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THE 

I^ARLlAMElSfTARY  REGISTER, 

DURING  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND 

PARLIAMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  KIInGDOM 

OF  OREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


HOUSEOFLORDS, 

tUlSDAT,  JANUARY  15. 

THIS  day,  about  half  paft  two  o'clock,  his  Majefty  came 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lbrd9>  to  open  the  feilions,  and  being., 
feaced  on  the  throne,   made  the  following  molt  gtacious, 
fpcech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament; 

**  My  Lords. and  Gtmkmen^ 

*^  Since  the  end  of  the  laft  feflion,  the  (sreparations  of  the 
enemji  for  the  invaiion  of  this  kingdom,  have  been  con- 
tinued with  inceflant  activity,  but  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  carry  their  repeated  menaces  into  eire<3. 

"  The  fkiil  and  intrepidity  of  my  navy,  the  refpef^bJe  and 
formidable  ftate  of  my  army  and  militia,  the  unabated  seal 
and  improved  difcipline  of  a  numerous  volunteer  forte,  and 
the  general  ardour  nianifefted  by  all  cla&es  of  my  fubjeds, 
have  indeed  been  fufficient  to  deter  them  from  fo  prefump* 
tuous  and  defperate  an  enterprife. 

'<  While  this  fpirit  continues  to  animate  the  cduntryi  and 
its  voluntary  exertions  for  its  own  defence  fubiid  in  their  ' 
full  vigour,  we  need  not  fear  the  coofequences  of  *the  moft 
powerful  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.    But  let  us  never 
forget  that  our  fecurity  has  arifen  from  the  refolution  wit* 
which  we  have  met  and  provided  againft  the  danger,  an 
that  it  can  be  preferved  only  by  Acady  perfcveraof  e  and  ui  on 
remitungaaivity*  ,    .  ?    *       Jrdi 

**  Tbe;condu£i  of  the  court  of  Spain,  evidently  un^^r  sj  jje 
predominant  ^  influence  and  control  of  France^  coropelloi  in 

Vot.  I.  1805.  •    B  ml»a^ 
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n\t  to  take  prompt  and  decifiye  meafures  to  guard  againft 
the  effeds  of  hoftility.  I  have  at  the  fame  time  endea* 
vouredi  as  long  as  it  was  pol&ble»  to  prevent  the  neceflity 
of  a  rupture ;  but  in  coofequence  of  the  refufal  of  fatisfac- 
tory  explanation,  my  minifter  quitted  Madrid*  and  war  haa 
iince  been  declared  by  Spain  againft  this  country.' 

"  I  have  directed  a  copy  of  the  manifefto  which  I  have 
caufed  to  be  prepared  on  this  occaflon  to  be  laid  before  you, 
together  with  fuch  papers  as  are  neceilary  to  explain  the  difl- 
cufTions  which  have  taken  place  betweep  me  and  the  court 
of  Madrid.  You  will,  I  triaft,  be  convinced  by  thcm^  that 
xny  forbearance  has  been  carried  tolhe  utmoft  extent  which 
the  interefls  of  my  d6minions  would  admit ;  and  while  I 
lament  the  iituation  of  Spain  involved  in  hofiilities  con* 
trary  to  iis  true  interefts,  I  rely  with  confidence  on  your 
vigorous  fupporl  in'a  conteft  which  can  be  attributed  only  to 
the  unfortunate  prevalence  of  French  counfels. 

•*  The  general  conJufl  of  the  French  government  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  has  been  marked  by  the  utmoft  vio^. 
lence  and  dutrage>  and  has  fhcwn  a  wanton  defiance  of  the 
rights  of  neutral  territories,  of  the  acknowledged  privileges 
of  accredited  minifters,  and  of  the  eftabliflied  principles  of 
the  l,aw  of  nations. 

<*  Notwithftanding  thefe  tranfaflions,  fo  repugnant  to  every 
fentiment  of  mpdeiation  and  juftice,  I  have  recently  re* 
ceived  a  communication  from  the  French  guvcmment^  con«» 
taining  profeflions  of  a  pacific  difpofition- 

"  I  hiive  in  confequence  exprefled  my  earneft  dcfircto  era- 
Hrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  leftoring  the  blef&ngs  of  peace 
fuch  groonds  as  may  be  confiflcot  with  the  permanent 
cty  and  ioterefts  of  my  dominions  i  but  I  am  confident 
I  will  agree  willi  me,  that  thofe  objcfts  are.  clofcly  coa- 
ted witk  the  general  fccurity  of  Europe*    I  have  there- 
t  not  thought|  it  right  to  entex  into  any  naore  paiticular 
"  .  expla- 
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explanation,  without  previous  commuoication  yriih  tbofe 
powers  ^n  the  continent  with  whom  I  am  engaged  in  confif 
dential  intercourfe  and.  conne£Uoit,  with  a  view  to  that  im- 
portant objed,  and  efpecialiy  with  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia, 
who  lias  given  the  ftiongeft  proofs  of  the  wife  and  dignified 
feotiments  by  which  he  is  animated,  and  of  the  warm  In* 
Cereft  he  takes  jn  the  fafety  and  independence  of  Europe. 

"  Gentlemen  $/  tkeHnufe  of  Comm$HS9 
**  I  have  direfted  the  eftimates  for  the  public  fervice  to 
be  laid  before  you:  I  regret  the  necelBty  of  any  additional 
burthens  being  impofed  on  my  people,  but  I  am  fure  you 
will  be  feniible  how  much  their  future  fafety  and  bappinefs 
depend  on  the  vigour  of  our  exertions,  and  that  in  the  mode 
of  raifing  fupplies,  you  will  continue  to  Ihcw  your  anxiety 
forth^  fupport  of  public  credit,  and  for  reftraining,  as  much 
as  poi&ble,  the  accumulation  of  the  national  debt. 

"  My  L^rds  and  Gentkmen^ 
*'  In  confidering  the  great  efibrts  and  facrifices  which  the 
aatoreof  the  conteft  requires,  it  is  a  peculiar  fatisfadion  to 
me  to  obferve  the  many  proofs  of  the  internal  wealth  and 
profperity  of  the  country.  It  will,  I  am  fure,  be  your  great 
objeA  to  maintain  and  improve  theft  advantages,  and  at  the 
iame  time  to  take  ail  fuch  meafures,  as  by  enabling  me  to 
prt>fecute  the  war  with  vigour,  may  afford  the  beft  profpeA 
of  bringing  ft, to  a  fafe  and  honourable  termination." 

.  Lord  Vifcount  Sidnioutb  was  then  introduced  in  his  robes* 
when  his  majefiy's  patent  creating  him  Vifcount  Sidmouth 
was  read,  and  his  lordlhip  topk  the  oathi  and  his  feat. 

Earl  Afhburnham  alfo  took  the  oaths  and  bisi  feat. 

His  majcfty*s  fpecch  being  read, 

Lcrd  Eliot  bagged  pardon  of  the  houfe  for  intruding  on 
them  when  there  were  fo  many  other  noble  lords  in  that 
boufc  mu(^h  more  qualified  for  the  talk  of  moving  an  addreft 
of  thanks  to  his  majefty  for  his  n;iofl  gracious  fpeech.  He 
hoped,  however,  as  it  was  a  fubje^  in  which  every  map  in 
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that  houfc  muft  be  prefumed  to  be  deepiy  intcrefted,  that 
"he  fhoiild  b6  excufed  in  following  the  line  he  intended  to 
•adopt,  which  wasfimply  to  nfiovc  an  addrefs  which  fhould 
he  an  ecl)o  of  his  majefty's  fpeech.  That  was  the  utual 
mode  for  many  yjears  back,  and  he  apprehended  the  hbufe 
would  not  be  difpofed  to  depart  from  it  on  the  prefcnt  occa^ 
jfrr)n;  The  firft  point  in  his  majefty's  fpeech  was  one  on 
vrhicht  be-Wiis  convinced,  there  could  be  but  one  opinion. 
I'hat  no"  invaiion  of  this  country  bad  yet  l^eon  attemptcdi 
notwitbllanding  the  boaft  and  menaces  of  the  enemy  made 
even  at  the  comroencemcnt  of  hoftilities,  was  a  fubjeft 
a^Hch  could  not  fail  to  be  gratifying  to  every  perfoti  in  this 
countrvv  Any  enterprife  of  the  kind,  fucccfsful  even  to  the 
fmalleft  exrem,.'would  bn  produftive  of  moft  difaftrous  con- 
ftquehces^'  Notwithftwiiding  the  high  ftate  of  preparation, 
however,  \lk  which  our  enemy  had  Jong  been  ;  notwith-1 
iianding  H  ^as  B  faS,  that  according  to  his  own  accounts, 
his  aitnament  for  the  purpoic  of  invafion  was  long  fince 
Completed;  notwithftanding  the  great  difplay  of  Ihips  and 
of  forces  on  the  oppofite  Ihore,  our  gafconading  foe  had 
never  yet  attempted  to  put  his  threat  in  execution.  Wfiac 
was  the  caufcot  this  departure  from  his  long-promjfed  me- 
pace  ?  Not  forbearance  on  his  part,  but  the  (late  of  prepara. 
tion  in  which  he  had  now  become  fenfible  that  this  country 
was, -and  a  convifiion  that  any  atten^pt  of  the  ^nd  would  only 
redound  to  our  honour,  and  to  his  farther  difgrace.  Out 
force  of  every  defcriptlon  was  fuch  as  precluded  him  from 
even  the  Ibadow  of  hope  of  fuccefs.  Our  army,  our  navy, 
OUT  militia  force»  were  all  in  thehtgfaeft  {late  of  preparation. 
But  there  was  another  fpecies  of  force,  formerly  unknown 
In  this  country,,  whiclr  muft  have  put  an  end  to  all  the  hopes 
of  our  enemy.  The  volunteer  force  of  the  country  bad 
reached^  to  an  extent  never  heard  of,  or  fuppofed  capable  ojF 
being  brought  forward  in  this  country.  Xo  this  fpirit  which 
pervaded*  the  whole  nation,  not  to  any  forbearance  of  our 
fenemies,-  we  were  indebted  for  our  fafely ;  and,  as  was 
juftiv  obferved  in  the  fpeech,  fo  long  as  that  fpirit  prevailed 
we  mould  be  fecure,  tut  to  infure  'our  fafety  we  muft  not 
relax  in  our  exertions,  nor  allow  that  fpirit  to  fubfide.  The 
fecund  point  In  his  majefty's  fpeech  regarded  Spain  ;  hut  as 
the  papers  ileceflary  to  form  a  judgment  on  that  fubjeft 
were  prdmifed  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe»  it  would  \jc  un- 
neceftary  to  make  any  obfervations  on  it,  or  to  do  more  than 
ilmply  to  declare  tht  intention  of  the  houfc  to  gljre  it  every- 
;'?.'■        /..,.•>.  ^    v     ferious 
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ferious  attention  when  if  (b.ouldGOQie  properly  before  ttii;inf 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  prQmife  his  majeuy  every  aiTifunce 
in  iheir  ppwer  to  carry  oi)  tb.e  War  jyjth  efffsSi,  and  to  bringJit 
.to  a  fpeeJy  and  fuccefsful  terminatioa.  He  mufl^  however^ 
be  forgiven  at  prefeqt'  for  faying,  that  from  every  thing 
which  yet  appeared  a  warvvfth  !^pain  fi^ecped  out  only  juti, 
but  iadifpeofablct  and  fqch  a$  had  bepa.  provokqd  by  the 
pnducl  of  the  Spanlfli  couit,  which  b^d  allowed  its  coun* 
cils  and  deliberations  tp  be  governed  t^y  French  inilucnce^ 
sind  had  fuppiled  its  treafures  and  refources  to  our  ^nepaies, 
thereby  furnilhing  thcin  with  the  linew$  of.  war,  i^nd  at  the 
fame  time  difregarding  our  remonftrances  on  the  fubjed, 
and  refufing'or  evading  a  fatisfadory  explanation  when  re- 
quired to  give  one.  As  to  the  otlier  point  in  the  fpccclv 
naxely,  the  overtures  lately  made  to  his  majefty,  by  pur 
enemies  indicating  a  paciiiQ  difpofitiou,  he;  prcfumcd  to 
(hi&k  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  on  the  fubjcd,  and 
that  that  muft  be  to  the  cifFeft  contained  in  his  majefty'« 
fpeecn — that  while  all  overtures  towards  peace  were  ready 
to  be  attended  to,  and  ihould  meet  with  luch  reception  as 
their  fincerity  might  fcem  to  deferve,  no  relaxation  (Iioiild 
W  made  in  our  endeavours  to  render  our  fituation  ftill  more 
ftirfnidablCy  and  Icfs  obnoxious  to  the  attempts  of  oujr 
enemies,  fhould  their  pacific  propofltions  prove  infinccre* 
His  lordfhip  concluded  by  moving  that  an  bumble  addrefs 
be  prefentcd  to  his  majefty. 

Lfrd  (iwyfiir — My  lords,  after  the  rooft  gracious  fpeech 
we  have  this  day  heard  from  the  throne,  and  the  extendve 
view  which  the  noble  lord  has  taken  of  the  addrefs  which 
he  has  moved,  it  will  be  unneceiTary  for  mti  to  trouble  you 
with  a  long  difcuilion  of  the  fubje^  under  debate:  but  at 
an  Knglilhman,  it  is  in)(X)^ible  not  to  view  with  exultatioo 
and  conii<Ience,  the  exalted  fituation  which  this  country  at 
prefcnt  enjoys.  Secure  at  home,  and  refpefted  abroad,  we 
may  hear  with  tranquillity  thofe  vain-glorious  boafilngs  of 
our  enemy,  which  in  no  fingle  inAance  have  been  carried 
into  cfFcft.  Contented  with  a  difplay  of  veffcls  and  troops, 
be  has  not  dared  to  attempt  the  expedition  be  has  fo  loudly 
proclaimed ;  his  fleets  and  his  flotSlla  have  conflantly  re- 
mained Aider  the  protefling  cannon  of  bis  own  fliore.  The 
tirng  continuation  of  peace  with  ^ain  has  been  matter  of 
pcater  furpVife  to  tl>5,public  than  the.declaration  of  war 
we  have  (o  lately  hpard :  the  declaration  was  reduced  to  a 
mere  qoeffioti  of  prpdence;  and  odr  having  fo  long  ab- 
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fttided  from  that  declaration,  afFotds  a  ftrong  prefumption 
of  a  pacific  difpofition.     Supplies  in  money,  unauthorized 
by  treaty,  had  bcm  required  by  France,  and  granted  by 
Spain;  nor  were  they  h'kely  to  be  refufed.     Her  council 
and  her  riches,  her  fleets  and  her  armies,  had  long  been 
fubjcft  to  Trench  dcfpotifm :  nor  could  peace  with  Spain 
contingc  for  a  moment  after  the  intcreft  of  France  dc- 
roandcd  war.     Frefh  engagements  were  entered  into  by 
Spain,  and  all  explanation  to  us  of  the  nature  of  thefe  en* 
gagements  utterly  refiifed.     In  this  ftate  of  things  were  wc 
<juictly  to  wait"  the  convenience   of  France   and   Spiai^? 
Were  we  to  condu6k  the  conteft  in  the  mode  beft  fuited  to 
their  wiflies?  Were  we  to  become  the  willing  dupes  of 
.  faflacious  promifes,  and  by  forbearance  almofl  aflift  in  fup- 
plying  Spanifh  wealth  for  the  payment  of  thofe  armies 
which,  within  fight   of  our  coafts,  were  threatening  our 
ruin  f  Or  were  we,  by  a  manly  and  decifive*  conduft,  t% 
ilrike  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  anticipate  the  open  hot 
tflity  of  Spain^  by  feizing  ihofc  treafures  which  the  French 
l)ad  put  in  requifition,  with   the  view  of  employing  ihcin 
for  our  deftruflion  ?  Self-prefcrvaiion  fecmed   to  demand 
the  conduft  which  has  been  fellowed:  and  I  have  no  dt)ubt, 
-when  the  papers  and  documents  are  Inid  upon  your  tuble^ 
your  lordQnps  and  the  public  will  appbiid  the  meafure  from 
a  conviflion  of  its  joftice.     With  rcfpeft  to  the  communis 
cation  lately  fcnt  from  France,  it  would  be  a  walle  of  your 
Jordfhips*  time  were  I  to  enter  at  any  length  on  a  propofal 
the  prccife  terms  and  cxteriV  of  which  are  not  made  known 
to  the  houfe.     But  thus  much  at  leaft  we  may  decide  ;  that 
whatever  change  of  difpofition  it  may  profeft,  our  prepara* 
lions  and  exertions  iliould   experience    no  relaxation.     I 
would  at  this  moment  neither  raile  nx>rdiminifh  tl^o  hope  of 
fnch  a  peace  as  the  inlereft  and*  humanity  of  this  country 
equally  demand.     But  peace,  to  be  a  blcffing,  muft  bring 
with  it  a  moral  and  well-founded  afTufance  of  hifting  and 
mutual  benefits  ;  not  that  falfe  and  hollow  fecurity,  which 
can  lead  only  to  fevcrilh  repofe ; — peace  in  words,  malignant 
hoflility  in  aflions.     In,  the  conduft  we  adopt,  we  muft  not 
forget  the  lcflx)ns  fo  recently  taught  by  painful  experience. 
It  may  neither  be  improper  nor  irrelevant  to  look  back  9 
little  to  the  period  of  the  lafl  peace.     From  the  conceffions 
then  made,  and  the  eagemefs  Ihewn  by  this  country,  the 
fitft  conful  concluded  wc  were  a  vanquifhed  nation ;  his 
couduA  was  in  conformity  to  his  opinion ;  infult  was  added 
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injuryy  and  at  the  moment  to  which  I  all\ide»  we  bad  only 
tu  choofe  between  inftanc  hoftiliiies  or  latUng  degradation. 
The  nation  felt,  as  I  truil  it  always  will  feel»  when  its  ho-» 
nour  and  deareft  interefis  are  attacked ;  fo  outraged  and  in« 
inked,  it  preferred  danger  to  diigrace,  and  unanimoiifly  ap- 
proved the  renewal  of  the  war.  I'he  firft  confui,  who  bad 
pra(>afed  peace  only  as  a  more  efficacious  and  fecure  mode 
of  carrying  on  the  contcft,  wlio  knew  he  Ihould  obtain  by 
coDcefliuD,  what  he  never  would  have  gained  by  force,  was 
not  prepared  for  fo  vigorous  or  fo  early  an  exertion.  His 
rage  and  difappointment  mull  not  be  forgotten.  If  we  are 
now  to  prefume  that  honourable  and  permanent  peace  is  the 
real  vhjcA  of  the  recent  communication  from  France,  great 
and  fuddenrouft  have  been  the  change  of  difpoiiiian in  the 
government  of  that  country.  It  is  unnecefTary  to  ftate  the 
evenu  of  the  laft  few  months,  which  call  for  this  obrerva^ 
tion.'  Tbey  arc  too  deeply  engraved  on  the  recoUedions  of 
^ur  lordfliips  to  need  any  frem  detail.  We  may  hope  for 
peace,  but  we  muft  prepare  for  war.  If  the  neceflary  exer- 
tions and  privations  are  beyond  air  former  precedent,  the 
objeA  alfo  for  winch  we  are  contending  is  above  all  value. 
In  this  lentiment  I  truft  we  (hall  all  agree,  that  no  facrifices 
are  too  ievere,  no  efforts  too  great  or  too  painful,  to  Aipport 
and  fecure  the  honour,  dignity,  and  true  interefls  of  the 
nation.  Strongly  and  deeply  imprelled  with  thefe  Senti- 
ments, t  have  prefumed  to  fupport  the  addrels  propofed. 
I  have  now  only  to  return  your  lordihips  my  moli  humble 
and  lincere  tbaniis  for  tliat  attention  I  have  bad  the  honour 
to  receive. 

£ar/  Carlijle  did  not  rife  to  difiurb  that  unanimity  by 
which  he  was  aware  it  was  greatly  to  be  wi(hed  the  houle 
ihould  be  aduated  on  a  fobjeA  of  fo  much  importance  us 
ihe  prefent.  When  he  heard  his  majefty*s  moft  gracious 
fpeech  read,  fo  cordially  did  he  agree  in  every  fentiment 
expreiled  in  it,  that  he  did  not  think  it  would  have  been 
neccflary  for  him  to  fay  a  fingle  word  on  the  fubjefi.  Some 
obfenrauons,  however,  which  had  fallen  from  the  tv^onoble. 
lords  who  moved  and  feconded  the  addrefs,  feemed  to  rc*^ 
quire  explanation.  He^  for  one,  wiihed  to  enter  his  profit 
^aioft  the  fuppoiition,  that  in  agreeing  to  the  addreis as, 
proj>ofed,  ne  meant  to  pledge  himfelf  on  a  fubjeft  as  to 
which  the  houfe  was  not  in  poflisffion,  of  the  fa&s  neceflary 
to  enable  them  to  form  a  judgment ;  b^  meant  the  war  with 
bpain.    On  thai  fubjc^>  whatever  might  be  his  own  private; 
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opinion«'whatever  he  might  know  as  an  indivicloal  wlticli^ 
might  induce  him  to  think  that  either  the  condu3  of  the 
government  of  this  country  had  been  correft  or  otherwifc# 
riiat  houfcwas'not  in  porfeffion  of  fuch  parliamentary  in- 
formation as  could  warrant  them  at  pvefent  in  exprcffing 
any  opinion  on  it.  Asj  however,  the  fubjcft  had  been 
Halted,  though  l)c  thought  the  noble  lords  Would  have 
iifted  raorcdircrccfly  in  waving  it;  he  muft  be  excufed  in 
faying  a  few  words  on  the  point.  The  noble  lord  oppofite 
(Lord  Gwydir)  had  faid  that  we  were  not  bound  to  (if 
-  tamely  by  while  the  Spanifh  court  were  fupplying  our  ene-*- 
niies  with  money  and  other  rcquifites  for  warring  againft  us. 
This  he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  difpute,  But  then  it 
would  have'been  but  fair  and  reafonabic,  that  a  war  might 
not  unneceflarily  be  plunged  into,  that  fome  precifc  requifi- 
tion  on  the  fubjeA  Ihoutd  be  made  to  the  Spanifh  couil,  and 
a  day  fixed  for  them  to  give  their  decifivc  anfwer,  before 
hoftile  meafures  had  been  reiorted  to.  t^ewas  anxious  tci 
know  if  this  had  been  the  cafe.  It  was  neceflury  not 
only  that  a  thing  Ihould  be  fair,  equitable,  and  juAifiable  in' 
itfelf,  but  that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  gone  about* 
Ihould  likcwife  be  fair,  juft,  and  agreeable  to  the  known 
and  cftablifhed  law  of  nations.  There  was  in  one  part  of 
this  bufinefs  too,  an  occurrence  of  a  very  melancholy  and 
deplorable  kind,  which,  without  xuiputing  blame  to  any 
particular  perfon,  or  at  all  inqliiiing  into  the  immediate 
ca'iife  of  the  accident,  he  could  not  help  thinking  might 
have  been  guarded  againft.  '  If  it  was  deemed  fair  and  jtif- 
tifiable  to  detain  the  Spanifh  fhips,  might  it  not  have  been 
fo  managed  that  they  (hould  have  been  met  by  a  force  of 
fuch  fuperior  magnitude*  as  to  have  made  it  not  difhonour- 
able  in  them  to  lubmitto  the  detention,  rather  than  by  one 
of  fudi  equal  force,  as  would  have  entailed  difgrace  on 
them,  had  they  fuirendered  without  refiftance  ?  Again,  if 
it  vt^as  fair  that  (hips  of  war  having  treafure  on  board  fhould 
be  detained,  he  wai  anxious  to  know  where  the  policy  or 
propifely  could  exiftof  allowing  merchant  fliips  to  pafs  un- 
moiefted  ?  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  circumftanccs  conne6led 
with  the  rupture  with  Spain,  which  appeared  to  him  to  re- 
quire explanation,  and  on  account  of^  which,  he  could  not 
allow  the  addfefs  to  pa6,  ^without  Ihiting  that  he  by  no 
means  pledged  bimfelf  to  lay,  when  the  neceflary  papers 
were  before  the  houfc,  that  he  (hould  think  that  that  bufi- 
nels  had  been  ptx>perly  conduced.    There  wiis  another  part 
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o(  the  addrefs  which  he  could  not  allow  to  pafs  witlioutoh- 
fervation.  It  was  faid  that  our  army  was  on  a  refpefiablp 
footing.  This  term  our  army  had  been  thought  lix  montlis 
ago  not  to  deferve*  and  under  the  adminidration  of  a  noble 
Lord  whom  he  was  happy  now  to  fee  in  that  houfe,  it  had 
been  ftrongly  infilled  that  our  army  was  greatly  defeftive; 
nay,  that  was  generally  underilood  to  have  been  the  ground 
for  that  noble  Lord,  then  in  the  other  houfe,  retiring  from 
office.  It  was  not  in  one  particular  branch,  too^  that  this 
deficiency  was  faid  to  exift,  but  in  evefy  department.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  came  in  promifed  great 
things;  and  an  act  was  pafTed  under  bis  aufpices,  to  effect 
this  purpofe.  So  far,  however,  from  anfwering  the  end 
propofed,  it  was  now  allowed  that  thisadt  had  been  found 
cofopletely  ufelefs ;  indeed  a  more  ridiculous,  abfurd,  and 
oppreffive  aft  was  never  conceived.  Not  a  fingle  foldier 
bad  been  raifcd  by  it;  it  was  not  calculated  at  all  fox  tha( 
purpofe.  By  what  means,  then,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  aik» 
had  this  ftatc  of  defence  of  ours,  fo  defedlive  under  the 
noble  lord's  adminiftration,  become  fo  refpeftable  and  ef^ 
fcflivc  under  his  right  honourable  fucceflor's,  without  any 
aid  but  the  ridiculous,  abfurd,  and  unproduftive  aft  to  which 
he  had  alluded?  But  he  fuppofed  it  would  be  admitted  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  every  thing 
was  now  very  well,  and  that  there  was  nothing  inefficient  or 
dcfcftive  in  the  governrpent  of  the  country.  He  begged  it, 
howcrer,  to  be  underilood  that  he,  in  agreeing  to  the  ad- 
drcfs,  did  not  mean  to  admit  the  refpeftability  of  the  ftate 
of  our  army  when  that  (hould  become  the  fubjeft  of  djf- 
culfion.  His  lordfhip  concluded  by  exprdfing  his  happinefs 
to  concur  in  the  fentiments  of  the  fpeech,  as  to  which  he 
was  convinced  the  moft  perfcft  unanimity  muft  every  where 
prevail,  declaring  that  he  had  only  throwi)  out  the  obfer- 
vations  which  had  dropped  from  him  left  it  might  be  fup- 
poi'ed  that  he  had  precluded  himfelf,  by  his  concurrence 
in  the  addrefs,  from  judging  of  th*;  points  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  when  they  fhould  afterwards  come  regularly  before 
Uic  houfe,  accompanied  by  the  evidence  necelfary  for  form 
iog  a  fair  judgment  upon  them. 

Lord  Haivkcjhury — To  his  appi;eKenfion,  the  noble  earl 
had  mifconceived  what  fell  from  the  two  noble  lords  who' 
moved  and  feconded  the  addrefs.     They  had  not  fpoken  of 
tbe  rupture  with  Spain  in  fucb  terms  as  to  indicate  that  the 
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houfe,  by  agreeing  to  the  addrefs,  were  to  be.prefumed  to 
approve  of  the  condud  of  government  in  that  lefpef^,  nor 
liadth'ey  even  declared  their  own  conviftion  on  the  lubjed; 
but  had  merely  ftated  that,  prima  faciei  tiiere  was  prefump- 
live  evidence  to  Ihew,  that  this  country  had  not  been   the 
aggreffor,  but  had  been  compelled,  in  (elf  defence,  Co  em* 
bark  in  the  9onleft.  He  was  happy,  however,  of  that  oppor- 
tunity of  informing   his  lordlhip  and  the  public,  that  the 
pqint  on   which  his  principal  doubt  fecmed  to  b?ng,   had 
teen  literally  afted  on  in  the  very  manner  he  himfelf  had 
fuggeftcd.     An  explanation  had  been  demanded  from  the 
Spanifh  government,   and  a  particular  day  bad  been  £xed 
jfor  the  final  anfwer  of  that  court.     The  explanations  de^ 
niandcd  by  our  government  had  been  refuled ;  inliraatioa 
of  our  refolution  to  detain  their  (hips  had  been  made  ;   our 
jninifter  at  Madrid  had  applied  for  paiTports;  had  obtained 
Ihem,  and  had  a£tually  taken  his  departure  before  the  new9 
of  the  capture  of  their  fhips  had  reached  Spain.   He  agreed, 
liowever,  with  the  noble  lord,  that  the  jufiice  and  policy  o( 
the  meafure,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  bad  been  executed 
and  carried  through,  were  all  fubjcfis  proper  fpr  inveftiga* 
lion,  but  they  would  come  to  be  judged  of  more  properly 
when  the  nece/Tury  papers  were  on  the  t^ble.     As  to  tho 
ftate  of  the  defence  of  the  country,  he  was  bappy  aifo  to 
declare,  though  it  was  not  the  proper  time  for  entering  into 
the  details,  that  it  had  cotifiderably  increafed  fince  the  pro* 
rogation  of  parliament,  and  particularly  that  part  appltcable 
to  the  general  fervice,  or  what  was  termed  the  difpofablo 
force  of  the  country,  had  increafed  in  more  than  a  propor* 
tionable  meaiure.    The  recruiting  for  this  part  of  the  fer^r 
vice  he  had  no  hefitation  ip  faying,  was  greatly  promoted^ 
if  not  folely  occafioncd,  by  a  bill  pafled  in  the  feffion  before 
laft,  termed  the  Army  of  Refcrve  Bill,   by  which  perfops 
engaged  for  a  limited  fervice,  having  acquired  military  ha- 
bits, were   more  readily  induced  to  enter  into  a  fervice  of 
^n  unlimited  nature.    The   avowed  objedl  at  the  time  of 
paffing  that  bill  was  to  procure  a  large  force  without  relation 
to  the  extent  of  its  fervice,  not  one  for  an  extended  fervice. 
That  objed,   however,  was  changed  when  the  laft  bill  was 
brought  forward,  and  it  was  then  declared  that  the  obje£b  ini 
view  was  to  procure  a  large  difpofable  force.     Itt  tliefe  re- 
fpefts,  therefore,  the  afts  differed,  but  flill  the  force  of  the 
country  w^s  at  this  moment  fucb  <is  afforded  a  moftliattering 

.     pifturc 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


]  Air.  15]  ADDAfiSS  OK  TUB  SPEZOB.  ft 

piAfire  Cd  the  idhabiiants  of  thtk  kingdofifts,  arid  a  ^^ty  dark 
and  unpteafanc  one  to  tfaofe  who  had  expeAed  to  be  able  fo 
accoffipiifli  ita  cveithrow. 

The  Ihke  0/  Clarenct  did  not  exped^^  after  what  bad  fall^ 
frooi  his  nobte  friend  behind  him  (Earl  Carlifle),  tliat  an<>- 
tber  word  would  have  paiTed  on  the  ftihjeA  of  the  prefeiit 
addrefs.  Aa,  however,  the  noble  fecretary  of  ftate  hacl 
thought  proper  to  make  fome  explanations  on  the  fubjed  df 
the  ruplute  with  Spain,  he  muft  be  exci>fed  fox  declaring  that 
hecordialtj  agreed  with  the  tioble  earl  in  thinking  that  it 
would  ha^  been  more  becofliing  the  magnanimity  and  hu- 
manity of  this  great  nation  to  have  employed  a  fleet  of  dou* 
ble  tbeftiength  ii>  the  detention  of  the  Spanifhfhips,  whefc^ 
that  detention  was  refolvdd  on,  by  whkh  itieans  the  unha])- 
py  accident  Whicb  had  occurred  would  have  been  avoided. 
The  afi  by  which  it  had'beea  a4le<^ed  that  oQr  ^tmy  v^as  6> 
fee  nendeted  fo  completely  effedive,  and  by  which  {uch 
wonderful  things  were  to  have  been  produced;  he  alib 
agreed  with  the  noble  earl  in  thinking  abfurd  and  ridicdlods 
ia  the  extreme,  and  completely  inadequate  to  any  good 
^rpofe.  Heunderftood  it  would  be  one  of  the'firft  adls  df 
•die  prefentca'binet  to  repeal  it. 

Lard  Grcrmtle — I  rife,  iliy  lotds,  to  exprefs  mj  perfeA: 
concurrence  in  the  motion  that  has  been  itiade.  There  is 
no  point  ia  the  addrefs  in  whi9h  I  do  not  mofl  cordially 
agree,  uifderftandlng  always,  that  aS  we  have  not  any  do- 
caflBenta  on  the  table  by  whi6h  we  cari  afcelrtain '  the  aAual 
ftate  of  our  force,  1  muft  not  be  interpreted  a^  having  con- 
curred in  any  declaration  upon  that  fubjed.  But  with  this 
explanation  I  deiire  to  be  underftood  that  therb  is  no  one 
point  in  the  addrefs  which  has  not  my  moft  perfed  concur- 
rence; and  I  am  fure  it  will  have  the  concurrence  of  every 
Britifli  heart ;  for  it  muft  be  the  feeling  of  every  mailt 
that  we  ought  fteadily,  conftantly  and  vigorouily  to  pef- 
ievere  in  the  conieft  in  which  we  are  engaged,  until  wfc 
«aa  bring  it  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  termination  :  and  to- 
wards that  efled,  that  we  ought  all  to  furround  the  throne 
widi  an  unanimous  declaration  of  fupporting  hfs  mnjcfty  in 
the  refoiution  which  he  has  this  day  fogracioufly  exprefled, 
of  noaintaining  the  honour  and  interefts  of  the  empire  iiivio*- 
late-  I  60  amre  the  noble  fecretary  of  ftate,  that  there  is 
BO  individual  who  ehlers  more  eameftly  into  the  wifli  which 
he  fo  warmly  exprefted  on  this^  fubjeft  thsn  myfelf.  We 
can  have  but  one  fehtiment  on  the  principle  of  national  ho« 

C  2  xiour 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


It  THE  PARUAMENTARY  RjEGISTElL  [Loww, 

nour  and  ftcurity.  Whatever  differences  there  may  be  as 
to  the  manner  of  attaining  tlie  great  end,  there  can  be  none 
as  to  the  end  itfelf.  I  rejoice,  therefore,  that .  the  addrefs 
is  drawn  up  in  terms  in  which  this  houfe^can  unanimoufly 
.agree.  1  ftiall  only,  therefore,  detain  you  by  a  remark  on 
two  points,  which  form  the  principal  featuresof  the  fpeecbl 
The  ifirft  is  the  overture  which  bis  majefty  has  been  gca- 
^^ioudy  pleafed  to  lignify  has  been  made  to  him  by  the 
;  French  government.  It  is  impoOible  to  fay  at  this  moment 
more  than  this — that  uninformed  as  to  the  tenor  and  extent 
of  that  overture;  and  uninformed  of  the  balis,  if  any,  which 
it  propdies  for  a  negotiation  ;  or  of  the  difpofition.and  teii>- 
per  with  which  it  was  made  ;  or  of  any  one  circumftancb 
conneded  with  it ;  we  can  only  join  his  majtffiy  in  a  gene- 
ral declaration  that  peace  is  undoubtedly  defirable,  providefl 
that  it  can  be  obtained  upo^  t^rms  which  (hall  give  perma- 
nent fecunity  to  the  Britifh  empire  ;  that  it  (hall  be  honour- 
able as  well  as  fecure;  and  that  it  (ball  be  confident  with  the 
general  interefis  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.;  This  is  tlie 
declaration  which  his  majefty  has  been  gracioMily  pleafed 
to  make  in  bis  fpeech ;  and  in  this  d^claratioi)  .1  moft  peiv 
fe£lly  concur  ;  it  is  candid,  honourable,  and  magnaninioua^ 
It  is  the  dignified  as  well  as  therpoliticiil  language. which  ihis 
country  ought  to  niaintain;  z^^j  I. therefore  congratulate  tbe 
houfe  on  the  reception  whicb  has,  been  given  to  this  over- 
ture. .  I  underftand  by  the  fpeech  that  his  m?jpfty  .thinks  it 
elTential  to  .the  honour  and  fecurity  of  this  empire^  that  h^ 
ihould  enter  into  no  negotiation  until  he  has  advifed  with 
thofe  ppwci:s  op  the  continent  with  whom  he  is  in  habits  of 
confidential  intercourfe  and  conne£lion.  I  rejoice  in  this 
.declaration,  and  with  even  ihat  in  pradice  the  principle 
niay  be  earned  further.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  the  wife  policy 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  p^cient  ftate  of  Europe,  to  folicit 
communication  with  every  power  on  this  great  and  impor- 
tant fubjeft  ;  and  to  endeavour  by  every  means  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  every  power  which  has  a  community  of  in- 
tereft,  or  a  community  of  fentiment.  There  is  nolafe  and 
no  honourable  peace  to  be  obtained  by  other  means.  You 
muft  cultivate  this  underftanding  by  every  means  i  youmuft 
take  no  ftep  without  a  cunftant,  fteady,  and  confidential 
commVinication  with  every  one  who  feels  with  you,  that  the 
very  bonds  of  fociety,  and  of  all  juft  government,  require 
this  cooperation.  Above  ail  others,  it  is  material  to  confulc 
tJiatgreatpowei  who  isreprefentedaslympatbifing  in  your 
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opmion,  and  who  is  undoubtedlyy  by  his  position,  interests, 
and  capacity,  your  natural  ally  in  this  great  work.  These 
opinions  I  have  never  failed  ta  express  at  ^vcry  period 
of  this  war  when  I  have  had  occasion  to  trouble  your  lord- 
ships, since  I  had  the  honour  of  a  scat  among  you  ;  and  I  re- 
joice to  see  that  they  now  appear  to  be  duly  appreciated  by  the 
bouse  in  general.  I  have  heard  the  aoble  lord's  declarations 
to-night  with  the  most  heartfelt  pride  and  satisfaction.  They 
are  such  as  he  was  heretofore  accustomed  to  maintain,  and 
they  do  him  infinite  honpur.  I  wish  I  could  repeat  his^  words 
verbatim,  that  I  might  still  further  endeavour  to  enforce  them 
on  every  heart;  but  I  think  liis  expression  was,  that  it  was 
by  too  great  an  extent  of  concession,  and  by  shewing  too 
^grcat  an  eagerness  for  negotiation,  that  we  had  fallen  into  the 
snare  which  led  to  the  present  war,  since  it  hail  taught  our 
enemy  to  regard  us  as  a  conquered  country.  No  reflection 
could  be  more  true — no  recollection  could  be  more  useful.  It 
ought  to  be  a  warning  to  us  in  every  step  wc  take,  and  the  ex- 
perience'of  this  fatal  truth  ought  now  to  animate  and  guide 
oar  councils.  As  to  the  other  subject,  the  new  war  in  wliicli 
wc  arc  involved  with  Spain,  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  noble 
lordwho  moved  the  address,  that  we  ought  to  lose  no  time 
in  assuring  his  majesty,  that  we  will  make  every  exertion  to 
support  his  just  rights,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
crown  ;  but  we  cannot  go  one  step  further  until  wc  have  the 
papers  laid  before  us,  and  ascertain  the  grounds  upon  which 
wc  arc  called  upon  to  enter  into  this  war.  I  cannot  agree  that 
the  mere  naked  fact,  which  is  stated  by  a  poble  lord  as  being 
Dotorionsy  that  money  supplies  have  been  given  by  Spain  to 
the  French,  affords  in  itself  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  justice 
of  the  war.  Admitting  that  fact  simply,  I  must  go  furtlier 
for  an  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  war.  I  by  no  means 
wish  to  weaken  or  diminish  m  any  degree  the  just  rights  of  the 
rcakn,  in  maintaining  the  laws  of  nations  :  but  on  the  other 
hand,  with  every  leaning  towards  our  o\yn  claims  and  rights,, 
wc  ought  not  to  be  betrayed  into  a  temper  that  shall  make  us 
forget  what  is  due  to  our  enemies.  It  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that  by  the  law  of  nations,  a  supply  of  succours  by  a  neutral 
power  to  an  enemy,  to  a  limited  extent,  previously  ascertained ,^ 
and  that  by  treaty  conclutled  before  the  war,  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  act  of  hostility,  nor  made  the  ground  of  a  rup- 
ture. This  is  not  my  individual  opinion  alone,  but  it  is  the 
recognized  sentiment  of  civilized  Europe  ;  and  therefore  I 
say,  the  mere  noted  fact  of  Spain  having  fulfilled  her  treaty 
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-ftrith  France,  is  not  upon  the  face  of  it  a  justificaticm  of  the 
war.  Biit  it  is  impossible  to  spc?ik  until  we  shall  see  the  papers j 
I  must,  however,  concur  with  my  noble  friend  (th^  Earl  of 
Carlisle),  that  there  are  two  points  of  view  in  which  the  war 
with  Spain  is  to  be  examined,  namely,  as  to  the  question  of 
right,  and  the  question  of  expediency.  It  is  not  merely  re- 
quisite that  the  house  and  the  nation  should  be  convinced  that 
the  war  was  actually  provoked,  but  also  that  in  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  explanations  that  were  demanded,  and  in  all 
the  steps  that  led  to  it>  there  was  no  harsliness  that  could  huvc 
been  avoided.  It  is  necessary  to  shew  us  that  wc  have  not 
merely  right  on  our  side,  but  that  vre  did  not  by  any  imp.ro- 
^)er,  violent  and  unjustifiable  precipitation  on  our  part,  hurry 
them  to  a  rupture  that  by  prudence,  respect  and  dignified  for- 
bearance, might  have  been  prc\Tnted.  It  is  onljr  by  f  icts,  as 
they  shall  come  out  in  the  papers  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  that 
these  two  points  can  be  ascertained;  and  I  only  say,  there- 
fore, for  the  present,  that  a  very  unfavourable  impression  has 
been  made  on  the  public  mind  by  the  manner  in  which  this  • 
rupture  first  manifested  itself.  This  unfavourable  impression 
is  universally  felt ;  and  it  is  essential  to  the  British  cliaracter 
that  it  should  be  removed.  Facts  only  can  remove  it ;  and  I 
tliereforc  trust  that  no  time  will  be  lost  by  ministers  in  giving 
us  the  means  of  forming  a  true,  candid  and  fair  judgment.  In 
a  war  like  the  present,  when  we  avow  the  necessity  of  consult- 
ing the  opinion  of  enlightened  Europe,  it  becomes  indispensa- 
ble for  us  to  shew  that  in  our  conduct  we  have  not  merely  re- 
spected the  rights  of  an  independent  state,  but  that  we  have 
observed  all  the  respect  that  is  dpe  to  the  sovereign  of  a  brave, 
a  high-minded,  and  an  honourable  people.  "With  fespecr  to 
other  topics  that  have  fallen  from  noble  lords  this  day,  I  shall 
not  detain  you  with  any  observations  now.  The  state  of  our 
force,  the  magnitude  of  our  preparations,  and  tlic  security 
which  wc  enjoy,  will  all  be  the  subject  of  future  discussion. 
In  the  mean  time  I  cannot  hear  it  made  the  source  of  self-con- 
gratulation and  of  panegyric,  that  we  have  been  near  two  years 
at  war  and  yet  have  not  been  invaded.  I  confess,  that  that  is 
no  great  cause  of  triumph  j  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  reap  other 
laurels  from  the  strength,  spirit,  and  zeal  of  our  armies  and 
navies,  than  the  mere  boast  that  the  enemy  has  not  landed 
on  our  shores.  My  lords,  I  concur  in  the  motion  for  the  ad-^ 
dress,  and  I  again  express  my  sincere  satisfaction  at  the  senti- 
ment which  has  been  so  unequivocally  declared  to-day,  that 
it  is  ouly  in  comixmmon  with  the  great  powers  oC Europe  that 
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?.'ecan  listen  to  any  terms  of  pacificjitioa  with  the  government 
of  France- 

Thc  Duie  df  Norfolk g3Ly€  l^is  vo^c  in  support  of  tlic  motion  for 
the  address  which  had  boen  moved  for,  as  freely  apd  as  sincerely 
as  any  noble  lord  in  that  house.  TKer^  was  one  point,  however^ 
of  which  he  did  expect  that  the  address  woaUl  have  taken 
notice.  He  had  heard  it  spoken  of,  and  he  had  seen  it  men** 
tioned  in  the  papers,  that  a  most  respectable  meeting  had  been 
held  in  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  ofa  petition 
to  be  presented  to  parliament,  praying  for  the  emancipation  of 
a  numerous  and  highly  valuable  body  of  his  majesty's  subje^s* 
It  was  well  knowp  to^their  iordships,  that  a  principal  reason 
assigned  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  for  his  resignation  of  bi$ 
official  situation,  was  his  inability  to  carry  that  measure  into 
execution.  For  his  oikvn  part,  he  had  not  any  communication 
whatever  with  ^y  individual  of  the  persuasion  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  come  with  a 
much  better  grace,  if  it  came  from  any  of  his  majesty's  minis^ 
ters  spontaneously,  than  if  the  legislature  or  the  government 
of  the  country  were  to  wait  until  the  petition  was  laid  before 
that  liouse. 

Lord  Mulgrave  assured  their  lordships,  that  the  documents 
respcxting  the  difference  between  Spain  and  this  country  were^ 
now  in  preparation,  and  that  they  would  be  laid  before  the 
house  as  speedily  as  possible. 

7  he  question  was  put  and  carried  nem,  dit, 

JUDGE  FOX. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercorn  reminded  their  lordships  of  a  mo« 
tion  which  had  been  made  last  session,  respecting  the  conduct 
of  one  of  his  majesty's  judges  in  Ireland.  He  had  not  since 
that  period  received  any  information  which  was  sufficient  in 
nis  mind,  to  warrant  him  in  altering  the  opinion  which  he  had 
then  formed,  and  upon  which  he  had  founded  his  resolution 
to  m6ve  their  lordships  for  an  investigation  of  all  the  circum* 
sunces  oF  tlie  case,  as  stated  in  the  petition  of  Mr.  Hart,  for 
the  learning  of  every  thing  which  that  iedmed  judge  had  to 
urge  in  his  defence,  and  for  a  final  determination  upon  the* 
whole  of  the  case  as  it  should  appear  to  their  lordships.  He 
now  meant  only  to  inquire  of  their  lordships  what  mode  should 
be  adopted  for  the  further  proceeding  on  that  subject,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  bring  it  before  the  house  at  whatever  time- 
(heir  lordships  should  think  fit.  If,  however,  no  precise  pe^ 
nod  should  be  determined  on  by  the  bouse^  be  should  move 
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their  lordships  to  take  the  petition  into  consideration  on 
Monday  next. 

Lord  CarUion  had  lately  seen  a  letter  from  the  person  to 
whom  the  noble  marquis  hjld  alluded,  and  he  was  well  con- 
vinced that  it  was  his  wish,  as  well  as  that  of  the  noble  lord 
w^ho  had  just  sat  down,  that  the  case  sJiould  undergo  the  most 
speedy,  full,  and  minute  investigation.  Many  of  the  witnes- 
ses, however,  who  must  necessarily  attend  before  the  house 
were  professional  gentlemen,  to  whom  attendance  at  a  parti- 
cular period  might  be  extremely  inconvenient.  He  therefore 
hoped  that,  if  possible,  they  would  be  called  upon  cither  be- 
fore or  after  term,  according  as  it  might  be  most  convenient 
to  the  Itouse. 

Lord  Haavk'esbury  considered  it  happy  for  this  country,  and 
much  to  the  honour  of  those  who  had  for  a  series  of  years  had 
the  administration  of  our  laws,  that  this  was  a  case  entirelynew 
to  their-  lordshij)s,  and  unknown  to  the  constitution.  For  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  greater  degree  of  i*egularity  in  their 
proceedings,  he  suggested  that  the  house  should  on  Monday- 
take  into  consideration  what  was  the  most  regular  mode  of 
proceeding  in  such  an  extraordinary  case,  and  that  on  Wednes- 
day they  should  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject  matter  of 
the  complaint  contained  in  the  petition  which  had  been  ^ire- 
seated  to  the  house,  no  doubt  with  the  most  pure  and  con- 
scientious motive. 

His  lordship*s  .suggestion  was  immediately  agreed  to. 

Lord  Walsingham  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tees of  the  house. ^^  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY   J5. 

The  speaker  came  down  to  the  house  about  two  o'clock, 
soon  after  whi'ch,  Mr.  Qnarme,  the  deputy  usher  of  the, black' 
rod,  appeared  at  the  bar  and  summoned  the  house,  in  con- 
formity to  his  majesty*s  comftiand,  to  attend  his  m^vjesty  in 
th^  house  of  loids. 

The  speaker  accordingly,  attended  by  most  of  the  members 
present,  left  the  house  to  attend  on  his  majesty  •,  arid  having 
returned,  the  speaker  informed  the  house  that  during  the  re- 
cess he  had  issued  warrants  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  for  new 
writ:,  for  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  Warwickshire, 
Dnmfrie$>  Horsham,  and  Totness. 

.  Mr, 
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Mr.  Foster,  Sir  Evan  Nepeah)  Sir  John  Stewart,  Mr,  Main-* 
waring,  aad  some  othersi  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats. 

The  bill  was  then  moved  for  the  better  preventing  clan- 
destine outlawries,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. . 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Rutland^  in  the  rooni  of  Lord 
Carbcrry.  '  .         , 

For  the  borough  of  Devizes,  lA  the  robtn  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Addington,  seilt  up  to  the  house  of  peers. 

For  Buckingham^  in  the  room  of  Lord  Vi$count  Proby^ 
deceased. 

For  the  county  of  Leitrimi  in  the  rbom  of  Lord  Clement^» 
now  Earl  of  Leitrixn* 

For  the  joint  boroughs  of  Haddington,  Dunbar^  &<;.  in 
the  room  of  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Maitland,  appointed 
governor  of  Ceylon^ 

For  Westlooe,  in  th^  rdom  of  James  Buller,  Esq.  who  hiid 
accepted  of  the  Chiltem  Hundreds. 

For  the  county  of  Peebles,  in  the  rootn  of  Sir  James  Mont^ 
{oroery.  Ban.  appointed  lord  advocate  of  Scotland. 

For  the  city  of  JEdinburgh,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon* 
Charles  Hope,  appointed  lord  justice  derk  of  Scotlaiid. 

The  Speaker  then  informed  the  hchise,  that  the  house  had 
heea  in  the  house  of  lords,  in  pursuance  of  his  majesty's  com* 
mands,  and  had  heard  his  majesty's  gracious  speech  from  the 
throne,  of  which,  for  the  greater  precision,  he  had  procured 
2  copy,  and  would  read  ii  to  tlie  house. 

:    ADDRESS  ON  THE  SPHECHi 

The  speech  of  his  majesty  having  been  read  from  the  chair^ 
Mr.  Dillon  rose  fer  the  purpose  of  moving  an  address  to 
bb  majesty,  ia  answer  to  his  m^esty*s  gracious  speech.  The 
(liferent  paragraphs  contained  in  the  speech  he  wis  confident 
most  give  great  sa(;isfaction  to  every  one  in  the  country. 
Socoe  of  them,  perhaps,  might  giverrise  to  discussion,  but 
that  discussion  at  present  w^uld.neither  b«  necessary  nor  pro* 
per.  Of  this  description  he  thought  the  second  one  relating 
to  Spun  might  fairly  be  considered.  The  papers  relating  td 
that  subject  would  on  a  future  day,  as  they  had  been  assured, 
he  laid  before  the  house,  when  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
f ovcrament  would  appear  to  be  fully  justified.  The  overtures 
that  had  been  proposed  to  his  majesty,  and  which  they  were 
^ssorcd  were  of  a  pacific  nature^  could  not  fail  of  giving 
^eat  satisfiiction  to  that  house,  and  to  the  nation  at  large; 
fhcjr  opened,  undouhtedly,  very*  flatterbg  and  cheering 
prospects.  The  wise  and  dignified  sentiments  of  Russia  also 
Vol.  I.  1805.  D  must 
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must  have  been  witnessed  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  which,, 
by  resenting,  in  many  instances,  the  conduct  of  the  enemy, 
were  very  justly  considered  as  {avourahle  to  the  views  of  this 
country.  With  regard  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  he 
thought  the  house  must  allow  that  we  were  in  the  best  cir- 
cumstances. No  exertions  in  this  respect  had  been  wanting 
on  the  part* of  the  administration..  Irdand,  which  was  al- 
ways considered  as  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the  empire, 
T«fas,  in  every  respect,  well  protected,  and  placed,  he  thought, 
beyond  the  reach  of  every  danger.  His  majesty  had  farther 
directed  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  another  important 
object,  the  justice  of  which  would  be  readily  allowed.  S» 
long  as  the  war  was  necessary,  it  must  be  carried  on  with  spi- 
rit; and  to  produce  this  effect,  it  wouM  be  necessary  to  sup-^ 
port  the  public  credit.  In  regard  to  the  war  with  Spain,  he 
again  repeated,  that  nothing  could  be  said  with  propriety  tilt 
the  papers  relating  to  that  subject  should  be  laid  Ikfore  the 
house,  which  his  majesty  had  graciously  promised  to  do  on 
some  future  day,  when  it  might  with  moK  propriety  become 
a  subjeA  of  discussion.  The  hon,  gentleman  then  mdved, 
that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  &c. 

A/r.  CkarUs  Mams^^I  rise  to  second  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  do  it  with  the  greater  confidence,  as  I* 
flatter  myself,  after  theable  statement  we  have  just  heard,  it 
will  jneet  with  the  unanimeus^  conciarrence  of  the  house.  - 
Sir,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  when  we  are  already  engaged 
in  a  war,  not  of  choice,  but  of  necessity,  it  must  be  highly 
gratifying  to  the  feelings  of  every  one  of  us  to  find  that  the 
enemy's  long  threatened  invasion  has  proved  abortive :  that 
we  have  not  only  protected  our  own  shores,  but  we  have  shut 
him  up  in  his  harbours,  and  blockaded  every  port  fnom  the 
Adriatic  to  the  Texel.  I  say,  sir,  at  a  time  like  tMis,  I  feel 
It  most  peculiarly  my  duty  to  support  his  majcstyV  govern- 
ment, ti^en  we  are  informed  by  his  majesty  *s  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne  that  we  have  a  new  enemy  on  the 
continent  to  contend  with }  an  enemy  misled,  I  fear,  by  weak 
counsels,  and  overawed  by  the  mandates  of  a  powerftil  and 
despotic  ally }  an  enemy,  whose  hostile  view9  were  not  to  be 
averted  by  amicable  interference,  or  suspended  by  negotiation.^ 
Sir,  there  are  moments  when  too  much  caution  becomes  a 
crime,  and  forbearance  sinks  into  pusillanimity.  That  nio* 
ment,  sir,  was  not  far  distant:  Spain  has  declared  vt%ir 
against  us,  and  force  must  be  opposed  to  force.  But,  sir, 
upon  this  topic  I  shall  dwell  no  longer, 'as  the  proper  doca^ 
V  n[K:ntfi 
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meots  are  not  yet  laid  before  the  bouse.  Amidst  this  ex- 
tended warfare^  ^  in^st  be  matter  bf  heartfelt  satisfaction  to 
•every  friend  of  his  country,  to  find  by  his  majesty's  speech 
that  assurances  of  a  pacific  disposition  have  been  received  from. 
France.  God  grant  they  may  be  sincere  !  I  doubt  not  they, 
win  be  met  on  our  part  with  dighity  and  moderation.  I  hear- 
tily congratulate  the  hoiise  upon  the  statement  we  have  heard 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  commercci  revenue,  and  resources  of 
this  great  empire.  In  a  word,  sir,  I  feel  confident  that  this 
iioiise  will  •carry  up  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  assurances  of  its 
most  cordial  aad  unatMmous  support  in  a  crisb  so  momentous 
as  the  present.  For  these  reatsons,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  second 
;the  motion  for  the  address. 

Mr.  Pox  fielt  it  necessary*©  trouble  the  house  with  but  very 
few  words.  He  t?id  not  mean  to  object  to  the  address,  nor 
had  he  risen  for  the  purpose ^f  urging  any  opposition  to  those 
parts  of  it  with  which  he  was  -not  altogether  satisfied.  Ho 
wished  barely  to  make  a  feW  observations  with  respect  to  two 
omissions  i&*his  majesty's  speech,  as  well  as  to  another  omis- 
sion in  tlie  address.  In  the  uninformed  state  in  which  the 
hcHise  was,  respecting  the  circumstances  to  which  the  omis- 
sions rdated,  they  coiild  not  judge  ctf  the  grounds  on  which 
ihc  propriety  of  making  thepi  jested ;  nor  could  this  be  n\ade 
evident,  .without  still  further  ^planatiqn  than  wtjs  contained 
4:ither  in  the  speech  or  the  address.  As  to  the  omission  yfi 
the  address,  he  should  first  observe,  that  the  house  was  made 
.♦o  pledge  itself,  on  a  question  on  which  no  further  informa- 
tion was  for  the  present  called  fer,  to  approore  **  his  majesty'^s 
determination,  not  to  give  any  further  explanation  with  re- 
spect to  it,  till  he  shaU  ha^e  xronsulted  with  certain  courts, 
with  which  he  maintained  a  oopfidential  intercourse  and  con- 
ncctjcm.*'  It  had  not  appeared  to  him  in  the  fiiist  'view,  why 
any  exptans^iion  on  the  subject  was  necess^^ry.  When  bis  ma^ 
jesty  declared  that  he  was  ready  to  ent^  into  iiegotiatlooas^ 
and  accede  to  such  conditiqns  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  as 
were  consistent  with  the  ho<iour,  ^<curity,  .and  welface  of  his 
empire,  that  was  $tll  he  wsi^  bound  to  express^  ,or  the  house 
coidd  witli  propriety  require.  But  when  his  majesty,  in  stat- 
ing this  readiness,  ilso  declared  Jthat  he  .would  not  give  any 
fiinher  explanation  until  he  had  consulted  other  powers,  not 
stated  to  be  in  alliance,  but  on  ,terms  of  confidential  inter- 
course and  connection  with  him,  he  was  not  prepared  to  agree 
m  approving  (A  this  determination,  until  he  should  know 
icbat  was  the  nature  of  ^this  ctm&dential  connection.    It  was 

D  *2  possible 
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possible  tl^t  the  reasons  might  be  good  for  this  determination. 

*  It  wa$  possible  that,  when  he  should  be  acquainted  with  those 
reasons,  he  should  consider  them  as  strong*  as  those  who  had 
advised  his  majesty  to  declare  it.  But  he  would  not  advise 
the  house  of  commons  to. sanction  by  its  approbation  such  a 
determination,  whilst  so  totally  in  the  dark  respecting  the 
reasons  upon  which  it  was  founded.  As  to  the  ombsions  in 
the  speech,  there  was  one  which  excited  in  him  much  9ur-> 
prise.  When  he  had  heard  the  name  of  the  hon.  gentlemaq 
who  was  to  move  the  address,  when  he  called  to  mind  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  catholic  question  had  been 
lost  three  or  four  years  since,  he  had  expected  that  some  re-, 
commendation  on  the  subject  would  have  been  contained  in 
the  speech.  He  hadexpectecl  that  the  first  advice  to  his  ma* 
jesty,  at  least  from  some  of  hi^  present  ministers,  would  bo 
to  recommend  to  his  parliament  this  measure,  so  essential  to 
give  full  eilect  to  the  unipn  of  the  empire.  Without  the 
adoption  of  this  measure,  the  measure  of  the  union  must  fail  ^ 
to  produce  any  of  jts  boasted  benefits.  He  had  therefore  en;« 
tertained  a  ^anguiqe  expectation  (hat  the  fneasure  would  noW 

^  be  brought  forward,  and  that  expectation  had  been  consider*-' 

•  ably  increased  when  he  heard  the  name  of  the  hon.  mover  of 
the  address.    Hfe  was  disappointed,  however,  in  .finding  that 

,  there  was  not  a  single  expression  in  the  speech  to  shew  Uiat  it 
was  in  the  intention  of  ministers  to  take  up  the  consideration 
of  the  subject ;  and  if  the  subject  should  not  be  taken  into 
consideration,  no  honest  man  could  be  of  opinion  that  the 
situation  of  the  empire  would  be  prosperous,  or  its  tranquil- 
lity stable.  He  thought  it  extraordinary  that  the  hon.  mover 
iiad  not  even  adverted  to  it.  As  to  what  the  hon.  rpover  had 
said  of  all  that  had  been  done  for  the  defence  of  Ireland,  he 

.  was  ready  to  agree  that  its  military  and  naval  defence  should 
be  placed  on  the  most  respectable  footing ;  but  the  best  de« 
fence  of  any  country  would  be  the  complete  union  of  the 
people  who  compose  its  inhabitants.  With  respect  to  the 
other  omisslpn,  which  was  perhaps  of  more  impoltance,  Ke 
thought  it  right  to  say,  that,  on  all  former  occasions  when 
great  measures  had  been  enacted  by  parliament  for  the  welfare 
and  security  pf  the  country,  it  had  been^ usual  forbid  majesty 
in  his  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  to  pay  some, 
compliment  to  their  efforts,  by  stating  the  success  that  bad 
attended  their  measjures.  Though  he  was  one  of  those  who 
were  of  opinion  that  this  complimeut  w.as  sometimes  not  de- 
served, yet  when  he  recollected -the  many  nights  he  had  sat  up 
•      *       .  in 
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in  the  discussion  pf  the.  measure  of  last  session i  fbr  raising  sn 
additional  force  ;  when  he  called  to  mind  that  that  was  the  first 
measure  of  a  new  administration,  as  some  considered  it,  but 
vhich  others  as  strenuously  denied  it  to  be;  when  he  reflected 
that  this  measure  was  the  only  di&rence  between  that  admi-- 
niscration  and  one  that  had  been,  perhaps  justly,  stigmatized 
for  its  imbecility,  and  that  it  did  not  profess  to  be  a  measure 
for  the  improvement  of- discipline,  biit  for  the  creation  of .  a 
great  disposeable  force,  he  had  reason  to  think  that  some  ac-* 
count  of  the  success  that  had  attended  it  would  have  been 
communicated  in  the  speech  from  the  throne.     From  ail  her 
had  been  able  to  observe,  the  measure  had  not  only  failed,  in 
the  common  acceptation,  vi?:.  of  the  sanguine  expectations 
entertained  from  it^  but  altogether ;  for  it  had  not,  according 
to  all  that  he  could  discover,  answered  any  one  end  proposed 
to  be  accomplished  by  it.     From  this  failure,  one'  of  two 
consequences  would  necessarily  follow;  either  that  we  no 
longer  want  that  great  disposeable  force,  which  had  been  on 
ail  hands  allowed  necessary  to  the  public  security,  or  that 
sonic  other  mode  of  procuring  it  would  be  necessary.    Which 
of  the  two  was  the  case  he  knew  not,  but  he  could  not  avoid 
expressing  bis  surprise,  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  the 
subject  in  his  majesty's  speech.     He  hoped,  however,  that 
this  matter  would  be  satisfactorily  explained ;  and  he  was 
confident  it  ought,  when  he  called  to  mind  all  he  had  himself 
said  when  the  measure  was  first  under  discussion  ;  when  he 
recollected  the  suggestions  that  had  been  thrown  out  on  tlie 
subject,  by  memb^s  who  had  not  the  honour  to  be  in  the 
highest  £ivour  with  the  house ;  when  he  reflected  that  it  had 
then  been  represented  as  a  measure  that  ought  not  to  originate 
with  any  single  individual,  but  to  be  the  result  of  the  col- 
Axted  wisdom  of  the  house ;  when  he  reflected  that  the' re- 
presentations of  those  who  supported  the  proposition  for  tak*- 
.'ng  the  sense  of  the  house,  had  nearly  convinced  it  of  the 
propriety  of  that  course  of  proceeding,  and  that  their  argu* 
ments  had  all  the  rflfect  o£  conviction.    He  thought  that,  as 
this  measure  had  been  the  only  one  of  the  new  administra*^ 
tioQ,  some  allusion  ought  to  have  been  made,  to  it  in  the 
speech.  He  granted  the  measure  had  produced  great  debates^ 
and  aflK>rded  an  opportunity  for  the  display  of  the  talents  of 
those  who  bad  engaged  in  its  discussion,  but  still  it  bad  failed 
ni«its  object.     One  word  more  he  should  say  on  the  subject  of 
that  transaction,  respecting  which  his  majesty  had  given  direc- 
tions to  lay  certain  papers  before,  the  house.    As  it  was  im^ 
•        '  possible 
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possible  to  anticipate  their  contentsi  it  would  be  but  to  prc«- 
judge  the  question  to  say  any  thing  now  on  that  subject.  Yet 
he  could  not  but  admit,  that  on  the  first  view,  the  capture  of 
the  Spanish  frigates,  as  frigates,  appeared  a  measure  unseemlf 
to  the  honour  of  the  nation.  If  that  could  be  done  away  bjr 
a  statement  of  facts,  he  should  rejoice  in  the  circumstance. 
But  he  was  sure  there  never  had  been  a  time  when  it  was 
inare  necessary  that  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  nation 
should  be  maintained  pure  and  inviolate.  In  the  speech,  the 
outrages  committed  by  the  French  government  had  been  ad^ 
verted  to,  and  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  outrages  were 
4ihdoubted,  and  such  as  could  not  fail  to  caU  forth  the  un« 
qualified  disapprobation  of  every  one  who  set  any  value  upon 
the  laws  of  nations,  ,and  the  established  rights  of  civilized 
society.  But  if  after  having  engaged  ia  the  war,  we  were 
disposed  to  change  the  ground  of  the  war ;  if  we  meant  to 
'Stand  for  riglit  and  moderation,  we  should  take  care  to  be 
<Iear  of  any  imputation  of  violence ;  if  we  were  to  engage  ia 
a  new  war  on  a  new  ground,  we  diould  prove  to  the  ^yorlci^ 
whilst  we  were  advocating  justice  and  moderation,  we  were 
ourselves  just  and  moderate.  We  should  act  so  that  sur- 
xwinding  nations  might  «iot  perceive  that  acts  of  violence  and 
outrage  were  committed  on  both  sides  5  that  they  should  not 
conclude  that  two  great  nations  vie  with  each  other  only  in 
outrage,  aggression,  and  violence,  and  that  the  smaller  inde^p 
pendent  states  were  to  be  the  sacrifice.  He  hoped  and  trusted 
that  this  subject  would  be  fiiUy  and  satisfactorily  explained. 
He  was  confident  that  when  the  question  should  be  under 
discussion,  they  would  come  to  its  consideration  without  any 
partiality  to  our  own  government,  or  the  exclusive  interests  of 
our  country,  without  any  prejudice  against  the  cause  of  Spain  j 
and  that  they  would  look  upon  themselves  as  bound  to  prove 
to  the  world,-  that  in  entin-ing  into  this  war,  we  had  acted 
imder  the  influence  of  necessity,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
strict  axld  immutable  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations.  He 
had  thought  it  jiecessary  to  say  thus  much  previous  to  the 
4{uestion  being  put,  in  explanation  of  his  sentiments  with  re? 
spect  to  the  matter  of  the  speech. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  happy  that  k  would  not 
be  necessary  for  him  to  take  iip  the  attention  of  the  house 
with  many  words,  because  he  perceived  that  it  was  not  in  the 
intention  of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  object  to  the  ad^ 
dress,  or  to  propose  any  amendment.  He  should  only  advert 
-to  those  points  which  had  been  touched  upon  by  that  hon, 

gentleman^ 
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gentleman^  and  principaUy  the  first  he  had  c^eritioned>  in 
which  he  had  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  calling 
eo  the  house  to  approve  the  wisdom  of  his  majesty's  deter- 
aination  not  to  make  any  further  communication  with  re- 
spect to  the  pacific  propositions,  untit  he  should  communicate 
with  certain  powers,  and  especially  with  the  Emperor  of 
Riissia,  of  whom  his  majesty  had  spokdi  in  terms  which,  he 
trusted,  would  afibrd  satisfaction  to  every  member  of  that 
koiise.  He  agreed,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  house,  by 
its  vote  of  that  night,  to  pledge  itself  implicitly  to  any  mea* 
sure  founded  on  the  communication  in  his  majesty's  speech. 
But  if  his  msyesty  expressed  his  confidence  that  the  house 
would  concur  in  every  measure  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  enipire,  if  he  particularly  directed  their  attention  to  cer- 
tam  points  arising  out  of  the  wise,  noble,  and  magnanimouft 
conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  Riissia,  which  were  important 
tm  the  security  and  independence  of  Europe,  he  trusted  that 
all  those  who  were  of  opinion  that  the  commanding  situation 
of  this  country  would  have  a  considerable  influence  on  the 
state  of  Europe,  would  agree  as  to  the  magnitude  and  im«  -* 
portance  of  such  considerations,  and  the  necessity  of  com- 
nxmicating  with  that  august  monarch.  There  would  be  an- 
other occasion  for  inquiring  into  the  grounds  of  his  majesty'^ 
dctennination,  when  the  documents  would  be  before  the 
house,  and  it  would  be  regular  for  them  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion. Then  it  wouM  be  open  for  every  gentleman  to  inquire 
into  the  grounds  on  which  this  determination  rests,  and  to 
shape  his  conduct  accordingly.  It  would  be  obvious  to  every 
hem.  member,  that  there  were  certain  periods  in  the  connec- 
tions between  states,  when  it  would  be  imprudent  and  impo<» 
fitic  to  publish  or  explain  altogether  the  natiu'e  of  them,  and 
he  trusted  that  gentlemen  would  not  look  upon  hini  as^caUed 
on  to  give  a  further  explanation  on  this  subject,  than  was 
contained  in  the  speech.  He  flattered  himself,  that  the  hon- 
Semleman  over  against  him  (Mr.  Fox)  would  da  justice  to 
his  (fiScretion  in  this  instance,  and  consider  what  he  had  thus 
advanced  sufficiently  satisfactory.  With  regird  to  the  other 
cRnission  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  adverted,  as  it 
cook!  not  then  be  a  subject  of  debate,  he  should  not  say  much 
upon  it.  As  the  subject  would,  before  long,  become  the  ob* 
ject  of  the  particular  attention  of  the  house,  it  would  not  in 
that  instance  be  necessary  for  him  to  dwell  upon  it.  'With 
r^ard  to  the  situation  of  Ireland,  he  should  say  one  word, 
as  It  had  been  particularly  adverted  to«    The  hon.  gentleman 

had 
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had  argued  that  the  measure  of  union  would  be  of  no  advan^ 
tage  ta  Ireland,  if  the  €atholic -measure  were  not  to  be  adopt-* 
ed..  When  he  considered  the  time  that  had  elapsed  since  thrf 
union  act  had  passed,  when  he  saw  that  no  proposal  had  beeii 
brought  forwat-d  by  the  hon.  gentleman  sintc  for  promoting; 
that  catholic  measufe,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  why  he  should 
feel  surprise  at  its  hot  being  recommended  nor  mentioned  in 
his  majesty's  speech.     But  as  it  was  not  now  the  subject  o( 
discussion,  he  should  not  dwell  upOji  the  ^opic ;  he  should 
only  say,  that  if  he  had  himself  thought  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man on  the  subject,  he  would  h^ve  considered  it  his  duty  to 
h^ve  advised  his  majesty  to  have  .recommended   it  in  his' 
speech.     What  the  grounds  were   on  which  he  had  icted 
would  appear  when  the  subject  should  be  under  discussion  | 
they  were  sufficiently  known  to  the  public,  and  he  was  con- 
fident he  should  acquit  himself  to  the  country  on  the  occa- 
sion.    "VVith  regard  to  the  bill  of  last  session,  to  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  alluded,  as  no  mention  had  been  made 
of  it  in  the  speech,  it  was  not  regularly  before  the  house;  arid 
It  would  not  be  necessar}'  for  him  to  observe  upon  it  at  any 
length.^    He  was  conscious  however  and  confident,  that  he 
could  urge  satisfiictory  reasons  In  justification  of   it;   and 
though  he. was  ready  to  admit,  that  what  it  had  furnished  as 
an  accession  to  our  disposeable  force  was  extremely  small,  he 
vras  well  convinced  he  could  prove  satisfactorily,  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was  the  most  expedient  / 
measure  that  could  have  been  adopted  at  the  time.     Hedid' 
-.  not  think  it  necessary  to  urge  more  on  this  subject  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  when  it  was, not  regularly  before  the  house; 
he  could  not  omit  howjever  to  state,  that  our  military  situa- 
tion had  by  other  measures  been  much  improved,  that  our* 
disposable  force  was  greatly  beyond  what  it  had  been  on  any 
former  occasion,  when  jt  was  agreed  on  all  hands  that  such  a 
force  was  essentially  necessary  to  the  defence  and  security  of 
^  tfie  empire.    He  would  not,  however,  deny  that  further  mea- 
sures were  necessary  to  place  that  force  on  a  footing  or  a* level 
with  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  calculated  to  hold 
our  rank  as  a  great  peopile  amongst  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  he  meant  before  long  to  call  the  attention  of  the  housd 
to  the  subject.     He  had  but  one  other  word  to  add.     Thcf 
hon.  gentleman  had  studiously  avoided .  entering  into  the 
question  respecting  the  Spanish  war,  but  had  enforced  the   * 
necessity  of  our  setting,  particularly  in  the  present  instanec, 
an  example  of  forbearance  and  moderation,    tie  ycrhctW 

agreed 
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agreed  with  the  hoa.  gentlc&mni  that  it  behoved  this  coutitiy 
at  all  times,  and  now  more  than  ever,  to  give  unequivocal 
proo&  of  its  temper,  justice,  and  moderation,  and  when  the 
<]uestioii  should  come  fairly  before  the  house  for  consider!- 
ticKi,  h^  flattered  himself  that  he  should  prove  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doiibt,  that  the  circu<nstance  of  the  capture  of 
the  Spanish  frigates,  so  far  from  being  an  act  of  violence  or 
aggression,  haa  been  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  moderation  ♦^d 
forbearance;  that  his  majesty,  when  he  could  justly  resort  tQ 
and  inforce  the  rights  of  war,  had  from  a  benignant  prin- 
ciple of  forbearance  modified  and  restrained  them  to  certain 
prudential  and  temperate  precautions,  calculated  to  prevent 
a  concealed  enemy  t|t>m  gathering  fresh  strength  to  be  emr 
ployed  against  the  welfare  and  security,  of  his  dominions.  At 
the  question  was  not  then  before  the  hous^,  he  should  not 
dilate  upon  itj  he  should  only  lay  is  his  ckdm,  whenever 
it  should  be  regularly  before  tha  house,  to  vindicate  the 
transaction  from  the  imputation  of  aggression  or  vi61ence» 
and  prove  it  an  in^ance  of  forbeajrance  continued  as 
long  as  the  security  of  Europe  and  our  own  immediate 
interests  would  permit.  He  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
trespass  longer  on  the  attention  of  the  house,  as  he  diet 
not  perceive  any  opposition  likely  to  be  made  to  the  ad- 
dress. 

Mr.  Pox  in  explanation  stated,  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man could  not  be  surprised  at  his  not  having  brought  forward 
any  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  catholic  question,  when  hc^ 
caOed  to  mind,  that  one  of  the  greatest  objections  to  it  thre0 
or  bar  years  since  had  been,  that  as  a  ministerial  measure  it 
would  be  A  good  one,  but  very  unlikely  to  succeed,  if  brought 
forward  by  any  gentleman  not  connected  with  administration. 
If  the  right  boa.  gentleman  reflected  on  what  had  passed  oil 
that  occasion  and  since,  he  would  not  be  surprise^l  at  his  si- 
Ience»  nor  at  his  surprise  at  not  finding  the  measure  recomr 
jncoded  in  the  speech. 

Air.  Jf^fidbam  agreed  with  his  hon.  firiend  (Mr.  Foa),  that 
there  were  some  passages  in  the  address  which  appeared  oh* 
jectipuable ;  but  as  the  subjeAs  of  these  passages  wex^p  to  be 
the  grounds  of  future  discussion,  he  would  not  have  ttoubLed 
the  house  upon  ^hem  at  present,  if  it  were  not  for  what  hsd 
been  said  upon  the  last  point  adverted  to.  It  was  said  ihaft 
there  was  something  extraordinary  in  the  surprise  whidiJ^ 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  justly  expressed,  Uia^t  the  subject 
of  catholic  emaacipatiw.  was  entir^y  passed  over,    lliere^ 
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son  why  his  honourable  friend  thought  the  subject  should  be 
brought  forward  now  was*  that  there  was  a  ministry  which 
was  friendly  to  it ;  the  reason  for  not  bringing  it  forward  be- 
fore wa^i  that  there  was  a  ministry  hostile  to  it.  Under  those 
circtsiniseances,  the  same  motive  produced  the  conduct  wlach 
had  been  observed  by  his  hon.  mend  in  both  instances^  aa4 
his  forbearance  under  the  former  administration,  and  bis«c* 
tivity  noW|'  were  by  no  means  contradictory^  With  respect  ta 
the  subject  of  continental  connections,  he  wished  to  know 
more  of  how  things  stood  before  he  gave  any  opinion,  it 
was  recommended  to  the  house  to  rely  on  what  had  been 
done,  and  it  must  rely  on  it  as  leading  to  the  most  important 
results ;  and  yet  all  the  ground  that  had  been  communicated 
for  this  reltance,  in  this  most  important  point,  ended  in  no^ 
thing  but  an  aUusion  to  the  interest  which  one  power  took  ia 
what  coifcemed  the  stfety  and  public  rights  of  Europe.  He 
thought  a  more  distinct  view  necessary  before  the  sense  of 
the  house  coakl  in  any  degree  be  given  j  but  in  the  hop^ 
that  a  more  distinct  view  would  be  eiven,  and  that  there 
^ould  be  liberty  to*  eiwrcise  the  full  juagment  of  the  house^ 
on  full  and  plear  information,  he  had  no  difficulty  tn  cotih 
curring  in  the  address  for  the  present.  There  was  something 
In  the  address  wkicb- struck  his  ear  as  carrying  in  it  some- 
thing like  a  sort  of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  go^ 
Tonment  of  this  country  toward)?  Spain.  It  was  certain,  that 
in  the  state  of  inforroaticm  in  which  die  house  was  at  present 
on  this  point,  no  positive  approbation  could  be  given,  nor^ 
indeed,  any  fibal  disapprobation.  Bi^t  even  before  the  house 
or  the  country  could  be  prepared  to  express  a  final  opinion 
upon  it,  he  thought  that  in  ssch  a  matter  they  should  exjMness 
their  opinions  upontbe  case  as  far  as  it  went.  When  eases  of 
attch  In  important  nature  were  proceeded  upon  and  expl«ined 
at  intervals  and  by  stages,  no  stage  ought  to  pass  without  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  upon  it.  He  should  be  sorry  that 
any  stage  of  a  ease,  such  as  that  to  which  he  now  alluded^ 
should  pass,  and  the  house  or  any  member  in  it,  omit  to 
stamp  a  chstfacter  on  it  according  t<5  the  view  it  afforded  as 
£u-  as  it  went.  It  had  been  recommended  to  wait  till  fotjer 
inforihation  was  given,  and  he  would  a^ait  that  information ; 
but  he  should  be  sorry  to  rise  without  reprobating,  even  on 
the  information  before  him,  so  far  as  it  went,  the  whole  prin- 
cij^e  of  the  war  with  Spain,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
commenced.  Another  passage  of  the  speech*  that  catted  for 
-yome  present  noticej  was  that  which  alluded  to  ^e  respectable 
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state  «f  die  army. '  If  the  quality  of  the  troops  tras  the 
ground  of  tl^s  character  of  respectabiKty^  he  had  no  doubt 
it  was 'fuUy  justified  t  but  if  by  rapectabiltty  it  was  meant  to . 
eoDVcy-an  idea  of  ^dequtcy^  he  feared  it  was  far  from  being 
sufficicDtly  fouiide4«    Neither  could  he  coincide  in  the  laii- . 
page  ol  the  speech*  .^here  it  mentioned  the  impcpved  disci^ 
plitoe  of  -our  numerous,  volupteers ;  the  real  sta^  of  the  thing 
vtoiAi  have  been  more  properly 'characterise  gs  the  deferred 
(Esriplinc  of  our  less  numerous  vohmtecm-fd  /atfgij.    He 
Sd  not  approve  that  the  formidable  state  of  our  various  de- 
scriptions of  force  was  said  to  have  actvally  deterred  the  ene* 
my  from  making  his  menaced  attempt.    It  would  have  been 
better  to  have  said,  tliat  the  appearance  of  these  forces  vpas 
sufficient  to  deter^  than  to  use  an  expression  which  might 
much  better  have  been  omitted.    The  person  at  the  head  of 
the  enemy  was  knovm  to  be  a  man  capable  of  entertaining 
great  designs^  and  if  ever  he  had  entertained  the  design  of' 
nmiding  this  .country,  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
entertained  k  less  now  than  at  any  former  periods     From  this  . 
and  firom  jtbe  iConvictit|n  tiiat  our  army  was  still  far  short  of 
whia  it  ought  to  be,  1^  .could-  ^ot  help  wishing  that  some 
CDOsidct«ible  measures  were  brought  forward  for  its  improve- 
menc.t  He  hoped  bis;  hon.  friend  (*Mr.  Fox)  would  revise 
the  measure   he  h^  -  brought  ^befose  the  house  the  last 
ses^bn;   and  if  nobody. e^e  w<ould  bring  forward  ^ny  mea-^. 
snre  on  the  subject,  he  himself  should  certainly  movefor a 
qmoHttce  of  inquiry  to  tonsider  of  the  best  means  of  im- 
proving the  military  force  of  the  country*    Nothing  had  oc-^  ' 
cured  since  the  time  when  this  proposition  was  before  brought 
ibrward,  to  render  it  less  necessary  now  than  it  was  then,  or 
less  deserving  of  the  approbation  of  those  who  had  then  stfp^ 
ported  it.     Instances  of  the  violation  of  the  law  of  laatiofis 
should  never  be  lost  sight  ofj  he  should  call  the  attention  of 
the  home,  of  the  country,  and  of  his  majesty's  government,  ^ 
to  an  Instance  of  such  violation,  which  he  would  not  suppose 
they  had  ever  lo^t  sight  of,  but  which  he  considered  it  right 
to  keep  ever  alh'e  in  diei^  remembrance.    He  meant  the  case 
of  Capt.  Wright,  which  he  had  adverted  to  at  the  close  of 
Hit  bst  session,  and  which  he  had  hoped  received  all  the 
attcmion  k  deserved.    This  gentleman  was  still  kept  a  close 
prisoner  in  the  Temple,  outraged  by  threats  and  treatment 
very  different  from  that  which  he  ought  to  receive.    He 
worid  Mt- press  ndwfor  any  disclosures  the  steps  ministers 
wy  ha:ve  cakctt-on  this  .subject,  as  it  may  be  the  subject  of 

Ka  future 
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future  discussion ;  nor  would  he  supposd  that  every  thm£  that 
could  or  ought  to  be  done  was  not  dorie.  He  mentioned  ii 
only  to  shew  that  the  thing  lived  io  the  bosom  o^  the  coun- 
tfy^  and  that  the  public  sentiment  would  aid  and  support 
every  endeavour  that  government  woijld  niake  for  the  deliver^* 
ance  of  this  gentlemaui  and  the'redre^l  of  the  violence  oil-' 
fered  to  the  law  of  naitions  in'  his  persbn.  It  was  for  tlfi$ 
reason  that  he  mentioned  the  matter  now  a  second  tixhei  after 
a  long  lapse  of  suffering  on  the  part  of  the  linfortuniite  gen* 
tleman}  he  did  not  know  exactly  how  long^  because  the  days 
and  hours  of  absence  were  seldom  so  particularly  noted  h% 
those  who  were  at  Jlome,  as  the  days  and  hours  of  suffering 
Were  by  meritorioi^fs  officers  in  undeserved  and  unworthy  lin-* 
pHsonment.  He  hoped  this  mention  now  would  attract  all 
due  attention  to  the  case,  fmd  that*  every  efibrt  would  ht 
made  to  obtain  a  riemedy,  even  if  we  should  be  under  the 
necessity,  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  sdl  other  nicans^ 
to  recur  to  the  e^ctremity  of  making  repr^ab  in  this 
country,  b^  confining  the  enemy's  officers  here,  and  sub- 
jecting them  to  similar  hardships.  Ttie  right  hon.  gentle** 
manl  concluded  with  saying,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say» 
that  he  meant  to  carry  into  execution  the  design  he  ioA 
mentioned,  and  therefore  gave  notice,  that  on  ho  octant  da^^' 
Monday  se*nnight>  he  would  move  for  a  committee  to  in^ 
quii*e  into  the  present  state  of  the  defence  of  the  countrys 
with  a  view  to  its  iriiprovement. 

The  (Question  was  then  put  on  the  address^  and  agreed  to 
mm.  ri^.-^Adjoumed.  ' 

H  O  U  S  E   O  F  L  O  R  D  S.  :       , 

WtbNESDAY,  JANUARY  l6. 

.  Tbc  Lords  met  at  two  o'clock,  and,  after  the  usual  xoutme 
business  was  gone  through,  proceeded  to  St.  Jama's  with 
their  address  to  his  majesty  on  his  most  gracious  speech* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS; 

WBDMESDAT^  JANOAXT  i6. 

Lord  Eirington,  the  'Right  Hon;  O.  Rose,  the  Hon.  G. 
Villiers,  and  G.  W.  Thdhissoo^  Esq.  were  introduced,  and 
took  the  oaths  and  their  seats.  ^ 

XNDtA. 

Mr.  Franeis  adverted  to  a  motion  which  he  bad  made  in 

the  course  of  the  last  scssioni  for  the  production  of  certain  pa-' 

'  *  *  •    .  pert' 
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pers  respecting  Indt^  $td  whidi  t^as  not  eompUed  witfai  as  the 
papers  were  not  then  arrived  to  idiich  his  motion  rrferred. 
Undercrandin^  npw  that  those  papdrs  were  received,  the  hon. 
nsember  submitted  a  motion,'  that  there  should  be  laiil  before 
the  house  copies  of  all  suth  treaties,  etigagements,  and  corres- 
pbndence,  as  ha^^  taken  place  betwieen  the  governments  of 
Bengal;  Fort  St.  George  and  BomWy,'  and  any  ofthestirViv- 
bg  Sfaihomctan  prhices  in  the  upperpart  oflndii,  particidarly 
with  the  Mogul.-— Ordered  icc&rdihfffj      ' 
'  Mr,  Fronds  gave  notice,  that  *he  wouM  on  Monday  next* 
move  for  the  jntKluctiori  of  some  further  papers  ii^ith  respect 
to  India.     The  papers  for  which  he  meant  to  move?,  the  hon. ' 
niember  said,  would  refer  to  the  hostilities  with  Hblk^r, 
the  cause  of  which  the  bouse  and  the  country  was  naturally 
anxious  to  ascertain. 

Lortl  WiUiam  Rirssdl  presented  a  petition  from  the  proprie- 
tors dfthc^Surrey  iron  railway,  which  was  referred* to  a  private 
committee. 

The  committees  of  religion,  grievances,  courts  of  justice, 
trade,  and  privileges,  were' appointed. 

*Thc  usual  standing  orders  of  the  house  with  respect  to  the 
pt^thtxtioik  cff  petitions  •relative  to  contested  elections,  &c. 
utre  ixiovtd  and  agreed  to. 

The  Hdn*  Mr.  Dilloq  brou^t  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed*  to  prepare  an  address  in  answer  to  his  majes- 
ty's speech. 

'  The  adchxts  was  read  and  agreed  to.  It  Wai  ordered*  that 
this  address  stiould  be  presented  to  his  majesty  by  the  whple 
house,'  and  that  such  members  as  were  of  the  privy  council 
should  wait  on  his  majesty  to  know  when  he  would  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  receive  the  same. 

*  Ordered,  on  the  tnotion  of  the  Chancellof  of  the  Escbe- 
^ler,  that  his  majesty!s  speech  idiOuM  b^  ts&cn  into  Itmhcv 
consideration  next  day. 

The  ninth  report  from  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquii^ 
presented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS.       .  ^ 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  17.  ., 

iKM^d  EUenborough  introduced,  a  bill  .to  supply«an  oiuissiou 
in  the  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  passed  last  session. 
\  After  going  through  some  private  business  the  houBe-  ad- 
jonmcd  till  Monday.      .     *.     .  ' 

•  HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 

'    THURSDAY,  JANUARY  17. 

The  house  assembled  a  Iktle  before  two  o'clock.  ^ 

Lord  ^topford  immediately  came  to  the  bar,  and  acquaint^ 

the  house  tliat  his  majesty  had  been  grappusly  pleased  to  np» 

poim  twoo'dock  that  day  for  rcfeivlngth^  address  of  the 

i^^'  '  .  .  .-.  .     - 

Lo:*i  Marsham  gave  notice  ti^at  he  would  on  Monday  next 
propose  a  day  for  the  further  proceeding  on.  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Middlesex  dection  of  i£o2*  lliis  was 
postponed  last  session  until  an  early  period  in  the  present. 

Cm  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  committee  pf  jsypply 
was  appointed  to  sit  on  Monday  next. 

The  house  was  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  and  im- 
mediatdiywent  up  to  St. Jamvs's  with,  their  address,  which  was 
asfojlloivs.  . 

**  Most  Gracious  Soverfigttf 

^  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Commons  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irf> 
laad,  in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  ma«-^ 
jesty  the  thanks  of  this  house  for  your  most  gracious  speeck 
firom  the  throne. 

^  We  have  witnessed  with  pride  and  satisfaction  the  skilly 
and'  intrepidity  of  your  majesty's  navy,  the  respectable  and 
fbroiidable  state  of  your  majesty's  army  and  militia,  the  una* 
bated  aSfcal  and  improved  discipline  of  a  numerous  volunteer 
force,  and  tfic  general  ardour  manifested  by  all  classes  of  your 
nuycfty^s  subjects.  Althcmgh  the  preparations  for  the  inva- 
sion of  this  kingdom  have  been  cmtinucd  with  incessant  actv* 
Vfty,  wcare  firmly  persuaded  that  while  this  spirit  animatcsribe 
country,  and  its  voluntary  exertions  for  its  own  defence  subsist 
in  their  fiill  vigour,  they  will  be  found  sufficient  to  deter  the 
enemy  bom  attempting  to  carry  their  repeated  menaces  into 
effect  'f  and  we  shall  never  forget  that  as  our  security  kw 
arisen  from  the  resolution  with  which  we  have  met  and  pro- 
vided against  the  danger,  we  can  be  preserved  only  by -steady 
ptrseverance  and  unremitting  activity. 

«  Wc 
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•*  Wc  beg  kave  to  return  your  majesty  our  humble  tlunk^  j 
for  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  direct  that  acopy  of  the 
manifiesto  which  you  have  caused  to  be  prepared  in  coase^ 
^Rdcc  of  the  rupture  with  Spain  should  be  laid  before  us,  to- 
gether with  such  papers  as  are  necessary  to  explain  the  discus^ 
sions  which  have  taken  place  between  your  majesty  and  that 
court }  and  we  assure  your  majesty  that  wc  will  take  them  int6 
oiir  early  and  serious  consideration. 

*'  While  we  regret  the  extension  of  hostilities^  your  ma- 
jesty may  reiy  on  our  constant  support  to  such  measures  a& 
may  be  necessary  for  maintaining  the  honour  of  your  crown^ 
and  assertmg  the  just  rights  of  your  people* 

^'^  We  feci  in  common  with  your  majesty,  that  on  thecoati^' 
nent  the  general  conduct  of  the  French  government  has  bees 
maiiLcd  by  the  utmost  violence  and  outrage,  ahd'has  shewn  m 
wanton  defiance  of  the  rights  of  neutral  tcrritoriesi  of  the 
idmowledged  privileges  of  accredited  ministers^  and  of  the 
established  principles  of  the  law  of  natkms. 

''  We  humbly  acknowledge  your  majesty's  goodness  ia 
having  been  pleased  to  inform  us,  that  notwithstanding  these 
transactions  (so  repugnant  to  every  sentiment  of  moderation^ 
and  justice)  your  majesty  has  recently  received  a  communica* 
tion  firom  the  French  government,  eontaining  professions  of  a 
pacific  disposition}  and  while  we  feel  deeply  sensible  of  yonr 
jnajesty's  paternal  regard  and  unremitting  solicitude  for  the 
wel£ire  and  happiness  of  your  people,  expressed  in  your  ma^- 
je$ty*s  earnest  desire  to  enjbrace  the  first  opportunity  of  rc^ 
storing  the  blessings  of  peace,  on  such  grounds  as  may  be  con« 
sstedt  with  the  permanent  safety  and  interests  of  your  majes- 
ty's dominions }  we,  at  the  same  time,  corjiially  agree  whh 
your  majesty,  that  those  objects  are  closely  connected  with  the 
general  security  of  Europe  i  and  we  ackno^rledge  the  pro- 
priety and  wisdom  of  your  majesty's  determination  to  decUnQ 
entbing  into  more  particular  explanation^  till  you  hare  had 

time 
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tixDC  to  communicate  ^th  those  powers  on  the  continent  wkh 
whom  your  m^yesty  is  engaged  in  confidential  intercourse  and 
cwMCtiOii  with  a  view  to  this  impomnt  object. 

^  We  learn  with  pecufiar  satisfaction  that  your  majestji^p^ 
receiyed  the  strongest  proof  of  the  wise  and  dignified  senti- 
ments by  which  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  animated^  and  of 
the  warm  interest  he  takes  in  the  safety  and  independence  of 
Europe* 

^  Muchas  welament  the  necessity  of  imposing  additional  bur^ 
tfaeat  on  ydvr  majesty's  subjects,we  are,  at  the  same  time,  so  sen* 
aiUe  horw  much  their  future  safety  and  happiness  depend  upon 
the  vigour  of  our  exertions,  that  your  majesty  may  rely  upon  oiir 
Sraoting  such  supplies  as  the  exigency  of  the  public  service 
mvf  lexpure^  presenring)  at  the  same  time,  an  anxious  desire 
^flixtually  to  support  public  credit*  and  to  restrain  as  much 
as  poeBi)>le  the  accumulation  of  the  national  debt. 

^  It  affords  m  great  consolation  and  satisfaction  to  observe^ 
that  the  proofs  of  the  internal  wealth  and  resource^  of  th^ 
country  appear  to  keep  p^ce  with  the  efforts  and  sacrifices 
which  the  nature  of  tiiie  contest  requires ;  and  your  majesty 
msiy  firmly  rely  on  our  zeal  to  maintain  and  improve  these  ad-» 
vantages,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as,  by  enabling  your 
majesty  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour,  may  afford  the  bcs^ 
pfospect  of  bringing  it  to  a  safe  and  honourable  termination," 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  a!. 

Lord  Caledon  took  the  paths  and  his  seat. 

Mr.  Williams,  secretary  to  the  board  for  naval  inquiry^ 
presented  the  ninth  report  of  that  board,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A  gentleman  from  the  board  of  accounts  in  Ireland,  pre« 
sentejTthe  26th,  a7th  and  28th  accounts  of  the  commission* 
ers  of  that  board,  which  were  ordered  to  li^n  the  table. 

Lord  EDenborough's  bin  for  amending  and  explaining  the 
Insolvent  debtors'  act  of  last  session,  was  read  a  second  tim^ 
ill4  ordered  to  be  committed  next  day. 

The 
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The  Earl  (fSuffM  stated  that  it  had  been  hfs  intention  last 
session  of  parliament  to  trouble  the  house  with  a  motion  rela- 
tive to  the  state  of  Ireland.  ISiat  intention  he  had  commu- 
i}|cated  to  soji>e  of  his  friendSf  but  it  liad  been  deemed  better 
to  postpone  it  to  the  present  session*  Fortunately  for  this 
country;  fortunately^  he  hopedy  for  Ireland^  tKere  was  now 
at  the  head  of  afiairs  a  minister,  who,  in  some  measure,  stood 
pledged  to  the  people  of  Ireland  to  give  them  his  support 
whenever  their  case  should  be  brought  before  parliament. 
He  believed  it  would  be  determined  in  a  very  short  time, 
whether  the  Roman  catholics  of  that  count'rywer6  themselves 
to  petition  parliament  for  relief.  Till  that  point  was  settled 
he  should  not  think  it.  necessary  to  trouble  the  honsc;'but  if 
no  such  petition  was  to  be  presented,  he  now  gave  notice  ttnt 
he  sliould  take  an  opportunity  of  submitting  to  the  house  a 
motion  relative  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  in  which  he  should  ex- 
pect the  support  of  the  minister,  who,  he  considered,  had  al- 
ready pledged  himself  to  that  effect. 

Eari  Darnley  vras  desirous  to  be  acquainted  with  tlic  effect 
of  a  measure  brought  forward  last  session,  commonly  known 
.by  the  name  of  the  additipnal  force  bill.^  He  haid  reason  to 
a^ehend  that  this  measure  was  far  from  having  attained  its 
object,  or  rather  that  it  had  proved  wholly  inadequate  to  it. 
Should  there  be  no  objection  to  such  a  motion,  he  w6uld  now 
give  notice,  that  it  was  his  intention  in' a  few  days,  to  move 
that  there  be  Jaid  before  the  house,  an  account  of  the  number 
of  men  raised  through  the  operation  qf  the  said  act.  That 
motion  he  should  follow  up  with  .another,  respecting  the  ope- 
ration of  the  same  measure  with  regard  to  Ireland.  The  noble 
lord  was  desirous  to  make  the  motions  separately  •,  because, 
with  regard  to  Ireland  at  least,  it  would  appear,  that  the  pro- 
visions of  that  bill  were  not  only  inadequate  for  the  defence  of 
that  country,  but  proved  moreover  an  onerous  and  oppressive 
tax  on  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  far  beyond  that 
DToportion  which  by  the  articles  of  the  union  it  was  bound  to 
bear. 

LordHa^trkesh/ry  did  not  conceive  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  j  the  noble  lord  might  make  it  then,  if 
he  thought  proper ;  nor  was  it  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to 
make  separate  motions  on  the  same  subject  respecting  the  two 
countries.  '^ 

'  Earl  Darftiry  acquiesced  in  part  of  the  noble  secretary's  sug- 

pe<tion,  but  persisted  in  dividing  the  two  motions.     His  lorJ- 

ihlp  then  moved,  tliat  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
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maj^ty,  praying  that  his  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before  that  house  an  ac« 
eotintoftbenumber  of  men  raised  in  pursuance  of  the  addi- 
tional force  bill.  >  This  motion  was  agreed  to,  as  alsoa  nmihr 
one  whidx  regarded  Ireland  only. 

JUDGE  FOX. 

ilie  Marquis  of  Abercorn  called  the  attention  of  tlieir  lord- 
ships to  a  suDJect  (the  conduct  of  the  hon.  Judge  Fox),  upon 
which  he  had  last  session  intended  to  have  submitted  a  mo- 
tion to  their  lordships.     In  the  first  instance,'  however,  he 
should  beg  leave  to  present  certain  petitions  from  the  persons 
who  conceived  themselves  to  be  aggrieved  by  that  conduct. 
The  noble  marquis  then  presented  petitions  from  Mr.  J.  Hart^ 
Mr.  Wm.  Armstrong,  and  other  jurors  of  the  county  of  Fer- 
managh, and  Alexander  Irwin,  Esq.  high  sheriff*  of  the  same 
county.— The  petitions  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble. The  noble  marquis  next  adverted  to  the  heads,  or  particu- 
lars of  the  charges  which  he  intended  to  bring  forward  against 
Judge  Fox.    1  he  substance  of  them  was  nearly  the  same  as 
those  which  he  had  submitted  to  their  lordships  last  session. 
They  were  then  seven  in  number:  he  had  now  omitted  two  of 
them,  as  containing  matter  of  too  trivial  a  nature,  or  as  found- 
ed in   misconception.    The  third  article  he  had  drawn  up 
anew,  or  rather  methodized  it  out  of  what  it  contained  last 
year.  These  papers  comprised  the  grounds  of  the  charges  that 
he  deemed  it  necessary  to  advance  against  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  judge,   and  he  should,  on  Thursday  next,  move,  that 
they  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  and  that  their  lordships  be  summoned  to  attend 
on  that  day. 
r        The  Lord  Chancellor  could  not  but  remind  their  lordships, 
how  nice  and  important  a  question  was  that  to  which  the  mo- 
tion of  the  noble  marquis  intended  to  direct  their  deliberation. 
Their  decision  on  such  points  must  be  of  the  most  serious 
nature.     They  would  recollect  tliat  the  judges,  according  to 
.  an  act  of  the  first  of  his  majesty,  were  not  to  be  removed,  or 
called  upon  to  answer  for  their  conduct,  but  in  consequence 
of  addresses  to  his  majesty  from  parliament  to  tliat  effect.     It 
would  be  for  their  lordships  to  consider  how  tlie  papers  laid 
before  the  Iiouse  afforded  matter  for  their  lordshi])s  conside- 
ration in  their  judicial  capacity,  and  how  far,  and  in  what  man- 
ner it  might  be  proper  for  their  lordships  to  proceed  upon 
them      Fortunately,   few  cases  had  occurred  where  judges 

were 
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were  thus  adiedupon  to  answer  for  their  conduct ;  and  their 
lordships  would  therefore  be  the  more  cautious  as  to  the  xnoda 
of  their  proceeding.  Perhaps  it  might  be  right  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  inquire  how  far  the  papers  ob  the  table  contained 
matter  of  importance  enough  to  proceed  ujpon  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house,  whose  opinion  and  aec|sion  on  such  a 
poe  must  be  followed  by  such  serious  consequences.  The 
noble  marquis  himself  who  brought  forward  the  question 
seemed  to  be  fully  aware  of  the  delicacy  dl  its  nature }  and 
in  bis  opinion  the  noble  marquis  had  very  properly  changed 
the  head  or  title  which  he  gave  last  session  to  the  paper  that 
day  laid  before  their  lordships.-  It  was  then  intitled,  HfaJs  of 
Complaints,  &c.  aeainst  Judge  Fox;  now  it  simply  purported  to 
be,  particulars  of  the  conduct  of  Judge  Fok^  and  it  was  in 
other  instances  new  modelled  from  the  shape  in  which  it  had 
made  its  first  appearance.  It  was  needles,  at  present  to  sug- 
gest any  thing  more  on  the  delicacy  of  such  a  question,  or  on 
the  solemnity  of  the  decision  which  their  lordships  might  be 
called  upon  to  pronounce. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motions  of  the  noble 
marquis,  which  were  agreed  to;  and  the  house  adjourned. 


.      HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  21. 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  house,  that  on  Thursday  last 
that  house  had  waited  on  bis  majesty  with  their  address,  to 
which  his  majesty  had  been  pleased  to  return  the  following 
most  gracious  answer. 

*•  GetaUmen^ 

"  I  return  you  my  warmest  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutx* 
ful  address. 

^  It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  receive  the  de^ 
claradon  of  your  full  concurrence  in  the  sentiments  which 
have  dictated  my  answer  to  the  communication  from  the 
French  government. 

(<  The  cohvictiop  you  express  th^t  the  saf<^  and  permaneoi 
interests  of  this  country  are  closely  connected  with  the  secu* 
rity  of  Europe,  and  the  cordial  assurances  of  your  zealous 
support  in  enabling  me  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour  till 
it  can  be  brought  to  a  safe  and  honourable  teimination,  ar< 

F  2  ^  calculated 
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calgulated  to  produce  the  happier  effects  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  affairs," 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Droltwich,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester. 

A  petitioji,  was  presented  by  Sir  J'  hn  Anderson,  from  cer- 
tain coal  factors,  whose  names  were  thereunto  suljscribed, 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  act 
for  estabhshing  and  regulating  a  coal  market  in  the  city  of 
London,  By  this  act  it  was  ordained,  that  the  names  pf  the 
factors  should  be  attached  at  whole  length  to  their  various 
accounts-  Several  of  the  petitioners  had  inadvertently  abbre- 
viated their  signatures,  and  the  object  of  this  petition  was  to 
indemnify  them  against;  these  and  other  literal  and  unintention- 
al erroj^s.     Referred  to  a  committee. 

Lord  Marsh^oi  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the  sheriffs  at  the^  election  for  the  county 
of  Middlesex  in  1802,  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Tues- 
day sc'nnight. 

The  Speaker,  with  a  view  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord, 
suggested  that  the  resolution  which  that  house  had  unani- 
mously adopted  last  session,  to  investigate  the  business  early 
in  this  session,  be  read,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
motion  of  Lord  Marsham  agreed  to. 

INDIA. 

Mr,  Francis — ^Thc  motion  which  I  mean  to  submit  to  the 
house  will  not  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  trouble  you  with 
many  reasons  in  support  of  it,  or  for  more  than  a  few  itii- 
'  nutes;  and,  indeed,  it  appeared  to  me  so  much  a  matter  of 
course,  that  I  should  not  have  thought  it  required  a  previous 
notice  but  for  a  suggestion,  which  I  am .  always  desirous  to 
comply  with.  In  the' course  of  the  last  session,  the  house 
thought  fit  to  order  a  great  variety  of  papers  to  be  laid  before 
them,  to  explain  the  tauscs  of  the  war  which  began  in  1803, 
against  two  of  the  principal  Mahratta  chiefs,  Scindia  and . 
Boosla.  By  the  papers  before  the  house  it  appears,  that  those 
chiefs  were  subdued  and  reduced  to  submission,  and  that 
treaties  of  peace  had  been  signed  with  them  about  the  close 
of  the  same  year  ;  and  it  was  natural  to  conclude  that  there 
was  an  end  of  the  war  in  India.  Nothing  could  be  more ' 
improbable  than  that  any  of  the  remaining  Mahratta  powers 
should  take  up  the  contest,  where  the  others  had  left  it ;  and 
especially  against  an  enemy  flushed  with  success,  and  which 
the  greatest  powers  of  the  Mahratta  empire  had  not  been 

able 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Jak.^.]  •  INDIA..  S7 

able  to  resist.    Nevertheless  it  is  known  that  anothi^  war 
with  another  chief,  c^led  Holkar,  immediately,   or  soon 
after,  succeeded  to  the  pacification  with  Scindia  and  Boosla* 
I  consider  it  as  the  final  act  of  the  same  transaction,  and  that 
the   information  before  the  house  would  not  be  complete 
without  the  papers  relative  to  these  last  hostilities,  which  I 
propose  to  move  for.     I  hold  it  to  be  of  importance  to  the 
good  government  and  safety  of  our  possessions  in  India,  that 
a  regular  communication  of  all  material  transactions  should, 
at  proper  intervals,  be  made  to  parliament,  and  that  the  re- 
cord of  them  sliould  be  preserved  in  this  house.     I  have  no 
doubt  that  Holkar  has  been  subdued ;  his  force,  compared 
with  ours,  is  so  inconsiderable,  that  one  can  only  wonder  at 
his  venturing,  at  such  a  time  especially,  to  provoke  a  quarrel 
with  a  power  so  much  superior  to  him.     Nevertheless  he  has 
certainly  been  able  to  make  some  resistance,  and  we  know 
that  many  lives  have  been  lost  already  in  the  coiu*se  of  this 
petty  war.     In  one  of  the  provinces  ceded  to  us,  called  Bun- 
delcund,  a  party  of  his  cavalry  surrounded  a  detachment  of . 
ours,  consisting  of  two  complete  companies  of  sepoys,  some  • 
cannon,   and  fifty   European  artillery-men,    every  man   of 
whom  were  cut  to  pieces.     The  loss  of  the  sepoys  is  to  be  la- 
mented— that  of  the  artillerv-men  is  invaluable.     The  main 
body,  from  which  this  little  force  was  detached,  immediately 
retired,  and  the  officer  who  commanded  it  was  put  under 
arrest.     I  need  not  say  more  to  prove  that  these  transactions 
deserve  the  attention  of  the  bouse.     I  am  not  aware  of  any 
reasonable  objection  to  the  motion,  but  if  any  should   be 
made,  I  hc^  the  house  will  permit  me  to  reply  to  it.     I 
move  you,  sir,  "  that  there  be  laid  before  this  house  copies 
or  extracts  of  all  letters  or  correspondence   received  from 
India,  before  or  since  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, relative  to  hostilities  between  the  British  government 
and  the  Mahratta  chief,  named  Jesswant  Rao  Holkar,  as  far 
as  mav  be  consistent  with  the  public  service,  and  with  the 
good  faith  due  to  persons  from  whom  secret  intelligence  may 
have  been  received." — ikfore  I  sit  down,  I.  wish  to  mention 
a  subject  connected  with  the  'Mahratta  war,  on  which  the 
house  has  receivecl  no  information.     I  expected  to  find  it  ex- 
plained in  the  printed  pajicrs,  but  in  them  there  is  no  men- 
tion of  it.    In  the  county  of  Guzzerat,  to  the  north-west  of 
Bopibay,  there  is  a  prince  called  the  Gwicowar  :  a  part  of  his 
territory  has  been  ceded  to  the  company,  partly  to  make  . 
good  the  pay  of  our  subsidiary  force  stationed  at  Poona,  and 

for 
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for  ocher  objects  of  indemnification.  Out'  of  tkat  fiind  we 
ought  to  have  received  a  considerable  revenue;  but  to  that 
{N*ince  the  government  of  Bombay  have  lent  a  sum  not  much 
less  than  360,000!.  The  documents  relative  to  this  extraor- 
dinary transaction,  I  think»  ought  to  have  been  hid  before 
the  house  under  the  orders  abready  given,  which  would  save 
time  and  trouble-,  if  not,  it  must  be  the  subject  of  a  parti- 
cular motion. 

Lord  Castlereagh  had  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
papers  referred  to,  but  was  sorry  the  hon*  gentleman  had  in- 
troduced other  circumstances  that  were  not  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  motion.  The  observations  he  had  thrown 
out  respecting  the  defeat  of  that  unfortunate  detachment, 
went,  the  house  would  feel,  to  involve  the  charaaer.  of  an 
officer,  whose  conduct  was  now  the  subject  of  military  in- 
quiry. But,  considering  this  event  in  a  more  general  view^ 
he  did  not  see  that  it  aTOrded  so  much  room  for  complaint  as 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  have  us  believe.  Great  successes 
had  been  obtained  in  other  quarters,  which  much  more  than 
counterbalanced  that  unfortunate  circumstance.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  also  gone  out  of  his  way  in  the  observations  he 
had  made  respecting  the  territories  that  had  been  ceded  as  in- 
demnities^ and  the  sums  granted  to  a  prince  of  the  Guzzerat/ 
These,  the  noble  lord  thought,  would  come  more  properly 
imder  discussion,  when  the  India  budget  should  be  submitted 
to  the  house.  He  had  no  objection,  however,  that  the  house 
should  be  in  possession  of  all  the  information  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  wish.  Indeed  the  qualification  the  hon. 
gentleman  himself  had  annexed  to  the  motion,  removed 
every  objection  that  could  be  made  to  it,  as  he  wished  only  to 
have  such  papers  as  may  not  interfere  with  the  arrangements 
of  government,  or  put  them  in  an  awkward  predicament  in 
regard  to  the  quarter  from  which  they  may  have  received  se- 
cret information. 

Mr*  Francis — I  begi  leave  to  assure  the  house,  that  I  had 
no  thoughts  of  reflecting  on  the  officer  to  whose  misfortune 
I  had  alluded.  I  do  not  even  know  his  name,  nor  is  it  pos- 
sible that  any  thing  said  of  him  at  this  time,  and  at  this  dis- 
tance, can  afiect  his  situation  or  character  in  India.  My  sole 
object  in  mentioning  the  fact  w^,  to  justify  the  motion,  and 
to  exculpate  myself  from  having  intruded  on  the  house,  with- 
out a  strong  case,  or  without  sufficient  reason. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  of  supply,  to  which  also  was  referred  his  majesty ^s 
gracious  speech. 
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Bfr.  AkxaDder.  brought  np  the  report^  which  vas  ordered 
to  he  xeccived  the  next  day* 

Mr.  Huddsson  gave  notice,  that  in  the  committee  o£  sup- 
ply, on  Wednesday  next,  he  would  moire  for  an  additional 
onmbcT  of  seamen. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  22. 

The  commissioners  of  customs  presented  accounts  simibr 
to  those  which  were  produced  in  the  Commons^  all  of  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on.the  table. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

Tlic  order  of  the  day,  for  the  house  going  into  a  committee 
on  Lord  Ellenborough's  bill  for  rectifying  an  omission  in  the 
insolvent  debtors'  bill  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament^ 
being  read, 

Liird  EJlenhorough  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  a  gross 
misrepresentation  of  the  nature  and  object  of  the  present 
bill,  which  had  been  allowed  to  go  abroad,  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary both  for  the  public  information,  and  that  those  un- 
fortunate persons  who  might  suppose  that  they  were  meant  to 
be  relieved  by  the  bill,  might  not  be  deceived,  or  entertain 
£ilse  hopes,  to  explain  the  whole  extent  of  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view,  in  submitting  this  bill  to  their  lordships'  con- 
sideration. The  bill  then  on  their  lordships*  table  was  not 
meant  to  extend  in  the  most  distant  degree  the  benefits  of  the 
act  of  last  session  of  parliament,  to  any  persons  not  expressly 
and  in  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  act  comprehended  in 
the  bin  passed  last  session.  In  &ct,  the  insertion  of  a  single 
word,  or  rather  of  a  single  letter,  (prisons  fat  prison)  into  that 
act,  would  have  rendered  the  present  bill  unnecessary.  From 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  act  it  was  evident  that  its  benefits  were 
meant  to  be  extended  to  all  persons  not  otherwise  disqualified, 
who  had  been  in  prison  previous  to  the  ist  of  January  1804, 
and  Jtill  continued  there.  Yet,  by  the  wording  of  the  oath, 
required  to  be  made  by  the  jailors  of  the  different  prisons, 
along  with  the  list  of  prkoners  in  their  custody,  it  is  nar- 
rowed in  such  a  manner  as  to  seem  to  apply  merely  to  persons 
who,  during  the  period  specified  in  the  act,  have  been  in 
tbat  individual  prison,  of  which  the  person  making  the  re- 
turn b  jailor.  To  rectify  this  narrowed  interpretation  of  the 
'     >  act. 
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act,  and  to  give  it  the  full  scope  which  its  other  clauses  im- 
ported It  was  meant  to  convey,  was  the  sole  object  of  the 
present  bill.     In  the  court  in  which  his  lordship  presided, 
numberless  applications  had  been  made  by  persons  who  had 
been  in  prison  during  the  full  period  required  by  the  act, 
praying  for  a  mandamM  on  the  keepers  of  tlie  different  pri- 
sons to  rectify  their  lists,  according  to  the  different  circum- 
stances of  the  cases  which  presented  themselves.     But,  after 
the  most  deliberate  consideration,  and  after  a  consultation  of 
all  the  judges  on  the  subject,  it  had  been  deemed  beyond  the 
powers  of  a  court  of  justice  to  afford  that  relief  which,  they 
were  nevertheless  convinced,  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  legislature  to  have  bestowed.     Persons  who  had  been  in 
prison,  probably  in  the  Fleet,  previous  to  xht  ist   of  January 
1804,  and  had  afterwards  been  removed  by  habeas  corpus  to 
the  King's  Bench,  or  vice  versuy  it  was  obvious  from  the 
whole  tenor,  of  the  act  of  parliament  were  not  meant,  merely 
on  account  of  such  removal,  to  be  excluded  fro^i  the  benefit 
of  the  act :  yet,  on  the  otlier  hand,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
keeper  of  any  particular  prison  to  swear,  as  was  required  by 
the  act,  that  a  person  so  removed  had  been  in  his  custody 
during  the  whole  of  the  period  specified ;  nor  could  any  court 
of  justice  so  far  annul  an  act  of  parliament  as  to  dispense 
with  so  special   aA  enactment.      In  this  situation   he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  endeavour  to  procure  the  earliest  pos- 
sible relief  to  unfortunate  persons  in  the  predicament  he  had 
mentioneth     He  was  in  his  place  on  the  day  of  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  .had  it  been  competent  then  to  have  brought 
forward  the  measure.     He  had  been  applied  to  by  gentlemen 
xlesirous  of  extending  the  benefits  of  the  act  to  person?  not 
at  present  comprehended  under  it :  but,  however  much  he 
might  have  been  disposed  to  concur  in  any  measure  of  the 
kind,  he  could  not  conceive  it  proper  to  clog,  with  such  a 
burden,  the  present  bill,  which  was  meant  only  to  supply  an 
omission,  and  to  place  persons  in  the  way  of  profiting  l')y  the 
act,  who  already  clearly  fell  under  its  spirit  and  meaning,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  wording  of  a  particular  clause,  from 
availing  themselves  of  its  privileges.     He  therefore  hoped  no 
delay  would  be  suffered  to  take  place  in  giving  effect  to  the 
present  bill,  by  engrafting  on  it  measures  with  which  it  was 
totally  unconnected. 

The  bill   then. went  through  a  committee  without   any 
amendment,  and  was  reported. — Adjgurucd. 

HOUSE 
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Tuesday,  januart  aa.  .'        '   ^^ 

Mi*.  R6wc,  from  the  eomifalsskmeH  of  cusldtns,,  apptfaircd 
M  the  bar  and  presentdd,  pufsuaxit  to  ici  of  parliament!  c^f^ 
tain  accounts  with  respect 'tOprohibit^d"  East  India  goodi  im^- 
ported,  exported)  and  iirarehoiised ;  -and  also  td' naval  stores 
imported  from  Russia  j  together  with  a  list  \9f  Ihe  bfficers  in 
the  cnstoms.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.         ^       '  . '  ' 

A  new-writ  was  ordered  for  the  election  t)f  a  representi- 
\fwe  for  the  borough  of  Agmondediam,  in  the  room  of  Charles 
I>rakc  GarTard,  Esq.  w1k>  has  accepted  the  offiid  of  stcwarfl 
of  the  Chiltern  Huhdredsl    '  .   '  *  "I 

DEFENCE  oi  TttE  COltkTRY*  -    ' 

A/r,  tVindham  postponed  the  motio^^  of,  which  he  hscd 
given  notice  for  Monday  nextf  respectm^  the  sUte  of  our 
defence,  to  the  Monday  tbllowing.  Th^  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  stated  that  he  was  induced  to  make  this  ppst^neitieiit 
£rom  two  considerations:  firsts  as  a  matter  of  «QhvenieQi:e  to 
others^  in  order  to  make  w^J  fpr^^  disqq^ioii  oi  theoMV 
-duct  of  government  relative  to  Spain  and  the  cpi^QmencemQAt 
of  the  Spanish  war,,  w]tu<^,wafl  expected  to  come  on  on -Mon- 
day next :  and  secpndlv,.  that  he  might  h%ve  an  Of^stunity 
in  the  interim  of  seekmg  for  such  infoiimatioBj  and  m^ing 
fisT  the  pvoduction  of  such  papers  as  ^pp^a9:ed.  to  him  netes- 
.sary  to  communicate  iflie  iuU^st  particalans  tothe  hou^e^^tP 
every  branch  of  our  public  fqrcei  and,. to  enable  it  to  conaeitp 
a  fair  and  sat is&ctory  decision  upon  the  imj^rtant  subject' Aa 
which  he  meant  to  faUJt^  ^attention*  'A  list  of  the  sfpreral 
motions  which  he  [uropose^to^ bring  forw;^*49  he.  aanotmced 
his  intention,  of  stating  .to  ,tbe  house  the;  next  day^  .  They, 
would  apply  to  the  different  descriptions  of  our  public  force> 
and  their  object  would  be. to  ascertain.what  anqrease  had  taken 
place  in  eac^  and  {>arti<;\4^y  ^^  .the^  reguUr/armyy  $incea 
certain  period.  Objections  there  might  be  td  some  partieidar 
beads,  hot  heappreh^pded  they  were  suchia3  c^uld  not  apply 
to  all  the  motions  which  he  should  tfiink  it  neces^arj  tp 

The  Choficdlor  of  ihc  Exchequer  asked^  whether  it  wa^.  the 
mtention  of  the  rjght  hon.  gentleman)  tp  propose  the  ^ 
pointment  of  a  committee  upon  this  subject^  such  a9  he  ,hSd 
described  in  his  original  notice? 

Mr.  Windham  answered  in  .the  afGntutive,  .    . 
Vol.  L  i8oj.      ,        G  P* 
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On  the  moiiion  of  tj^e  Qhancell6r  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
time  for  receiving  prhriite  petitions  was  limited  to  the  ist 
of  March. 

£  Qifdered,  x^  tliq^motiogei  of.  Xord  iHcary  Pelty^  that  an 
account  be  laid  he^re  .the  hofue,  ,of  the  e^cports  that  have 
.taken  place  from  this^  country  to  ihe  ports  of  Spain,  in  the 
years  1 863  and.  1 804,  ,as  lar  as  the  same  ^n  be  made  out. 
..,  Mr.  Johnstooe  xx^ycdforan  account  cf  the  net  produce 
^cirthe  permanent  and  wsu*  taxes  fojr  the  year  1804,  distin- 
ciushing.eacL^uartiex,  and  the  produce  ipf  the  permanent 
^om  the  war.  taxes.  Alsc^  for  an  account  6f  the  out  standing 
exdbequer  biHs  on  fhe  jth-instanr*.  stating  tne  several  acts  by 
which  such  bills  were  created,  and  the  funds  upon  which 
they  are  respectively  eharged.-r Ordered'  accordingly. 

The  Speaker' took'  Occasion  to  mention,  that  in  .order  to 
idispsftdh''  the  "prlVai^'  bu^ness,  he  !di6uld  attend  the  house 
"itteh  day  in  fiitiirc  at ^h/^  o'clo«fk,:and  should  take  thechair 
^  'Soon  *after  threfe  *as  tBe  attendance  ef  gentlemen^  shduld 

'  Mr.  AlexaiM^  broiigfitnip  tficrepert  of  the  expTrmg  la^frs 
-committee;  wiStil'w^  oidered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  printed. 

-  *ftr-  Wifflace^roi^  *tp  tte'r^phrlKof  the  committee  'of 
mppiyi  which  'was  a^ed  io^  anii  the  tbmmittee  oudered  tor 
tit  apinihe  ii^b  Q^f,  /, 

^^  fhe^mdttofi' df  :M^.  Htil<stSUon,.- ^<;  feflowing  estimates- 
^aN5  ordered  to  Ite'laid  ^before  thcheusc*^  an<f  that  an  ad- 
dit9S  should  be^pre's^nted  to  his  m^c^'^lee.  pursuant  to  the 
'Sind  order:         ' 

•  An  estimate  of  the -drdinaryeJlqjieriii^s^  of  yie  *a^>  for  the 
^y«fr  r8o5,  Indiifii^  *n  estimate  of  the  hAlf-^^ayof  ofiiccrsir 
^of  the  navy  and'  maimes,  who  hstf  bem  employee^  dlitirig  the 
•htt  war^   -:'-:>     ^ 

All  tsthnat^  bf  the  probable  eipcnce  of  biiildftig  and  re* 
"bnUdib^Qf  shil)^!^!^  majest/s  dock-yards>  aSoVd  fte  w^r 
'and tear,  fcc.  -  ..*:', 

,  An  estimate  of-gtrards^^nd  garrisdns,^  &cJ  iii  Gi-eat  Bri~ 

An  estimate  of  the  office  of  ordnance,for  the  land.«cri^tce; 
'Also  an  acconaf  of  expences  incurcd  for  tHe  year  1604, 
which  have  not  befen  provided  for  by  parliament} 
.  '*  -An  account  of  the  navy  debton  the  3  ist  Deccmbefi  1 805  v. 
An  estimate  of  the  expenceof  the  transport  service  ifbf  the 
year  1805,  and  also-of  4iie  money  that  niay  be  wantecf  fo^^ 
'^Hng^transports  for  the  same'period  % 
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An  estimate  of  the  ptol^ble  epqpciiqe  of  {^rison^  of  war 
in  heakh,  and  also  fdr  that  of  sick  prisbners»  dunng  the  y^ 


1805 . — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LOJIDS. 

WCmfESDAT^  JAKUART  23« 

Lord  Oxmanstown  took  the  oaths  ;and  his  s^t. 

Lord  Ellenborottgh's  biU/  for  supplying  an  omission  in  the 
msolrent  debtors  act  of  hst  session,  was  ra:4  a  third  time  an^ 
pssed. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

WEDNESDATt  JANUA&t  23.. 

A  new  wrk  was  prdcrcd-^for  the  eleetioii  of  a:  represehta"* 
five  for  the  borough  of  Thtrsk,  iii  Toiisshire}  in  roomof  S^' 
C.*^r7  Page  Turner^  deceased. 

l^e  Secretary  at .  War  pitMntedi  the  estimates  respecting 
the  anny ;  and'  Sir  Evan  Nepean  those  respecting  the  navy  1 
which  were  ordered  the  preceding  day.— Ordered  to  be  re« 
Jierr^  to  a  committee  of  supply.  ' 

Oa  the  motion  of  Sir  Evan  Nepean^  the  house  resolved  .into  • 
a  committee  of  supply*  and  the  following  motions  were  put 
and  agreed  to.  '  '^ 

That  120,000  men,  including  30,000  marines,  be  granted 
fcr  the  service  of  the  na^,  for  the  year  1 805. 

That  a  sum  not  exceeding  a,886,oool.  be  granted  fi^  the 
pay  of  the  said  men,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  1I.  17$.  per 
moQth. 

That  2,964,00^  be  gimntedfor  victualling,  &c.  allowing 
it  i8s.  per  month  ftr  &A  man.  . 

Thu  4,68o,dooL  be  granted  for  the  expetice  of  wear  a^nd; 
tear,  &c.  of  shipping. 

Mr.  Jibnjfofte  asked  what  number  of  men  was  at  piTSeny^ 
employ^  in  the  navy  ?  This  was  an  inquiry  which  thehott.* 
member  said  he  did  not  suppoie  there  could  be  aay  objection  • 
to  sacii^,  as  there  was  an  officiiil  Mcoant  of  the  same  nature 
laid  beArr  the  house  about  eight  jnooths  ago. 

Srt  Buan  Nepean  was  not  enabled,  from  any  authentic  do* 
cvmeot^  t0  state  precisely  the  number  of  men  at  present  em« 
pkyed  in  our  navy  \  but,  according  to  the  best  calculatfon' 
he  could  make,  \p^  beBeyed  there  were  abOdt  from  io7,Qoa 

Ga  Tbr 
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]^  Thtf  hem.  baronet ,^ then* inove'ct  that  the  sum  of  39P>oooI. 
s&iould  be  granted  for  ordkunce  lor  the  navy. — Agreed  to.  . 
I'he  house  resumed,  the  report  ^uras  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  the  next  day,  and  the  comtntctee  was  ordered  to  sit  agaia 

on  Friday.  ..  ':  ^'    •  .  ..  -   .  . 

^ATE  OF  THE  ARMT, 

Mn  IVindhtttn  rosg  to  ijnake  hi^  nrpmi^ed  motions,respect- 
jn^tj^c^tate  pf  the  public  force.  The  right  hon,  gentleman 
xejpeated  tihe  observations  he  had  subniitted  before^  tl\at  he 
thought  the  motions  he  meant  originally  to  propose  would  be 
generally  unobjectionable.  However,  as  he  understood  thqc 
were  objections  to  laying  before  the  house  an  account  of  the 
total  of  our  public  Vorccj  or  0/  eath  of  Its  particular  branches, 
he  would  not  go-to  the  extent'' of  applying, for  either.  AU 
though  fhp  grOKm4ft  of  the  objections  stated  had  no  force  in 
hi&  mind^,  :^tf,hjL  ^d  contrived  so  to  fr^me  his  motitoi  as  tor 
obviate  all  objection.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  conclude4 
.with  reading  the  several  propositions hehad  to  submit,  which 
^ere  afterjwards  put  ^om  the  chains  ^d  agreed  to,  'thej  ar^ 
4s  foUows:  '  \  .  \ 
'  •    A  return  of  the  number'  of  cflfectiMC  men  raised  wdcr  the 

eof  last  session,  entitled  the  additional  force  bilU  £?c.  in 
gbmd  aud  Wales;  4istinguishing  t}v6  number  raised  pes 
week,  the  districts  where  raised,  the  number  raised  by  .parish 
.^^fficers,  from  those  pised  by  regular  recruiting  o^cer^  %  aiso 
such  men  from  among- such  levies  as  had  enlisted  for  genera^ 
service^  iip  to  thejatest  peripd.at  which  ^%  said  acppunt  cpuld 
be  made  out!       »...  .  ,    ... 

A«similar  return  for  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

A  return^  &c.  of  the  .effef:tive.  men  ,v^hp  had  enlisted  for 
general  service  from  the  army  o/x^eserye;  distinguishing  suct^ 
.^  bad  enlisted  previous  to  ^be  i  ^t  of  June  last*  from  tho^  who 
had  enlisted  since.' 

>  A  return,  &c.  of  tlie  amount  of  t;h<$forpigp  leyie^  raised  for 
tlie  service  of  this  country. 

A  /etuf  ^i,  &c.  of  the  men  provided  for  the  two  new  )nttar 
Ifons  which  werfs  .^ai^ipg  'm  Scotland,  and  for  ^e  four  new 
battalions  which  wcrf.  rajisiflgjn  jrfijand  for  general  §crvicc5 
distinguishing  ^uch.men  as. had. been  4oal}y  approvef)  frqm 
tjioscwhich  liad  f)epn  ipterme4iatq}y;^nd  f:onditionally  approv- 
ed ;  also  ^^e  date  and  terms  pf  the  letters  of  service  granted  to 
tjie  officer^  ^^o  are  jaising  those  battaKons,  &c. 

A  return,  &c.  of  the  men  who  had  enlisted  and  been  finally 
agp^vcd  fop  general  service  frpoj  those  levies  which  officers 
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were  for  rank  raising  fi)r  limited  service ;  ^Iso  of  tifeirien^wiia 
had  enlisted  from  the  militia,  &c.  eiclusiyc  of  the'  ntw  batta- 
lions in  Ireland  an4  Scodand,  &c.  *- 

A  TctTim,  &c.  of  the  total  numbeir  of  rocraits  for  gendrat 

service  who  had  been  fih:jlly  approved  from  the  commence-' 

mtnt  c^the  war  to  the  1st  of  January  i8«4',  and  frbih'  that  tqf 

the  5th  instant,  or  up  to  the  latest  period  at  which  theisamt^ 

could  be  made  out,  exclusive  of  the  she  new  battalions  in  Ire* 

land  and  Scotland*  an^d  distinguishin^^those^l^ies  which  ha(^ 

received  bounties  for  boys,  those  which  had  been  recruited  by 

ofScers  of  the   regular  army;  ^Iso  distinguishing  those  men 

trho  had  been  raised  and  finally  approved  previous  to  tht'ist 

of  June  last  from  those  which  had  beet!  riised,  &c«  from  the 

latter  period  to  the  5th  instant;  or  u^  to  the  latestperiod-  at 

which  the  same  could  be  made  Out.      •   .      ?- 

An  account  of  such  desertions,  discliarge^,  deaths,  Of*  Other 
casualties  as  have  takeii  place  in  our  tegullkr  artny  from  ike 
rdmoiencement  of  the  war  to  the  ist  of  January  1604,  and 
from  thence  to  the  ist  instant,  or  up  to  the  latest  'period  .at 
which  the  same  could  be  made  out.  . 

A  return,  &c.  of  the  number  of  commissioned  and  pon- 
commissioned  officers  who  have  been  detached  jfrom  the  re- 
giments of  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  receiving^  &c.  such  men 
as  were  raised  under  the  additional  force  bill  of  last  session. 

The  Chafudlor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not,  for  his  own  part, 
any  very  material  objection  to  lay  before  the  house  an' account 
of  the  total  amount  of  our  public  force,  and  to  the  proposi* 
tions  which  had  been  submitted  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
he  had  no  objection  whatever  5  on  the  contrary,  it  was  his 
wish  that  the  house  should  be  in  full  possession  of  all  the  par- 
ticulars to  which  those  propositions  referred,  before  it  pro- 
(:ecded  to  the  discussion  of  that  i^ubject  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  announced  his  intention  of  bringing  for  ward « 

.SPANISH  PAPERS.  \  ,r 

Mr.  Fox  expressed  a  wish  to  know  when  the  papers  relai* 
tive  to  the  negotiation  of  gotemment  with  Spain,  pirifious  w 
the  war,  would  be  laid  befere  the  house-,  and  also  wluit  diiy  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Chancdibr 
of  the  Exchcqa^r)  to  appbintfdr  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
to  ?fhich  those  papers  referred;  .    ^i^j 

'  .The  Chancellor'  of  the  Exchequer  stated,  that  the  papers' to 
which  the  hon.^gentletnan  alluded,  re^uined  inore  time  to 
pint  for  tlic  use  Of  ihe  house  than  h$c  was  K  £rst  aware  of^ 

bu^ 
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%i^.  that  thqr  would  be  h^id  on  the  taHe  the  next  da7.  As 
thoise  papers  were  very  voltiminous,  and  a$  it  was  desirably 
that  the  house  should  have  foil  time  to  consider  thnr  con^ 
leatSy  the  right  hon*  gentleman  thought  it  advisable  po|  to 
bring  ibrward  the  discussion  of  the  subject  as  early  as  he'  ori« 
^inally  inteadedy  but  yifould  appoint  Thursday  se'npight  foi; 
that  pii^pose. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  24. 

I^d  Mulgrave  presented  the  di^ent  papers  expYanatorf 
of: the  causes  which  produced  the  recent  rupture  with  Spain,. 
HisJmdsbip  observed^  that  as  much  time  would  be  necessary 
to  give  them  a  feithful  perusal^  and  a  niature  cxaminatioiiy  ho. 
tlifliiglit  it  would  be  found  more  convenient  to  defer  the  con^ 
atdcration  of  them  from  Monday  t^U  Thursday  next*  His 
'  lordship  then  moWdthat  the  house  b«  summoned  for  that 
day^  which  motioo  was.agr^d  to. 

JUfKrE  FOX. 

The  Marquis  ofAbertorn^  after  a  few  observations,  in  which 
lie  e^tpressed  his  deference  to  the  opinions  of  the  rioblo 
and  learned  lords  on  such  a  subject^  moved  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  matters  which  have 
been  alleged  against  Mr.  Justice  FoTi  and  of  the  evidence 
which  may  be  brought  in  support  of  the  same. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  fully  approved  of  the  shape  in  which 
the  ipotion  was  brought  fdrward,  and  made  a  few  observation^ 
on  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  case  that  was  to  come 
und\^r  their  consideration. 

L^rd  Haivkesbury  also  thought  tho  subject  of  importance 
and  extreme  delicacy.  Their  lordships  would  bee  how  close? 
ly  ilwas  connected  with  two  important  acts,  the  13th  of  WiU 
liam  ni.  and  the  first  of  the  king,  and  they  would  duly  (consi- 
der the  objectand  intentioiR  of  thfse  aqts.  1  his  consideration 
W9«ld  lead'theni  to  refle&  how  far  the  discussion  of  such  i^ 
point  m^;ht  afibct  one  of  tbc.  mM  solid  and  sacred  bulwarks 
dfthe  constittttion'}  for»  with  a  vieif  to  the  security  of  the 
ssiqect  smd  the  uncontrokd  administration  of  justices  next 
^o  the  independence  of  parlian)ent9  and  the  trijd  bj  jury>  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  rank  the  independence  of  thq  judges! 
But  while  that  iuiPIMod^Me^  .w:hicb:COuId  not  t>e  called  ia 
ifxesAtm^  even  J^^.  toe  .preix)gative  oif  the  crownj  without  t^g 

concurrcncer 
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cooctiirdice  of  parliament^  should  be  tpuched  vAA  tvefy  pos* 
sible  tenderness  and  respect ;  their  lordships  would  not  ]09C 
sight  ~df  the  ^justice  that  was  due  to  the  pi&lic,'  and  with  all 
their  defertoee*  for  the  sacred  charterer  of  the  judge^  they 
would  nevertheless  look:  fOr  that  red^itude  ^d  sanctity  of  con-- 
duett  which  alone  could  constitute  that  sacredncss,  aiid  deal- 
Ien|e  that  resoect  and  veneration  In  'Which  such  a  character 
should  be  held. 

'fhe  MarqmsofAhercom  perfectly  acquiesced  in  every  thing 
that  was  advanced  by  his  noble  friend,  and  by  the  noble  and 
kamed  lord  \  and  he'  would  endeatotir  to  shaqpe  his  conduct 
accordingly. 

The  question*Was  then  put  aild'agteed  to. 

The  noble  marqub  then  moved,  that  all  thelocds  wha  ha^ 
been  present  this  session,  be  menlbersof  the  Momittee  ;  and 
that  it  do  sit  on  the  7th  of  February  next. 

lliese  motions  were  seva  ally -put  and  agreed  tO|  after 
which  the  house  adjoumed. 


HOUSE  OF  CaMMONS. 

Lord  Qlenborough's  bill,  supplying-  certain  omissions  ia 
Oeact  of  hst  session  for  dserelidF<]f  insoliipt  debtotib  w» 
^■onght  firom  the  Lords*— Read  a  first  timci  and  ordered  to 
be  rod  a  second  time  thenext  day,  and  to  bdmnted^ 

Sir  lohn  Anderson  bjrought  up  the  rq)ort  02  the  committee 
to  which  the  coalfactors'  petition  "was  vefimed,  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  )flSrx,Q  indeaanify  all:  persons  who  had  iIuf*, 
jmentionany  incuii'e^  the  penalties  thcsein  complained  o£ 

Lord  George  Cavendish  presented  a.petkion  firom  the  bax- 
lifi  and  other  magistrates  of  the  borough  of  Knaresboro^gh^ 
in  TorUiire,  stating,  that  a  new  writ  lad  been  issoedibrthe 
election  of  a  membo:  for  that  borough^  on  the  9th  of  July 
T804:  that  —— -  Fox,  Esq.  the  sheriff^  had  direaed  Ins  pre- 
cept to  John  Carr  and  James  Collins,  the  returning  offioers^ 
appointing  the  30th  of  July  for  the  election ;  but  that  on  that 
day  a  mob  assembled,  insulted  and  knocked  down  several  maf- 
gistrates,  and  committed  sUch  acts  of  outrageous  violence  as 
to  prevent  the  election  from  taking  place. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  George  C^vendish>  the  above  peti- 
don wa»oidered  to  betaken  into  consideration  on  Tueiday, 
•die  a^  day  of  February  next* 
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Mr.  Huskis^pn  gave  notice  that.in  thi:  comnpik|ee  of  supply^ 
thc.Yicx^  day^  i^  should  move  the  army  estimates. 

The  Chancclloi'  of  the  Exchequer  laid  before  the  house  thcr 
papers  relative  to  the  late  discussions  withSpain,^  aAd  ihp'^ed 
that  th.ey  be  taken  into  consideration  ori,tnat  dayse*nnrght, 
which  was  agreed  to.  .  . 

The  Cliiincellor.of.  the  Exchequer  informed  the  members, 
that  the  papers  were  printed,  and  ready  for  delivery.— Ad-i 
journed. 

-•.  .        -  ■  • 

'    .    HOtrSEOF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  25. 

Mr.  Nolan  was.htard  fof  the  appslldnts  in. the  Scotch  ap« 
peal,  •Smith  apd  others  agsiinst  Yelton;md  others,  /ll^  for-* 
therJiearing  was  postponed  till,  Monday w — Adjourned  till 
Monday* 

MOUSE  OF  COMMONS'     .: 

FRIDAY,  JA.NUARX   25. 

Mr.  Robert  Mitfqrd,  .from  thc.^ommissioiicrs  of  customs 
of  Scotland,  presented  gn  estimate  of  the  duties  dF  customs  out- 
standing on  bond  or  otherwise  for  the  year  1804;  as  also 
from  the  board  of  excise  for  Scotland,  an  estimate  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  exifitof  the  iatne  tfescription  J  which,  with  several 
i>th<r  ^ccotints-from  Scotland,  were  ordered  to  lie  oti  the'ttf- 
blej,  and  to  beamed. 

Certaiix  accountsr  from  tbef  dommtestonersof  the^6rthem 
ligTit-house*  were  presented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on' the  table*  • 

Mr.  ^itfordj  from  the  treasury,  presented  a  list  of  thep&b^ 
lie  accountatlts  against  whom  processes  had  been  stayed,  pun- 
suant  to  two  acts  of  his  present  majestyi  which  was  ordered 
to  lie, on  the  table.    •    '  / 

'  Sir  John  Anderson  {>resehted  a  petition  from  Sir  William 
Rawliji^s,  Knt.  md  Rot^rt  Albion  Cox,  ^Esq.  who  presided  at 
sheriffs  of  Middlesex,*  it  the  general  election  for  the  cootity 
in  1802,  praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves  or  their  counse)» 
in  exculpation  of  their  conduct  at^  t&e  laid  elcttion«  The 
petition  stated,  that  whilst  serving  the  office  of  sheriffs,  they 
had  presided  at  the  contested  election  for  a  bridge-master  cf 
London,  for  the  election  of  representatives  in  parliament  for 
the  city  of  London,  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  that 
they  had  received  the  thanks  of  a  common  hall,  for  thdr  firm» 

'.    »  ;         manly, 
*  Stp  the  first  series  of  Spanzsb  Papers*  subjoined. 
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tnanly,  and  consciexitioiis  perform^ce  of  the  constitutional 
duty  in  a  year  of  unprecedfinted  di^icoky  j  that  they  were 
themselves  ignorant  of  the  law,  and  had  acted  under  the  di-* 
rection  of  the  under-^sherifi,  all  of  whom  were  uniformly  at- 
tomies;  that  they  had  acted  during  the  whole  of  the  election 
Without  partblity,  and  therefore  prayed  the  indulgence  of  the 
house  to  be  heard  by  counsel  in  their  justification. — Ordered. 

Lord  William  Russell  presented  a  petition  frpm  certain 
persons  whose  names  were  thereunto  subscribed,  claiming  a 
right  to  have  voted  at  last  election  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex. The  petition  recounted  the  particidars  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  that  election,  and  after  detailing  the  circumstan- 
ces which  rendered  their  votes  unavailable  in  the  final  deci- 
tem  of  the  poll,  though  they  had  been  ready  to  verify  their 
right  to  vote  upon  oath,  prayed  such  relief  in  the  premises  as 
to  the  Wisdom  of  parliament '  should  seem  meet,  and  that  «n 
early  day  should  be  appointed  to  take  their  case  into  consi- 
deration. 

The  petition  wais  then  ordered  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  Tuesday,  the  19th  day  of  February  next. 

Sir  Evan  Nepean  gave  notice,  that  he  should  on  Monday 
next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  for  a  time 
to  be  limited,  the  bills  for  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  ccnrpus 
act,  and  for  establidilng  martial  law  in  Ireland. 

TTie  insolvent  debtors  act  amendment  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

A  new  writ  was  ordercd>  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne,  for  the  election  of  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county 
of  Hertifordj  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  P.  Lan^>  deceased. 

STATE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Afr,  Wtndham  rose  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  motion,  to . 
whichj  he  was  confident,  there  could  be  no  objection.  It  re- 
lerrcd  to  a  p<Hnt  upon  which,  when  he  brought  forward  his 
motions  a  &w  days  since,  it  was  his  wish  to  have  obtained  &U 
and  distinct  information.  He  was  still  of  opinion,  that  i( 
would  be  necessary  to  prociure  information  separately  on  this 
bead,  in  order  to  enable  the*  house,  when  the  situation  of  the 
military  circumstances  of  the  country  should  come  to  be  dis^ 
cbssed,  to  form  a  clear  and  impartial  opinion  upon  it.  He 
had  been  led  to  give  up  this  motipn  by  a  spirit  of  acCommoda^ 
tion  to  bis  right  hpn.  friend  on  the  other  side  of  the  hoyse^  ' 
and  to  genendise  the  motions  he  on  that  occasion  submitted^ 
but  as  it  often  happened^  that  whilst  acting  under  such  an 
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impulse,  a  man  might  concede- more  than  u\>on'  reflect  jon  he 
vrould  deem  consistent  with  prudence  or  discretion,  he  pro- 
posed in  the  present  instance,  to  correct  his.  former  omission 
by  a  specific  motion.  His  object  in  making  it  was,  to  ascei^ 
tain  the  number  oi  men  that-  had  been  raised  in  Colonel 
French's  levy.  He  was  aware,  that  as  his  former  motions  took 
in  the  new  levies  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  it  might 
be  said  that  his*  present  motion  was  included  in  one  of  them*. 
But  as  the  only  inconvenience  that  could  be  apprehended  from 
it  would  be,  that  Colonel  French's  levy  would  be  returned  in 
the  double,  that  inconvenience  would  be  obviated  by  his  mov- 
ing for  a  separate  return  of  that  levy.  He  therefore  moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  thehouse  a  separate  account  of  the  num<>- 
her  of  effective  men  raisedfor  CoU  Frenches  levy  iii  the  united 
kingdom  for  general  service,  distinguishing  the  number  of 
recruits  finally  approved  up  to  the  last  reUxm,  also  the  num- 
ber that  had  received  bounties  as  boys)  and  the  number  of 
officers  appointed  in  that  levy. — Ordered. 

Th&  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed,,  that  it  would  be 
highly  expedient,  before  the  question  should  come  to  be  dis- 
cussed, to  have  ft  coinplete  view  of  the  aggregate  military 
force  of  the  country  In  one  connected  account.  He  wished 
gentl^en  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  most  satisfactory  and 
comprehensive  information  on  the  subject,  and  with  a  view 
to  that  objtect,  moved,,  tliat  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an 
account  of  the  total  amount  of  his  majesty's  regular^  militia^ 
and  provincial  forces,  on  thejst  ofjanuazy^  1804,  auad  the 
ist6f  January  1805,  respectivdy,  distiaguishing  the  limited 
from  the  unlimited  force,  and  cavalry  from  infantry. ;  and 
also  those  serving  in  Great  Britain,.  Ireland,  and  the  islands 
of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  and  those  serving  in  guards  and  gar- 
Hsons  abroad. — Ordered. 

SPANISH  PAPERS. 

Mr.  Grey  then  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  notice*  of 
some  motions,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  -submit  to  the 
house  on  Monday.  After  all  the  attention  which  it  had  beeit^ 
in4u8  power  to  bestow  on  the  papers  relative  to  the  new  war  in 
^hidi  we  were  now  unfortunately  engaged,  in  the  short  period 
since  they  had  been  distributed,  it  appeared  to  himj  that  there 
were  many  important  omissions,  ^Ich  it  was  material  to- 
have  supplied  before  th^  main  question  should  be  discussed, 
and  to  enable  the- house  to  form  a  just  and  impartial' opinioit 
0n  the  merits  of  the  case.  It  could  not  be  denied,  that  on  sor 
aolcnA>nd  momentous  a  question^xvery  information  ov^&t 
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to  be  given  to  parliament,  as  far  as  might  be  con^Ssteht  Vfiih 
the  interests  of  the  public  senrxce.  It  was  with  a  view,  there- 
fore,  to  supply  the  omissions  wUch  appeared  to  Ima  in  the 
pq>ers  laid  before  the  house,  that  he  proposed  to  bring  for- 
ward the  motions  of  which  he  then  gave  notice*  The  precise 
objects  to  which  they  would  relate  were,  some  ^rther  infor* 
matkm  respecting  the  correspondence  between  Lords  Hawkes* 
biBj  and  Harrowby,  and  Mr.  Frcre,  and  the  discussions,  if 
any,  that  might  have  taken  place  between  the  Spanish  mints*- 
tcr  here  and  his  majesty's  government.  There  were  other 
points,  also,  on  which  information  was  necessary,  but  as  he 
did  not  conceive  any  objection  that  could^be  made  to  granting 
it,  he  was  not  equally  inclined  to  think  it  necessary  to  give 
any  previous  notice  of  his  motions  respecting  such  topics.  It 
would  be  felt  generally  how  very  desirable  it  was  to  have  aH 
the  infcnrmation  that  could  possibly  be  procured  on  the  sub- 
ject as  early  as  may  be,  before  it  should  come  under  discussion. 
As,  however,  there  might  be  some  objection  to  the  immediate 
production  of  the  information  he  wished  to  obtain,  which  he 
could  not  then  foresee,  it  mieht  be  more  regular  to  read  the 
siotion€  he  proposed  to  make  in  that  instance,  previous  to  his 
moving  the  question  on  any  of  thein,  that  he  might  discover 
how  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  would  fed  with  re« 
^pect  to  them,  and  if  there  should  be  any  difEcuIty  in  acced- 
ing to  them  he  had  no  objection  to  let  them  stand  over,  no- 
tjcea  with  his  other  motions  for  Monday.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man tlien  read  the  string  of  motions  he  had  prepared,  the 
object  of  which  was,  to  obtain  copies  or  extracts  of  all  dis- 
patches or  letters  from  Sir  £dward  Peliew  and  Admiiral  Coch- 
rane, relative  <«  the  state -of  the  ports  of  Ferrol  and  Corunna^ 
and  the  armaments  said  to  have  been  carried  on  in  them;  ^Iso 
rcLatiye^o  the  sale  of  prizes  in  the  ports  of  Spain  in  Europe 
and  A|qp;^ca ;  and  to  the  quantity  of  naval  and  military  stores 
SQppJ&ed  to  our  squadrons  from  the  ports  of  Spain  since  the 
cpmmenrement  of  the  present  war. 

The  Chancdior  of  the  Exchequer  expressed  a  wish,  that  thft 
Bon.  member  would  postpone  his  motions  till  Monday,  on  the 
proimd  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  consider  how  bx  it  would^ 
be  proper  ;to  comply  :imh  them,  •concistently  v^kh  the  public 
service. 
The  motions  were  then  noticed  for  Monday^ 
The  Chamelhr  of  the  Exchequer  next  intimated  an  opinloQ^  . 
Iftat  it  irottld  be  desirable  to  have  the  object  of  |he  hon«  gen- 
tkmazf  s  other  motions  more  speciaDy  statcf^  in  order  to  af- 
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ford  an  qppoituility  of  consideiii^themi  previous  to  thdr  be* 
ing  submitted  to  t}ie  housQ. 

Mr.  Grqyxa  explanation  of  his  object^  stated  that  his  wiali 
was  to  have  the  omissions  appeariiig  in  the  papers  before  tho 
house,  supplied  as  fully  as  possible.  In  the  first  packet  of  in* 
stnictions  transmitted  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Frere^ 
forming  the  first  dociiment  in  the  published  papers,  there  wa^ 
a  reference  to  previous  communfcations,  vmch,  as  they  did 
not.  ^pear,  it  was  h[is  wish  to  obtain.  Another  object  was 
to  obtain  copies  of  the  discussions  that  must  necessarily  hav^ 
taken  place  during  the  chasms  of  many  months  that  appeared 
in  the  papers,  for  the  purppK  of  cofppleting  the  links  of  dis^ 
cussion,  irom  the  first  question  of  diiFerence  to  the  final  mix- 
ture \  and  lastly,  he  wished  to  have  the  house  put  in  posses- 
sion of  the  discussions  that  might  have  taken  place  between 
the  j^panish  minister  and  our  governmept  here,  or  the  com- 
municatiops  that  might  have  been  made  to  our  minister  bjr 
the  Spanish  government,  after  his  dems^ul  for  his  passpotts. 

WATS  ANl^  M^ANS. 

The  Chancellpr  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  the  order  of 
tbe  day,  for  the  house  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
ways  and  tneans.  The  house  having  gone  into  the  commit- 
tee, Mr*  Alexander  in  the  chair,  the  annual  duties  on  malt 
and  the  land  tax,  as  well  as  certain  annual  duties  on  sugar  and 
of  excise  on  tobacco  and  snuflT,  were  voted  \  when  the  house 
being  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
>day. — Adjourned. 

HOU3E  OF  COMMONS. 

SATUSin AT,  JANUART  %6. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  contain^ 
ing  the  resolutidns  on  th^  grant  of  the  annual  duties  on  malt^ 
beer,  cyder, .  Btc.  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Alexander.  The  re- 
solutions were  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  td  be  brought  in 
accordingly. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  28. 

l^e  Marquis  of  Abercorn  moved,  that  the  day  for  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  to  confider  of  the  matters  atlege4. 
against  Mr.  Juflice  Fox,  be  postponed  from  the  1th  to  ^he 
I8th  February.— Ordered. 
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He  alfo  moved*  ihat  a  mefiage  be  fent  to  the' Commons* 
requefiing  that  tour  |ri(h  jgentlemeny  members  of  that 
houfe*  be  appointed  to  attend  the  faid  conlmittce,  to  give 
CTidence  on  that  occafion.  The  names  of  the  members 
were.  Sir  llioma^  FetherftoQjS,  the  boa.  Galbraith  Lowrj 
pole,  Si^  James  Stewart,  and  Mervyn  Archdall,  Eli). — A 
mefiage  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  Commons, 
to  the  efiect  craved;  and  the  meflenger  on  his  return  re* 
ported  that  the  Commons  would  fend  an  anfwer  by-  their 
own  members.  ' 

Earl  Camden  having  laid  on  the  table  the  papers  relative 
to  Mr.  Pitt's  defence  bill^  moved  for  by  Lord  Darnley. 
which  his  majefiy  bad  been  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe,  and  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed* 

Earl  Darnliy  faid,  that  as  thofe  papers  confirmed  tlie 
ideas  which  he  had  been  led  to  form  on  the  meafure  to 
which  they  referred,  it  was  his  intention  to  make  them  the 
fubje£l  of  difc^ffion  before  that  houfe  on  the  firft  convenient 
day,  and  be  thought  that  he  might  now  fix  that  day  for 
Monday  next. 

Earl  Camden^  as  there  was  fome  other  important  buiine& 
before  the  houfe  which  it  was  poilible  might  not  be  dif* 
^fcd  of  T>efoTe  that  time,  wifhed  the  noble  carl  would  not 
fix  his  motion  for  Monday,  till  it  might  be  feen  whether, 
that  day  Ibould  not  be  otherwife  engaged. 

Earl  Darnley  bad  no  objediou  that  the  day  to  be  fixed  for 
the  confideration  of  his  motion  Ihould  (land  overi  on  the 
ground  fup;efted  by  the  noble  earl. 

A  meQage  was  brought  from  tlie  Commons,  fiatnig  that 
they  had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  fupplying  the  umifiioa  in  the 
infolvent  aA  of  laft  feffion  without  any  amendment* 

Adjourned. 


HQUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

MONDAY,,  JANUARY  28. 

Mr.  Irving,  purfuant  to  a  former  order  of  the  houfe*  pw. 
iinrted  an  eftunate  of  the  exports  from  this  country  to  the 
poets  of  Spain,  in  the  years  1803  and  1804,  as  far  as  the 
lame  coula  be  made'  up. 

A  perfon  from  the  Exchequer  prefented  an  account  of 
the  uafunded  debt  outftanding  on  ewhe<}uer  bUls  on  tbe  frth 
of  January  L805. 

Sir 
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Sir  Evan  )^epean  jpoftponed  his  motion,  of  which  be  gare 
notice  on  a  former  day«  refpeding  the  fufpeniion  of  the  ha- 
beas corpus,  and  the  continuance  of  military  Islw  in  Ire-^ 
land,  til)  a  future  day. 

The  Secretary  at  War  prefeutcd  the  army  eftimfttes  for 
1805.  Two  papers*  the  riglit  hon:  gentleman  faid,  were 
yetwariting  to  complete  thofe  efti mates,  thole  relating  to 
the  barracks  and  volunteers,  but  they  would  be  ready  to  be 
prcfented  to  the  houfe,  previouily  to  the  day  he  fhould  fix 
for  taking  thofe  eftimates  into  confideration.  He  had  ap- 
plied to  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  was  not  then  in  hia 
place^  «to  know  if  he  could  make  ic  convenient  to  poftpooe 
hrs  motion  he  had  fixed  for  Monday  next,  as  that  daj  bad 
occurred  to  him  to  be  very  proper  for  taking  into  confidera* 
fion  the  army  cflimates.  As  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
confented  to  this  arrangenient,  and  as  an  early  day  was  to 
be' preferred,  he  would  therefore  move,  that  the  lioufe 
fliould.on  Monday  next  take  tliofe  eftimates  into  f:oafider«^ 
tion. 

Mr.  Calcraft  was  of  opinion  that  the  day  mentioned  bj 
the  light  hon.  gentleman  would  leave  the  houfe  too  little 
time  to  acquire  all  the  information  that  wi^s  necefiarY  on 
fo  important  a  fubjeft,  and  therefore  wiflied  him  tu  fix  k>me 
more  diftant  day. 

The  Sicntary  at  War  had  no  objedion  that  the  houfe 
ihould  have  every  information  laid  before  them  on  the  fub- 
jefi;  but  thought  the  bu<ifie6  was  of  that  importance  as  not 
to  admit  of  any  unnecef&ry  delay. 

Mr*  Calerqft  thought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  hiou 
felf  to  hiame  for  not  bringing  thofe  eftimates  fboner  for*, 
ward.  Members  could  perufe  thofe  papers  number  by  num. 
beronly,  and  it  was  equally  unpleafant  for  members  to  go 
down  there  and  make  extrads  from  fuch  papers.  He  flill, 
therefore,  thought  it  bis  duty  to  perfevere  in  inpfting  for 
more  time. 

After  foikie  farther  cpnverfatipn,  tlie  papprs  wece  orde^d 
to  be  printed,  and  to  be  taken  into  coniideratiou  on  Moa* 
day  next 

Mr.  Creevey  preijenteda  petition  from  ceitaiii  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  complaining  of  the  undue  re* 
turn  made,  of  the  laft  eledion  for  that  county,  dating  that 
Mr.  George  Bolton.  Mainwaring,  tiie  candidate  that  had 
been  returned,  was  neither  qualified  to  Hand  for  the  coirnty^  . 
as  the  eldcft  ion  and  heir  apparient  of  William  Mainwaring^ 

Eiq* 
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Efq.  nor  as  poiTel&d  of  property  to  the  amount  of. Hx  bon- 
dro)  pounds,  as  required  by  law;  though,  when,  require! 
to  take  the  oath  of  qualification,  that  gentltfnian^had  been 
fiated  as  qualified  in  both  thcfe  refpefts;  praying  that  the 
houie  may  t<ike  the  faid  election  intp  confideration,  ^nd 
may  declare  the  fame  null  and  void. 

It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabie,  and  to  be  takeiv  into 
conlideration  on  Thurfday,  2J^th  of  ^(^bruary  next. 

Lord  H,  Petty  rofe  tp  flotc  tha^,  liaving  looked  at  the 
paper  that  had  been  juft  laid  oa  the  table  tefpeAiag  the  ex- 
ports of  this  country  to  Spain,  he  found  it  very  de^Aive  in 
not  fpeclfying  the  ports  from  wtiicb  thofe  exports  were  made* 
and  tiic  auK>ttnt  of  the  exports  from  eacb»-,  mHis  losdihip 
wilbed,  tliecefbre,  to  fubmit  to  tbe  houf«  the  jpropriety  of 
aoBcadiog  this  account,  by  making  fucb  a  fpecific^tion. 

Tbe  i^kit  iaformed  tbe  noUe  lord*  that  any  fuch 
aaicodmcnts  made  oo  the  paper  then  before  tbe  lioufe  would 
not  be  j^reeablc  to  parliamentary  ufage,  and  that  therefore 
a  precife  motion,  to  the.eficd  he  bad  ftatedi  would  be  ue* 
ce£irj. 

\jxA,  Henry  Petty  then  moved,  that  an  aceount  be  laid 
before  tbe  boufe  of  the  exports  from  this  country  to  the 
porUof  Spain,  iu  1803  and  1804,  fpecifying  the  ports  from 
which  thole  exports  were  made>  and  the  amount  of  each 
refpectively.r-Ordered. 

Ob  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  boufe  went 
iiilo  a  committee  on  the  infolvent  debtors'  bill. 

Hie  boufe  having  refumed,  the  report  was  brought  up» 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  in  the  two  bills  in  purfiiance  of 
tbe  order  of  Saturday,  granting  to  his  roajefty  the  conti* 
nuance  of  certain  duties  on  roait,  penfionsy  fogar,  tobacco, 
&C.  wfaich  were  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  ^ 
fecoDd  time  the*  next  day. 

A-meflage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  requefting  that 
the  boufe  would  give  leave  to  four  of  their  members.  Sir 
Thomas  Fetherfione,  Sir  James  Stewart^  boa.  Galbraith 
L^fvry  Cole,  and  Mervyn  Archdall,  £fq.  to  attend,  on  a 
committee  of  the  Lords,  and  be  examined  by  their.  lord«* 
Ibips,  on  Hiuriday^  the  iSih  of  February,  refpe£tingthe 
cm  of  Jucfge  Fox. 

Tbe  memngers  being  ordered  to  withdraw,  the  boufe,  <ni 
tbe  motion  o?  (he  Solicitor  General,  agreed  to  grant  the 
lequeft  of  their  lordfhips. 

The 
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The  medengers  being  therefore  called  in,  the  Speaker 
iafortn^d  tbem  tliat  Uie  houfe  would  fend  their  anfwer  by 
their  own  me(!en|;ers. 

SPANISH  PAPERS. 

Mr.  Grey  rofe  to  move  for  the  produAion  of  certain  ad* 
dilional  papers  relative  to  the  rupture  with  Spain,  without 
which  he  Conceived  tftat  it  would  be  quite  impodible  for 
the  houfe  to  form  a  fair  judgment  on  the  fubje£l.     He  bad 
fio  wt(h  to  anticipate  the  decifion  wliich  might  be  formed 
from  the  fyapers  already  before  the  hOufe,  but  the  documents 
which  be  wirtied  to  have  produced  were  indifpenfable  to  a 
full  view  of  (lie  policy  which  had  been  purfued  by  his  ma* 
jefty's  miniflers.    The  fit  ft  pape^  for  which  he  wifhed  to 
Inove  Was  *i>e  conneded-  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
treaty  of  Ildefonfo  was  to  be  a£ted  opon  by  Spain,  after  the 
commencement  of  hoftittties  with  this  country  and  France. 
This' paper ^was)  tin  account  of  any  demands  for  pecuniary 
iuccours  made  by  France  on  Spain,  in  July  1 8Q3-.     'llic 
produ6tron  of  this  paper  was  requifite  to  mew  to  the  houfe 
in  what  manner  Spain  had  determined  to  aft,  andi  France 
was  prepared  to  enforce  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     It  ap- 
peared that  in  September  J  803,  Mr.  Frere  remonftrated  on 
the  fubjeft  of  ceitain  preparations  in  the  port  of  Ferrol» 
and  torn  plained  that  a  ditpofition  was  (hewn  to  afford  aC- 
fiftance  to  France.     What  anfwer  was  given  to  bis  note 
did  pot  appear  from  the  papers  already  on  the  table.     It  was 
however  highly  probable  that  fome  anfwer  was  given,  and 
k  was  not  at  all  unlikely  that  fome  genenri  explanations 
took  place  on  the  fubjed.    To  clear  up  this  matter,  there* 
fore,  he  was  anxious  to  have  laid  before  the  houfe  cofnes  or 
e)ctrads  of  all  explanations  received  from  the  Spanifh  go- 
vernment in  September  1 803,  refpeAing  the  march  of  bo- 
dies of  artiltery  and  marines  deftined  to  reinforce  the  French 
fleet  in  Fcrrol,  and  all  aflurances  afforded  on  the  fubjeA  of 
any  march  of  Trench  troops  through  Spain,  Cnce  tbecom* 
mencement  of  the  war.    Wliile  be  was  defirous  of  In- 
formation  on  this  point,  he  was  not  Icfs  anxious  to  know 
what  information  was  obtained  as  to  any  advances  of  money 
made  by  Spain  to  France,  from  the  20lh  September  to  the 
27th  of  Decetnber  1 803,  which  was   about  the  time  that 
Mr.  Frere  exprefied  bis  alarm  refpefiiog  hoftile  prepara- 
tions.   'He  fhould  move,  therefore,  for  an  acconnt  of  all  in- 
formation received  on  this  point,  and  a  copy  of  all  difcud 
fions  which  fuch  information  might  have  created.    The 

next 
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.mt9X  period  on  which' be  wUhed  npli^natioii,  was  jn* Janu- 
ary 1804.  la  a  difpatch  of  •Lora.:H|iwkeft>ury's  tp^^qr 
nvniiler  at  Madrid,  written,  in  that  month,  refciFei>ceb 
made  to  fome  previous  inform^tioa  on  the  fubjc^^of  ^ 
treaty  of  neutrality.  It  is  then-  t)i^t  fome  notice  is  tal^eift  o( 
a  preriouily  exifting-  treaty ».  compa(£kj.  or  conve^i/)i>>  .r^- 
fpefiing  the  future  neutrality  of  3pain.>u.He  thought  it  ia^ 
portaot  for  thehpuie  tp  afoer^aia  what  ihat  convention  wa9» 
or  to  what  extent  it  proceeded,  x  With  this  view  he  (hould 
fttbmit  a  niodon  for  the  prodndiqti  of  ,a.  copy  of  fu(;h  .qoiH 
ventioa,  if  it  really  was  in  exigence..  /WhaJt  h^  ba^pext 
tocooDplain  wa$»  the  very  long  iti^uum  ia  tile  papei:&fiom 
tbedtft  of  Jaftuary  to  the  time  Uiat  the  admiaiUff^tipf^Jfi 
which  Lord  Hawkefbary  was  at  tlie  head  of  xixc  foreigp 
departaient  dofej.  This. was  th^  more  f^oa^erfal  as  iit  was  ' 
hardly  toibe^imagiiiedt  that  during  fo  long  aninterrai  no 
correipotidence  of  any  fort  took  place  betwixt  our  «iinifiqr 
at  Madrid  and  .the  Ireretary  for  forqigfi  affairs,  lt;w«vs  i 
h^ghiy  neceflkry  that  this  pact  of  the  bufin^ft  Qiould  be 
-fifUy  v^erftood,  and  be. (hould  certainly  oipve  for  a)l  the 
cerrefpoQdcnce  which  had  taken  place  dMring  the.  interval 
tpwhicb  he  had  alluded.  The  next  deficiency  in  the  cpr^ 
rcfpoadence  was  from  the  22d  of  Ma^  tp  the  29Ui  of  ^p-* 
tembet;  furely  it  was  not  to vbe  imagined  that  in  tl>e  rala- 
tire  iituationa.of  the  two  governments  all  c^cial  difcuiSof^s 
9r  expianatioiis  (houtd  have  been  iofpended..  But  the  :pa« 
pers  were  totally  filept  on  this  point.  He  next  adverted  (p 
the  difpatch  of  Lofrd  Harrowby  on  tlie  2ift  of  06tober|  ia 
which  the  peremptory  orders  wcyc  given  to  Mr.  Frere  to 
aik  for  his  paflportf.  In  that  difpatch  it  ..was  qiuit^  cieaiT 
that  the  fecrctary  of  ftate  for  the  forei^. department  tbcp 
alluded  to  certain  other  information  received  in  addition  tp 
that  on  which  the  letter  of  the  99th  g^  Sept^mbttr '  Wj^s  , 
founded.  It  was  proper,  therefore,  to  have  copie^  prodyicJ^ 
of  any  intelli^nce  on  the  fubjefi  of  prepatiatli^ns  tin  the 
Spaniel  ports,  which  diiFered  {rqni  that. originally,  receive^ 
from  our  commander  off  Ferrol.;  Other  papeiS'  muit  have 
been  received,  or  it  was  quite  impofnble  to  account  for  the 
different  language  held  in  thp  tw9  difpatohes.  ..Tbene9|t 
paper  for  which  he  (hould  move,  ^a^ii  f^py  of  all  tl?;p.i^(» 
ters  and  notes  prefeat^  by  the  SpikVtiA  ambaCddovcefideiaC 
at  our  court,  and  aM  explanations  tq  which  tl>er<9.;kt(^r3.or 
papers  referred,  llieinfurinaiioo  which  gave  irif^p.tQ)  W4 
Harriiwbv*s  dtfpateh  in  September  was,  nott  h^ift^iendedt 
.     Vout  IVQS  1  fum- 
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fliflldently  explained  to  the  houfe.     He  fhoifld  moVe,  thtre-. 
•fore,  for  a  copy  of  that  letter  of  Rear-admtral  Cochrane^ 
on  which  the  fecretary-of  Hate's  difpatch  wasgroundcd>'i«4a 
/the' date  when  the' letter  was  received.    The'flrft  letter  '6f 
Admiril  Cochrane  was  in  September,  giving  a  ftateroent  of 
the  Spanrfh  force  ih.Fcrrol,'  and  the  next,  in  Oftobcr, fta^cs, 
that  tlie-Spaniib  force  was  in  the  fame  ftate  as  defcribed  in 
his  laft.     But  here'  ihe  admfiral  could  not  allude  to  his  letter 
'in  September,  becaufe  the  Spanifli  force  was  not  in  the 
fame  ftate  in  Odtoberj     A  number  of  fhips  which  had  indi- 
cated feme  appearance  of  preparations,  for  fea,  had  beea 
hauled  back- into  the  tinner  part  <>f  thfe  harbour.    Therb 
'iliuft,  therefore,  havel>een  fome  othtr  informsition  commu- 
nicatey*4>y  Admiral  Cocilirane  beftdesthat  which  the  papers 
'*<:dnl^?Hdd.     He  fliould  hidve,'  therefore,  for  copied  of  alt 
4ntelfigence  received  of  the  Spanifli  force  trt   Ferrol  and 
<[}oruniiar  asYar  as  the  period  wheti  the  difpatch  of  the  7lft 
of  October  was  tranfmitted  to  our  miniiler  at  Madrid.     He 
%ould,  at  the  fame  time,  move  for  copies  of  all  intelli- 
'^ence  received  from  our  refidem  confuls,  or  any  naval  or 
jnilitary  officers,  of  the  force  in  Cadiz  and  uarthagena, 
and  -alfo  the  flate  of  the  arfenals.    TheCt  accounts  woufd 
•ftiH,  however,  be  incomplete  without  a  ftatement  of  fuch 
information  as  Sir  Kdward  PelleW  had  communicated,  re- 
-Tpefting  the  Spanifli  force  in  the  potts  of  Ferrol  and  Co- 
•rwina,  and  the  conduft  of  the  Spanifli  governor  of  Ferrol 
tcfpcfting  the  Ertglift)  fliips  off  thar  ftation.     Connefted 
with  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  he  (hould  alfo  move  for  an 
account  of  the  amount  of  fupplieli,  of  iiavat  Aores  aAd 
"provifions  granted -by  the  Spanifh  government  to:  the  fqua- 
^droiv  under  that  officer's  command.     As  a  good  deal  had 
-been  faid  of  ih^  Spanifli  governor  of  the  iiland  of  Cuba» 
^knd  the  fales  of  Knglifli  prizes  in  the*  ports  of  that  iiland^ 
-he  fliould,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  fsitisfiaAory  informa- 
tion, ^moTe  for  c<3»pies  of  all  the  intelligence,  inftru^tions, 
«or  rerAonftvntices,  which  had  been  received  on  this  fubjed. 
^o  conclude  the  Whole  it  was  teguifitis  that  the  letter  of 
"'Admiral  Cochraile^  on  Whi(:h  the  order  for  detaining- the 
•Spanifli  frigates  Was  founded,  fliould  be  produced,  and  the 
-day  on  which  it  was  received  correftly  ftated.    The  hon. 
'member  having  tlius  gone  through  the-  varbos  topics  on 
•whieh«'he  thought  additional  infomiatidiv  neoeiIary»    fiit 
'^o^ft  with  moving  fcjr  topics  or  c*trafts  Of  all  letters  it;- 
'ieived*ff#il»  Mr.  Vv^ti  tf^  miqfi^rfit-flie  cmirt  of  M^drid^ 
•  -••  •  .^^-..    -rei]pectiD|L 
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rdpcAinc;  any  ^lemabds  for  pecuniary' fiicoonrsunade*^  by 
Ffaiice  on  Spain  an  July  1803,  and  alfo  copies  of  all  inftnic- 
tions  iilued  thereon  by  the  principal  fecretary  of  ftaTc  for 
foreign  bSsuts^  and  all  difcuifions  which  niay  have  taken 
place  on  the  fubjeft. 
llie  motion  having  been  put  from  the  chair. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  tliat,  to 
the  motions  iu  general,  he  had  no  fort  of  *  obj^Aiofi. 
He  thought  lhatfome>of  them  .might  have  been  exprelTed 
in  terms  that  would  have  facilitated  the  produdion  of  the 
papers  in  queftion,  while  others  might  hav^  been  o^ittisd 
without  at  all  keeping  back  any  information  c^ import;- 
ance.  Anxious  as  be  was  that  thfehoofe  (hould' be  in  full 
po&ffion  of  every  document  wfaicir  could  guide  their  judg- 
ment, he  fhould  not  refift  the  produftion  of*  any  of  the  p»<^ 
pers.     It  was,  however,  but  Cair  for  bim'-to  ftate,  *on  rhe 

Cefent  occaiion,  that  he  did  not  at  all  pkdge  himfelf  to  the 
m.  gentleman  that  his  motions  would  produce  the  in4brma« 
lion  which,inall  probability,  he  expededtoderiye  from  them. 

With  thb  explanation  the  motion  was  put  from  the  chair 
and  agreed  to. 

The  next  motion  was  for  copies  of  all  intelligence  re^ 
eeived  refpecting  the  march  of  bodies  of  artillery 'and  ma^ 
rioet.  through  the  Spanifh  ten*itories,  to  reinforce  the  French 
iquadron  in  Ferrol ;  and  ail  afiurancet  received  from  the 
SpanUh  government  on  the  fubjed  of  any  future  march'  of 
French  troops  or  feamen  through  the  Spaaiifh  territories.   • 

This  motion  pafled  without  obfervaxion. 

The  next  motbn  was  for  copies  of  any  difpatches  received 
from  our  minrfter  at  Madrid,  from  the  I'ith  of  September ' 
to  the  21th  of  December,  1 803,  giving  an  account '  of  any 
turns  of  money  advanced  or  agi^ed  to  be  advanced  bv 
Spain  to  France ;  as  alfo  copies  of  any  inftrudidns*  trans- 
mitted by  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  foreign  afFdirs  In  tonfe* 
qnence  of  fuch  information  to  our  miniller  at  Madrid.— *- 
Agreed  to. 

The  feurth  motion  was  for  a  copy  of  all  explanations  ar*. 
tnally  given  by  thtf  Spanifli  government^  as  to  the  amount 
of  any  pecuniary  fubrtdies  furniflied  to  FrandB.-^Agveed  td. 

The  motion  which  followed  was  for'  a  copy  of  any  conr 
fidential  compaA,.  agreement,  or  convention,  entered  into 
betwixt  the  government  of  this  kingdom  and  the  govern<> 
ment  of  Spin,  regarding  the  neutrality  of  that'counfiry.    - 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  immediately  rofe'tcrfay 
1 2  '  a'fcw 
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a'  fe^irords  $m  Ah  part  of  the  fubjisA.'  fie  could  dot  <m\t 
the  oppDrUmity  of  ftating  to  the  .houre,<ui  the  maftun* 
MuWocal  terms^.that  wbatercr  expreffioiis  bad  been  made 
uie  of  by  the  Spantfh  government  to  countenance  the  idea 
of  fucb  a  convention  as  that  alluded  to  being  in.exiftence» 
no  fuch  agreement,  compafV,  or  convention,  refpcAing  tho 
Span^*  rieutraitfy,  had  been  in  any  (hape  entered  into^ 
1-here  vras  not  a  fingle  note,  letter,  or  wordiof  explanatioil 
which  at  all  even  alhided  to  any  fuch  coinpad. 

Mr.iJ^99(  contended  that^  from  various  parts  of  the  papen 
alrcfady  before  the  hbufe,  there  was  at  leailftrong  reaibn  to 
prefume  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  convention  as  that  ailnded 
to.  The  language  of  Mr.  Frere  himfelf  countenanced  the 
idea.  Perhaps  in  employing  the  word  convention  he  had 
'flserely  fpoken  inadvertently,  but  having'  ulcd  this  inadv 
"vertent  language,  it  was  not  very  eafy  to  do  away  the  im* 
preffion,  or  to  hippofe  that  people  would  allude  to  a  conven- 
tion, which  was  not  ih  exiftence.  It  was  not  beiides  very 
.eafy  to  conceive  how  die  Spaniih  minifter.  Ihould  allude,  in 
his  notes  to  Mr.  Frere,  to  a  compaft,  when  he  muft  have 
been  fenfible  that  he  was  alluding  to  an  ideal  tranfaftioq* 
He  thoiicht  it  highly  necei&ry  that  the  matter  Ihould  be 
/uliy  explained. 

I'he  Chanciller  %f  the  i^ArcA^fitfr  maintained  that  what* 
ever  palled  on  the  fubjeA  of  the  armaments,  was  already 
before  the  houfe.  The  convention  alluded. to  could  not  be 
produced,  becaufe  none  fuch  was  in  being,  I'be  SpaniiH 
government  had  indeed  fpoken  of  a  convention  of  neutrality^ 
but  for  his  part  he  really  was  unable  to  luiderftand  tliis 
l^ithout  fuppofing,  which  ftruck  him  to  be  the  cafe»  that  the 
alluiion  was  to  a  convention  betwixt  France  and  Spain  oq 
the  fubjeft  of  the  neutrality  of  the  latter  country.  All  that 
liad  been  agreed  on  refpeding  this  fiibjeA,  was  a  direA 
^lear  fiatement  of  the  grounds  on  which  we  were  willing  to 
recognife  the  neutrality  of  Spain.  •  Not  one  circumftance, 
however,  had  the  remoteft  confidential  allufion  to  any  fe* 
cret  convention  with  the  French  eovemmeat.  He  was  coUi; 
vinced  that  a  convention  of  this  &rt  was  coiyrluded,  and  it 
was  cleat  that  the  Spanifh  government  rcfufed.  to  expiain 
^ts  nature  and  extent.  But  of  any  convention  of  this  kind 
on  bur  part,  there  was  not  theleaft  tittle  of.  evidenpe.  ' 
.  i/r.  Fjhx  infifted  that  on  the  filce  of  the  bufinefs  there 
was  a  great  want  of  ei^planatioiu  Tb^  boufe  hM  i^  right 
tp  require  it. 

Mry 
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Mr.  Gny  ftiU  contondeci  that  N(r.  Firm  did  allude  to  fuch 
a  comwatton  as  he  iiad  fuppofed.  His  eipreflions  at  ieaft, 
lo  iky  the  iMghteft  of  them*  were  very  ambiguous.  I'here 
wercfeveral  pafiages  in  the  papers  already  before  the  houfe 
which  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  referred  to  any 
compaA  bot  one  with  tUts  country,  on  the  TubjeA  of  Spanish 
iitutialityv  In  fupport  of  this  idea,  the  hon.  member  quoted 
ferenal  paflages  from  Mr.  Frere's  fetters,  and  iniiAcd  that 
the  houfe  <h^  a  flrong  claim  to  have  every  light  tlm^wn  oo 
tbe(ubjed«  If  the  convention  alluded  to  was  one  betwixt 
France  and  Spain,  perhaps  government  were  in  pofleffioa 
of  it.  If  they  were,  and  if  it  could  be  with  propriety  pro* 
ducedy  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  withheld. 

The  ChmnctlUr  of  the  Rxdhtqiktr  ftated,  that  government ' 
was  not  ignorant  of  fuch  a  convention,  but  they  had  beep 
unable  to  procure  information  of  its  hature  and  extent. 

The  moiion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

The  neia  motion  was  for  a  copy  of  all  letters  and  in<» 
firuAions  to  or  from  our  minifter  at  Madrid,  and  the  mi-' 
ttiftcr  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  matters  in  difpute. — Agreed 

10. 

The  motion  that  followed  was  for  copies  or  extrafis  of 
all  letters  from  Lord  Harrowby  to  our  minifter  at  Madrid* 
lirom  May  the  92A  to  the  29th  September,  not  already  be*» 
fore  the  houfe.  .  * 

The  a^anctlhr  of  tht  Exchequer  thought  that  this  motion 
would  produce  no  new  information,  but  would  dot  reiift 
the  prodtiftion  of  fuch  papers  as  were  not  alread^y  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Grey  next  moved  for  a  copy  of  all  letters  and  notes 
preieqted  by  the  Spanilh  ambaflador,  and  all  explanations 
which  took  place  on. the  fubje£^s  of  difpute.  * 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated.  that  thofc  notes 
not  iaid  already  on  tlie  table,  were  of  little  or  no  CQnfe«> 
fjnencet  but  he  had  noobjedion  to  their  pi*odu<Sion. 

Mr.  Grey  next  moved  for  a  copy  or  extraft  of  that  letter 
of  ReaF*f|ditiinil  Cochrane,  in  which  the  naval  preparation^ 
are  particularly  explained,  and  fuch  other  letters  as  were 
(ent  by  him  from  the  1 1  th  of  September  to  the  21  ft  of  Oc« 
(ober,  on  the  fame  fubjeA. -^Agreed  to. 

Next  followed  amotion  for  an  afccoqntof  a)!  intelligence 
received  firom  ourconfulaor  fuperior  officer^  of  tfaeftate  of 
the  Spanifti  preparations  in  Cadiz  and  Carthagena ;  alfo  the 
fitaatioii  of  their  ar(enal9««*^Agreed  to. 
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Ad  account  of  M  intelligence  ttanfmitted  by  Sir  Edward 
Peliew,  as  to  the  number  of  Spanifli  Ibips  in  Ferrol  and  Co^ 
runna,  while  he  was  cruil^ng  ufF  that  port. — It  was  gianted** 

An  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  governof  of  Ferrol  tm 
oui*  hIocka<ling  fquadron. — Granted.    .. 

An  account  of  all^naval  ftores  and  provifions.fuppiied  to 
cor  fbips  off  Ferrol  and  Corunna,  under  the  command  of 
.^iir  Edward  Pel  lew  and  Rear-adimcal  Cocfarane.-^Grftnted. 

An  account  of  the  day  when  Kear<*adn)iral  Cochraac's 
letter,  on  which  the  orders  for  the  detention  of  the  Spaniih 
frigates  were  founded,  reached  the  Admiralty. -^Granted. 

J/r«  Grey  then  afked,  what  day  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
propofed  for  the  difcgffion,  as  there  would  not  be  time  to 
print  the  papers  to  be  ready  for  Thutfday,  the  day  fixed? 

'rhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mentioned  ThurUay 
fe'n night,  which  was  fixed,  and  a  new  order  made  out  ao^ 
Cf>rdingly. 

The  other  orders  were  deferred,  and  the  houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF^ORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  29. 

Counsel  was  further  heard  in  the  Scotch  appeal,  Smith  and 
mbers  against  Yelton. 

hord  Robert  Tottenham  took^the  oaths  and  his  scat  as  bi- 
shop of  Killaloe  in  Ireland* 

Mr.  Mitford  presented  certain  papery  relative  to  the  cus* 
^msin  Scotland. 

JLard  AJu!grave^\iy  that  in  selecting  for  the  information  of 
parliament,  the  papers  necessary  to  enable  them  to  form  a  cor-* 
rect  Judgment  on  the  subject  of  the  rupture  with  Spain,  his 
majesty^s  ministers  had  endeavoured  to  omi(  nothing  which 
might  be,  or  which  they  tliought  could  be,  esteemed  requi- 
site. Other  papers,  however,  had  since  been  deemed  essen- 
tifil^  and  as  $uch  were  in  the  course  of  preparation  for  being 
laid  before  the  house,  it  vould  therefore  be  necessary  for 
him>  as  those  additional  papers  could  not  be  ready  for  a  iiew 
days,  to  move,  that  the  order  for  the  house  being  summoned 
for  Thursday  first,  to  consider  of  that  business,  be  discharged^ 
and  that  the  Ijouse  be  summoned  for  that  purpose  for  Thors* 
day  se'nnight.. 

.Lord  H(iwkesbury  suggested,  that  it  would  be  better- simply 
^o  discharge  the  order  for  Thursday  firstj  and  to  allow  the 
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fixing  of  the  day  for  (;on$idering  the  business  to  lie  over  till 
the  papers  were  laid  on  the  tabl^ 

L§rd  Granville  said,  that  he  tmd^sftood  it  to  be  the  intcn- 
tknt'of  his  noble  friend,  Earl  Damleyi  to  mpve^tbat  his  mo- 
rion, which  stood  for  Monday,  should  be  discharged,  anil 
stand  for  Thursday.     He  thought  it  but  f^ir^   thierefore,  fo 
say,  ibsH  if  it  V2$  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord  tchfnove  that 
the  Spanish  papers  be  considered  oh  that  day,  it  n^ght  med 
with  opposition. 
The  order  oT  theday  for  Thursday  being  discharged,       t 
ItaaA  DaHdey  moved,  that  the  order  for  summoning  the 
house  for  Monday,  to  consider  of  his  Iprd^flup's.  (notion  rela-^ 
tive  to  the  additiqnal  defence  bill,  be  discharged,  and  that  the 
house  be  suminon^d  for  that  purpose  on  Thursday  se'nntghti' 
On  this  sttbjea  a  conversation  endued.         .     '  ^     . 
Ixmk  Havfcesbury,  Miflgrave,  and  Camden,  maintaining 
that  the  bumess  restive  to  the  Spanish  papers  had  the  (>n>-   , 
cedence,  ought  first  to  be  di3cu$sed,   and-  that   Thursdogr 
«e'niii^t  ^was  the  earliest"  day  on  which  it  couldj  with  pro- 
priety, be  brought  forwards— And 

Liords  GrenVille,  Carlisle^  Darniey,  and  King>  maintaining 
that  the  state  of  tb^?  national  defence  was  a  subject  which,  in 
point  of  importance,  yielded  to  none  (  that  ministers  ishould 
have  known  Vbat  papers  were  necessary  to  enable  the  house 
to  lodge  of  the  merits  of  the  dispute  with  Spain,  and  ou^ht  tb 
have  beeii  prepared;  and  that  Earl  Dar^ley  or  any  other 
peer,  who  had  a  motion  to  make  to  the  house,  had  an  undis- 
puted right  to  fix  the  day  on  which  his  motion  should  be  ' 
considered.  If  the  house  should  se^  proper  not  to  allow  the  * 
lords  to  be  summoned  a^.the  time  of  considering  it,  he  must 
submit  to  have  it  discussed  by  such  of  their  lordships  as  chose 
to  atteod* 

L9rd  Hawkeshury  said,  i{  the  noble  earl  persisted  in  his  mo- 
tion, he  should  feel  himself  entitled,  wl^n  the  additional 
papers  relative  to  Spain  shquld.  be  laid  on  the  table  on  Thurs- 
day or  Fridsiy  next,  tdmiove  that,  the  noble  earfs  order  stand** 
ing  for  Thursday  se'nnight  be  discharged,  and  that  that  day 
be  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  Spanish  papers. 

The  order  for  the  house  being  summoned  on  Monday  next, 
on  Earl  Damley^s  motion,  xvas  then  discharged,  and  the  house 
vras  ordered  to  be  summoned  *  for  that  purpose  on  Thursday 
se'nnight, — Adjourned  tifl  Thursday. 


HOUSJ. 
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HOUSE  OR  COMMONS-  ,     . 

f..      :  .      TUESDAY,  JANUA&r  29. 

A  person 'from  the  exchequer  presented,  pursuant  to  order, 
9n  account  of  the  liet  produce  of  the  permbnentand  war 
taxes,  fot  the  yenf  ending  the  5th  January  1805',  distinguish- 
ing the  {tttidiiceof  each. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabte'^uidto 
be  printed., 

Mr.  W.  Pole  presented  the  ordnance  estimate*  fortfac  year 
1805.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  And  the  hbn.  member 
gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Monday  move,  in  the  commit- 
tee of  supply,  for  a  gram  to  the  amount  of  those  tsttmates* 
:  Lord  William  Russell  brought  in  a  bill  to  enable 'the  pny- 
prietors  of  the  Surrey  iron  railway  to  raise  further  ihuns  of 
money.  Read  a  first  afld  ordered  to'be  read  a  second  tiine. 
'''The  malt  duty,  the  pensions,  offices,  personal  estates^sugar^ 
cyder,  tobacco,  and  snuff  tax  bills,  were  read  a  second  time, 
ttnd  committed  for  Thursday.  * 

On  the  inotion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  the  ordtf  of  the  {)ra» 
ceding  day  for  printing  the  accoiUAt'of  the  exports  toSpaiia 
:was  discharged,  and  an  order  made  that '  the  ^id  accounts 
should  be  primed^-  together  with  the  account  otf  the  titide  bf 
the  imports  from  Spain;  '  i* 

*  Mr.  Huskisson  presented,  an  account  of  the  duty  outstand- 
ing, in  bonds  and  otherwise  in  the  excise,  since  the  5th*  of 
April  1 804.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  to  be  printed. 
On  the'  motion  of  Mr.  G>  Rose,  the  act  of  the  3pth  and 
40th  of  his  present  majesty,  chap.  8,'  was  read,  arid  the  righc 
hon.  gentleman  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Thuhday,  move 
ihat  the  house  should  resolve  into- ft  committee  to  coxttider  of 
^e  said  act' 

Mr.  Huskisson  presented  an  account  of  the  bounties;  pre^ 
li^iums,  and  other  sums  of  money  advanced  by  government 
on  the  exportation  offish. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table« 

Mr.  Huskisson  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  indenw 
nifying  such  persons  as  have  omitted  to'  qualify  for  offices  ; 
for  allowing  further  time  to  qualifyj  Sec.  8cc. 

MIDDLESEX  ELECTION  OF  l8o2. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Marsham  the  order  of  the  day  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
said  election  was  read.  The  resolutions  of  the  said  committee 
with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  sheriflK,  and  the  proceed*- 
ings  of  the  house  in  the  cases  of  New  Shoreham  in  17719  and 
of  Qreat  Grimsby  in  1803,  were  also  read. 

Lor€f 
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Lord  Marshatn  then  rose  and  said,  that  according  to  the 
course  of  proce^ling  prescribed,  in  the  precedent  which  had 
bceo  just  read  cp  the  house,  it  was  his  intention,  in  the  pre« 
Kot  case,  to  move,   that  the  charges  contained  in  the  report 
OD  the  table   against  Sir  William  Rawlins,  Knt.  and  Robert 
Albion  Cox,  Esq*  should  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house ; 
tbt  copies  of  the   sai<f  charges  should  be  sent  to  those  gene* 
tlemen,  and  that  rhey  should  be  heard  by  their  counsel ;  that 
the  hearing  should  take  place  on  Friday  next,  ahd  that  Sir 
Wiiliam  Rawlins  and  Robert  Albion  Cox,  Esq*  should  attend 
It  the  said  hcarine.     The  noble  lor4  observed,  that  he  pro- 
posed an   early  day  for  the  discussion  of  this  business,  as  it 
was  desirable  that   a  question  of  so  much  importance,  which 
had  stood  over  so  long,  should  be  determined  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible; and  also,  as  he  understood,  that  it  would  be  attended 
with  no  inconvenience  to  the  parties  concerned,  but  rather 
agreeable  to  their  wishes  to  expedite  the  discussion.   Agree- 
ably to  the  precedents  already  referred  to,  the  house  would 
pcxiaeive  that   it    was  usual  to  move  that  evidence  should  be 
hcazd  at  the  bar  upon  such  an  accusation,  but  to  that  part  of 
the  coiarte  of  proceeding  the  noble  lord  did  not  think  it  at 
all  necessary  to  adhere  upon  the  present  occasion,  because 
the  report  on  the  table  contained  a  very  full  account  oi^all  the 
evidence  which  related  to  the  conduct  of  the  sheriffs;  that 
account  was  taken  in  short  hand,  by  a  person  sworn  to  report 
it  with  fidelity,  the  several  witnesses  were  interrogated  by  the 
ineinbers  of  the  committee,  who  were  also  on  their  oaths,  and 
they  underwent  an  ample  cross-examination  by  counsel  of  the 
highest  ability  employed  by  the  accused.    The  circumstancefr 
otthecase  were  therefore  already  before  the  house,  and  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  further  examination  of  any  evidence 
on  the  subject.    An  objection,  indeed,  offered  against  the  fur<* 
Cher  production  of  evidence,  fropi  this  consideration,  that 
witnesses  not  being  examined  on  oath  at  the  bur  of  the  house 
as  they  were  before  the  committee,  might  be  induced  to  pre* 
^varicate.     On  the  score  of  precedent  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  follow  that  a  motion  for  the  further  hearing  of  evidence 
should  be  made,  for  in  one  of  the  precedents  that  had  been 
read  to  the  house,  the  reason  alleged  to  shew  the  propriety  of 
such  a  motbn  was,  that  the  part^  accused  had  no  counsel  pre-* 
sent  at  the  committee  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses  upon* 
whose  testimony  the  accusation  was  grounded.    Ihis  consi^ 
deration  could  not  be  ur^ed  in  the  instance  then  before  the 
hovsct  nor  did  he  conceive  any  ground  upon  which  such  ft 
Vol.  1.1805.  K  motion. 
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motion  as  ht  alluded  to  could  be  fairly  sustained.  The  full 
investigation  of  every  tiding  .connected  with  the  charge  against^ ' 
and  the  defence  for  the  accused,  which  had  taken  place  before 
the  committee,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  chairmanyi 
seemed  to  him  entirely  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  hresh 
examination  of  evidence.  The  case  of  a  coiut  martial,  the 
minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  before  which  formed  the  ground 
for  the  sentence,  to  be  subsequently  ratified  by  higher  autho-* 
rity»  he  thought  analogous  to  that  of  an  election  committee. 
To  the  committee  it  did  not  belong  to  pronounce  any  sen- 
tence, or  to  inflict  any  punishment.  They  had  only  to  inquire^ 
into  the  subject  referred  to  them>  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon.  Such  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee^ 
'whose  report  was  under  the  consideratipn  of  the  house,  and 
that  inquiry  was  so  minute  that  he  really  could  not  think  any 
farther  inquiry  by  the  examination  of  evidence  necessary. 
Upon  these  grounds  the  noble*  lord  said,  he  would  decline  t» 
make  any  motion  of  that  nature^ 

The  Speaker  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  coutse 
of  proceeding  which  the  noble  lord  had  announced  his  inten* 
tion  of  adopting.  In  every  part  of  that  course,  the  noble  lord 
proposed  to  act  consistently  with  the  accustomed  order  of  the- 
house,  with  the  exception  of  omitting  to  move  for  the  nro- 
duction  of  e^dlence  at  the  l>ar.  This  was  a  departure  froi» 
th^  usage  observed  in  the  precedents  which,  according  to  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord,  had  been  read  by  the  clerk;  and  also 
from  tAar  which  had  been  attended  to  in  ;ia<^&hei*  instance, 
since  these  precedents  had  occumed.  Tlie/«ight  hon.  gentle- 
man, from  a  just  solicitude  for  the  important  privileges 
and  order  of  the  house,  felt  it  his  duty  to  notice  the  proposed  . 
deviation ;  at  the  same  time  he  observed  that  no  question  would 
arise  upon  it  that  day*  The  practical  question  on  this  pointy. 
as  to  the  sufficiency  or  deiSciency  of  evidence,  would  occur 
when  it  should  be  proposed  to  proceed  to  a  decision,  without 
any  farther  examination  of  evidence. 

Mr.  Francis  asked,  for  information  sake,  to  what  purpose 
the  business  vras  at  all  brought  before  the  house  foi  conside ra^ 
tion,  if  evidence  was  not  to  be  examined;  or  upon  what  ques»^ 
tion  the  house  was  called  on  to  decide?  If  the  subject  was  not 
to  be  investigated  at  the  bar,  the  house  would  have  nothinpr 
left  to  do  but  to  adopt  the  opinion  and  recommendation  of 
the  committee ;  and  there  could  be  no  use  for  the  hearing  of 
counseL  But  he  trusted  this  measure  would  be  differently 
considered ;  for  if  the  course  proposed  by  the  noble.lord  were 

followed^ 
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ibllowed,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  qiiestion  would 
remain  for  the  discretion  of  the  house. 

Ldrd  Marsharf  stated,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  that 
the  question  brought  before  the  house  for  consideration  was 
this,  whether,  from  the  whole  body  of  evidence  contained  iti 
the  printed  report  on  the  table,  and  which  comprehended  the 
idlest  information  on  both  sides  of  the^case,  the  committee 
was  justified  in  the  inference  they  made,.aiDdin  the  opinion 
they  had  pronounced  upon  the  parties  accused,  and  also  whe^ 
thcr  any  proceeding  should  be  instituted  groiinded  on  such 
opinion*  The  noble  lord  rq>eated  his  objections  to  the  farthp: 
examination  of  evidence.  .         *^      .. 

After  some  farther  observations  from  the  Speaker,  .the  mo- 
donsj  described  by. Lord  Marsham  in  .his  opening,  were  put 
and  agreed  to. 

IRISH  OFFICERS,  &C.  . 

Lord  Archibald  Hanaikon  gave,  oodcc  th^t  he  would  CMk 
Friday  move  for  the  production  of  certaki  papers,  the  nature 
of  nAich  he  was  not  then  prepared  predisdy' to  describe;  but 
that  they  would  relate  to  the  subject  to  which  he  had  in  the 
course  of  the  last  sessions^ken  occasion  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  \  namely  the  payment  at  par  iji  this  country  of 
Irish  poisions  and  salaries  to  Irish  officers^  ftc. — Acy^wned 
till  Thursday.  > 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  31/ 

Covnsel  were  finally  heard  upon  the  appeal  cau^.  Smith  v« 
Telton.     Judgment  postponed  till  that  day  fortnight. 

A  variety  of  documents  relative  to  the  numbers  of  men 
rased,  and  different  modes  of  raising  the  same,  under  the  adr 
ditional  force  act,  were,  on  the .  modoo  of  Lord  Camden^ 
4vdcred  to  be  laid  before  the  house* 

In  answer  to  a  question  iroj^i}  Lord  Ibmley,  his  lordship 
said^  he  could,  not  exactlvlell  when,  the  papers  in  question 
could  be  laid  upon  the  table,  but  he  hoped  it  would"  be  upon 
an  early  day. 

Lord  King^gaye  notice, that  on  Monday  se'nnight  he  should 
bring  forward  a  motion  relative  (a  the  monies  remitted  on  ac- 
count of  government  to  Ireland.. 

The  bills  upon  the  table,  were  forwarded.  Among  these 
Lingham's  divorce  bill  was  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
1  second  time  that  day  fortnight. — Adjourned. 

K2  ^       HOUSE 
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HOUS'k    OF    COMMONS. 

r  THURSDAY,  JANUARY  31. 

'  Sir  John  Anderson  brought  np  the  \A\l  for  indemni^'ing 
certain  coal-factors  from  the  pcnahies  incurred  firom  certain 
literal  errors  and  unintentional  omissions,  under  the  act  for 
estabiishirtg  a  free  coal  market  in  the  city  of  London.— Rciid 
a  "first  time,  iiid  ordered  for  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HusHsson  moved  t^e  order  of  the  day  forgoing  into  x 
committee  on  the  annual  'malt  tax  bill  \  also,  that  it  t)c  an  in- 
struction to  the  committee,  tl^at  they  have  power  to  receive  a 
clause  of  credit,  and  a  clause  for  making  good  the  deficit  in 
'  the  produce  of  the  tax  on  the  5th  of  March  1^05,   out  of  the 
supplies  of  theprcsent  year.    The  house  having  resolved  int6 
the' committee,  Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair,  the  blanks  were 
iilled  up,  the  new  chhisev  added  to  theUU ;  and  on  the  house 
4»eiiig  rj^umedy  the  9«port  was  oidefed  to  be  r^eiVed  the 
'  -iiexfe  day. 
•'    Tlie  pehsionkluty  bill  passed  tjhrough  9  committee,  charged 
%iUi'simikir  in^ructions;  and  the  same  clauses  hiving  beea 
a^ed'to  the  bill  in  tlic  committee,  when  the  house  was  rcr 
'sumed,  the  report  vn^s  ordered  to  be  received  tI)Q  next  day. 

Mr.  Hiiskisson,  in  the  absence  of  bis  right  hon«  friend,  the 
Ch:mcellor  of  the  Exchequer,  gave  notice  of  a  motiqn  ip  tb^ 
committee  of  ways  and  means  the  next  day,  for  the  issue  of  ex- 
chequer bills  to  z  certain  amount^  oi)  the  credit  of  the  aids  of 
the  present  year. 

Mr.  Foster  moved,  that  the  message  from  the  lords  of  Mon. 
day,  requesting  the  permission  of  fhe  house  for  Sir  Thomas 
Fethefstone,  Baronet,  Mervyn  Archdallj  Esq.  Sir  J.  Stewart j 
and  the  hon.  Onlbraith  Lowry  Cole,  to  attoid  at  their  bar  to 

five  evidence  op  the  charges  alleged  against  the  hon.  Justice 
ox;  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  message  having  been  read>  an  order  ivas.made  for  aU 
lowing  feir  Thomas  Fctfecrstofte,  Baronet,  and  Mervyn  Arch- 
dall,  Esq.  (then  present)  to  attend  pursuant  to  themessageof 
ll\e  lords,  if  they  seeiit.        --  ' 

,  .  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  withdrew  his  notice  of  a  motion 
relative  ta  the' pay  of  Irish  dfficers>  which  stopd  for  the  next 
day,  and  fixed  it  for  Tuesday. 

^'AVT  BOARD  REPonr. 
Mr.  Kinnaifd,  in  giving  notice  of  a  motion  which  he  prcv- 
poded  to  submit  vo  tbc  bo.usc  on  Tijcsday  ncxtj  thought  it  right 


to 
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to  put  the  house  m  possession  of  his  object  In  making  it.  His 
motion  would  be,  that  there  W  laid  before  the  house  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  navy  board  to  the  admiralty,  dated  the,  24th 
of  November  1804,  respecting  the  profuse  expenditure  in  th€ 
repairs  of  the  Ronmey,  Nassau,  and  La  Suffisante,  vessels 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Home  Popham.  If  the  paper,  on 
its  being  produced,  should  confirm  the  opinion  he  then  enter- 
tained on  the  subject,  he  considered,  in  famiess  to  that  oiHcer, 
bound  to  take  the  c^portunity  of  stating,  that  he  shoukl  in 
that  case  feel  it  his  duty  to  prosecute  the  iiiquiiy  still  tuithcx* 

QUARANTINE  LAWS, 

Afr.  Itose  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house  to  consider  of  these  acts.  On  the  house  resolvi. 
ing  itself  into  the  committee^ 

Afr.  ^oj/ stated,  that  the  duties  under  the  former  acts  were 
found  insufficient  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  origi- 
nally imposed,  and  as  the  most  expeditious  method  of  remc* 
djing  that  defect,  proposed  two  resolutions  to  the  committee  1 
I  St,  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  present  quarantine  rates  and 
duties  do  cease  and  determine;  and  2d,  that  others  more  ef- 
fectual and  productive  be  substituted  in  their  place.  Ihc 
resolutions  were  aereed  to,  and  on  the  house  being  resumed, 
♦he  report  was  orcfered  to  be  received  the  n^xt*  day. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  NAVAL  INQUIRY. 

^fr»  Gilts  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  a  subject  of  considerable  importance.  Two  yc;irs  had  al- 
ready elapsed,  since  the  board  of  commissioners  of  navul  in- 
quiry ^ad  been  established  under  theauthorlty  of  parliament. 
By  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  by  which  that  board  was  con- 
stituted, bs  operation  was  limited  tatwo  years  from  the  l^d 
of  Decern*  wT  x8o2>  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament. In  consequence  of  the  postponement  of  the  meetiti^ 
of  parliament  till  after  Christmas  in  the  pk-esent  session^  that 
act  would  naturally  determine  with  the  present' session,  tw^lvi 
months  e^urlier  than  the  period  that  was  in  the  codtemplatidit 
of  parliament,  ait  the  time  of  enacting  it  i  for  had  the&otise 
met  at  the  usual  time/the  date  of  the  lapse  of  two  years  woul4 
have  fallen  withm  the  present  session,  and  of  course  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  would  be  extended  to  the  end  of  n^t  sei^ 
siOD.  His  view  in  rising  therefore,  was  to  ascertain  firom  hi? 
inajc^y's  ministers,  whether  it  was  tlieir  intention  to  take  asiy 

measures  to  prolong  the  duration  of  this  beneficial  act. 
•    '^ '  ^.    ..  .    ...        ^^^^ 
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Some  minutes  liavingclapsed  after  Mr. Giles  sat  iiovn«  withr 
cut  any  answer  being  given  to  his  inquiry)  he  rose  again^  ob'* 
serving,  that  from  the  silence  of  the  gendemen  on  the  other 
side,  he  concluded  that  it  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  majesty's  minister?  to  continue  the  bill.  In  that  case  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  house  on  the 
subject,  which  he  fixed  for  Monday  fortnight. 
pkjimce  of  wales's  island. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Monday 
tiext  make  a  motion  for  papers  relative  to  the  establishment  in 
Prince  of  Wales's  Island. 

Mr.  Huskisson  obtained  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
assessed  tax  commissioners  act. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

fRIOAY,  FEBRUARY   I.      y 

*  Mr.  Adam  was  heard  for  the  appellant  in  the  Scotch  apu 
^aU  Robert  Hamiiton  and  others,  proprietors  of  the  late 
^lafgow  glafs-hoofe  company,  againft  John  Geddes,  ma- 
nager of  that  company.  The  further  bearing  poftponed  till 
mxt<]ay. 

Lord  Hawkelbury  having  moved  that  the  houfe  do  ad* 
journ  till  the  Jiext  day, 

^  Earl  Darnle^  Tok^  not,  he  faid,  to  oppofe  the  motion, 
l)ut  merely  to  ftatc  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  reafon  for 
[the  noble  lord  propofing  that  the  houfe  (hoi^ld  meet  the 
next, day,  namely,  that  the  additional  papers  relative  to  the 
queftlon  with  Spain  were  expeSed  thtfn  to  be  ready  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  In  ffating  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
dppofe  the  motion,  he  begged  It  to  be  ufiderftopd  that  he 
iX>uld  not  at  all  reconcile  the  condufl  of  the  noble  lord,  and 
of  his  colleagues  in  office,  in  rtow  wiihing  to  pu(h  this  mat- 
ter to  fo  early"  a  difcuflion,  to  the  efFeft  even  of  taking  pre- 
cedence of  another  bufinefs,  of  which  he  (Lord  Darnley) 
had  given  notice,  and  which  undoubtedly  yielded  in  interell 
to  none,  with  their  previous  proceedings  and  ideas  on  this 
fubteft.  All  the  correfpondence,  all  the  papers  at  all  con- 
neSed  with  the  Span^fh  queftion,  were  in  their  power  and 
knowledge,  and  in  the  power  and  kfiowledge  of  none  dlfe. 
'J[*hcy  ooght  at  the  beginning  to  have  laid  on  the  table  eveijr 
paper  which  was  at  all  eflential  to  the  forming  of  a  fair 
J^d|glnent  on  the  queftion.    l*hey  did  ky  fuch  papers  on 

the 
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the  tabic*  and  noble  lords  on  the  fante  fide  of  tlie  houfe 
with  bim  (Lord  Darnlcy)  made  no  objeftioa  to  them,  nor 
demaaded  any  farther  produdion.  Tbey  were  willing  to 
have  formed  their  judgment  on  tlie.queilion,  on  the  evi* 
dence  which  minifters  themfelves  had  thought  fufficienc. 
Now,  however,  miniilenview  the  matter  differently,  and 
they  bad  themfelves  moved  for  additional  papers.  To  this 
his  lordihip  faid  he  could  have  no  objedion ;  but  he  mui^ 
he  forgiven  faying  that  the  condud  of  noble  lords  on  the 
other  fide,  in  this  refped,  did  not  correfpond  with  that  de- 
fire  for  a  fpeedy  difcuffion  of  the  bufinefs  which  thcv  bad 
heen  fo  eager  to  profefs;  at  all  events  he  could  not  fee  oa 
wiiat  grounds  their  own  delay^  or  want  of  preparation^ 
ought  to  ba  efieemed  a  reafon  for  poftponuig  the  motion 
on  another  important  fubjed  of  which  he  bad  formerly 
given  notice.  He  rather  conceived  the  condu3  of  noble 
lords  in  adminiftration,  as  a  fervile  imitation  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  in  another  houfe,  which  it  was  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  that  houfe  to  follow,  unlefs  on  moft  fubflantiat 
and  necefliary  grounds. 

Lord  Mulgrave  vindicated  himfelf  from  any  blame» 
cither  as  to  an  orofflion  in  the  papers  originally  laid  before 
the  hok^fe,  or  in  an  unneceflary  delay  in  preparing  thofe 
which  it  had  been  deemed  proper  now  to  produce  in  addi- 
tion (o  them.  As  to  there  being  any  fault  in  laying  before 
that  houfe  foch  information  as  had  been  afked  and  granted 
in  the  other,  he  muft  coofefs  be  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
where  it  lay.  It  was  the  fii^  time,  he  believed,  that  fuch 
an  objedion  had  been  flarted,  and  he  conceived  there 
would  hsve  been  far  greater  room  for  comptlaint,  if  it 
could  have  been  alleged  that  information  was  afforded  in  the- 
other  houfe,  or  any  where  elie,  which  was  withheld  from 
their  lordfhips. 

Eari  Darniey  explained,  when  the  Jioufe  adjourned  tiU 
i9ext  day. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  1. 

Mr.  Bouverie  moved  for  a  new  writ  for  the  burghs  of 
Kirkaldy/ Burnt  Ifland,  &c.  in  the  room  of  Sir  James  Sin- 
clair Erlkine,   Bart,  lately  come   to  the  title  of  Earl  of 

IMslya. 
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New  Writs  were  mov«d  for  the  borough  of  Newark,  ill 
the  room  of  Sir  Tbomas  Manners  Sutton,  appointed  one  »f 
the  judges  rn  bis  majcfty':*  court  of  Exchequer )  for  the  bo- 
rough of  To^ncfs,  in  Devonlhirc,  in  the  rooa>  of  Vicary 
Gibbs,  Efq.  appointed  his  majefty'S'&Iicitor-general ;  and 
£[>r  the  borough  of  Michell,  in  Cornwall^  ^n  the  room  of 
Robert  Dallas,  Elq.  appointed  bis  majefty's  chief  jultice  of 
Chefter. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the 
houlb  refolved  itfcif  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  previous  to  movhig  that  three 
millions  be  raifed  on  exchequer  hiUs,  towards  the  fervice  of 
the  year,  intimated  that  he  ihouldtake  an  early  opportunity 
of  appriling  the  houfe  on  what  day  he  (liould  bring  forwaixi 
the  general  ways  and  means  for  the  public  fervice. 

Three  millions  of  exchequer  bills  were  then  voted  by  tlic 
committee.  The  houfe  refumedt  and  the  report  was  oi^ 
dered  to  be  received  next  day.  • 

The  Chancellor,  of  tlie  Exchequer  gave  notice  that  he 
would  on  Monday  fubmit  a  propolitioa  to  the  houfe,  oa  the 
liibjeft  of  the  loyalty  loan. 

MIDDLESEX  ELECTION  OF  1802. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  hearing  the  charge 
againft  Sir  William  Rawlins,  Kntr  and  Robert  Albion  Cux» 
Kfq.*  the  iberifis  who  prefided  at  the  Middlefex  eleAion  in 
I80'A 

'  Lord  Marsham  ftated,  that  he  meant  to  poftpone  the  coti- 
iideration  of  the  quefiion  to  Tuerday.  He  had  fecn  no 
reafon  to  alter  the  opinion  which  he  had  exprefled  on  a 
ibrmer  occafion,  that  it  would  not  be  neceflary  to  adduce 
any  evidence  before  the  houfe.  He  was  the  more  inclined 
to  adhere  to  this  opinion,  as  he  underftood,  though  he  Was 
not  aatborized  to  make  the  declaration,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  were  chiefly  concerned  in  the  bufinefs  had.no  wifh 
that  any  evidence  further  than  what  was  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  fhould  be  produced.  But  though 
he  had  not  changed  bis  opinion,  he  thought  it  proper  to  give 
the  houfe  time  to  find  out  any  precedents  which  rtTcrred  to 
cafes  of  a  fjmilar  nature,  and  with  that  view  he  had  rifea 
to  prf)pofe  the  delay  of  a  few  days. 

The  order  was  then  difchargcd,  and  Lord  Marfhar^ 
moved,  that  a  new  order  be  made  out  for  Tuefday. 

AT'     /tfjr  rofe,  not  with  any  view  of  entering- int<^  the 

xueru& 
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merits  of  the  queAloiit' but  only  to  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks on  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord  on  the  fub- 
jcft  of  calling  evidence  before  the  houfe.  He  thought  it 
quite  clear;  that  in  all  cafes  where  the  houfe  were  cslled 
upon  to  a£l  in  a  judicial  capacity,  they  ought  to  deciile  not 
tifom  what  was  ilated  in  evidence  before  a  committee,  but 
what  was  produced  in  evidence  before  themfelves.  Whe- 
ther the  parties  wifhed  to  have  evidence  produced  or  not, 
was  what  the  houfe  had  nothing  to  do  with  in  judging  of  the 
general  queflion  of  the  right  of  the  houfe  to  call  foe  it^ 
which  was  intimately  connected  with  the  grounds  of  a  fair 
decifioD.  Perhaps  it  might  be  found  that  the  parties  were* 
defirous  of  calling  exculpatory  evidence;  and  this  difieied 
materially  from  the  propofed  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
abfence  of  all  evidence.  At  all  events,  he  thought  the 
right  of  calling  evidence  ought  to  be  Icit  fully  open,  and 
tl:at  nothing  Ihould  be  done  inconiiftent  with  the  general 
pra&ice  of  the  houfe. 

LoTii  ilarjham  faid,  that  on  a  former  occafion  he  had  un-* 
derftoad  from  the  counfel  of  the  accufed  parties  that  they 
were  anxious  to  call  evidence  to  a  point  which  had  occurred 
flnce  the  diflblution  of  the  commi|tee.  He  was  now,  how- 
ever, led  to  believe,  that  they,  had  no  defire  to  call  evidence 
of  any  fort,  and  were  willing  to  reft  their  cafe  on  the  evi« 
dence  before  the  comrriittee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  hot  admit  the 
dodrine  laid  down  by  the  honourable  gentleman  oppo£te 
(Mr.  Fox)  in  all  the  extent  he  feemed  defirous  of  eftablilh- 
ing.  He  did  not  think  that  in  every  cafe  where  the  houfe 
excrcifed  a  judicial  capacity  thev  were  bound. to  call  evl«< 
dence  before  them,  from  looking  into  precedents  on  this . 
lubjcfi,  he  found,  that  previous  to  mo,  when  Mr.  Gren- 
viile's  ad  was  framed,  the  uniform  practice  of  the  houfe 
had  been  to  receive  evidence  Contained  in  reports  of  a  com- 
mittee as  fuliicient  to  authorize  a  decifion  v^ithout  going  into 
freih  evidence  at  the  bar.  It  would  be  recollcded,  top, 
that  thefe  were  not  committees  of  the  whole  houfe,  but 
feled  committees,  whofe  reports  were  allowed  to  be,  bincK 
ing.  Since  the  framing.of  Mr.  Grenville's  aft,  thefe  feicft 
committees  were  compofed  of  members  fworn  on  oath  to 
try  the  merits  of  fucb  petitions  as  were  brought  before 
them,  and  to  judge  of  the  evidence  produced  under  the 
obligation  of  that  oath.  Now,  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
ssther  extraordinary  to  have  given  more  credit  to  tbere- 
Yoi.'.  1.  1805.  L  -'  ports 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


74  THE  IPARLIAMENTART  REGlSTElL         [CoMHOWt, 

ports  of  feleft  committees  previous  to  the  formation  of  the 
Grenville  act»  than  to  the  report  of  committees  fitting  under 
its  fanftion.  It  was  true  there  were  cafes  where  the  houfe 
did  think  it  neceflary  to  call  evidence  before  them.  The 
firft  of  thefe  cafes  was  the  cafe  of  Shoreham,  and  there 
were  two  other  v6ry  recent  cafest  of  Great  Grim.fby,  and 
Liflceard.  In  the  cafe  of  Cricklade  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  were  different,  lliere  a  quef^ion  had  been  ftarted 
as  to  the  neceflity  of  calling  evidence  before  the  houie^  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  fearch  for  precedents.  The 
xeport  of  the  committee  was^  however,  from  time  to  time 
delayedftdnd  no  decifion  ever  took  place.  The  prefent  in- 
elinationbf  his  mind  was,  that  the  calling  of  evidence  was 
unneceilary,  and  he  thought  it  a  matter  of  very  ferious  im*- 
portance  not  to  interfere  with  the  old  eftablifhed  privileges 
of  the  houfe.  In  every  cafe  previous  to  1770,  the  houfe 
had  proceeded  on  the  report  of  fele£^  committees,  and  he 
faw  no  reafon  why  this  mode  fliould  be  departed  from  on 
tiie -prefent  occafion.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  throw  out 
thefe  few  hints  with  the  view  of  inducing  g^entlemen  to  turn 
their  minds  to  the  fubjefi,  and  to  come  fully  prepared  to 
the  difculGon.on  Tuefday. 

Mr.  Francis  faid  a  few  woris  expreffive  of  his  opinxon 
that  the  houfe  could  not  decide  juftly  or  feirly  without  hear* 
ing  evidence. 

The  bufinefs  was  then  fixed  for  Tuefday. 

Mr.  Windham  rofe  to  alk  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  irf 
what  ftate  of  forwardnefs  the  papers  we^e,  for  which  he 
had  moved  on  a  former  da^  ? 

The  Secretary  at  War  faid  he  was  not  then  prepared  io 
anfwer  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  quefiion,  but  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  houfe  he  would  be  able  to  give  him  the  in- 
formation he  required. 

The  Chancellor  of^  the  Exchequer  informed  the  houie  that 
the  additional  Spaniih  papers,  moved  for  by  an  hon.  gen-> 
tleman  oppofite,  (Mr.  Grey,)  would  be  ready  for  delivery 
aextday. 

The  malt  duty  bill  and  the  other  tax  bills  on  the  table 
were  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  next 
day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
prefent  Hate  of  the  quarantine  laws,  was  brought  up,  and  the 
lefolutions  were  feverally  read  and  agreed  to.    . 

A  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  refo* 

lutions. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  " 


fit.  S.1  MISCELLANEOUS.  75 

ludons,  the  objeft  of.  which  is  to  enforce  the  quarantine 
hivs  with  the  utmoft  feverity. 

The  annual  indemnity  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  and 
committed  for  next  day. 

The  other  orders  we^re  difpofed  of,  and  the  boufe  ad* 
journed. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

SATUJlDAYy  FEB.  2.       .    . 

Earl  Camden  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  the  additional 

Epers,  relative  to  the  flate  of  the  military  force,  ^could  not 
got  ready  in  order  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  before  Mon- 
day. 

A  ihort  converfatton  took  place  between  fearl  Spencer  and 
Lord  MulgraTe,  with-refpe^  to  the  poftponement  of  Lord 
-Damley's  motion  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  above  papers,  which 
ftandt  for  Thurfday  next ;  but,  in  confequence  of  Lord 
Oamley's  abfence,  no  motion  was  made  to  change,  the  daysi* 

Lord  Mnigrave  prefented  manufcript  copies  of  feveral 
«f  the  fupplementary  papers  relative  to  the  Spanifh  war. 
He  exprened  bis  wilh,  that  they  Ihould  be  taken  into  confi- 
dcntion  next  Fri<lay,  and  moved  that  the  houfe  be  fumr- 
SQOoed  [or  that  day. — ^Ordered. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

SATURDAY,  FEB.  1. 

The  malt  duty  bill,  and  the  peniions  duty  bill,  were  read 
a  third  time  and  pafied. 

The  aflefied  taxes  commillioners  bill  was  read  a  firft  time» 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

The  indemnity  bill  went  through  a  committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means»  th^t 
three  millions  fhould  be  granted  to  his  majefty  on  exchequer 
bills,  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  ih 
thereon. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  fome  addf* 
donal  papers  relative  to  the  Spanifli  war,*  a  number  of 
which,  he  faid,  had  been  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. 

The  Secretary  at  War  prefented  fome  neceffary  papel>s 
preparatory  to  the  army  efiimates ;  alfo  an  account  of  the 

*  SerlPart  n.  of  the  Syamiih  PapkAi. 
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fiiiti  rcduired  for  barracks  during  the  prcfcnt  year,  whfcb 
was  or0ered  to  be  printed.  He  faid,  he  Ihould  introduce  ttfe 
fubjcft  of  barracks  into  the  army  eftimates  on  M«nday,.but 
be  ihould  not  prefs  for  a  vote. 

Mr.  Caltraft  fugj^efted,  that  fome  little  delay  was  he- 
cefldry  on  that  fubjed. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS- 

MONDAY,    FEBRUARY  4.  . 

^rl  Darnlej  moved,  that  the  order  for  summoning  the 
house  for  I  hursday  next  on  his  motion' relative  to  the  addi- 
tional defence  bill  be  discharged,  and  that  the  house  be  sum-» 
moned  for  that  purpose  on  Tuesday  se'nnight,  so  as  not  to  in- 
terfere with  a  motion  of  his  noble  friend  (Lord  King's)  stand- 
ing for  Monday. 

L9rd  Hawhibury  had  no  objection  to  the  motion  of  the  no- 
ble lord  \  only  he  thought  it  iptoper  to  mention,  that  if  .ht$ 
lordship  had  been  desirous  of  discussing  that  subject  by  itself^ 
without  taking  into  it  the  question  of  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, ministers  >vould  have  been  ready  to  have  gone  into  it  on 
Thursday.  All  he  wished  to  be  understood  was,  thSt  the  de- 
lay was  not  made  at  the  request  of  ministers.  With  respect 
to  the  intended  motion  of  the  noble  lord  (King),  if  agreeable 
to  his  lordshipi  he  should  be  happy  that  night,  or  between 
that  and  Monday,  to  be  a  little  belter  informed  as  to  the 
preciscnature»of.it,  as  he  had  only  heard  it  imperfectly  from 
report. 

Lor/i  King  said,  that  his  motion  would  principally  go  to  in- 
quire into  the  amount  of  cash  sent  from  this  country  to  Ire- 
land to  facilitate  the  equalization  of  the  rate  of  exchange  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  He  was  not,  however,  prepared  at 
the  tnomcnt  to  state  the  precise  words  of  his  motions. 

The  order  for  summoning  the  house  for  Thursday  was  then 
discharged,  and  ordered  to  stand  for  Tuesday  se'nnight. 

SPANISH  PAPERS. 

Lord  Grenville  said  that  when  the  papers  relative  to  the 
rupture  with  Spain  were  originally  laid  on  the  table,  he  ^ras 
induced  to  suppose  that  every  thing  which  could  at  all  eluci- 
date that  subject  had  been  submitted  to  their  lordships'  consi- 
deration. When,  however,  the  additional  papers  were,  o* 
the  motion  of  the  noble  secretary  of  state  himself,  moved  for 

and 
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Mid  presented  to  the  house,  he  had,  as  wtis  his  datf,  'peroied 
them  uritk  the  ^greatest  attention,  and  he  was^happy  to  think 
thrift  he  had  done  so,  and  to  believe  that  in  perusing  them  fac 
had  recdved  as  great  information  cm  tbe  subject,  he  believed 
he  might  say  he  had  received  more  information  from  them 
than  the  first  volume  of  papers  afforded.  From  this  circiuiv 
stance,  he  was  the  more  inclined  to  hope,  that  it  <woukl9ti& 
be  in  the  power  of  ministers,  who,  after  taking  nearly  two 
months  to  consider  what  papers  were  necessary,  had  not  pro- 
duced more  than  one  half  of  what  they  themselves  hid  lat- 
terly deemed  essential,  to  supply  the  chasms  which,  he  was 
sorry  to  see,  still  existed  in  the  communications  necessary  t« 
enable  the  house  to  form  a  judgment  on  this  important  bnsr- 
aessu  The  first  paper  which  he  observed  to  be  wanting,  and 
to  whsck  he  was  inclined  to  attach  considerable  importance^ 
was  a  communication  which,  it  would  seem,  from  Mr.  Frete's 
dispatches,  must  have  taken  place  between  him  and  M.  Ceval- 
ios.  In  his  conferences  with  the  Prince  of  Peace  relative  to 
the  nature  of  the  defensive  treaty  between  France  and'Spain^ 
on  pressing  that  minister  for  farther  particulars,  he  is  inform* 
cd  by  the  Prince  of  Peace  that  he  is  not  the  proper  person  to 
frrmsh  him  with  the  necessary  information,  and  he  is  referred 
to  M.  Cevallos..  He  accordingly,  in  concluding  his  dispatck 
to  ministers,  intimates  his  intention  of  taking  the  earliest  cp»* 
portunity  of  conferring  with  M.  Cevallos  on  that  subject;  but 
although  iiis  lordship  had  read  the  whole  additional  voluoie 
with  attenti^i,  the  result  of  that  conference  had  no  where 
met  hb  eye.  He  therefore  should  move,  that  an  humble  ad- 
ilress  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  order  the  dispatch  or  letters  containing 
the  substance  or  result  of  tliat  conference  to  be  laid  before  the 
house. 

Lard  Hatuieshury  wished,  as  ministers  were  not  prepared  on 
this  subject,  although  they  wished  to  give  every  access  to  the 
papers  in  their.possession  which  the  house  might  judge  neces* 
sary,  that  they  should  not  be  pushed  on  a  subject  where  some 
delicacy  might  be  necessary,'  without  being  aware  of  the  na- 
mre  of  the  papers  which  might  be  demanded.  He  therefore 
wished  the  noble  lord  woukir  content  himself  with  giving  no- 
tice of  his  motions  for  the  next  day. 

L&rJ  Grenville  presumed  that  ministers  could  hardly  be -such 
strangers  to  the  import  of  sGch  remarkable  documents  in  their 
possession,  as  to  render  any  notice  necessary.  It  would  be 
highly  inconvenient  for  lii'.u  to  come  to  the  house  ne^t  day  to 

make 
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make  tTic  motions  he  had  then  ready;  if  he  niffst»  howerer^ 
,he  should  surely  do  so  ^  but  he  hoped  that  would  be  umie- 
ccssary* 

Lard  Mufgrave  assured  the  noble  lord,  he  gave  him  more 
credit  than  he  deserved,  in  supposing  that  he  was  so  well 
•aware  of  the  contents  of  all  the  papers  in  his  possession,  as  xx> 
give  a  determined  answer  on  the  moment*  He  had  origioally 
hud  on  the  table  ail  he  deemed  necessary  to  enable  the  house 
•to  form  a  judgment  on  the  suli^ect*  If,  hovrever,  the  noble 
•lord  WouM  favour  hiin  with  a  list  of  the  papers  he  wided 
produced,  he  assured  him,  if  in  his  hands,  or  at  all  to  be  proH 
cured,  and  such  as  ought  to  be  produced^  they  should  be 
lairly  and  candidly  laid  before  the  house* 

To  this  Lord  GrenviUe  assented,  and  proceeded  to  partica*^ 
larize  the  didbrent  papers  he  wanted.  A  report  of  the  com* 
munications  between  Lord  Harrowby  and  Don  d' Anduaga^  as 
to  the  armaments  at  Ferrol,  he  particularly  looked  on  as  being 
'  essentially  necessary  to  elucidate  the  question  as  to  the  seizure 
cStixc  Spanish  ships.  The  information  and  explanations  given 
<m  th^  subject  were  unquestionably  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  he  was  convinced  the  known  accuracy  of  his  noUe  friend 
^Lord  Harrowby)  could  not  so  far^have  forsaken  him  as  to  in- 
duce him  to*  leave  a  subject  of  this  important  nature  without 
any  memorandum  whatever  to  enable  the  house  .to  judge  of 
it,  and  with  it  of  the  propriety  of  his  ow^  conduct.  There 
was  another  thing  he  wished  particularly  explained.  He  ob- 
served that  Mr.  Frerc,  in  February  1 804,  made  the  assurance 
'  that  the  condemnation  of  British  ship^  in  Spanish  ports  would 
be  discontinued,  a  fundamental  article  in  his  continuing 
longier  at  Madrid,  and  declared  if  that  were  not  agreed  to, 
the  period  of  his  mission  must  cease.  Now,  he  had  searched 
in  vain  through  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  for  any  autho- 
rity to  Mr.  Frere  to  hold  such  language,  and  he  wished  it  to 
be  produced*  He  concluded  by  specifying  seven  additional 
fmpcrs,  and  hoped  the  noble  secretary  of  state  would  xnfona 
him  in  th^  course  of  the  next  morning  how  far  it  was  the  in* 
tention  of  ministers  to  comply  with  his  motions.  That  one 
which  regarded  the  explanations  from  Don  d'Anduaga  to 
Lord  Harrowby,  he  considered  of  so  much  importance,  that 
if  withheld,  however  inconvenient  to  himself  he  must  come 
down  and  take  the  sense  of  the  house  on  it. 

Ix)rd  Mulgrave  promised  that  the  noble  lord  should  be  in* 
formed  at  as  early  an  hour  the  next  day  as  possible^  how  far 
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It  would  be  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the  noble  lord's  dc- 
fliaads. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF    COMMONS. 

MONDAY^  F£ORUART  4. 

Lord  Henniker  took  the- oaths  and  his  seat  for  thecoumjr 
ofRutkuid. 

Sir  Evan  Nepean  presented  accounts  of  the  debt»  comract- 
cd  bj  the  navy  for  the  last  year. 

On,  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Anderson,  the  coal  merchanti' 
and  £ictors  indemnity  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  the  next  day  se'nnight.  ' 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  W.  Russell,  the  Surrey  iron  raiW 
way  hill  uras  read  a  seamd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

QUARANTINE. 

Mr.  Rose  presented  the  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the 
quarantine  act.     The  bill  having  been'read  a  first  time, 

Mr.  Hose  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
bouse  to  the  provisions  contained  in  h.    The  bill  passed  in 
40th  Geo.  in.  had  placed  the  performance  of  quarantine  under 
various  regulations,  which  were  to  be  performed  according  to 
orders  to  be  issued  by  his  majesty  in  council  in  virtue  of  pow- 
ers vested  by  that  act.  At  present  it  was  intended  to  increase 
these  powers,  so  that  the  necessary  precautions  may  be  ap-i 
plied,  not  only  in  case  of  plague,  but  of  every  other  infectious^ 
disease.     The  bill  then  before  the  house,  went  also  to  give 
similar  powers  with  respect  to  vessels  on  board  of  which  any 
infection  may  have  broken  out  at  sea,  though  such  vessels  may 
not  have  sailed  from  an  infected  place.    Tliis  bill  was  also  de-' 
signed  to  give  powers  to  force  back  on  board  their  ships,  per^ 
sons  escaping  from  quarantine  5  or,  to  put  them  to  death  if 
ihcj  should  resist  such  force }  also  a  clause  to  indemnify  his 
tnajcsty's^  privy  council  for  their  conduct  with  respect  to  a 
vessel  v^hich  had  arrived  from  Gibraltar,  and  part  of  the  crew 
of  which  had  landed  under  circumstances  certainly  very  much 
to  be  compassionated.    The  vessel  had  come  from  Gibraltar 
to  Falmoutn,  from  whence  she  was  ordered  round  to  Stokes 
Bay,  the  place  appointed  for  the  performance  of  quarantine  } 
but  in  coming  rpund,  she  was  wrecked,  and  part  of  the  crew 
escaped  to  a  village  near  Chichester,  where  they  were  disco* 
Tcredat  a  public  house,  and  sent  back  to  the  proper  place.for 
performing  the  remainder  of  their  quarantine.     The  bill  wa^ 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  on  Friday. 

The 
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The  Secretary  at  War  presented  t^he  remaining  papers  that 
were  necessary  to  complete  the  accounts  be  had  presented  on 
Saturday,  relative  to  the  nciv  battalions  raising  in  Ireland. 

The  assessed  tax  coiti  miss  ion  ers  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered* k)  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  annual  indemnity  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
vead  a  third  timie. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  gave  notice,  that,  in  addition  to  the  papers 
that  had  been  already  moved  for,  he  would  the  next  day 
move  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  account  of  the 
fxpence  of  repairing  the  Romney  at  Sheei-ness  in  1800;  an 
accoant  of  the  repairs  of  the  fleet  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Sir  Home.Popham  in  the  Red  Sea;  and  copies  of  th€ 
kUer»  of  the  Marqixis  WeUesIey  relative  to  that  subject. 

PRINCE  OF  WALKS'S  ISLAND. 

Mr.  Johitstone^  agreeably  to  his  notice  of  Thursday,  rose 
to,  move  for  certain  papers  connected  with  the  resolutiwi  of 
<he  court  of  directors,  to  establisli  a  settlement  and  naval  arse- 
nal at  Prince  of  Wales's  island.  The  whole  6f  this  business 
appeared  to  be  determined  on  by  the  court  of  directors,  so  faF 
as  it  was  possible  to  judge  from  a  decision  authorizing  them  to 
proceed,  derived  from  a  ballot  of  the  proprietors.  It  was  a 
remarkable  circumstance^  however,  and  one  which  he  thought 
highly  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  house,  that  out  of  the 
gros^  number  of  728  proprietors,  no  smaller  a  numjber  than 
318  had  been  found  adverse  to  the  principle  and  expediency 
of  the  establishment  proposed.  To  enable  the  house  and 
pnblic  to  judge  how  far  this  establislunent  was  really  either 
politic  or  necessary,  he  had  ^-isen  to  move  for,  certain  papers 
which  would  tend  to  place  the  matter  in  a  clear  point  of  view. 
The  hon.  gentleman  accordingly  moved  for  a  copy  of  any  es- 
timate of  the  expence  of  building  a  74  gun  ship  and  a  36  gun 
frigate  at  Bombay. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  the  court  of 
directors,  on  the  9th  of  September  1804,  together  with  all 
the  enclosures  to  which  that  letter  referred. 

A  copy  of  two  letters  of  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond,  to 
the  court  of  directors,  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  October 
1804 ;  and  a  copy  of  all  proceedings  of  the  commissioners- 
for  the  affairs  of  India,  and- the  court  of  directors,  respecting 
the  establishmeat  of  a  naval  arsenal  in  Prince  of  Wales's 
Island. 

These  several  motions  were  put  from  the  chair  and  agreed 
to.     ' 

The 
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The  three  million  exchequer  bills*  bill  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Alexander,  read  a  first  time>  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  the  next  day, 

Mr.  Creevty  stated  that  a  conunission  for  the  tnyestigation 
of  naval  affairs,  lately  issued,  under  which  Sir  Charles  Mid- 
dlcton  and  severid  other  gentlemen  were  Empowered  to  act, 
had  been  the  subject  of  a  good  deal  of  observation.  An 
idea  was  entertained  that  the  powers  granted  by  that  commis- 
sion were  of  a  verycxtensiye  nature,  nay, that  they  were  ab- 
solutely discretionary.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  have  a  copy 
of  the  commission  fairly  laid  before  the  house.  The  hon. 
gendeman  accordingly  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  document  in 
question. 

The  Ckancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  sort  of  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  commission.  He  thought  it,  how- 
ever, necessary'  to  lose  no  time  in  having  it  fiilly  understood 
that  the  idea  of  discfetiom^-y  powers  being  conveyed  by  the 
commission  was  altogether  erroneous.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
commission  was  merely  calculated  to  authorize  those  acting 
under  it  to  consider  0/  such  improvements  in  the  naval  de- 
partment as  the  reports  of  the  coipmission,  formerly  ap* 
pointed,  might  appear  to  justify  or  require. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  * 

J/r.  Creevey  wished  to  know  from  his  majesty's  ministers 
what  steps  were  in  agitation,  by  the  lords  of  the  treasury, 

a^nst Fordyce,  Esq.    If  no  information  was  received, 

he  thought  it  his  duty  to  say  that  he  should,  on  some  early 
day,  bring  the  matter  under  the  consideration  of  the  house, 
unless,  in  the  mean  time,  tho^e  who  had  better  means  of  as- 
certaining the  circumstances' of  the  case,  should  feci  it  their 
durv  to  bring  it  forward. 

"f  he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  bus^;ie«is  could 
pot  be  in  better  hands  than  those  oi  the  hon.  gcmlemun. 
Ilerc  the  mattep:  ende^* 

srANISH  PAPFUS, 

Mr.  Gr0y  rose  to  ask  when  the  otlier  pafSers,  for  whidi  he 
had  moved,  might  be  expected  to  be  laid  on  the  tabic  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ^  in  reply,  mentioned  that 
he  was  in  imme^liate  expectation  of  their  arrival.  They 
were,  accordingly  delivered  out  to  the  members  before  the 
house  adjourned. 

Mr.  Greji  after  all  the  information  which  the  papers  al- 
ready moved  for  ccmsained,  stil)  expressed  himself  ef  opinion 

Vol.  I.  1805.  M  that 
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that  there  were  several  important  deficiencies  to  be  supplied, 
and  points  of  the  highest  consequence  to  be  explained.  T^c 
deficiencies  at  present  existing  were,  papers  from  the  ofircc 
of  the  secretary  for  the  foreign  department,  and  the  board  of 
admiralty.  Of  the  latter  he  should,  at  present,  say  nothing, 
becfause  all  the  papers  he  had  moved  for  were  not  yet  pro- 
duced, and  till  they  were  on  the  table  he  could  not  ascertain 
to  what  extent  the  deficiency  of  evidence  existed.  As  to  ftic 
deficiencies  from  the  secretary  of  state's  oflfice,  he  had  to  offer 
a  few  observations.  What,  in  the  first  place,  he  wished  to 
ascertain  was,  whether,  prevfous  to  the  2d  of  June,  down  to 
the  24th  of- November,  there  existed  any  papers  illustrative 
of  the  steps  taken  by  our  ministers  to  obtain  any  satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  terms  of-  the  treaty  of  St.  lldefonso.  He 
was  also  anxious  to  know  whether,  during  the  long  interval 
betwixt  the  21st  of  January  and  the  29th  of  Npvembcr,  no 
instructions  whatever  were  given  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  or 
the  person  who  succeeded  him  in  the  office  of  foreign  se- 
cretary, to  our  minister  at  Madrid,  on  the  subjects  in  dispute 
betwixt  the  two  countries.  If  no  such  instructions  were 
given,  it  w.is  fit  that  this  should  be  stated  to  the  house.  If, 
on  the  otlicr  hand,  instructions  were  given,  it  was  proper  that 
the  house  should  be  in  possession  of  them,  to  enable  them  to 
form  a  fair  judgment  of  the  whole  of  this  very  extraordinary 
r.cgotiation.  On  a  former  day  he  had  moved  for  a  copy  of 
all  information  rccei\cd  of  the  passage  of  French  troops 
thrcu;;h  the  Spaniih  territories,  referred  to  in  Mr.  Frerc's  dis- 
patch of  the  9th  of  September.  It  was  quite  clear,  that  in 
consequcnc:  of  the  remonstrances  of  our  minister,  the  future 
passage  of  French  troops  through  Spain  was  prevented ;  but 
while  this  was  admktcd,  it  was  equally  evident  that  some  ex- 
planations took  place  on  the  subject.  Now,  it  was  very  im- 
portant for  the  house  to  know  what  these  explanations  were  % 
but  the  liouse  had  hitherto  no  informatioil  on  the  subject. 
The  existence  of  tlicse  explanations  was  indeed  sufliciently 
evident,  from  references  in  the  dispatches  of  the  24th  of  No- 
vember; but  the  house  knew  not  in  what  spirit  they  were 
couched,  or  to  what  extent  they  proceeded.  Respecting  the 
convention  alluded  to  in  the  correspondence,  he  was  now  con- 
vinced, that  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had ,  stated  was  correct — that  such  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  government  of  Spain  and  the  government  of  this 
country  had  no  existence.  But  it  was  quite  as  manifest  that 
the  Spanish  goveriiment  did^  in  consequence  of  what  had, 

taken 
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taken  phce  in  various  conferences  with  our  minister,  suppose 
that  their  neutrality  was  to  depend  on  certain  understood  con- 
ditions. In  various  parts  of  the  correspondence  it  appeared 
that  ministers  had  made  various  demands  for  a  copy  of  the 
treaty,  by  which  Spain  was  to  furnish  subsidiary  resources  to 
France,  He  wished  to  be  informed  whether  ministers  were 
ever  in  possession  of  an  official  copy  of  this  document.  The 
knowledge  of  this  fact  was  highly  interesting,  because  it 
would  be  possible  to  form  an  estimate,  whether  the  terms  of 
it  diflfered  widely  from  those  terms  on  which,  in  the  first  in-  • 
stance,  our  forbeafance  was  founded ;  whether  it  was  mate- 
rially contrary  to  the  principles  on  which  there  was  a  chance 
of  the  preservation  of  Spanish  neutrality;  or  whether  Spain, 
at  the  rime  the  rupture  took  place,  had  shewn  any  disposition 
to  aker  her  conduct  in  any  way  likely  to  affect  the  interests 
of  this  country.  It  was  not  attempted  to  be  denied,  in  the 
papers  already  on  the  table,  that  very  important  conferences 
hid  taken  place  betwixt  the  Spanish  ambassador  here  and  the 
secretary  for  the  foreign  department.  The  Chevalier  d*An- 
duaga  alluded  to  the  conferences  in  various  parts  of  his  dis- 
patches. It  was  fair  to  presume,  not  only  that  these  confe- 
rences were  highly  interesting,  but  it  was  not  at  all  unlikely 
that  the  principal  part  of  the  discussion  that  took  place  was 
committed  to  writing.  The  Spanish  ambassador  spoke  in 
his  dispatches  of  explanations  which  these  conferences  pro- 
duced, and  it  would  surely  be  very  strange  indeed,  if  the  se- 
cretary for  the  foreign  department  never  communicated  any 
part  of  th^  discussions  to  our  minister  at  Madrid,  as  affording 
him  a  rule  for  the  regulation  of  his  condiict  in  the  course  of 
the  various  discussions  which  took  place  on  all  the  points  in 
dispute.  From  the  Chevalier  d'Anduaga's  dispatches  of  the 
3d<)f  August,  it  was  quite  imdeniable  that  the  conferences  of 
the  29th  and  3CDth  of  August  involved  matters  of  the  highest 
consequence;  In  the  whole  of  that  dispatch  it  was  plain  that 
his  excellency  viewed  them  in  that  light,  and  it  was  not  less 
obvious,  that  in  a  similar  light  he  had  represented  them  to  his- 
coort.  If  he  attached  so  much  consequence  to  them,  v;is  it 
presuming  too  much  to  suppose  that  they  must  have  been  at 
least  equally  interesting  to  our  minister  at  Madrid  ?  It  was 
next  to  an  impossibility  that  he  should  have  been  left  alto- 
gether ignorant  of  their  principal  importance ;  btit  not  a  word 
of  what  had  taken  place  betwixt  Lord  Hawkesbury,  his  suc- 
ccfsor,  and  the  Spanish  ambassador,  appeared  in  the  papers 
already  on  the  table.    The  house,  however,  ought  not  to  be 
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kept  in  the  dark,  respecting  any  part  of  so  interesting  a  bmsi* 
hcss;  an4  he  certainly  did  think,  that  if  any  documents  con« 
nected  with  these  conferences  were  in  existence,  they  ought 
to  be  produced.  He  should  therefore  feel  it  hisduty  to  move 
for  the  production  of  aU  the  notes  which  might  hare  been 
presented  at  those  diQ^rent  conferences  to  which  the  Spanish 
ambassador  refers  in  various  parts  of  his  dispatches,  and  or 
.which  he  appears  to  ^ay  peculiar  stress,  as  if  in  these  the 
terms  of  the  Spanish  neutrality  had  been  in  a  great  measure 
adjusted.  He  next  yrished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  two  notes  of  the  Spanish  minister  on  the  4th  and  the 
nth  of  November,  in  which  he  gives  an  official  explanation 
of  the  state  of  the  Spanish  armaments.  It  was  important  foff 
^he  house  then  to  know  what  war  the  inlbrmation  on  which 
ministers  proceeded  when  the  ordezs^for  the  detention  of  the 
Spanish  frigates  were  issued.  It  was  material  to  compare  the 
intelligence  receh'ed  from  our  naval  officers  abroad,  with  the 
solemn  assurances  and  explanations  given  by  the  Spanish  am«> 
l;)assador  resident  at  our  court.  1 LH  this  information  was  be- 
fore the  house,  it  was  unpossible  to  determine  how  far  these 
orders  were^  or  were  not  called  for  by  the  actual  state  of 
things.  If  ministers  had  any  such  ialbnnatton,  the  house 
had  a  ri^t  to  demand  it.  If  ministers  had  no  such  infonna<» 
tion,  it  was  not  at  all  doubtful  what  opinion  ought  to  be  enter* 
tained  of  them  for  issuing  the  orders.  The  hon.  member 
;also  expressed  a  desire  to  have  all  letters  or  dispatches  fironv 
February  to  May  1804,  produced.  It  was  fair  to  presume 
that  letters  of  anr  important  kind  were  written  during  that  in* 
•terval.  In  the  letter  of  the  1st  of  May,  a  letter  of  the  i8tk 
of  February  is  referred  to,  and  he  wished  to  have  that  letter 
produced,  as  affording  some  explanation  of  the  manner  in- 
which  any  expectation  of  the  continuance  of  Spanish  neu^ 
traiity  could  be  preserved.  He  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
throw  out  these  observations,,  not  with  the  view  of  embarras* 
sing  government^  but  solely  with  the  object  of  coming  witk 
full  infonnation  to  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  he  could 
not  help  considering  one  of  the  most  momentous  which  ever: 
was  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Cohimons^ 
As  to  deficiencies  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  he  should^ 
at  present,  say  nothing,  till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing, 
whether  the  papers  he  had  moved  for  were  satisfaaorily  pvo^ 
duced. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exclnqtier  thought  that  after  all  the- 
papers  in  preparation  were  laid  on  the  ttiblc>.  they  would  aflS^rd 

aAdl 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


a  full  and  satisfactory  answer  to  all  the  questions  ccaiaiiied  in 
the  motions  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had,  on  a  former  cby, 
submitted  to  the  hou^e.  "With  respect  to  m^ny  of  the  dt^ 
cussions  which  took  place  at  the  conferences  alluded  to  in  tlie 
dispatches,  he  believed  that  no  memorial  had  been  preserved* 
Where  notes  had  been  given  in  on  thfe  subject,  they  were  un- 
signed, and,  probably,  in  many  instances  unauthorized,  and  ' 
therefore  they  could  not  be  considered  as  documents  on  which 
the  house  could  form  an  opinion.  As  to  the  interval  in  the 
correspondence,  on  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  animad- 
verted, he  bad  no  wish  at  present  to  enter  into  any  argumeht.r 
"When  the  time  for  discussion  came,  he  had  so  doubt  of  be- 
ing abk  to  shew  that  no  possible  blame  attached  to  ministers 
from  the  suspension  of  the  correspondence  betwixt  the  two 
countries.  It  was  only  necessary  now  for  him  to  say,  that 
after  the  most  4iligent  search,  no  other  correspondence  than 
that  aheady  produced,  or  in  a  state  of  preparation,  had  been 
discovered  during  the  period  alluded  to,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Spamsh  treaty  with  France.  The  papers  on  the  table  con- 
tained all  the  information  which  could  be  produced.  It  was 
not  denied  that  ministers  were  aware  of  the  existence  of  the 
treaty,  but  it  was  proper  to^tat^  unequivocally,  that  they  had 
not  been  aUe  to  procure  intelligence  respecting  its  details,  and 
that  the  papers  before  the  house  embraced  all  their  know- 
ledge on  the  subject.  They  never  had  been  in  possession  of 
any  final  or  official  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
treaty. 

Ar.  Fffx  strongly  contended,  for  the  importance  of  having 
such  explanations  as  took  place  at  different  conferences  alhuled 
to  in  the  dispatches  laid  before  the  house.  The  explanatiops 
contained  ki  the  conferences  of  the  pth  and  30th  of  March 
smst,  from  the  language  of  the  letter  of  the  ist  of  May,  have- 
been  highly  interesting,  and  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be  pro- 
duced. The  right  hon.  gendeman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  indeed 
stated,  that  mere  notes,  presented  by  an  ambassador,  perhapsr 
merely  ofiering  a  private  opinion,  and  not  authorized  by  his 
court,  could  not  aSbrd  any  information  to  the  housi;.  He^ 
&r  his  part,  begged  leave  to  argue  that  this  was  not  a  fair  vie^'^ 
of  the  subject.  It  was  not  possible  to  conceive  frcm  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Spanish  ambas^^ador,  when  alluding  to  expluna- 
lions  which  had  takea place  at  conferences,  that  he  delivered 
in  unauthorized  notes.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  quite  evident 
that  he  alluded  to  ^luthorized  explanations,  in  is^hich  he  laid 
down  the  principles  spd  views  of  his  court.  It  was  impossi- 
ble 
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ble  to  t)elievc  that  the  notes  which  passed  on  such  occasion^ 
t^ere  uninteresting.  The  presumption  was  certainly  directly 
the  reverse,  and  the  house  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
exercising  their  judgment  on  the  subject-  ^  He  was  therefore 
anxious  for  the  production  of  all  such  explanations  as  would 
tend  to  thi'ow  light  on  this  most  interesting  subject.  Thert 
was  in  the  perusal  of  the  papers  a  circumstance  which  puzzled 
him  considerably,  and  which  required  a  good  deal  of  expla- 
nation. Our  minister,  Mi*.  Frefe,  in  a  letter  of  the  1 2th  of 
November,  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  some  discussions 
with  the  Prince  of  Peace,  he  should  demand  a  conference. 
Now  It  was  a  matter  of  sortie  consequence  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther ever  this  conference  took  place,  and  if  it  did  take  place, 
what  was  the  result  of  it,  or  what  explanation  it  produced. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  it  should  not  hav6  been  de- 
manded after  Mr.  Frcre,  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  for  the 
foreign  department,  had  expressed  an  opinion  of  its  expe- 
diency. But  the  house  had  not  a  tittle  of  information  on  the 
subject.  He  wished  to  have  this  deficiency,  with  those  point- 
ed out  by  his  hon.  friend,  fully  supplied,  previous  to  entering 
on  the  general  question. 

Mr.  Grey  argued,  that  the  notes  given  in  by  the  jSpanish 
ambassador  at  the  conference  alluded  to,  were,  if  not  official, 
at  least  important  documents.  They  were  representations  of 
the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  in 
that  light  were  highly  requisite  to  guide  the  judgment  of  the 
house.  That  they  were  merely  minutes  and  not  signed  in  the 
usual  diplomatic  style,  was  a  matter  of  no  consideration. 
Their  spirit  was  ilot  on  account  of  their  form  at  all  affected. 
He  should,  therefore,  the  next  day,  move  for  copies  of  the 
notes  delivered,  and  of  explanations  which  took  place  at  those 
conferences  to  which  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  his  letters 
alluded.     In  the  mean  time  the  discussion  terminated. 

.^^  BUDGET. 

Tlic  Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  hc^ 
would,  that  day  fortnight,  bring  forward  tiie  ways  and  means 
for  the  public  service. 

He  "put  off  his  motion  respecting  the  loyalty  loan  to  Wed- 
nesday. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Secretary  ot  Wary  the  house  re- 
solved Itself  into  a  committee,  to  which  were  referred  the 
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estimates  for  the  army  and  the  barrack  department.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,  in  opening  the  business  to  the  com-i 
mittee,  stated  that  he  should  regulate  himself  by  the  plan 
pursued  by  his  predecessors  in  office,  and  shortly  explain  the 
amount  and  expehditure  of  our  military  establishment.  To 
prevent  the  necessity  of  minute  details,  he  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  describe  briefly  in  what  respects  our  establishment 
was  to  differ  from  the  establishment  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  first  division  of  the  subject,  as  usual,  referred  to  the 
guards  and  garrisons.  In  the  esfimates  on  the  table,  the 
■  charge  for  this  department  was  fom*  million  nine  hundred 
and  forty-five  thousand  pounds.  He  was  happy,  however,  to 
inform  the  committee  that  there  would  be  a  considerable  de- 
crease below  the  estimate.  In  the  charge  for  the  cavalry,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  recent  alterations  in  Ihe  formation  of  troops, 
there  would  be  a  decrease  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  and 
six  thousand  pounds.  According  to  the  original  plan  of  the 
army  of  reserve  bill,  there  were  fifty  thousand  men  to  be 
raised  by  the  measure.  Sixteen  battalions  were  appointed  for 
the  reception  of  that  proportion  of  recruits  who  were  either 
too  old  or  too  young  to  be  incorporated  with  the  other  levies. 
Since  that  time  the  number  of  this  description  of  recruits 
was  beyme  so  inconsiderable,  that  it  was  now  proposed  to 
reduce^&e  number  of  battalions  to  three.  By  this  means  the 
house  would  perceive  that  a  very  material  saving  would  accrue 
to  the  public  firom  the  dimimitiori  of  the  pay  of  officprs  of 
every  description  and  rank.  The  whole  of  the  saving  arising 
fit}m  the  two  sources  he  had  mentioned,  and  fi*om  some  re- 
gulations connected  with  the  militia,  would  be  considerably 
at>ove  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds,  so  that  in- 
stead 6f  four  million  nrne  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand 
pounds,  the  amount  of  the  charge  would  be  only  four  million 
six  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  pounds.  The  next  ar- 
ticle was  the  diarge  on  the  forces  in  the  plantations.  The 
amount  of  this  charge  was  one  million  four  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  pounds.  On  the  establishment  of  the 
volunteers  thereVould  be  a  considerable  decrease  of  expen- 
diture ;  and  though  the  charge  for  the  militia  was  by  the  esti- 
mate two  millions  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand 
pounds,  the  actual  amount  would  be  less.by  upwards  of  four 
handrcd  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  for  the  year.-— 
There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  article  of  foreign 
corps :  the  German  legion  had  been  augmented  from  five  to 
nearly  ten  thousand.    The  barrack  department  was  one  mil* 
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lion  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  ppunds.  This, 
'  he  admitted,  was  a  \  cry  heavy  charge,  but  it  arose  out  of  the 
fiirctttn^tances  xp  \vhich  the  country  was  placed.  The  necesr 
sity  of  keeping, $o  large  a  proportion  of  our  troops  in  huts 
pnd  barracks  near  the  coast  during  the  winter  months,  aq* 
counted  for  its  magnitude.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  having 
adverted  to  the  principal  charges,  concluded  with  moving — 

That  one  hundred  and  tlyrry-five  thousand  men  be  em^. 
ployed  for  guards  and  garrisons  fop  Great  Britain  and  Irelandj^ 
and  the  i$Iands^  in  the  channel. — Agreed  to. 

That  four  million  six  hundred  and  thirty*five  thousan4 
pounds  be  granted  for  their  pay  and  clothing. — Agreed  to. 

That  one  million  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
pounds  be  granted  for  the  support  of  the  forces  in  the  plan- 
tations, including  Glihraltar,  Ceylon,  and  New  South  Wales^ 
Agreed  tp. 

That  twenty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  pounds 
be  granted  for  the  pay,  &c.  of  certain  troops  of  dragoons 
and  certaii;  infantry  employed  in  recruiting  for  the  East  Indies, 

Mr,  Francis  remarked  that,  by  the  estimates,  there  was  a 
charge  for  twenty  thousand  troops  in  India.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  these  were  Europeans  independent,  of  the 
troops  of  the  company.  He  was  desirous  also  of  knowing 
whether  the  regiment;  composing  this  aggregate  number  wer^ 
nearly  complete. 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied,  that  the  troops  vere  indcr 
pendent  of  the  company's  forces:  and  tfiat  as  far  as  he  could 
understand,  the  numbers  of  the  regiments  were  nearly  coxn^ 
pkte. 

Mr,  Francis  contended,  that  the  number  of  Europeax) 
troops  in  India  could  not  be  much  above  eight  or  nine 
thousand. 

The  Secretary  at  Waf  declared,  that  though  he  could  not 
precisely  state  their  number,  he  was  sure  they  were  far  aboT9 
wliat  the  hon.  gentleman  had  represented. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

The  next  motion  was  for  288,000!.  for  the  general  and 
staff  officers'  pay. 

On  this  being  put  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  Calcraft  rose  to  make  a  few  observations.  He  argued 
that,  if  the  circumstances  of  the  country  made  it  necessary  tQ 
keep  up  a  large  military  establishment,  it  was  equally  requisite 
to  see  that  it  was  kept  up  with  all  possible  regard  to  economy. 
The  sura  proposed  to  be  voted  for  the  staff  department  aps- 
'     *  pearci 
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Reared  to  him  enormous.  If  he  was  not  mistaken  in  some 
documents  to  which  he  h^  referred,  there  was  this  year  an 
excess  above  last  year  in  this  department  only  of  nearly 
tjOjOooL  It  was  important  to  examine  die  grounds  of  this 
increase,  and  he  had  no  difficnlty  in  sayings  that  it  proceeded 
from  the  excessive  increase  of  general  officers.  It  was  a 
striking  lact  that  there  were  now  in  England  alone,  136  ge- 
neral officers,  while  there  were  in  Scotland  17,  and  in  Ire- 
hod  tio  less  than  57,  making  a  total  of  210  geifieral  officers, 
cxclo^ve  of  those  in  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  'i  his  was  an  un- 
paraDeled  and  surety  an  unnecessary  augmentation.  He  could 
not  help  also  thinlong  that  the  volunteer  establishment  had 
been  loaded  with  mndi  unnecessary  expence  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  general  officers  to  instruct  them  in  discipline.  The  ^ 
ri^  hon.  gentleman,  it  appeared  to  him,  had  passed  over 
tius  bosiness  much  too  slightly  considering  its  importance. 

The  Secretary  at  ffiar  vindicated  himself  from  the  cham 
of  shewmg  too  little  attention  to  the  subject  of  gener^d  offi- 
cers. He  had  contented  himself  in  the  first  instance  with 
mcrdy  stating  the  charges  generally,  but  he  was  ready  to  at^ 
tend  to  such  objections  as  gentlemen  stated,  and  to  answer 
them  in  the  best  way  he  was  able.  He  thought,  however^ 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not  de^dt  fiurly  with  him  on  the 
present  occasion.  When  the  hon.  gentleman  had,  from  his 
good  nature^  procured  the  printhig  of  the  estimates,  con* 
trary  to  all  precedent,  it  was  rather  more  than  could  havi^ 
been  expected,  to  hear  him  turning  his  own  documents 
against  himself.  The  fact  was,  however,  that  the  hon.  gen^ 
tieman  was  mistaken  in  his  statement }  the  increase  hi  the 
staff  department  was  not  a  hundred  and  thirty,  but  fifty-seven 
thousand  pounds.  It  was  true  the  amount  of  the  charge  was 
unpanDeled,  but  so  was  the  amount  of  our  force.  Never, 
at  any  period,  had  we  any  occasion  for  having  six  or  seven 
hnndired  thousand  men  in  arms. 

Mr,  Kintuari  congratulated  the  house  on  their  having  a 
secretary  at  war  possessing  the  quality  of  good-nature  in  so 
cnnneiit  a  degree,  together  with  another  quaRtp  which  he 
diodd  not  then  denominate,  in  claiming  merit  r<x  his  good* 
nature  with  the  house.  He  could  not  avoid  adverting  to  one 
branch  of  the  service  which  had  been  particuhriy  noticed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman)  as  having  derived  essential  bene& 
from  die  augmentation  of  the  staff  expenditure^  via.  the  vo-» 
hmteers;  though  he  should  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  that 
branch  of  our  military  establishment.    Ht  had  muck  doubt 

Vol,  I.  180J.  N  .  whether 
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iwhether  any  advantage  on  the  score  of  improveitlent  of  dis^ 
.ciplinc  resulted  to  the  volunteers  from  the  appointment  t£ 
brigadier-generals.  The  old  inspecting  officers  still  conti- 
nued, and  there /wa3  a. perpetual  jarring  betV^en  them  and 
the  brig^ier-gencrals,  which  would  one  day  or  other  be  pro- 
ductive of  xoni^iderable  mischief.  Brigadier-generals  might 
have  been  wisely  appointed  in  the  first  instance,  but  it  would 
be  very  unwise  to  continue  them^  when  they  could  be  no 
longer  serviceable- 

Mr.  Whithnad  was  of  opinion  thdt  any  increase  in  the 
staff  establishment,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the 
.volunteers  in  discipline,  by  the  appointment  of  brigadier-ge- 
nerals, was  wholly  unnecessary.  From  his  own  experience 
he  could  affirm,  that  no  advantage  ^^hatevci'  had  been  dcr 
rived  .from  such  appointments,  he  therefore  thought  it  im- 
prudent to  add  so  much  to  the  public  expenditure  unnccqs^ 
sarily. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated,  as  the  ground  of 
this  particular  arrangement,  that  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  it  might  have  been  necessary  to  collect  a  large  body 
t>f  troops  to  a  particular  point,  and  that  large  bodies  of  troops 
could  not  be  marched  on  such  service,  without  the  assistance 
of  brigadier-generals.  Whilst  there  was  such  a  case  t<5  be 
looked  to,  it  was  deemed  right  not  to  wait  for  their  appoint* 
ment  for  the  moment  when  their  services  would  be  necessary, 
but  to  make  the  appointments  some  time  before  the  occasion 
would  be*  likely  to  arrive.  As  tlie  defence  of  the  country 
would  ultimatdy  depend,  in  a  considerable  degree,  on  the 
efficiency  of  the  volunteers,  he  was  ?urc  the  house  would  not 
ftel  indisposed  to  agree  to  any  expenditure  that  was  to  be  di^- 
rected  to  that  obiect.  From  the  latest  returns  that  had  been 
received,  it  appeared,  that  tlie  voltmteera  amounted  to  more 
than  325,000  effective  men.  Of  that  number,  240,000  had 
been  inspected,  and  were  reported  by  the  proper  officers  ef- 
fective, and  fit  for  immediate  service.  About  40,000  only 
remained  yet  to  be  inspected.  After  such  a  representation, 
he  was  confident  the  house  would  not  consider  the  sum  of 
50,0001.  an  object,  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  great 
object  of  improving  the  discipline  of  that  very  rcqietfablc 
branch  of  our  defensive  force. 

Mr.  Whkkread  admitted,  that  the  srnn  was  not  very  ma- 
terial, but  it  remained  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  shew»^ 
that  such  an  expenditure  was  necessary,  or  that  it  contributed  ^ 
in  any  degree  to  prQi;no((.  the  discifdine  of  the  volunteers.    Ix) 
'-.-.•.•  his 
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hb  opiiuoii*  ^nlthout  meaning  to  dero^jsitefraititfae  chWattcr 
of  tike  officers  ssdDvded  to,  the  improvol.  discipline  of  the  vd« 
hmteers  wbs  not  at  allowing  to  those  generals.  '  Not  one  jot 
of  tkn  disicif^ine  W9S  he  disposed  to  atddbute  to  their  orders 
Qt  4Slll99gemexit«  Oathexpntraryy  it  seemed  rather  to  pro« 
ceed  from  the  activity  of  the  inspecting  officers,  who  were  oi 
ooiapfaieDt  to  forward  those  r^rns  vrhickiwere  alleged  as 
one  cause  for  the  new  appqintnifiBCSy  as  any  g)ei^;Berals  whatoveri 
On  thie  whole,  he  had  much  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  sock 
various  appointnieots  for  the  volunteers  as:ixlajor-rgenenAs$ 
brigadier-generals,  zad  inspecting  officers.  If  either,  of  theki 
could»  witn  all  its  appendages,  be  dispensed-.-with,  it*  would 
form  a  saving  of  expence  that  ought  immediately  to  he  at« 
'tended  tOb  For  the  purpose  of  volunteer  discipline,  here* 
peated  that  those  general  officers  were  unnecessary,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  returns,  the  iiispecting  officers  would-  fully 
aaswec  The  original  appointment  of  such  a  number  of  ge- 
nerals arose,  he  was  aware,  from  a  blunder  committed  in  the 
very  outset  of  the  volunteer  'system.  From  this  blunder,  a 
coniRision  was  likely  to  arise  in  case  the  volunteers  were  called 
into  action,  upon  the  score  of  rank  among  the  volunteer  offi-* 
cers,  and  also  in  consequence  of  the  incapacity  of  those  o& 
ficers  to  direct  the  operation  of  .a  body  of  troops.  To  guard 
against'  such  an  effect,  the  appointment  of  some  regular  ge- 
neral officers  to  command  the  volunteers,  but  not  by  any 
means  «ivi&  a  Bumbeor  as  appeared  in  the  estimate  on  the  table^ 
became  advisable.  The  expence  incurred  by  this  increased 
ouxnber,  he  admitted  was  small,  if  the  puipose  for  which  the 
increase  took  place  was  great|  but  for  such  purposes  as  those 
described  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  it  was  much  more 
than  ought  to  arise.  Upon  this  subject  he  thought  that  ex- 
planation more  satisfactory  ought  to  be  given  than  the  house 
had  yet  hejffd. 

Afr.  Calcrafi  compared  the  estimate  of  last  year  with  that 
now  under  considerati^O^  .and  asserted  .that  his  original  state- 
ment was  correct  \  that  In  the  sum  proposed  to  be  v/fted» 
there  was  ai|  increase  beyond  the  vote  <if  last  year  of  134,000!. 
He  referred  to  the  two  estimates  for  the  proof  of  thu  differ- 
ence, Botwithstandibag  ^^  fsp^ve  josertion  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  at  war- 
The  mouaa  w^^  ^groed  lo.  . 

The  Secrttaxj  j^t  War  then  moved,  that  the  sum  o£ 
7fij6joooL  should  be  yoted  for  nbe  pay,*  &c.  of  the  embo- 
dkd  mHixu  <^  Great  Britain  and  belandi  for  the  presoit  year. 

N  i  Mr. 
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iir.  CaktufivMf  dnt  althoiq^.therl|^t  hotu  gendetnan 
had  stated,  in  bis  opening,  thatitwas  intended  to  redtwetke 
militia,  yet  the  vole  proposed  was  for  the  provision  of  the 
present  estabiishnient^  -  He. wished,  therefore,  to  kiio#%he^ 
ther  any  reduction  of  the  militia  was  intended  mmMa^A^^ 
to  take  place  ? 
..The  Cbaneellor  rf  the  Exch§quir  took  this  opportwkf  of 
stating,  that  it  was  in  the  contemfdation  of  his  majest/s  ^ 
yemment  to  bring  ibrward  without  delay  a  plan  for  laOtt 
speedily  transferring  to  the  legukr  arni]^  a  certain  proMfttM 
of  the  roiUtia^  The  various  reascms  which  rendered  this  mea* 
sure  advisable  would  be  stated  when  it -should  be  submitted  to 
the  con^deration  of  the  house ;  but  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
thought  tb!it  the  known  disposition  of  the  men  to  enter  into 
the  regular  army  particularly  recommended  its  adoption,  inde- 
pendently oiF  the  policy  which  obviously  suggested  itself,  of 
bringing  down  the  militia  with  all  convenient  e:qpeditfon,  to 
the  standard  at  which,  according  to  the  act  of  last  session,  it 
was  in  future  to  be  fixed* 

.  Mr.^  Johnstone  observed,  that  whether  the  proportion  of 
the  miUtia  alluded  to,  should  remain  attached  to  that  body 
or  be  transferred  tp  the  vepalSaee  army,  an  additional  aliowaiice 
it  seemed  would  he  fieccgsary. 

The  ChuntiUcr  rfthe  Excb$qtar  jssmarked,  that  in  the  vote 
ferthe  r^ulararmy,  tbeTcgimentsw^re  placed  so  high,  that 
evea  should  the  pA:^>osed  transfer  of  the  militia  immediately 
take  place^  their  estaWishments  wou|d  still  be  incomplete. 
Therefore  there  would  be  no  iiece$sity  for  any  additional  al<I 
|owance  such  ais  the  hon.  gentleman  refinrred  to. 
:    Tiie  motion  was  agiseed  to;  as  were  the  fdUowingi 

^5»^2l.  for  militia  contingcnei^ 
:    l9l,793L  for  ditto  fiir  clothing. 

34,469!.  109  full  pay  to  supecnumerary  officers. 

191,839.  for  officers,  ^. 
•    4^616991  |c$  allowance  to  innkeepers  for  suhsistcpce  of  90^ 
dicrs,  &<i« 

.    1 75,6x3}.'  fef  half  ps(y. and  military  fdlowanc^. 
56,565!  for  ditto  ia  militia  officers. 
50,000!.  for  hatif  pay  to  reduced  dfficerf  of  the  regulars. 
i,oool.  for  officers  of  the  Scotch  brigade. 

249,3971.  for  the  in  and  out  pensioners  of  Chelsea  and  Kil* 
piSlinhaErn  hospitals..     •  . 

*'  "^  «>>«37!*  >or  pensionf  ^o  the  widows  of  offitqers,  &c.    • 
.    Sj  1,3501.  for  ibfeijip  com.  ^ 
.      -  •      'T  •  20,5221. 
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*  MiS^al^-lbrliospkalexpeDccsferlrdaiid* 

13*3  l^L  f€Rr  royal  milit^Mry  coUqge* 

23941  &L  for  rpyal  nyUtary  asylum* 

i,782,i28L  for  the  barrack  dqpartmefit  of  Great  BrituQ 
ndlidand. 

Upon  the  pro|>wtian  for  aUowaiKe  to  inakeepera.  beiag 
sobautte^f 

ilir.  fuUi9*  took  ocfcaaion  to  remark  on  the  extraordiaary 
cxpence  to  whkh tkecoiittiy  he  had  the  hcyKmr  to  represent^ 
and  the  ^othcr  counties  on  the  c6a3t,  vere  sutgectt  by  d&e  coiw 
Tcyance  of  troops,  their  baggage,  &c«  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tfeman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  obsenred,  that  ^lo-  idsa  than-  80,000 
BCB  had  beea  for  some  time  back  stationed  on  .the  coast* 
Tlbic  espence  of  carriage,  &q.  in  forwarding  these  troops 
vas  paiid  by  government,  bntback  carriage  feliupian  the 
counties*  This  had  produced  so  severe  a^^rievance.tbat  the 
hon*  tteaiber  stated  it  to  be  the  subject  of  general  complaint. 
The  local  taxes  were  become  extremely  oppressive — ^no  less 
than  one-fourth  of  the  poor's  rate,  which  too  many  other 
causes  had  contributed  to*  increase,  had  for  the  last  nine  or 
pSKi  jtaM  been  expended  in  tbe  way  he  described*  This  was 
an  ml  which-  he  trusted  some  means  would  be  taken  to  re^ 
medy.  He  hoped  that,  in  bringing  forward  the  army  extra-* 
onlinaries,  the  right  hon.  gpmeman  (the  Secretary  at:War) 
would  propose  something  as  a  reimbursement  to  those  xoun* 
ties  for  wiiat  diey  had  already  spent,  and  as  an  indemnity  for 
tiiefiiture>  The  hou0e  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  adcnowlcdge 
the  justice  of  such  a  pr(q;ositibn«  The  c^veyaixce  of  troope 
far  the  national  defence  was  a  national  concern,  and  noundu^ 
proportion  of'ttxt  expence  attendmg  such  conveyance  should 
be  suficred  to  fall  up(m  particular  counties. 

The  Secretary  mi  War  replied  that  if  the  hon.  member 
would  confer  with  him  in.  private  upon  the  subject  he  alluded 
to,  he  rimuld  be  happy  to  pay  him  every  attention  in  his 
power,  and  if  the  proposition  he  recommended  should  be 
found  advisable,  ^  to  promote  its  adoption.  If,  Jiowever^  the 
conversation  should  produce  in  his  mind  a  contrary  inspres** 
sion,  it  woukl  still  be  open  to  tiie  hon.  member  to  bring  for- 
inrd  a  motion  pn  the  subject  himself 

Upon  the  vote  for  the  barracks  being  proposed,. 

Mr.  Kinneird^  advoting  to  the  temporary  barracks  erected 
on  the  coast,  stated,  that  he  understood  them  (o  be  Tery  unfit 
for  the  residence  of  the  troops.  He  therefore  widied  to 
know  whether  it  was  meant  to  coBtinue.tfae.uie  of  those  bar- 
'  racks 
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racks — whether  among  Jthe  provisions  for  barracks  those  were 
included?^  If  so,  he  should  certainly  object  to  them;  and  if 
no  specific  account  of  the  expence  of  those  barracks  was  be- 
fcrt'  the  house,'  be  should  move  for  it . 

The  Secretary  at  JPiir  said  that  the  barracks  alluded  lo  were 
constructed  for  the- accommodation  ofdl^  trpops,  because 
from  circumstances  no  better  could  be  provided.  It  was  ad- 
irisaUe  that  th^  tro^  sh<kdd  'rSniiki^  W  the  coast  during 
winter,  and  from  June  till  November  there  was  not  tiitle 
soflkient'for  the  buikihig  any  other  than  those  tem^nuy 
bcifraeks.  ^  **----  -. 

Mr.  Kinnatrd  expressed  his  sorrow  for  the  expence  incur* 
r^  in  the  eoasMc^oh  of  such  bari^cks}  but  that  expence 
was  by  nt>  mean^' so  muck  the  object  of  his  consideration  as 
the  danger  likely  to  result  to  the  soldiery  Irom  a  residence  ia 
such  places/  If  these  b^rrack^  were  not  to  continue  any 
longer  in  use,  he  .would  not  so  much  complain;  but  if  this 
contrary  was  imeoddd,  he  should  cotainly  object  to  it. 

ORDNANCE. 

Mr.  JV.  P^k  rose  to  move  the  ordnance  estimates..  Th4 
vote  he  had  to  submit,  the  hon.  gentleman  observed,  would 
exceed  that  of  the  last  year  by  about  119,0001.  but  this  dif- 
ference, he  flattered  fain]9elf>  the  house  v^uld  feel  to  be  fuUy 
accounted  for  in  the  increase  that  had  takm  place  in  every  do« 
partment  of  the  ordnance,  in  the  advani:e  of  the  severd  ar- 
ticles used  in  each  department.  The  hoa.  gentleman,  after  ex* 
pressing  his  readiness  to  afford  ever)F.  e3q[>l^ation  in  }iis  power 
npon  each  item,  moved  the  following  piopositions,  which 
were  agreed  to^ 

3,163,4161.  for  ordnance yfor  the  land  service;  for  Great  Bri-. 
iaiii^  fat  the  present 'year.     1      '    . 

190,3441.  for  services  performed  in  the  office  of  ordnance. 
.   593,2341.  for  service  of  the  office  of  or4nance  unprovided 
for  in  11^04. 

^  <i39tj23ol.  to  replace  .sums  advanced  by  the  Irish  excheque^^ 
for  the  use  of  the  ordnance  in  Ireland. .  ' 
"  47?>7^9^*  ^^^  ^^  ordnance  service  in  Ireland. 

Tlie  house  resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  the  next,  day,  and  the  committee  tp  sit  ^in  on  Friday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  laid  on  the  table  some 
additional  papen  r^pecting  the  negotiation  with  Spain.* — ^ 
Adjourned- 

•  See  the  Spakus  pArtai,  Part  UI. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE    OFLORDg. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5. 

Th«  malt  duty  bill  went  through  a  conimtttee,  and  waa  re*- 
poitcd* 

The  pension  duty  bill  went  throueh  a  committee,  received 
avcrbal  amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  next.day; 

Earl  Camden  presented  an  account  of  the  military  force  tif 
the  country  at  home  and  abroad  on  the  ist  of  Jan.  1805'. 

SPANISH  PAPERS. 

Earl  Spencer  said,  that  in  the  absence  of  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  Grenville),  who^  he  was  sorry  to  say,  was  so  much  in** 
disposed  as  to  be  unable  to  attend  the  house,  it  fell  to  his  lot 
to  put  the  motions  of  which  the  noble  lord  had  given  notice^ 
and  the  tendency  and  nature  of  which  he  had  the  preceding 
day  explained.  The  first,  of  these  was  for  the  production  of 
the  result  forwarded  to  government  by  Mr.  Frere,  of  the  in- 
formation which  he  intimates  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  March» 
1804,  it  was  his  intention  ts>  take  the  first  opportimity  of  re- 
quiring from  M.  Cevallos,  relative  to  the  treaty  betweea 
'  France  and  Spain,  on  finding  that  the  Prince  of  Peace  did 
not  choose  to  give  him  any  information  on  that  subject^  but 
referred  him  to  M.  C^evallos. 

After  some  explanation  between  Lords  Mulgrave  and 
Damley, 

Lord  Mulgrave  stated  th^t,  after  every  inquiry  which  it 
was  in  his  power  to  make,  and  after  perusing  all  the  papers 
on  the  subject  which  were  to  be  found  in  the  foreign  office, 
he  could  only  say,  that  the  existence  of  any  such  communi- 
cation as  that  alluded  to  was  altogether  unknown  to  him; 
Bor  was  he  aware  that  government  had  ever  been  in  possession 
of  the  result  of  such  communication,  farther  than  was  to  be 
GoUected  from  an  allusion  to  Ihe  subject  in  No.  14  of  the  se« 
cond  volume  of  papers  before  the  house. 
*  On  this  assurance  the  motion  was  allowed  to  drop. 

The  second  motion  Mras  for  production  of  two  not^s  from 
M.  Cevallos  to  Mr.  Frere,  of  date  23d  and  24th  February, 
leferred  to  in  Don  d'Anduaga's  letter  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
of  30th  March,  1804. 

Lonf  Mulgrave  said  that  no  such  notes  existed,  if  they 
could  not»  a^  he  believed  they  did,  be  supppsed  to  apply  to 
two  notes  of  date  23d  and  24th  January,  mt  former  ot  which 
was  among  the  papers  on  the  table,  aud  the  latter  had  not 

been 
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been  produced  merdy  because  U  mtirtfy  rq^arded  another 
sttbjectt  the  island  of  Tcneriffc)  noC  now  in  question. 

This  explanation  bein^  deemed  satisfactorji  this  motion 
was  also  withdrawn* 

Several  other  motions  foUowedt  for  production  of  answers 
by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  letters  n*om  Don  d'Anduaga, 
of  9th  and  3othBlarch,  ist  May,  a3d  December^  1804; — 
to  2dl  of  which  it  being  answered  that  no  such  papers  existed, 
or  in  the  nature  of  the  communication  were  to  be  expected, 
the  motions  were  withdrawn. 

The  next  motion  was  for  the  production  of  an  account  or 
minute  of  the  communications  and  explanations  made  by  Don 
d^Anduaga  to  Lord  Harrowby,  as  to  the  preparations  making 
at  Ferrol,  which  the  former  of  those  gentlemen  represents  in 
his  letteti  as  being  such  as  either  were  or  ought  to  have  been 
satisfactory  on  that  head.  -  - 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

«The  last  motion  was,  for  production  of  the  instructions 
•ent  by  this  government  to  Mn  Frcre  at  Madrid,  authorizing 
his  declaration  to  the  Spanish  government,  that  if  the  con^ 
demnation  of  British  prizes  in  the  ports  of  Spain  was  not 
put  a  stop  to,  he  should  consider  the  refusd  as  a  termination 
to  his  mission  at  Madrid. 

Lard  Hawkaburv  said  that,  from  being  himself  in  the  fo- 
reign office  at  the  time,  he  thought  he  was  warranted  in  stating 
that  no  ins^ctions  of  that  kmd  h;id  ever  beep  sent  to  Mr. 
Frere,  farther  than  the  general  instructions  contained  io  the 
papers  on  the  table  of  the  house.  How  fer  Mr.  Frere  might 
have  thought  that  they  warranted  the  declaration  alluded  to, 
he  could  not  take  upon  him  to  say. 

Earl  Spencer  begged  it  to  be  tmderstood,  that  the  dcclara* 
tions  made  by  ministers  that  night,  as  to  thdr  belief  of  the 
non-existence  of  the  papers  called  for,  which  had  been  de- 
nied to  exist,  and  the  motions  for  production  of  which  had 
been  withdrawn,  should  be  afterwards  taken  as  evidence  that 
those  papers  did  not  exist. 

Earl  Carlisle  remarked  that,  from  what  he  could  under- 
stand, it  must  be  held  that  Mr.  Frere  had  added  another  t<» 
the  inVtructions  transmitted  to  him  by  government,  which 
should  be  deemed  sufficient  to  put  an  end  ^o  the  peace  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  that  he  had  thus,  ot  his  own 
accord,  and  without  any  instructions  to  that  cffi:cr>  involved 
Spain  and  this  country  in  war. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  replied  that  he  had  not  given,  vnor  meant 
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to  give  9nf  sack  opinion,  fae  had  otilf  conjactiired  that  snch. 

might  have  been  the  conclusions  drawn  by  Mr.  Frere  from' 

die  instmctions  he  had  received,  and  from  the  tenor  of  the 

treaty  between  the  two  countries,  by  which  It  was  declared, 

that  British  ships  should  'enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the  most 

favoured  nation.     How  far  Mr.  Frere,  if  he  had  judged  in 

tUs  manner,  bad  argued  logicafiy,  he  was  not  at  present 

called  on  or  entitled  to  judge. 

Lcrd  King  coald  not  imagine  that  the  words  of  the  instruc- 

\        tions,  which  he  read,  would  waxrant  any  man  in  drawing 

/        from  them  the  result  deduced  by  Mr:  Frere. 

J!aH  Damlej  said  that,  on  looking  back  to  the  answer  or 
cxpLttiation  given  to  the  fint  motion,  he  could  not  think' 
;        that  it  applied.    The  letter  in  which  Mr.  Frere  stated  his  in- 
tention or  applying  for  farther  explanation  is  dated  the  5th 
.         March,  and  the  letter  in  which  it  was  now  alleged  that  the^ 
I         result  of  that  information  mi^t  have  been  communicated, 
I         is  dated  die  3d  March,  being  two  days  preceding. 

Lpfd  H^wksAuj  explained^  by  saying-,  that  all  he  meanr 
I         was,  thdt  ministers  had  no  lat^  ^ommuDication  of  tbs  sub* 
ject. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

|TU£SnAT,  KB.  5.    '  ' 

The  Hon*  Mr.  Foley  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat,  as  mem-^ 
bcr  for  Droitwich,  in  the  room  of  Sir  £.  Winnington,  de-' 
ceased;  as  »lso  did  Lord  Proby,  as  one  of  the  representative 
of  the  town  of  Buckingham. 

Tlie  exchequer  bills'  bill  was  read  a  second  time^  and  com- 
mitted for  next  day. 

The  assessed  tax  commissioners  bill  was  passed  through  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houses  the  report  was  received,  and 
the  bifl  ordered  to  be  read  a  thirdtime  next  day. 

ARUT. 

Afr.  ElRoii  rose  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some  ex« 
planation  relative  to  an  itpm  in  one  of  the  returns  lately  laid 
before  thjc  house,  on  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr* 
Windham),  as  to  the  in^ease  of  the  regular  army.  In  the 
return  of  the  numbers  obtained  by  recruiting  on  die  general 
staff,  there  were  two  entries,  one  of  505,  and  another  of  396 
boys ;  and  he  wished  to  be  informed,  whether  the  latter  were 
iachided  in^he  fenneip  rct^fh.?      ^ 
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The  S^retary  at  JKar  jeplied^ .  tbsit  the  boy^s  wese  included 
in  the  firs^nulttbe^.  .    "       .   • 

/  J/r.  £///(?// then  inqiiiredi  why  tlie  letters  of  service  to  the 
recruiting  staff  had  not  heeh  laid  befurcthe  house ;  in  answer 
to  which,  the  Secretary  at  War  observed,  thatihe  held  in  his 
hand  a  copy  of  the  letters  of  service,  .which  nof  being  issued 
from  the  war  office,  he  could  not  refer  to  as  official,  but  from 
the  impression  which  he  felt  at  the  moment,  he  was^inclined 
to  beUeve  that,  as  the  letters  were  unusually  iong,  it  had  been 
tliought  better  to  lay  extracts  of  them  before  tho  house,  rather 
than  the  whole  at  length*.  However,  if  it  should  be  the  wish 
of  the  honourable  member,  that  thq  letters  should  be  produced 
entire,  he  was  not  himself  aware  of  any  objection  thereto. 

Mr.  Windham  agreed  yvith  hi$  honourable  friend,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  having  the  whole  of  the  letters  of  service  laid 
before  the  house. 

REPORT    OF  SUPPLY.     ' 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  rep<>rt  of  the  committee  of 
supjfdy.  The  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  without  any  obser- 
vation, .except  on  the  part  of  .the  Secretary  at  War,  who  ex- 
plained in  detail,  by  a  reference  to  the  estimates  of  last  year, 
the  diffirrence  between  them  and  the  amount  of  the  estimates 
of  the  present  year,  for  the  service  of  the  general  staff,  which 
he  had  stated  to  be  but  53,eool.,  and  an  honourable  member 
opposite  had  represented  as  139,000!.  The  right  honourable 
secretary  shewed,  that  the  difference  between  the  aggregate 
charge  for  the  staff  service  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  w,as 
l)ut  78,000!.,  and  that  the  increa^  on  the  estimate  for  Great 
Britain,  separately,  in  the  present  year,  did  not  exceed 
C3,oool.  at  which  he  had  rated  it  in  the  committee.  A  reduc* 
tion  of  i20;OooI.  was  also  made  in  the  estimate  for  the  bar^ 
raclc  department,  on  the  motion  of  the.Secretary  at  War* 

j:.  mutiny  bill. 

The  Secretary  at  War  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  jFbr 
punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  for  the  better  payment 
of  his  majesty's  forces  in  quarters. 

On  the  question  being  put, 
'  Mr,  Branch  having  missed  the  opportunity,  whilst  the  re- 
solutions of  the  committee  of  supply  were^  under  consideration^ 
took  the  present  occasion  of  applying  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  for  some  further  imbrmation  respectmg  the  military^ 
c:^'tabli$hment  in  India.  When  he  had  made  some  observa^ 
lions  in' the  committee  the  preceding  day,  with  respect  to  the 
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amount  of  the  European  force  now  in  InAia,  fie  was  not  aware* 
that  there  was  on  the'fable  a  pap^r  containing  the  last  return' 
of  the  amount  of  that  force.  By  this  document,  it  appeared ; 
Aat  there  was  only  a  cicfi^iency  of  five  thousand  in  the  Indian 
establishment,  including^  the  reinforcements  that  had  been  sent 
out  last.  But  he  perceived  also  in  this,  paper,  that  exclusive  of 
a  detachment  of  260  Furopean  artillery,  there  was  hi  the. 
island  of  Ceylon,  a  force  of  6464  men,  and  he  wished  to  be' 
ioformed  whether  this  force  was  composed  of  Britisli  or'^ 
native  troops. 

The  Secretary  at  /iF^r  atcjuainted  the  honourable  member 
that  3000  of  this  numbei*  were  native  troops ;  and  wished  him 
to  bc^  aware  of  one  distinction  \vlth  respect  to  the  military 
establishment  for  India.  The  vote  was  for  20,000  men ;  the 
return  contained  only  13,500  effective  of  rank  and  file,  whilst 
the  number  voted  inchided  the  -whole  establishment,  ofiicers, 
non-commissioned  oiEccrs,  and  i^rivates. .  '  ' 

TTie  Secretary  at  War  iilso,  in  reply*  td  a  question,  whether 
the  European  troops  ip  the  island  of  Ceylon  were  included  iii^ 
the  20,000  men  voted  for  India?  replied  in  the  affirmative. — - ' 
Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill.  * 

IRISH  LQAm.IN  ENGLAND. 
Lord  jfrchibald  Hamtltoriy  pursuant  to  his  notice  on  a  former 
day,  submitted  to  the  house  certain  mbtions  oh  the  subject  of 
the  financial  situation  of  Ireland^     As  he  understood  from^a 
commnnicatton  with  the  tight  honourable  gentleman  opposite  • 
(Mr.  Foster),  that  no  objection  would  be  made  to  the  produc-' 
tion  of  the  papers  fbt  xihtch  he  proposed  to  move,  it  woilld 
not  be  necessary  for  hitti  to  trespass  long*  on  the  attention -of 
the  house;  he  should  therefore  barely  state  to  the  house  thb' 
natore  of  the  motions  whidh  it  was  his  intention  to  propose ) 
first,  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  all  sums  that  had  been 
drawn  from  this  country,  by  way  of  loans,  for  the  payment 
of  the  army  in  Ireland ;  and  next,  for  ah  account  of  all  orders" 
from  the  lords  of  the  treasury  in  Ireland  on  that  subject.   Butj^ 
as  in  all  probability  he  shb\ild  feel  himself  hereafter  bound  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  that  subject,  he  trusted  he 
^ould  meet  with  their  indulgence  in  stating  briefly  his  own 
view  of  it.     The  hoiKC  w6ttld  recollect,  that>  in  consideration 
of  the  extraordinary  state  of  the  exchange  with  Irelan;!,  a 
committee  had  been  appointed  duHhg  last  session,  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  the  causes  that  had  produced  it.    Tlie 
COitmuttee  had  occupied  much  time  in  the  consideration  of  tho 
^  •  O  a  subject^ 
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spbj<ect»  ^d  the  onlf  result  that  had  followed  was  the  measEire 
of  drawing  on  England  for  the  amount  of  the  sums  borrowc4 
here  at  par.  This  he  wa$  so  JFar  from  considering  as  a  seep  tcvr. 
wards  the  improvement  of  the  state  of  exchange,  or  a  removal 
of  the  grievance  complained  of,  that  he  considered  it  only,  to 
operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  merchants  in  whose  favour  the  bHU 
wqre .  drawn.  He  should  therefore  feel  it  his  duty  on  so^le 
future  day  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  sufciject,  at 
present  confining  himself  to  movingt . 

1.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  house,  an  account  of  all 
sums  borrowed  in  Great  Britaii^  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  thereon,  and  the  charges  of  manage- 
ment, $ince  the  year  l^9^%  distinguishing  the  sums  raised  in 
och  year. 

2.  An  account  of  the  amount  of  notes,  of  the  bank  of  Ireland 
in  circubtion  in  the  year  1804,  distinguishing  the  quarters^  and 
the  notes  under  the  value  of  5L 

.  3.  An  account  of  j^he.manner  in  which  fhc  loan  for  IrelaBd, 
ndsed  in  Great  Britain^  has  been  transmitted  since  August  last>, 
c(istinguishing  the  dates,  the  rates  of  exchange,  &c* 

4.  A  statement  6(  the  paces,  and  fluctuation  of  the  prices  of 
stocks  in  Ireland,  from. jtne  ist  of  January  1798,  to  the  ist  of 
January  1804,  stating  tiie  amount  of  dind^ids  on  the  ist  of 
January  1 805.  *     ^ 

On  the  question- being  put  on  the  first  motiooi 
:  Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  the  noble  Wd  had  done  him  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  him  the  substance  of  the  motioos 
which  he  had  just  read  to  the  house,  to  which  he  could  not 
bave  any  po«!sible  objection.  But  as  the  noble  lord,  fyom  the 
observatjqns  he  had  made,  seemed  to  suppose  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  of  behind  to  have  been  actuated. by  far  different  mo*^ 
tives  from  those  which  they  felt,  be  h<^>ed  for  the  permissian 
of  the  house,  to  staxe  the  motives  upon  which  they  had  acted* 
A  sum  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  popnds,  or  of  one  million 
Ukd  an  half,  had  remained  in  Eoglajid  for  the  servioe  of 
Ireland,  which  it  was  necessary^to  have  tranmitted  to  Ireland* 
The  lords  of  the  treasury  applied  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
bank  of  Ireland  for  this  purpose,  considering  them  as  the 
most  {M*c  "fr  body  to  bcix^  the  money  over.  The  bank,  how- 
ever, refused  to  interfere,  firom  an  mirchensipn,  that  ms 
many  of  the  directors  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  txchaiige, 
any  act  which  would  bave  the  effect  of  constituting  thcva  as^ 
bitrators  of  exchange,  mij^t  draw  down  upon  their  court  of 
directors,  odium  and  reprobation.  Under  8iKh  drcuiasiaaccss^ 

*    the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


rt^S]  CHARGSAG^HSTS1^H.P0FHM1'  HMr 

loiads  of  the  tvsasury 'fyimd  tbemsdv^.'  under  a  ii0c«69tQr  <£ 

rosortiiig  to  the  means  of  drawing  thcmoney,  and  thiey  bad 

adopted  the  expedient  of  bringing  it  over  in  bank  of  Eadaad 

notes,  or  bank  post  bills.    Tb^  iixcd  the  amount  of  the 

nonejF  to  be  drawn  for,  and  gave  ten  days  or  a  fortnight's  no* 

tice  of  the  time  of  drawing  for  it,  in  order  that  aU  Uifi  vhoc^ 

chaite  who  might  have  occasion  &r  the  accommodatioiH 

should  have  sufficient  previous  intimation  of  it*    They  £xed 

the  rate  of  exchange  ako^in  order  that  such  as  should  be  dis^ 

posed  to  ofier,  might  be  made  acquainted  with  the  terms* 

The  snm  first  required  was  2oo>oool.  and  the  exchange  wam 

iijs  the  rate  of  the  exchange  at  the  moment  $  but  only 

f  70,0001.  were  bought.    The  lords  of  the  treasury,  therefore^ 

concluded  that  they  had  fixed  the  exchange  at  too  high  a  ratei« 

and  proposed  the  next  sum,  which  was  also  20o,ocoL  at  10 

per  cent«  exchange;  but  no  more  of  this  sum  was  taken  than 

in  the  first  instance,  namely,  170,0001.    They,  therefore^ 

considered  that  to  secure  purchasers  for  the  whole  sums. 

waited,  the  exchange  should  be  still  further  lowered,  and  in 

consequence  they  reduced  it  to  par.    Their  motive  ip  so: 

doingf  the  house  would  observe,  was  not  to  give  any  bounty 

to  any  particular  class  of  merchants,  but  to  carry  into  efiept. 

the  provisions  of  the  leg^lature.    Having  said  thus  much  in 

justification  of  the  Irish  treasury,  he  should  add,  that  he  had- 

po  sort  of  objection  to  any  of  the  noble  lord's  motions. 

Tbe  motions  were  then  Kverally  put  and  agreed  to. 

CHARGE  4GAIKST  SIR  H.  POPHAM. 

ilfr,  Kitmairdf  pursuant  to  his  notice  on  a  former  day) 
tase  to'  move  ibr  the  production  of  certain  papers,  calculated 
tq  enable  the  house  to  judge  of  a  charge  made  in  a  reporjt  of 
the  navy  board,  on  the  subject  of  very  large  sums  having 
been  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  ships  Romney  and  La 
SennUe,  while  under  the  command  of  Sir  Home  Fopfaam,  in 
the  Red  Sea.  On  a  topic  of  such  importance,  he  thought  it 
incambent  on  him,  both  consistently  with  his  duty  to  the 
house,  and  in  fiiimess  to  the  honourable  and  gallant  officer 
vhose  cqnduct  was  implicated,  to  state  a  few  of  the  circum^. 
stances  whicb  induced  him  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
grounds  of  this  charge.  He  hoped  the  house  would  dp  him. 
the  jukice  to  believe  that  .he  J[iad  not  taken  up  the  subject  on 
%fit  gjtoimds,  Cft  firon^  hasty  conclusions.  It  was  not  till  the 
Tpmoan  on  this  business  had  long  met  the  public  car;  it  was 
MtiU bcb»d  tor  several  months ^seen  a  publication  contaia- 
^    *    '     •  ing 
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ing  iJic  most  /crious  charges  against  Ac  honcmrabtc  olEcer^ 
:«&'  6bserved  that'  tfiis  publication  rcfhaihcd-  imanswcrcd, 
thlt  hehad  felt  himsdf  called  no  longer  to  postpone  the  cdh- 
Sderationof-a  suhject-m  which,  not  only  the  character  of  the 
British  navy,  btft'fhc  whole  system  of  economy  in  tht  public" 
cxpfehditure  were  intin^itely  involved.  Indeed,  it  was  &e 
less  nccessaryfor  him  to  oStr  any  apology  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, for  while ^  he  was  confident  the  "house  wonH  never 
jhew'themselvefir  deficient  in  a  desire  vto  uphold  the  honour  of 
our  brave  defenders,  they  would  evince  a*determination  not 
less  firm,  that  no  officer,  however  high'his  character,  or  ex- 
tensive his  merits,  should  be  suffered  to  waste  the  public  mo- 
ney intrusted  to  his  care  with  unnecessary  and-  ruinous  pro-* 
digaflity.  The  House  liaki-  shewn  a  disposition  tb  act  on  such 
principles,  in  the*  appointment  of  the  commission  to  inquire 
into  naval  abuses,  and,  he  trusted,  the  same  ideas  would  con* 
tinue  to  regulate  their  deliberations.  It  wduld,  surely^  not  be 
disputed  that  the  'wholcdpty  of  a  British  officer  was  not  con- » 
fined^to  his  mere  conduct  in  the  hour  of  battle.'  'Hcwdiild' 
nevdr*  forget  that  he  had  other,  and  not  less  imjJoftant  officer 
»  perform,  in  watching  over  the  distribution  of  the  natjbnal 
resources  comtnittcd  to  his  care,  and  that  all  account swej*e  to- 
be  passed  from  the  validity  of  his  assurances  that  no  idle  or 
tmaecessary  expenditure  had  occutrfed.  Having  niade  ^s6 
general  observations,  he  proceeded  to  the  immediate  >subjfett* 
on  which  he  had  risen  to  .address  the  houses  •  It  would  be  re- 
collected, that  about  the  end  of  the  year  lSoo^  the  Romney 
and. La  Sensible  were  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  co-ope- 
rating in  the  expedition  to  Egypt,  which  took  place  in  the 
spring  of  the  subsequent  year.  About  May  1803,  as  nearly 
a<?  he  could  recollect,  these  ships  returpfed  to  this  country. 
Previous  to  this  period,  bills  from  India'  had  reached  the  ad- 
miralty, to  the  amount  of  no  less  than  eighty  thousand 
pounds  for  the  repair  of  these  vessels.  The  admiralty  board 
were  naturally  astonished  at  so  enormou?  a  charge,  and  they 
accordingly  instructed  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  board 
to  examine  into  all  the  stores  and  repairs  which  these  vessels 
had  received,  from  the  -time  of  their  departure  from  England^ 
and  to  call  for  the  several  journals  in  which  accounts  of  the 
expenditure  had  been  preserved.  On  the  tone  and  character 
of  the  report  made  by  these  commissioners,  he  had  been  prin- 
cfpally  inclined  to  rest  his  arguments  to  the  house,  for  the 
production  of  the  papers  with  motions  for  which  he  meant 
to  conclude.  At  the  time  the  Romney  sailedj  she  was  stated  to 
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be  completelj;  provided  with  stores  of  all  -sorts,  for  twelve 
months^  yet,  as  sooq  as  she  reached  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopcc 
which  was  before  the  expiration  of  three  months^  it  was  found 
that  fresh  supplies  of  stores  were  obtained^  and>  in  the  course 
of  the  months  of  November  and  l!)ecemberj  other  supplies^ 
to  the  amount  of  {pwr  thousand  poimds,  were  charged  to  the 
public.  This  was  sureljr  a  very  extraordinary  charge,  but 
it  was  one  contained  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  board,  and,  consequently,  worthy  of  the  utmost  at^ 
tention.  The  next  point  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  house;,  was  the  comparative  statement  of  the- 
journal  of  the  captain,  and  the  several  other  journals,  of  the. 
expenditure  which  had  come  under  the  inspection  of  the 
commissioners.  On  this  part  of  the  subject  it  was  impossible; 
for  him  to  go  into  any  technical  details^  but  it  would  be  sufli-- 
cient  to  rdfer  generally  to  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  report,' 
the  language  of  which  clearly  imported  that  the  journals 
were  both  irregular  and  in  many  instances  contradictory.  In 
the  report  it  was  distinctly  stated,  that  articles  for  the  use  of 
the  Romney  and  La  Sensible  had  been  purchased  at  a  most 
encM-mous  rate,  and  that  other  articles,  on  the  contrary,  had 
not  been  accounted  for  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  or  rather 
had  been  disposed  of  at  less  than  the  aoth  part  of  their  real  - 
radue.  Among  the  charges  was  ope  for  a  fifty-hundred  an«> 
chor,  purchased  in  the  room  of  ohe  which  had  been  lost  in 
the  Indian  seas.  Here,  however,  a  remarkable  circumstance 
occurred,  that  .when  the  inquiry  was  instituted  at  Sheerness 
as  to  the  state  of  the  Romney,  it  appeared  that  vvhen  she 
sailed  £rom  England  she  had  the  identical  anchor  which  w;|5 
found  on  board  after  her  return.  While  this  was  mentioned, 
k  did  not  at  aU  appear  that"  the  other  anchor,  in  room  of 
which  the  fifty-hundred  anchor  was  purchased,  luid  ever  been 
lost,  or  if  it  was  lost,  that  it  had  ever  been  recovered.  In 
addition  to  this  he  had  to  add,  that  in  the  report,  charges  for 
stores  are  taken  notice  of  to  the  amount  oi  four  or  five  thou- 
sand pounds,  of  the  necessity  for  which  no  other  accoimt  k 
givca  than  what  was  derived  from  the  high  character  of  the 
officer  under  whose  command  the  vessels  were  at  the  time 
the  chai^ges  were  supposed  to  have  been  incurred.  It  was  as- . 
serted  that  the  Romney,  when  she  left  England,  was  fully . 
provided  ft>r  twelve  months  with  all  requisite  stores :  but  after 
the  most  minute  inquiries,  the  commissioners  had  found,  that 
in  a  very  short  time  after  her  sailing  she  had  received  repairs, 
and  )hat  nearly  nine  thousand  pounds  had  been  chjirged  foir 
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tbese  repairs.  Sorely  in  this  there  was  Terr  little  of  the  ap^ 
penrance  of  economy,  and  it  was  fit,  at  snciv  a  period  as  the 
present,  that  the  business  should  be  fiilly  inTestigated.  The 
commissioners  had  stated  the  charees  to  be  enormous,  and  it 
was  proper  that  the  grounds  of  theur  decision  should  be  aster- 
tainedv  With  respect  to  the  charges  on  the  repairs  of  the 
other  vessel,  the  same  opinion  as  to  extravagance  was  deli- 
"vered,  and  the  same  necessity  for  foil  investigation  existed. 
Whether  the  hon.  officer  at  the  time  the  supposed  repairs 
were  made,  was  under  the  orders  of  Admiral  Rainier,  or 
whether,  as  he  had  heard  it  insinuated,  he  had  ah  independent 
command,  he  confessed  liimself  unable  to  decide.  If  he  was 
under  the  orders  cf  Admiral  Rainier,  it  certainly  must  be 
:^Iowed  to  have  been  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance,  that 
the  superior  officer  had  not  been  consulted  on  a  step^  which 
was  one  of  very  great  consequence,  and  necessarily  attended 
with  vast  expence.  The  step  to  which  he  alluded  was  thp 
changing  of  the  La  Sensible  into  a  thirty-two  gun  frigate. 
The  hon.  officer  might  have  had  grounds  for  this  alteration^ 
but  it  could  not  be  pretended  that  he  had  communicated  his 
reasons  to  the  admiral  on  the  East  India  station.  On  the 
contrary  it  appeared  that  a  month  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  ship  at  Calcutta,  the  cordage,  rigging,  and  other  articles 
necessary  to  form  the  alteration,  had  been  ordered  and  were 
in  a  state  of  preparation.  Thus,  it  appeared  that  the  hon. 
officer  had  taken  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  business  on 
himself,  and  it  was  proper  that  the  grounds  on  which  he  prt>- 
caeded  should  be  explamed.  It  was  asserted  that  before  the 
La  Sensible  had  been  altered,  her  situation  had  been  folly 
examined,  but  what  he  had  just  stated  respecting  the  orders 
for  stores  completely  refoted  this  idea.  There  were  other 
accounts  of  transactions  in  the  Red  Sea  which  were  not  a 
little  curious.  The  hon.  officer  seemed  to  have  found,  con- 
trary to  general  opinion,  every  thing  quite  as  convenient  for 
the  repair  of  ships  as  if  he  had  actually  been  in  the  heart  of 
the  river,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  our  arsenals.  It  was  proper 
that  the  public  should  understand  the  whole  of  these  trans- 
actions, which  were  necessary  to  complete  rfie  view  of  the 
subject.  Connected  with  this  part  of  the  question,  he  should 
also  take  the  liberty  of  moving  for  certain  letters  from  Mar- 
quis Wdlesley  relative  tp  the  expenditure  of  the  vessels  under 
the  command  of  the  hon.  officer  while  in  the  Indiart  sea$» 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
mode  of  investigation  which  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
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to  propose.  '  It  might  be  asked,  whether  this  was  the  onlypos* 
sible  oKxie  of  investigating  the  subject ;  whether  there  was  not 
another  tribuhal,  before  which  the  merits  of  the  question 
might  not  be  more  satisfiictoriljr  decided  ?  It  might  be  urged 
(hat  tlus  was  a  matter  which  the  board  of  adituralty  were 
much  more  competent  to  try  than  an  assembly  composed  Hf 
tliat  was  which  he  had  the  honour  to  address.  To  this  his 
answer  was  plain  and  satisfactory.  He  had  heard,  on  authof 
rity  which  appeared  to  bim  hfghiy  respectable,  that  the  lalf 
beard  of  admiralty  had  desigiied  to  institute  a  criminal  proses 
oition  against  the  hon.  officer.  The  change  of  admimBtration 
which  took  place,  hpwever,  prevented  them  from  parrying 
their  views  into  efiect,  and  there  wa^  no  prospect  of  the  pre»> 
sent  board  of  admiralty  following  up  the  resolution  of  their 
predecessors.  When  he  saw  the  hon.  officer  not  o^ly  invested 
wkh  an  important  commajid,  but  apparently  hig^  in  tlie  con^ 
fideoce  of  his  majesty's  manistersi  be  thougj^t  it  was  not  at  all 
uaoatural  to  suppose,  that  no  sort  of  pr,o^e^Og  respectinf; 
the  hon.  officer's  conduct  was  in  contemplati<a^  It  might  be 
said  again,  that  this  subject  would,  with  much  more  pro* 
prfcty,  have  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  com* 
mtssioa  appointed  to  inquire  into  n-aynl  abuses.  For  ]iis  paft^ 
he  should  have  felt  pride  and  satisfaction  isi  having  the  inen;g 
of  the  question  tried  before  that  bo?\ril.  Ncvci',  he  believed, 
did  any  men,  invested  with  great  powers,  discharge  their 
duty  to  the  house  and  the  public  -ivith  mor<?  2cal  and  more 
fidelity.  But  as  it  was  m^derstood  th^t  this  board  had  it  no^ 
in  their  power  to  take  cognizanj:e  of  the  business,  he  had  fe||C 
it  his  dury  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  hi;»hes.t 
tribunal  in  the  country.  On  these  groutids  he  hoped  h^ 
should  receive  fiiU  credit  for  the  purity  of  hi^  motives.  F:^ 
wnhed  for  the  sake  of  the  hon.  otncer,  not  less  thah  of  the 
public,  that  the  matter  should  be  satisfactorily  cxplais»cd.  if 
what  was  stated  in  the  report  to  which  he  had  so  oftei^  alluded 
should  turn  out  to  be  unfounded,  he  should  sincerely  rejoice  at 
it,  and  he  was  sure  the  hon.  officer  would  be  happy  to  have 
an  opponunityof  viodicating  his  conduct.-  After  a  few  more 
observations,  the  hpn.  gentleman  concluded  by  ipoving— 

For  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  the  repairs  of  the  Romncy 
in  1800.  '  ;  " 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy 
board,  respecting,  the  repairs  of  the  Romney.ftn^  La  Sensible, 
while  uo^cx  the  command  of  Sir  Homd'Po{^am/  pnsscxu^ 
ID  February  1804*  j^^>/ 
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A  copy  of  all  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Spearman,  the  officer 
who  superintended  the  purchase  of  stores  for  those  ships  in 
the  Red  Sea,  and  any  report  of  the  navy  board  on  the  sub- 
ject. •  And 

Copies  of  all  letters  from  Marquis  Wellesley  to  the  court 
of  directors  respecting  the  same  business. 

Sir  Hoffte  Pophanii  diough  he  had  not  the  smallest  objection 
to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member,  yet  trusted  he  should  meet 
the  indulgence  of  the  house  for  a  few  minutes,  whilst  he  read 
^ome  extra£ts  of  letters  to  and  from  the  late  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  and  to  the  late  admiralty,  on  the  subject  to  which 
the  motions  of  the  hon.  grntleman  referred.     He  should  not 
follow  the  hon.  gentleman  through  the  whole  detail  of  matter 
which  he  had  drawn  from  an  anonymous  publicatioHj  though 
he  could  not  help  complimenting  him  on  the  fidelity  of  his 
memory,  in  tracing  the  charges  through  such  a  length  of  time 
and  number  of  dates.     So  far  was  he  himself  from  objecting 
to  the  production  of  any  paper  that  could  serve  to  throw  a 
light  on  the  subjeA,  that  he  should,  with  the  permission  of 
the  housei  submit  some  motions  for  fiirtlier  papers,  with  a 
view  to  that  end,  as  soon  as  the  present  motions  should  be 
disposed  of,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  have  a  different  opinion  on  the  question,  from  what 
he  seemed  at  present  to  have  formed  on  an  ex  p^e  statement, 
when  the  papers  should  be  laid  on  the  table.     He  could  not 
here  omit  replying  to  the  observation  of  the  hon.  gentleman^ 
with  respect  to  the  circumstance  of  the  pamphlet  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  and  from  which  he  appeared  to  have  derived 
all  his  information,  having  remained  hith^rtounanswered,  that 
that  anonymous  publication  would  have  been  long  since  an-* 
swered,  if  the  press  had  not  been  somewhat  alarmed^  so  that 
he  could  not  get  a  printer  to  print  his  answer.    That  impedi- 
ment had  since  been  removed,  and  the  answer  was  ready  for 
jpublication,  which  had  been  deferred  in  consequence  of  the 
motion  of  the  hon  gentleman.     With  the  permission  of  the 
house,  and  if  the  hon.  gentleman  should  have  no  objecticm,  he 
proposed  to   read  certain  extracts  from  letters  contained 
therein.      TJ\ese,  he  confessed,  were«  not  in  an  officbl  fora 
^fore  the  house,  but  lie  prc^posed  to  move,  in  the  course  of 
the  c^Fen^g,  for  all  such  in  -an  official  form,  as  would  be  ne^ 
cessary  to  give  the  house  a  clear  view  of  the  whole  of  the  sub- 
ject.   The  hon.  baronet  then  proceeded  to  read  extracts  from 
seveial  letters  from  the  printed  copy  of  hi£rq>ly,soroeof  which 
we  shall  subjoin  to  his  speech*     The  first  was  from  a  Letter 
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from  himself  to  Lord  St.  Vincent,  dated  Jnly  2»  T803,  tn- 
which  he  repeated  a  pressing*  solicitation  for  an  interview  with 
his  lordship^  in  order  to  obviate  the  calamnies  with  which  his 
character  was  traduced  (A).  The  second,  an  extract  from , 
Lord  St.  Vincent's  answer,  dated  July  3,  in  which  his  lord- 
ship states,  that  the  admiralty  had  directed  the  navy  board  to* 
Btquire  into,  and  report  upon  the  conduct  pf  Sir  Home 
Popham  \  and  that  a  copy  of  the  report,  when  made,  should 
be  given  to  him,  acco<npanied  with  the  observations  of  the 
admiralty  thereon.  The  third,  an  extract  from  a  letter  to 
*  Lord  St.  Vincent,  dated  July  5,  in  which  Sir  H.  Popham  states 
his  wish  to  acceleiate  the  report  on  his  conduct,  and  solicits 
to  be  examined  personally  before  the  navy  and  victualling 
boards,  in  order  to  obviate  difficulties,  and  remove  embarrass* 
ments  in  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry  (B).  The  fourth, 
dated  July  25,  extract  froip  a  letter  to  Lord  St.  Vincent,  star-  , 
ii^Sir  Honte  Popbam's  object  in  addressing  his  lordship  to 
irise  from  an  innate  desire  to  have  his  conduct  fully  investi* 
gated,  and  pomting  out  to  his  lordship's  attention  the  report 
made  on  the  state  of  the  ship  Romney,  and  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Home  Popham  at  Chatham,  after  an  inquiry  held  there 
on  his  return  from  India^  and  an  examination  of  all  his  offi- 
cers, touching  the  difFerent  charges  made  against  him,  which 
report  had  been  highly  favourable  to  the  hon.  baronet.  Fifth, 
an  extract  of  a  letter  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  secretary  to  the  sid- 
miralty,  dated  26th  July  1803,  renewing  his  application  to  be 
penonally  examined  before  the  difFerent  boards,  in  oider  to 
accdcrate  the  report  on  his  conduct  (C).  To  this  note  no 
Answer  whatever  had  been  returned.  The  next  was  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  to  the  navy  board,  in  which  he  renews  his  so- 
iicitatioii  to  be  instrumental  in  accelerating  the  report  on  his 
conduct,  and  appeals  to  the  report  made  at  Chatham  in  proof 
that  no  repairs  had  b«en  made  on  the  Romney  but  what  had 
i>een  necessary.  The  honourable  baronet  then  explainedVhat 
had  passed  at  Calcutta,  in  the  vepairs  of  the  different  vessels 
4md<3r  his  command^  none  of  which  had  been  adverted  to  by 
tifte  honourable  gentleman  except  the  Romney,  nor  by  the 
anonymous  publication  from  which  he  bad  tiktyn  all  his  infor- 
mation. Here  he  could  not  omit  to  notice,  that  the  anony- 
anous  pubh'cation  had  made  no  slight  impression  on  certain 
]gaiknt  officers  in  the  >navy.  In  proof  of  this,  the  hon.  baro- 
net read  an  affidavit  th^t  hadbeen  voluntarily  made  bya  gen- 
tleman, who  h^  been  out  with  him  as  3d>  then  as  2d  lieu-* 
IBrranr.  and  had  afterwards  been  made  commander  by  Lord 
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St.  VinpCDt.  Thc.perlon  be  adverted  to  was  J.  .Mason,  €sq. 
Commander  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Rattler;  aud  as  tliat  gen*- 
tleman  was  indebted  nrhcly  for  bis  promotion  to  LordSt^ 
Vincent,  his  voluntary  and  unsolicited  testimony  would  have 
s()ine  weight  with  the  house.  The  affidavit  had  been  made 
liefore  the  mayor  of  i'ortsmoa  h  on  the  24th  of  Junp  1804, 
subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  pamphlet,  but  before  the 
i^Oiice  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  u^otion  (D).  Thehon.ba* 
COnet  then  observed,  that  it  was  .not  unu-crtjiy  of  rcnj^k,  that 
if  the  late  admiralty  had  Iiad  it  in  contemplation  to  institute; 
a  criminal  prosecution  against  him,  he  had  been  in  England 
thirteen  mpnths,  whiUt  they  still  continued  in  offi,ce,  without 
their  taking  any  steps  therdn,  though  the  report  upon  which 
so  much  strciis  was  hid,  had  been  in  their  possession  fi  om 
February  till  May,  when  they  went  out  of  office.  As  the  ob-; 
servatiohs  of  the  hon.  gentleman  stemed  to  have  made  some 
impression  on  the  hoiise,  he  had  trusted  to  its  indulgence  thus 
far,  to  which  he  should  only  add,  that  the  late  admiralty  had 
sufficient  time  to  have  consu  ted  the*  crown  lawyers;  they 
might,  if  they  had  chosen,  have  brought  him  to  a  court<*mar* 
tial,  and  it  would  appear  from  the  passages  the  hon.  n^einber 
bad  qiio^cd  from  the  repoit,  that  they  would  have  cut  o£F  the 
hydra's  head  if  they  had  it  in  their  power.  The  hon.  baronet 
coacludcd  by  assuring  the  hon,  member,  that  when  the  papers 
he, called  ior  should  be  produced,  he  would  alter  the  opinion 
be  had  alrer4dy  fcimcd  oh  an  fK  paru  case,  and  expressed  ft 
sincere,  wish  that  there  might  not  be  a  single  dissentient  voiee 
inthe  house  on  the  motions  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 
.  1  he  following  are  some  of  the  extracts,  &c*  read  by  Sir 
Home  Popham  \t\  the  course  of  his  speech. 

-  (A)  "  In  making  ar.othjsr  eSbrt  for  the  honour  of  an  inter* 
^*  view  with  your  lodship,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  accused  of 
"  pressing  improperly  a  claim  that  is  highly  increased  by  the 
<'  peculiarity  of  my  situation..  The  most  unfounded  aspersiori 
*'  have  been  circulated,  whh  such  an  <  xtraordinary  degree  of  > 
"  success,  that  they  now  amount  almost  to  an  impeachment^ 
'<  removable  only  by  an  appeal  to  your  lordship^  whose  prcv 
''  tcction  I  haye  cohsiUeied  it  my  right  to  look  up  to  on  tbb 
''occasion."    . 

(B)  '*  As  the  acceleration  of  etery  report  on  my  conduct 
'^  is  an  object  \  sincerely  wish,  I  presume,  to  subout  to  your 
'lordship's  consideration,  and  I  press  on  your  feelings  to, 
*^  allow  it,  that  1  should  be  called  on  by  tbe^separate  boards 
'*  to  attend  ii>  pdrson  their  commiuees  )of  iovestigitios }  b^ 

"whic^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ft9.S.l  CHARGE  AGAINST  SIR  H  PdPnA&l  108 

*^  which  I  may  he  enabled  to  explain  xnany  cirdimstances^ 
"  that  yrhcn  led  into  rcfisrences  would  occasion  considerables 
"delay. 

"  I  have  no  vicw^  in  offering  this  mode  of  procedure  t6 
^  Tonr  lordship's  consideration,  but  chat  of  obviating  dilBail-^ 
"  tirs  and  rijinoving  embarrassments,  of  which  I  fed  I  have 
**  hatl  so  much  reason  to  complain." 

(Ci  '*  I  last  night  had  the  honour  to  receive  Lord  St.  Vin- 
"  cent's- answer  to  my  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  directing  meto^ 
**  apply  to  thcii  lordships  through  you,  respecting  any  step^ 
*'  which  1  might  be  desirous  of  having  pmsued  with  regard  tcf 
•*  The  subject  mentioned  in  that  note  •,  and  as  the  acceleration 
•'  of  every  report  on  my  conduct  is  rfh  object  I  sincerely  wishj 
"  I  request  you  will  move  their  lordships  to  direct  the  com- 
**  missioners  of  the  nary  and  victualling  boards  to  take  any 
*'  accounts  which  can  be  considered  as  relating  to  me  ii|td 
**  hnmediate  investigation;  and  to  call  for  my  personal  atten-^ 
**  dan)E:e  whenever  it  may  be  thought  I  can  forward  an  object 
"  which  cannot  receive  too  early  an  examination.'' 

(D)  CV^/.  AJa/m's  Affidavit.  "  Having  heard  that  an  ano« 
^  nymous  pamphlet  is  published,  co  taining  aspersions  on  the 
**  character  of  Sir  Home  Popham ;  I  think  it  due  to  thepfib- 
^  lie  as  well  as  to  him,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  their  being 
'*  deceived  by  any  misrepresentations.  I  therefore  voIunta4 
^  rihr  swear,  that  I  believe  Sir  Home  Popham  to  be  incapd>le 
**  -of  havti^  acted  improperly  with  respect  to  the  stores,  or  snf* 
^  fermg  it  in  others.  That  I  went  out  in  the  Romney  with 
^  him  2s  fourth  lieutenant,  became  third,  then.second,  and 
^  was  made  commander,  and  came  home  a  passenger  withhim» 
•*  During  which  time  I  never  knew  of,  or  observed  any  undue 
•^expenditure,  or  waste  of  stores  j  and  that  I  think  it  couJdnot 
•**  have  taken  place,  becaiise  his  conduct  to  all  descriptions  of 
-**  oficers  as  well  as  to  the  ship's  company,  was  that  of  a  strict 
**  disciplinarian,  determined  to  adhere  to  whatc\er  he  deemed 
*•  for  the  good  of  the  service;  because  I  believe  him  to  pos- 
*•  sess  a  mind  incapable  of  any  thing  unbecoming  the  charac* 
••  tier  of  an  officer  of  strict  honour  and  integrity,  who  kiiew 
*^  hmv  to  make  author it)^  respected  wilhout  the  least  appear*- 
**  ancc  of  oppression.  J  hat  with  respect  to  the  circumstance 
"**  of  a  r able  being  cut  while  in  Bengal  river,  I  recollect  it  pcr- 
'**  iectly,  and  that  it  was  by  the  pilot's  request,  as  the  oiily 
*^  chance  we  had,  blowing  very  hcsh,  of  carr\  ing  water  enough 
•*  over  a.bank  we  had  to  cross  going  up  to  Diamond  Harbour. 
^  That  in  the  &  \V.  mousoon,  during  part  of  which  we  were 
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*f  at  B^n^al,  owm^  to  the  rapid  tides  and  the  ,bore,  the  loss 
^  of  anchors  is  ve«  y  general  with  all  ships.  I  also  swear  that 
•*  I  Ixrlicvc  the  country  boats  hired  to  carry  the  sick  to  Cal- 
^  cutta>  &c.  '\^''ere  perfectly  necessary  in  that  climate;  and  that 
^  the  launch  bhilt  at  Calcutta,  was  the  $ole  occasion  of  our 
•  saving  the  lives  of  four  hundred  soldiers  and  officers  wrecked 
•*  in  a  transport  going  down  the  Red  Sea.  'J  hat  Sir  H.  Pop- 
**  ham  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  the  sick,  as  a  proof  of 
•^nirhich,  we  had  not  one  scorbutic  and  only  one  liver  case, 
^  although  admiral  Blanket's  squadron  sent  a  great  proportion 
**  of  their  crews  to  our  hospital  ship  with  scurvy,  &C4  That 
**  the  conduct  of  Sir  H»  Popham  was  at  all  times  and  on  all 
^  occasions  that  of  an  able,  active,  and  zealous  officer,  and  a 
•*  man  of  strict  hnegrity,  ready  to  sacrifice  himself  (or  the 
^  good  of  his  country,  whose  honour  he  supported  on  every 
^  occasion ;  and  that  i  believe  his  system  of  order  and  disci« 
^*  plinc  better  cilcuhted  to  make  his  ship  efficient  than  any  I 
•*  ever  met  with.'*  .  "  J.  Mason,  Commander  of  his 

majesty's  sloop  Rattler. 
Borough  of  Portsmouth,  sworn  this  a4th  June.  1804,  before 

John  Cart£R^  Mayor.** 

On  the  question  being  again  put, 

jidmirai  Markham  rose  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  late  board  of  admiralty.  It  was 
true  that  the  enormous  charges  for  the  ships  under  the  cooi- 
mand  of  the  honourable  officer  had  excited  the  attention  of  the 
board,  and  orders  liad  been  given  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy  to  investigate  the  business;  they  had  investigated  the 
business^  and  they  had  given  in  a  rq^ort,  which  was  the  sain<t 
as  they  had  published  in  the  pamphlet  alluded  to.  The  ho* 
nourable  officer  had  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  report^ 
at  least  orders  had  been  pven  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  ai 
soon  as  it  was  received.  In  consequence  of  this  report,  the 
boarriof  admiralty  had  at  first  some  intention  of  proceeding 
against  the  honounible  officer  by  way  of  indictment:  but  as  it 
appeared  doubtful  how  far  a  charge  so  preferred  could  be  main- 
tsincd,  this  course  was  not  pursued  It  was  next  resolved  to 
proceed  against  him  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  but  the  change 
of  administration  prevented  this  plan  frombeing  carried  into  dS- 
fcct.  The  honourable  officer  had  asked,  why  so  great  a  delay 
had  taken  place  in  taking  any  steps  against  him,  if  the  board  of 
admiralty  were  convinced  of  the  irregularity  of  his  conduct  ? 
The  answer  to  this  was,  that  the  board  were  anxious  to  have 
fuller  accounts  of  the  transactions  in  the  Red  Sea^  and  had  i** 

sue4 
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sued  orders  for  collecting  further  information  on  that  subject. 
They  had  also  instructed  the  navy  and  victualling  boards  to 
communicate  the  result  of  these  inquiries  as  the.  ground  of  any 
fiiturc  proceedings.  It  remained  for  those  who  now  composed 
the  board,  to  inform  the  house  whether  such  reports  had  been 
-received,  and  what  steps  were  in  contemplation  in  the  busi- 
ness. Before  he  sat  down,  he  would  only  add,  that  it  would 
^Sord  him  the  highest  satisfaction,  if  the  honourable  officer, 
OB  a  fidl  investigation,  should  be  able  to  clear  his  conduct 
from  every  aspex:$ion,  and  fully  establish  its  rectitude. 

A/r,  Dickinfrftf  Jt^n.  (<Mie  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty) 
stated,  that  he  was  not  prepared  jo  inform  the '  honourable 
geatkman  whether  the  report  alluded  to  had  been  received. 
He  should,  however,  inquire  into  the  business  and  communi- 
cate the  result.  He  touchtd  on  the  concluding  words  of  the 
report,  so  often  alluded  to,  and  maintained  that  sucfi  language 
wal  altogether  unaccountable.  When  such  an  admission  was 
aiade  by  the  commissioners  themselves,  it  was  pretty  clear  that 
both  sides  of  the  question  had  not  been  impartially  examined* 
He  had  for  the  last  two  or  three  days  applied  himself  closely 
to  the  subject ;  and  though  he  wished* not  to  anticipate  the 
decision,  he  was  happy  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  ho- 
nourable officer,  when  fully  considered,  would  be  found  to 
hive  been  totally  free  from  all  ground  of  censure  As  to  the 
present  board  of  admiralty  not  having  procecd';;d  against  the 
honourable  officer  by  a  court-martial,  he  had  a  very  short  biif 
satisfactory  reply:  previous  to  their  coming  into  power,  the 
period  limited  by  act  of  parliaiiient  for  that  ^mrpose  \vas  ex- 
pired. They  hud  submitted  it  to  the  board  of  naval  inquiry^ 
who  had  declared  it  not  to  fall  within  the  province  assigned  to 
them  by  the  legislature.  He  was  glad  that  it  would  now  be 
fully,  and  lie  trusted  impartial  y,  discussed. 

'ihc  Cbttrfcelhr  of  the  Exchequer  lamented  that  so  much  d]^ 
cussioa  had  taken  place  on  the  subject.  ?.%  the  hon.  officer 
Wis  anxious  for  the  production  of  all  possible  infcrniation,  it 
wo«ld,  perhaps,  have  been  better,  if  opprobrious  epithets 
frhicii  could  no^  be  substantiated  by  fact,  lud  lx:cn  avoided  by 
Ci^  honouraUe  gentleman  who  opened  the  business.  Onsuchia 
subject  as  this,  he  trusted  the  house  would  coir.e  to  the  disciisr 
skmwithoutany  of  those  preji: dices  which  such  r.gi:iavating  re- 
presentations were  calculated  to  produce,  ff e  coududed  by 
anioudverting  on  the  concluding  sentence  in  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  board,  which  affbrded.np  cvider^ce 
of  the  existeiKe  of  any  thing  hke  full  or  satisfactory  invcst^- 
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Mr.  Fox  did  not  mean  to  go  into  any  discussion  on  the  pre* 
^cnt  occasion.     He  could  not,  however,  admit  that  the  rijE^ht 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  was  entitled  to 
blame  the  honourable  gentleman  for  the  manner  in  wliich  he 
had  introduced  the  subject.     The  honourable  member  had  in- 
troduced no  observations  but  such  as  were  strictly  connected 
^ith  the  object  he  had  in  vic^v.     His  object  was  to  persuade 
the  house  of  the  propriety  of  having  the  papers  produced;  and 
iras  it  not  for  that  purpose  necessary  to  employ  some  argtv- 
ments  ?  When  papers  were  called  for,  was  it  not  always  pre- 
viously required   that   a  case   should  be   made   out  to   the 
"house?     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that 
there  wps  no  necessity  for  argument,  because  the  honourable 
officer  did  not  oppose  the  production  of  the  papers.     He  fek 
Iximself  called  upon  to  protest  against  such  doctiine.     It  was 
not  parliamentary,  and  he  trusted  it  would  never  be  admitted 
by  the  house.     It  was  not  fit  that  the  house  should  hear  of  the 
production  of  papers  merely  because  it  happened  to  suit  the 
inclination  of  the  parties.     He* had  himself  seen  the  relations' 
of  parties  voting  for  papers,  while  those  with  whom  they  were 
politically  connected  opposed  their  produt^tion.     He  depre^ 
cated  all  partiality  and  prejudice.     On*  the  subject  ot  the  re- 
port, of  which  so  mufh  had  been  said,  he  knew  nothing ;  but 
.  it  was  fit  the  matter  should  be  fully  investigated.     After  this 
investigation,  if  the  honourable  officer  was  able  to  dear  his 
conduct,  he  was  sure  it  would  aSbrd  sincere  pleasure  to  every 
member  of  the  house. 

-Afir.  Kinnaird  contended  that  the  mode  of  proceeding 
adopted  by  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  board  was  not  with- 
out precedents.  A  similar  plan  was  pursued  with  respect  to 
*Sr  R.  King  and  Sir  A.  Mltchcl;  a  similar  process  was  also 
thought  of  respecting  *t  he  executors  of  Captain  Cocke^  of  the 
La  Porte,  though  it  was  never  carried  into  practice 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  &\r  Home  Pepknm  de» 
prorated  all  allusions  calculated  to  reflect  en  the  merit  of  a 
brave  officer  who  had  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
Mr,  Kinnaird  disclaimed  any  such  idea,  but  declared  thsit 
be  would  not  be  schooled  into  delicacy  of  expression  by  any 
member  of  the  house. 

The  motions  were  then  put  and  carried  without  a  division, 

*Sir  Home  Popham  then  rose,  and  stated,  that  wishing  no* 

Himg  to  be  withheld,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  to  have  laid 

before  the  house,  all  his  correspondence  with  the  board  of  ad* 

mirahy  and  the  na\7^  board*     He  accordingly -referred  to  tlie 

greater 
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greater  pazt-ef  their  letters,  in  all' of  which  he  expressed  thir 
strongest  desire  for  a  full  investigation  of  his  condogr.  -lie 
complained  severely  of  tlie  reluctance  of  the  navy  board  to 
give  him  up  the  papers. necessary  for  completing  hisdefence, 
even  alter  he  bad  received  assurances  from  the  secretary  of 
the  admiralty  that  orders  for  tiiat  purpose  had  been  specially 
delivered  He  h^d  been  informed  in  April  that  'the  papers 
were  nearly  ready  for  delivery.  He  had  made  repeated  ap- 
plications,  till  August,  when  he  was  given  to  understand  that 
the  papers  were  lost.  1  hus,  after  waiting  four  or  five  months, 
he  bad  boen  scandalously  tantalized  and  disappointed.  He  ' 
inveighed  with  great  severity  on  such  unfair  and'  illibez^l 
treatment.  He  complained  severely  of  the  circulation  of  the 
report  to  which  he  had  so  often  referred,  among  the  pfBcer^ 
iflider  his  immediate  command,  and  at  a  time  when  he  was 
employed  on  a  service  to  which  the  public  looked  with  co9» 
sideraUe  anxiety*  While  he  coulJ  not  procure  a  single  do- 
cument, these  reports  were  carefully  sent  down  by  pdst,  to 
sow  dissention  among  those  under  his  command,  thoii^.ib 
this  their  malignant  designs  were  frustrated.  The  hop.  offir 
cer,  after  dwelling  a  little  on  these  topics,  moved  for  .the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  which  passed  betwixt  him  anil 
the  two  boards  on  the  charges  made  against  him.  \ 

Mr.  EfM  declared  that,  had  it  not  been  for*wfaat  had  faUeh 
£rom  the  hon.  officer  opposite  him,  (Sir  Home  Pophcin^)  he 
should  not  have  said  a  single  word  more  upon  the  subject. 
That  h(xi*  officer  had  said  that  the  board  adopted  a  particular 
mode  of  proceeding  because  they  thought  that  it  would  be 
speeable  to  the  admiralty.  On  the  pth  of  April,  he  said$^ 
had  been  promised  to  be  furnished  with  the  papers  he  re- 
ifairod.  That  board  was  only  three  weeks  longer  ih  exis^ 
tence ;  it  was  therefore  Impossible  that  he  could  ha^e  been 
■ipplied  by  them  witli  a  copy  of  the  papers  in  August,^  the 
lime  to  which  he  had  alluded.  As  to  the  idea  of  officers 
being  ready  to  meet  inquity,  or,  in  fact,  being  .anxious  for  it, 
k  h8dt>een  seen,  in  that  house,  that  when  such  persons,  or 
the  nearest  relatives  of  them,  had  supported^  or  voted  for  the 
iD^mry,  there  wjere  other  persons  (membeMi  of  his  majesty's 
government)  who  openly  resisted  the  invfidgation,  and  the 
necessary  papers  wrre  not  produced.  A  right  hon.  gentleman, 
who  prc^essed  himself,  at  tliat  time,  to  be  as  anxious  as  any 
other  member  of  the  house  to  promote  the  inquiry,  had  since 
come  into  ofEce;  and,  from  the  superiority  of  informatidn 
vUch  bin  situation  afforded,  he  should  have  expected  that  the 

Vol.  I.  %9oy  Q  .   >i#it 
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right  hoQr  gentleman  would  have  brought  the  subject  agsiin 
before  parliament.  He,  however,  had  not  thought  fit  so  to 
do-  It  was  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  new  board 
of  admiralty  did  not  wish  to  follow  up  the  measures  of  their 
predecessors  in  a  similar  instance. . 

llic  Chancelbr  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that  although 
ministers  may  be  complained  of  while  in  being  ?is  such,  it  is 
not  usual  to  pursue  the  charges  made  against  them  any  further 
sifter  they  have  ceased  to  hold  their  official  situation.  From 
what  he  recollected  of  what  happened  at  another  time ;  from 
the  opinion  which  he  then  entertained,  and  from  that  which 
had  been  held  out  by  others,  he  should  have  supposed  that  the 
hon.'  gentleman  would  have  been  the  last  tp  have  advanced 
such  an  opinion  as  he  now  did.  He  entertained  the  highest 
respect  for  the  noble  lord  to  whom  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
alluded,  both  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman;  but  this  he 
would  maintain,  that  every  thing  which  he  had  asserted  on  a 
former  occasion,  with  respect  to  his  official  situation,  had  been 
since  confirmed. 

Mr»  jFcwc— The  right  hon.  gentleman  evidently  alluded 
to  the  history  cff  a  very  distant  period.     Young  minds  are  in 

r^neral  susceptible  of  the  most  strong  and  l'4$ti(ig  impr^sion; 
should  have  therefore  expected,  that  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  have  b<je.ii  ipore  correct  when  he 
rderred  to  the  opinion  which  he  or  I  then  held,  or  those 
which  were  maintained  by  others. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Epcchequer — Let  that  be  judged  of  by 
the  world,  who  know  the  transaction. 

After  a  few  other  observations.  Sir  A.  S.  Hammond  ob« 
served,  that  the  papers  which  had  been  sent  from  the  navy 
and  victualling  offices  to  the  admiralty  hapfVened  to  be  ori* 
ginal  documents*  The  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  sup- 
posing that  they  were  copies,  had  sent  them  to  the  board  of 
naval  inquiry.  They  were  afterwards  sent  for  from  the  abOve 
offices  to  have  copies  made  out  from  them,  which  ivas  the 
occasion  of  the  delay  which  had  been  aSluded  to. 

The  question  w^s  then  put  from  the  chair,  and  carried  una- 
nimously* 

SPANISH  PAPERS. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  informed  the  house  th^t 

.  some  of  the  papers  which  had  been  moved  for  relative  to  the 

discussion  with  Spain  wete  mere  memorandums,  not  sign^ 

bj  any  person,  and  therefore  could  not  be  decn^cd  official. 

They, 
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Tlicy,  however,  should  be  presented  to  the  house,  he  hoped 
the  hcxt  day.  He  then  moved^to  postpone  the  disCus^ioil  on 
that  subject  to  Friday. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Grey  moved  for  the  production  of  accounts  received 
firom  Admiral  Duckworth  of  the  sale  of  French  prizes  in  the 
Spanish  ports.  He  had  heard  of  a  proclamation  issued  by 
the  government  of  Cuba,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  such  prizes 
in  future,  and  he  had  been  informed  that  the  vessels  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  harboiu*,  in  consequence  of  such  order,  and/ 
burned,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  en^emy. 
The  hon.  member  also-  moved  for  copies  of  the  instructions 
which  had  been  sent  to  Admiral  Duckworth  in  the  month  of 
March  1804,  and  subsequent  to  that  period,  as  to  the  conduct 
which  he  was  to  pursue  to  ail  neutral  vessels,  particularly  those 
of  Spain. 

The  motions  were  severally  agreed  to. 

MIDDLESEX  ELECTION,  l802. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Marsham,  the  order  of  the  house 
for  hearing  the  charge  against  Robert  Albion  Cox,  Esq.  and 
Sir  William  Raw)in!r,  Knt.  and  also  that  they  should  be  heard 
by  counsel  at  the  bar,  was  rea,d.  ' 

The  Chaficelior  of  the  Exchequer  recapitulated  some  of  hts 
ftMiner  arguments  against  the  hearing  of  evidence  at  the  bar* 
It  had  been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  house,  up  to  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  the  Grenville  act,  to  take  the  report  of  their 
committee  into  consideration  without  having  any  further  evi* 
dence  before  them.  It  would  now  most  certainly  be  a  waste 
of  time  to  adopt  a  different  mode  of  proceeding.  If  tiie  wit- 
nesses said  the  same  at  the  bar  of  the  house  diat  they  had 
sworn  before  the  committee,  there  was  nothing  gained',  andy 
if  they  should  happen  to  give  a  contrary  statement  of  what 
fen  within  their  knowledge,  would  the  house  be  inclined  to 
believe  their  unattested  assertion  in  contradiction  to  their 
eath;  could  the  house  possibly  receive  the  lighter  in  opposi- 
fion  to  the  graver  lestimony  i  He  concluded  with  moving  that 
4he  present  order  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Fox  felt  it  impossible  to  concur  in  the  grounds  stated 
for  the  proposition  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
equally  impossible  to  accede  to  the  res  integra  of  the  proceed- 
ings he  recommended.  A  great  deal  of  additional  difficulty 
appeared  to  him  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  such  concurrence 
by  this  consideration,  that  the  house  had  already  made  an  or- 
da  that  the  parties  accused  should  be  heard  at  the  bar.    This 

Q  a  order 
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'Order  bard  been  announced  to  those  parties^  in  consequence  of 
which  they  were  in  attendance,  and  prepared,  no  doubt,  to 
produce  further  evidence,  perhaps  of  some  persons  who  were 
out  bf  the  way,  or  wcrti  not  known  when  the  case  was  undar 
the  investigation  of  the  committee.  By  such  farther  exami-' 
nation  of  evidence  the*parties  might  expect  to  be  able  to  lay 
before  the  house  a  more  favourable  view  of  their  cause*  After 
suchan  order,  and  such  probable  preparation  in  consequence, 
k  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  highly  unjust  to  make  a 
new  order  at  the  present  moment*.  It  would  be,  in  fisict,  to/say 
to  the  parties,  *'  Although  wc  have  made  an  order  that  you 
should  be  heard  at  the  bar  to-daV ;  although  you  may  h^vc 
taken. great  trouble  to  collect  evidence  to  throw  new' light 
upgin  your  case,  and  to  repel  the  charges  against  you,  yet  wc 
have  changed  our  mind,  and  you  cannot  be  heard — we  mean^ 
to  re-consider  tl-ie  subject."  Such  would  be  the  language  of 
the  house  to  the  accused,  should  the  proposition  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  be  adopted.  The  practice  referred  to 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which  prevailed  before  the 
-enactment  of  the  Grenville  bill,  was  not,  he  contended,  ana* 
logous  to  the  case  under  consideration,  or  to  any  case  under 
that  hill  J  for,  in  the  former  instance,  it  was  to  be  recollected^ 
that  the  committees  upon  election  petitions  were,  though  no* 
minally  select  committees,  accessible  to  all  the  members  of  the 
house,  and  therefore  every  member  might  attend  to  examine 
and  cross-examine  the  evidence.  Of  course,  the  report  of  such, 
committees  must  be  different  in  the  estimation  of  the  house, 
from  those  of  the  committees  under  the  GrenvUle  act,  which 
consisted  but  of  a  few  members.  In  the  one  case  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  house  were  competent  to  attend  and  investigate 
any  part  of  the  subject,  whik  in  the  other  only  a  few  select 
persons  were  permitted  to  do  so.  Thi^  difference  he  the  more 
dwelt  on,  in  order  to  shew,  tliat  from,  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  jurisdiction  upon  election  cases,  the  course 
formerly  pursued  was  not  fairly  jipplicable  at  present.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  etideavoured  to  support  his  propo- 
sition  by  resorting  to  the  popular  argument,  which,  in  his^ 
opinion,  could  make  no  impression  upon  any  candid  rational 
man-^namely,  that  because  the  witnesses  would  not  be  on  oath 
at  the  baf,  although  they  were  so  before  the  committee,  that 
therefore  we  should  have  no  examination  of  evidence  whatever 
before  the  house.  The  question  for  consideration  was  not  - 
whether  the  committee  was  more  competent  to  investi^te  a 
charge  agaj  ust  individuals,  and  to  ascertain  their  gtnlt  or  in* 

nocence. 
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noccxicc.  Perhaps  the  court  of  King's  Bench  was  still  mof^ 
competent  to  suck  investigation.  But  that  was  not  the  point 
before  the  house.  The  question  Tvas  this,  whether,  when  cx- 
cciiiing  the  office  of  a  criminal  jucKcature,  the  house  would  aet 
according  to  its  own  constitution,  or  to  the  principles  of  equity, 
if  it  proceeded  to  prbnounce  judgment  without  any  cxamirta- 
tion  of  evidence  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case  upon  which  it 
was  called  on  to  judge  ?  In  declaring  a  negative  to  this  ques- 
tion, he  had  little  doubt  of  being  supported  by  a  full  consider- 
ation of  the  practice  of  the  house,  and  by  the  opinion  of  dis- 
passionate men.  The  Grenville  aft,  whatever  other  persons 
might  think  of  it,  or  however  it  miglit  be  considered  in  othel: 
respects,  had  created  an  anomaly  in  tlie  constitution  of  that 
house.  By  the  course  followed  antecedent  to  that  act,  the 
whole  matter  of  the  election,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  sefit  • 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  returning  officers,  and  all  collateral 
points,  were  referred  to  the  committee ;  and  the  ultimate  de- 
cision upon  all  these  points  still  remained  with  the  house,  the 
report  of  the  committee  serving  to  guide  its  judgment.  But, 
under  the  new  arrangement,  did  the  house  commit  to  the 
committee  the  whole  matter  of  the  case  ?  No  j  that  committee 
was  the  deimer  nsort  as  to  the  seat  only.  Upon  that  their  de- 
cision was,  according  to  a  legislative  act,  final  and  conclusive. 
But  the  seat  was  the  only  thing  upon  which  the  report  of  such 

-  committee  was  unalterable*  As  to  any  special  report  which  it 
^tm  authorized  to  make  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  retum- 
hig  o£5cers,  the  house  retained  the  full  power  which,  accord- 
xtxg  to  precedent,  was  uniformly  exercised,  to  proceed  upon 
such  special  report  in  the  way  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  motion  to  reverse-  The  Grenvilie  act 
made  as  dear  x  distinction  between  the  power  vested  in  the  x 
committee,  as  to  the  decision  of  the  seat,  and  that  relative  to 
a  special  report,  as  words  could  express.  In  the  one  case  their 
power  was  absolute,  in  the  other  it  belonged  to  them  only  to 

'  report  that  there  were  other  circumstances  connected  with  the 
election  which  required  the  interference  of  the  house,    Cim- 

'  sklering  the  report  before  the  house  in  that  view,  he  could  not 
admit  that  it  should  have  any  other  influence  than  that  of 
calling  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  accused,  but  by  no 
means  that  of  forming  the  ground  for  their  conviction  or 
ptmishmem.  All  the  precedents  skicc  the  Grenville  act  upon 
sxniiar  cases  justified  this  opinion.  But  the  right  Hon.  gen- 
tleman who  pro^scA  another  course,  thought  proper  entirclf 
to  overlook  those  precedents^  and  to  bok  to  the  conduct  for- 

luerly  \ 
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jDcrly  pursued  under  circumstances  which  he  com  ended  were 
not  at  all  analogous.  If  the  report  of  a  committee  under  the 
.  new  jurisdiction  were  to  be  bmdlng  on  the  house  to  adopt> 
.in  what  a  dilemma  would  the  house  be  placed,  suppose  that  an 
election. committee  on  the  Shoreham  case,  or  on  that  of  Not- 
tingham, had,  in  addition  to  the  other  particulars  in  their  re- 
port, resolved  that  die  right  of  election  ought  to  be  thrown 
open,  that  the  electors  should  be 'increased  ?  Would  not  the 
admission  of  such  an  authority,  in  the  report  of  a  committee, 
as  he  had  alluded  to,  be,  in  effect,  to  delegate  to  such  commit- 
tee the  legislative  |>owcr  of  the  house?  Yet,  such  an  inference 
would  naturally  follow  from  the  argument  used  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  If,  then,  that  argument,  or  the  proposition 
tliat  Allowed,  could  not  be  sustained  by  reason,  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  hou^e,  or  precedent,  he  thonght  that  justice  would 
urge  the  adoptiori  of  such  line  of  proceeding  as  might  be  most 
^vourable  to  the  interest  of  the  accused,  and  that,  obviously, 
w^s  to  allow  them  to  bring  forward  any  further  evidence  that 
it  might  be  in  their  pov/er  to  produce  for  their  exculpation. 
Any  different  course  would,  he  was  quite  persuaded,  be  felt  as 
inconsistent  with  the  ends  of  substantial  justice,  as  it  would 
be  with  the  spirit  of  our  law.  That  law  uniformly  said,  that 
a.  man  accused  of  any  oitcnce  should  be  fully  heard  before  sen- 
tence should  be  pronounced,  and  that  law  very  properly  al- 
lowed, that  if  any  circumstances  could  be  discovered  to  alter 
the  nature  of  the  charge,  and  to  establish  the  innocence  of 
the  accused  up  to  the  moment  before  the  time  fixed  for  the 
infliction  of  punishment,  the  sentence  should  be  reversed. 
Here,  however,  it  was  proposed  to  deviate  entirely  from  that 
laudable  and  salutary  mode  of  proceeding.  Since  the  invcs-r 
tigation  of  this  case  before  the  committee,  circumstances  had 
occurred,  which,  without  meaning  any  reflection  whatever  on 
the  judgment,  principles,  or  character  of  the  gentlemen  who 
composed  that  committee,  would,  he  was  persuaded,  prevent 
them  at  the  present  day  from  pronouncing  as  a  jury  that  ver-» 
diet  which  appeared  in  the  report  on  the  table.  Was  it  not 
then  fair  to  allow  these  circumstances  to  be  laid  before  the 
house  by  evidence  at  the  bar  ?  It  would  be  unjust  towards 
the  house,  and  it  would  be  cruel  towards  the  parties  accused 
to  exclude  such  evidence.  If  a  criminal  were  convicted  oF 
the  most  heinous  offence,  that  power  in  whom  the  right  oF 
pardon  is  constitutionally  vested  would  not  hesitate,  even  the 
moment  before  the  appointed  execution  of  sentence,  to  remit 
that  sentence  and  pardon  the  accused,  should  any  facts  ariscto 

prove 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


♦«B  5.1  MIDDLESEX  ELECTION.  119 

prove  His  innocence.  This  example  should  be  attended  to  in 
the  case  under  consideration,  and  should  urge  the  house  t« 
afford  the  r.ccuscd  every  opportunity  of  exculpation  before  k 
attempted  to  pronounce  judgment.  ^  This  was  not  only  the 
opinion  which  he  entertained,  but  that  which  was  sanctioned 
by  all  former  proceedings  in  similar  cases.  In  the  Shorchatn 
case,  which  the  noble  lord  chose  as  the  precedent  lo  follow^ 
with  one  exception  only,  in  this  instance,  he  recollected  some 
debate,  and  a  division  also,  the  result  of  which  was,  <k  deter- 
mination opposed  only  by  a  very  small  minority,  that  those 
accused  should  be  heard  fully  by  evidence,  and  by  counsel  at  ^ 
the  bar.  Such  was  the  mode  that  justice,  law,  and  precedent 
suggested  to  the  house  on  the  present  occasion,  and  he  felt  the 
character  of  the  house,  and  of  public  c<jaity,  to  be  so  much 
concerned,  that  he  could  not  help  resisting  the  introduction  of 
a  different  practice.  The  evidence  which  appeared  in  the  re- 
port might  have  been  taken  in  a  loose  way,  or  it  might  be  im- 
perfect, and  a  farther  examination  at  the  bar  miglit  elucidate 
many  important  facts.  This  was  not  at  all  impossible,  not- 
witiistanding  the  close  scrutiny  said  to  have  taken  place  before 
the  committee,  and  the  known  accuracy  of  the  counsel  em- 
ployed, whose  ability  no  man  more  highly  respected  than  he 
did,  and  upon  even  the  possibility  of  such  elucidation,  he 
would  have  the  parties  allowed  a  farther  hearing.  Those  par- 
tics,  he  had  heard  it  intimated,  were  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the 
refusal  of  any  farther  examination  of  evijcnee ;  of  this  he 
knew  nothing  positively,  but  even  if  it  were  so,  it  would  effect 
Eo  change  in  the  opinion  he  entertained.  Howe\'ei*,  if  npoa 
appe^irxngat  the  bar  they  admitted  the  evidence  as  it  stood  in 
the  report,  their  admission  must  of  course  be  received;  but  in 
no  other  way  could  he  notice  that  admission,  because  it  was 
not  more  his  object  to  render  perfect  jifstipc  to  the  accused  in 
this  instance,  than  to  guard  against  the  establihment  of  a  pre- 
cedent that  was  likely  to  lead  to  great  injustice  towards  others. 
The  lionourable  member  concluded  with  observing,  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  particularly  after  having  ap-. 
pointed  a  bearing  at  the  bar  on  that  day,  and  ordered  the  at- 
tcnJafice  of  the  parties  accordingly,  it  would  be  one  of  the 
harshest  proceedings  imaginable  to  reverse  that  order  now, 
and  strike  into  a  new  and  opposite  course. 

The  j^tformy  General  declared,  that  he  saw  no  force  in  the 
argamenfs  used  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  opposition  to 
the  motion  of  his  right  honourable  firiend,  and  still  less  in  the 
observaiions,  which  the  honourable  gcmleujan  applied  to  the 
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reversal  of  the  ortleT  and  course  of  proceeding  at  the  presenc  . 
moment.'    It  could  not  be  complained  that  the  parties  vrcrcr 
taken  nnawarcs,  as  when  ihc  business  had  been  postponed 4m  <  * 
former  day,  his  right  hon.  friend  distinctly  stated,  that  the 
grbund  of  that  ptwtponcmtnt  was  to  afford  gentlemen  an  op-s 
pntiinity  of  considerhig  the  expediency  of  a  deviation  from 
the  precedent  of  the  bhoreham  case,  of  the  nature  of  that 
which  was  now  proposed*     That  the  course  proposed  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  strictly  according  to  the  tmiform  prac- 
tice which  prevailed  prtvioiis  to  the  Grcnville  act,  was  not  at- 
tc^mpted  to  be  denied ;  and  tlic  question  for  the  house  to  con- 
sider in  the  present  instance,  and  also  for  future  cases,  was 
this,  whether  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  justice  and  ex- 
pediency to  follow  the  former  course,  or  that  which  had  -ob- 
tained since  the  enactment  of  the  Greni'ille  law  f  For  the  for- 
mer he  certainly  w  as  an  advocate,  and  his  surprise  was  that 
any  deviation  from  it  had  ever  taken  j^ace ;  the  more  parti-\ 
cufarly  as  the  Grenville  act  prescribed  nothing  onthesubjeicr.t 
As  to  the  objectioir  urged  by  his  right  honouraUe-^fncnd* 
against  th^  examination  oiF  evidence  at  the  bar,  who  not  bcingf^ 
on  oath  might  differ  from  the  allegations  made  before  the- 
committee,  the  hon.  gentleman,  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  do»* 
prcciate  that  objection,  had  thought  proper  to  style  it  **  z.p^^ 
puTar  argument,*'  and  certainlj'  the  maxim  of  vox pt^lij  vaS^ 
Deij  was  never  more  applicable  than  to  an  argunleut  of  imtc 
irresistible  force.   But  althbugh  this  argument  was  so  forcible,, 
he  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  £ai*ther  hearing  rf 
oidcnccat  the  bar,  should  be  resisted  if  such  resistance  sbiottlcb 
appear  to  be  injurious  to  the  cause  of  justice,  or  unfmr  to* 
wards  the  individuals  concerned  in  the  case  before  the  house* 
There  was  no  pretence,  however,  for  saying  that  such  could 
be  the  consequence ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  as  fair  ta  argue 
.tliat  the  examination  of  evidence  not  oh  oath  at  the  bar, 
might,  be  injurious  to  the  accused  as  otherwise.     Witnesses 
might  go  beyond  their  former  statements,  and  might  aggra- 
vate the  case  against  the  accused.    Therefore  in  any  view  the 
further  hearing  demanded  by  the  hon.  gentleman  appeared  to 
him  quite  inadmissible. — He  observed  upon  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's allusion  to  analogy  and  reasoning  as  hostile  to  the  course 
proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  he  had  omitted  to  state  any 
pi-ecedent  to  sustain  his  statement  on  the  score  of  analogy* 
Those  precedents,  indeed  which  he  had  it  in*  his  power  to  state, 
were  very  few  compared  to  the  practice  that  prevailed  so  long 
before  the  existence  «f  the  Grenville  act.    The  hon.  gentle- 
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man  bod  arg«ed  that  it  would  be  iniquitous,  and  contrary  to 
any  precedent  of  law,  to  pronounce  sentence  without  honag 
rrkknce  upon  the  case  to  which  such  sentence  applied ;  but 
the  faon.  gendeman  must  ioriret  that  such  was  tdhe  firequent 
practice  in  the  court  of  King's  Benchi '  where  sentdKO  was 
pronounced  upon  cases  where  not  one'of  the  four  judges  l|ad 
ever  heard  the  evidence,  nor'had  any  «ther  knowledge  of  it 
dun  Aat  which  they  derived  from  the  notes  of  the  joc^e  wh9 
presided  at  the  trid;  which  not^,  by  the  way,  were  not  so 
much,   at  least  not  more  entitled  to  confidence  than  the 
minutes  of  the  evidence  in  the  report  be^e  the  house,  which 
were  taken  by  a  sworn  ^ort*hand  writer.     It  might  be  said 
that  the  jndges  pronouncing  upon  the  verdict  of  a  juiy  con«> 
sticoted  a  material  difierence,  but  it  was  to  be  observed^  that  a 
committee  formed  in  cases  ol  this  sort,  with  reUtion  to  the 
honae,  a  constitutional  tribunal  tantamtant  to  a  jury.  On  the 
ground  of  analogy  stated  by  the  hon.  gmtlexmm,  he  was  satxfr> 
fied  from  what  he  hadmen^med  that  it  was  unattainable,  and 
his  arguments  as  to  precedent  were  not  les^.  '  If  a  precedent 
were  wToog,  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  would,  he  ;^pre- 
hdided,  be  one  of  the  last  to  maintain  that  it  ouf^t  to  be  idt^ 
lowed.    That  the  case  of  Shoreham  was  not  felt/to  be  unex- 
ceptsonahie,  appeared  in  the  debates  abd  proceedings  on  the 
Oricklade  case,  and  in  the  instance  of  Great  Gristtby  akmc 
haid  it  been  followed.    Why,  then,  ^ould  such  a  practice^  if 
coouary  to  the  old  course,  which  he  reasserted  was  not  at  aU 
didogedby  theCtenville  act,  and  still  more  if  cootrarr  to  the 
ends  of  justice,  be  suficred  to  go  on  ?  It  was  pretendea,  in  the 
caK  before  the  house,  that  another  hearing  should  be  grantdQ 
to  the  parties,  because  they  might  have  new  light  to  bitroduce 
on  the  subJQct.  If  such  asuggesticm  were  attended  to  it  would 
form  an  argument  for  new  trials  ad  ift/lnitum.    The  accused 
had  already  been  aflfbrded  ample  opportunities  to  bring  for^ 
ward  any  evidence  in  exculpation  they  desired;  they  had  the 
ablest  counsel  that  could  be  obtained,  ,to  cross-examine  the  eri^^ 
dence  against  them  and  to  conduct  their  defence ;  th^efoFe-he 
saw  no  ground  whatever  to  induce  the  house  to  enter  into  the- 
case  apin.    In  the  case  of  Great  Grimst^,  where  the  house 
OKdered  evidence  to  the  bar,  it  appeared  that  the  returning 
officer  was  Hot  present  before  the  committee  who  reported 
against  him.    Here  then  there  was  ground  for  the  order, 
iHudi  constituted  a  material  difierence  from  the  matter  nqw 
before  the  house/  He  submitted  that  a  most  anomalous  course 
vns  reconunended  to  the  house  by  the  honourable  gentleman^ 
VoL.I-i80f«  R  namely, 
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namelf>  that  it  shpuI4  call  evidence  to  its  bar  for  in  ex  parte 
examination^  for  it  could.be  nothing  else,  as  the  house  must  be 
unable  .to  ibross^examine  the;  witnesses)  having  no  particular 
knowkdge.of  the.  transact  ions  to  which  their  evidence  was 
hkeaat  to  apply,  and  not  being  furnished  with  those  sug^^es- 
tiotis  for  crosi-exami^tioq  ><rhich  the  counsel  on  both  sides 
could  hav^  had  before  the  committee.  The  right  honC  gen- 
cleman»  considering  that  (tie  house  had  the  same  relation  to 
the  cocnmitt!ee$  xaH^r  the  new  jurisdiction  that  it  had  to  the 
commijttees  under  the  okl»  and  that  the  course  proposed  by 
<his  right  hon.  ftiend  was  preferable  for  many  reasons,  at  the 
•tame  time  that:  it:  did  not  bind  the  house  by  any  means  ser-> 
.vijely  to  actept  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  unless  they 
Vere  found  to.be  fully  justif]c4  hy  the  evidence,  stated  that  he 
'shonid  give  his  support  to  the  motion  before  the  house. 
~  /(/n /'wr,  in  expiaiuition,  insisted*  that  liis  statement  wa$ 
snisrejprestoted  by  the  learned  gentleman,  and  that,  upon  that 
imisrepres^tatiop,  a  great  part  ^lus  argument  was  growdecV 
Jie  did  not  say  that  there  was  no  precedent  in  law  for  pra- 
iiouncing  sentence  without  hearing  the  evidence  j  but  that  to 
pronounce -guilt  without  hearing  the.  evidence  of  the  cascj  was 
f]!npreoedettted-T-and  in  that  assertion  he  was  not  apprehen- 
sive, of  contradi$:tion  from  the  learned  gentleman  pr  any  other 
iajrycr*       f:  •     ■ 

:.    Mr,  Sheridian  agreed  entirely  witli  his  hon ».  friend  (Mr. 
-Fox),  whose  arguments  had  been  so  strong  tliat  lie  did  not 
think  it  at  all  iiepessary  to  reply  to  the  observations  that  ha^ 
.been  made  by  ^he  learned  gentleman  on  the  other  side.  There 
•.was  a*  prinotple,  however,  laid  down  by  the  learned  gentle- 
ttian,  that  if  the  returning  ofiicer  should  not  happen  to  be 
present  at  the  committee  who  might  report  against  his^  con- 
-duct^  there  would  then  be  ground  for  hearing  such  evidence 
•..at  the  bar  as  such  officer  might  feel  it  necessary  to  bring  for- 
-  vrzrd  for  his.  exculpation.     If  so,  then  the  course  proposed  by 
'  fhat  learned  gentleman's  right  hon.  friend  was  inadmissible. 
•  For  it  always  would  be  necessary  to  establish  a  preliminary  in- 
quiry, according  to  the  learned  gentleman *s  principle,  to  as- 
certain whether  the  returning  officer  was  present  at  the  com- 
.  mittee  before  the  houseproceeded  to  pronounce  judgment  upon 
,  him;  aiid  in  point  of  strict  justice,  this  inquiry  should  also 
.  go  to  Ais  point,  whether  the  returning  officer  was  oresent 
throughout,  or  wheth^  his  defence  was  perfected  before  the 
..committee  had  nnade  their  report.    In  the  case  before  the 
house,  he  could  say  that  the  defence  of  the  acqused  was  not 

♦       '     '••■  perfected. 
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perfected,  because  the  counsel  for  the  accused  did  not  con- 
ceive h  necessary  to  sum  up,  and  remark  upon  the  evidence  ; 
such  iras  that  learned  gentleman's  reliance  on  the  strength  of 
his  cHents.  To  supply  that  omission  vras  one  reiason  why  it 
vas  the  wisK  of  the  accused  to  he  heard  at  the  bar,  and  he 
coiild  state  thsct  those  gentlemen  would  feel  themselves  hardly 
treated^  if  they  were  refused  that  hearing.  It  did  app^r  that 
the  case  of  the  accused  was  but  partially  and  collaterally  taken 
iip,  and  imperfccly  heard  before  "the  committee^  and  they 
were  therefore  strongly  entitled,  from  common  equity,  to  be 
funhcr  heard  before  the  house  decided  on  their  case.  If  the 
house  proceeded  to  a  discussion  in  the  way  proposed,  it  would 
5e  as  well  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  the  accused,  from  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  at  once,  without  any  review  of 
the  evidence,  as  such  review  would  be  superfluous.         ^ 

L^r/i  Marsham  observed,  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
not  having  summed'  up  and  remarked  on  the  e\'idcTice  befbrc 
thic  committee,  was  no  fault  of  the  committee.  The  nobk; 
lord  thought  the  parties  ought  to  be  allowed  to  supply  that 
omission  by  hearing  their  counsel  at  the  bar.  ,    . 

In  some  farther  conversation  between  Mr:  Fox,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Attorney  General,  it  was 
understood  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Chaiicellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  opp.ose  the  hearing  of  counsel  upon  the<<^e^tion 
as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused;  but  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  observed,  that  upon  the  question  as  to  tifc 
measure  of  punishment,'  it  was  competent  to  any  member  to 
propose  the  calling  in  of  counsel.  .        .        /     . 

Afr,  Hawkins  Browne  supported  the  motioni  '^  In  adverting 
to  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  She- 
ridan) he  said  that  if  the  sheriffs  had  not  been  fully  heard* ki 
the  committee  it  was  owing  to  f heir  counsel,  for  he  under- 
»tood  that  it  had  been  a  matter  agreed*  between  the  counsel 
of  both  sides,  that  if  the  one  forbore  to  criminate  the  sheritt, 
the  other  would  be  less  urgent  in  their  defetice.  TothSs 
cause  he  therefore  attributed  the  courtsel's  not  summitig  up 
the  e\'idence  in  favour  of  the  sherifts,  Avhich  the-^hon.  gentle- 
3aii  had  alluded  to.  •      .  .  .        . 

*  Mr.  y.  Fifzgera/d  stztcd,  that  the  parliament  oPIrelandhad 
adcoted  the  Grenxnlle  act.  But  they  had  also  gone  farther 
and  adopted  it  with  an  amendment.  I'here  appeared  hereto 
be  XK>  particular  law  in  regard  to  the  returning  officer,  but  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  had  provided  by  express  act  for  ca^es  of 
the  kind  now  before  the  house    When  the  conduct  of  the 

R  2  returniog 
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returnmg  o&cttJw^  nude  the  subject  of  m?estIptioa»  care 
was  taken  he  sboiild  receiye  due  notice  of  it,  and  be  accord- 
inglv*  prepared  for  his  defence/  This  notice  the  committee 
was  Wind  to  give  him  before  they  could  institute  any  pro- 
ceedings against  him*  But  according  to  the  GrenviUc  act  the 
comnuttee  were  under  no  necessity  of  deciding  on  the  coq- 
duct  of  the  returning  officer;. this  duty  therabre  became 
more  particularly  the  province  of  the  house.  A  good  deal 
had  been  said  of  the  analogy  of  the  present  case  with  the 
proceedings  usual  in  courts  of  law.  Ihis  analogy  had  been 
denied  by  a  learned  gentleman  opposite,  who  had  referred 
them  to  the  practice  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench.  He  had 
only  to  remind  him)  however,  that  it  was  very  usual  in  such 
courts,  after  verdict  had  been  given*  to  receive  affidavits  fix>in 
the  parties.  There  was  such  a  thing  as  moving  for  a  new 
trial  and  an  arrest  of  judgment  in  those  courts,  which  might 
be  considered  as  nroceedings  somewhat  analogous  to  the  pre- 
«ent  question.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  professing 
himself  adverse  to  the  motion. 

ThcChancilhr  of  the  Exchequer  begged  leave  to  put  the 
hon.  gentleman  right  in  regard  to  the  duty  of  the  eommittee* 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  committee  was  not  bound  to 
jud|(e  of  the  returning  officer,  that  question  not  basing  before 
jt  in  vvtue  of  the  GrenviBe  act;  but  had  the  hon.  gentleman 
'kid  recourse  to  the  votes  of  the  house,  he  would *have  found 
jjM,  the  petition  of  Mr.  Mainwaring  complained  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  sheriffs  expressly,  and  that  this  petition,  with  the 
complaint,  was  referred  to  the  committee.  'J  he  condua  of 
the  sheriff,  therefore,  became  the  direct  sutgcct  of  thecom^^ 
BUttee's  investigation. 

The  ^lestiim  being  then  called  for,  the  gallery  was  cleaxc4> 
and  strangers  were  croered  to  withdraw;  but  no  divisidn  took 
place,  nor  were  we  again  ^adnutted  into  the  galler]r.-«»-We 
Seamed,  however,  that  Afr.  Pitt's  motion  was  acceded  to,  ^d 
the  order  discharged  accordingly.  On  the  next  question, 
whether  the  house  should  a^ee  to  the  first  resolution  of  the 
committee^  a  long  conversation  took  place,  in  which,  we  tm-* 
>4entand,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Fox  ka4 
«  very  considerable  share.  At  length  the  debate  Ottfhe  first 
.  resolution  of  the  committee  was  pos^oned  till  that  da  j  w^k. 

Adjoucoed  at  half  past  nine. 
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The  rsak  duty  and  penson  duty  bills  were  r^sK}  ^  tl^d 
iiioe,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

A  message  was  afterwards  received  from  the  Common% 
stating  that  tlvey  had  agreed  tz>  the  Lords'  am^adin<;ot  in 
the  pension  duty  bilL 

Lord  Mulgrave  presented  the  copies  of  the  paf^rs  relative 
to  the  rupture  with  Spain,  which  Twere  the  preceding  day  or- 
dered  to  be  produced. — Ordered;td  be  printed.-;-i^djoiv9ibdL 


HODSE    OF    COMMONS; 

WEbN£~SDAT»  FEBRUARY  6, 

A  person  from  the  B^onk  ^f  Enghnd  presented  <ertm 
acaMmts-from  the  commissiooers  for  t)\e  reduction  of  thenar 
iiooal  debt,  which  were  ordered  tp  lie.  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fuller  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an 
account  of  die  quantity  of  hops  -gxtvwhih  the  county  of  Sus- 
sex, fromtlie  year  ly^to  the  endjof  the  7ear*i8o4»  dlsts:^- 
gdAiog  the  quantity  of  each  yeai^  and  tixe  amount  of  the 
tax  oo  die  asme. — Ordeitd. 

,  A  message  &Mi  the  Lords  iafisrnEied  the  house  of  their 
loidst^^  concurrence  in  the  malt .  dyty .  bill  without^  SMEif 
asneftdaieuti  and  of  their  concucrenee  with,  the  .pension^  &<• 
dtfties  bill,  with  zn  amendment^  ta  which  diiey  desired. the 
eoncorrence  of  the  hoosc. 

Mr.  WiB)«foixe  ^fvre  notice,  that  it  washismtemioatb 
submit  to  the  house,  on  Friday  se'nn^ht^  a  motion,  for  the 
abofition  of  the  shvetrade. 

Oik  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lasceiles,  that  the  hpuse  take  into 
ita  cpnsid^Htidn  the  message  of  the  JUords,.  relative  to  the 
-peasicm  duty  billy 

The  aauendment  made  by  their  lordships  was  read  by  th^ 
cleik,«Ml  was  mcl<e)y  of  a  verbal  nature. 

Thie  S^mhr  stated,,  that  he  thought,  it  his  du^  to.  call  the 

.'  attention  of.  the  house  to  that  strict  jealousy  with  which  they 

had 'always'  watched  over  their  privities.    It  had  been  the 

.  Mifortn  practice  of  the  house,  when  any  amendment  made  by 

the  Lords  afiected  the  substance  of  a  money  bill,  not  to  C09- 

Sam  to  ii  1^  any  meansj  but  if  the  error  was  merely  of  ta 

deri&l  nttUtt,  it  wasusual  to  admit  the  amendment.    How-- 

'e^tri£Sn^^  matter  ^teight  appear,  it  must  always  be  of 

-*''**  the 
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the  utmost  importance  to,  th^  hous^^  as -it  vas  hard  to  satj, 
vrere  such  a  matter  once  overlooked,  where  it  might  stop. 

After  some  observations  firdm  Sir  W.  Yoimg,  the  amend- 
ment wasxead  a  second  time,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  the 
Lords,  the  Speaker  having  assured  the  hoQse  that  he  would 
take  (SaiTC  that  a  spedal  entry  of  the  same  shpuld  be  made*    , 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  a  copy  of  Colonel  Freni;h's 
letters  of  service,  moved  for  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Wind^ 
j^am. 

'  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huakisson,  the  assessed  tax  comr 
misgiopccs  bill  was  read  ,a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  the 
Lords*  / 

The  three  ^  millions  exchequer  bills'  bill'  went  through  a 
committee,  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  it  was  ordered  that  the  house 
go  into  a  committee  the  next  day  on  the  act  .of .the  44th  of 
the  present  King,  chap*  23. 

LOYALTY  LOAN.      ' 

The  Qhancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  on  consideration 
lie  thought  it  more,  advisable^  inatead  of  brioging  on  this  bu- 
sines9  at  preseut  as  had  ,been  his  intt;ntion,  to  refer  it  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee  of.  the.  whole  house  the  ne^t 
day:  he  would,  however,  avail  himself  of  .jj^e  present  oppor* 
tunity  to  state  a  few  of  the  cir^im^tances  attending  it  to  th^ 
house*  Out  of  22  millions,  the  whole  amount  of  the  loyalty 
loan^  subscribers  to  above  13  millions  had  agreed  to  accept  ^f 
the  t^ms  offered  to  them  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament. Other  subscribers  to  the  amount  of  about  4  millions 
and  a  half,  had  expressed  their  wish  to  be  paid  off.  l^o  sa» 
tisfy  these  gentlemen  he  intended  to  propose^  allowing-  them 
the  difference  between  what  they  held  and  the  three  per.  cents, 
and  to  allow  them  a  bonus  of  i^  per  cent,  ^^ft^r  a  few 
more  observations,  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x.che<[uer  moved, 
that  the  house  should  the  next  day  resolve  itself  into  ^  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  to  take  into  co|\sideration  ti^ 
act  of  last  session  respecting  the  loyalty  loan.-r- Agreed  tp.  . 

PUBLIC  FORCfe.  " 

Mn  AT.  PoUy  in  consequexice  of  some  errors  and  oml&sipps 
in  the  accounts  oijl  the  table,,  from  the  adjutant-general's  of- 
£ce,  with  resiiect  to  the  ar|iliery,  ^,ought  it  ne^cssytfy  to 
move  for  a  fuller  and  more,  perfect  account  of  that  desffiption 
of  cur  force.    'Il\e  hon.  gentleman  .t^reforn  lo^oVed  tor  a 

*  *    *    return 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


F£B.6.V  MiSCEtLAMCAJS.  Mi 

return  of  the  number  of  effioMit  men  recruited  for  the  nse- 
of  the  artillery,  from  the  ist  of  January  1804,  to  the  ist 
of  January  1805,  distinguishing  those  recruited  since  the  I3t' 
of  June  last,iiAether  gunned,  drivers,  slrtificers,  or  labour- 
ers. The  three  hst  descriptions  of  persons^  he  6baenred,< 
were  as  much  subject  to  the  mutiny  bill,  as  necessary  and 
nscitil.^and  as  much  liable  to  be  caUed  on  for  general  service, 
as  the  gunners.  It  was  of  course  right  that  the  house,  vi 
proceeding  to  estimate  the  amount  of  our  force,  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  their  number.  The  motion  was  agreed 
to,  as  was  the  following — *'  that  an  account  should  be  laid 
bdbre  the  house,  of  the  total  number  of  efficient  men  be- 
longing  to  the  artillery,  in  the  united  kingdom,  and  in  the 
islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  whether  gunners,  drivers, 
artificers,  or  labourers,  &c.  on  the  ist  of  January  1804,  and 
also  on  the  ist  of  January  1805."  A  similar  account  was 
ordo-cd  of  the  artilleryj  ice.  on  all  our  foreign  stations,  as 
6r  as  the  last  returns  received  could  enable  the  same  to  be 
made  out. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mn  Windham,  that  ^  rerura 
should  be  laid  before  the  hoose  of  the  numba:  and  rank  of 
the  commisrioned  and  non^commissbned  officers,  attached  to 
the  office  of  the  inspector-general  of  the  recruiting  service^ 
or  employed  under  his  orcters,  together  with  the  expense  at^* 
fending  the  same,  in  the  years  1802,  1803,  and  1804. 
'  The  Chancellor  of  the.  Exchequer  hid  on  the  table  some 
Ittrther  papers  respecting  the  negotiation  with  Spain,*  copies 
df  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  were  ready  to  be 
gstribmed  to  the  membm. 

Lord  Titttpie  expressed  a  hope  that  as  this  formed  the  fourth 
parcel  of  papers  on  this  subject,  and  as  they  were  so  volu* 
nmuMi^  as  to  require  much  time  for  examination  and  com* 
parison,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  have  no  objection  to 
postpone  the  discussion  until  Monday.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  coiiseQted  to  this  necessary  delay,  the  noble  lord 
moDitiOned  that  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  whose 
motion  stood  for  &at  day,  was  willing  to  give  way,  and  post* 
pone  his  motion  to  some  future  day. 

The  Chancelimr  of  the  Exchequer  said  that,  althou^  it  would 
affbrd  him  more  satisfiiction  to  have  this  iinportant  matter 
discussed  on  Friday,  yet  with  the  view  stated  by  the  noble 
iDrtt,*he  should  agree  to  postpone  it  till  Monday  next,  fully 
pernttded  that  the  ^ore  tiie  papers  on  the  table  were  exa-^ 
'  *     "    ^  See  ^an  IV.  of  the  Spanish  PiiPiAt^ 

'  mined. 
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minedi  the  niore  the  prooeedisigs  of  hi^  va^^stf^  gpvermnqit 
xKtciihcypto  mieet  the  unanimous  approbation  of  that  house 
akid  the  country  .  He  wished,  however)  to  be  understood, 
that  aiit  w^  highly  desirable  to  have  the  sense  qf.  the  house 
expressed^  as  soon  as  possible  upon  this  subject,  the  pps^ne- 
ment  to  Monday  would  be  final. 

*  After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Windham,  Mr*  Pitt,, 
Mr.  Wittiam  Smith,  and  a  few  observations  from  the  Speaket;^ 
St  was^agreed  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham  should  stand 
fer  Thursdar*  the  right  hon.  gentlem^ui,  however,  observing^ 
that  he  would  prefer^  Friday,  should  Mr.  Wilberforce,  who 
had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  that  d?y,  assent  to  postpone 
it  ferther. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  FEUHUARY  7. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  tp  .the  insoL^qilit 
debtors'  explanation  act,  the  malt  duty  and  pension  duty  acts> 
tnd-to  %  naturalisation  act.  The  cooMnksioBfrs  werty  the 
Lord  GhttRceHor,  Earl  Speacer,  andXord  Walw^hani. 

£arl  Spencer  moved  that,  on  account  ol*  Lord  GfftmUeZp 
indisposition,  t^e  consideration  of  the  Spanish  .pfy9$  thovki 
he  postponed  from  the  sieit  to  jome  future  day. 

LffrJ  Afulgrave  had  no  ofa|ection,  as  the  noble  kpnd  kti 
^hewn  so  much  interest  on  the  subject^  and  as,  firocn  tke  aili»» 
tipn  he  had  formerly  held  in  the  cfnmtry,  hb  ^Nn^  9mt$> 
be  entitled  to  some  weighty  that  the  .business  should  ^  d^ 
iayed  to  some  early  day,  when  it  might  be  in  hi$  pc^Pin  t» 
aflend.  .  After  some  conversation  on  thi^  point  his  lDrdibq;> 
moved,  that  the  order  do  stand  for  Monday  mxtf  wliieli  ^ — 
agreeci  to;  Earl  Damley  having  also  agrecdf  on  t  ~ 
to  postpone  his  mdcion. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  FE|»UA,RY  7. 

Mr».Quarme>  deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod,  ac^ainted 
the  Speaker  that  the  presence  of  this  honourable  house  was 
requested  in  the  House  of  Peers.  The  r^ht  hoow  0k^ 
Speaker,  accompanied  by  sc^Fcral  members,  accoidiai^y  pro- 
reeded  to  the  upper  house.  On  iiis  return  the  Spcadoer  in- 
fc^rmed  the  ^ouse  that  they  hadheard  thetoyal  aaaent  gtvca 
by  commission  to  the  madtduty  biii^.thepcQsions  andpenoaal 

estates 
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estites  duties  bill,  and  the  Irlsoltent  debtors'  act  amendment 

ba.       '  ....'- 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  sccretarjr  of 
state  for  Irel^d,  presented,  pursuant  to  ordct,  co|)ics  of  let* 
tcrs  which  hid  been  sent  frbm  the  thibf  secretary  to  thfc 
boards  of  ihistoms  ahd  excise  rcliative  to  Hie  Better  collection 
of  dutfcs  In  thbsd  departments  iii  futute.-i-OWered  to  be. 
jffintedi  and  to  lie  on  the  tibk. 

A  person  frdm  the  Ldndon  Docfc  dothpanf  presented  at 
the  bar  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
London  Dock  Company,  frdm  th^  ist  rtf  jfunc  l8c^»  to  the 
;^<ith  of  Novembcf  t8o4,  together  With;  the  report  of  ^hc 
London  Ddek  Directors  relative  to  the  progress  of  theiir 
works.-s-Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Huskisson,  in  the  absence  bf  his  fight  Hon.  friend  (Sis* 
Evan  NepeaA),  gaVe  notice,  that  the  ne^il  day  a  motioti  wbiiid 
be  made  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  suspension  of  thcJ* 
habeas  corpus  art,  i5>r  a  time  tcJ  be  limited,  in  Ireland. 

ABOLiTiOiv  qF  me  suive  trahe; 

J/r.  IIV/A#jrfifr^.haTin0- teamed  that  a  conversation  had 
t0SKn  pljce  the  preceding  ni^t  on  the  subject  of  altering  noA? 
ticet  flfarady  fixed  for  motions  on  particular  days,  wished  itta* 
be  understood,  diat  iic  did  not  vrisK  to  interfere  \vzth  qoes- 
tiitfH  so  fdtimatdy  connected:  with  the  pabHc  interest,  as  that 
o^'his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham). .  As  the  sense  of  ^ 
pMbment  had  been  sufficiently  declared  last  session  on  the 
^lifcstion  to  which  his  emotion  referred,  ^nd  there  was  no  like- 
hfl6od  that  any  protracted  discussion  could  take  place  oti  it^ 
}yi  had  no  objection  to  give  up  Friday  to  his  right  hbn.  friend,  * 
pfdvidcd  he  shoold  be  allowed  to  bthig  forward  his  niotion 
xJtoftersday.   •  .      . 

A  conversation  of  some  length  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
Windham  stated  the  motives  that  had  induced  the  delay  of 
his  motion^  which  were  by  no  means  personal  to  himself, 
nor  had  arisen  from  any  wish  on  his  pdrt,  but  purely  from  % 
spirit  of  acedmmddation  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  ^de 
'^  the  house,  and  insisted,  thut  though  a  priority  in  point  of 
^ifgenry  Was  due  t6  iSht  consideration  of  the  Spanish  papers, 
tmro  days  were  Dot  a  syMcient  time  for  gentlethen  to  transfer 
their  ronridefitidn  frotn  one  important  subject  to  another, 
for  which  reason,  he  thought  it  luit  unreasonable  to  pt-opo^e,« 
if  any  arrangement  could  be  tnteiey'^Eviucli  he  fiKired  was"^itm» 
>f^Vk  in  the  aMeiKre  of  the  rjght  Aph*  gtetleman  (tht 
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QiAiurellot  of^che  Eitchc^uer))  that  hi&  mocion  should  be 
fixed  for  Monday  sc'nnight,  and  the  budgfet  for  some  subse- 

^Jjprd  Cjiitlereagh  cooldnot,  in  the  absence  of  his  right  hon* 
fricBd^tl^e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  take  upon  him  to 
decide  xrhat  migl^t  be  the  motives  either  to  bring  forward  or 
clefer  »  question  of  such  magnitude  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  as  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year,  but  submitted  t<^ 
hi|s  tvQf^  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  whether  he  would  not  be* 
s^ti^fkfJ  to  waive  tis  right  to  Friday,  under  an  understanding 
that  if  anv  public  grounds  should  arise  for  deferring  the  bud- 
get from  Monday^  his  motion  should  be  brought  rorward  on 
that  day^  or  if  the  Chsmcellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  bring 
forward  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year  an  that  day,  his  hon* 
frietKfs  motion  might  come  on  the  next  following  open  day. 

.  Vix^  Windham,  Mr.  W^bciforce,  and  Lord  Caatlereaghy 
sipvorally  renewed  their  observations  on  the  subject, -but  th© 
conversation  closed  without  any  alteration  having  been  made 
m  the  order  of  the  motions,  Mn  Windham's  standing  for 
Thursday,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce's  for  Friday. 

\  Mrr  W.  Pok  presented  the  artillery  returns  which  he 
mcTied  for  the  preceding  day.-^-Ordcrcd  to  He  on  the  tabic, 
aDdto be  printed. 

•  Mr*  Locker  presented  a  copy  of  the  commission  of  the 
cttoisrussioners  for  the  affairs  of  the  navy^^Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

'/  LOYALTY  LOAK. 

Mp^"  Huskissqff  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  committee  - 
of  the  whole  house  qn  i^he  loyalty  loan  act. 

^  The  house  having. r«ii9lyed  into  the  committee^ 

Mr.  Huskisson  informed  the  committee,  that  as  his^righc 
hon.  friend  (ttf^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  the  prc- 
^ding  day  stated  to  the  house  the  plan  he  proposed  to  follow* 
with,  respect  lo  thk^tiject,  it  woidd  be  unnecessary  for  him  to 
t^ke.irp  th€time  of  the  committee^  He  should  thertfqre 
content  himself  barely  with  moving-  the  sesolutioos.  The 
%!it  resolution  provided,  that  suc^  of  fhose.  holders  of  loyalty 
Ipafi^  as  had  given  notice  on  or  previous  to  OcU)bcr  lo,  18043^' 
ti^at  they  wisb^  to  be.paid  offonrthe  5th  of  Apri^  18059 
should,  by  giiving  Botkejto  that  eftec^pr(|viou^  to  the  loth  oF 
March  1805,  be  eotitiect  oil  the  5th  <>f  April  for  every  lool. 
(iftenture^  t^s^ch .a  proportion  i^f  the  iive.per  centst.  as  should 
bf-'rqi^'tQ  .rMo\.  ^^erlings  wt^hr  a  b^m^  of  ooe  »tid  a 

tw.    "      ^      **       ^?  \  Wf 
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half  per  cent,  on  pycry  .^oqI.  sterling,  pif^such  a  pro^- 
portion  of  the  three  per  cents;  a$  sfhould  tfe^^qual  to  lool. 
sterlingy  with  a  bonus  of  one  quartet  per  cent,  which 
bonus,  in  the  former.  ca$e,  would  ^mouf)t*t^,)l>.9s.  pbr*t4oK 
sterling,  and  in  the  buer  to  .17$.  p^.io<>l<  the  prke  of  theirer 
spective  funds  to  be  struck  b^r,  thp  cUr^etprs  <>f  the  bartk  t>f 
England,  on  an  average  of  the  ten  dav€of  ^ale  [air^cedtng  the 
loth  of  Maif  h  180 J. ,  llie  second  gate  pdwersto  the  lords 
of  the  treasury  to  contract  for  a  l«a.n  tp.  ^:l\e  aiiK>unt  of  (hof 
part  of  the  loyalty  loan.wliich  n^j^  ^^  he  subscribed  uildeir 
the  foregoing,  term^  .,         1 

'J*hc  resolutions  wctq  agreed  to,-  after  ;l  few;«observarion« 
from  Mr/I^horntoi^jfind  lylr*..{Iu^Ji>ii^irs  ^and  Qt)  the  lu>usiC 
being  resumed,  the  rcp6a..Av:;|s.ordered:to  berCQcseivcd.the  next 
day.     _  .   .  .....'.,"  •  .:  ' 

Mr.  Wilberforce  moved,  that  f;here  he.  I^id  before  lbehx>«sd 
copies  of  any  correspondence  >tbat  ha4  takai  .place  betiireeit 
his  xnajesty's  secretaries  of  ^tutei  and'  the  gdvernoi^s  dr  ^o^Kr 
civi^  authorities  of  tl^e.  coU^i^  since  thei  i3l!h.  fghhxBiff 
i8of.-^Ordered«  -•        -  . 

Ulic  3^000,0001.  exchc<jj|(tj^,bilU*  bill,  tw  .repoOied, — Qr-» 
dercd  to  be  read  a  third  time.  Qcxt  day» 

The  letters  of  seryicq  J» .C^U  trench  for  Iris icf^  WonJU  .tm^ 
the  potion  o£  Mr.  Eiliott^  f^J^vcd  to  be  pr^ated*- .-  .  * 

TIic  house,  on  the  in(Hipn..of  Mf.  H\)skissotl, N^ent  Into  ^ 
CQoanuttee  on  the  act  pf  tb9r44th  of  In^:  il)9Jeaty,  relative  x^ 
the  Greenland  fishery.  In  the.  committee,  Mr.  Huskis^on* 
statrt),  that  the  object  of  hij^  np^tion.  was  only  to  ohtvn  ietv/^  . 
to  renew  a  bill  for  allowing  ve^sela  in  the.  OreenXund  tra<^e 
to  complete  their  complexDent  of  men  m  ci^rtain  ports.  The 
resolutions  were  agreed  to,  ai)d  the  h<Mjse  being  resumed,. 
LIr.  Alexander  pbuiaed  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill. — Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

FRIDAV,  FEBRUARY  8. 

Lords  Landaff  and-Here&M*d  were  sworn  imd  took  their 
scirrs. 

Counsel  were  heard  rehti^  to  the  appeal  cause,  Glover  v.- 
CJnvcr.     Judgment  postponed  till  Monday. 

The  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded. 

The  further  proceedings  in  the  committee  of.  privileges  on 
the  fUim  to  the  Rous  peerage  were  postponed  from  Tuesday 
^Thursday  next. — Adjourned  till  Monday. 

-^  Ssi  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  QF  P0MM0>fs/ 

f  iUDAX,  FCBRUARY  8. 

Mr.  Highaiii,  from  the  offi^  erf  the  commissioners  foi^  the 
Tcduotion  of  the  national  debt)  ptesdnted  the  annual  account 
of  these  commissioners  for  the  last  year. 
•  «V|V  W,  'Toung  rose  to  submit  to  the  house  several  motions 
rcspcctinji:  the  West  India  trade.  His  hon.  friend  had  given 
Notice  of  his  intended  motion  for  the  abolhion  of  the  slave 
vrado.  With  tlus  important  question  the  hon.  baronet  thbug^t 
the  interests  of  the  West  India  trade  were  closely  conwpttdd. 
PDev<ious,  therefore)  to  the  discussion  of  that  question  it  wa$ 
his  wish  to  hare  certain  accounts  submitted  to  the  hoiise  that 
fBxynld  shew  the*  state  of  our  trade  with  the  West  Indies^  and 
what  we  had  either  to  hope  or  fear  from  a  measure -that 
would  affect  them  so  nearly.  He  should  have  beeii  glad  if 
«fiy  other  hon.  member  more  conversant  in  the  subject  thaq 
lie  was  had  anticipated  hiSn  in  the  propositions  he  \vzi  gbitig 
f9  submit;  but  rtthct  than  not  have  the  adtahfage  of  thefiTt«>* 
formation  it  was  his  intention  to  move  for,  he  had  t^keii  tlii 
dutjroii  himself)  nnd  as  the  dSscussion  of  hb  horn  friend*^ 
motion  was  fixed  for  so  early  a  day,  he  had  for  the  same  rea- 
ibn  tbro>9rght-  forward  his  propositions  without  the  formality 
of  any  previous  iiotice.-*-The  hon.  baronet  then  moved,  that 
ihert:  be  laid  before  the  house  aii  account  of  the  tjuantity  of 
taw  sugar  iqiported  into  this  colnitry  from  the  West  In<fics,' 
and  of  the  quantity  of  fefined  sugars  exported  from  this 
^Motry,  -^th  the  duties  atid  drawbacks  on  the  same,  for  the 
la^  threfe  years,  up  to  5th  of  January  1 805. 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  atcount  of  the 
quantity  of  rum  imported  to  this  country  and  exported  fronri 
it,  with  the  duties  anti  drawbacks  thereon,  for  the  same  pe^ 
riod. 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of  British  manulactures  exported  from  this  country 
to  tlic  British  settlements  in  the  Wiest  Indies,  from  the  5th  clf 
January  lfto4)  ^o  the  $th  of  January  18054 

As  also  an  account  of  the  British  ships  that  have  been  ttot- 
ployed  in  the  import  and  e^fport  to  and  from  the  British  West 
India  plantations  for  the  same  period. — Ordered. 

llic  mutiny  bill  was  presented,  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  rea)jl  a  second  time  on  ^Monday* 

The  Secrctai-y^t  War  gave  notice,  that  in  consequence  of 
ah  application  tliat  had  been  made  to  him,  it  19^  his  inteotioa. 


to 
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to  ttHPfc  in  the  committeey  for  the  amendtnent  -of  a  chvtsst 
iBtrockiced  into  the  bill  a  few  years  agb  relative  to  the  carriage 
OD  ooiab.  This  cbine  was  at  first  •HiteDded  to  permit  ^ 
carriage  of  baggage  ,toU  fretf  in  removing  troops  from  one 
place  to  another.  It  was,  however;  ix%  some  instances  con*  - 
sirued  to  warrant  the  free  pass^e  of  ordnance  stores,  which 
would  be  a  great. oppression,  and  it  wouldvbc  the  objtct  of 
iu$  asiafulmcnt  to  remedy  this  eroor. 

Mr.  Rose  l»oiighl  in  the  biil  for»  enabling  the  Greenland 
whalers  to  complete  their  crews*    Read  a  fim  time,  and  oit. 
dered  to  be  read  a  second  time.on  Monday. 
.    The  exchequer  blBs'  bill  was  xead  a  third  time  and  |5assed« 

Mr.  Alexander  reported  from  the  committee  on  the  loyalty 
ksui.  JLeave  was  given  to  hring.in  abill  conformably. to  the 
resohnioos. 

^UDGE  JOHNSON. 

3sfr.  James  Fit^rMi  ii)  conse<iu^nce  of  the.d^terqiinai^ 
uon  of  tbe  (Court  of  King's  Bei^cht  in  Ireland^  on  Jthe  con* 
vtnictioQ  of  the  act .  {^/i$ed  ii^  the .  last  sjessign,  for  tl\e.z}iore 
easy  trial  erf*  offenders  escaping  iirom  ope  part  of  the  un^^. 
kiagjdaoi  to  another^  in.  which  det^rnunatio|^  the  constr^tion 
jiad  b^i  established  by  |he  opinion  of  two  judges  ^gaji^ 
that  of  one }  in  consequence  also  of  the  great,  agita^i^  that, 
had  arisen  in  Ireland  on  this  determination,  and  assured  of 
the  concurrence  of  tlie  gentlemen  of  the  Irish  bar,  who,  if 
xhey  did  not  concur  with  him,-  would  h^ve  abondoneS*  all 
that  independence  of  judgment,  and  all  those  sound. prij». 
cipks  of  bw  and  reason  of  which  they  had  ever  been  so  faoi^ 
aourably  tenacious,  fdt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
tmuse  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  ^oe^on,  which  so  fla- 
grantly caUsd  for  amcndmost  in  the  pomt  he  alluded  to.  •  He 
should  have  felt  it  his  Juty  to  give  notice  of  a  particular  md^* 
uon  on  this  head»  if  he  did  not  think  the  amendment  would 
come  better  frofn  tbe  garter  in  which,  the  act  had  origins^, 
ilc  trusted  the  honousable  and  learned  author  of  the  act 
woukl  pSl-r  such  amendment  as  would  be  best  cafeulated  to. 
preserve  tbc  spirit  of  the  act,  and  at  the  same  time  to  re* 
move  every  thmg  that  could  give  rise  to  such  unjust  con* 
stmction. 

The  Attorney  Qeneral  had  no  difficulty  in  allowing  that  the 
act  required  amendment  in  some  points ;  at  the  same  time 
he  doubted  whether  the  amendments  he  thought  it  reqvnred, 
were  the  $am£  that  were  wished  for  by  tbe  hoxu  gentiemaot 
^.  •  for 
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ior  he  kncwof  n&  .imendmems  tliat  t^re  rttideftd' nfite^isfrf 
bjr  the  proceedings  in  that  court>  nor  did  he  thmh  it  riglit  m 
the  prescqt  state  of  those  proceedings '4;o  prejudice  the  ^ttscus*. 
BOnt  of  the  casie  *now  before  itbt  dourts,  bf^  pnirliamaitarf 
djTctaration  of  the  sense  4)f  the  house  iipou  the  constru(;tiott 
•f theact.  .   .  :.  G.  ....... 

'.  ,  ilf^.  Phiigtreld  said,  that  accordinrff  to  hh  view  of  tliejus*- 
txcc  of  the  case,  the  person  t^ken  up  should  be  at  liberty  to 
^ivd  bail  'where  thd.afirest.  took  place/  for  his  appearance 
where  tl^  ofietice  \va$  coHimittcd.  It  could  never  have  beert 
the  intention  of  theirainep  of  the  iict,  that  a  persoti  arrested 
ih  Irebndfor^i)SiiiaUe.oSencecommittedin  England,  «hou Id 
ive  broir^ht  to  tfatf'place  where  the  oflenoe  .was  committed, 
whhout  being  ^owdd  to  give  bail;  or  th^  a  person  iarrested 
in  England  for  an  oftence  committed  in  Ireland,  sbottld  ba 
conveyed  to  that  country^  without,  iiyailing  hixnself  of  the 
legal  mode  of  libcratioh  till  the  time  of  trial.^ 
••^  'lit*  jftto^iify  Geh^at^jn  explanation,  agreed  perfectjly,  th^ 
iiit  tvH  cdmptained  of^'^bf  the  learned  gentleman,  hrad  never 
tem  in'  his  cobtemplatfo^.'  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  la<;c 
ses^niM  liid'been  cofiied  from  the  act  of  13th  Geo^  HF.  be<^ 
t#een  Engraiid' ttnd  Gotland,  in  which*  the  defect*  had  no^ 
Metl  noticed  until  the  occurrence  >)bw  alluded  tcfa^d  dis^ 
ai^^toxi  it  in  both.  .  * 

■•;   .         •  .  '  .  '       •        '  'i    I         •',   '       ■ 

ARUPSTS  FQH  TREASON  IN  XHELANO. 

'  Jitr*  f^U^eraU -propoit&to  move  for  an  account  of  all  per« 
^eos  (imprisoned  in  Irekmd  on  treasonable  charges,  together 
with  the  causes  of  their  arrests,  their  means  of  stib6isten<:e 
iHUle  'in  prison,  ami  how  amd  when  such  of  them  as  hod  beoi- 
libl^raeed  were  ■  discharged*  In  answer  to  Sir  Evan  Nqpeao, 
vftio  expressed  a  difficulty  of  stating  particularly  the  groundsr 
ef  oommitmcfit  lest  it  should  lead  ^o  a  discovery  of  thechan- 
,neb  thnxigh'  which  government  had  its  information,  Mr» 
I1ts{g[erald  ^aid,  fae  widKd  merely  to  know  generally  the 
ground  stated  in  the  oommitmcnt,  for  thepurpose  of  ascer- 
taintng  bow.  the  govemdicnt  of  hdand  had  executed  the  act, 
therenewal  of  which! ts^as  to  be  that  night  moved  for;  whe-* 
ther  it  deserved  tlie  character  of  moderation  that  was  claioMd- 
for  it  by  some,  or  the  imputation  of  severity  that  was  cast  on* 
it  "by  others,  an  elucidation  which  the  right  hon«  baronet 
OUgllt  to  wish  for  as  much  as  he. 

.'TiK  motion' being  cleared  of  some  superfluous  words  byl 
tjie  suggestion  of  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer,  so  as  ta 

comprehend 
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comprehend  only  persons  committed  for  state  olKmeesi  under 
the  aa  for  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corptis,  the  gc&erat 
cause  of 'their  commitmenti  together  with  the  time^  tfaichr 
discharge,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  gave  notice  that  he  would  put  tbe^ 
qhcstion  on  it  on  Mondaf . 

Mr.  IVindhatHy  as  the  budget  kotxld  not  be  postponed,  gave 
notice  that  he  would  bring  fonvard  hi»  motion  on  the  stat€  of 
the  army,  on  Thursday  se'rinii^ht.  He  said  the  delay  now 
proposed  was  the  only  one  that  had  arisen  from  hinr  of  the 
various  delays  this  motion  had  undergone,  in  consequence  oP 
the  priority  of  the  discussion  of  the  affa«  with  Spain.  '  Hc- 
hoped  it  would  not  be  put  off  further.  .     ..* 

'ilic  CbanceHcr  of  the  Exchequer  w-ould  have  been  extrenttly 
happy  to  postpone  the  budget,  if  it,  w^re  not  desirable  that  it: 
should  be  brought  forward  with  very  little  delay,  whichcould' 
not  be  if  it  were  put  off  from  Monday,  tlie  succeeding  Wed-' 
nesday  being  the  last  day.  He  took  thii  occasion  of  s«(;gest^ 
ing  the  propriety  of  putting  off  the  discuscrion  of  the  qucs-- 
tion  relating  to  the  Middlesex  election,  which  stood  -i^- 
Tuesday,  as  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  discuss  it  on  tlust; 
night,  after  the  probable  late  sitting  of  the  night  preceding. 
•  'l*he  order  fixing  the  discussion  of  the  Middlesex  ^lecckm 
(ot  Tuesday  was  discharged,  and  a  new  oriler  made' for 
Thursday.  - 

The  Secretary  at  War,  in  answien  td^  question  from  Mn 
Windham,  stated,  that  the  300  boysHMoiioded  in  one  of  the 
recruiting  accounts  presented  last  we^^  wer^  part  of  the  500 
which  the  particular  levy  amounted  t6.' 

Sir  John  Anderson  presemedtt  ptflition  ftckvt  the  home  oC 
Chalmers  and  Cowie,  praying*  to  be  indeomified  for  a  ]iom 
amounting  to  ^5,0001*  on  a  quantity  ^of  herrings  purchaiied 
by  them  in  Sweden,  for  the  relief  of  ^the  people  here,  in  the- 
scarcity  in  1800,  and  <fetainod  in  Siif^ddn,  by  thts  tfmbar|;o; 
in  consequence  of  the  dispute  with  di^t-northeen  powers.  - 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  £xcheqTier' ^e  the.  rccomm<(nda- 
tion  of  the  crown  to  bring  the  merits  6f  the  case  before  the 
bouse,  without  pledging' himself  ta  "lupport  iheapplicacibn. 

The  petition  was  neforred  to  a  commi^ee« 

*i  '  •      ^*  *      •'       .  :  •  .   y    r 

SOS^XNSION  Of  THE  HABEAS  COftfUS  ACT  XN  IRJ^.Al^D^      ,. 

Sir  Evan  N^pian%  pmtMa&t  to'nmice^  -mo^icd  .fotlmve.Mi 
bring  in  a  bi&  fpr  the  further  contimtance  pt  chc^act  of -^sd: 
Geo.  III.  ibrlhc  suspension  of  the  habeas  edcpis  art  inlre^ 
land.    The  continuation  W4s  repd^se^eqeKsary  i^  :^e  tx^ 

^  .  tcnv-- 
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talcc  of  disaSccUpOi  tii  a  considerable  dcgree»  in  Ireland  ; 
lljr  the  avo^ved  detcrniiaation  of  the  enemy  to  invade  that 
eouatrj.>  and. the  preparations  notpriously  made  for  that  in^ 
vasiboi  bythc  £ict  of  the  collection  and  associattcm  of  a- 
number  of  Irishn>€n  with  the  forces  designed  for  that  pur* 
pose^  abd  the  actual  -sitting  of  ;a  committee  of  united  Irish- 
men^.  at  Paris}  corresponding  >?tdi  the  united  Irislimen  in 
Irelandy  and  stlrhulating  them  to  treason.    The  act  now  in 
force  was  to  expire  in  six  weeks  after  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session.  ,  He  would^  according  to  precedent^  move 
for.  leave  to  bring  Jn  a  bill  to  continue  it  further,  till  six 
weeks  after  the  cbmmencement  of  the  next  session. 
%  Sir  John  Nf^vport  did  expect  that  in  rising  to  move  for  the 
OBntimiation  of  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  the 
hon*  baronet  would  have  laid  some  ground  for  such  a  measure^ 
If  the  exisence  of  committees  of  united  Irishmen  at  Paris» 
or  of  parsons  calling  themselves  such,  were  to  be  a  justifiable 
cause  tor  an  act  of  parliament  like  this,  we  would  have  to 
look  for  the  continuance  of  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus act  tluroughout  the  whole  duration  of  war;  for  if  the  ex^^ 
istence,  or  pretended  existence,  of  committees  of  united 
Irishmen  at  Paris  was  sufficient  to  drive  us  to  the  relinquish* 
ment  of  our  dearest  rights^  would  not  the  enemy  have  a  con* 
tinued  interest  in  collecting  such  committees,  or  pretending 
that  they  were  collected^  if  it  were  only  for  the  purpose  of 
exciting  jealousy  aoMM,  and  depriving  the  people  df  tho 
most  invalu2d>l€  part  of  their  liberties,  and  depriving  the 
crown  of  the  attachment  and  support  of  a  great  part  of  thc- 
people?    He  did  not  deny  that  some  degree  of  disaffectioa 
ma^  exist  m  Ireland ;  possibly  sufficient  to  warrant  this  appli-. 
caticm:  but  he  did  say,  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  that 
disaffection  before  the  house,  and  of  course  there  was  no 
good  ground  for  this  application.    It  was  necessary  to  prove 
to  the  people  of  Irelandf  aiid  to  establish  in  their  minds,  that 
the   imperial  parliament  would  not  causelessly  invade  it^v 
rkhtsi  that  the  same  care  ^ould  be  taken  not  to  deprive  it 
of  the  constitutional  defences  of  its  liberties  as  vrouki  be  bc~^ 
stowed  on  England  itsel£    The  grounds  on  which  the  house 
would  consent  to  sanction  such  a  privation  ought  to  be  great 
indeed.    He  would  say,  that  with  respect  to  Ireland  or  North 
Britain^  they  ouffht  evento  he  greater  tl^an  those  with  respect 
to  Er^^aod,  and  the  mnting  .such  cxtraordinury  powers  in 
these  parts  of  the  empire  ought  to  be  more  narrowly  liokcfi  * 
to;  fbf  great  powers  exercised  at  a  crtat  distance,  were  nioro. 
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liable  to  be  abused,  than  where  they  were  under  the  imme- 
diate inspection  and  control  of  parliament.  Instances  had 
ti'.rcady  been  laid  before  the  house  of  such  powers  bcirig 
stretched,  when  the  exercise  of  them  was  remote  from  exa- 
mination. He  iherefotc  thought"  the  house  should  not  grant 
isucb  powers  where  there  was  no  groimd  laid.  Nay,  even  tht 
j^ound  which  was  laid  by  the  movcis  of  the  proposition  Isras 
adverse  to  it ;  lor  when  he  looked  back  td  the  extraordirrary 
circumstances  with  which  the  motion  was  introduced,  he 
could  not  help  tliinking  that  it  was  matter  of  doubt  with  tht 
hon.  gentlemen  themselves,  whether  the  suspension  should  be 
renewed.  Fifst,  above  a  week  since  notice  had  been  given  of 
the  intention  to  move  for  the  renewal.  Two  days  after,  thii 
notice  was  expressly  abandoned.  He  asked  why  was  the  pro- 
position of  renewal  first  brought  forward  ?  having  beeii 
brought  forward,  why  was  it  abandoned  ?  having  been  aban- 
doned, why  was  it  brought  forward  again  ?  He  asked  whe- 
ther a  measure  of  tliis  kind,  which  was  to' be  justified  only  b^ 
imayoidable  necessity,  which  was  hostile  and  dangerous  to  the 
\ital  principles  of  the  constitution,  should,  without  siiflcicnt 
C3115C,  be  put  upon  a  country,  the  greater  part  of  whose 'people 
were  as  well  affected  to  the  government  as  the  English  them- 
selves. He  conceived  that  this  justification  of  so  harsh  a 
measure  was  particularly  due  to  the  people  of  Ulster,  whd 
were  ^ery  remarkable  for  loyalty  'and  attachment  to  the 
British'constitution  and  British  connection  ^  bat  who  were  zt 
the  same  time  a  strong-minded  people,  not  likely  to  be  sati?* 
fied  with  a  measure  of  this  nature,  unless  sufficient  cause  for' 
it  were  shewn  to  thefn.  He  should  therefore  conclude  with 
moving,  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  the  omission  of  the' 
litter  part  of  it,  from  the  word  *  that,*  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  these  words  "  that  a  committeci  consisting  of  twefi-'  ^ 
ty-one  nacmbers,  bs  foymjd  by  ballot,  to  examine  such  docu-' 
mtnts  as  may  be  laid  before  them,  and  to  report  to  the*  bouse 
their  opinion  upon  th?s2  docurricnts,  whether  the  continuance- 
of  the  suspension  of  thj  habeas  corpus  act  be  atn^tisurs  nc** 
casary  to  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  at  the  present  time/' 

Air,  Denis  Brkune  agreed,  that  the  greater  part  of*  the 
peQple  of  Ireland  wer6  as  loyal  as  the  people  of  tlti?  cdontry; 
teit  the  circumstances  in  which  It*eland  stood  at  preterit  werfe 
ffistinct  froafi  those  of  any  former  time.  It  was  not  alone  fhc 
machinations  of  committees  of  United  Irishmen  sitting  at, 
Paris,  that  wefe  to  be  apprehended  and  guarded  against,  but  * 
multitudes  oiF  them  distributed  ilong'thc  whole  coast  oif  the 
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French  empire^  prepared  for  invasion,  communicating  witk 
tlie  disaffected  at  homCi  and  sending  emissaries  before  them 
ot  ^xclte  preparations,  discontent,  and  insurrection  among 
the  people.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  prudent  and 
necessary  to  continue  the  suspension,  and  not  to  endanger  the 
constitution  by  exposing  it  with  unguarded  confidence,  to  the 
attacks  of  those  who  would  take  shelter  behind  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  it.  It  was  well  known,  tliat  hired  emis- 
saries from  France  had  come  to  Ireland,  with  the  treasonable 
designs  of  exciting  disaffection,  and  conveying  information. 
His  great  object  in  supporting  the  measure  now  proposed  was 
to  p^e^'ent  these  wretches  from  prosecuting  their  infamous 
ptirposes. 

CoL  Hutchinson  deplored  the  necessity  which  he  suppo^d- 
the  government  felt  of  proposing  so  very  strong  a  mcisure, 
without  a  full  and  previous  explanation  of  the  grounds  on 
ivhich  it  was  demanded.  If  the  necessity  was  shewn,  he  was 
sure  no  person  would  differ  from  them  in  a  moment  jike  the 
present.  He  would  not,  however,  refuse  his  assent  because 
the  necessity  was  not  ^heAvn.  He  washed  to  call  the  attenticHt 
6f  ministers  to  the  full  consideration  of  the  state  of  Ireland, 
as  he  had  repeatedly  endeavoyrcd  to  do  before.  He  \^as, 
therefore,  prepared  to  give  them  the  most  ample  support  th6^ 
could.desire;  that  there  might  exist  no  disturbance  nor  ap^ 
prehension  of  distraction  to  prevent  their  jooklng  into  the 
whole  state  and  system  of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  that 
general  amelioration  which  was  so  much  required.  It  was  in 
the  hope  and  with  the  design  that  no  local  troubles,  no  par- 
tial disaffection  should  call  off*  the  attention  of  parliament,  or 
of  his  majesty's  cabinet,  from  the  consideration  that  Ireland 
at  large  demanded  and  deserved  of  it,  that  he  support^  this 
measure,  which  was  particularly  necessary  in  a  war  like  the 
present.  He  lamented  again  that  it  was  not  advisable  to- 
statethe  grounds  oh  which  the  renewal  of  the  suspension  was 
asked,  as  they  qpust  be  secrets  of  state,  and  when  he  acceded 
to  the  measure,  be  hoped  and  trusted  his  majesty's  ministers 
would  turn  their  serious  attention  to  the  state  of  Ireland  at 
Iwge. 

Sir  John  Stfivarl  lamented  that  melancholy  experience  af- 
forded ample  proof  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure.  He  was 
himself  the  representative  of  a  county  as  sincerely  attached  as 
any  in  Ireland  to  Britain,  and  the  British  constitution,  yet  it 
was  not  altogether.  'J'his  measure  was  called  for  by  the  loyal 
part  of  the  people  for  their  sctojqty  and  protection  against 
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the  machuMitions  of  the  disa£fected.  It  was  not  now  prudent 
or  desirable  to  go  through  all  the  circumstances  which  ren^- 
^ered  such  a  measure  necessary,  in  a  country  just  freed  from 
one  rebellion  which  had  succeeded  to  anotheri  and  in  which 
this  bill  would  be  the  principal  support  of  the  loyal  and  well 
aSected.  It  was  also  satisfactory  to  have  an  assurance  from 
experience,  that  the  poweils  it  gave  would  not  be  abused.  He 
knew  the  nobleman  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  government,  and 
had  opportuniti^  oF  seeing  that  he  inherited  from  his  illus- 
trious ancestocs,  a  zealous  attachment  to  the  constitution* 
He  had)  in  fact,  conducted  himself  in  such  a  manner  through- 
out the  whole  course  of  his  government,  that  there  was  not  a 
man  in  the  country  who  had  not  the  fullest  confidence  that 
he  woald  not  abuse  any  power  intrusted  to  him.  With  re^ 
spoct  to  grounds  to  be  laid  by  government  from  the  informa- 
tion that  had  reached  it,  he  had  to  sav,  that  while  he  was  in 
office  in  Ireland  (as  attorney  general),  information  had  been 
given  by  persons  connected  with  the  disaffected ;  and  that  the 
exposing  to  public  view  the  channels  through  which  this  In- 
formation had  been  obtained,  would  have  the  effect  to  de- 
prive govemment  of  the  sources  of  future  discoveries,  and  to 
expose  the  persons  who  had  made  the  conununtcation  to  the 
Junfe  of  the  assassin.  The  numbers  confined  at  present  were 
hm  £ew;  and  from  the  knowledge  he  himself  had  of  some  of 
them,  they  were  justly  detained.  If  an  investigation  could 
with  prudence  be  granted,  he  had  no  doubt  it  Would  establish 
the  necessity  for  the  support  and  defence  of  the  loyal. 

J/r.  IVindham  rose  to  ofier  a  few  observations  upon  the 
motion,  which  it  w;i^  impossible  .for  him  to  let  pass  without 
comment.  The  hon.  baronet  had  shewn  no  necessity  what- 
soever for  a  proposition  which  could  not  possibly  be  acceded 
to  without  some  reasonable  ground.  He  had  himself  sup* 
ported  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  on  former  oc- 
casions ;  but  he  had  never  supported  it  without  stf  ong  reason. 
The  house  had  more  than  once  voted  such  a  suspension,  but 
never  without  strong  and  clear  grounds  fairly  proved  or  noto- 
riously existing.  He  should  be  sorry  it  would  vote  it  without 
soch  grounds.  Now  it  seemed  as  if  it  was  to  pass  as  a  matter 
of  course,  as  a  land  and  malt  bill,  to  be  voted  every  session 
without  one  word  being  said  upon  it.  It  was  extraordinary 
too,  that  the  arguments  offered  in  support  of  the  measure 
bore  most  strongly  against  it.  The  first  was  in  fact  the  very 
worst  that  xould  be  thought  of.  For  if  the  existence  of  an 
Indi  comnuitee  in  Paris,  or  the  government  here  being  cre- 
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dulous  enough  to  believe  that  such  a  committee  existed,  was 
on  all  occasions  to  be  sufficient  grounds  for  saspending  the 
habeas  corpus^  the  suspension  would  continue,  as  the  lion.. 
*baronct  vcr j^  justly  said,  constantly  during  the  war,  and  evcii 
perhaps  in  the  time  of  peace,  and  the  bare  existence  of  suck 
a  committee  may  be  made  ^  ground  of  a  similar  suspension  in 
every  part  of  the  empire,  'the  question  was;  not,  however, 
what  mischief  such  committees  or  those  connected  with  them 
intended,  but  what  they  could  produce.  It  was  not  what 
disafTcction  they  \vished  or  designed  to  raise  in  Ireland^  but 
whether  their  means  of  disturbing  that  country  were  such,  that 
the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  was  necessary  to  prevent 
them.  Wa§  the  constitution  to  be  stopped,  and  set  going  in 
this  manner,  as  if  by  a  pcdaU  When  it  was  asked  what  this 
extraordinary  power  was  called  for,  it  was  answered,  not  that 
^here  \yere  disturbances  in  Ireland;  not  that  it  was  necessary 
'  the  better  to  reptl  invasion;  but  that  there  were  committees 
of  united  Irishmen  sitting  at  Paris,  and  that  there  wer5  mis- 
chievous people  in  Ireland.  B^t  the  question  was  not,  what 
cither  of  these  descriptions  of  persQns  wished  to  do,  but  what 
the  others  could  do  with  them,'  None  of  those  who  spoke 
for  the  motion  would  give  up  the  poiiU  of  the  general  loyalty 
of  the  people:  all  conrendcd  that  the  great.mass  of  the  people 
was  loyal,  but  tl^t  there  were  some  mischievous  persons;  and 
there  were  here  in  England.  But  be  would  ask,  whether  the 
;nischief  that  may  be  produced  by  these  cpi^ipittees  on  these 
inaterials  in  Ireland,  was  such,  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  de-; 
prive  all  Ireland  of  the  habe^s  qorp^u^,  the  suspension  of  which 
niay  be  followed  with  other  measures  of  a  still  more  odiouf 
nature  ?  And  the  only  reason  why  this  broad  and  unquaUfie4 
power  should  be  given  was,  that  from  the  character  of  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  to  be  entrusted,  it  was  not  likely- to  ^x; 
abused.  In  a  free  country  such  as  this  was,  and  he  hoped 
always  would  be,  tlic  introduction  of  arbitrary  power  ought 
to  be  guarded  against  with  the  strictest  jealousy;  vast  and  ex- 
traordinary powers  ought  not  to  be  delegated  merely  because 
jsomc  mischievous  perswis  were  taken  up,  and  the  persops  to 
.whom  the  power  was  to  be  entrusted  for  the  present,  were  of 
a  mild  and  moderate  disposition.  If  the  goyernment  was  to 
be  armed  with  extraordinary  powers,  which  it  was  fit  it  should 
when  the  country  wl.shed  it  for  its  own  security,  it  was  neces- 
sary the  danger  should  be  of  such  an  extent  as  to.  impress  on 
every  man's  mind  the  propriety  of  giving  such  powers.  It 
should  not  be  said,  tlxat  no  ground  should  bestatecl,  lest  there 
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oiay  be  danger  of  discovering 'ttxe  sources  (rotn  vhldi  the 
infOTmation  was  derived.  The  ground  whids  would  juSstif7 
the  puttuig  the  country  under  martial  law,  could  not  be  of 
^och  a  secret  nature;  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  it  must  be 
such  as  to  render  it  generally  known.  However,  if  any  ob* 
jection  of  this  kind  could  be  made  with  any  propriety,  it  was 
obviated  by  the  mode  of  inquiry  which  was  proposed  by  the' 
bon.  barcmet,  Sir  J.  Newport.  He  recollected  also  tlrat  an 
hon.  friend  of  hiS)  if  he  wouki  allow  him  to  call  him  so  (Mr: 
Dillon),  in  moving  the  address  to  his  majesty  drew  a  very 
flatterinp^  picture  cf  the  tranquillity:  of  Ireland.  Was  it  not 
extraordinary,  that  without  any  tlung  having  happened  since 
to  do  away  the  effect  of  this  picture,  without  any  explanation 
to  render  the  colouring  of  it  less  strong,,  the  representative  of 
the  Irish  government  suddenly  started  up,  and  without  assign* 
ing  any  reason,  proposed  to  suspend  the  British  constitution 
in  Ireland  ?  He  agreed  with  the  bon.  baronet  (Sir  J.  Newport), 
^hat  we  ought  to  be  most  tender  iii  granting  extraordinary 
powers  with  respect  to  Ireland  and  Scotland,  not  only  as  all 
power  exercised  at  a  distance  from  controul  and  inspection,* 
w^  more  liable  to  be  abused ;  but  also  because  there  was  an 
obligation  of  honour  atld  consciousness  to  be  delicate  in* 
granting  powers,"  the  weight  of  which  would  fell  exclusively* 
^n  others,  while  they  could  not  touch  ourselves.  The  decla- 
rations of  one  or  two  gentlemen,  however  respectable,  were 
not  a  ground  on  whi^h  the  house  ought  to  be  satisfied  of  the 
necessity  of  a  measure  of  this  nature.  A  larger  justification 
ought  to  be  given  for  depriving  of  so  large  a  portion  of  its 
constitution  a  people  which  had  confided  its  legislature  and  itfi 
liberties  to  us,  a  confidence  which  deserved  a  care  and  grati- 
tude very  foreign  to  such  monstrous  proceedings  as  this* 

The  Chancellor  9f  it>€  Exchequer  was  desirous  in  every  thing 
that  concerned  Irelai;^  to  give  way  to  the  gentlemen  connected 
with  that -country:  but  he  differed  entirely  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Windham),  who  contended,  that  in 
so  possible  case  could  the  House  of  Commons  agree  to  the  sus* 
pension  of  the  habeas  corpus,  without  a  specific  examination 
of  the  grounds  on  which  the  suspension  was  to  take  place.  If 
that  were  not  the  prindple  he  meant  to  establish,  a  great  part 
of  his  argument  was  of  no  avail ;  ifit  was,  it  was  oncf  in  which 
during  the  last  war  he  had  frequently  concurred  with  him  in 
departing  fi-om.  The  hon.  gentleman  did  not  now  contend 
that  the  renewal  was  not  right,  but  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
granted  without  esamiaation.  Ihe  honourable  gentleman  said, 
*  no 
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po  Statement  had  been  mdc^  that  nothing  had  been  offered  to 
satisfy  the  minds  of  gentlemen  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
It  was  a  mischief  that  often  arose  where  the  statement  was 
dicrt  because  it  was  simple,  that  no  statement  was  supposed 
So  have  been  made ;  where  there  were  no  proofe  adduced  be* 
cause  the  facts  were  obvious,  where  no  in£Dnnation  was  laid 
because  public  notoriety  rendered  all  infbrmatbn  superfluous. 
The  circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed  supplied  proof 
«Qd  information  in  abundance  to  the  mind  of  every  man.  We 
'  vere  at  war  with  a  power  which  aimed  at  the  destruction  of 
the  whole  British  empir.e ;  but  first,  and  particularly,  to  inflict 
a  deadly  wound  through  that  part  of  the  empire  which  it  was 
ks  grand  object  to  sever,  and  then  to  convert  into  an  instnJK 
snent  to  sink  and  destroy  the  remainder  of  the  fabric.  The 
iirst  step  towards  this  enormous  project  of  destruction  was  to 
be  the  invasion,  the  plan  and  materials  of  which  were  prepared 
and  carried  on  unremittingly,  and  now  acted  on  with  more 
industry  than  ever ;  and  had  not  our  fleets  prevented  them^ 
the'r  armies  would  have  attempted  before  now  to  carry  their 
designs  into  execution.  This,  with  the  systematic  collectiott 
and  incorporation  of  all  who  had  fled  their  country  for  their 
treasons ;  its  being  publicly  declared  and  made  known,  that 
their  collection  was  connected  with  these  designs;  the  avowed 
isitention  of  carrying  on  a  correspondence  through  these 
agents,  and  the  melancholy  recollection  of  the  repeated  insuf- 
rectio!is  that  had  taken  place  in  Ireland ;  were  all  these  mat* 
ters  of  such  light  impression  that  no  measure  should  be  taken 
on  them  without  precise  and  particular  inquiry  ?  A  contrary 
system  had  been  acted  on  in  the  last  war  with  the  hearty  con- 
currence and  support  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  that 
system  the  safety  and  existence  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
Ireland,  .were  owing.  The  honourable  gentleman  asked,  if  the 
existence  of  committees  of  united  Irishn^en  in  Paris  were  to 
bcL  made  the  ground  of  suspending  the  habeas  corpus,  whex^ 
would  the  Suspension  end ;  for  that  in  war  it  was  likely  there 
li^buld  always  be  such  committees.  The  question  went  far  to 
answer  itselF.  It  was  not  the  bare  existence  of  the  committees 
Uut  was  the  ground  of  the  suspension,  nor  the  number  of  the 
disturbers,  who  were  few,  speaking  comparatively  with  the 
general  loyalty,  but  not  absolutely  few ;  but  the  great  point 
wasy  that  these  were  working  and  communicating,  and  that 
their  co-operation  covld  not  be  too  strictly  watched  and 
guarded  against  in  a  war  like  this.  He  allowed,  however,  that 
in  all  wars  like  that  in  whidx  we  were  st  present  engaged^ 
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where  the  same  materiab  tokj  be  broi^t  to  bear  on  us  at 
Jiome  and  abroad,  the  same  premise^  would  lead  to  the  same 
conclusion,  and  he  would  not  be  so  unmanly  as  to  deny  thai 
the  same  necessity  would  probably  suggest  the  same  measures. 
The  misfortunes  of  the  times  rendered  this  course  necessary, 
»id  sad  experience  proved  it  was  the  only  safe  one.  The 
bonourabte  gentleman  should  therefore  excuse  him  for  aainit 
on  the  same  principles  on 'which  he  had  formerly  acted  with  • 
him,  and  by  which  the  country  had  been  preserved.  But  if 
any  thing  surprised  him  more  than  another  in  the  honotxrable 
gentleman's  speech,  it  was  the  extraordinary  mistatement  of 
what  had  been  said  of  the  state  of  Ireland.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  this  motion,  and  those  who  supported 
it»  were  assailed  with  the  same  weapon,  the  same  clumsy 
dilemma  with  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  for- 
merly attacked  when  he  thought  tdth  him,  and  which  he  had 
foiled  with  so  much  ease.  It  was  said,  the  greater  part  of  the 
ctmntry  was  well  afiected;  if  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
was  well  afiected,  the  disafiection  would  be  of  no  avail;  if  any 
ether  state  of  the  country  was  held  fbrth,  it  was  a  libel  on  th^ 
loyalty  of  the  whole  people.  This  was  the  same  argument,  if 
it  could  be  so  called,  with  which  the  hbn*  gentleman  had  been 
bimsdf  assailed,  and  which  he  had  so  easily  baffled. — ^There 
was  certainly  reason  to  hope  that  the  disaffected  would  by  this 
time  have  had  their  eyes  opened ;  that  those  who  had  been* 
carried  off  by  imconstltutional  frenzy  would  have  been  cured 
ef  tbdr  madness ;  that  seeing  the  fruits  the  French  revolution 
had  produced,  they  would  have  got  enough  of  that  liberty 
which  had  yielded  only  such  baleful  produce ;  that  if  any  from 
the  impulse  of  religion  were  prompted  to  seek  a  change  in  the 
establishment,  it  was  not  possible  for  any  catholic  to  listen  to^ 
any  suggestion  firom  France  on  that  head ;  after  the  mockery 
the  French  had  madeof  all  religion,  and  particularly  after  the  ' 
late  transaction  in  which  the  Catholic  religion  had '  been 
impiously  compelled  to  consecrate  and  sanction  a  power 
established  by  the  hand  that  had  profaned  it.  It  was  to  be 
hoped  frorn^  all  the  worse^than  bondage  which  had  been  intrO'^ 
daced  by  republican  fraternity,  by  the  audacity  of  jacobinism, 
and  t|ie  avow^  despotism  of  the  present  government  of 
Fnittc^  wherever  its  influence  could  reach,  that  none  could 
be  found  mud  enough  to  seek  alliance  pregnant  with  so  much 
mischief.  But  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  there  was  no  minority^ 
in  a  part  of  the -empire  now  indissolubty  tmited,  and  he  hoped 
sever  to  b^  separs^ted,  ^hich  was  still  weak  and  wicked  en<)ugh 

t© 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


149  THEPARUAMEHf  AtlV  RECtSTER.  [CoMm'j*^* 

to  cultivate  such  ^  conncctten  ?  Did  the  hbri.  gciitlcitian  for-< 
get  what  he  had  said  when  the  disalfected  few  talked  as  if  they 
had  a  majority  ?  He  said  they  were  not  a  majority,  but  d 
busy,  bold,  and  clamorous  njinority,  wishing  to  dictate  to  thci 
xnajority ;  did  he  not  recollect  he  had  ar;;ued,  that  nothing 
shouldprevent  the  pretended  n^tnority  of  Irclnnd,  which  wa$ 
really  a  majority,  from  dictating  ?  There  was  no  one  principle 
on  which  the  hon.  jrentleman  acted  then  that  d'd  nbt  apply 
now.  He  admitted  that  Ireland  being  more  disnnt,  Vras  more 
liable  to  be  the  scene  of  an  abuse  of  great  powers,  than  if  these 
powers  were  to  be  exercised  nearer  home.  It  was  certain, 
therefore,  that  if  great  abuses  had  prevailed  in  tUt  exercise  of 
the  powers  already  granted,  the  house  ought  to  be  more 
cautious  of  intrusting  them  at  such  a  distance.  But  if  disaf- 
fection existed,  and,  above  all,  if  it  was  relied  on  by  the 
enemy  as  the  means  of  aiding  and  facilitating  his  designs  to 
oar  destruction,  the  distance  rendered  the  safety  of  a  disfant 
limb  extremely  precarious  5  and  its  safety  ought  to  be  more 
p^irticulady  provided  for.  The  next  topic  was  the  hands  irt 
which  the  power  was  to  be  placed.  It  was  said  the  lord  lieu- 
tenunt  was  a  man  of  the  mildest  and  most  humane  disposition, 
and  the  most  upright  and  constitutional  principles,  and  that 
he  was  so  nobody  could  deny.  It  was  said,  however,  that  this 
was  no  argument,  unless  the  necessity  of  granting  the  suspen-* 
sion  were  made  out.  He  agreed  it  was  not ;  but  if  the  neces* 
sity  was  established,  it  was  a  satisfaction  that  the  power  would 
not  be  abused,  and  this  argument  had  been  urged.  The  hori. 
gentleman,  when  he  was  on  the  same  side  with  him,  embark- 
ed in  the  same  cause  for  the  preservation  of  the  British  consti- 
tution, aAd  the  first  foundations  of  civil  society.  In  the  no- 
toriety of  the  principal  facts  inquiry  was  superfluous,  and  it 
might  be  attended  with  danger.  First,  as  to  the  information 
of  the  secret  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  the  links  by  which  a 
connection  was  maintained  with  the  disaffected  in  Ireland,  the 
particular  detaiU  could  not  be  disclosed  without,  hazarding  the 
destruction  of  the  source  of  the  information.  He  had  every 
reliance  on  the  gentlemen  who  composed  that  house,  but 
where  a  person  was  intrusted  with  a  secret  by  which  the  lives 
of  others  may  be  brought  in  que;stion,  there  was  a  tendency  to 
conflict  between  duty  arid  feeling,  of  the  event  of  which  few 
could  be  secure.  For  himself,  and  for  those  who  acted  with 
him,  he  proposed  relying  on  broad  reason  tb  sheltering  him- 
self under  an  inquiry,  which  though  it  would  afford  more 
than  the  proofs  required,  would  be  inconsistent,  and  probably 
.  t  detrimentaJ 
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detriaacatal  to  the  public  service.— With  respect  to  the  no-^ 
tices  given  of  this  meisure,  the  first  was  given  earlyi  for  a  day 
•ome  time  passed,  in  the  hopCi  that  though  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  prior  business  before  the  house,  it  would  all  have  oeen 
gone  thnittgh  in  time  to  allow  this  to  come  forward  as  it  was 
then  proposed.  The  delays  this  business  had  experienced  had 
occasioned  the  delay  of  this.  The  impossibility  of  calculating 
the  precise  time  when  the  prior  business  would  have  passed 
the  house,  was  fibe  reason  why  a  day  was  not  fixed  after  the 
first  postponement  i  and  the  reason  it  was  brought  forward 
now  a^gain,  was  because  the  period  of  the  expiration  of  the 
existing  act  was  so  near.  Having  thus  endeavoured  to  cxr 
plain  frankly  and  plainly  the  groxmds  of  the  measure,  and*  the 
reason  of  t}^  proceedings  with  respect  to  it,  he  trusted  he  had 
satisfied  the  house  of  the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the  motion^ 
and  given  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  arguments  of  its  op» 
ponents. 

Afr^  Windham  rose  in  explanation. — In  supporting  the  ho* 
nonrable  baronet's  amendment,  he  by  z&o  means  intended  to 
assert  that  he  should  oppose  the  original  measure,  if  on  inquiry 
it  should  be  deemed  necessary.  Vfhsn  he  said  dbat  the  disar^ 
iectkm  of  a  few  was  immaterial,  provided  that  the  majcaity 
were  loyal,  he  did  not  mean  to  state,  that  such  were  the  ex- 
^ing  circumstances,  but  merely  that  if  such  were  the  case,  the 
otsafictiofi  of  the  few  could  not  produce  many  mischievous 
cfiects,  imkss  the  majority  were  disafiected. ' 

Mr.  ^(w-^Much  as  I  have  been  alarmed  j  and  have  had  to 
repet  the  opinions  avowed,  and  the  conduct  pursued  by  the 
mmisters  of  thb  country  for  several  years  back,  particularly 
while  headed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  now 
presides  over  the  administration  of  his  majesty's  government, 
yet  I  confess  that  I  have  never  felt  an  equal  de^ee  of  alarm 
CO  chat  Fhich  the  sentiments  he  has  just  uttered  have  excited 
in  my  mind.  I  should  hope*  sir,  that  he  did  not  speak  seri> 
oosly.  If  he  did— if  he  really  and  deliberately  holds  such  sen« 
ttoMBtSy  I  mnst  say  that  I  consider  him  as  maintaining  princi* 
{to  the  most  alarming  that  }  have  everhcard  promulgated  in 
tUs  house  or  this  country,  and  such  as  I  could  scarcely  sup* 
pose  it  possible  that  any  man  who  imagined  the  people  of 
rji|{hnd  retained  any  degree  of  regard  for  tl!0tir  liberties  would 
:«cature  to.  declare,  or  who  professed  even  a  respect  for  the 
spirit  pf  the  British  constitution  would  hear  without  pain. 
If  the  doctrines  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hs\s 
ilusB]^  avowed,  be  those  upon  which  he  means  tp  acti-and 
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if  he  should  obtain  power  efficient  to  cirry  them  into  efibct» 
how  melancholy  is  the  prospect  for  this  country  I    But  perhaps 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  use  the  declarations 
I  have  referred  to  merely  as  a  defence  againsfthc  arguments  of 
my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham),  and- not  as  the 
indication  of  a  settled  opinion.     If  even  so,  they  were  ineffi- 
cient to  the  purpose  of  such  defence,  and  thiey  certainly  went 
much  beyond  az^  principles  avqwed  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  or  any  of  his  colleagues,  during  the  last  war;  yet 
they  were  not  inconsistent  with  those  principles.    They  were 
different  from,  though  not  contrary  to  the  nature  of  those 
jBoaxims  which  dictated  that  mischievous  course  of  policy  to^ 
-wards  the  people  and  their  privileges;  that  it  was  my  uniform 
endeavour  to  deprecate  and  prevent.    Indeed,  the  right  ho- 
^nouraUe  gentleman  himself  never  attempted  to  go  the  lengtk 
he  has  hazasded  to-4iight.    He  never  before  ventured  to  main- 
tain that  because  some  of  the  people  were  bad  subjects,  the  lir 
bcrty  of  the  whole  people  should  be  placed  at  tl\e  discretion 
of  the  minister  and  his  agents  by  the  suspension  of  the  habeate 
xorpus  act*    With  this  statement  he  has  coupled  something 
-which  he  n:ieant  as  a  reply  to  the  arguments^  of  my  righ^  hon. ' 
friend  (Mr.  Windham),  and  as  a.  charge  upon  noe  and  those 
gentlemen  who  acted  with  me  in  resisting  the  frequent  mo- 
tions for  the  suspension  of  the  .hab^s  corpus  act,  which  ip 
the  course  of  the  last  war  were  carried  through  this  house. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  my  right  honour- 
able friend  has  h^d  recourse,  on  this  occasion,  to  that  which 
he  himself  so  often  baffled  before,  when  used  by  my  friends 
and  m^  and  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  calls  a 
**  clumsy  dilenima."    But  I  wotild-  tell  him,  and  my  right 
.  honourable  friend  also,  that  it  was  not  the  dilemma  we  stated 
they  succeeded  in  refuting,  but  it  was  the  clumsy  misrepre^ 
mentation  of  that  dilemma  against  which  they  directed  their 
objections.    We  never  did  maintain,  that,  wlule  the  majority 
•was  loyal,  there  could  be  no  necessity  for  a  measure  similar  to 
'  -that. now  before  the  house.    W& never  would  have  asserted 
any  thing  so  absurd^and  clumsy^  as. that  the  loyalty  of  a'mcre 
majority  formed  an  argument  against  the  adoption  of  any 
measures  of  precaution  against  the  disaftection  of  a  mere  mi- 
: nority.    We  ue^pr  even  said  that  the  loyalty  of  a  considerable 
.majority  would  furnish  an  irresistible  objection  to  such  mea- 
.sures.     Our  reasoning  was  uniformly  grounded  upon  the  de- 
gree and  nature  of  the  disloyaky.  alleged  to  exist,  which  we 
idid  notxoncdvc  such.as  to  justify.the  harsh  sy^em  of  pra^ 
1  .    ,  -•  cecding 
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oediog  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  then  pursurngji 
put  it  suited  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  purpose  to  give; 
another  description  of  our  opinions,  and  against  that  othe£ 
and  unjust  description  his  argunients  were  always  levdledi^ 
-^llie  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  colleagues  appeared,  toi 
me,  in  every  instance,  to  state  insufficient  grounds  to  call  for 
the  rigorous  measures  of  the  last  war;  but  yet  almost  any. 
grounds  they  urged  at  any  time  were  sufficiency  itself,  com* 

Gircd  to  those  that  are  laid  for  the  measare  now  proposed* 
ow  is  the  state,  of  Ireland  described,  even  by  those  who  sup- 
port thb  proposition?  WIw,  that  it  is  in  general,  and  parti* 
cularly  in  the  province  oi  Ulster,  which  is  by  far  the  most 
populous  and  important  district  of  thie  country,  and  once  the 
most  suspected  of  dbloyalty,.  as  sound,  as  well  disposed,  and  s» 
loyal  as  any  part  of  England.  Here  then  we  have  a  compa* 
rison  made  that  enables  us  to  decide  as  to  the  nature  of ,  the 
necessity  that  exists  j^r  the  farther  continuance  of  such  a  bill. 
Here  we  have  a  rule  ^d  measure  to  guide  our  judgment,  and^ 
what  is  nxost  extraordinary,  fiu'nished  to  us  by  the  very  mea 
who,  notwithstanding,  assert  the  necessity  of  this  measu;iy»  . 
But  their  feason  for  the  assertion  is  truly  curious — *^  because 
there  are  some  disaffected  persons  in  the  country."  Ana 
where  b  it,  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  that  such  persons  are 
not  to  be  found  ?  Are  there  not  bad  subjects  of  every  kind  tQ 
be  met  with,  perhaps  in  every  part  of  England  ?  Ye^  surely 
no  man  will  venture  to  allege  that  as  a  reason  for  extending 
the  operation  of  the  measure  before  the  house  to  this  country. 
Perhaps,  some  one  may  be  found  to  do  so;  possibly  the  right 
)ion.  gentleman  may  feel  disposed  to  urgesuch  a  proposition. 
If  he  should  entertain  the  wish,  most  certainly  the  adoptic^ 
of  the  motion  of  the  honourable  baronet  will  afford  him;  a 
most  encouraging  precedent.  Unless  it  be  pretended  that  .the 
measure  of  justice  which  is  due  to  the  people  of  Ireland-i^ 
very  different  from  that  which  belongs  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  that  different,  nay  contrary  principles  of  argu- 
ment are  applicable  to  the  two  countries,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  English  nation  enjoys  the  least  security  against  the  suspen- 
sion of  its  constitution  at  the  will  of  any  minister,  if  the  mo- 
tion submitted  by  the  honourable  baronet  be  acceded  to  upon 
such  slight  grounds,  or  rather  upon  no  grounds  whatever.  I 
liave  stated,  that  I  see  not  the  least  necessity  for  this  propor 
sition,  and  I  always  stated  upon  similar  propositions  in  the 
course  of  the  last  war,  that  I  never  saw  an  adequate  necessity 
for  adopting  them.    This  statement  my  full  conviction  justi* 
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fics  tSc  In  fcpcattmg,  and  I  say  again  to  the  right  honourable 
gentiemah,  and  to  mj  right  honourable  friend  also,  that  they 
never  succeeded  m  their  reasoning  against  rtif  friends  and  me^ 
but  by  mis-stating  our  argument.     We  continually  put  th^ 
ddestion  which  naturally  suggested  Itself  to  our  minds,  and 
which  my  right  honourable  ftriend  has  very  properly  put  to- 
night, nameh^i  of  What  consequence  is  the  discontent  or  dis^ 
Wettion  of  a  /ewj  if  the  great  body  of  the  people  be  sound 
and  loyal?  Certainly^  the  consequence  is  not  such  as  to  vrar- 
fant  the  suspension  of  public  liberty;  and  I  never  imagined 
that  any  man  would  have  the  hardihood  to  assert  in  this  house 
that  it  was.    But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  exceeded 
my  expectation.    In  the  wholcprogrcss  of  his  hostility  to  free- 
dom, and  the  constitution  of  England',  never  has  he  uttered 
any  thing  so  dangerous  and  alarming  as  we  have  heard  from 
him  to-night ;     never  has  he  attempted  to  take  so  great  a 
stride  before.     In  addition  to  the  existence  of  disaffection  in 
Ireland,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  states  another  reason 
^  fbt  the  adoption  of  the  measure  under  consideration,  and  it  is 
this,  which  he  described  in  very  lofty  terms — that  we  are  en* 
gaged  in  war,  and  with  an  enemy  who  threatens  to  destroy 
bur  constitution  and  independence. — t  would  ask,  were  we 
ever  at  war  with  any  power,  particularly  in  France,  that  was 
not  willing  to  destroy  our  independence,  aye,  quite  as  willing 
is  the  present  government  of  France?  I  never  heard  that  we 
were.     It  was,  however,  reserved  for  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  maintain  that  war  is  a  good  ground  for  sus- 
pending the  habeas  corpus  act.    But  the  right  honourable  gen^ 
tieman  states,  that  the  enemy  threatened  Ireland  with  an  in- 
irasion;  and  did  he  not  also  threaten   Great  Britain?  Both, 
these  reasons,  therefore,  are  as  applicable  to  the  one  country 
as  to  the  other,  and  would,  as  I  said  before,  equally  sustain  the 
extension  of  the  measure  before  the  house  to  both  countries. 
When  reasons  of  that  sort,  therefore,  are  stated,  I  must  feel 
as  much  alarm  for  Great  Britain  as  for  Ireland.     I  approve 
highly  the  true  and  generous  sentiments  (and  there  is  no  sen* 
timent  generous  that  is  not  true)  that  have  been  expressed  by 
thd  hon.  baronet  who  moved  the  amendment.    He  feels  a 
laudable  tenderness  arid  solicitude  for  Ireland,  and  so  do  I. 
But  I  feel  also  for  Great  Britain,  and  who  knows  how  soon  it 
may  be  doomed  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  that  principle^ 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  seeks  to  establish  in 
the  ;idoption  of  the  motion  before  the  house?  That  right  ho« 
'  noorable  gentleman  would,  I  prtsume^  be  the  last  to  deny. 
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thai  there  existed  as  strong  grounds  to  apprehend  an  inTasxoA 
of  Great  Britain  as  of  Ireland;  or  even  according  to  his  own 
opinions  something  more.    Different  opinions  prevailed  as  to 
the  probability  of  invasion ;  but  in  the  mind  of  the  right  ho<*^ 
noorable  gentleman,  there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt  that  it  .would 
take  place.    Indeed,  notwithstandmg  thjc  close  blockade  of 
Brest,  and  the  vigihuit  activity  of  our  fleets  and  cruisers,  with 
the  increase  of  our  bnd  force,  which  none  professed  a  desire 
to  increase  further  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  still 
was  he  haunted  by  the  apprehension,  and  loudly  proclaiming 
the  probability,  that  an  mvasion  of  Great  Britain  was  to  be 
expected  from  day  to  day.    This  I  mention  merely  to  shew^ 
that,  at  least  in  the  judgment  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, there  exists  a  good  reason  for  the  suspension  of  the  ha- 
beas corpus  act  in  Great  Britain  as' well  as  in  Ireland;  and  also. 
to  accotmt  for  the  alarm  which  I  think  must  be  universally  ex- 
cited by  the  opinions  he  has  delivered  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate.   If  we  are  to  ht  told,  that  although  the  people  of  Ire- 
land are  as  loyal  as  those  of  any  coimty  in  England,  yet  be- 
cause some  persons  in  Ireland  are  alleged  to  be  disaffected, 
because  we  are  engaged  in  war,  &c.  because  an  invasion  of 
Irdand  is  to  be  apprehended,  we  are,  without  any  other  rea- 
son, and  without  any  previous  examination  of  the  nature  and 
sufficiency  of  the  grounds  stated,  to  assent  to  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  baronet;  then  I  say,  adieu  to  the  security  of 
British  freedom;  adieu  to  that  habeas  corpus  act  yrhich  is  the 
proudest  boast  and  noblest  guard  of  the  British  constitution. 
If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  those  who  act  with 
him  seriously  think  that  the  grounds  they  urge  are  sufficient 
to  wir^ant  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  when,  I 
woidd  request  to  know — I  doqft  mean  as  to  date — but  under 
what  circumstances  is  that  important  privilege  to  be  revived  ? 
Upon  looking  over  the  history  of  this  act,  I  find  that  when,  iii 
former  instances,  it  was  thought  necessary- to  suspend  its  ope- 
ration, that  suspension  was  but  of  very  short  duration.     In 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  it  was  suspended  twice;  and  during 
the  reign  of  the  two  first  branches  of  the  house  of  Brunswick,, . 
it  was  suspended  more  than  once.    I  find,  that  from  the  re- 
voiotton  down  to  the  treaty  of  Aix-laChapelle,  this  impor- 
tant privilege  was  not  withdrawn  from  the  British  people  so 
often  as  during  a  very  few  years  of  the  administration  of  the 
rigbthondnrabiegentleman.  And  yet  during  the  period  tkatin- 
tervened,  the  conmry  was  frequently  engaged  in  war,  frequent- 
ly thsettnied"vri(kiavasioi^  4nd  was  much  disturbed  by  disaf- 
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fcction  also^  a  disaffection,  which  sprung  not  from  Jacobins^, 
but  Jacobites.  The  latter  party,  I  must  observe,  was  quite  as 
resolute  and  enterprisuiig  as  the  former,  and  much  stronger  in 
jiutnbers>  influence,  property  and. power-  What  a  material 
difference  does  this  reflection  manifest  between  the  character 
and  views  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  of  any 
minister  who  preceded  him.  'Therighthon. gentleman  con- 
tends th^t  notoriety  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  parliament  ta 
EFoceed  upon,  without  instituting  a  committee  of  inquiry.  He 
as  sp  contended  upon  other  occasions ;  but  did[he  and  others 
who  thought  with  him,  argue  that  what  t;hey  called  the  noto- 
riety of  disaffection,  at  the  coinmencehient  of  the  last  war,  was 
in  adequate  ground.to  induce  parliament  to  agree  to  a  measure 
cf  the  same  nature  as  the  present  ?  No.  And  though  that  no- 
toriety, was  generally  asserted  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  friends,  and  by  none,  perhaps,  more  than  by  my 
right  honourable  friendr— and  I  mention  that  for  the  purpose 
oc  defending  him  against  the  observations  just  made  by  the 
right  honourably  gentleman — although  the  notority  was  such 
as  was  said  to  be  obvious  in  the  public  streets,  yet  ministers 
£dnot  attempt  to  apply  to  parliament  for  a  suspension  of  the 
habeas  corpus  act  without  instituting  a  committee  of  inquiry 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  information  which  govern- 
ment possessed.  That  committee  made  a  report  to  the  house^ 
and  upon  that  repot  t  the  proposal  for  the  suspension  of  the 
liabeas  corpus  act  was  grounded.  This  was  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding which  my  right  honourable  friend  supported,' and  this 
is  the  course  which  he  recommends  now.  Can  it  be  said,  then, 
with  any  degree  of  fairness,  that  the  least  degree  of  inconsist- 
ency is  attributable  to  him  for  opposing  a  motion  of  such  im- 
p^tance  as  the  present,  which  is  ushered  into  the  hdusc  by 
the  mere  statement  of  a  minister,  and  that  statement  itself 
containing  such  vain  and  futile  grounds  ?  The  passing  of  this 
act  eighteen  months  ago,  without  any  previous  inquiry,  can- 
not be  justly  urged  as  a  precedent  to  Induce  even  those  who 
agreed  to  it,  to  accede  to  the  present  motion,  for  the  circum- 
stances are  not  at  all  analogous.  The  alarm  created  by  the 
intelligence  received  of  the  riot  in  Dublin,  afforded  some  ex- 
cuse for  the  precipitancy  with  which  the  proposition  of  minis- 
ters was  then  adopted.  It  was  carried  on  the  spur  of  the  oc- 
casion, and  some  might  have  hoped,  that  when  there  was  timc^ 
ministers  would  communicate  more  satisfactory  grounds  for 
the  existence  of  such  a  measure,  or  that  the. house  would  in- 
stitute an  inquiry  to  ascertain  the  necessity  of  its  continuance*. 

"      *     •    These 
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These  ideas  might  have  influenced  the  acquiescence  of  som^ 
gentlemen  m  the  conduct  they  then  pursued.  But  my  right 
hon.  friend  took  a  different  and  a  wiser  course.  He  urged 
the  necessity  of  previous  inquiry,  and  had  I  been  present,  I 
should  have  certainly  supported  him,  although  I  should 
have  to  resist  the  argument  of  another  hon.  friend  of  mine, 
who  I  understand  maintained  that  the  bill  for  suspending 
the  habeas  corpus  act  should,  under  those  circumstances,  be 
immediately  passed.  [Here  Mr.  Sheridan,  towards  whom  Mr. 
Fox  looked,  signified  his  dissent]  Then,  resumed  Mr.  Fox, 
I  am  glad  it  is  a  mistake.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  my 
hon.  firiend  w^s  not  among  the  number  of  those  who 'were  de- 
ceived in  the  expectations  which  induced  them  to  vote  for  that 
measure  ;. respecting  which,  although  it  has  been  now  eighteen 
months  in  existence,  no  inquiry  has  been  instituted,  nor  have 
ministers  communicated  any  further  information  to  the  house 
on  the  subject  than  what  was  contained  in  his  majesty's  mes- 
sage. That  my  right  hon.  friend  was  right,  notwithstanding 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  supposing  that 
this  measure  was  dropped,  will  not,  I  think,  be  denied  by  any 
candid  man  who  considers  the  circumstances.  After  having 
given  notice  of  the  motion  some  time  back,  the  hon.  baronet 
pot  it  off  sine  die.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has  said  that  the 
reason  of  that  postppnement  was  the  press  of  business :  but  that 
need  not  have  prevented  the  hon.  baronet  from  mentioning 
some  4aiy  for  bringing  it  forward  again.  The  omission  t6  do 
so  appears  to  betray  something  like  a  design  to  take  the  house 
by  surprise,  or  to  raise  an  argument  out  of  the  shortness  of 
the  time  between  this  and  the  expiration  of  the  act  against  the 
dehy  of  any  previous  inquiry.  If,  without  such  inquiry,  you 
enact .  this  measure,  upon  the  mere  statement  of  a  minister, 
upon  such  evidence  as,  according  to  the  principle  of  the  right 
ban.  gentleman,  is 'sufficient  to  establish  the  necessity  of  a 
ksidative  act  of  this  nature — namely,  the  view  and  opmion 
of  his  majesty's  ministers,  you  may  as  well  pass  an  act  at  once 
to  invest  the  executive  government  with  the  power  to  suspend 
the  habeas  corpus  act  whenever  it  pleases.  To  appeal  to  this 
house  for  an  act  of  the  description  proposed  by  the  honourable 
baronet,  upon  such  authority  as  he  hits  mentioned,  is  quite  a . 
mockery ;  and  to  answer  that  appeal  by  concuri'ing  in  that  act 
iriil,  in  my  mind,  amount  to  little  less  than  a  virtual  abandon- 
mcDtof  our  legislative  functions.  For  what  means  an  jlpplh- 
cation  to  our  judgment;  unaccompanied  by  such  information  as 
is  fffffwary  to  qualify  that  judgment  to  4ecide  i  I  eai^not-  ti«^ 
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dcrstand  the  curious  distinction  which  the  right  hon.  goitlc- 
snan  has  drawn  with  respect  to  the  character  of  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  as  applied  to  this  measure.     My  right  hon.  friend 
stated  manfully,  that  the  character  of  any  man,  however  oure, 
could  form  no  reason  in  his  mind  to  invest  that  man  with  ar- 
bitrary power.    This  is  exactly  my  opinion.    But  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  says,  that  he  only  aUuded  to  the  character  of 
Lord  Hardwicke,  as  an  argument  against  the  abuse- of  the 
power  which  this  act  is  meant  to  establish,  but  as  not  at  all  ap- 
plicable to  the  merits  of  the  measure.    This  is  to*me  a  very 
nice  and  very  unintelligible  distinction ;  for  the  strongest  rear 
son  in  favour  of  any  grant  of  power  is^  that  it  is  not  liable  to 
abuse.    Therefore,  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as^ts  so 
much  with  regard  to  the  disposition  and  cliaracter  of  Lord 
Hardwicke,  he  is  strongly  recommending  this  measure}  but 
yet  his  panegyric  upon  that  noble  lord,  were  it  ever  so  well 
founded,  would  have  no  influence  on  my  mind  in  favour  of 
this  proposition.     I  know  there  are  certain  theorists  who  hold 
the  maxim,  that  the   most  uncontrolcd  authority  may  by 
granted  without  danger  to  an  honest,  able  man— nay,  that  an 
absolute  monarchy  is  the  best  system  of  government,  if  the 
monarch  were  possessed  of  all  the  virtues  and  talents  of  which 
man  is  capable ;  but  I  am  not  one  of  these  theorists.    Let  the 
disposition  of  a  man  be  what  it  may,  I  will  not  consent  to^ 
yivest  him  with  extraordinary,  unconstitutional  powers,  lor* 
this  plain  reason— that  it  is  subject  to  abuse.    The  virtue  of  % 
man  is,  therefore,  no  argument  with  me  in  favour  of  suck 
grants — because  I  learn  from  the  history  of  mankind,  be» 
cause  particularly  the  history  of  the  constitution,  and  my  own 
experience,  forbid  such  grants.     I  am  impelled  to  dread  t*i« 
abuse  of  power  to  whomsoever  it  may  be  given.    These  arc 
my  reasons  for  not  allowing  any  weight  to  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  character  of  Lord  Hardwicke.    'Into  that  character 
Itself  I  will  not  now  enter.    I  have  reasons  which  form 
stronger  ground^  of  complaint  against  that  noble  lord  in  my 
piind,  than  perhaps  they  would  ibrm  in  the  minds  of  others. 
I  shall  not  now  mention  them.    It  is  enough  with  me  to  jus« 
^«fy  the  vote  I  mean  to  give  against  the  measure  under  consi- 
K^ation,  th^t  I  will  not  intrust  such  power  to  any  man.     If 
character  were  a  sufficient  reason  to  justify  the  constitution  of 
such  a  power,  that  reason  a  minister  could  always  find  among 
the  nobility  of  this  country.    If  Lord  Hardwicke  did  no| 
answer,  another  and  another  nobleman  of  unexceptionable 
cbaMcW  909dd  be  ipxmediately  found  tp  fill  hk  place.    I  czt^ 

not. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


VSB.&]  /  IRISH  HABEAS  CORPUS. ACT..    ^  \il 

tiotj  ibcrefdrci  listen  to  such  reasoning*    My  objection  'is/  tp 
grant  the  power  proposed  to  the  office,  not  to  the  man.    A^ 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  not  hinted  when  tlie  measure 
before  the  house  is  likely  to  cease,  I  suppose,  from  some  obr 
servations  of  his,  that  it  is  his  intention  that  it  shall  continue 
during  the  present  war,  and  nothing  more  iikely  than  that  he 
may  propose  to  extend  it  to  this  country.     If  he  pleases  to  do 
so,  he  can  adduce  reasons  quite  as  stropgas  he  has  offered  in 
support  of  the  morion  of  the  hon.  baronet ;  and  why  should 
it  be  presumed  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  is  not  ais  fond  of 
enjoying  extraordinary  power  himself  in  this  pountry,  as  of 
granting  it  to  any  lord  lieutenant  ?  Ireland  being  now  admitted 
by  all  to  be  in  a  general  state  of  tranquillity,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive what  change  in  her  situation  can  take  place  that  is  likely 
to  induce  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  put  an  end  to  this 
odious  measure.     ]f,'although  Ireland  be  tranquil,  the  exist- 
ence of  what 'is  called  an  Irish  committee  at  Paris  be  consi* 
deicd  a  reason  for  measures  like  that  before  the  house,  then  is 
the  French  government  furnished  with  the  means  of,  perpe- 
tually and  sorely  annoyinz  this  country,  by  depriving  the 
people  of  their  lilx^y;  for  that  goyernment'  has  nothing 
more  to  do  than  to  create,  or  to  promulgate,  the  existence  ($ 
sui  Irish  and  an  English  committee  also ;  and  upon  that  it 
seems,  combined  with  the  popular  discontent  which  such 
measures  as  this  under  discussion  will  always  produce,  an 
English  minister  may  found  a  reason  for  inve;sting  himself  anct 
'  his  friends  with  the  extraordinary  power  of  suspending  the 
coastitntion  of  England..    Among  other  singular  and  indeed 
incredible  things,  we  are  told  by  the  supporters  of  this  bilL 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland  will  eladly  hear  ot 
its  re-enactment,  because  they  are  so  confident  or  its  necessity,  , 
and  they  are  so  much  attached  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  that  they 
are  convinced  that  any  power  would  in  his  hands  be  safe  from' 
abuse.  As  to  the  disposition  of  the  people,  I  shall  say  nothing ; 
but  there  are  some  facts  with  respect  to  the  abuse  of  power  m 
Ireland  under  this  bill,  which  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of 
stating  much  at  large  when  the  motion,  of  which  an  hon. 
gendeman  (Mr.  Fitzgerald)  has  this  day  given  notice,  19 
brought  be&re  the  house.    Hiere  is  one  gross  instance  of 
abuse  which  I  cannot  even  now  refrain  from  alluding  to — I 
mean  that  of  Mr.  Todd  Jones.    This  gentleman,  I  have  rea^ 
son  to  believe,  has,  on  the  ground  of  mere  suspidosH  suffered 
a  fis>st  rigorous  imprisonment  in  a  loathsome  gaol  for  upwards 
of  sixteen  months.    From  Ae  treatmetit  he  has  experienced, 
^  Vol.  I.  i8q^.  X        '  and 
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and  the  situation  in  which  he  is  plkced»  he  has^  in  fact,  suffered 
enough  of  ptimshmcnt,  even  had  he  been  guilty  of  a  heavy 
crime.  Indeed,  he  has  endured  so  much,  that  in  countries^ 
where  the  laws  are  less  severe,  it  would  be  deemed  quite  su£^ 
ficient  to  atoite  for*  treason  or  felony.  There  are  other  cases 
also  which  I  could'  st?te,  but  I  shall  reserve  them  for  the  oc- 
casion I  have  already  alluded  to.  But  even  suppose  I  allow 
every  ifterit  that  may  be  ascribed  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  or  hi^ 
secretary,  and  those  immediately  about  his  government,  still 
ihy  objection  to  this  bill  would  not  be  removed.  For  I  feel  it 
to  be  ohe  of  the  great  mischiefs  of  arbitrary  power,  that  even, 
though  the  principals  in  the  administration  of  it  be  ever  sa 
yirtuotiK,  so  vigilant,  or  so  able,  still  acts  will  be  committed  by 
some  6f  those  to  whom,  in  its  various  ramifications,  that  power 
Will  be  necessarily  delegated,  that  the  principals  cannot  pre* 
vent,  and  whidi,  if  communicated  to  them,  would  make  them 
shudder  with  as  much  horror  as  any  other  persons  would  be 
apt  to  feel.  These  are  the  reasons  which  urge  me  to^  resist 
{his  attd  die  odier  hill,  of  which  the  honourable  baronet  gave 
flbtice  somb  time  since ;  but  of  which,  I  hope,  I  shall  hear  no 
more.  I  cannot  see  the  least  reason  for  the  adoption  of  such 
l£iea^ufai,  much  less  ^ch  ^ong  grounds  of  nece^ity  as  could 
dione  jui^ify  their^introductioB«  I  trust  then,  that  by  reject-* 
Jftg  thciii  we  ihalt  diew  the  people  that  we  have  their  liberty. 
Hot  merely  in  our  moutlis,  but  in  our  hearts ;  and  that  we  will- 
Hot  abandon  our  duty  to  preserve  that  sacred  trust,  upon  idle* 
ihiinours,  or  li^ht  ministcrisd  whispers. 

Sir  Eifan  Ifepean  stated,  that  he  had  inquired  into  the 
iituation  of  Mr.  Todd  Jones,  and  found,  that  though  he  was 
^Bscoritei^t^,  he  had  no  reason  to  c<Hhplain,  as  he  was  placed 
in  as  comfortable  a  state  as  a  person  in  his  circumstances  de* 
served. 

Mr.  Fox  replied,  that  the  judges  of  assize  had  stated,  as  ^ 
Complaint  against  the  county  of  Cork,  the  unwholesomeness  of 
flie  prison  in  which  Mr.  Jones  was  confined.  As  to  the  con^ 
diuKng  0art  of  the  hon.  baronet's  observations,  he  should  take 
bccasion  to  talk  a  Uttk  more  about  it  when  the  motion  he  had- 
already  alluded  to  should  come  before  the  house. 
-  L<frd  De  Biaqmere  •bserved,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who^ 
&ad  just  sat  down  had  given  to  the  sentiments  of  his  hon. 
firieiuts  on  the  present  state  of  Ireland  a  construction  which 
4hey  wo^  not  fairiy  bear.  They  had  never  asserted  that  the 
'  whole  of  Irdand  was  as  loyal  as  the  whole  of  England,  faufe 
db^t  cartStin  provinces,  were  so-,  IHster,  for  instance,  the  in« 

habitants^ 
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babitants  of  whicli  were  certainly  as  well  disponed  to  thjc  cx<^ 
isting  govenuneot  as  those  of  any  cojunty  In  England  what* 
ever.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded  to  wEat  he  was 
pjeased  to  term  the  precipitation  with  which  the  bill  for  sus- 
pending the  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland  was  carried  through 
parliament  in  July  1803.  He  would  just. recall  the  attention 
of  the  bouse  to  the  circumstances  of  the  time.  Antecedently 
to  that  period,  application  had  been  made  to  government^ 
requesting)  for  the  security  of  the  wdl  affected,  that  a  sus- 
pensicm  of  the  habeas  corpus  might  be  prooured ;  b^t  the 
ministry}  actuated  by  motives  of  delicacy,  not  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  danger, -and  anxious  to  infringe  the  liberties  of 
the  subject  as  little  as  possible^  refused  their  concurrence. 
"What  followed  ?  The  insurrection.  In  the  mean  time  the 
government,  having  become  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  the 
measure,  brought  forward  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus act»  and  obtained  for  it  the  sanction  of  parliament,  with  a 
,  zealous  exertion  for  which  they  were  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
every  friend  of  Ireland;  but  still  it  was  too  late.  He  was 
convinced,  and  knew  it  to  be  the  firm  opinion  of  many  gen- 
tlemen intimately  acquainted  with  the  internal  politics  of  that 
country,  that  had  the  suspension  taken  place  sooner,  the  in- 
surrection would  never  have  burst  ibrth.  It  vras  infkiitelj 
better  to  prevent  guilfthan  to  pimish  it.  He  was  desirous^ 
if  re^H-essing  the  treasonable  attempts  of  the  turbulent  and 
Cictious  part  of  the  community  in  Ireland,  to  secure  to  th^ 
loyal  and  v/ell-afiected  the  enjoyment  of  security  and  hap- . 
piness.  . 

Mr.  Sberidan  reserved  the  fiill  declaration  of  bis  sentiments 
iipon  the  subject  before  the  house  for  a  future  stage  of  the 
proceeding.  He  rose  only  to  correct  a  mistake  into  which 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  fallen,  in  supposing  that  he 
had  ever  supported  such  a  measure  as  that  which  was  then  ua- 
Jer  discussion.  This  mistake  of  his  hon.  friend,  and  of  ano- 
ther hon.  friend  also  (Mr.  Windham)  arose  from  thjs^  that 
opon  the  motion  for  an  address  to  his  majesty,  in  aaswpr  to 
his  message  respecting  the  riot  in  Dublin^  he  spoke  against 
any  debcy  in  expressing  the  abhorrence  which  the  house  felt 
against  such  atrocities  as  that  message  referred  to,  but  he 
never  voted  for  either  the  martial  law  bill>  or  the  act  for  the 
suspension  of  the  habeas  corpMS. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  surprised,  that  any  gentleman  should 
asiert,  diat  tjiefc  existed  no  cause  in  Ireland  for  the  su^en- 
sion  £ji  tbe  liabc^  corpus  act.    He  belljevcd>  that  in  the  north 
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of  Ireland  the  people  were  in  general  loyal  j  but  disafFectioa 
still  lurked  among  them»  and  if  not  kept  down  by  the  strong* 
hand  of  power,  would  soon  become  too  formidable  for  oppo-' 
sition.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  period  of  Irish 
history,  during  the  reigns  of  the  darlier  princes  of  the  Bruns^ 
wick  family,  when  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act 
first  took  place,  and  had  compared  that  epoch  to  the  present  s* 
but  he  did  not  think  the  resemblance  so  strong  as  the  hon. 
gentleman  seemed  to  imagine.  At  diat  time  the  Jacobites* 
were  contending  for  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts  to  the 
thrones  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  They  had  one 
common  object  in  view.  Now,  the  exertions  of  the  Irish 
malcontents  are  directed  to  separate  Ireland  from  Great  Bri« 
tain,  atid  to  establish,  in  the  former  country,  a  distinct  and 
Independent  democracy.  The  part  of  Ireland  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent  was  in  a  quiescent  state,  but  he  was  sa- 
tisfied that  his  constituents,  although  they  laboured  under  no 
necessity  of  availing  themselves  of  the  suspension,  would 
heartily  rejoice  at  the  security  that  it  would  afford  to  such  of 
their  neighbours  as  were  not  in  such  an  enviable  situation.  It 
was  a  circumstance  too  well  authenticated  to  admit  of  the  least 
doubt,  that  to  every  point  of  Fram^e  that  is  easily  accessible 
from  Ireland,  numbers  are  continually  passing,  whose  object 
was  surely  not  questionable. 

Sir  John  Newport  explained.  He  had  never,  in  the  m6it 
distant  manner,  intimated  that  he  should  ultimately  oppose 
the  suspension.  What  he  contended  for  was,  that  by  appoint- 
ing a  committee^  the  house  might  be  enabled  to  ascertain 
with  precision  whether  such  a  measure  was  eligible  or  not. 

Mr.  Martin  (of  Galway)  would  trouble  the  house  with 
an  observation  or  two  which  would  be  comprised  in  a  few 
words.  If  it  had  been  proposed  to  him  to  give  a  decided* 
afiirmative  or  a  decided  negative  to  the  motion  for  the  suspen-* 
sion  of  the  habeas  corpus,  he  should  certainly,  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances  of  Ireland  that  he  possessed,  have 
preferred  the  former;  but  as  a  middle  course  had  been  offered 
to  the  house  bv  the  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet,  which  went 
to  give  them  full  information  on  the  subject,  he  should  most 
assuredly  vote  for  the  amendment.  He  differed  materially 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  thought  the  situation  of  Ire- 
land now  the  same  as  when  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  cor.* 
pus  had  been  voted  by  a  parliament  sitting  in  Ireland.  To 
suppose  this  would  be  to  belie  every  argument  that  he  had 
heard  in  favour  of  the  union.    No  man.  was  more  disposed  to 
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pronounce  an  eulogy  on  that  measure  than  he  was;  he  had 
urged  to  his  constituents  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  full  be- 
nefit which  they  would  receive  from  a  participation  in  the 
English  constitution;  but  if  a  suspension  were  thus  to  take 
place  on  light  grounds,  or  at  any  rate  without  serious  inquiry, 
they  wotild  be  apt  to  imagine  that  the  benefits  they  derived 
from  their  close  connection  with  England  and  English  laws 
were  not  so  great  as  he  had  represented  them  to  be.  There 
was  another  argument  which  appeared  to  him  of  some  im-  x 
portance,  and  this  was  that  the  suspension  was  confined  t6 
Ireland.  If  it  were  proposed  to  be  extended  over  the  whole 
kingdom,  he,  for  one,  would  make  no  opposition  to  it.  (A 
laaaiaugh.)  It  had  been  said,  but  without  a  shadow  of  trutht 
that  the  Irish  gentry  loved  martial  law  better  than  magna 
charta.  With  regard  to  France,  the  situation  of  Ireland  was 
essentially  different  from  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  sus- 
pension that  he  had  last  alluded  to.  When  that,  suspension 
took  place,  there  was  an  organised  republic  existing  in  Ireland» 
and  ready  to  fraternize  with  the  then  democratical  government 
of  France;  but  from  the  late  change  in  the  legislature  and  go- 
vernment of  that  country,  all  hopes  of  co-operation  and  as- 
sistance in  their  political  views,  that  the  republicans  of  Ireland 
might  once  have  indulged,  must  long  have  vanished.  If  any 
living  characters  were  more  detested  by  the  Irish  than  bthersy 
they  were  the  individuals  cocfiposing  the  self-denominated 
Iri^  directory  in  Paris.  On  a  review  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  he  certainly  thought  the  hon.  baronet's  amende 
ment  should  be  adopted.  He  by  no  means  refused  the  sus- 
pension, he  only  asked  for  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Danvsen  could  not  suffer  this  question  to  come  to  a 
decision  without  declaring  his  hostility  to  the  original  mo- 
tion, and  his  reasons  for  supporting^  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  baronet.  He  was  confident  the  hon.  barpnet  who  had 
bronght  forward  the  original  motion  had  sufficient  grounds 
id  his  own  mind  to  justify  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure; 
and  he  believed  too  that  if  he  were  himself  acquainted  with 
these  grounds,  he  would  be  of  the  same  opinion.  In  order 
to  justify  him  in  voting  for  such  a  motion,  something  more 
was  necessary  than  the  impressions. of  his  own  mind.  If  the 
hon.  baronet  even  had  communicated  to  him  satisfactory  rea- 
sons for  the  adoption  of  the  measure  in  his  closet,  yet  as  a 
rqirescntative  of  the  Irish  people,  he  should  require  further 
information,  public  and  ofBcial  documents  sudicienttd. estab- 
lish a  parliamentaiy  ground  for  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
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Until  such  documents  should  be  produced,  he  could  not  re- 
concile it  to  himself  to  vote  for  a  measure  that  Mra$  to  deprive 
so  great  a  proportion  of  his  majesty's  subjects  of  the  most  in« 
valuable  benefits  of  the  constitution.  As  to  what  had  been 
said  respecting  the  character  of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Irish  government,  he  readily  subscribed  to  it  aH,  and  he 
was  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  bearing  testimony  to  the 
high  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  virtues  and  talents ;  but 
he  was  far  from  thinking  that  any  circumstances  of  personal 
character,  however  favourable,  could,  constitute  an  argument 
in  support  of  such  a  measure. 

The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for,  and  the  gallery 
being  cleared,  a  division  took  place:  For  the  original  motion 
1 1 2 — For  the  amendment  33 — Majority  79. 

Leave  was  consequently  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  a. 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  it. — Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  XI. 

Thp  three  millions  exchequer  bills'  bill,  the  qualification 
indemnity  bill,  the  assessed  taxes  commissioners  bill,  and  se-*. 
veral  other  bills  were  brought  from  the  Commpnsj  and  read 
^  first  time. 

Earl  Drnley  postponed  his  motion  on  the  additional  de- 
f<^nce  bill,  till  Thursday,  for  which  day  the  Lords  were  ordered 
to  be  summoned. 

The  Earl  of  AibetnarU  said  that,  before  proceeding  to  the 
business  of  the  day,  there  was  a  moticoi  with  which  he  meai)t 
to  trouble  their  lordships,  of  which  he  had  noi  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  any  notice,  as  he^  could  not  figure  any  objecr^ 
tidn  which  could  b.e  macje  Xp  it.  What  he  wi3)ed  was  a  copy 
of  the  commission  granted  by  bis  majesty  to.  Sir  Chiles 
Middleton,  and  others^  for  managing  the  naval  concerns  nf 
the  country.  Their  lordships  were  not  ignorant  that  there 
ym»  another  commiuee  appointed  for  this  pMrpose  by  parlia- 
ment, and  it  was  but  proper  that  it  should  b^  seen  how  far- 
this  committee,  appointed  by  his  msyesty,  was  intended  to  su- 
persede the  committee  appointed  by  parliament.  Of  the  ex- 
eitions  of  this  latter  committee,  and  of  the  benefits  of  which 
their  exertions  had  been  productive  to  the  country,  both  that 
house  and  the  country  in  general  were  sensible.  It  had  beea 
appointedr under  the  management  of  a  noUe  earl,  whose  conr 
duct  eocitled  him  to  puUic  esteem  and  gcadlndsj  not  ^.% 
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brave  commander  merelj,  but  as  an  upright  and  Ttblc  con^ 
doctor  of  the  afiFairs  of  the  admiralty.  He  therefore  moved^ 
that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty^  praying 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  a  copy  of  the 
coimnisatm  to  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  and  others,  to  be  laid 
befiire  the  house. — Ordered. 

'Earl  St.  Fmcefit— My  lords,  I  avdl  myself  of  the  first  full 
atteodaxice  to  notice  what  fell  from  a  right  hon.  gentleman  at 
die  head  of  his  majesty's  councils,  in  another  place  on  Tucs-^ 
day  last,  and  to  demand  of  the  noble  lords  on  the  ministerial 
bench  to  dedarr,  whether  it  ever  has  been,  or  now  is,  in  the 
tontemphtion  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  institute  any  in- 
quiry into  my  conduct,  while  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty 
board,  i  beliere  I  have  some  firm  firiends  upon  that  bench^ 
smd  I  do  implore  them,  as  the  greatest  mark  of  friendship 
they  can  confer  on  me,  to  furnish  an  opportunity  to  discloser 
&e  source  and  spring  of  every  action  of  my  life^  public  and 
private,  more  especially  those  which  governed  my  conduct 
as  first  lord  of  the  admiralty. 

Lard  Hawkesbury  did  not  think  that  it  wa^  parliamentary 
to  c^  on  hifti  to  make  any  explanation  m  allusion  to  what. 
had  occurred  in  another  place,  and  he  was  still  the  more  un-* 
ifiletbgrreany  answer,  as  he  did  not  know  farther  than 
firom  ztport  the  nature  of  the  accusation  alluded  to.  H6 
tfaooght,  however,  he  could  assure  the  noble  earl  that  he  was 
hot  a^acre  that  there  was  any  intention  of  making  his  con- 
doct  die  subject  of  investigation. 

Earl  St.  Ffntent^  after  making  apologies  to  the  house,  said, 
I  am  nbt  satisfied  with  that  answer,  and  I  do  posltfvely  repeat 
IDT  demaxid,  to  be  informed  whether  there  is  any  mtention  to^ 
om^a  charge  against  me.  ^ 

Lord  HawiMifry  said  that,  as  dne  of  his  majesty's  ministers* ' 
he  astfored  the  noble  lord  it  had  never  reached  his  ears  even 
dot  sadx  an  intention  had  been  surmised  or  hinted  at. 

The  Earlrf  Safoik  ^id  that  there  had  been  some  talk  of  a 
tuA  report  of  the  board  of  naval  inquiry.  He  wa^^anxiou» 
Aaft  it  snotddbe  laid  before  the  house. 

SPANISH  WAR. 

The  ordber  of  die  day  for  taking  into  eon^deration  the  pa« 
persrdative  tathe  nipturcwidi  S^ain,  Isuid  on  thetable  by  or^ 
der  ^  his  iMJe^,  b«iKg  read, 

JL^dMu^Me  TO^  and  ^rfd  that  in  laying  before  their 
iMddtaips  ibr  papers  <€pitsiined  m  the  first  voiumo  whi(&  had 
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been  laid  on  the  table,  he  w^  conscious  that  he.  had  so  ^ 
fulfilled  his  duty  as  to  submit  to  their  consideration  every 
paper  which  to  himself  appeared  material,  in  fbraiing  a  true 
judgment  on  the  question  at  issue.  When  other  papers  liad 
been  deemed  necessary  in  another  place,  he  had  felt  that,  his 
duty  and  respect  to  that  house  called  oa  him  not  to  allow 
their  lordships  to  yield  to  any  in  ^he  extent  of  their  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  Now,  however,  that  the  whole  papers 
at  all  connected  with  the  business  ^were  on  their  lordsiiips^ 
table,  he  submitted  that  no  imputation  could  attach  to  him, 
as  if  he  had  willingly  made. any  concealment  from  their  lord* 
ships,  or  had  originally  withheld  a  single  document  of  im- 
portance. From  a  perusal  of  these  papers  he  trusted  it  would 
appear  to  their  brdships  that  the  conduct  both  of  the  late 
and  present  administration  had  been  governed  by  a  spirit  of 
moderation  and  forbearance  which  did  them  credit;  and  that 
so  far  jrom  provoking  a  war,  or  arrogantly  insulting  over  a 
'weaker  enemy,  and  driving  them  into  hostilities,  we  had 
shewn  out  magnanimity,  in  taking  their  defenceless  state  into 
iconsideration,  and  had  only  proceeded  to  extremities  when  a 
studied  concealment,  or  rather  refusal  to  give  us  any  satisfac- 
jtion  on  their  part,  made  it  no  longeif  prudent  or  safe  for  us  to 
persevere  in  our  system  of  indulgence^  While,  therefore, 
our  magnanimity  must  remain  unquestioned,  the  only  other 
^  consideration  must  be,  had  we  so  blindly  fallen  into  the  de* 
ception  practised  on  us,  as  tp  be  totally  inactive,  and  to  allow 
our  enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our  desire  to  preserve  peace, 
and  turn  it  essentially  to  our  prejudice?  In  this  respect  too, 
there  would  be  found  ground  of  congratulation.  By  the 
promptness  of  our  exertions,  -and  the  activity,  of  our  fleets 
and  cruisers*,  we  had  been  enabled  to  avert  the  consequences 
which  must  have  been  in  tho  contemplation  of  our  enemies,  in 
endeavouring  to  avoid  coming  to  a  clear  and  explicit  under- 
standing on  the  subject.  Their  treasure  ships  were  not  now 
enriching  the  coffers  of  Bonaparte,  but  had  been  intercepted 
and  detained  by  our  fleets.  It  had  been  stated  by  a  noble  lord 
opposite^  that  if  the  succours  furnished  by  Spain  to  France 
were  only  in  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Ildefonso,  that  was  no 
just  ground  of  war  on  the  part  of  our  government.  To  sup- 
port an  opinion  of  this  kind,  however;  it  was  laid  -down  by 
our  best  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  that  two  qualifications 
were  essential  to  the  treaty;  first,  that  it  be  not  made  during 
the*curr6ncy  of  a  war-,  and,  secondly,  that  it  should  not  be 
pointed  against  a  particular  power  with  which  the  parties  had 
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been  it  war.  In  both  tliese  respects,  hoiwever,  the  treaty  of 
lUefbnso  was  defective;  oeither  was  it  in  the  spirit  of  it  ie^ 
firntwy  but  perpetual  and  offensive.  It  had  commenced 
during  the  course  of  the  former  war  between  this  coun^ 
and  France,  and  it  was  against  this  country  by  name  that  It 
was  directed.  The  Spanish  minister  had  made  a  comparison 
between  it  and  the  family  compact  entered  into  in  the  year 
1761.  There,  however,  there  was  a  community  of  interest 
between  the  parties;  a  greater  pr.'^.porticn  according  to  their 
means  was  not  required  from  the  weak  than  from  the  strongf ; 
and  no  unjust  exactions  were  made  from  the  weaker  party. 
By  the  £imily  compact  the  assistance  to  he  afforded  by  Spain 
to  France  was  only  as  12  to  24  !  by  the  treaty  of  Ildefonso, 
however,  the  succours  on  each  side  are  equial,  and  the  power 
of  the  parties  is  presumed  to  be  exactly  the  same.  By  the 
compact,  Spain  was  not  to  be  called  on  unless  Ftf^uice  was  at- 
tacked ;  by  the  fvesent  treaty,  she  must  assist  against  any 
power  with  which  France  may  be  at  war,  even  although  she 
should  be  the  ;^;gfessor.  In  the  one  case,  Spain  might  re- 
present, and  inquire  the  cause  of  her  being  called  on  tor  her 
subsidy;  in  the  other,  she  was  bound  to  supply  it,  on  the  re» 
quisition  of  France,  without  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  thi 
war  being  allowed  her.  Such  was  the  situation  of  France 
and  Spain  at  the  c(Mnmencenient  of  ^hostilities  between  France 
and  this  country;  and  although  we  might  unquestionably 
have  been  then  justified  in  holding  the  relations  in  which 
these  two  countries  stood  to  each  other  a  sufficient  ground 
iot  comprehending  Spain  in  our  hostile  declaration,  the  po* 
{icy  adopted  by  his  m^esty's  then  ministers  was,  if  possible,* 
to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace  between  this  country  and 
Spain,  and  such  continued  to  be  the  system  pursued  by  the 
present  ministry.  The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  notice 
the  different  requisitions  made  by  our  government,  through 
Mr.  Frere,  to  the  court  of  Spain,  at  different  periods,  and 
the  answers  received  by  him,  particularly  dwelling  pn  the  ab^ 
surdity'  of  thdr  avmnent,  that  the  supplies  of  money  made 
by  Spain  to  France  were  in  lieu  of  their  contingency  of  ship^' 
and  men,  as  by  a  calculation,  if  the  fifteen  ships  of  the  line 
which  thry  had  engaged  to  fiimiih  were  rated  at  as  high  a  sum 
as  our  ships  cost,  there  would  remain  for  the  men  a  sum 
greater  than  eight  times  the  real  expence  of  furnishing  tliem. 
From  the  rcfunU  too,  of  the  Spanish  court  to  ^ve  the  in- 
formatioA  demanded  as  to  the  armaments  in  their  ports,  and 
from  their  refusing  to  disarm,  he  contended  it  was  obvioDs 
v«    L   :««<.  Y  .  that 
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t^t  they  wc;>e  not  disposed  or  did  not  dare  to  disanrij  and 
that  they  only  meant  to  temporize  till  their  treasure  ships 
should  arrive.  Then  the  moderation  of  this  country  waji 
obliged  to  terminate;  and  then  Mr.  Frere  applied  for  his  pass^ 
port.  On  t^ie  whole  he  was  convinced  the  house  mtist  be  cf 
opinion  tha^t  our  government  through  the  whole  of  the  ne- 
gotiation preserved  a  dignified  moderation  and  a  persererjng 
forbearance ;  and  he  hoped,  from  vrhat  he  knew  of  the  noble 
lords  ppposite,  they  would  not  allow  themselves»  for  the  sake 
of  opposing  ministers>  to  shew  any  differenco  of  opinion  on 
a  subject  in  which  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  country 
were  so  materially  conccri\ed.  The  detention  of  the  trea- 
sure ships,  he  stated,  was  completely  unconnected  with  the 
c^sfis  qf  the  war,  and  was  not  known  at  the  time  Mr.  Frere 
•bad  left  Madrid.  If,  however,  that  question  were  examined 
.according  to  the  lav.-  of  nations,  to  analogy,  or  expediency, 
he  contended  it  would  be  found  to  be  completely  justifiable. 
li(.  the  year  1761  we  had  allowed  all  the  treasures  of  Spain  to 
iirrive  in  their  ports  before  we  thought  of  proceeding  to  ex- 
tremities. We  had,  however,  on  this  occasion  been  more 
/ortunate,  and  he  was  persuaded  no  person  would  regret  that 
the  Spanish  treasure  ships  were  in  our  possession  rather  than 
in,  that  of  Bonaparte.  Even  too,  in  the  orders  given  for  the 
detention  of  these  ships  there  was  to  be  seen  the  same  system 
of  moderation  which  had  characterized  our  conduct  through- 
out 5  for,  though  in  justice  and  propriety  the  property  of  the 
private  subjects  of  a  country  is  equally  liable  to  be  seized  or 
detained  as  that  of  the  jgovernment  itself,  the  instructions 
glvQi  were  to  preserve  private  property  inviolate.  He  there- 
fore submitted  that  never  had  a  country  been  forced  into  war 
on  more  pure  and  immaculate  grounds  than 'this  country  had 
in  the  present  contest  with  Spain ;  fortunately  too,  the 
promptitude  and  exertions  with  which  our  orders  had  latterly 
^  i^en  executed,  w;hen  the  conduct  of  Spain  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  us  longer  to  shut  our  eyes  against  their  intentions, 
had  prevented  us  from  t>cing  injured  to  the  extent  we  other- 
wise might  by  our  formeir  forbearance.  Qn  these  grounds  he 
with  confidence  asked  of  the  house  to  vote  an  humble  address 
to  his  majesty,  which  was  in  the  terms  of  the  address  moved 
in  the  House  of  pommons. 

The  question  on  the  address  being  put, 

£ari  Spertcer  rose. — He  saw  the  matter  in  a  light  so  ex- 
tremely different  in  almost  every  particular  froni  the  noble 
lord  who  had  just  sat  down^  th^t  he  would  ill  discharge  his 
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dutf  to  his  sovereign  and  the  couDtry,  ,did  he  not  state  some 
of  his  reasons  of  dissent  from  the  address  which  had  ju*^ 
^en  moved.  Without  any  prefatory  observations  on  the 
snbfecty  he  trusted  that  noble  lords  woyld  IJcKeve  that  he 
would  be  one  of  the  last  nien  in  that  house^  for  iht  mttd 
sake  of  opposition  to  a  minister^  to  do  any  thing  which  could 
at  all  cast  discredit  on  the  government,  where'  the  character  of 
the  country  was  sd  intimately  concerned-  in  the  discussion. 
He  fdt^  however,  he  would  in  this  case  be  committing  the 
honour  and  dignity  X)f  the  country,  were  he  to  abstain  from 
delivering  the  sentiments  which  occurred  to-  him,  oh  a  fair, 
dispassionate,  and  careful  examination  of  the  materials  on.tlie 
table.  In  doing  so,  what  appeared  to  him  as  being  the  most 
tegular  and  parliamentary  course  would  be  to  move  an  amdnd^ 
menc.  He  could  not  propose  to  negative  the  acTdressihovcd 
by  the  noble  lord.  Having  sucli  materials  beiR^re  them,  as 
were  now  lying  on  the  table  of  t^at  house,  such  a  conduct 
would  indeed  be  iiftproperJ  They  could  alone  dfecbarge  fficnr 
duty  by  laying  their  sentiments  on  this  important  subject  be- 
fore his  majesty.  In  the'  first  place,  he  fek  to  hesitation  iri 
saying,  he  most  cordially  acquiesced  in  that  part  of  his  ma* 
jcsty's  declaration  which  states,  that  from  the  first  moment  of 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  this  country  and' 
Frlncc,  justifiable  grounds  existed  for  our  going  to  war  wrtH 
Spain  also.  On  that  subject  he  presumed' to  think  there  coiikld 
not  be  two  opinions.  But  if  government  thought  proper  to 
wave  that  right,  and  to  enter  into  negotiations  how"  far  they 
would  allow  Spain  to  fulfil,  and  how  fal*  they  would  not  allow 
her  to  fulfil  her  treaty  with  France ;  if  they  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  ^irittk  at  her  supplying  the  enemies  of  this  country  to 
a  certain  extent,  they  ought  clearly  and  explicitly  to  have  in* 
timated  to  what  extent  that  supply  wa/to  be  countenanced — . 
what  were  the  specific  terms  of  neutrality  they  would  submit 
to,  and  none  other.  If  they  had  done  so,  and  if  their  con-  . 
duct  had  been  actuated  by  that  moderation  and  humanity  the 
noble  lord  had  stated,  he  shoidd  have  agreed  in  the  propriety 
of  their  conduct ;  he  should  have  rejoiced  that  they  made 
every  becoming  efl&rt  to  preserve  peace  But  was  this  really 
the  case  ?  Had  the  conduct  of  this  government  been  cha^ 
ractcrized  by  humanity  and  m<$d^ation  ?  All  he  had  read 
•on  the  subject,  in  the  voluminous  bodies  of  papers  on  the 
table,  led  htm  to  form  a  very  different  optnion.  He  had  teen. 
nothing  of  firmness  or  consistency,  nothing  of  moderation 
or  humanity ;  th^ir  conduct  was  altogether  &ade  up  of  inanity 
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and  indecisu>D.  He  should  notice  >  few  paiticulars>  from 
which  ^  was  in4ucal  to  draw  tbi^  condi^ioOy  90d  to  regrets 
tliat  in  many  nespe^t^  duplicity  and  want  of  candour  had 
distinguished  the  instructions  of  ministers  to  our  ambassador 
at  libidxidi  .^^ore  thap  open  s^nd  ix^genuous  conduct,  whicE 
ought  to  distingi|ifh  a  great  nation.  Mr.  Frere  was  desired, 
in  His  instructions. frojn  goyer|iment,  to  get  every  explanation 
from  the  Spanish  minister  he  could)  but  hirasrlf  to  give  no 
information*  .The  Spanish  ministersi  therefore;  justly  com* 
plained|  that  they  did  not  know  what  he  wanted.  In  one 
place  he  is  d^ired  to  state,  that  the  granting  of  pecuniary 
succours  will  be  esteemed  a  sufficient  ground  of  war ;  and  im« 
niediatelv  afterwards  he  is  instructed  to  require  inibrmatioa 
9n  certam  other  points  before  hk  gives  any  answer  on  that 
subject.  Mr.  Frere's  own  conduct  shewed  that  he  did  not 
know  what  his  instructions  ^eant%  Indeed  they  were  so  va* 
rious  and  contradictory  in  themselves,  that  he  could  hardly 
be  supposed  to  be  able  to  reconcile  them.  There  was,  besides, 
a  want  of  vigour .  and  attention  on  the  part  of  government 
wliich  was  truly  astonishing,  ond  was  unquestionably  rcpre* 
hensible  in  the  highest  degree.  There  appeared  in  the  com- 
munications from  ministers  in  this  country  to  Mr.  Freie,  a 
chasm,  at  one  period,  from  the  22d  June  to  the  24th  Novem^ 
berj  again,  one  to  a  smaller  extent,  from  the  2d  of  Noveai* 
ber  to  the  middle  of  January;,  aiid  a  still  more  remarkable 
one  from  the  2xst  of  January  to  29th  September,'  being  a 
period  of  upwards  of  eight  months,  dfiring  which  a  new  and 
important  discussion  was  going  on  ^  one  of  a  very  delicate 
nature,  as  embracing  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war,  and  in 
which  the  honour  and  character  of  th«  country  were  con* 
cemed;  withtnit  a  single  line  of  instructions  being  sent  from 
the  government,  of  this  country  to  the  person  at  Madrid  who 
was  carrying  on  this  important  negotiation.  'J  he  detention 
of  the  Spam^h  treasure  ships  was  also  an  instance  of  uncom* 
mon  moderation  and  humanity.  It  had  been  attempted,  but 
most  unjustly,  to  assimilate  it  to  an  embargo  laid  on  in  a  port. 
I'o  subh  a  meas/are  it  had  not  the  most  distant  resemblance*; 
sind  before  our  ggvernmcnt  resorted  tt>  such  a  step  it  was 
called  on  by-eYa;y..principle'  of  candour  and  good  faith,  and 
by  cvcrjT  seqt jment  ^  of  honour  and  propriety,  to  give  the 
Spanish  government  intimation  .that  if  it  did  not  receive  every 
informauon  required,  it  was  its  determination  to  adopt  a  step 
of  the  kind.  It  .was  said  that  Mr.  Frere  ha4  left  I^adrid  be- 
fore the  xjcw^jf^  their  capture  or  detention  was  known  there. 
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But  what  did  that  avail?  Could  that  circumstance  render  their' 
^eotion  lawful?  Mr.  Frtre  had  never  intimated  to  the' 
^Spanish  minister  that  such  wat  the  intention  of  our  goven^- 
Bient.  But  what  was  still  more  remarkable,  and  might  afford 
greater  ground  for  calling  the  integtity  of  thje  intentions  of 
our  government  into  question,  the  register  ships,  it  was  wdl' 
known,  were  then  expected.  Mr.  Frere,  as  well  as  every 
person  elsei  must  have  been  aware  of  that  circumstance,  and 
at  this  very  period  i^  he  found  all  at  once  usin^  decisive  Ian- 
gnage,  and  insisting  on  having  hb  passports  fhe  noble  eail 
concluded  bj-  moving  an  amendment  similar  to  that  moved  m 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Grey. 

Lard  Sidifwuth  was  not  disposed  to  detain  their  lordships 
bog,  but  thought  himself  called  on  to  state  what  induced 
him  to  concur  in  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Iprd.  'Vhc 
noble  lord,  by  entering  minutely  into  the  merits  of  the  qncs- 
tion,  had  divested  the  subject  of  all  embarrassment,  and  re* 
lieved  him  from  the  necessity  of  travellifig  over  the  particular 
graundsi  as  they  appeared  in  the  papers  before  the-  lumse. 
If  ever  there  was  a  ground  for  war,  the  present  was  certainly 
one  of  that  description.  The  treaty  subsisting  between 
l^rance  and  Spain  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  no 
doubt  of  its  being  oftensive.  It  contained  engagements  of. 
unlimited  assistance.  That  forbearance,  at  the  same  time« 
which  his  majesty's  government  had  exercised,  was  justifiable 
ia  every  point  from  which  it  could  be  viewed^  This  he  was 
certain  of,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  system  that  Iiad 
been  pursued  during  his  continuance  in  office,  that,  to  the 
last  day  of  his  life,  he  should  reflect  on  with  greater  pleasmrc 
than  on  the  forbearance  they  had  exercised,  not  only  towatvis 
Spain,  but  other  powers  also.  I  heir  forbearance  towards 
France  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  thou^H 
noch  blamed  both  in  that  and  another  house,  was  of  the  same 
description  o(  policy,  and  had  originated  in  similar  motives. 
iUst,  t£  forbearance  in  that  case  was  at  all  justifiable,  th;it  to- 
wards Spain  vras  still  more  so.  It  was  connected  with  the 
preservation  of  a  weak  ally.  It  ^l^ras  the  safety  of  Portti^*! 
that  had  made  them  cautious  in  breaking  with  Spain.  There 
were  otlunr  reasons  also  fdf  forbearance  which  might  be  urged 
with  great  propriety,  but  which  he  did  not  think  it  necessury 
to  go  into  at  present.  The  prrtcrvation  of  Portugal  was  of 
itself  a  sufficient  justification  for  the  reluctance  they  hail  d-Is*. 
covered  to  come  to  hostilities,  fiut  the  noble  lord  who  hi  J 
sit  down  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  this  jTvrbefiranco  was 
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the  result  of  indecision,  and .  that  government  had  been 
wavering  and  irresolute.  There  was  nothing  in  the  instruc- 
tions of  Lord  Hawkesbury  that-  could  justify  that  conclusion^ 
Lord  Hawkesbury  had  directed  Mr.  Frere  to  refrain  from  giv- 
ing any  opinion,  but  to  transmit  the  commimications  to  his 
court.  There  was  nothing  in  this  that  could  be  construed 
into  wavering.  That  noble,  lord  had  also  said  in  his  instruc-* 
tions,  that,  if  Spain  did  no  more  than  aftbrd  the  stipulated 
pecuniary  aid,  there  would  be  no  war,  but  in  no  document 
had  any  such  pledge  been  given.  It  had  been  avowed,  in* 
deed,  that  if  France  should  be  allowed  more  than  an  equivalent 
sum,  that  that  circumstance  would  be  considered  as  a^deda- 
ration  of  war  j  or  tliat,  if  Spain  should  allow  any  part  of  the 
French  army  to  march  tlirough  her  territories,  his  Britannic 
majesty  would  regard  it  as  a  ground*  of  war.  It  was  evident* 
however,  tnat  a  disposition  fiivourable  to  peace  ran  througli 
the  whole  of  the  instructions.  The  prominent  object  waj*  to 
cultivate  relations  of  friendship  with  Spain.  The  noble  lord 
had  said  that  the  instructions  were  at  variance  with  each 
other  J  but  this  he  positively  denied.  They  had  been  uni- 
formly unwilling  to  lead '  Spain  into  hostilities,  though  never 
without  the  apprehension  that  France  would  ultimately  in- 
volve her  in  the  war.  In  the  passage  r^pccting  the  succours, 
he  denied  likewise  that  there  was  any  inconsistence.  It  had 
been  observed  that  there  were  a  great  many  chasms  in  the  cor* 
respondence;  but  this  objection  could  have  no  weight  till  they 
pointed  out  some  practical  inconveniences  arising  from  tliose 
chasms,  which  they  had  not  attempted  to  do.  The  noble 
lord  had  dwelt  on  the  information  received  from  Admiral 
Cochrane,  to  which  he  attached  so  little  importance;  but  the 
armaments  were  of  such  a  nature,  he  maintained,  as  to  have 
authorized  immediate  hostilities.  In  justification  of  the  ulti- 
mate rupture,  the  noble  lord  then  stated,  that  not  one  of  the 
objects  to  which  they  attached  importance  had  been  obtained 
from  Spain,  except  that  of  stopping  the  sale  of  prizes.  We 
had  required  that  foreign  troops  should  not  march  tlirbugU 
Spain,  and  the  French  fleet  at  Ferrol  had,  notwithstanding, 
.been  recruited  by  that  very  means.  We  had  pledged  our- 
selves to  this  country,  to  Spain,  and  to  Europe,  that*  if  they 
did  so,  we  should  declare  war.  A  confmencement  of  hosti- 
lities, therefore,  in  those  circumstances,  ought  not  to  have 
been  unexpected,  and  was  nothing  more  than  following  up  a 
former  declaration.  He  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  that  it 
would  be  dif&culc  to  give  to  tlie  succours  afforded  the  French 

any 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Pfi.U.]        ^  SPANISH  WAR.  icy 

anyotber  name  than  hostilities  against  Britain,  and  that  thej 
of  themselves  would  have  justified  a  war.  To  have,  how- 
ever, declared  war  on  that  ground  alone  would  have  dis- 
covered less  magnanimity;  ^d  the  time  was  not  then  arrived 
when  the  government  of  France  would  no  longer  allow  Spain, 
to  remain  neutral.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  navy  of 
Spain  would  have  been  an  object  to  France,  and  there  were 
strong  presumptions  that,  at  the  moment  of  the  rupture, 
means  were  taking  to  put  them  in  possession  of  it.  It  was 
pretended,  indeed,  that  those  armaments  were  making  to  ren- 
der their  neutrality  more  respectable  i  but  there  were  good 
reasons  to  believe  that  this  was  only  a  very* secondary  object. 
The  noble  lord  deprecated  that  conduct  that  went  to  enfeeble 
our  exertions,  by  rendering  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  war 
less  certain.  Nothing  was  more  calculated  to  give  vigour  to  a 
caiise  than  a  con\nction  of  its  being  good.  He  would  there- 
fore vote  against  the  amendment,  as  it  went  to  weaken  the 
grounds  on  which  we  had  undertaken  the  war. 

Lord  King  contended  that  the  principles  on  which  this  dis- 
cussion with  Spain  had  been  conducted  were  inconsistent  and 
contradictory.  That  forbearance  which  had  been  exercised 
at  the  beginning  of  it  ill  accorded  with  the  system  of  hostility 
that  succeeded.  Ministers  denied  the  existence  of  any  con- 
vention between  them  and  the  government  of  Spain,  respect* 
mg  the  stipulated  sums  that  Spain  was  to  pay  to  France  in 
lieu  of  contingents  j  but  even  from  their  own  statements  it  was 
impossible  not  to  discover  some  sort  of  agreement  or  under- 
standing. Without  gross  misrepresentation,  it  could  not  be 
denied  that  satisfaction  was  obtained  on  the  principal  points 
that  were  at  issue.  The  noble  lord's  instructions  shew  that 
he  ha4  obtained  satisfaction  from  some  quarter.  If  he  was 
satisfied,  why  did  he  not  inform  Mr.  Frere  so  ?  or  if  not* 
satbfied;  why  did  he  not  press  that  gentleman  to  get  farther 
satisfaction  ?  But  the  noble  lord  had  perhaps  been  busy  with 
the  volunteer  bill  when  he  should  have  been  attending  ro  his 
fbreign  relations.  The  noble  lord  then  attempted  to  account 
for  the  act^ty  exhibited  so  lately  in  that  department.  The 
present  mii&ters  had  declaimed  against  the  former  for  their 
want  of  energy,  and  they  wished,  perhaps,  td  shew  that  they 
had  more  spirit,  and  as  they  could  make  no  impression  upon 
France,  they  made  Spain  the  object  of  their  aggression.  The 
noble  lord  then  contended,  that  before  any  remonstrances 
cocid  have  arrived  in  Spain,  even  before  th^  had  been  dis- 
pKchcd  from '  this  country,  acts  l^d  been  conttnitted  that 
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;unounled  to  war,  :ind  ^this  had  been  done  without  ai^y  ej- 
phnation«  And  this  act  of  hostility  was  not  a  precaution  (qr 
the  jnirpose  of  preventing  troops,  being  ^cnt  to  Ferrol,  whicli 
had  been  complained  of,  but  a  precaution  taken  to  prevent  a 
subsidy  'o  Frunce»  to  whicii  they  seemed  to  have  made  no  po- 
sitive objection.  They  had  not  taken  measures  to  secure  Por- 
ttrgnl  previous  to  breaking  with  iSpaiui  nor  were  we  now  in  a 
situation  to  protect  her.  Nor  were  we  able,  he  thought,  to 
make  any  impression  on  the  Spanish  settlements  of  America, 
which  with  some  might  be  considered  a  principal  motive  for 
the  war,  and  even  if  we  were,  he  would  disapprove  of  soch  a 
measure.  It  would  only  be  multiplying  those  grounds  of  dis- 
*«nsion  of  which  we  had  already  too  many.  For  these  rea- 
sons, the  noble  lord  flattered  himself  that  a  great  part  of  the 
house  would  be  ready  to  concur  with  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  noble  carl. 

The  JsarJ  of  Westmoreland  insisted  that  the  system  of  for- 
bearance pursued  by  lus  majesty's  ministers  in  the  early  period 
of  this  business,  was  justified  dv  our  own  situation,  and  by 
that  of  Europe.  Spain  had  also  ju^id  out  some  hopes  that  she 
might  not  be  entirely  subservient  to  the  views  of  France.  Rea* 
sons  of  policy  also  justified  the  subsequent  conduct  of  govern- 
ment. Were  they  blamed  because  tUcy  had  made  no  previous 
declaration  of  war  ?  this  conduct,  the  noble  lord  argued,  was 
not  unprecedented.  It  was  thus  that  the  Spanish  armada  had 
attacked  our  shores,  and  it  was  thus  that  the  war  of  the  year 
T756  had  commenced  without  any  previous  notice.  This 
point  ihe  noble  lord  farther  illustrated  from  ancient  as  well  as 
modern  {)olicy«  aiKl  argued,  that  it  was  by  no  means  inconsist- 
ent with  the  laws  of  nations.  Though  they  had  made  no  de- 
claration of  war,  a  dispatch  had  been  sent  intimating  that  tbeii< 
lorbcarance  was  only  temporary.  It  was  impassible  for  his 
majesty's  government,  as  circumstances  stood,  to  avoid  the 
war :  he  would,  therefore,  his  lordship  said,  give  his  vote  for 
the  address. 

Lord  Darnley  maintained,  that  if  war  was  commenced 
)<'ithotit  any  previous  declaration^  it  ought  to  be  on  such 
gr«#unds  only  as  were  clear  to  ourselves  and  to  all  luiropc. 
Nothing  less  could  justify  the  omission  of  such  a  formality. 
He  reprobated  the  caj^Jture  of  the  frigates,  and  thought  it  little 
lK:tter  than  a  species  of  piracy.  lie  contended  that  the  sum 
given  to  France  by  *Spain  was  not,  contrary  to  what  had  been 
stated,  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  stipulated  contingents 
of  men  and.ships.    There  were  strong  ground^  for  peace,  he 
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Argued,  founded  In  policy,  on  account  of  Portugal,  which  was 
by  this  me^ns  left  exposed,  or  would  be  obliged  to  dc'clare 
agamst  us  abo.  He  had  never  heard  the  reason  why  other 
ships  of  war,  and  vessels  canying  naval  stores,  were  permitted 
to  pass  unmolested,  while  we  had  thought  ourselves  authorized 
to  seize  on  the  frigates.  This  circumstance  would  naty rally- 
lead  one  to  imagine  that  the  arrival  of  those  ships  had  induced 
his  majesty's  government  to  commence  hostilities.  His  lord- 
^p  concluded  with  observing,  that  we  had  the  misfortune  to 
have  the  opinion  of  the  rest  dF  Europe  against  us. 

The  house  tlxen  divided  on  the  question,  '^  That  the 
'  amendment  stand  part  of  the  motion'^ — 

Contents  3<$ — ^Non-contents  114. 

PrMiies  were  also  called  for,  and  his  Royal  Highness  the. 
Prince  of  Wales  gave  the  proxy  of  Eari  Moira  for  die  amend- 
ment.  ■ 

The  original  question  was  then  resumed. 

Earl  FitzivUliam  Was  of  opinion,  that  at  so  late  an  hour  hi 
the  night  it  would  be  advisable  to  adjourn  the  further  consi* 
deration  of  the  subject. 

L&rd  Hawkeshury  would  certainly  oppose  the  adjournment, 
if  a  motion  to  that  efiect  were  made.  The  question  had  al- 
ready been  discussed  at  great  length ;  but  if  the  noUe  earl 
thought  that  it  still  required  further  consideration,  it  was  not 
so  late  but  they  might  yet  hear  every  objection  that  could  be 
started  to  the  address,  and  on  many  occasions  the  house  had 
sat  to  a  much  later  hour.'  If  any  observations  were  made 
whidi  required  an  answer,  he  should  claim  the  indulgence  of 
their  lordships  for  that  purpose. 

Earl  Fitxiuilliam  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  satisfactory 
answer  had  been  given  to  the  observations  of  his  noble  friends 
on  these  most  extraordinary  papers. 

Lord  GrenvilU  then  ro^e,  arid  entered  int6  an  examination 
of  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  of  the  conduct  of  minfsters  in 
the  negotiation.  He  professed  his  utter  astonishment  that  the 
noUe  lord  who  had  risen  to  express  his  determination  to  op- 
pose any  motion,  for  an  adjournment,  had  not  thought  it  his 
duty  to  say  one  word  in  explanation  of  the  huge  mass  of 
papers  ofi  the  table,  so  as  to  throw  some  light  on  a  transaction^ 
which  in  his  mind  reflected  no  credit  on  the  administration  of 
which  he  formed  a  part ;  nay,  which  brought  great  discredit 
on  the  country  itself.  It  was  impossible  to  conceive  any  thing 
Inore  extraordinary  than  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  minis* 
IBcrs  hanS  IBecn  in  the  whole  cf  the  negotiation,  if  they  were  to 
'  VouL  18P5.  •Z  judge 
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judge  from  the  doniments  that  had  been  laid  before  them  9  f^r 
though  paper  was  heaped  on  paper»  and  they  had  deliveries 
after  deliveries,  there  was  no  conimunication  made  by  which 
they  could  learn  the  motives  of  government  in  this  most  im- 
portant and  calailnitous  afiair.  There  appeared  noting  but 
negligence,  inattention,  and  mystery.  For  the  whole  course 
of  eighteen  months  that  this  negotiation  had  lasted,  jthere  ap- 
peared but  four  dispatches  from  ministers  to  Mr.  Frere9  at 
Madrid ;  and  even  these  were  distinguished  only  by  their  con- 
taining nothing  to  the  purpose,  or  by  being  unintelligible,  or 
contradictory.  The  noble  lord  opposite  to  him  had  thrown 
out  a  challenge  that  no  charge  could  be  brought  against  minis- 
ters for  their  conduct  in  this  negotiation  i  he  accepted  the 
challenge,  ^d  presumed  to  say  he  should  prove,  from  their 
own  papers,  that  they  had  been  most  criminally  remiss,  silent, 
and  inattentive  to  all  the  eager  and  repeated  applications 
which  had  been  made  to  them  by  the  Spanish  government  to 
aplain  their  system }  that  they  had  even  kept  their  own 
agent  at  the  court  of  Madrid  ignorant  of  th^ir  views ;  that  they 
had  neglected  every  opening  that  had  been  made  them  of  pre- 
venting^a  rupture }  that  they  had,  without  provocation,  treated, 
in  the  first  instance,  with  indifference  and  contempt  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  when  they  had  thus  finally  driven  them  into  the 
hands  of  France,  that  they  had  acted  with  violence,  injustices, 
and  unpardonable  precipitancy.  The  noble  lord,  to  illustrate 
these  points,  shewed  from  the  documents  on  the  table,  that 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  France,  ministers 
had  taken  more  than  a  fortnight  to  think  of  an  instruction  to 
Mr.  Frere  at  Madrid^  how  to  conduct  himself  towards  that 
important  court  on  that  Interesting  emergency.  Their  first 
instruction  was  dated  the  2d  of  June,  and  from  that  period  no 
second  letter  was  sent  by  them  .to  their  minister  at  Madrid, 
Un^l  the  24th  of  November  following ;.  and  this,  though  he 
repeatedly  solicited  them  to  be  explicit,  and  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  treating  the  Spanish  court  with  care,  attention,  and  re- 
spect. Tliis  was  not  all.  The  Spanish  court  was  most  de- 
sirous of  coming  to  a  good  understanding  with  England,  and 
made  the  most  earnest  applications  for  that  purpose.  No 
answer  whatever  was  given  to  these  repeated  invitations  to  an 
amicable  negotiation.  Though  goaded  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  mpst  anxious  state  of  suspense,  they  could 
not  obtain  from  our  ministers  any  other  treatment  than  that  of 
silent  Contempt.  In  this  way  the  months  of  June,  July  ?n4 
August  passed,  without  the  slightest  attention  by  mimsters'to 
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their  a^ficatfons  and  even  the  letters  and  instances  of  their 
oirn  ministar  resident  there ;  although  he  inforiQed  them  that, 
at  that  time,  the  cause  of  England  was  popular 'with  all  ranks 
of  people  in  j>patn;  that  they  were  most  desirous  of  connect- 
ing themsdves  with  Great  Britain,  as  the  means  of  keeping 
them  out  of  the  hands  of  France;  and  that  the  moment  was 
most  favourable  for  that  purpose.  All  this  was  neglected,  and, 
at  length,  driven  by  the  criminal  neglect  and  silence  of  £ng- 
hod,  the  Spanish  government  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  in- 
fluence of  France,  and  agree  to  permit  a  small  body  of  1500 
xaen  to  inarch  tlirough  Spain  to  recruit  their  ships  at  Ferrol. 
Thb  fact  Mr.  Frere  transmitted  on  the  9th  September,  and 
stated  the  remonstrance  which  he  had  made  of  his  own  head, 
#n  the  subject.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  was  not  till  the  a4th 
of  November  that  be  received  an  instruction  on  the  subject  ^ 
aad  then  Mr.  Frere  being  at  length  relieved  in  some  sort  from 
the  painful  ignorance  and  nullity  in  which  he  had  been  kept, 
thanked  ministers  most  gratefully  for  telling  him  what  he  was 
to  do.  Lord  Grenville  expatiated  on  the  indecision  and  weak- 
ness of  the  whole  system  of  the  few  instructions  which  ap- 
peared in  the  immense  space  of  time  that  elapsed,  which  he 
described  as  "  rari  nantes  in  gurgite  ttasto*'  In  no  one  in- 
stance had  they  given  Mr.  Frere  plain,  intelligible  grounds  to 
act  upon;  and  he  had  therefore  been  uhder  the  necessity  of 
drawing  his  own  conclusions  from  them,  which  were  not 
dways  perhaps  strictlv  conformable 'to  the  text.  For  in  hi^ 
note  to  the  Chevalier  dc  Cevallos,  he  says  that  war  will  be  the 
Ittfidbble  consequence  of  their  fulfilling  their  treaty  with 
Vxtoce;  whereas  he  is  instructed  to  protest  against  the  mea- 
sure, and  to  declare-that  his  majesty,  though  he  may  abstain, 
from  the  consideration^f  its  being  a  temporary  expedient,  yet 
he  must  be  at  liberty  to  consider  a  perseverance  in  the  system 
as  a  jnst  cause  of  war  at  any  future  period  when  circumstances 
may  render  it  necessary.  There  were  three  *othcr  points  itv 
that  instruction  of  the  24th  of  November,  with  respect  to  thtf 
admission  of  French  troops  into  Spain,  naval  preparations,  and 
die  protection  to  British  commerce  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  But 
in  the  third  instruction,  dated  the  21st  of  January,  every  thing 
Kke  decision  is  withdrawn,  and  he  is  desired  to  avoid  coming 
to  a  sadden  or  unfavourable  issue.  From  that  time  not  one 
lettc*'' of  instruction,  or  of  information  of  any  kind,  was  sent 
to  him  for  eight  months,  not  even  an  intimation  of  the  change 
Aat  occurred  in  his  majesty's  councils,  and  although  it  was  a 
tape  6il  of -the  most  anxious  and  important  interest  to  Great 

Z  2  Britain* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JT*!  THE  MRtlAMBNTARY  REGISTER.  itArtli>*>- 

Brttam.  The  noble  lord  contended  that  all  the  four  dbpatchc« 
were  either  nugatory,  indecisive,  or  contradictory;  and,  though 
he  could  not  blame  Mr.  Erere  under  such  circumstances,  and  he 
certainly  did  not  blame  him,  yet  his  notes  and  conversationf 
with  M.  Cevalloshad  been  as  contradictory,  as  the  instructions 
he  had  received.  He  had  demanded  that  the  sale  of  priaes 
should  be  stopt,  and  this  the  noble  secretary  of  state  said,  mi« 
nisters  had  not  thought  worth  writing  about*  It  was  a  mea- 
sure which,  in  his  mind,  it  was  not  for  the  interest  of  England 
to  contend  for,  as  it  must  always  be  for  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion that  has  the  superiority  at  sea  to  prevent  all  shackles  upon 
navigation.  Ministers  did  not  instruct  him,  indeed,  to  make 
this  demand,  but  they  expressed  neitherapprobation  nor  disap* 
probation  of  his  conduct  iademanding  the  discontinuance o£' 
the  sale  of  prize?,  ^nd  in  so  doing  they  took  the  proceeding 
upon  themselves.  They  could  not  say  that  they  were  not  an«- 
^werabl^  for  the  measures  of  their  agent,  for  nothing  was  so 
clearly  'established  among  the  laws  of  nations  as  that  a  go- 
vernment was  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  its  agents,  unless 
formally  disavowed.  But  Mr.  Frwe  demanded  two  points— 
the  sale  of  prizes  and  all  armaments  to  be  stopped.  One  of - 
th^se  hC)  obtained,  and  the'  other  was  explained,  dnd  a  demand 
made  to  know  whether  they  were  to  be  considered  as  in  a 
state  of  neutrality  if  they  confined  themselves  to  the  mere  pe- 
cuniary succour  stipulated  in  their  treaty.  Lord  Grenville  in^ 
Veighed  against  the  inattention  paid  to  the  three  letters  of  the 
Spanish  minister  at  this  court,  who  could  neither  obtain  ac<r 
cess  to  the  secretary  of  state,  nor  an  answer  from  him  to  his 
repeated  official  communications.  Such  was  the  treatment 
$hewn  to  a  high-minded  and  most  gallant  nation,  who  plumed 
itself  on  the  observance  of  etiquette,  and  whose  pride  was 
wounded  bv  the  slightest  appearance  of  neglect !  Such  wa^ 
the  style  of  the  negotiation  which  ministers  could  boast  of  as 
being  free  from  reproach!  Such  was  the  moderation  which 
they  had  shewn  in  this  most  delicate  afiairl  Mr.  Frere,  by 
some  unfortunate  circumstances,  had  occasioned  some  irrita- 
tion about  this  time,  and  he  left  Madrid  and  the  affairs  of  his 
mission  to  his  brother  and  secretary.  1  hose  who  knew  the 
character  of  that  court  must  be  aware  that  a  more  improper 
person  could  not  have  been  selected  than  the  person  who  was 
ehosen-^not  from  any  personal  cause  of  unfitness,  but  merely 
from  the  rank  and  station  he  had  previously  filled  at  tl^ 
same  court.  But  in  this  w^y  the  negotiation  was  managed 
until  the  cloud  came  over  our  heads  and  the  thunder  burst. 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Cockrane  tnrote  liome  ta^y  that  there.:  were  ihnec: 
ships  of  the  line  apparently  fitting. out  in  the  port  of  FcrroL  • 
At  the  same  time  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Frere  ^d  to  the  gotonor 
of  FexTol.     The  Spanish  gpvernment  had  at. once  and  une-. 
qoivocally  declared  that  the  sole  object  of  this  was  to  trans-. 
port  some  troops  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay  \|^here  a  rebdlipn  had^* 
fcroken  out ;  and  at  fb£  same  time  the  ^vernor  of  Ferrolhad 
said)  that,  as  it  gave  him  mieasiness^  the  men  shoul4.^  put . 
vjomc^  and  sent  round  by  land,  however  inconvenient.  ^  -Ad* 
iniral  Cochrane  was  not  content  with  this,  but  said  he  should 
insist  on  receiving  a  detailed  account  of  their  being  dismantled* 
Lord.  Grenville  begged  noble  lords  to  make  this  case  their 
own»  and  say  what  their  feelings  would  be  if  such  language 
were  used  to  a  British  admiral  commanding  at  Portsmouth^ 
fafecause  he  had  chosen  to  send  troops  round  tlie  coastinafew^^ 
ships  of  the  iinp.    Such  was  the  commencement  of  our  vio* 
loocei  and  though  a  satisfactory  answer,  as  he  thought,  waT 
given;  for  he  sincerely  believed  that  they  had  no  object  ia. 
putting  some  few  men  and  provisions  on  board  these  three , 
ships,  but  really  to  quell  the  tumult  in  Biscay,  it  being  much 
easier  to  send  troops  by  seathan  through  that  mountainpus  pro- 
mice  ;  at  atime  too  when  they  were  labpuring  under  the  dfead : 
of  a  malignant  fever;  yet  we  proceeded  to  the  violence  of  as* 
saalting  their  ships  on  the  high  seas.-    This  had  h^n.'said 
to  be  no  more  than  laying  an  embargo  on  an  enemy's  ships. 
Was  there  no  difference  r  Was  there  no  difference  between 
ddaying  merchants*  ships  which  might  be  delivered  back,, 
and  assaulting  ships  on  the  high  seas  i  There  was  a  mighty 
difference.    Stop  the  ships  of  a  merchant,  and  they  may  be 
delivered  up.    Take  his  property,  and  he  might  be  indemni- 
fied.   ImprisQP  seamen,  and  they  might  be  discharged.  .  But 
bum,  sink,  and  blow  up  ship  and  crew^  and  who  can  restore 
the  innocent  blood  that  was  spilt  ?    There  were  some  acts  of 
hardship  and  severity  which  the  laws  of  civilised  war  permit* 
tcdt  hut  this  atrocious  act  of  barbarity  was  contrary  to  all.  law 
of  nations,  and  stamped  indelible  infamy  on  our  name.     The: 
Fneach  branded  us  with  the  name  of  a  mercantile  people,  and 
said   that  we  wiere  ever  thirsting  after  gold.    They  would' 
therefiDre  impute  this  violence  to  our  eagerness  for  the  doUacs. 
Better  that  aB^  the  dollars,  and  ten  times  the  quantity,  wexe 
paid,  so  as  it  could  wash  away  the  stain  which  had  been 
brought  npon  our  arms.    At  a  time  when  we  were  armed  to* 
repel  the  atrocities  <^  France,  this  was  not  a  time  to  display 
auchasnirit.    He  iostfted  that  the  seizure  of  the  treasure  ships 
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had  np  resemblance  to  the  stoppage  of  the  Dutch  ships>  nor 
to  the  measure  rccoiriTncnded  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham  in  1761. 
He  deprecated  the  war  in  which  this  scries  of  neglect,  con- 
tempt and  violence  had^Iunged  us.  fle  denied  that  it  war 
popuhrl  A  ^^'^r  with  Spain,  however  easy  ministers  had 
shewn  that  it  was  to  provoke  and  begin,  in-as  not  so  easy  to 
get  ont  of.  ■  If  the  stories  that  were  floating  were  true,  of  des- 
perate, mad,  and  romantic  cj^peditions  against  Spanish  Amc- 
rica,  he  would  prophecy  that  it  would  be  a  most  cdamitous  war 
to  Great  Britain.  He  said  tJiat  a  more  perilous  and  a  more  ca-< 
lamitous  adventure  for  the  sake  of  mere  plunder  could  not  be 
undertaken  than  such  an  expedition,  either  for  the  country* 
that  gave  it  birth,  or  for  humanity  in  general.  He  concluded 
by  saying,  that  he  did  not  rise  thus  to  discharge  his  duty  from 
any  motive  of  a  wanton  attack  on  the  king's  ministers,  or  to 
?:^rive  to  destroy  their  popularity,  but  from  a  serious  convic- 
ti'on  that  the  war  might  have  been  prevented  by  common  care 
on  their  part,  and  that  it  was  totally  unprovoked  and  unneces-. 
sary,  so  also  would  it  be  most  grievous  and  unfortunate  to  the 
country. 

Lord  Hawleshury  rq>ljed  to  the  noble  lord;  when  the  ques- 
tion on  the  original  motion  was  called  for,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative  without  a  division. 
'  Adjbtffhcd  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


'HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  II. 

Mr.  Owen,  from  the  India  house,  presented  certain  ac* 
ceants  relative  to  the  war  that  had  broken  out  between  Hoi- 
kar  and  our  government  in  India.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Vicary  Gibbs,  esq.  on  his  re-election,  and  two  other  mem- 
bers, took  the  oaths  and  their  seats. 

Sir  W.  Young,  after  a  few  observations,  moved,  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  house  returns  of  all  the  coffee  imported  into 
Great  Britain  from  the  British  plantations  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  the  duties  paid  thereon,  for  the  three  years  ending  5th 
January  1803,  5th  January  1804,  and  5th  January  1805,  dis- 
tinguishing the  separate  amounts  of  each  year ;  which,  with 
several  otter  accounts,  were  ordered  to  be  presented. 

On  -tht  motion  of  Mr.  Crccvey,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
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CQOunissioa  of  the  commissioners  for  regulating  the  affairs  ^f 
the  nary  (presented  to  the  house  on  Thursday)  be  printed. 

The  loyalty  loan  bill  was  read  a  first  timej  and  ordered  to 
t)e  read  a  second  time  next  day. 

Sir  W.  Scott  gave  notice^  that  on  an  early  day,  as  soon  as 
the  pressure  of  public  business^  would  allow,  he  meant  to  sub« 
mit  a  motion  to  the  house,  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen 
with  respect  to  prize-money. 

Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
accounts  by  all  sheriffs,  gaolers,  &c.  in  Ireland,  of  all  persons 
committed  to  their  custody  since  July  1803,  for  seditions  and 
treasonable  offences,  stating  the  causes  of  their  confinement  as 
expressed  in  the  warrants.     Ordered. 

Sir  Evan  Nepean  brought  up  the  bill  for  suspending  the 
habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland. .  Read  a  first  time,  and  after  .a 
few  words  from  Mr.  Grey  and  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  on  Wednesday. 

SPANISH   WAR. 

l*he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  taking  into  consideration  the  papers  relative  to  the  dis- 
cussion with  Spain,  and  also,  that  the  additional  papers,  pre- 
sented on  the  2d,  4th,  and  6tix  of  February,  be  at  the  same  timjs 
taken  into  consideration.  1 

On  the  question  being  put  and  agreed  to, 
TbtCbancei/or  of  the  Exchequer  rose.  I  feel  infinite  satisfaction, 
&r,  (said  the  right  hon.  gentleman)  that  the  day  is  at  length 
irrived  for  entering  into  the  discussion  of  r^is  important  ques^ 
tioD,  in  a  way  so  well  suited  to  the  magnitude  of  the  subject^ 
2nd  to  the  formation  of  a  fair,  a  just,  and  an  impartial  judgment 
on  the  whole  transaction ;  and  though  the  bare  perusal  of  the 
ptpen  on  your  table  would  be  abundantly  sufficient  to  satisQr 
every  rational  mind  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  present 
war,  yet,  considering  the  multiplicity  of  those  paper$  j  consit^' 
dering  the  nature  and  character  of  th^  transaction ;  eonsidering 
also  how  important  it  is  to  his  majesty's  government,  how  de^ 
sirable  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  house,  to  have  every  point 
set  in  its  proper  light,  I  shall  enter  minutely  into  the  particular 
stages  of  the  negotiation,  and  the  successive  conduct  of  his 
nifty's  ministers,  firom  the  earliest  commencement  of  the 
di$cnsiioa%  down  to  the  period  when  they  terminated  in  the 
mpture.  I  am  anxious  that  the  eircumstances  which  led  to 
liosdEties  should  be  fiilly  and  fairly  investigated ;  and  I  think 
it  lifck  Vkely  that,  after  such  an  investigation,  any  doubts  can 
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be  entertained  as  to  the  ultimate  justice  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  war  h^  unfortunately  taken  place.  But  my  anxiety 
is  not  confined  to  this  point  only,  I  am  dlso  equally  anxious  to 
prove,  that  through  the  whole  progress  of  the  negotiation,  the 
conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers  had  been  exemplary  for  mo- 
'  deration,  temper,  and  forbearance,  so  far  as  such  sentiments 
could  be  acted  upon  consistently  with  the  honour,  the  inte- 
rests, and  the  security  of  the  empire ;  and  that  they  had  not 
been  wanting;  in  measures  of  vigour  and  decision,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  relations  of  both  countries  rendered  such 
measures  necessary  and  unavoidable.  The  first  part  of  this 
subject,  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  house,  is  a 
view  of  the  relative  situation  in  which  Spain  was  placed  by  the 
rupture  between  France  and  this  countiy.  Here  I  must  refer 
to  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  concluded  between  France  and 
iSpain  in  the  year  1 796 ;  and  it  is  more  particularly  necessary 
for  me  to  advert  to  that  treaty,  as  in  the  cohsideratiofl  of  the 
papers  now  on  yopr  table,  there  wiU  be  frequent  occasion  to 
.  advert  to  its  provisions.  It  is  therefore  of  importance  to  as- 
certain in  the  outset  the  nature  and  extent  of  those  ei^ge- 
xnents,  by  which  Spain  was  bound  accorc^ng  to  the  terms  of 
that  treaty.  I  am  sure  I  need  not  press  further  upon  the 
liouse,  that  that  treaty  was  defensive  and  offensive,  when  I 
state  that  each  contracting  pa^ty  guaranteed  to  the  other  the 
integrity  of  their  respective  possessions^  that  it  contained  a 
stipulation  for  a  contingent  auxiliary  force  of  a  large  amount* 
fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  and  twenty-four  thousand  men,  a  con« 
tingent  falling  little  short  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  dispos- 
able force  of  Spain,  to  be  furnished  by  either  party  in  case  the 
other  should  be  engaged  in  war.  After  this  the  treaty  pro- 
.c^ds  to  state,  and  expressly  in  the  eighth  article,  that  the 
single  circumstance  of  the  demand  of  that  contingent  by  either 
party^  was  sufiicient  to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  occasion,  anil 
the  obligation,  oh  the  other  to  supply  the  succours,  without  in* 
xjuiry  inio  tha  Ji^stice  of  the  cause,  without  inquiry  into  the 
charact(»r  of  /the  vTar,  whether  offensive  or  defensive,  and 
without  the  liberty  of  considering  what  means  there  might  be 
for  eluding  the  necessit]^  of  furnishing  the  succours.  In  the 
eleventlL  article  it  was  stipulated,  that  m  the  event  of  the  con- 
tingent siiccours  proving  insufficient,  the  party  at  war  was  to 
have  the  right  of  c^lmg  for  the  grieatest  possible  force  the 
/Other  could  supply,  to  be  employed  cither,  jointly  with  its  ow{i 
'forces^,  or  separatdy  in  op^^ions  against  its  eneitiy.  In  thk 
^bsequent  Vtlcles,  it  was  stipulatcfdj  Ihat  ill  the  case  of  both 
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.  xutioos  being  at  the  same  moment  involved  in  a  war,  the  fov* 
mer  stipulations  relative  to  contingent  succourr  should  cease> 
and  the  whole  force  of  both  was  to  be  employed  in  their 
common  defence  against  a  common  enemy.  I  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  state  fully  the  nature  of  the  stipulations  of  this 
treaty,  both  as  it  would  be  important  to  bear  them  in  mind, 
ia  order  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government  throughout  the  whole  transaction,  and  akp 
with  a  view  to  obviate  an  attempt  at  reasoning,  which  ha4 
been  adopted  in  some  instances,  and  which  bad  been*  parties* 
hrly  insisted  on  in  one  or  two  notes  of  the  Spanish  minister  m 
this  country,  to  prove  that  the  treaty  was  not  offensive  but 
defensive,  I  desire  the  house  to  bear  this  circumstance  in 
mind,  because  I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  notice  such 
reasoning,  when  I  shall  come  to  shew  f  hat  the  plain  intent  and 
obviom  meaning  of  the  treaty  is  borne  out  by  the  spirit,  ajxl 
that  it  is  necessarily  offensive  and  defensive.  In  what  otha: 
light  it  can  be  viewed,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine,  especially 
wh^  viewed  with  regard  to  the  situation  in  which  Spain  was 
placed  by  it,  precluded  from  the  right  of  asking  the  motives 
o|i%]]kh  war  might  be  entered  upon  \  the  right  of  consulting 
either  its  inclination  or  ability  to  furnish  the  contingent :  in 
which,  by  the  dictation  of  France,  it  was  deprived  of  all  those 
rights  which  necessarily  belong  to  all  independent  nations. 
The  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  if  not  formally  and  distinctly 
disclaimed  by  Sp»n,  would  h^ve  justifiedthis  country  in  con- 
sidering Spain,  from  the  moment  when  the  rupture  with 
France  took  place,  a  principal  in  the  war.  This  opinion  was 
founded  on  the  indisputable  rights  of  nations,  and  svpported 
by  the  most  celebrated  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations.  When 
we  find  that  in  the  treaty  concluded  in  1796  between  France 
and  Spain,  there  is  no  article  binding  on  the  latter  but  against 
this  country,  and  that  there  is  one  article  in  it  expressly 
directed  against  us,  we  have  in  this  an  offensive  and  defensive 
treaty,  which,  according  to  the  soundest  principles  of  the  laws- 
of  nations,  would  Justify^  our  treating  Spain  as  a  principal  in 
the  war  we  carry  on  with  France,  firom  the  moment  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  article  was  intimated  to  us.  But  when  we 
know  the  time  and  circumstances  in  which  France  dictated  to 
Spain  the  terms  of  this  humiliating  treaty,  when  we  are  aware 
of  the  utter  inability  of  Spain,  under  all  its  then  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  have'  opposed  any  effectual  resistance  to  the 
wishes  of  its  overbearing  ally,  we  cannot  be  at  any  loss  for 
the  motives  of  France  in  reducing  Spaii\  to  such  a  degrading 
Vol.  I.  18P5I  '      Aa  vassalage, 
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Tassa1a};e,  in  order  that,  by  depriving  her  of  the  poi^er  of 
consulting  either  her  inclination  or  interest  in  her  relations 
with  otlier  indiependcnt  states,  the  whole  weight  of  her  strength 
and  means  might,  on  an  occasion,  be  directed,  in  conjunction 
with  those  of  France,  against  the  power  of  thcBritish  empire. 
This  was  the  situation  in  which  hi^  majesty's  ministers  found 
themselves  when  the  aggressions  and  injustice  of  the  present 
ruler  of  France  forced  them  into  the  present  rupture.  This 
was  the  situation  of  the  relations  between  both  countries, 
when  his  majesty's  ministers,  actuated  by  sentiments  which  I 
cannot  but  applaud,  resolved  to  delay  their  determination 
with  respect  to  the  light  in  which  they  should  regard  Spain, 
till  they  should  sec  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent,  Spain 
would  be  disposed  to  carry  its  observation  of  the  terms  of  the 
treaty.  In  whatever  light  the  treaty  should  be  viewed,  it 
could  not  be. considered,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  but  as  a  re- 
luctant tribute  to  the  overbearing  dictates  of  its  ambitious 
and  tyrannic  ally ;  yet,  whilst  stipulations  so  directly  hostile 
to  the  interests  and  security  of  this  country  remained  in 
force,  no  man,  I  am  confident,  in  this  house  will  deny,  that 
it  could  only  be  attributed  to  extreme  pusillanimity  on  the  part 
of  bis  majesty'^s  government,  if  they  had  not  required  a  clear, 
distinct,  and  explicit  renunciation  of  the  offensive  articles  : 
but  the  feelings  to  which  I  have  alluded,  for  the  degraded 
and  humiliating  situation  of  that  country,  and  which  so 
justly  influenced  his  majesty's  ministers  on  the  occasion,  dic- 
tated a  spirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance  in  the  measures 
they  adopted  with,  respect  to  a  court  of  which,  though  an 
enemy,  I  am  not  disposed  to  spenk  with  severity  5  at  the  same 
time  that  I  cannot  but  admit  that  in  its  present  state,  it  seems 
to  possess  very  little  of  that  honourable  spirit,  and  those  high 
minded  sentiments,  by  which  the  Spanish  nation  has  been  so 
long  characterised.  On  this  ground  I  am  convinced  that  the 
tenderness,  moderation,'  and  forb«farance  shewn  by  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  from  the  impulse  of  such  generous  senti- 
ments, for  the  degrading  situation  to  which  necessity,  not 
choice,  had  reduced  Spain,  will  meet  with  the  decided  ap- 
probation of  the  house.  I  state  this  particularly,  because  it 
was  in  the  first  instance  deemed  expedient  to  gain  time,  and 
the  Spanish  court  seertied  as  desirous  to  get  rid  of  their  en- 
gagements as  we  were  to  detach  them  from  their  ally.  But 
considering  the  situation  in  which  Spain  was  placed,  consider- 
ing the  situation  and  circumstances  of  Europe,  considering 
also  that  the  intemperate  and  precipitate  conduct  of  the 
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French  ruler  might  compel  Spain  to  take  an  active  part  wxtL 
him  in  the  war^  the  same  sentiment  to  spare,  the  same  gene- 
rous feelings  for  its  degraded  situation,  could  no  longer  be 
suffered   to  influence  his  majesty's  government  to  a  perse*  < 
verance  in  the  system  of  moderation  upon  which  they  had 
hitherto  acted.    To  act  longer  upon  such  a  system,  under, 
such  discouraging  circumstances*  would  not  be  to  give  Avay 
to  the  influence  of  cenerous  sentiments  or  honourable  feeU. 
ings,  but  to  enable  Spain,  under  the  dictation  of  France,  to 
accumulate  resources,  and  armies,  and  fleets,  and  arsenals,  to 
be  at  the  disposal  of  France.     France  might  at  once  demand 
the  contingent  of  fifteen  sail  of  the  line  and  24,000  men  ; 
she  could   moreover  demand,  that   Spain  should  put  into 
activity  the  whole  force  that  she  could  commands    At  any 
moment  it  was  in  the  power  of  France  to  call  for  the  whole^ 
cither  of  the  treasure  of  Spain  or  of  the  blood  of  her  subjects, 
unless  the « contingent  succours  should  be  deemed  sufficient ; 
"nJ  for  what  purpose  ?  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  French  in^ 
the  war  against  this  country ;  for  a  purpose  announced  at  the 
very  outset  of  the  war,  continued  tJirough  every  stage  of  its 
progress,  and  never  once  suspended  but  in  practice ; — ^for  the^ 
purpose  of  destroying  the  power  and  independence  of  this 
country; — ^for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  this  noble  bar- 
rier against  the  encroachments  of  French  ambition  on  the 
liberties  and  independence  of  mankind-  {Hear  !  hear  i  hear  !) 
These  were  the  mixed  duties  which  his  majesty's  minister^ 
had  to  perform,  duties  the  most  difficult  that  the  ministers 
of  so  great  a  nation  as  this  could  have  to  discharge,  in  ten- 
derness to  a  nation  forced  to  devote  itself  to  r^in  to  promote 
the  criminal  purposes  of  our  most  inveterate  enemy.     I  have? 
pe^aps  dwelt  longer  on  this  top'xc  than  may  be  thought  ne- 
cessary, but  I  was  particularly  desirous  of  being  explicit  as  to 
the  nature  of  those  relations  of  both  countries,  which  it  will 
be  necessary  to  bear  constantly  in  mind,  in  order  to  form  a 
clear  and  adequate  judgment  of  the  whole  conduct  of  his 
majesty's  ministers.     Having  said  thus  much,  I  hope  I  shall 
£0  into  a  consideration  ot  the  papers,  without  perplexity, 
horn  the  earliest  stages,  up  to  the  termination  of  the  discus- 
sion.    Gentlemen  have  inquired,  whether  any  instmctioqs 
had  been  sent  out  to  our  minister  at  Madrid,  to  prepare  the 
Spanish  court  for  the  conduct  which  we  were  about  to  adopt 
with  r<^pect  to  that  nation.     They  will  find  by  a  reference  to 
the  papers,  that  So  early  as  the  month  of  October  1 802,  in- 
structions, with  a  view  to  a  possible  rupture  with' France^ 
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had  been  sent  out  to  Mr.  Frcrc,  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the 
sentiments  contained  in  which  every  man  in  this  House  can- 
not but  approve  (hear!  hear!)  as  highly  honourable  to  the. 
government  of  this  country,  and  no  less  favourafble  to  the 
situation  and  interests  of  Spain.  The  leading  points  in  these 
instructions  were,  to  endeavour  to  separate  Spain  from  France, 
iii  tlie  event  of  a  renewal  of. hostilities  with  France;  or  if  * 
this  would  not  succeed,  to  endeavour  to  secure  its  neutraHty, 
for  the  purpose  of  deferring  its  hostility  as  long  as  possible, 
is  a  matter  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  Spain  and  Grear 
Britain.  These  instructions  were  explicit  as  to  the  line  of 
(induct  our  minister  was  to  pursue  in  the  event  of  a  renewal 
of  the  war  at  that  period.  These  instructions  he  acted  upon 
until  he  received  Lord  Hawkesbury's  further  instructions^ 
dated  2d  June.  The  house  will  be  aware,  that  he  had  been 
before  directed  to  demand  a  clear,  formal,  and  explicit  re* 
minciation  of  the  offensive  treaty  with  France.  His  majesty's 
ihinisters  renewedtheir  instructions  to  that  effect  in  thedispatch 
(jf  the  2d  June.  [Here  the  right  hon.  gentleman  read  from 
the  paper,  No.  I.  in  the  first  set  laid  before  the  house,  the 
detailed  instructions  *  relative  to  the  terms  of  the  Spanish 
neutrality,  and  then  proceeded].  Now,  sir,  I  think  it  will 
not  be  difficult  to  prove  that  these  instructions  are  founded 
on  the  principles  ot  justice,  and  in  the  genuine  spirit  of  the 
laws  of  nations.  It  will  appear,  if  we  examine  them  by  these 
standards,  that  we  stopped  short  of  what  we  had  a  right  ta 
ihsi^t  upon.  As  to  the  consideration  of  the  limited  suc- 
cours, they  h^d  not  been  touched  upon,  because  they  had 
not  been  involved  in  the  question  -,  they  had  not  been  eveo 
brought  into  discussion,  and  of  course  formed  no  part  of  the 
subject,  because  we  were  not  bound  to  acquiesce  in  thern^ 
vnless  Spain  should  explicitly  renounce  every  other  stipula-' 
fion  of  the  treaty,  so  far  as  they  might  give  France  a  right 
fo  demand  further  succours.  But  even  so,  on  the  authority 
of  the  best  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations,  we  should  not  be 
b6und  to  accede  to  such  terms,  and  the  bare  existence  of  a 
treaty,  for  even  limited  contingent  succours,  would  justify  us 
in  going  to  war,  if  Spain  should  refuse  to  renounce  it  expli- 
citly. The  question  too,  relative  to  the  acquiescence  in  the 
limited  succours,  would  necessarily  depend  on  their  extent, 
and  the  proportion  they  might  bear  to  the  whole  force  of 
Spain.  A  distinction,  however,  should  be  made  between 
a  treaty  with  an  ancient  and  habitual  s(lly,  and  a  treaty 
ain^ed  at  the  existence  and  independence  of  another  nation. 
•  Tha 
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That  his  imjesty's  mmUters  hwe  acted  msAj  in  reserving  tor 
tbanselTCS  the  decision  of  the  question  rdattve  to  the  limited 
force,  I  am  sure  wilt  not  be  disputed ;  neither  can  the  pro^ 
priety  of  their  instructions  to  hare  them  intercepted  by  our 
squadrons,  should  they  atten^  to  pirdceei'  from  port  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  junction  wiili  an  enemy,  b^  questioned^ 
and  on  this  obvious  principle^  that  we  are  bound  to  prevent 
an  enemy  from  receiving  any  accassion  of  strength  which  we 
can  int^cept  on  its  way  to  join  him  in  hostile  operations 
against  us.  But  our  minister  was  dkected,  if  the  Spanish 
court  abould  furni^  greater  succours  than  the  limited  con- 
tingent, to  leave  Madrid,  thus  leaving  the  question  of  peace 
or  war  to  be  decided  by  the  fact  of  increased  assistance  to  the 
enemy.  Here  is  an  instance  of  moderation  and  forbearance^ 
when  his  majesty's  government  could  have  demanded  an  ab-i^ 
solute  and  unconditional  renunciation  of  the  treaty,  or  have 
made  the  refusal  a  just  ground  of  war.  That  was  the  first 
stage  of  the  business.  The  next  passed  at  Madrid,  in  the 
interval  between  the  dale  of  these  instructions,  and  the  r^ 
c^t  of  the  answer  to  these  overtures.  Now,  sir,  it  wilt 
appear,  that  ttU  the  dispatch  of  the  6th  of  July,  received 
here  on  the  3d  of  the  montli  of  August,  and  containing 
Mr.  Frerc^f  answer  to  these  instructions,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  which  he  had  very  properly 
takes  at  Madrid,  without  waking  for  instructions,  had  been 
received  here,  it  is  vain  to  ask  what  further  steps  his  majesty's 
ministiers  hcfe  liad  taken  ?  Yet,  in  this  interval,  some  expla* 
nations  did  actually  take  place  between  Mr.  Frere  and  the 
^nmsh  government.  On  the  3d  of  June,  Mr.  Frere  for-^ 
warded  a  ^dispatch,  in  which  he  -mentions  having  had  a  con*: 
versatioB  with  -tlie  Prince  of  Peace,  who  in  answer  to  a  de-^ 
mand  pf  explanation  relative  to  the  course  Spain  would  take, 
and  to  the  treaty  of  St.  Iklefonso,  had  be«i  perplexing  in  the 
catreaie.  Ttas  was  evidence  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  oi 
Spainto-elude -or  delay  any  explanation.  Although  he  could 
not  obtam  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  most  important 
ti^cs  of  inquixy,  -rt  appeared  by  Mr.  Frere's  dispatches,  that 
there  was  an  increasing  ill-humour  in  the  court  of  Spain,  on. 
the  sub^t  of  the  army  assembled  at  Bayonne.  Thus  every 
thing  up  to  this  period  bore  evidence  of  the  disp0s^t!on^- 
of  the  couit  of  Spain  to  comply 'with  the  wishes  of  hi« 
majesty's  ministers.  No  formal  demand  had  been  made- 
by  France,  for  even  the  contingent, .  tlirough  the  whole 
of  August  i    n^    was    it  till    beptcmber    that   this    de-> 
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mand  was  made,  and  a  disposition  sheim  by  Spain  to 
evade  it.  On  the  second  of  Sleptember,  a  communica* 
tton  was  made  hj  the  Chevalier  d'Anduaga  to  his  mar 
jesty's  ministers  here,  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso»  which  he  represented  to  be  not  inconsbtent  with 
the  neutrality  of  Spain,  nor  calculated  to  interrupt  her  rela- 
tions of  amity  with  this  country.  I  ought  to  have  stated,  that 
about  the  same  time  M.  d^^duaga  presented  another  note 
offering  the  mediation  of  his  court  to  adjust  the  difference  be- 
tween this  country  and  France.  But  I  mention  this  only  to 
^ew,  that  up  to  this  period  his  majesty's  ministers  had  nei- 
ther abandoned  the  lenient  and  moderate  sentiments  and  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  had  acted,  nor  abandoned  the  language 
of  generosity  and  conciliation  which  they  had  adopted  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  Here  I  cannot  pass  over  a  whimsi- 
cal mistake  into  which  M.  d'  Anduaga  fell,  with  respect  to  the 
treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  by  affecting  to  consider  it  not  as  an 
offensive  and  defensive  treaty,  but  as  composed  of  two  treaties, 
applicable  to  different  circumstances.  All  the  articles  up  to 
the  lath  he  considers  as  forming  the  defensive  treaty,  appli- 
cable to  the  limited  succours  j  and  all  after  the  12th,  the  of- 
fensive, applicable  to  a  period  when  both  France  and  Spain 
should  be  at  war.  It  is  whimsical  enough  that  that  part  which, 
he  calb  offensive,  is  merely  defensive,  and  vice  versa.  If  a 
case  should  arise  in  which  both  should  be  attacked,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  principle  of  a  defensive  treaty  that  could  be 
violated  by  their  contributing  their  whole  force  and  strength 
&r  their  mutual  defence.  But  by  the  eighth  article  it  is  sti- 
pulated that,  if  France  should  be  engaged  in  war,  Spain  should 
be  bound  to  supply  a  certain  contingent  for  carrying  it  on, 
without  the  liberty  of  inquiring  into  the  grounds  or  justice  of. 
such  war.  If  there  be'  any  thing  that  more  completely  fatHs 
within  the  spirit  of  an  offensive  treaty  than  such  a  stipulation^ 
I  am  incapable  of  judging;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  rea* 
soning  of  M.  d'  Anduaga  on  this  point  is  a  most  whsaasica^ 
instance  of  metaphysical  distinction.  Gentlemen  will  find 
that  M.  d'Anduaga  carries  his  idea  of  the  defensive  treaty  up 
to  the  1 2th  article;  after  which  it  is  stipulated,  in  what  he  calls 
the  offensive  party  that  if  the  limited  succours  should  be  found 
insufficient,  Spain  should  be  bound  to  put  into  activity  her 
whole  force.  Why  then,  sir,  if  while  France  only  was  at  war,, 
such  a  demand  should  be  made  and  acceded  to,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive any  character  of  an  offensive  war,  which  would  not  be- 
long to  such  a  conduct.    Unless,  perhaps,  another  distinction. 
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should  be  here  made,  between  putting  their  wiiole  force  into 
activity,  and  assisting  with  their  whole  power,  a  distinction 
vrhich  I  own  myself  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  as  I  know  of  no  two 
propositions  more  completely  synonymous.     But  M.  d'  An- 
duaga  argued,  that  if  France  should  insist  even  on  the  unli- 
mited assistance^  she  would  not* get  much  by  that;  and  why? 
because  she  would  already  have  got  all.  (Aloud  laugh.  j-^^xA 
from  all  I  know  of  the  private  character  of  M.  d'Andu- 
aga,  I  should  be  sorry  to  speak  of  him  with  disrespect,  and  I 
am  certainly  not  disposed  to  think  less  favourably  of  him  for 
the  zeal  he  has  shewn  in  pron^oting  the  object  and  views  of 
his  government.      I  mention  his  statement  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  answering  the  arguments  it  contains.     In  short,  after 
the  T2th  Sept.  Mr.  Frere  foresaw  the  probability  that  Spain 
would  be  forced  to  depart  from  the  pacific  system  which  it  had 
till  then  acted  upon.  It  is  true,  in  his  subsequent  communica- 
dotis  with  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  possibility  of  maintaining 
the  neutrality  of  Spain  was  still  held  out  to  him.     But  it  may 
be  said,  that  the  Prince  of  Peace  was  in  no  ministerial  situation. 
True,  he  was  not,  yet,  from  what  he  did  at  that  time,  from 
all  we  had  known  of  him  since,  from  his  personal  manifesto 
since  published  to  the  Spanish  nation^  from  his  manifesto  issu- 
ed separately  from  that  of  his  sovereign,  there  was  good  rea- 
son to  conclude  that  he  had  some  weight  in  the  direction  of 
the  public  aiiairs.     Up  to  this  time  no^decision  had  been  made 
relative  to  the .  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso, 
though  the  requisition  of  the  French  government  had  been 
made  early  in  the  month.     And  here  it  is  important  to,attend 
to  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  final  decision  on  this  ques- 
tion, as  far  as  they  have  come  to  our  knowledge.      We  first 
learned  that  the  French  government  demanded  of  the  Spa- 
nish government,  in  lieu  of  the  contingent,  24  millions  of  reals 
per  month,  about  240,000!.  sterling  j  or  three  millions  ster- 
ling per  annum,  a  real  being  equal  to  the  one  hundredth 
part  of  a  pound  sterling;  and  this  was  the  amount  of  the 
very  sum  which,  after  the  ceremony  of  repeated  demands  on 
the  part  of  France,  and  frequent  remonstrances  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  had  been  ultimately  settled  and  afterwards  increased. 
From  the  first  moment  of  making  such  an  extravagant  de- 
mand, his  majesty's  ministers  concluded  that  the  grounds  o£ 
neutrality  of  Spain  were  visionary.     There  appeared,  how- 
ever, no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  court,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  give  more  than  a  fair  equivalent  for  theiimited 
succours.     After  the  dispatch  of  the  1 2th|  Mr.  FrerC|  when 
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he  mentioned  the  dextiand,  stated,  that  the  SpahiA  govcni- 
^roent  had  declared  it  better  to  supply  the  contingent  in  kind». 
with  a  nominal  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  which 
case  tht:y  hoped  to  be  allowed  by  u$  to  continue  their  rda.- 
iions  with  us,  notwithstanding  such  nominal  declaration.  '  It 
will  be  nnnecessary  for  me  to  shew  here  how  far  it  would  be 
unlikely  that  this  government  could  accede  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment, or  abstain  from  acting  against  Spain  as  a  principal  after 
such  a  declaration.  I  mention  it  but  to  shew  that  Spain  wish- 
ed only  to  give  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  limited  succ^oors.  It 
will  appear  that  Mr,  Frerc  had  required  the  government  to 
state  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  pecuniary  engagements  on 
this  head  with  the  French  government.  On  the  20th  Mr. 
Frcre  was  informed  that  the  French  had  reduced  their  dc* 
tnand  to  7CX>,ooo  livres,  and  that  Spain  had  consented  to  give 
600,000,  either  of  which  sums  would  have  constituted  a  just 
ground  of  war.  If  the  700,000  livres  demanded  by  France, 
or  the  600,000  livres  oflFered  by  Spain,  would  have  justified  us  • 
in  going  to  war,  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  original  sum  of 
three  millions  demanded?  Did  not  an  engagement  to  that 
amount  constitute  a  just  ground  of  war?  From  this  dispatch 
till  the  9th  of  October,  no  further  pecuniary  demands  were 
made  J  but  a  disparch  from  Mr.  Frere  of  the  9th  of  October 
states,  that  a  convention  had  been  agreed  upon,  stipulating  the 
payment  of  600,000  livres  monthly,  or  of  three  millions  aniui* 
ally,  but  that  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty  were  not  known. 
It  is  important  to  observe  here,  that  Mr.  Frerc  had  received  a 
private  intimation  from  the  Prince  of  Peace,  that  he  had 
agreed  to  the  600,000  livres,  but  it  was  afterwards  stated  by 
him,  that  he  "  had  signed  nothing  yet,*'  for  the  other  demands 
of  France  were  inadmissible.  Here  then  was  clear  evidence, 
chat  Spain  had  agreed  to  pay  the  three  millions  per  annum, 
clear  evidence  that  further  terms  existed,  which  were  not  com- 
inuriicated  to  us,  w'hich,  on  a  formal  demand  of  a  communica- 
tion of  them,  was  refused,  and  which,  up  to  the  period  of  the 
rupture,  ^erc  totally  unknown.  Here,  then,  we  may  sec  the 
grounds  on  which  the  rupture  took  place.  We  might  say  to 
Spain,  We  have  foreborn  to  exercise  our  rights  with  respect  to 
relations  between  you  and  our  enemies;  you  have  made  a 
treaty  with  our  enemies,  stipulating  supplies  for  them  that  arc 
'  a  violation  of  your  neutrality  j  you  have  entered  into  other  ar- 
ticle? which  you  refuse  to  commimicatc  to  us,  thereby  giving 
iis  a  justifiable  cause  of  war.  Thus  alike  of  what  we  know 
and  what  we  do  not  know^  alike  of  what  we  are  told  and  what 
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y^  are  not  told,  each  contains  a  clear,  distinct,  and  indisputable 
cause  of  war:  unle^  it  be  said,  that  the  three  millions  were  but 
a  temporary  contribution.  But  it  appears  by  a  subsequent  com- 
munication, that  it  was  intended  to  be  permanent,  and  as  such  I 
maintain,  it  renders  Spain  a  principal  in  the  \rzT.  I  shall  not 
itakcupthetimeof  the  house  by  enteringminutely into  this  ques- 
tion. We  are  told,  that  it  -is  only  an  equivalent  for  the  succour^ 
stipulated  :  but  we  are  not  told,  whether  for  limited  or  unlim- 
ited succoursk  The  explanation  on  this  head  has  been  frequently 
called  for,  but  it  never  has  been  received*,  yet  I  must  admit  that 
thelanguage  in  the  communications  relativeto  this  point  favours 
the  klea  that  it  was  intended  as  an  equivalent  forthelimited  suc- 
cours. If  then  it  was  for  the  limited  succours,  it  was  an  equi- 
valent not  proportioned  to  the  revenue  and  ability  of  Spain.  I 
have  made  on  a  rough  calculation  an  estimate  which  will  proba- 
cy assist  the  house  ih  forming  an  opinion  on  the  nature  and 
extent  of  this  equivalent.  We  have  told  you,  say  the  Spanish 
ministers,  that  the  equivalent  is  regulated  by  a  calculation  of 
the  expence  of  supplying  our  stipulated  contingent.  True } 
but  when  they  told  us  of  this  calculation,  they  neglected  to  in- 
form us  of  the  principle  on  which  the  calculation  was  founded. 
The  calcnbtion  might  be  mad^,  considering  the  present  state 
of  Europe,  with  reference  to  different  countries,  to  France,  t© 
^lain,  or  to  England,  and  afford  very  different  results.  This 
we  know,  that  from  the  circumstances  of  this  country,  from 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  various  branches  of  public  reve- 
nue and  expenditure,  from  the  state  of  the  comparative  value 
of  money,  any  calculation  made  with  reference  to  England, 
will  be  admitted  to  be  the  highest  possible.  If  15  sail  of  the 
line,  with  all  the* expence  of  victualling,  stores,  pay  of  men', 
See.  were  to  be  fitted  out  at  the  rate  they  cost  in  this  country, 
they  would  amount  to  about  one  million  sterling.  Thus  there 
would  remain  a  sum  of  two  millions  for  the  expence  of  24,000 
men,  wr||;cii  would  yield  an  allowance  of  about  Sol.  or  poh 
ptr  i*;an.  According  to  rates  in  this  cburitry,  a  rcgim<?nt  of 
1000  men,  including  officers,  amounts  to  no  more  than 
30,000!.  about  30I.  per  man;  and  if  we  look  to  the  urates  and 
cxpcnces  in  other  states  of  Europe,  we  shall  find  them  much 
lower  than  this  rate.  From  the  treaty,  which  I  have  partici^ 
hrly  looked  into,  concluded  with  th^  United  States  in  1 78^^, 
I  find  that  the  rates*  of  expence  did  not  exceed  81.  or  9I.  for 
every  foot  sol4tcr,^nd  iil:  or  ixl.  for  every  cavalry  soldier. 
This  calculation,  taken  m  the  fair  and  obvious  light  in  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  place  it,  would  also  of  itself  have  fur- 
VoL.  I.  iSpj.  B  b  nislicd 
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nished  jtist  ground  for  a  declaration  of  tear.     His  majesty's 
ministers  still  were  willing  to  interpret  it  otherwise,  and  con- 
tinue to  manifest  their  tenderness  and  forbearance  towards 
Spain.      But  it  soon  afterwards  appearai,  that  the  Spanish 
government  were  only  anxious  to  gain  time,  and  to  hold  out 
circumstances  different  from  the  real  state  of  the  case.    Mr, 
Frere,  however,  did  not  cease  to  represent  the  large  amount  of 
the  subsidy,  especially  as  furnishing  the  sinews  of  actual  War, 
as  a  violation  of  neutrality,  and  a  legitimate  cause  of  hostility  ; 
and  that  his  governmenttv^ould  only  abstain  from  enteringupon 
actual  warfare,  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  merely  a  tempo- 
rary expedient;  and  that  if  persevered  in,  it  must  necessarily  af- 
ford a  just  provocation  to  war.     For  a  still  further  time  it  was 
connived  at  by  his  majesty's  government;  not  that  its  conti- 
nuance did  not  aVgue  an  infraction  of  neutrality,  but  because 
it  was  judged  good  policy  still  to  adopt  and  act  upon  a  system 
of  forbearance,  at  least  for  some  time  longer.     His  majesty's 
government,  however,  never  receded  from  the  right  they  pos- 
sessed of  holding  that  conduct  as  a  just  cause  of  war;  and 
though  they  were  willing  to  connive  at  it  for  the  moment, 
they  still  held  themselves  at  liberty  to  act  upon  it  when  fit, 
especially  should  the  naval  armaments  be  persisted  in;  and  of 
this  Mr.  Frere  gave  positive  notice  to  the  Spanish  minister 
in  the  month  of  July,  insisting  likewise,  that  British  subjects 
should  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  of  France, 
and  that  the  same  concessions  should  be  ipade  to  them  in  re- 
gard to  sale  of  prizes*  ,  There  was  then  given  a  full  and  dis- 
tinct notice  of  what  would  be  considered  as  causes  of  war; 
that  the  forbearance  with  respect  to  the  subsidy  would  be 
cmly  temporary ;  nor  from  that  moment  would  any  further 
attempts  at  naval  armaments  be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than 
as  just  provocation  and  cause  of  war.      Such  nearly  was  the 
■tenor  of  the  dispatches  on  these  points,  when  it  appeared  likely 
that  Spain  would  continue  to  furnish  the  subsidy  of  three  mil- 
lions to  France  ;  nor  did  circumstances  vary  the  comp^xion 
x>f  them  till  Jan.  1804,  when  Mr.  Frere 's  instructions  were 
somewhat  altered.       He  then   found   that   the  conventfon 
^between  Spain  and  France  was  ratified;   that  the  subsidy 
4)efore   due    tvas  paid,  and    that    the  amount  of  it  was 
not  diminished.    Mr.  Cevallos  confessed  that  the  conven- 
tion wasv  coQipletely  concluded,  but  professed  a  disposition 
to  preserve  peace  and  maintain  good  faith  with  this  country. 
Mr.  Frere  insisted  that  the  continuance  of  the  subsidy  must 
prove  a  cause  .pf^  warj  and  that  the  amouiit  of  it  must  be 

^     .  ascertained. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Fib.  1 1]  SPANISH  WAR.  .  1 87 

ascertained.  To  this  Mr.  Cevallos  made  no  satisfactory  an- 
swer. He  pleaded  his  ignorance  of  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
sidy ;  yet  contended  that  it  did  not  exceed  the  fair  amount 
of  what  should  be  granted  in  military  succour  which  was  not 
ofcnected  to :  thus  persisting  to  argue  upon  what  he  acknow- 
ledged bimsdf  to  be  ignorant  of. — ^Thc  right  hon.  gentleman 
here  went  into  a  calculation  of  the  true  amount  of  the  sub- 
sidy, or  of  the  equivalent  to  be  furnished  to  France,  about 
which  there  appeared  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion,  be- 
caose  at  one  time  it  was  stated  in  livres,  at  another  time  in 
reals  5  but  whether  we  looked  to  the  one  or  the  other,  it ' 
would  be  found  fully  equal  to  three  millions  sterling.  After 
fiutfaer  dwelling,  with  much  force  of  argument,  on  all  the 
topics  that  had  hitherto  been  discussed  between  the  two  go- 
vernments; after  insisting  on  the  enormous  amount  of  the 
subsidy,  and  the  impossibility  of  allowing  it  to  be  continued 
to  the  same  amount ;  and  the  disposition  of  his  majesty's  ' 
ministers  still  to  cherish  the  hope  of  peace ;  he  next  ad- 
verted to  the  dangerous  consequences  which  might  ensue 
from  persisting  too  long  in  such  a  system  of  forbearance. 
How  deep  and  awful  must  be  the  responsibility  of  ministers 
(continued  the  hon.  gentleman)  if  they  were  tamely  to  ac- 
«]iuesce  in  the  representations  of  the  Spanish  government,  if 
they  were  to  permit  such  a  force,  and  such  means,  to  be 
placed  at  the  actual  disposition  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  fa- 
cilitate their  designs  to  invade  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or 
both' countries !  Such  must  have  been  the  result  of  such 
tame  or  neglectful  acquiescence.— But  Mr.  Frere  again  re- 
newed the  expression  of  his  apprehensions  respecting  the 
annamente  at  Fefrol ;  and  again  he  received  assurances  that 
BO  actual  .armaments  were  in  contemplation.  Things  re- 
mained ia  this  posture  for  some  time.  Mr.  Frere  continued, 
however,  his  remonstrances;^ to  which  no  ref^y  was  given 
till  the  aad  of  March,  and  which  was  received  here  only  on 
the  Sth  of  May.  In  this  answer  great  endeavours  were 
made  to  shew  that  the  subsidy  to  France  was  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  observance  of  neutrality,  if  the  succours  granted 
to  France  were  granted  in  kind ;  and  that  neither  should  it 
be  so,  if  the  treaty  granted  it  in  money,  which  was  merely 
an  equivalent.  But  the  reasoning  on  this  point  was  wholly 
unsatisfa^ory,  as  well  as  on  all  the  points  respecting  the 
convention.  Mr.  Fi;ere  then  addre;^sed  himself  to  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  from  whom  he  had  every  reason  to  expect  more 
full  and  satisfactpry  explanations  :  but  the  Spanish  minister 
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refused  to  give  any,  and  referred  him  to  tbesecretary  of  state* 
With  that  minister  he  was  to  have  had  a  conference,  particu- 
larly respecting  the  terms  of  the  convention;  but  it  does  not 
appeav  that  such  a  conference  ever  took  place.  Nor  can  it 
be  doubted  b^  what  influence  it  was  prevented.  The  influ* 
ence  of  the  French  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Spain,  con- 
trolling and  overruling  the  authority  of  the  Prince  of  Peace 
over  the  councils  of  that  country,  abundantly  explain  why  it 
was  denied.  Now  if  such  be  the  overbearing  and  predo- 
minating influence  of  Bournonville  over .  the  Spanish  court, 
and  if  the  Spanish  government,  obsequious  to  such  imperious 
mandates,  refuses  us  every  insight  into  a  treaty  which  so  m»* 
terially  affedh  this  country,  has  not  Spain  thereby  made  her« 
self  a  principal  in  the  war  ?  Could  his  majesty's  minister^ 
acquiesce  in  such  treatment  and  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  ? 
Would  they  not  have  surrendered  every  claim  to  common 
sense,  every  just  regard  to  the  interests  and  the  dignity  of 
the  country  ?  .  Mr.  Frere,  animated  with  that  spirit,  and 
guided  by  that  good  sense  which  so  eminently  distinguished 
him,  entered  his  protest  against  such  delay  and  equivocationSf 
but  could  obtain  no  satis£ictory  reply.  He  still  'contended, 
that  should  such  a  sum  as  three  millions  sterling  be  continued 
to  be  paid  to  France,  all  idea  of  Spain's  being  neutral  must 
be  absurd.  And  what  dre  three  millions  with  respect  to 
Spain  i  Is  it  not  three-fourths  of  the.  whole  of  her  revenue  i 
Can  that  country  be  then  supposed  in  a  state  of  neutrality 
with  another,  to  whose  enemies  it  aflPords  so  large  a  portion 
pf  her  means  to  enable  her  to  make  war  against  us  ?  Suppose 
a  war  on  the  continent,  and  that  we  were  a  neutral  power  i 
could  we  well  be  considered  as  such  were  we  to  aflford  the 
aid  of  jSfteen  millions  to  one  of  the  contending*  powers  ? 
Such  pretended  neutrality  would  be  downright  and  direct 
hostility.  At  the  time  we  remonstrated  against  such,  suc- 
cours, and  the  influence  exerted  by  Bournonville,  we  did 
•not  recognize  the  existence  of 'neutrality  under  such  circum- 
stances, but  only  expressed  the  grounds  on  which  we  con- 
sented to  a  temporary  forbearance.  This  is  repeated  for  the 
sake  of  more  correctness  and  accuracy ;  which,  however,  ia 
surely  not  necessary  to  shew,  that  even  on  the  ist  of  May 
his  majesty's  ministers  were  fully  justified  in  entering  on  a 
war.  Still,  however,  new  remonstrances  were  made  respect- 
ing the  armaments  in  the  Spanish  ports,  and  the  refusal  to 
give  any  satisfactory  insight  into  the  natiu:*e  of  the  conven- 
tion between  Spain  and  France,  all  furnishing  a  just  right  o( 

war ; 
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war:  but  the  system  of  comuYance  and  forbearance  was  st3 

adhered  to*  perhaps  for  reasons  of  policy,  which  it  is  now 

unnecessary  to  go  into ;  and  notwithstanding  the  unworthjr 

and  unfvoYoked  treatment  which  Mr.Frerc  experienced  from 

the  Prince  of  Peace,  yet  no  personal  consideration  could  in* 

doce  that  gentleman  to  relax  in  his  exertions.     After  a  time, 

however,  he  thought  it  proper  to  withdraw  from  the  Spanish 

court,  under  pretence  of  leave  of  absence,  and  it  was  still 

undanstood  that  we  were  to  send  an  ambassador  in  his  room, 

who  was  to  enter  anew  into  all  the  contested  points.    Mr. 

Frere,  however,  when  on  the  point  of  withdrawing,  sent  in 

aootbcr  statement,  in  wliich  he  repeated  the  wishes  and  the' 

intentsons  of  his  majesty's  government  to  preserve,  as  long 

as  possible,  the  relations  of  peace  with  that  of  Spain,  were 

the  Spanish  minister  only  to  afford  the  satisfaction  required. 

Things  stood  so,  when  a  person  every  way  qualified  for  the 

tttuation   was  to  have  been  sent  to  succeed   Mr.  Frek-es 

but  in  the  interval  all  hopes  of  an  accommodation  nearly 

wished,  upon  receiving  advices  from  Admiral  Cochrane 

of  the  more  active  continuance  of  the  armaments  in  the 

ports  of   Spain,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  of  neutrality^ 

and  after  repeated  assurances  of  a  determination  to  oi> 

serve  it*     Tins,  or  nothing,  must  have  been  able  to  con^- 

vince  as  of  the  hostile  views  of  Spain,  and  admonished  uk 

of  the  necessity  of  guarding  and  acting  against  them.    These 

advices  induced  the  sending  out  of  the  order  for  prev^tiitg 

the  treasure  ships  from  entering  their  ports ;  for  die  intelli- 

gcace  was  such  as  should  not  be  delayed  to  be  acted  upon. 

oercral  sail  of  the  line  were  equipped  in  one  of  their  ports, 

and  French  and  Spanish  sailors  were  sent  to  man  them ;  while 

French  and  Dutch  ships  were  likewise  equipping  in  the  same 

port,  and  preparing  to  act  in  concert  with  the  enemy  against 

this  country.     Add  to  this,  that  the  iSpanish  packets  were 

amed  as  in  time  of  war,  and  that  everything  indicated  an 

hostile  spirit  and  warlike  preparations.    Even  then  our  mo» 

deration   and   forbearance  wei'e   not  exhausted;    but  our 

minister  asain  repeated  the  solemn  warnings  that  had  already 

been  so  otten  given,  but  to  no  satisfactory  purpose.    What 

idea,  then,  could  be  entertained  of  our  vigour  or  spif  it,  or 

resolution,  if  any  further  delay  suspended  our  precautions, 

and  allowed  the  joint  force  ot  the  French,  Spaniards,  and 

Dutch,  to  act  together,  and  perhaps  prove  too  strong  for 

our  squadron  on  that  station  i  a  circumstance,  however,  not 

much  to  be  dreaded,  how  far  soever  they  might  outnumber 
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it ;  bat  they  might  be  enabled  to  fiicilitate  the  safe  ciitrannc 
ef  the  remainitig  Spanish  treasure  ships  into  port^  thus  en«> 
ahling  die  enemy  to  replenish  his  coffers,  to  pay  bis  forces> 
and  reinforce  his  fleets.  If  his  majesty's  ministers  did  nM 
guard  against  such  dangers,  and  protest  against  such  pro* 
cccdings,  what  defence  could  they  set  up  this  day,,  and  with, 
what  face  could  they  come  forward  to  defend  themselTes 
against  so  strong  a  charge  of  criminal  neglect  and  degrading 
pusiHanimityi  When  thesie  alarming  acco^otit^  were  received^ 
snd  remonstrances  were  made  upon  them  to'M.irAndtiagay 
that  gentleman  seemed  at  first  to  be  unacquainted  with  tine 
matter  of  complaint.  But  some  days  aefter  the  arri^'dl  of  aft 
Irish  gentleman  in  the  Spanish  service,  who  had  received 
letters  from  Spain,  it  appeared  that  there  were  some  arma« 
xnents  carryii^  on  at  Ferrol,  the  only  intention  of  which  was 
to  quell  an  insurrection  in  Biscay.  This  report  M.  d'An- 
dnaga  adopts  on  the  word  of  the  Hibernian  colbnel,  without 
receiTing  any  conummications  -from  his  own  co^rt  on  -the 
subject*  In  the  mean  time  we,  perhaps,  were  to* allow  these 
shtpsy  with  trocyps,  to  sail,  and  shape  their  course,  not  for 
Biscay,  but  for  China.  Was  the  passage  by  sea. shorter  than 
4lie  march  by  land  i  was  the  expedition  laid  aside  till  the 
troops  were  wanted  for  Biscay  ?  This  excuse  or  explanation 
never  occurred  however  to  the  governor  of  Gallicia,  or  to  M. 
Cevallos^  till  tliey  had  time  to  learn  it  from  M.  d'Anduaga, 
aiM  from  the  London  papers,  in  Which  that  pretext  was  very 
industriously  set  fSrth.  What  was  the  answer  of  the  gover- 
Aor  of  Gallicia  ?  we  should  fed  no  jealousy  or  alarm  about 
the  armament,  it  was  only  intended  against  Biscay.  But 
when  Mr.  Frere  pressed  for  an  explanation,  M.  Cevallos  hesi«- 
tated>  and  had  not  a  word  to  prove  that  the  harmless  expe- 
dition was  destined  for  Biscay.  The  answer  of  M.  d'An« ' 
duaga  was  also  of  a  nature  which  could  not  impose  upon  any 
but  the  most  shameless  and  contemptible  dupes.  But  attend 
tothenatnre  o£  the  ships  and  of  the  expedition :  if  the  troops 
were  urgently  wanted,  why  send  them  by  sea  and  not  by 
land  i  had  Spadn  no  smaller  craft  by  which  they  might  be 
more  conveniently  conveyed  I  Again,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
send'them  by  ships  of  war,  why  not  convey  them  in  the 
iisnali  manner  in  ships  armed  en  fiute  ?  where  was  the  neces- 
sity of  loading  them  with  guns  ?  Were  there  not  French  and 
Dutch  ships  prepared  to  sail  at  the  same  time  ?  And  all  those 
unaccouBtabk  appearances  had  siurely  nothing  in  them  to  ere-* 
ate  alarms  tQ  excite  jealousy !  Besides,  the  Bay  of  Biscay  is  not 

very 
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ip^io-y  well  calculated  to  receive  large  ^hips  :  and  would  dicy 
be  ventured  on  a  passage  to  the  most  storaiy  sea,  at  tbc 
most  stormy  period  of  ^he  year  i   Could  silliness  ksdlf  listen 
to   such  a  story  ?  Respecting  the  armaments  in  i;he  other 
Spanish  ports^  there  may  appear  some  contradiction,  but  this 
arises  from  a  difierence  of  dates  of  the  instructibns  £rom  Cadie 
aaJ  other  ports,     Qn  these  points  it'  was  unnecessary  ionger 
to    dwell ;    they  -must    be .  clear    to    every    unpryiidiced 
mind.    The    intcaatioa ,  of   the  armaments  could   not  be 
viuierstood;  fiitile  were  the  a^empts  to  explain  them  away. 
Aa  order  ^v2ls  issued  to  disarca  y  but  in  iviiat  manner  \«a5  it 
eiLeaited  ?  Just  in  such  a  mamier  as  would  allow  the  ships  to 
be  again  rigged  'and  manned  in  twenty-four  honrs.     Tlieai 
there  b  every  possible  evidence  of  an  hostile  intentipn  against 
this  country.  Where  did  the  principal  armament  take  place  ? 
In  that  very  port  where  there  were  French  and  Dutch  ships 
equipping  at  thfisame  time ;  and  where  they  were  preparinj; 
to  nil  togethoT'on  some  secret  expedition.    Xhis  was  di^ 
a?owQ4 ;  but  what  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  transaction  ? 
If  the  necessity  were  genuine,  as  I  have  proved  it  not  to  be^ 
no  delay  would  have  occurred ;  days  and  weeks  would  not 
have  elapsed  before  the  order,  was  executed.     Yet  notice  of 
such  a  destination  of  the  armament  was  here  given  Jsy  M. 
d'Anguaga,  not  at  Madrid  by  M.  Cevallos;  the  governor  of 
Gjdliqia  knew  nothing  of  its  being  intended  for  Biscay,  but 
ingenuously  confessed  that  it  was  destined  for  a  secret  expedi^^ 
tion.     Such  evident  symptoms  of  hostility^  and  such  paltry 
attempts  to  conceal  them,  could  not  for  a  moment  impose  on 
the  most  inattenti^^e  or  credulous  observer,  and  could  need  no 
further  detection  tp  lay  them  open  to  the. house.     Nor  liave 
his  majesty's  ministers  done  more  than  what  the  necessity  of 
the  case  required.    It  will  be  now  for  tliem  and  for  the  house 
to  follow  up  that  war,  since  it  is  become  necessary^  with  a 
vigour,  a  spirit,  ai^d  an  energy  equal  to  the  mildness  and  mo- 
deration with  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  it. 
The  same  lenient  spirit  that  imarked  the  whole  of  our  pro- 
ceedings will,  after    the   war  is  made    unavoidable  from  a 
breach  of  the  conditions  upon  which  it  miglit  have  been 
avoided,  still  incline  vs  to  keep  open  a  door  to  enable  Spatn 
to  tread  back  her  hostile  steps,  and  to  restore  us  to  friend- 
ship  and  peace  with  a  country  the  inhabitants  of  which  we 
have  always  esteemed.    We  acted  towards  them,  even  on  the 
outset  of  the  war,  with  the  spirit  infused  by  that  sentiment, 
and  have  only  stopped  the  accumulation  of  naval  strength  and 
of  a  naval  force,  that  would  be  turned  against  us  by  the 

malignity 
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malignity  and  ambitipn  of  an  enemy  who  seeks  only  his  own 
aggrandizement  at  the  expence  of  his  supposed  friends,  as 
well  as  of  his  declared  enemies.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  recapitulated  his  different  arguments,  and  rrferrcd  the 
question  to  the  candour  of  the  house  ;  after  which  he  con- 
cluded by  submitting  the  following  motion  to  the  house : 
,  **  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty »  to 
acquaint  his  majesty,  that  we  have  taken  into  our  most  serious 
cbnstderation  the  papers  which  have  been  laid  before  us  by  his 
majesty's  command,  relative  to  the  discussions  wlach  have 
taken  place  with  the  court  of  Spain. 

**  That  we  observe  with  the  greatest  satisfactioDi  thaty 
through  the  whole  of  the  transaction,  his  majesty  has  car** 
ried  his  moderation  and  forbearance  to  the  utmost  (extent, 
which  was  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  interests  of  his  dominions. 

"  That,  while  we  fully  concur  in  the  propria  and  neces* 
sity  of  those  prompt  and  vig6rous  measures  of  precaution 
which  his  majesty  found  himself  compelled  to  adopt  in  cote- 
sequence  of  the  naval  armaments  fitted  out  by  Spain,  wc  see 
at  the  same  time  a  fresh  proof  of  his  piajesty's  earnest  desire 
to  avert,  if  possible,  the  extremity  of  war,  in  the  fresh  oppof  <• 
tunity  which  he  even  then  offered  to  the  court  of  Spain  to  enter 
on  pacific  negotiation. 

•*  And  that,  impressed  with  these  sentiments,  and  Mlf 
convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  war,  which  the  conduct  of  the 
court  of  Spain  (evidently  under  the  influence  and  control  of 
France)  has  rendered  unavoidable,  we  shall  not  foil  to  afford 
his  majesty  our  most  zealous  and  cordial  support  in  every  mea- 
sure which  may  be  necessary  for  prosecuting  the  war  witfaf 
vigour,  and  bringing  it  to  a  safe  and  honourable  termination.** 

Mr,  Grey  rosCi  he  Said,  oppressed  and  overpowered  by  the 
sense  of  the  numerous  details  into  which  it  woidd  be  necessaiy 
for  him  to  enter,  in  order  to  confute  the  various  fallacies  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  ;  details  as 
extraordinary  for  the  magnitude  of  their  extent  as  for  the  im- 
portance of  the  objects  which  they  cpibraced.  To  lessen  the 
arduousness  of  the  task,  and  to  trespass  as  little  as  possible  upon 
the  patience  of  the  house,  he  should  touch  but  very  lightly  on 
those  parts  of  the  subject  in  which  no  material  difference  of 
opinion  existed  between  him  and  the  right  hem.  gentleman^ 
and  confine  himself  principally  to  the  points  in  which  they 
were  completely  at  variance.  Of  the  former  description  was 
the  character  of  the  treaty  of  Ildcfonso.  ITie  right  hon.  gen- 
tl«:man  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  and  disphyed  a  great 

deal 
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deal  of  tdent  in  proving  what  he  was  willing  enough  to  admiti 
that  this  treaty  was  clearly  an  offensive  as  well  as  s(  defensive 
one,  and  that  if  not  renounced  by  Spain,  or  the  conditions  of 
it  explained  in  an  unambiguous  manner,  and  one  that  should  be 
completely  satisfactory  to  this  country,  it  indisputably  became 
a  just  cause  for  declaring  war  ag^nst  her.  At  the  same^  time 
that  he  made  this  admission,  he  by  no  means  agreed  with  the 
right  hoQ.  gentleman  in  opinion,  that  the  arguments  urged  by 
M.  d*Anguaga  in  his  explanation  of  the  tendency  of  thit 
treaty  were  so  void  of  weight  as  he  seemed  to  imagine.  These 
argmtlcnts  strongly  evince  the  desire  of  Spain  to  limit  that 
whidi  had  orig^adly  an  offensive  meaning  to  one  purely  de« 
fisnsiTe,  and' could  this  construction  of  the  treaty  have  been 
maintained,  it  might  certainly  have  proved  equally  advan- 
n^cous  to  both  countries.  Iii  his  own  mind,  he  was  most  de-s> 
ddedly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  the  true  policy  of  this  country 
to  haye  remained  on  good  terms  with  Spain.  As  far  as  he 
eoald  collect  it  fix>m  the  strange,  uncertain,  indistinct  mass  of 
documents,  which  had  been  lai4  before  tlte  house  on  this  sulv* 
jcct,  it  seemed  at  one  period  to  have  been  the  original  opinion 
of  government.  He  thought  it  would  have  been  the  policy  of 
this  country  to  maintain  a  good  understanding  with  Spain, 
aldiongh  that  country  were  to  have  allowed  to  France  the 
contingent  or  the  substituted  pecuniary  succours.  In  his 
opinion,  the  subsidy,  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  al- 
loding  to  it,  liad  considered  as  totally  out  of  the  question, 
ndght  have  been  acquiesced  in  with  perfect  safety  and  pro- 
priety, provided  the  other  points  on  which  he  had  allowed  we 
were  entitled  to  expect  satisfaction,  had  been  explained  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  remove  all  uneasiness  on  our  part.  Per«- 
haps  we  may  soon  be  called  upon  for  a  subsidy  for  the  de- 
fence of  Portugal,  which,  in  those  circilmstances,  would  have 
proceeded  from  the  treasury  6f  Spain.  Persons  in  the  situation 
in  which  he  was,  were  not  able  to  procure  all  the  necessary 
iflfermation ;  but  he  would  contend,  and  he  was  convinced  it 
woold  be  allowed  by  every  impartial  man,  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  possessing,  as  they  must,  the  most  extensive  and 
maki&rioBS  information,  flowing  in  upon  them  from  a  variety 
of  sotffces,  ought  to  have  decided  among  themsdves  theques- 
tion  of  the  pioHcy  of  preserving  peace  with  Spain,  and  then 
fta^e  declared  to  that  country  the  exact  boundaries  of  the 
neutrality  beyond  which  she  could  not  be  allowed  to  pass.  He 
would  follow,  or  endeavour  to  follow  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man through  tlie  intricate  labyrinth  of  hts  arguments,  as  well 
Vol.  I.  1805.  Cc  a 
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as  his  recollection  and  hi^  ability  would  permit.  But  he  would 
take  the  Ubcrty  to  remark  previously  on  the  strange  fact,  that, 
antecedent  to  the  2d  of  June,  not  a  single  dis^^atch  appears 
from  Lord  Hawkcsbury  to  Mr.  Frere,  commimicating  to  him 
instructions  by  which  his  conduct  to  the  court  of  Spain  was 
to  be  regulated.  It  was  strange  too,  and  it  seemed  to  him  most 
highly  culpable  at  the  time  when  hostilities  commenced  be-' 
tween  this  country  and  France,  and  when  our  government 
inust  have  been  fuUy  acquainted  with  the  connexion  that  sub- 
sisted between  France  and  Spain,  that  no  attempts  were  made 
to  ascertain  the  real  disposition  of  Spain,  and  to  endeavour  to 
fix  her  in  a  determination  of  neutrality.  The  fh-st  document 
to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded  in  his  speech, 
was  that  memorable  dispatcli  of  Lord  Hawkcsbury  to  Mr. 
Frere,  dated  the  2d  of  June  1803.  He  had  been  curious  to 
hear  how  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  defend  thit  paper. 
We  had  been  told  by  him,  that  it  proved  the  vigilant  attention 
of  ministers  by  the  precbion  with  which  it  marked  out  to  Mr. 
Frere  the  line  of  c<tnduct  he  should  adopt.  When  he  first 
read  the  title  of  this  paper,  it  was  with  great  expectation,  an 
expectation  which  was  increased  by  the  perusal  of  the  two  or 
three  earlier  paragraphs  ^  but  on  looking  still  farther,  some 
positive  points  having  been  stated  with  regard  to  the  assist- 
ance demanded  by  France  from  Spain — but  he  would  read 
Lord  Hawkesbur/s  words : "  If  the  Spanish  government 
fhould  state  to  you  that  they  conceive  themselves  to  be  under 
the  obligation  to  furnish  to  France  jj^l^e  number  of  troops  and 
ships  which  are  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefon&o,^  but 

-that  their  co-operation  will  extend  no  farther" What 

then  ?  Here  is  a  foreseen  case ;  had  any  thing  arisen  not  fore* 
seen,  an  opinion  might  have  been  directed  to  be  withheld  ; 
but  here,  upon  this  case,  in  which  the  circumstances  that  must 
ipfluence  a  judgment  are  distinctly  pointed  out,  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  goes  on  to  say,  "  you  will  refrain  from  giving  any  opi- 
nion on  this  measure,  but  will  content  yourself  with  signifying! 
that  yoa  wjll  transmit  the  information  of  it  to  your  court. ' 
Here  is  a  satisfactory  dispatch  I  It  commences  with  professing 
to  inform  our  minister  how  he  is  to  act,  and,  in  contmuation, 
directs  him  to  refer  again  to  his  own  court.  This  truly  was  but  a 
very  inauspicious  opening  to  this  negotiation.  So  early  as  the  3d 
of  June  1803,  we  find  Mr.  Frere  begmning  to  demand  expia*^ 
nations  in  a  note  to  M.  Cevallos,  and  in  a  dispatch  soon  after  to 
.Lord  Hawkcsbury  he  mentions  his  answer.  This,  by  the  wav,  he 
would  observe,  was  one  of  the  many  communications,  whicfi  but 

for 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Tmm.  \U\  SPANISH  WAR.  ff5 

for  the  motion  he  had  submitted  to  the  house  would  never 
have  becii  produced  on  their  table.  Notwithstanding  that 
motioQ>  however^  no  dispatches  had  appeared  from  our  go<* 
vernment  to  Mr.  Frcre,  between  the  2d  of  June  and  the  24th 
of  November.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  endeavoured 
to  shew  that  there  were  no  circumstances  during  that  period 
which  required  that  fresh  instructions  shquld  be  sent  to  Mn 
Frcre;  but  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  by  no  means  clearly 
established.  It  was  surely  very  material  at  a  time  when  Spaiil 
was  engaged  in  a  negotiation  with  France^  the  avowed  object 
of  which  was  to  settle  the  amount  of  the  pecuniary  succours 
which  she  was  to  contribute  in  lieu  of  the  contingent  of  troops 
and  vessels,  that  our  minister  at  the  court. of  lyiadrid  should 
have  been  put  in  ppssession  of  the  most  ample  and  minute 
information  of  the  way  in  which  he  should  conduct  himself  to 
that  court.  Mr.  Frere's  dispatches  of  the  5th  and  15th  of 
August,  which  were  received  on  the  12th  and  20th  Septem- 
ber, must  have  sufficiently  apprised  ministers  of  the  urgent 
<lemands  made  by  France  on  Spain,  to  furnish  either  the  con- 
tingent or  the  pecuniary  succours  in  lieu  of  it.  Was  it  not 
incumbent  on  our  government  to  enter  seriously  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  most  important  question,  and  to  have  com^ 
municated  to  Mr.  Frere  the  result  of  their  consultation,  that 
he  might  know  decidedly  how  to  act  ?  But  inst^d  of  this, 
after  hearing  of  the  French  negotiations  at  Madrid,  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  country  sent  not  a  single  instruction  to 
Mr.  Frere,fromthe  2d  Juneto  the  24thof  Novembef,  but  left 
htm  to  conduct  himself  entirely  at  his  own  discretion.  In 
that  time  he  might  have  unadvisedly  committed  the  country 
in  the  most  serious  and  iiTefocable  manner.  To  him  there 
appeared,  in  this  interval,  the  most  unpardonable  remissness 
in  the  minister  for  the  foreign  department,,  a  remissness 
which,  in  his  mind,  no  explanation  could  extenuate.  As  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  passed  lightly  over  the  circumstance 
of  the  conveyance  of  French  troops  through  Spain  to  Ferrol, 
he  would  follow  his  example,  although  he  had  considerable 
doubts  in  his  mind  whether  there  existed  any  thing  in  that 
transaction  which  could  be  construed  into  a  breach  of  neu- 
trality. We  now  come  to  J(^ord  Hawkesbury's  dispatch  to 
Mr.  Frere,  dated  24th  Novejnber  1.803,  on  the  .great  im- 
portance of  which  the  right  hon.  gentlenhan  dwelt  with  pe- 
culiar emphasis.  This  dispatch  was  occasioned  by  letters  re- 
ccHFed  from  Mr.  Frere,  dated  the  9th  and  nth  df  October, 
in  which  the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain  is  stated  to  be 
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in  the  act  of  negotiating.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
laid  considerable  stress  upon  what  he  called  the  precise  in- 
structions contained  in  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Frere.  To  him  the 
principles  it  contained  appeared  so  intolerable!  that  the  most 
violent  infractions  of  the  law  of  nations  hj  that  power  against 
whom  the  rij^t  hon.  gentleman  had  so  frequently  tliundered 
his  anathemas^  were  moderate  in  the  comparison.  He  must, 
in  the  first  place,  observe,  that  though  Lord  Hawkesbury  had 
been  perfectly  aware  of  the  treaty  carrying  on  between 
France  and  Spain,  he  had  not  previously  insisted  on  any  ex* 
planation  of  that  treaty,  or  of  the  circumstance  of  the  passage 
of  French  troops  through  Spain  to  FerroL  In  this  dispatch 
of  the  24th  of  Novemto*,  Lord  Hawkesbury  thus  expresses 
himself— <*  The  preservation  of  peace  with  opain  has,  from 
the  period  of  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  been 
the  constant  object  of  his  majesty's  policy,  but  the  Spanish 
government  must  themselves  fcel  that  this  object  can  only  be 
attained  by  their  earnest  endeavours  to  do  every  thing  whidi 
'  depends  upon -them  for  the  maintenance  of  a  niir  system  of 
neutrality,  and  by  their  causing  that  neutrality  to  be  respected 
by  the  other  belligerent  powers.  When  the  question  there- 
fore occurs—''  (The  question  had  occurred,  and  Lord 
Hawkesbury  knew-it  had  occurred.)  "  When  the  question 
therefore  occurs,  how  far  his  majesty  would  consent  that  the 
Spanish  government  should  purchase  their  neutrality  by  aa 
advance  of  pecunbury  succours  to  the  French  government, 
and  would  still  regard  them  as  neutrals,  this  must  be  con* 
sidered  as  in  some  degree  depending  on  the  amount  of  the 
succours  so  to  be  advanced,  and  likewise  on  the  deter^lination 
of  the  Spanbh  government  to  insure  their  neutrality  in  all 
other  respects;  for  at  the  time  when  his  majesty  might  be 
disposed  to  disregard  any  small  or  temporary  advance  of  mo- 
ney, if  essential  for  the  attainment  of  such  an  object,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  ccmsider  a  permanent  advance  to  the 
extent  of  that  stated  by  you  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  sub- 
sidy to  the  French  government,  and  as  possibly  the  most  ef- 
fectual assistance  wluch  the  Spanish  government  could  afibrd 
them  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.**  What  should  natu- 
rally follow  all  this?  Why,  that  if  the  terms  were  not  agreed 
to,  a  declaration  of  war  must  ensue.  Our  government  should 
have  described  with  accuracy  the  limits  beyond  which  they 
would  not  allow  the  conduct  of  Spain  to  pass  under  the  name 
of  neutrality,  and  should  have  fully  authorized  their  agent  at 
the  court  of  Madrid  to  declare  war,  should  the  conditions  not 
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be  cfxnpEed  vtth.  Lord  Hawkesbuiy  goes  on — '^  His  ma- 
jcstfask  only  be  induced  to  abstain  mm  immediate  hc»tili« 
ties  in  consequence  of  such  a  measure}  upon  the  consideration 
that  it  tt  a  temporary  expedient  from  which  the  Spanish  go-  * 
▼emment  are  determined  to  extricate  themselves  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  that  his  majesty  must  be  at  liberty  to  consider  a 
perseverance  in  the  system  of  furnishing  pecuniary  succours 
to  France,  at  any  fiiture  period  when  circumstances  may  ren- 
<icr  it  necessary,  a  just  cause  of  war.'*— Mr.  Grey  requested 
that  gentlemen  woidd  attend  particularly  to  this  part  of  the 
qoesticHi,  as  it  was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  whole 
discussion.  £F  the  princii^e  contained  in  this  dispatch  be  ad- 
nutted,  there  would  be  an  end  at  once  of  all  public  faith  and  ^ 
national  security.  What  is  this  principle?  That  having  once 
a  justifiable  cause  of  w^r,  explanations  may  be  suspended,  and 
a  right  reserved  to  go  to  war  whenever  convenience  mav  re- 
quire! Is  this  compatible  with  the  good  faith  and  national 
honour  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  so  frequently  talks  of? 
If  you  once  suspend  a  cause  of  complaint,  and  do  not  at  the 
time  make  it  a  ground  of  immediate  war,  common  justice  and 
die  bw  and  practice  of  nations  require  that  you  mH5t  again 
bring  that  complaint  under  discussion  before  you  declare  war. 
Our  ministers  had  assumed  a  great  deal  of  generosity  in  their 
treatment  of  Spain,  when,  in  fact,  they  had  placed  her  in  a 
situation  worse  than  that  of  a  hostile  army  in  a  truce.  He 
•called  on  gentlemen  to  say  whether  this  could  be  maintained? 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  arguments  did  not  go  to  estab- 
lish the  principle  he  had  repeated,  he  did  not  know  at  what  ' 
they  aimed.  These  instructions  produced  a  new  negotiation 
at  Madrid  between  Mr.  Frere  and  M.  Cevallos»  In  one  of 
Mr.  Frere*s  dispatches,  he  laments  the  ignorance  in  which  be 
is  left  by  his  court,  and  talks  of  the  *'  air  of  superior,  in- 
fermadon"  with  which  M.  Cevallos  addressed  him.  He  sin^ 
cerely  sympathized  in  Mr.  Frere's  feelings  on  this  occasion, 
and  most  decidedly  condemned  the  conduct  of  the  adminis- 
tration that  had  placed  him  in  so  awkward  a  predicament  by 
their  culpable  neglect.  In  an  account  of  a  conference  that 
Mr.  Frere  had  with  M.  Cevallos,  as  related  in  the  dispatch  of 
the  27th  of  December,  in  answer  to  the  demand  of  the 
Spanish  minister,  "  whether  the  affording  the  pecuniary  suc- 
cours to  France  would  be  considered  as  a  ground  of  war,  and 
whether  he  was  authorized  to  declare  it,"  he  says,  '*  that  he 
was  so  authorized,  and  that  war  would  be  the  infallible  cot^ 
sequence.!'    Whe>e  did  Mr,  Frere  get  this  determined  tone  ? 
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Not  in  his  instructxonsr  from  Lord  Hawkcsbury,  for  in  them 
he  1$  confined  to  *•  protesting."  It  is  very  strange  if  he  took 
it  on  himself  to  speak  so  decidedly  without  authority.  Mr. 
Frere's  note  of  the  13th  December  contained  demands  for 
explanation  on  two  points,  the  subsidy  to  Spain,  and  the  ad- 
mission of  French  troops  into  Spain  with  a  view  to  the  danger 
of  Portugal,  M.  Cevallos's  answer  states,  that  the  pecuniary 
succours  had  been  afforded  to  France,  expressly  to  avoid  hos^ 
tilities  with  Great  Britain;  and  he  cites  a  conference  M.d'An- 
'  duaga  had  held  with  Lord  Hawkesbury,  in  which  the  English 
minister  had  not  declared  any  objection  to  the  furnishing  of 
this  equivalent.  With  regard  to  Portugal,  he  obscrvesi  that 
Spain  had  concerted  measures  for  her  security-  Not  satisfied 
with  these  explanations,  Mr.  Frcre,  on  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber, addressed  a  note  to  M.  Cevallos,  couched  in  terms  of 
unaccountable  boldness,  in  which  he  repeats  his  demands.  In 
Mr.  Frere's  note  of  the  i8th  February,  though  he  knew  the 
subsidiary  treaty  of  Spain  with  France  was  concluded  in  Sep- 
tember, he  couples  it  with  the  Armaments,  and  demands  aa 
ultimatum  on  these  subjects  in  the  most  decided  language.  In 
spite  of-  the  sophistr)'  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  had 
endeavoured  to  shew  that  there  was  no  agreement  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  recognizing  the  neutrality  of  the 
latter  power,  yet  what  is  there  that  can  constitute  an  agree- 
ment if  this  does  not  ?  If  in  discussion  you  state  certain  con- 
ditions without  which  you  will  not  agree,  it  is  surely  implied 
that  if  those  conditions  are  not  violated,  the  compact  is 
formed.  Now  in  the  conference  that  Lord  Hawkcsbury  had 
with  M.  d'Anduaga,  this  was  precisely  the  case.  In  a  subse- 
quent dispatch  Mr,  Frere  gives  an  account  of  two  conversa- 
tions with  the  Prince  of  Peace.  He  pressed  several  points 
which  he  afterwards  made  the  subject  of  a  formal  note  to  the- 
Spanish  court,  to  which  he  received  an  answer,  on  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  commented  most  severely.  If  this 
answer  was  so  dissatisfactory,  why  did  not  Lord  Hawkesbury 
see  M.  d'Anduaga  and  tell  him  so,  and  repeat  to  Mr.  Frere 
his  positive  instructions  ?  In  a  note  to  Mr.  Frere  from  M. 
Cevallos,  dated  the  2  2d  March  1804,  he  adopts  ,the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Frere's  note  of  the  1 8th  February,  and  inti- 
mates that  the  British  government  had  recognized  the  neu- 
trality of  Spain  on  certain  terms.  In  the  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Frere  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  of  the  i8th  April,  in  which  this 
note  IS  enclosed,  he  says,  "  As  there  is  nothing  in  any  noteot*" 
mine  which  could  be  brought  forward  as  a  foundation  for 
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such  a  conclusion,  I  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  enter 
any  protest  in  answer  to  M.  Cevallos's  insinuation."^    It  cer- 
tainiy  was  Mr.  Frerc's  duty  to  protest  against  this  a^ertion ; 
it  was  his  duty,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  credit,  for  the  ho« 
nour  of  his  country,  and  for  the  security  of  Spain.    The 
hon.  gentleman  said  he  could  not  express  his  indignation  at 
hi^  conduct,  in  not  doing  so,  in  language  sufficiently  strong 
to  do  justice  to  his  feelings.     He  compared  it  to  the  case  of  a 
man  who  having  quarrelled  with  his  neighbour,  allowed  him 
to  imagine  that  the  breach  was    healed,  and  of  course  to 
ne]^ect  the  necessary  provision  for  his  defence,  while  he  him- 
self was  busily  employed  in  feeing  counsel^  summoning  wit- 
nesses, and  using  every  means  of  insuring  success.     But  to 
this  remissness,  which  in  this  case  attached  to  Nb*.  Frere,  and 
during  the  whole  of  the  negotiation  to  Lord  Hawkesbury» 
was  to  be  attributed  the  war  in  which  we  were  plunged,  and 
the  dishonour  by  which  our  national  character  was  stained. 
In  M.  d^^nduaga's  note,  the  terms  on  which  it  was  imagined 
the  British  government  would  consent  to  the  observance  of 
neutrality  were   distinctly  stated ;    if  to  these  terms   Lord 
Hawkesbury  made  no  objection,   the  inference    was^  clear 
that  they  were  consented  to.    From  January  ai  to  the  time 
Lord  HaiHcesbury  went  out  of  o£Bce,  no  dispatches  appeared. 
At  that   period  a  faction,  as  it  had  been  called,  combined;   • 
the  administration  was  amended  much  in  the  same  way  as 
bills  were  sometimes  amended  in  that  house,  and  to  carry  on 
the  simile,  he  hoped  tbat  house  would  soon  exercise  the 
power  of  repealing  it.    Thus  did  Lord  Hawkesbury  remove 
-without  another  word,  retaining,  no  doubt,  in  his  dying  mo- 
ments, the  most  pacific  disposition;  at  least  there  did  nbt 
exist  a  single  line  farther  to  disprove   such  a  disposition, 
and  it  was  probable  that  the  old  proverb,  **  silence  eives  con- 
"sent,"  was  verified  in  this  case.     Then  began  Lord  Harrow- 
bfs  administration,  in  the  first  part  of  which  a  similar  re- 
missness prevailed,  which  was  afterwards  aggravated  by  stqps 
of  the  most  unjustifiable  haste  and  violence.     With  regard  to 
the  order  given  by  Lord  Harrowby  to  Admiral  Cochrane,  on 
his  receiving  intelligence  that  the  Spanish  fleet  was  arming  in 
Ferrol,   to  blockade  that  port,    it  was  perfectly  justifiable. 
Two  dispatches  existed  of  the  date  of  29th  September,  from 
Lord  Harrowby'to  Mr.  Frere  ;  one  containing  ostensible,  th? 
other  private  instructions,  both  warranting  him  to  break  off 
negotiation,  and  quit  Madrid,  if  his  demands  for  the  dis- 
arming the  Spanish  ships  were  tiot  complied  with<     To  th^ 
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pc/te  which  Mr.  B.  Frere  addressed  on  this  subject  to .  the 
Spanish  government^  he  received  what  he  chooses  to  term  am 
unsatisfactory  answer^  but  which  certainly  contains  as  com- 
plete a  satisfaction  as  language  can  convey*  It  stated  that 
whatever  information  the  British  government  might  have  re* 
ceivedi  yet  that  the  armament  had  been  but  trifling,  and  that 
it  should  cease.  In  fact  it  had  ceased  at  that  timq«.  That 
Mr.  B.  Frere  thought  this  reply  satisfactory,  appears  clearly^ 
from  his  remaining  at  Madrid,  which  otherwise  he  could  not 
have  done  without  disobeying  his  instructions.  On  the  29th 
September  Mr.  Frere  received  instructions  to  make  further 
representations  on  the  subject  of  armaments ;  that  is,  on  what 
no  longer  existed.  He  did  so,  and  the  reply  was  an  utter 
disclaiming  of  all  armament  injurious  to  Great  Britain,  stating 
the  improbability  of  such  a  thing  after  the  agreement  by 
which  the  neutrality  of  Spain  had  been  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Frere  then,  for  the  first  time,  denies  the 
existence  of  any  such  agreement,  or  recognizance  of  it,  though 
in -a  letter  to  Lord  Harrowbyhe  had  spoken  of  it;  and  he 
asserts  the  monstrous  proposition  that  Great  Britain  has.  a 
right  to  declare  war  on  any  armament  that  Spain  may  make^ 
for  whatever  purpose.  He  then  required  that  the  Spanish 
ships  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  on  which  they 
were  before  the  convention,  and  on  no  account  that  any  ad- 
xlition  should  be  afterwards  made  to  them.  On  the  refusal  of 
Spain  to  comply  he 'demanded  his  passports.  Surely  Mr. 
Frere  must  have  exceeded  the  bounds  to  which  his  instructiona 
authorized  him  to  proceed ;  there  was  no  cause  for  his  abrupt 
proceeding,  unless  in  the  interim'  he  received  advice  of  the 
unfortunate  event  of  the  seizure  of  the  Spanish  frigates :  an 
event  indeed  doubly  unfortunate,  first,  in  the  loss  of  so  many 
innocent  human  beings ;  and  secondly,  in  the  indelible  stain 
on  British  good  faith  and  honour.  At  length  passports  were 
granted  to  Mr.  Frere*s  ui^nt  and  repeated  requests,  and  so 
die  negotiation  ended.  The  hurry  with  which  Mr.  Frere 
quitted  Madrid,  and. the  unwillingness  he  evinced  to  receive 
;iny  further  explanation,  reminded  Mr.  Grey  of  a  scene  in  the 
Rivals,  where  Sir  Lucius  O'Trigger,  in  a  dispute  in  which  his 
friend  Acres  is  engaged,  shuts  bis  ears  to  all  accommodation, 
exclaiming,  "  It  is  a  very  pretty  quarrel  as  it  stands,  and  if 
you  say  any  more  you  will  only  spoil  it."  He  had  shewn  how 
much  blanie  attached  to  ministers  for  their  indecision  in  an 
early  part  of  the  negotiation,  as  to  their  true  policy  with  re- 
gard to  Spain,  and  for  their  shameful  reserve  to  that  country 
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vith  respect  to  their  intentions;  but  the  last  l^iolent  dutragc 
committed  in  the  seizure  of  the  frigates,  filled  up  the  measure 
of  their  iniquity.  On  the  very  day  that  the  government  had 
received  advices  from  Admiral  Cochrane,  stating  the  arma- 
ments at  Ferrol,  did  they  give  these  unjust  and  infamous  or- 
ders. He  was  far  from  insinuating  any  thing  against  the 
gallant  admiral^  but  a  number  of  causes  might  influence  hb 
opinion.  Contradictory  information  was  received  from  Sir 
E.  Pcllew.and  Mr.  Duff.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
preparations  at  Ferrol  were  intended  for  Biscay ;  Carthagena 
was  ravaged  by  disease,  and  at  Cadiz  there  were  no  stores  of 
any  description.  If  the  armament  was  hostile,  why  Mras  it 
discontinued  ?  France  would  not  willingly  have  consented  to 
the  discontinuation  in  that  case.  A  wide  distinction  was  td 
be  noted  between  justifiable  precaution,  such  as  that  at  Ferrol^ 
and  unjustifiable  precautibn,  or  rather  hostility,  such  as  the 
detention  of  the  Spanj;sh  frigates,  a  proceeding  which  afforded 
the  most  flagrant  instance  of  a  violation  of  every  law  of  na-^ 
tions  that  the  annals  of  violence  and  outrage  coidd  furnish^ 
Mr.  Grey  concluded  his  speech  by  recapitulating  his  principal 
arguments,  and  then  moved  the  following  amendment  to  the 
ori^nal  address : 

'<  To  return  his  majesty  the  thanks  of  this  house  for  th^ 
conuntmications  made  to  us  relative  to  the  nipttu-e  with  Spain. 

"  To  express  our  entire  conviction  that  the  existence  of  an 
ofiensive  treaty  between  France  and  Spain  would  have  entitled 
his  majesty  to  consider  Spain  as  a  principal  in  the  present 
war,  unless  the  obligations  of  that  treaty  were  renounced,  or 
their  execution  disclaimed  ;  and  to  assure  his  majesty  that  wo 
shaQ  at  all  times  be  ready  to  support  him,  in  giving  effect,  so 
far  as  the  interests  of  hir dominions  may  require,  to  this  just 
and  undisputed  principle. 

"  That  we  observe,  however,  that  his  njajesty  was  advised 
to  wave  the  exercise  of  this  right,  in  order  to  negotiate  with 
Spain^  for  the  maintenance  of  hex  neutrality.  And  that^ 
without  taking  upon  ourselves  in  the^  present  moment  to  do* 
cide  a  question  cdf  policy  depending  so  much  on  circumstances 
of  which  we  are  i^ill  uninformed,  we  acknowledge  with  gra* 
titttde  this  proof  of  his  majesty's  paternal  desire  to  have  pvc* 
vented  the  further  extension  of  the  calamities  of  war. 

*<  But  that  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  represent  to  his  ma*^ 
jesty,  that  the  execution, ^f  these  his .  benevolent  wishes  in« 
dispensablv  requirid  from  his  ministers  the  adoption  of  some 
just,  intelngibley  and  uniform  prin^iplffi  pf  negptfatifiip,  de- 
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dared  in  the  outset  with  frankness,  and  readily  pursued  to  its 
conclusion ;  followed  up  by  an  unremitting  attention  to  every 
new  circumstance  arising  in  the  progress  of  so  important  a 
discussion;  and  accompanied  by  the  most  scrupulous  care 
that  all  engagements  resulting  from  it  should,  ozi  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  be  defined  with  precision,  and  performed  with 
unquestionable  good  faith,  moderation,- and  integrity. 

•*  That  we  have,  on  the  contrary,  seen  with  regret,  in  the 
whole  conduct  of  this  transaction,  the  clashing  eflrects  of  un- 
decided, equivocal,  and  contradictory  policy.    That  the  wishes 
for  peace  professed  in  the  outset  by  his  majesty's  ministers, 
have  uniformly  been  counteracted  by  their  studious  endeavours 
to  keep  alive  both  the  cause  and  the  menace  of  war ;  a  pur- 
pose equally  inconsistent  with  justice  and  with  wisdom,  de- 
structive of  all  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  power  with 
whom  they  treated,  and   incompatible  with  the  object  for 
which  they  were  negotiating.    That  during  the  whole  course 
of  those  discussions,  while  they  were  continually  soliciting 
from  Spain  unreserved  communications  on  points  of  mutual 
ihtereBt,  their  own  indecision  prevented  them  from  return- 
ing a'^distinct  statement  of  the  terms  oh  which  Great  Bri- 
tain would  conseilt  to  recognise  the  neutrahty  of  that  power. 
Thut  their  ground  of  negotiation  was  repeatedly  shifted,  their 
demands  varied,  and  their  concessions  undefined;  and  that 
although  some  agreement  appears  at  last  to  have  been  con- 
cluded, neither  its  date  nor  its  conditions  were  ascertained 
with  precision ;  yet  both  aire  repeatedly  referred  to,  by  the 
British,  as  well  as  the  Spanish -ministers,  and  the  breach  of 
'    those  very  conditions  is  alleged  as  the  motive  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  for  her  actual  commencement  of  hostilities. 
•    <^  That  the  omissions  and  defects  which  distinguish  those 
transactions,  as  well  as  the  fatal  consequences  to  which  it  has 
(ed,  can  only  be  ascribed  to  the  erroneous  principle  on  which 
it  was  grounded,  and  to  the  criminal  and  almost  incredible 
negligence  with  which  it  has  been  condttcted.    That  it  is  par- 
ticularly our  duty  to  represent  to  his  majesty,  that  in  a  negotia- 
ti<Mi  for  peace  or  w^  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  carried 
on  piincipaUy  at  Madrid,  no  instructions  were  sent  to  his 
Hiaj^y's  minister  at  that  court,  from  the  2d  of  June  to  the 
245i  of  November,  in  the  year  1^03^  from  thence  to  the 
2 1  fit  January,  in  the  year  following  p-nor  again  from  that  date 
to  the  29th  September.    That  in  thtf'flrst  of  diese  intervals, 
hAag  little  leis  than  ^fx  months,  *tlie  tiegotiation  for  a  treaty 
of  te«lndity.btnvt0n^7ffaGe  and  Spam  ««s  begun,  cpnti- 
'     -  •      ^  Aucd^ 
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Bved,  and  concluded;  yet  not  the  smallest  information  was, 
in  that  long  tiznc»  given  to  Mr.  Frere  of  the  light  in  which 
that  negotiation  was  considered  here;  of  the  language  it  was 
proper  for  him  to  hold ;  or  of  the  measures  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  take;  although  frequent  communications 
were  made  to  him  on  the  subject  by  the  Spanish  government, 
who  appear  to  have  been  disposed  to  pay  great  attention  ill 
tbi^  instance  to  any  representation  from  Great  Britain. 

**  That  during  ihe  last  of  the  above-mentioned  periods; 
the  same  minister^  though  left  again  for  many  months  with- 
pttt  any  instructions  whatever,  negotiated  and  concluded  som( 
agreement  with  Spain  on  this  most  important  subject,  of  which 
agreenient  no  opinion  was  ever  expressed  to  him  from  hence, 
either  before  or  after  its  conclusion;  nor  does  it  even  now  ap- 
pear* from  any  official  documents,  whether  the  same  was 
meant  to  be  allowed  or  disallowed,  ratified  or  rejected,  by  the 
British  government. 

*5  That  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to'  express  to  his  ma- 
jesty, that  in  the  farther  progress  of  these  transactions,  the 
indecision  and  neglect  of  his  government  were  succeeded  by 
precipitate^resolutions  and  acts  of  violence  equally  injurious' to 
the  honour  and  interest  of  his  kingdom. 

**  That  wc  should  have  applauded  any  endeavour  by  firm 
and  temperate  representation  to  extricate  our  relations  with 
Spain  from  the  confusion  in  which  they  had  been  involved, 
and  to  bring  them  to  a  distinct  issue  of  acknowledged  neu- 
trality or  decided  war,  but  that  we  find  no  trace  of  any  such 
attempt.  And  that  in  the  middle  of  September,  on  the  first 
intimation  of  supposed  movements  in  the  Spanish  ports,  actis 
of  hostility  were  decided  on  by  his  majesty's  government 
previous  to  aU  complaint,  and  executed  without  notice  during^ 
a  period  idf  amicable  negotiation. 

•*  That  the  dispositions  of  Spain  appear,  from  the  informa- 
tion of  his  majesty's  minister  at  Madrid,  to  have  continued 
op  to  that  moment  friendly  to  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the 
conduct  of  his  majesty's  ininrsters,  in  having  under  such  cir- 
cumstances anticipated  all  explanation  by  concealed  orders  far- 
an  attack  o'n  Spanish  ships,  property,  and  subjects,  cannot  be 
justified  on  any  ground  of  public  law,  much  less  reconciled 
to  those  principle  of  moderation  and  Tiberality  which  belong 
*  to  the  British  character,  and  which  in  the  present  situation 
of  Europe  it  is  peculiarly  the  duty  of  this  country  to  maintain 
inviolate 

**  'J hat  on  reviewing  the  discussions  which  immediately 
D  d  2  .  preceded 
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preceded  the  present  war,  -we  cannot  but  represent  to  hi* 
majesty  the  essential  difference  between  the  conduct  of  the 
^person  left  in  charge  of  his  majesty's  affairs  at  Madrid^  and 
(he  tenor  of  the  only  instructions  under  which  he  appears  to 
have  acted.     That  the  explanations  given  to  that  gentleman 
by  the  Spanish  government,  though  not  in  all  points  adc* 
guate  to  tl^e  just  expectations  of  this  country,  were  yet  such 
9S  ought  nianifestly  (according  to  those  instructions)  to  have 
determined  him  to  wait  at  Madrid  for  the  arrival  of  an  ac- 
credited minister,  authorissed  by  Jiis  majesty  to  arrange  with 
that  court  all  points  of  difference.     And  that  we  have  there- 
^re  seen,  with  equal  surprise  and  indignation,  the  final  de- 
cision of  his  majesty's  ministers,  not  only  to  adopt  the  in* 
cqnsiderate  resolution  taken  by  the  king's  represeiltative  in 
withdrawing  himself  from  Madrid,  but  also  to  treat  with 
.utter  disregard  the  subsequent  offer  from  the  Spanish  mini- 
ster at  this  court  to  pursue  the  same  discussions  here — an 
offer  which,  if  accepted,  might  probably  have  led  to  a  satis* 
factory  conclusion  on  matters  upon  which  the  two  courts 
were  so  nearly  agreed.     That  while  we  have  thus  thought  it 
our  duty  to  represent  to  his  majesty  the  errors  o^  his  mini- 
sters in  the  conduct  of  this  important  transaction,  and  the 
fatal  consequences  which  have  resulted  from  them,  we  beg 
leave  to  repeat  our  humble  assurance,  that  we  are  ready  to 
support  his  majesty  to  the  utmost  in  every  measure  necessary 
to  assert  the  rights  and  vindicate  the  honour  of  his  crown-^— 
objects  wjiich  can  never  be  successfully  pursued  by  negligent 
and  undecided  councils,  nor  attained  by  the  violation  of  en* 
•gagements  on  which  those  with  whom  we  treat  have  rested 
iheir  security." 

^  Lord  Castlereagh  felt  no  necessity  to  follow  the  hon.  gcn« 
tJeman  through  all  his  details  and  arguments,  when  he  r^ 
collected  the  able  and  animated  speech  made  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  who  opened  the  debate.  Of  whatever  blame  could  be 
impjated  to  the  government  for  their  conduct  towards  Spaip, 
he  was  very  ^eady  to  take  his  full  share.  He  was  happy  to 
find  the  hon.  gentleman  agreed  vith  government  on  the  con*- 
struction  to  be  put  on  the  treaty  of  St.  Hdefonso-  Indeed 
he  went  as  far  on  ^his  subject  as  coqld  be  wished  by  any  one ; 
he  allowed  that  no  treaty  going  to  the  length  that  this  does 
could  be  called  inoffensiye.  When  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
made  this  allowance,  he  was  surprised  to  find  him  follow  it 
up  by  observing,  that  he  considered  it  would  have  been  highly 
proper  for  this  country  to^bave  obliged  Spain  to  come  to 
'  •  '  some 
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9€mc  distinct  explanation.    He  was  more  surprised  at  tlusj 
because  the  hon.  gentleman  agreed  to  the  policy  of  keeping 
Spain  neutral,  so  much  so,  that  he  conceived  a  subsidy  of 
three  millions  annually  not  too  great  a  price  to  pay  for  Spanish 
neutrality.     But  what  increased  his  surprise  to  its  greatest 
height  was,  that  the  hon.  gentleman,  after  commiserating  the 
unfortunate  and  dependent  situation  of  Spain,  could  think  it 
expedient  to  press  for  an  explanation  which  must  have  driven 
her  into  a  war  with  one  power  or^  the  other*      The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  contended,  that  when  Lord  Hawkesbury  sent  his 
first  instructions  to  Mr.  Frere,  he  should  have  been  fully  pre- 
pared to  say,  whether  if  the  pecuniary  succours  were  afforded 
we  should  deem  it  a  just  cause  for  immediate  war ;  but  this 
would  depend  on  circumstances  which  could  only  be  ascer<» 
taxned  at  Madrid,  and  could  not  be  foreseen.     Among  other 
omissions  with  which  government  had  been  ch^ged,  was  that 
of  the  notes  of  M.  d'Anduaga  to  the  secretary  of  state ;  they 
were  of  little  authority,  being  without  date  and  signature. 
Nothing  too  was  so  fatal  to  the  cause  of  peace,  as  a  double 
negotiation.     Mr.  Frere  having  been  instructed  how  to  act^ 
tfiudrid  was  the  proper  theatre,  for  the  discussion.    The  hon. 
gentleman  had  intimated,  that  in  the  conferences  which  Lord 
Hawfcesbury  had  held  with  M.  d'Anduaga,  a  kind  cif  agree- 
ment was  tacitly  allowed  ifith  regard  to  the  conditions  of  nen** 
trdity,  but  this  idea  originated  in  the  misapprehension  of  the 
Spanisli  ambassador.    With  regard  to  the  substitution  of  pe« 
coniary  succours  for  a  contingent  of  troops  and  vessels,  he  . 
could  by  DO  means  agree,  that  a  nation  which  had  covenanted 
vkh  another  to  afford  moderate  succours,  was  at  liberty  to 
concert  these  succours  into  money,  without  the  consent  of 
the  power  against  whom  the  succours  were  to  be  employed. 
By  converting  the  aid  into  money,  those  against  whom  it  was 
to  be  turned  were  deprived  of  those  means  of  attacking  and 
lei^ing  itf  which  they  would  have  if  it  were  applied  in  the 
$faape  of  ships  and  men.     It  was  allowed  by  the  hon.  gentle-  ' 
mail,  ^t  in  t^c  first  instance  there  was  sufficient  ground  for 
bringing  matters  direcdy  to  the  point  of  peace  or  war ;  con*. 
scque^y,  if  the  government  had  done  nothing  to  give  up 
this  rjpit,  i%  still  remained.     It  was  clear,  that  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  tb:  conduct  of  the  government  a^  home,  nothing  had 
been  done  that  cpuld.be  construed  into  a  resignation  of  the 
right*    In  the  whole  of  the  transactions  with  Spain,  the  right 
had  never  been  suffered  to  merge}  and  Lord  Harrowby,^  in 
his  instructions  to  Mf •  Vrpx  t^  bring-th^  question  to  the  last 

trial, 
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trial,  shewed  clearly  that  he  considered  the  right  as  never 
once  lost  sight  of.  If,  therefore,  Mr.  Frere  h*d  done  any 
thing  at  Madrid,  any  thing  amounting  to  an  agreement  cS 
this  nature,  he  must  have  done  so  in  direct  violation  of  his 
instructions.  He  next  proceeded  to  shew  from  Mr.  Frere's 
dispatches,  tliat  he  had  constantly  kept  in  view  this  pan  of 
his  instructions,  and  that  -he  h^d  always  considered  it  as  a 
most  essential  point  to  give  no  pledge  or  engagement  which 
would  bind  his  majesty  to  respect  wh«  he  always  considered 
as  an  uncertain  and  unsubstantial  neutrality*  He  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  shew,  that  it  was  equally  wrong  to  suppose  that 
Mr.  B.  Frere  acknowledged  such  an  agreement  or  convention. 
In  his  note  to  M.  Cevallos,  in  which  he  used  the  word  con« 
▼ention,  he  expressly  denied  that  the  neutrality  of  Spain  had 
ever  been  agreed  upon,  or  ever  metitioned  in  any  of  the  com- 
munications from  his  majesty's  ministeri  so  as  to  give  reason 
to  expect  it  would  be  recognieed.  All  that  had  been  proposed 
on  our  party  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  the  statement 
€»f  the  conditions  on  which  we  would  consent  to  a  forbear* 
ance*  from  war  for  the  present,  and  to  enter  into  negotiation 
on  other  points.  But  never  had  any  thing  been  said,  that 
could  give  countenance  to  the  hope  of  our  respecting  a  ncti* 
trality  so  nearly  connected  with  our  mortal  enemy.  Mr.  B. 
Frere  considered  the  relation  between  us  and  Spain  only  as  a 
suspension  of  l^ostilities )  and,  therefore,  when  he  used  the 
word  convention,  it  was  in  a  very  different  sense  from  that 
which  soma  gentlemen  supposed,  1  he  mere  assent  of  Spain 
to  these  primary  conditions  of  forbearance,  was  not  sufficient 
to  constitute  an  agreement  of  neutrality,  nor  couM  it  be  ex* 
pected  by  Spain  that  we  ¥rould  give  so  great  a  boon  for  such 
inadequate  concessions.  If  siknce  were  to  be  construed  into 
coment  on  our  part,  it  might  as  -well  ht  argued  that  Lord 
Hawkeshurv's  silence  gave  consent  to  M.  d'Anduaga's  con« 
struction  ot  the  treaty  of  St.  ildefonso.  Surely  it  wQukl  90t 
be  said,  th^t  every  thing  that  was  not  formally  contradicted 
was  therefore'  admitted  and  recognized.  But  even  if  a  for* 
mai  agreement  had  existed,  it  must  necessarily  follow  that 
any  deviation  from  the  terms  of  that  agreement  irould  leave 
us  at  liberty  to  go  to  war.  The  conduct  of  Spain  .with  re- 
spect to  the  armaments  in  Ferrol  was  a  direct  breach  of  the 
agreement  if  such  an  agreement  had  existed,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  contrary  to  the  first  condition  required.  He  agreed  that 
Sp;)in  was  forced  into  the  transactions  we  complained  of,  by 
>  ranee.    That  consideration  was  the  cause  of  all  our  for* 

'  bearance : 
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beanoce :-  but  when  there  wns  reason  to  think  that  France 
was  about  to  exert  its  tyrannic  influence  furtheri  to  drive- 
Spain  into  a  general  war  against  us,  and  that  the  armtment 
preparing  by  S(>ain  was  designed- to  carry  reinforcements  to 
her  foreign  possessions)  to  render  them  morb  secure  from  tis 
in  the  event  of  a  war,  it  became  our  diity  to'take  care  that, 
if  we  were  to  go  to  war  wkh  Spaing*  we -should  not  have  to 
commence  hostilities  unSer  cireumMances  of  suclr^disadvan« 
tage.    The  arguments '  wiiich  the '  hon.-  gentl^an  used  on 
this  subject  went  counter  to-  the  whdle  langosfge  of  the  Spa- 
nidi  govemmiefit.    That  govcrnmeHt  ^IkJWed  the  existence 
of  the  armament,  and  thd  disturbances  in  Biscay  were  as^ 
signed  is  the  cause,  to  which  object  the  forces  were  appHed, 
when^ittmi  the  conduct  pursued  by  his  inajesty's  government, 
it  became  necessary  to  abandon  the  exp<*ditian.     Repeated 
notices  had  been  given  to  Spain,  and  every  care  had  been 
ttken  on  our  side  to  prevent  the  effiision  of  bloody  and 
to  avoid  hostile  collision  notice  had  been  given  of  the  re* 
mcfvai  of  ships  of  war  firom  one  port  to  another  $  and  if 
notice  was  not  given  of  the  intentibn  to  detain  the  treasure 
ships  it  was,  as  Lord  Harrowby  very  properly  said,  because 
ihe  conuunnicatton  wou^t^  useless  to  Spain  if  it  did  not 
fcach  that  cotmtryin  time;  and  the  design  wouW  be  ren- 
dered abortive  if  it  did.    The  whole  essence  of -tftie  instruc- 
fiens  given  to  Mr.  Frere  was  to  obtshi  security  for  the  con- 
duct of  Spain,  and  endeavour  by  all  consbtent  means  to 
bring  die  ttegoriation  to  an  amicaUe  isstie.    But  whHe  M. 
dfAnduaga  promised  a  strict   and  faithful  neutrality  here,| 
British  ships  were  seized  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  and  a  decla-* 
ration  of  war  published  at  Madrid,     fii  hui  ay  vf  h€mrf 
hewrl  f/vm  h^  sties.)    Indeed,  through  the  whole  negoti-* 
ation,  M.  dTAnduaga  did  nothing  more  than  go  over  what 
had  ahreadj  been  discussed  with  Mr.  Frere  at  Madrid,  with 
Ais' dificrence,  that  M.  d'Anduaga  fell  into  some  mistakes. 
Thus,  wUrtever  reasoning  was  contained  in  his  note,  war 
was  dcclaivd  by  Spain  on  the  ground  of  her  alliance  with 
Prance;  and  on  tliat  ground  only.    The  substance  pf  her 
cmventicn  with  France  was,  that  she  should  put  the  governs 
tmt  of  diat  -country  in  possession  6f  half  her  resources ;  and 
no  gieaici  proof  need  l^e  required  how  mnch  Spain  is  untler 
the  dominion  of  Trance,  tlran  the  apprehension  which  -At 
had  of  the  danger  of  disclosing  the  terms  of  the  convention^ 
He  thcirfore  thought  himself  ^Uy  home  out,  when  he  ^ae 
^own  in  tht  ^Ml  eooviction  that  the  tnSnente  ^  France  was 
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tiic  :.'.!  c'of  the  war,,  which  thi.s  Cv>Uiitry  had  most  studiously 
and  perseveringly  endeavoured  to  avoid, 

Loy{i  TV; 'A-  lowed  tliat  tlus  country  had  a  right  to  dc* 
maud  a  discLimer  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso»  or  to. de- 
clare war  on  the  refusal  of  that  discbioier  But  the  pomt 
ought  to  have  been  brought  to  a  decision.  If  the  disclaimer 
had  been  rdfused»  and  a  war  had  arisen  in  consequence,  we 
should  atlesttt  be  at  war  upon  just  grounds.  When  the  con- 
sidehition  of  policy  was  superadded*  (and  he  trusted  that  in 
every  war  between  thb  country  and  France,  in  which  it 
would  be  a  questiottt  whether  Spain  sliould  be  made  a  patty, 
it  would  not  b|B  merely  a  qi^estion  of  right  but  a  question  of 
policy  also,)  Lord  Hawkesbury  did  not  say  to  Mr.  Frere, 
'that  the  grant  of  the  stipulalcxi  succours  would  be  made  a 
ground  of  war,  he  only  instructed  Mr.  Frere  to  inform  the 
Sritish  commanders  of  the  sailing  of  those  succours,  that  they 
mig^  be  intercepted.  It  -was  said*  the  reason  for  Lord 
Hawkesbury  not  answering  the  notes  of  M.  d'Anduaga  was 
because  the  negotiation  was  carrying  on  at  Madrid  i  and  how 
was  it  carried  on  there  ?  There  were  foiu*  dispatches  from 
the  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Frere  at  Madrid,  the  first  of 
which  said  nothing  i  the  two  next  contradicted  each  other  % 
and  the  fourth  amounted  to  a  declaration  of  war.  Thus  the 
secretary  had  done  his  duty  at  Madrid,  not  in  a  more  com- 
mendable way  than  he  had  in  London.— He  denied  that  whea 
policy  did  not  permit  a  country  to  act  immediately,  that 
country  was  at  liberty  to  withhold  its  decision  on  the  prii^ 
ciple,  and  to  keep  the  right  of  war  in  its  pocket.  Whca, 
conditions  were  proposed,  the  non-compliance  with  which 
was  to  be  followed  by  immediate  hostilities,  was  it  not  na- 
turally supposed,  that  to  comply  with  them  would  insure  fbr- 
'  hearance  and  neutrality  ?  He  agreed  that  the  subsidy  might 
be  a  cause  of  war,  as  it  was  in  lieu  of  the  succours  i  but  he 
contended  that  there  was  an  agreement,  and  that  the  volun- 
tary mention  of  the  torm  convention  by  Mr.  fi.  Frere*  bound 
us  to  respect  the  neutrality  of  Spain.  He  maintained*  that 
the  disarmament  in  Feim^ol  ought  to  have  removed  ail  sus* 
picion  from  that  quarter.  Captaai  White's  accoimt  proved 
^here  was  no  aroaament  at  Cadiz.  But  Lord  Harrowby  ha4 
an.  eager  disposition  to  seize  the  treasure  ships,  and  the  prin- 
cipal point  of  his  dispatches  to  Mr.  Frere  was  to  ascertain  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  these  ships,  not  to  learn  the  state  of 
the  negotiation.  He  could  not  give  ministers  cxtdit  for 
wishing  t9  avoid  bloodshed,  when  they  had  sent  out  ag^nst 
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•Ac  treasure  ships'  dnty  a  force  so  equal,  that  it 'twould  have 
been  highly  disgraceful  not  to  resist  it.  He  saw  as  little  proof 
of  that'  tenderness  for  human  Ufe.in  Lord  Harrowby*s  ex- 
pression, that  he  did.  not  ^hinld It  vorth  while  to  enter  into 
controversy  with  M.  d^Aiiduaga  on  the  propriety;  pf  sending 
t  snperior  fdrcc ;  and  on .  the  ^holc,  he  xoukl  ppt  stippOse 
much  fe^n^  dt  tiiis  kind  ji> jpcrsopi  who  talked JK>  coolly  of 
the  Wowing  up  of  309  njep^^^*- He  could  not  rec^cile  the  free 
egtcss  grantVd  to  op^Aish  tperChant  sh)^  .^orn  our  *  ports 
with  the  seizure  jftf*' their  ships  of  w^  lidjep  with  treasure  oii 
ihe  high  seas,  'llie  conduct*  pf  the  British  .^tmbassador  wa8 
equally  inrcfcartdleablcj  who  wKifn  instmcteci  tp  insist  pori* 
tittly  on  the  dWarmament,  and  receivine  a  promise  tt^at  the 
Teqmsjtidn  shotild  be' complied  with,  left  Sladrid  imm^dijitdj; 
on  the  Assurance.  If  Spain  was  conceived  to  begin  the  jtrttt 
by  detaining  British  property,  we  were  beforehand- >  in  cap* 
turiag  their  frigates.  He  could  not  conceive  any  jiikstificatioii 
of  the  condnct  of  his  majesty^s  ministers,  and  he  prqt^ed 
against  ne^tiating  with  a  reserve.  He  protested  against  the 
capttrre  or  the  frigates,  and  the  pretence  of  keeping  the  ne«^ 
godatioo  still  open.  He  thought  the  principles  of  the  counl>^ 
try  abandoned,  and  its  character  disgraced,  by  the  mannei^ 
in  which  the  negotiation  had  been  conducted. 

The  Advocate  General  {Sir  John  Nicholl)  entered  into  a  dls^ 
cussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case  on  the  part  of  our  govern- 
mem,  as  thdr  conduct  appeared  to  him  to  bq  countenanced 
and  authorized  by  the  established  usage  or  law  of  nations* 
This  law  w^  not  to  be  found  in  any  official  document,  which 
was  nmwcriMy  agreed  upon  or  enacted  for  that  purpose.  Oui^ 
ojmioiis  on  this  subject  were  to  be  guided  by  the  following  cri* 
tenons :  f  st,  The  sound  deductions  of  natural  reason  y  2dly» 
The  amhor^y  of  the  most  eminent  men ;  and  thirdly,  Tbtf 
matt  general  practice  observed  by  civilized  nations-  wheti 
placed  in  circumstances  similar  to  those,  on  the  propriety  d^ 
impropriety  of  which  we  have  to  bring  our  mindsr  to  a  deci'« 
MB.  In  2  plain,  reasonable  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  aduiitted 
that  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonsa^  was  ixuitself  a. just  and  suffidenti ' 
caose  of  war.  The  princii^^.  of  self-defence,  which  is  ^0 
deeply  implanted  iii  the  breast  of  man,  was  further  roused  b^ 
a  OMMideration  of  the  circumstances  which  followedt.  Th0 
faree  for  which  they  had  stipulated  was  to  be  commuted  for  a 
pecomary  aid  to  an  immense  extent.  There  werer  other'  terma 
eifdrted  by  the  threats  of  General  Boumonville,  btrt  which 
wefe^nevei*  exj^ined  to  us.    We  had  another  and  a  most  iai«f 
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partant  rctstfn  which  prompted  us  to  adopt  precautionaiy 
measures,  that  was  the  mission  of  Mr.  Le  Brun,  a  naval  officer. 
The  object  of  that  mission  the  Prince  of  Peace  would  not  dis- 
close to  our  ambassador ;  but  it  was  truly  and  obviously  meant 
to  procure  the  egress  of  the  French  and  Spanish  ships,  and  to 
render  them  more  secure  in  their  passage  to  some  of  the  north* 
'em  ports  of  France.     From  these  observations  there  could 
be  little  doubt  that  they  intended  to  act  together.     If  so,  this 
.was  an  infraction  of  the  supposed  convention  or  agreement^ 
which  was  understood  to  have  existed  between  the  two  coun* 
tries,  and  we  had  a  reasonable  ground  for  war.  •  It  then  na* 
turally  followed  that  we  should  feel  ourselves  particularly  en- 
titled to  seize  on  that  description  of  property  which  other-- 
wise  most  probably  would  have  been  sent  to  replenish  the  cof- 
fers of  our  enemy.    In  this  we  did  not  outstep  the  bounds 
prescribed  by  the  most  eminent  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
All  writers  from  Vattel  to  Martyn,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
modern  on  the  subject,  have  agreed  that' if  an  injury  be  re- 
ceived^ or  an  injustice  done,  and  that  explanation  is  demanded 
on  the  one  side,  and  refused  on  the  other ;  if  there  is  a  notice 
given  to  the  power  so  refusing,  that,  if  such  conduct  is  per- 
sisted in,  it  will  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  cause  of  war ;  if 
after  this  solemn  warning,  as  the  writers  on  this  subject  ob- 
sek've,  that  power  shall  continue  those  acts  which  are  deemed 
acts  of  aggression,  and  shall  still  withhold  all  explanation  on 
the  subject,  hostilities  against  her  will  then  be  founded  in  the 
principles  of  justice.     An  hon.  gentleman  had  compared  .this 
"fionduct  between  two  nations  to  similar  conduct  between  man 
and  man ;  this,  however,  was  erroneous.     An  individual  ille- 
gally threatened  with  a  premeditated  attack  by  another,  would 
}iiid  protection  and  redress  by  appealing  to  the  tribunals  of 
the  law.     It  was  not  so  in  national  disputes :  if  one  country 
perceived  that  another  had  assumed  a  fighting  attitude,  and 
that  her  own  destruction,  or  any  serious  injury  to  her  was 
threatened,  she  then  had  no  resource  but  that  of  patting  Jher- 
self  into  a  similar  posture,  and  endeavouring  to  give  the  first 
blow  instead  of  receiving  it,  as  most  probably  would  other- 
Wise  have  been  the  case.    Every  publicist  of  eminence  has 
declared  that  we  have  a  right  to  make  use  of  the  princijde  of 
fear  to  compel  other  nations  to  accede  to  our  just  demands.  If  ^ 
this  has  not  the  weight  which  we  calculate  it  would  have 
wi^h  them,  there  was  no  alternative  but  that  of  having  re- 
coUi^se  to  af  ms.  That  such  a  line  of  conduct  should  be  adopted 
and  acted  upon  pending  a  negotiation^  when  all  the  other  cir-» 
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cumstaoces  already  mentioned  were  connected  with  itj  ws9 
not  without  a  precedent  in  the  general  conduct  of  civilized 
nations.  On  the  contrary^  it  would  be  found  that  in  almost 
cvciy  instance  where  it  was  thought  necessary  during  the 
rursc  of  the  last  century,  this  was  the  general  practice  of  thi^ 
country,  and  of  all  other  powers  of  I^urope.  In  1718,  wKefi 
Sir  George  Byng  was  sent  to  preserve  the  neutrality  of  Italy, 
a  stmtlar  step  was  thought  expedient,  and  was  of  cour^' 
adopted.  He  did  not  want  to  conceal  that  an  outcry  wa# 
raised  by  Spain  against  the  mamner  of  prpceeding,  and  that 
some  persons  in  that  house  also  protested  against  the  measure. 
But  the  wisdom  of  the  house  over-ruled  the  objections,  and 
the  action  was  commended  as  a  measure  of'  necessary  precau- 
tion. In  1726,  Admiral  Hosier  was  sent  to  cruise  oa  Fofto 
fiello,  and  an  attack  was  made  on  Gibraltar,  though  .war  wat 
not  declared  for  six  weeiks  after.  In  1739,  the  Spaniards 
sdzed  all  British  property,  even  though  contrary  to  an  exprefis 
article,  whim  they  were  ^ apprehensive  that  we  would  other'- 
wise  inflict  on  them  the  filfst-mark  of-  t*he  commencement  of 
hostilities.  In  1744,  in  1755,  in  1763,  and  down  to  the 
time  of  the  ^spute  respecting  Nootka  Sound,  it  was  to  be  ob^ 
served,  that  there  was  hardly  an  instaikre  of  a  maritime  w^ 
being  undertaken  without  a  similar  precautionary  measure 
being  adopted.  In  the  present  contest  he  thought  it  was  pe^ 
Qiliarly  incumbent  on  the  hbuse  to  support  that  spirit  which 
the  people  had  so  honourably  displayed,  and  not  to  suffer  their 
ardour  to  be  diamped,  or  their  noble  exertions  thwarted  b^ 
aaj  backvrardness  on  the  part  of  the  executive  to  prevent  the 
machinations  of  our  enemyv  He,  therefore,  «iost  cordiallj 
sq>ported  the  address. 

Mr,  H^indham  declared  -that  he  was  ready  to  follow  thtt 
learned  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  by  entering.  (Mf 
i  loto  the  subject,  if  it  should  not  be  the  pleasure  of  tlie  house 
to  accede  to  the  proposition  he  had  to  submit,  for  an  adjourn* 
ment  of  the  discussion;  This  proposition  would  not,  he  hoped, 
be  resisted,  as  it  nxost  be  obvious,  irom  the  >  lateness  of  ther 
boor,  and  from  the  number  of  persotis  who  were  anxious" to 
<idiver  their  opinions  upon  the  important  subject  under  con- 
sideration) t\xit  it  woulcf  be  imt>08sible  to  bring  the  debate  to  a' 
dose  in  the  jcourse  of  the  night.  [Here  the  honourable  mem* 
ber  was  interrupted  by  a  cry  from  the  one  side  of  the  hoiise  of 
''Go  on,  go  on,"  imd  from  the  other  of ''  Adjourn,  adjourti.'-^ 
—He  concluded  with  -UDving  that  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
ienmed  till  the  afternoon^ 
The  CkanalkrrfAi  Excheqtier  stated,  that  although  it  wa^ 
£  e  a  his 
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iig  wi$h  that,  if  possible,  the  debate  should  be  brought  to  a 
^>nclusipn  in  the  course  of  that  night,  yot»  as  there  were  many 
gentlemen  still  anxious  to  speak  upon  the  subject^  and  who^ 
sentiments  the  house  and  the  country  would  be  naturally  de-. 
%irOus  to  know  J  he  should  not  object  to  the  accommodatioa 
proposed.    .  .      , 

Colonel  Fai^c  spoke  from  the  gallery  against  the  adjourn- 
sqiqit '%  %fter  lyhich  the  motioo  was*  agreed  to.  Adjourned  at 
|wo  o'clock  ii^  the  momingt      ,  ;      ' 


HOUSj:    OF    COMMONS. 

,  TUESDAY,  FEBRyARY  J2. 

w:Thei:calfifcCtors  indemnity  bill  mt^  committed^  and  ordered 

to  be  reported  wxt  day.  j 

,    The  Greenland  whale  fishery  bill  Vj»^pj»3ed  thnnigh  a  coos* 

saitt^,  and  the  repjort  ordered -forijcjtt  day.. 

^-  The  committee  on   the  qucrantice  regulation  bill  was» 

to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  deferred  tUl  the  subsequent  day. 

.  Mr<  Qrey  moved  for  a  yari<?ty  of  accounts  rolaiir e  to  balances 
in  the  hands  of  certm  gentlemen'  coniOQCtW  witfai  the  land 
tax  in  Scotland^  Th^  accounts  wo'e  orderedrto  be  presented. 
'.  The  howurable  gentleman  .nv)Vi3d  for.  a  popy  of  the  war^ 
rapt  authorizing  an-  increase  of  thes^l^ry  allowed  to  Lord- 
3fcW.ville  as  priyy  9e^  of  Scotland,^— Ordered. 
r  Mr.  EUiottipoYCd  for  an  account^f  the  nuinbers  con^x^siiig 
it»e  royal  veteran  battalion,  as  (fur  ^  the  same  can  be  furnished* 
stbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

% .  Mr,  Rose  presented  a  petition  from  the  manjw;ers  of  irhc 
Sritish  museum,  praying  for  an  aditional  gr^nt. of  money  to 
tniUe  them  to  complete  cei-t^in'  btiiklings  for  the  reception 
^f  the  curiosities  from  Egypt,  for  ^b^  erection  pf  which  a  sum 
of  money  was  voted  last  sc^io^,-i-Xh^  petitiqn  was  ord^^ined 
to  lie  on  the  table* 

, .  The  right  hon.  gentleman  nef  t  moYied,  for  an  account  of 
the  sums  yoted  to  thi3  eita^ishment  Is^  year,  and  the.m^a- 
Wtr  in  which  they  had  beeo  apjpHropriated. 

Mr^  Bflftifj  professed  his.  readiness  lo  give  every  sort  9<  en- 
couragement tP  an  establishment  sO  creditable  t#  she  national 
tast<,  but  was  still  uncertaii^  whether  every  necessary  reguls^ 
lion  h2)4  been  adopted  to  make  it  ts  accessible  sis  possible  to 
the  public. 

JUff  JtMi  vantA  the  bon-  9icmbQr<»Jth^  there  wa%  on  the 
part  of  the  managers,  every  wish  to;M;i^fivnQda^.the  publico 
AtthisinpmesiKeKeryjpersoPi  by  the  noikt  ofoae  <Uj>  tod  a 

certstin 
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wrlaa^tpportimityofseeiDgwliatevef  curiosities  the  estaUif^  . 
laent  contained.    If,  however,  any  additional  regulations  ap- 
peared nece»sary»  gaitlei|>en  had  only  to  point  them  out,  and 
if  they  seemed  at  all  desirable,  they  would  certainly  be  at« 
tended  to. 

. .  Mr.  FulUr  thought  the  access  to  the  museum  as  easy  as  was 
compatiUe  with  the  secwity  of  the  curiosities  which  it  coa- 
t^ed.  The  pubHc  were  materially  interested  in  their  pre- 
servation, and  too  promiscuous  an  admission  of  stransers  was 
to  be  avoided.  ' 

Mr.  IV.  Stmth  thought  that  the  experience  of  the  conduct  of 
similar  establishments  in  another  country^  was  a  sufficient  evi-« 
dence  that  greater  facility  of  access  might  be  given  without 
ioC^ering  with  the  security  of  the  curiosities.  In  the  coun* 
try  to  which  he  alluded,  the  public  had  Cleans  of  access  at  sdl 
houxs  and  on  all  occasions,  while  no  serious  consequences  took 
place. 

The  account  was  soon  titer  presented  at  the  bar  by  Dr; 
Grey,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  loyalty  loan  bill,  after  a  few  wm-ds  of  explanation  bo- 
^ixt  the  ChaoceUor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Chapman, 
MS  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  next  day. 

SPANISH   WAIU 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  moved  for  resunung  the  de^ 
hate  on  the  Spanidi  papers,  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Windham^  Dr.  Laurence,  and  Mr.  Raine  rose  at  th& 
same  moment,  but  the  speaker  having  declared  that  the  lattbr 
gendeman  had  first  caught  his  eye,  he  was  allowed  the  cus* 
umiary  precodence. 

ifr.  Rome  began  by  apologising  for  preventing  any  gen- 
deman firom  being  heard;  but  upon  so  momentous  a  question 
he  was  aaxknis  to  deliver  his  scntinients  at  as  earij  an  hour 
as  possible,  bang  conscious  that  when  the  patience  ofthe  house 
was  at  all  esEhaostod,  hecould  not  hope  to  engage  that  attention 
which  others  of  gftfater  experience  and  known  talents  could 
coounand  at  any  period  of  the  debate,  however  advanced. 
Akhongh  the  mfat^  hon.  gentleman  who  opened  the  debate^ 
aodthine  wJk>  followed  him  in  support  of  the  address,  had 
tbongfit  fiti  conveniently  for  the  purpose  of  their  argument,  to 
cinswidn'  this  question  as  embracing  only  one  topic  of  dis-« 
cnsvoBy  to  those  who  ^attentively  considered  it^  as  it  appeared 
to  kkn^  it  must  obviously  present  itself  in  two  points  ot  view; 
the  oae^  whether,  supposing  an  apparent  ground  of  complaint 
10  hoifcbeea  Itti  Wder  aUthfiOKnmstanccs  ofthecase^it 
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wasconsistent  with  sound  policy  to  ini^olvc  this  country  in  a  war 
with  Spaing  the  other,  whether  the  manner  of  commencing  hos* 
tiitties  could  be  justified.    The  )atter,  with  leave  of  the  house,' 
ke^should  take  the  liberty  of  examining  first)  as  being  by  far  the 
most  important^  in  as  much  as  it  involved  in  its  consideration  no 
less  a  question  than  that  of  national  honour.  And  he  must  con-  - 
fess,  that,  so  far  from  thinking  the  mode  in  which  hostilities* 
were  commenced  justifiable,  he  alluded  of  course  to  the  at- 
tack upon  the  Spanish  frigates,  to  him  it  appeared  little  betw 
ter  than  an  act  of  piracy.    This  was  no  doubt  a  grave  charge, 
and  ought  not  to  be  imputed  upon  light  grounds^  but  if  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  convey  intelligibly  to  the  honsei  thar 
which  had  impressed  complete  conviction  upon  his  oi»-n  mind, 
viz.  that  it-  was  not  warranted  by  any  sound  precedent  to  be 
found  in  all  political  history/ that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  na- 
tional faith  implicitly  pledged,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
express  Icttcr.and  spirit  of  the  law  of  nations,  he  should-go 
ffrettyfiM-  towaii^ds  proving,  if  nof  the  whole  length  of  prov- 
ing, that  the  act  was  little  better  thsui  piratical.     With  regard 
to  precedents,  he  believed  he  might  safely  challeifige  those  who 
supported  the  other  si  do  of  the  quest  ion'to  traverse  the  in^iote 
range  of  universal  history,  sO  far  as  r-egarded'<he  practice  of 
civilised  nations;  certain  he  was  he  copld  boldly  defy  them  to 
ransack  our  own  history  for  a  single  instance  of  acknowledged 
anthorstyi  upon  which  the  act  in  question,  ni>  the  comparison 
of  circumstances  or  upon  the  ground  of  anaflogy,  could  fairJjr' 
be'fiafd  td  be  justified.     He  was  not  nnmiiwlfiil  of  the  seve- 
ral cases: cited  by  the  honoiirable  and  learned  gentleman)  (the* 
king's  advocate,)  from  the  .history  t)f  the  last  century.     But^ 
^  in  the  first  place,  not  one  of  those  cases  which  could  be  said- 
in  its  circumstances  to*  resemble  this,  was  considered  as  incor* 
porated  into  the  code  of  nations  for  acknowledge  law^  but : 
%vas  reprobated  at  the  time  as  a  flagrant  breach  oAhat  lawcini- 
the  next  place,  they  were  all  cited  by  the  honoiirable  and* 
learned  gentleman  himself,,  for  the  purpose  of  establishiDg,ia' 
point  of  fact,  a<principle  Which  he   (Mr.  Raine)  was  not  at 
all  mterestedor  inclined  to  dispute,  viz.:  tha^  afovmal  decla-' 
ration  of  war  was  not  always  necessary  previous  to  die  com- 
mencement of  hostilities.    This  printiple  was  extracted  from . 
Bynkershook,  a  writer  upon  the  law  of  nations  of  updoiibted? 
authority,  who,  in  the  chapter  upon  this  head,  enumerated^ 
a  variety  of  cases  in  which  a  formal  declaration  of  war  was' 
not  deemed  necessary.      But  that  writer  did  not  layit  down 
as  a  principle,  that  in  no  case  should  it  be  deemed  necessary.* 
Oathe  contrsffy,  Vattdy  whose  authority  was  relied  4ipo»  by* 
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tbe  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  himself,  did  expressly 
state  that  a  declaration  of  war  is  necessary,  and  chat  too  in  a 
case  which  he  should  hereafter  ^hew  was  analogous  to  the 
case  now  before  the  house.  But  he  was  confident  the  ho- 
QDorable  and  learned  gentleman,  with  all  his  research,  could 
not  produce,  either  from  Bynkershook,  or  any  other  writer 
upon  whose  authority  he  was  prepared  to  pledge  his  own  high 
character,  a  principle  like  this,  viz.  That  during  a  negotiation 
you  may  conimence  hostilities  without  a  declaration  of  war ; 
and  yet  that  principle  must  be  established  before  you  can  be 
said  satisfactorily  to  have  justified  the  m;mner  in  which-hos- 
tilities  were  in  this  instance  commenced.  There  was  an  in- 
stance in  our  history,  which  in  many  respects  bore  a  striking 
resemblance  to  the  case  now  under  consideration,  he  meant  the 
attack  upon  the  Dutch  Smyrna  fleet  by  Holmes,  in  the  time  of 
Charles  IL  But  as  that  was  one  and  not  the  least  of  many 
measures  of  infamy  for  which  the  cabal  of  that  day  deserved 
and  obtained  the  execrations  of  posterity,  he  presumed  no 
wdl  constitoted  government  would  justify  itself  upon  such  a 
precedent.  There  too,  after  the  hostile  blow  was  struck,  cer- 
tain grievances  were  discovered,  as,  affording  a  pretext  for  that 
aggression— forpretences  are  never  wanting  where  thestronger 
power  seeks  to  oppress  the  weaker.  Among  other  things  was 
allied  a  supposed  indignity  offered  to  the  British  flag  by  the 
Dutch  fleet,  through  Which  a  British  yacht  was  sailing ;  a 
ground  of  complaint,  by  the  way,  which  the  wisdom  of  mo- 
dem times  had  taken  e&ctual  care  should  never  exist  again : 
how  honourably  to  those  who  sacrificed  this  proud  distinction, 
xirhow  advantageously  to  the  country,  he  would  not  here  stop 
to  inquire.  But  bad  as  that  case  was,  it  was  in  one  respect 
not  so  bad  as  the  case  now  before  the  house.  No  points  io 
diiSereace  were  at  the  time  under  discussion  betweon  the  two 
countries,  so  that  the  Dutch  were  not  deluded  by  a  shew  o£ 
negotiation  when  the  attack  was  made.  The  recal  of  Temple, 
wlu>  they  knew  had  too  much  honour  to  lend  himself  as  an 
iostruinent  of  treachery  to  any  government,'  and  other  cir-« 
cuoutances,  had  warned  them  of  a  growing  indisposition  to-. 
wards  them  in  the  British  councils;  so  that,  so  far  from  being. 
taken  by  surprise,  they  were  prepared  to  encounter  an.  ene- 
say,  and  the  treachery  of  the  attack  was  in  a  great,  degree, 
aod  indeed  almost  altogether,  defeated.  We  had  indeed,  iz^ 
this  case,  the  advantage  of  success,  if  that  success  can  be 
counted  an  advantage  which  is  obtained  at  the  expence  o£ 
national  honour.  Before  he  quitted  the  subject  of  precedent,' 
becouU  aot  help  adverting  to  a  paragraph  in  the  declaration 
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on  the  table,  which  hjc  owned  had  not  a  little  surprised  him. 
It  was  stated  that  the  arrival  of  the  treasure  ships  was  **  an 
event  which  has  more  than  once  in  former  times  become  the 
epoch  of  the  termination  of  discussions,  and  of  the  com- 
mencement of  hostility  on  the  part  of  Spain."  If,  because 
upon  other  occasions  war  had  sornetimcs  broken  out  soon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  treasure  shij>s  from  Spanish  America, 
it  was  meant  to  be  insinuated  that  you  have  a  right  arbitrarily 
to  intercept  their  treasure  when  it  may  suit  your  convenience, 
pending  a  negotiation  between  the  two  courts,  he  denied  the 
inference  as  utterly  unfair  and  unjust.  Indeed,  the  proposition 
was,  upon  the  most  cursory  view,  obviously  untenable.  If  it 
were  only  intended  to  state,  that  in  point  of  fact  war  had 
heretofore  followed  hard  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Spanbh 
treasure,  the  remark  was  surely  rather  too  uninteresting  to 
deserve  a  pkce  in  so  grayc  and  solemn  a  state  paper.  But  htt 
had  stated  this  act  to  be  a  violation  of  the  national  faith  im- 
plicitly pledged.  In  support  of  this  proposition,  he  con- 
tended it  to  be  a  general  principle,  that  when  a  negotiation  , 
is  opened  between  two  states  for  any  purpose,  but,  abote  all, 
for  the  adjustment  of  differences,  the  n^oriating  parties  are 
ioiutually  pledged  e^ch  to*  the  other  to  a  ror()earance  from  aH 
hostilities  until  the  discussions  are  finally  closed.  This  prin* 
cipte  he  should,  with  the  leave  of  the  house,  at  present  take 
for  granted,  being  hereafter  prepared  to  prove  it  by  the  highest 
and  most  indisputable  authority  to  be  found  in  the  cirde  of 
the  law  of  nations.  That  a  negotiation  was  begun,  and  coi*» 
tinued  until  oinr  minister  quitted  Madrid,  the  volume  of  ^do- 
cuments on  the  table  abundantly  proved.  In  the  midst  oT 
these  discussions,  which  were  calculated  to  lull  them  into  a 
state  of  perfect  security,  whilst  the  relations  of  amity  were 
supposed  to  be  still  subsisting,  your  ships  received  with  hos^- 
pitallty  in  their  ports,  and  the  ships  of  Spain  tiavigating  the 
seas  in  the  full  persuasion  of  that  security  which  nations  not 
^war  arc  entitled  to  enjoy,  you  take  a  treacherous  advan;* 
tage  of  their  confidencci  and  commit  that  which  is  nothing* 
short  of  an  act  of  open  war.  You  amuse  them  with  a 
mockery  of  negotiation;  for  it  is  no  other  than  a  mockery,  if, 
whilst  they  are  led  to  indulge  "a  hope,  which  to  the  last  they 
reasonably  may,  that  the  discussions  may  ultimately  terminate 
in  the  complete  re-establishment  of  a  good  understandings 
between  the  two  countries,  without  any  previous  intimatiott^ 
to  thetti,  you  send  out  a  hostile  squadron  for  the  purpose  rf 
attatteng  an  armed  force  of  Spain,  The  honest  satyr,  ift 
ihe  ffHtp  wovdd  not  oidure  a  guest  vho  had  uught  his  heeitht 
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to  blow  both  hot  and  cold ;  bnt  you  commence  hostile  opera^^^ 
tions  at  the  very  moment  when  yoU  pretend  to  be  negotiating 
in  the  diaracter  of  a  friend  i  you  abruptly  cut  the  knot  which 
yon  affect  a  willingness  to  untie;  you  invite  them  to  a  parley^ 
and  you  fire  upon  them  under  a  flag  of  truce.  But  here  he 
wa&  encountered  by  various  positions  in  the  declaration^ 
which  it  might  not  be  imf^roper  to  notice.  .  There  probably* 
would  be  no  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  effect  of  the 
tretty  of  St  Ildefonso  abstiractedly  considered.  He  could 
not*  however,  subscribe  to  the  assertion  that  Spain  entered 
iaio  it  **  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  subvert 
the  government,  ahd  destroy  the  national  existence  of  Great 
Britain,"  During  the  last  war,  Indeed,  it  might  be  said  tQ 
have  had  this  country  for  its  particular  object;  but  in  the 
/comeoiplation  of  future  wars,  the  intention  must  have  been 
to  secure  to  each  other  a  pledge  of  mutual  assistance  against 
any  power  with  whom  either  of  the  contracting  parties  might 
happen  to  be  at  war.  But  if  you  think  fit  to  wave  that  right 
which  the  treaty  gave  you  (unless  disclaimed),  you  cannot 
afterwards  in  fairness  insist  upon  it,  having  once  elected  the 
Ubeof  forbearance.  It  was  stated  that  ^^  the  groundless  im* 
potations  in  the  Spanish  manifesto  were  built  upon  the  foun^ 
dation  of  this  forbearance  alone."  He  saw  no  contradiction 
in  this ;  and  here  he  couid  not  help  noticing  the  manner  in 
which  the  noble  lord  (Lord  Castlereagh)  had  misrepresented 
this  part  of  his  hon.  friend's  (Mn  Grey's)  argument.  The 
noble  lord  hadTcpresented  his  hon.  friend  to  be  at  variance 
with  himself,  because  he,  who  on  the  one  hand  so  strenuously 
oofitcaded  for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  oh 
die  other  hand  violently  pushed  things  to  the  last  extremity, 
by  insisting  that  the  treaty  should  have  been  considered  as  a 
just  cause  of  war.  Nothing,  however,  was  more  unfounded. 
His  hoB'  friend's  argument  amounted  to  this.  The  treaty  of 
St.  Iklefbnso,  if  acted  upon  in  any  manner  hostile  to  Great 
i^rilatn,  if  you  wish  to  be  inter  apices  jufisy  strialy  speaking, 
afiurds  you  a  just  ground  of  war,  subject  however  always  to 
the  qtiestion  of  e^f^pediency.  But  you  are  not  justi£cxl  in 
flospending  thb  rigiit,  with  an  intention  of  insisting  upon  it 
at  some  future  period ;  you  cannot  keep  it  in^pettpy  producible  - 
at  pleasure  when  it  may  suit  your  own*  convenience.  How  is 
the  British  envoy  in^nicted  to  act  ?  Not  to  jmake  the  manly 
and  ingenuous  communication  in  what  light  the  treaity  if 
viewad  by  his^  cofut,  butt  i&  the  cant  of  special  pleading«  he 
is  diree^tto  piom  a^^inst  the  ^^nTcnti^n.    JM^v  was  thif 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  • 


sn  ^  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [CoMtioitl,' 

Special  pleading  reserve,  this  **  protesting  always f**  and  that  too- 
upon  the  matter  immediately  in  issue,  fit  to  be  introduced 
into  a  great  political  question,  where  the  point  in  issue  be- 
tv^een  two  independent  nations  was  not  less  than  that  of  peace 
or  war  ?  To  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Cevallos,  whether  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  pecuniary  succour  would  be  considered  as  a 
ground  of  war,  he  says  **  he  is  Authorized  so  to  dedare  it, 
and  that  war  would  be  the  infallible  consequence."  This  is 
categorical  and  definite  enough.  But  in  the  very  next  para*  . 
graph,  speaking  of  discussions  which  took  place  at  a  subse*' 
quent  period,  he  says  that  vntil  the  stipulations  of  the  con- 
vention between  Spain  and  France  are  communicated  to  him, 
**  he  could  give  no  positive  answer  whether  the  pecuniary  suc- 
cours would  be  made  a  cause  of  war  or  not."  Now  what  is 
Europe  to  think  of  the  wisdom  of  your  councils,  when  there 
is  upon  tlie  face  of  your  proceeding  so  much  fluctuation,  in- 
decision, ahd  uncertainty,  when  they  see  that  you  have  not 
even  the  wit  to  state  your  own  case  with  consistency?  On  the 
1 8th  of  February  the  British  minister  declares  that  all  further 
forbearance  on  the  part  of  England  must  depend  upob  the' 
cessation  of  all  naval  armaments,  and  a  prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  prizes  in  their  ports.  On  the  latter  of  these  points  a 
satisfactory  answer  was  given;  and  as  to  the  former  there  was 
no  appearance  of  naval  preparations  at  that  period  whatsoever, 
and  it  was  also  very  worthy  of  remark,  that  there  was  lon^ 
afterwards  as  little  appearance  of  naval  armaments,  as  would' 
appear  by  referring  to  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Frere  to  Lord 
Harrowby,  dated  so  late  as  the  5th  of  July.  In  the  month 
of  August,  the  British  Charge  d'Afiaires  is  stated  to  rtcairt 
advice  from  Admifal  Cochrane  of  reinforcements  of  soldiers 
and  sailors  arriving  through  Spain  for  the  French  fleets  at 
Toulon  and  Ferrol.  Possiby  there  might  be  some  arrivals  at , 
Serrol,  but  in  the  papers  on  the  table  there  was  no  trace  of 
ahy  reinforcements  reaching  Toulon;  nor  indeed  did  it  appear 
bfyyr  they  well  could  through  Spain;  so  that  Toulon,  it  should' 
sttm,  was  introdtieed  merely  as  an  elegant  expletive.  Agaln^ 
it' was  stated  in  the  deda^tton,  that  towards  the  mdef  Sep^ 
tkmbir  information  was^i^ceived  in  London  from  Admirsl 
Gochfane,-of  orders  having  been  given  by  the  court  of  Ma* 
chid  for  arming,  without  loss  of  time,  id  the  ports  of  Ferrol^ 
Carthagena,  and  Cadiz,  and  the  packets  as  hi  time  of  war. 
In  c^equekce-  of  this  inUUigencej  die  British  minister  is  di* 
r^cted  taremoniitrace  and  dettiafnd  explantlions.  Nowthr 
fKdW  of  the-admvidty;  under  whi^^tke  Spanifh  ftigatc^. 
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were  attacked^  bore  date  September  the  i8th;  so  that  yoh 
inae  a  hostile  order  to  your  fleets  at  the  vepy  time  when  you 
direct  your  minister  at  Madrid  to  remonstrate  and  demand 
explanation.  But  what  wa$  he  directed  to  demand?  ^*  Above 
all  to  insist  that  their  naval  armaments  should  be  placed  on 
the  satoe  footing  as  before  thf  commencement  of  hostilities,? 
not  the  period  of  the  convention  or  agreement^  or  under- 
standingy  by  whatever  name  it  was  to  be  calledi  as  had  been  ' 
conceded  to  Mr,  Cevallo9  by  the  British  Charge  d'Aflairc?. 
Now.  as  this  had  been  conceded,  and  the  British  court  qouid 
not  now  disavow  the  acts  of  their  own  minister,  it  was  much 
to  be  lamented  that  a  condition  disclaimed  by  that  minister 
should  still  be  insisted  upon  in  the  declaration,  as  it  aflbrded 
a  ground  to  the  court  ot  Madrid  to  charge,  the  British  c^o- 
vemment  with  a  breach  of  faith.  Again  he  was  directed  dis«- 
tinctly  to  sute  the  orders  of  his  court  to  their  commander,  to 
prevent  Spanish  ships  of  war  from  sailing  to  or  from  Ferroh 
Not  a  word  about  the  treasure  ships.  Lord  Harrowby's 
excuse  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  seemed  perfectly  unsatis* 
factory,  viz.  that  if  intelligence  could  not  have  been  con* 
vcyed  by  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  commanders  of  their 
treasure  ships,  the  communication  from  our  court  would 
have  been  useless;  and  if  it  could,  the  order  would  have  been 
•rendered  nugatory:  for  this  mode  of  reasoning  applied 
with  precisely  the  same  force  to  the  other  Spanish  ships 
of  w«ur  of  greater  force,  nor  could  any  sound  distinctiou  be 
lirawn  between  them  and  the  treasure  ships.  Another  ground 
of  complaint  alleged  in  the  declaration,  was  the  removal  of 
Spanish  ships  out  of  dock  to  make  room  for  French  men  of 
war.  Of  this  it  would  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  papers  an 
the  table  furnished  no  proof  of  the  fact.  But  it  was  stated 
that  the  government  of  Spain  **  contemplated  from  the  be« 
nming  of  the  war  the  necessity  of  making  itself  a  party^to 
It."  1  he  declaration ,  in  the'Spanish  manifesto  was,  that,  from 
its  relations  ^ith  France,  it  must  have  with  difficulty  refrained 
from  taking  part  against  injuries  offered  to  its  ally.  Whilst 
they  were  stating  the  difficulties  they  had  to  struggle  with  iii 
avoiding  offi:nsive  operations  against  Great  Britain,  was  It  fair 
to  interpret  this  into  an  admission  on  their  part,  that  they 
were,  from  the  first,  unavoidably  identified  with  France  in 
the  war  against  us  ?  But  **  the  detention  of  the  treasure  ship^ 
formed  no  part  of  the  motive  of  the  previous  hostile  character 
JDjiiiifested  by  the  court  of  Spain.''  If  any  previous  hostile 
disposition  existed^  that  undoubtedly  could  not  be  influenced 
^^  Vi2  by 
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hf  an  afiair  vbich  took  place  after  warils.  Then  it  was  asserted^ 
that  the  state  of  war  must  have  arisen  had  the  detention  ne?cjr 
taken  place.    But  how  did  this  appear  ?   Other  poiny  in  di£» 
ference  might  possibly  have  been  adjusted,  but  a  breach  of 
faith,  and  an  insult  offered  to  a  flag  of  a  generous  and  higb« 
Yninded  nation,  do  not  so  easily  admit  of  atonement.  He  had 
djvdt  the  longer  upon  the  declaration,  because  that  was  the 
instrument  which  ministers  had  offered  to  the  world,  and  bj 
that  they  must  stand  or  fall,  as  the  jiKtiiication  of  their  conduct 
Sn  involving  their  country  in  a  war  with  Spain;  and  ho>^ 
Vagu^  and  unsatisfactory  the  apology  was,  he  trusted  he  had 
sufficiently  shewn.    But  he  had  undertaken  to  shew,  that  the 
Jhttack  upon  the  Spanish  frigates,  pending  a  negotiation,  waa 
against  the  express  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  of  nations.  For 
this  he  should  rest  upon  no  less  reverend  an  authority  than 
that  of  Grotius  himself,  who,  though  the  first  to  reduce  that 
valuable  science  to  a  system,  sprung,  as  it  were  at  a  bound,  to 
the  very  top  of  his  art :  He  says,  Sic  ft  ^ul  colloquium  mtt  p^u^ 
lat  out  aimittit  tacitk  psllicetur  coUocutoribus  id  innotdmn  fore^ 
He  then,  as  is  his  custom,  adduces  his  instances,  and  in  the 
very  first  says,  per  cdloqmi  speciem  jus  gentium  pirfide  vioiari. 
Here  then  it  was  expressly  laid  down  that,  during  a  negotia* 
.  tion,  you  are  pledged  to  do  no  act  of  violence  to  the  partj 
with  whom  you  negotiate.    Vattel  also,  in  the  case  of  a  cod«» 
tested  right,  says,  '<  after  an  ineffectual  endeavour  to  obtaia 
justice  by  conciliatory  measures,  a  declaration  ought  to  follow^ 
and  not  pretended  reprisals,  which,  in  such  a  case,  would 
only  be  real  acts  of  hostility  without  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
would  be  contrary  to  public  fnith,  as  well  as  to  the  mutual 
duties  of  nations.^'    Now  if  reprisals,  in  such  a  case,  be  not 
admissible,  still  less  can  you  resort  to  an  act  which  has  in  itt 
nature  more  of  violence  and  outrage  than  are  to  be  found  in 
any  case  of  reprisals  whatsoever.     But  the  character  of  this 
measure  is  not  that  of  hostility,  but  merely  an  act  of  deteniiooi 
He  believed  it  was  the  first  time  that  detention  had  been  used  tQ 
describe  such  an  act  since  it  was  first  imported  into  the  English 
language.     Here  was  a  regular  action  between  two  opposite 
squadrons  of  equal  force  in  point  of  numbers>  in  which  three 
ships  are  taken,  a  fourth  is  blown  up,  and  upwards  of  three 
hundred  lives  are  sacrificed;  yet,  in  the  declaration,  and  in 
that  house,  it  was  resolutely  maintained  to  be  merely  an  act  of 
detention!   Lord  Harrowby,  indeed,  with  a  manly  candour 
honourable  to  his  character^  described  the  afl^ir  in  its  true 
colours,  speaking  of  it  in  bis  dispatch  to  Mr.  B*  Frere,  as  a 
/  "  hostile 
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hostik  actioity  in  which  one  frigate  was  Uown  up/  and -three 

•were  captured.     The  ooble  lord,  in  another  part  of  the  same 

dispatch,  al$o  admitted  that  it  was  foreseen  by  ministers  that 

the  exp^ition  might  possibly  be  hostile,  and  provoke  resist* 

ante*  This  furnished  matter  of  grave  chaise  against  them  for  * 

not  sending  out  a  larger  force,  so  as  to  preclude  the  possifailttf 

of  resistance  altogether.     As  it  was,  however  tinequal  the 

conflict  might  be  to  any  nation  encountering  us  with  equat 

n&mbers  at  sea,  the  Spanish  commander,  not  merely  from  x 

sense  of  honour,  but  as  he  valued  his  own  personal  safety,  was 

absolutely  compelled  to  fight,  for  he  must  indisputably  luntt 

been  shot  if  he  had  submitted  to  such  a  force  without  resist^ 

ance*    But  what  would  have  been  said  if,  inthe  interval  b^ 

tween  the  date  of  the  admiralty  order  and  the  time  of  our  mi« 

niscer's  quitting  Madrid,  complete  satisfaction  had  been  ob^ 

tiioed  from  the  court  of  Spain?  Restitution  would  have  been 

made  i  As  to  restitution  of  the  treasure,  that  was  lost ;  with 

ao  overflowing  treasury,  and  a  bank  full  of  specie,  as  it  must 

be,  for  it  pays  none,  ^haps  there  n^ould  not  be  much  diffi« 

ci:^  in  settling  that  ^ccoimt.    As  to  the  ships,  those  that 

were  takoi  might  be  restored,  and  for  that  which  was  lost,  we 

woQld'baild  them  a  better,  ahd  so  that  account  also  would  be 

settled.    But  there  was  another  account  not  quite  so  easy  to 

adjust — Can  the  sea  yield  up  its  dead  ?  How  can  yon  make 

rcttitution  to  the  king  of  Spain  for  the  loss  of  so  many  valuable 

sabjecu,  or  to  the  numerous  families  bereft  of  so  many  vahi* 

able  relatives  by  this  rash  act  of  violence  asd  outrage?  So 

much  for  detention  and  restitution — ^a  detention  which  is  de- 

stmction,  and  a  restitution^  an  offer  of  that  which  cannot  be 

restoicd !  But  the  outrage  was  not  sufficient — after  all,  Spain 

was  to  be  wounded  with  that  cruel  and  insulting  assurance  in 

the  declaration,  repeated  in  that  house,  that  the  conduct  of 

Great  Britain  towards  her  was  that  of  moderation  and  ten* 

4eme$s !  As  to  the  other  view  of  the  question,  viz.  the  ground 

of  policy,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  war  might  have 

been  avoided  consistent  with  the  honour  and  the  best  mterests- 

of  the  nation.     If  the  friendly  disposition  of  Spain  towards 

thi$  country  wanted  confirmation,  that  confirmation  was 

abundantly  afiforded  by  those  papers,  for  a  knowledge  cf 

which  the  house  and  the  public,  were  indetjted  to  his  horn 

friend,  (Mr«  Grey)  who  moved  for  their  production.  [Here  Mr: 

R^ne  read  the  concluding  part  of  the  extract  of  a*  dispatch 

from  bfr.  Frere  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,.  ^ed  pth  October 

1803,  bciqg  Nq.  %9  and  page  10,  of  the  papers  delivered  to  the 

licuse 
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houst  2d  February,  beginning,  '<  Your  lordship  may  rest  as- 
sured/' &c.  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  extract.]  Nor  did  it 
appear  that  this  friendly  disposition  had  ever  been  weakened ', 
^he  pecuniary  succours  paid  by  them  to  Finance,  could  not  be 
Ydnaidered  as  voluntary— they  consented  to  pay  them  as  the 
price  of  their  neutrality.  Still  less  could  they  fairly  be  urged 
ng&inst  them  by  us  as  a  just  ground  of  war  who  connived  at  the 
same' payments  made  by  tlie  Hanse  Towns,  and  even  by  For* 
eugd;  oiir  close  ally.  If  we  knew  them  to  be  oppressed  by 
the  domineering  influence  of  France,  tlie  comity  of  nations, 
'  snd'  even  common  humanity,  should  hcve  induced  us  to  con^ 
cider  their  embarrassing  condition  with  an  eye  of  indulgence, 
«nd  should  have  dictated  to  us  the  obvious  policy  of  forbear* 
«nce  and  moderation ; — and  if  ever  there  was  a  period  when 
more  than  at  another  it  was  our  duty  and  interest  to  conciliate 
Cfae  powers  of  Kurope,  by  a  religious  observaiice  of  good  hkh 
and  of  the  law  cf  nations,  this  was  unquestionably  that  period. 
For  able  as  we  were,*  and  he  trusted  ever  should  be,  to  defend 
ourselves  alone,  if  we  hoped  to  set  any  bounds  to  the  gi^mic 
and  overgrown  power  of  France,  that  could  only  be  cmcteil 
by  the  co-operation  of  the  continental  powers,  which  most 
arise  from  the  conviction  alone  that  our  cause  was  just.  And 
even  if  the  jusfioe  of  our  cause  were  more  indisputaUe  than 
he  feared  it  could  be  made  to  appear,  we  ha<l  made  an  impres- 
sion upon  the  nations  of  Europe  highly  unfavourable  to  our 
honour,  by  the  mode  in  which  we  had  commenced  hostilities, 
shewing  that  v.m*  were  actuated  by  a  -sordid  thirst  of  lucre, 
rather  Uian  a  generous  resentment  of  supposed  wrongs.  On 
every  ground,  therefore,  both  of  the  impolicy  of  the  war,  and 
the  injustice  with  which  it  was  commenced,  the  amendment  of 
his  hon.  friend  had  his  cordial  support. 

Mr,  Bankes  declared  his  intention  to  support  the  address,  as 
he  was  convinced  of  the  good  faith  and  moderation  which  had 
marked  the  whole  of  our  negotiation  with  Spain.  On  our 
part  was  requisite  vigilance,  circumspection,  and  jealousy  \  on 
the  part  of  Spain  we  had  a  right  to  expect  candour  and  open* 
ness  of  communication.  He  saw  much  appearance  of  c<mi* 
trary  qualities  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  an 
ionaccbuntable  backwardness  to  withhold  all  reasonable  expla- 
nation. At  first  Spain  was  pacific,  and,  perhaps,  at  the  time 
the  rupture  took  place  they  acted  under  a  control  which  they 
could  not  resist.  At  the  same  time  this  charge  was  manifest, 
and  therefore  he  supported  tjie  address.  The  learned  gentle- 
man then  adverted  .to  the  suppose^  Qonvenlion  between  this 
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countiy  and  SpaUi»  relative  to  the  admission  of  a  compQ^tioii 
dn  tiie  part  of  Spain,  of  pecunianry  subsidy  for  military  ^nd" 
natal  succours.    He  denied  the  existence  of  any  such  conven- 
tion, and  affirmed  that  even  no  such  understanding  coudd  be^ 
made  oat  from  the  papers  before  the  house.    Spain  may  have 
made  use  of  words,  he  admitted,  that  might  have  been  cots-^ 
stnied  into<  such  a  meaning,  bad  any  other  document  at  alt* 
cmmtenanced  it.    But  certainly  we  were  not  accountable  fo/ 
the  words  which  the  Spanish*  government  might  thinik  pfopex*^ 
tD  make  use  of,  as  we  ourselves  had  never  admitted  that  any 
such  negotiation  for  neutrality  ever  subsisted.     So^r^rtf 
government  firom  having  entered  into  any  negotiation  on  ehe 
subject  of  the  conv^ition  with  France,  that  they  had  even  no^ 
official  information  on  the  subject ;  and  though  he  could  not 
saydttt  they  knew  nothing  of  it,  he  very  much  questioned  if 
they  knew  its  contents.    That  sucl^  a  convention  did  exist^' 
they  most  no  doubt  have  had  some  ktiowlcdge  ;  as  such  an  act 
done  at  Madrid,  however  much  care  might  be  taken  by  that 
govcrument  to  prevent  its  measures  from  transpiring,  could  not 
remain  long  a  secret.     But  the  amount  of  -  the  contingents  was 
but  imperfectly  known,  as  also  the  precise  stipulated  simi  in- 
room  of  those  contingents.    The  refusal  of  Spain  to  explain- 
herself  fuHy  on  this  subject,  was  a  clear  proc^-  that  they  had* 
stipulated  too  much,  and  that  the  whole  convention  was  of 
SBcha  nature  as  she  was  certain  could  not  meet  with  the  con-* 
currence  of  this  country.     Such  at  least  was  the  suspicioit 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  sufficiently  warranted,- 
Bitt  not  only  had  they  refused  categorical  ex]|^lanation  on  a 
head  of  such  essential  importance ;  they  had  gone  still  farther, 
and  rendered  the  subsidy,  if  possible,  more  hostile  to  this* 
coontry,  by  converting  this  monthly  subsidy  into  a  loan  tran*^ 
acted  at  Paris.     Ihehon.  gentleman  then  entered  at  some' 
length  on  the  hostile  nature  of  the  armaments  in  the  ports*  of* 
Spain,  the  existence  of  which  he  maintained,  at  the  differeaat- 
periods  referred  to  in  the  documents,  notwithstanding  tbe^' 
were  denied  by  some  gentlemen  sitting  near  him.    He  argued^ 
from  the  superior  power  of  France,  that  a  treaty^  between  thaT- 
ciwuitiy  and  Spain  must  necessarily  preponderate  in  favour 'o# 
the  fomtTy  and  must  therefore  b4  unfavourable  in-  sm  jo^ual^; 
prcfwrtion  to  this  country ;  for  wherever  tWo'^w^s  of  Un-^- 
e^Ml  strength  formed  an  alliance,  whether  ofiensivie  Qf  dafex*^ 
mCf  it  might  easily  be  suesscd  of  what  nature  wore  the  fcrms;- 
The  ostcnsiUe  reason  that  had  at  la^t  been  assi^d  for  ^ar*; 
Bwowatf  ift  the  Spaniidi  portly  nm  to  enabk  tk«  fowmactit' 
^  ta 
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to  suppress  an  ipsurrection  in  Biscay.  This  certainly*  was  » 
very  sufficient  ground  for  armament,  but  had  it  been  the  real 
cadsey  why  should  Spain  have  been  anxious  to  conceal  it  from 
•this  country  i  h  was  for  this  reason  that  he  considered  this  al- 
legation as  a  mere  pretext,  and  was  induced  to  think  that  the 
armament  had  a  veiy  difierent  object.  It  w^  not  unlikely  that 
it  was  designed  to  form  a  part  of  a  combined  expedition  against 
England.  1  he  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  expressing  his  - 
vegret  for  the  melanoholy  event  that  had  accompanied  the  at- 
t»!^k  land  seizure  of  the  frigates*  No  man  lamented  that 
catastrophe  more  than  he  did,  but,  between  the  measure  and 
ks  accidental  consequences,  it  was  only  fair  to  make  a  distinc* 
tiom  It  was  a  measpre  of  precaution ;  as  such  it  was  neces- 
sary, and  as  such,  Spain  must  be  answerable  for  the  conse- 
quences. It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  however,  that:  the 
force  employed  on  that  occasion  had  not  been  greater,  and  by 
that  means  prevented  all  resistance  by  quashing  every  hope  of 
success. 

Air.  Johnstone^  in  opposition  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  thought  the  character  and  the  honour  of 
the  country  deeply  compromised  in  the  discussions,  the  offi- 
cial documents  of  which  were  now  under  consideration  of 
the  house.  He  would  maintain  this  opinion,  although  he 
was  ready  enough  to  believe,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
country  was  fond  of  a  war  with  Spain.  The  idea  of  being  at 
war  with  a  power  vulgarly  imagined  to  be  possessed  of  im- 
mense treasures,  was  congenial  enough  to  popular  sentiment; 
but  he  trusted  that  that  house  would  not  allow  itself  to  be 
hurried  away  by  any  such  delusion,  but  examine  with  the 
strictest  scrutiny  the  papers  before  them,  ere  they  ventured 
to  concur  in  the  address  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  He  was  not  uniyilling  to  allow 
that  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  might  constitute  a  ground  of 
war  for  Great  Britain  against  Spain  \  yet  such  as  it  was,  it 
wai^  little  more  than  a  transcript  of  the  ancient  treaty  called 
the  family  compact,  which  hud  subsisted  between  .the  diffis* 
rent  branches  ot  the  house  df  Bourbon  sitting  on  the  French 
and  Spahish  thrones.  The  articles  were  of  a  similar  teiv* 
dencyv  and  yet  when  this  country  went  to  war  with  France 
in  1778,  this  treaty  was  not  considered  a  sufficient  ground 
to  induce  hostilities  with  Spain,  nor  to  provoke  us  to  take 
sneasures  such  as  we  lately  had  recourse  to.  It  was  decidedly 
.his  opinion,  .that  in  the. relative  situation  of  the  two  nations 
it  was  cImu-I/ Ac  policy  of  XS^reat  Britain  to  cukifate  a  good 
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understanding  with  Spain,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury  should 
certainJy  have  employed  some  gentleman  of  high  birth  and 
conciliatory  manners  for  that  purpose*  When  first  the 
French  demand  for  pecuniary  succours  wj^s  communicated  .to, 
the  British  court,  no  expression  of  their  disapprobation  fol- 
lowed, and  in  his  mind  it  would  have  been  much  more  expe- 
dient to  allow  Spain  to  pay  this  subsidy  than  to  force  her  into 
a  war.  He  denied  the  position  of  the  right  hon.  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  \^'^o  seemed  to  think  that  the  de- 
duction of  one  million  from  the  three  "agreed  on,  for  the. 
purpose  of  paying  debts  from  France  tp  Spain,  was  immate'- 
rial.  That  right  hon.  gentleman  had  likewise  not  fairly  es- 
timated the  equivalent  which  xliis  sum  bore  to  the  contingent 
stipulated  for.  One  million  was  at  most  not  too  niuch  for  the 
cxpences  of  sixteen  sail  of  the  line,  and  ^he  other  million 
wluch  was  left  for  the  equipment  and  support  of  24,000 
troops,  was  not  adequate  to  the  purpose."*  IBritain  could  not 
maintain  them  for  twite  as  much.,  ^How  was  this  arrange- 
ment at  that  time  viewed  by  Enj^land  ?  Would  any  man 
assert,  that  it  was  then  the  intention  of  Government  to  do 
any  thing  more  than  protest  ?  Government  had  principally 
argued  the  point  on  the  instructions  and  dispatches  that  passed 
between  our  minister  at  Madrid  and  his  court  at  home  ;  atid 
not  as  they  ought  to  have  done  on  the  notes  and  letters  that 
passed  between  Mr.  Frere'  and  the  court  .of  Spain.  From  the' 
tenor  of  such  of  Mr«  Frere's  letters  to  M.  Cevallos  as  had 
been  presented  to  the  house,  he  conceived  that  that  gentle- 
man had  received  his  instructions  from  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  rather  than  from  the  noble 
secretary  of  state.  The  hon.  member  here  criticised  several 
of  Mr.  Frere*s  notes,  both  on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  composed,  and  the  matter  which  they  con- 
tained,* particularly  one  of  the  ad  January  to  M.  Cevallos, 
might  well  require  explanation,  as  it  wasVritten  in  the  most 
barbarous  French  he  had  ever  met  with.  In  his  note  of  the 
1 8th  February,  Mr.  Frere  drops  the  subsidy,  and  confines 
himself  to  the  two  points  of  the  armaments,  and  the  sale  of 
prizes  in  the  Spanish  ports.  After  M.  Cevallos  had  twice 
demanded  explanation  on  this  point,  its  not  being  pres^d  is 
an  absolute  and  unequivocal  abandoning  of  it,  and  on  the 
22d  of  March,  M.  Cevallos  states,  that  he  considers  the  neu- 
trality of  Spaiii  admitted.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  on 
•what  ground  Mr.  Frere  had  couched  his  note  of  1 8th  Fe- 
bruary in  such  strong  tcrm>.  *  He  certainly  acted  in  *  direct 
'    Vol.1.  1805.  Gg  '  contra- 
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contradiction  to  his  authority,  for  Lord  Halvkesbury,  in  his 
instructions  of  the  21st  January,  recommends  him  carefully^ 
to  avoid  bringing  the  negotiation  to  aii  abrupt  temiinatioD. 
Il  was  evidently  the  system  of  the  then  government  of  Great 
Britain,  not  to  enter  mto  a  war  with  Spain  dn  account  of  her 
subsidy  to  France..  Spain  is  said  never  to  have  given  official 
communication^  with  regard  to  that  treaty  5  true,  but  the 
progress  of  it  was  well  known,  and  had  been  stated  in  every 
stage  of  it  by  Spain*  With  respect  to  verbal  communica<» 
tlons  5  if  we  admit  accounts  of  the  conferences  between  the 
Prince  of  Peace  and  Mr.  Frere,  we  mustalso  admit  accounts 
of  those  between  our  court  and  M.  d'Anduaga.  When  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  asserted,  that  the 
dispatch  of  the  29th  September,  1804,  afforded  full  evidence 
df  a  determination  to  revive  a  subject  that  had  so  long  Iain 
dormant,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  merely  an  assertion  of  the 
difference  between  a  weak  and  puerile  administration,  and 
that  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Compare  these  dispatches 
n^xth  those  of  May,  in  which  our  government  clearly  aban- 
doned the  subsidy  as  a  cause  of  war,  provided  no  armaments 
provoked  them  to'  hostility.  But,  say  they,  armaments  did 
tddce  phce  If  they  were  directed  against  England,  it  would 
rifquire  no  argument  to  prove  tlie  unqualified  right  of  Eng- 
land to  make  them  a  ground  of  war.  What  reply,  ho%vever^ 
did  the  governor  of  Ferrol  make  to  the  representations  that 
were  addressed  to  him  oh  this  subject  ?  That  the  armament 
was  destined  for  a  secret  purpose,  but  that  it  needed  not  to 
ekcit^  the  jealousy  of  any  European  power,  the  ships  being 
but  half  manned.  If  Spain  were  disposed  to  contravene  her 
engagements  with  this  country,  French  finesse  would  hav« 
suggested  a  happier  mode  of  concealment.  Accompanied  as 
this  answer  was  by  the  want  of  preparation  in  every  other 
port  of  Spain,  its  truth  could  not  be  doubted.  On  M.  d'An- 
duagua's  being  questioned  by  Lord  Harrowby,  he  professes;- 
utter  ignorance  of  the  subject,  and  two  days  after  brings  an 
officer  belonging  to  one  of  the  regiments  composing  the 
armament  at  Ferrol,  with  letters  stating  that  the  object  of  it 
wju  to  quell  the  insurgents  in  Biscay.  This  Mr.  Frere,  ia 
a  subsequent  dispatch,  confirmed,  and  expressed  his  convic- 
tion that  such  was  the  fact.  Some  of  the  minister's  argu- 
ments operated  in  two  contrary  directions  and  destroyed  each 
Other,  If  the  agreement  to  suspend  hostilities  were  advan- 
tageous to  Fraincc,  she  would  'not  have  instigated  Spain  to 
break  it;  if  war  with  Spain  were  more  advantageous  to 

France^ 
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Fnnccy  we  'shall  be  losers  by  precipitating  oun^lves  into  it. 
It  was  inexplicable  bow,  on  such  instructions  as  were  con- 
tamed  in  Lord  Harrowby's  dispatch  of  Oct.  29,  Mr.  B. 
Frcre  judged  himself  warranted  in  making  the .  communics^ 
tion  of  the  treaty  with  France  and  -the  reduction  of  all  ar- 
maments in  Spain  an  ultimatum.  He  severely  reprobated  a 
passage  ia  one  of  Mr.  Frerc's  notes  to  M.  Cevallos,  as  being 
justly  offensive  to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  disgracdFuI  to  the 
court  of  Britain.  It 'mentioned  the  influence  of  France  on 
the  Spanish  councils,  asserted  the  dependence  of  Spain  on 
tbat  power,  and  insinuated  the  consequent  distrust  of  Engr 
land.  These  circumstances  were  true,  but  this  rendo^  it 
0U>re  improper  to  hint  at  them»  and  he  was  well  assured  that 
this  conduct  of  the  British  chs^ge  d'aflairs  was  strongly  re- 
probated by  the  whole  corps  diplomatic  of  Europe*  But  this 
was  nothing  ^o  a  subsequent  part  of  Mr.  Frere's  proceeding;. 
He  read  a  note  to  M.  Cevallos,  in  which  he  tells  him,  that  h^ 
expects  an  answer  by  the  bearer  !  What  would  our  adzpini- 
4tration  have  thought  had  a  similar  insult  been  offered  to 
them  ?  He  disclaimed  all  personal  reflections  on  Mr.  Frexe, 
but  such  were  his  tho«ights  on  the  affair.  Mr^  Johnstone  re- 
peated some  o£  his  former  observations  with  regard  to  th^ 
subsidy  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  Spain  to  France,  and  alledged 
that  it  was  a  shameful  defection  in  u&  for  such  a  trifle  to  de- 
sert Portugal,  our  ancieut,  ally,  and  expose  her  tp  be  Qvei:- 
run  a^d  destroyed.  This  action  certainly  did  not  redoi^d 
CO  the  honour  of  Great  Britain,  even  at  home,  and  on  the 
continent  it  was  regarded  with  universal  disapprc^ation*  He 
concluded  by  declaring  his  determination  tpsupport  theamen4- 
ment  to  the  address  proposed  by  his  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Grey. 

Afn  HUey  AfUingfon  jcoujd  not  refrain  from  expressing  ihc 
greatest  satisfaction  at  being  able  entirely  to  concur  in  opinion 
with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken  second  in  the  debate 
that  evening ;  he  wishe4>  however,  to  add  one  or  two'  obser- 
vations to  those  which  1;hat  hon.  gentleman  had  made  on  the 
statements  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him, 
and  who  had  commence  the  dis<:ussion  of  the  night.  He 
should  avoid  adverting  to  the  speech  of  the  hbn.  gentleman 
vrho  bad  just  sat  down,  not  out  of  the  slightest  disrespect  tp 
that  gentleman,  but  because  to  all  his  arguments,  complete 
answers  would  be  found  in  the  statemei^t  made  the  preceding 
evening  by  his  right  hon.  friend  near  him,  and  he  was  very  uiv- 
willing  to  detain  the  house  long,  anxious  as  they  necessarilv 
pus^  be,  to  hear  th^  opinions  of  so  many  ^r^  and  distin- 
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guishcd  characters  among  them,  who  had  not  been  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  expresshig  their  sentiments  on  this  mo- 
Ui^ntous  subject.  With  regard  to  tlie  analogy  which  .the 
learned  gentleman.  (Mr.  Rainc)  asserted, to  exist  between 
diplomatic  proceedings  and  the  occurrence^  of  special  plead- 
ing, and  with  regard  to  the  construction  which  he  had  at- 
tempted to  put  on  the  different  passages  that~he  had  quoted 
from  various  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  he  would  not  enter 
into  any  dispute  with  the  learned  gentleman,  conscious  as  he 
felt  of  his  own  incompetency  to  the  task  j  otherwise  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  the  passages  so  quoted  con- 
veyed to  his  mind  a  very  different  meaning,  and  led  to  very 
opposite  reasonings.  The  learned  gentleman,  although  he  al- 
lowed that  the  unexplained  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  afforded  a 
complete  justification  of  war  with  Spain,  yet  seemed  to  wish 
that  something  more  decisive  had  appeared  in  the  conduct  Of 
the  British  government  to  Spain,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  with  France :  that,  instead  of  the  forbearance  and  mo- 
deration which  had  distinguished  the  conduct  of  our  court  to 
that  of  Spain,  and  by  which  we  had  vainly  hoped. to. secure 
the  neutrality  of  that  power,  we  had  directed  a  message 
to  the  Spanish  government,  requiring  a  categorical  an- 
swer, a  x:omplete  ex)planation  how  far  Spain  conceived  her- 
self to  be  bound  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  In 
this  wish  he  must  totally  dissent  from  the  learned  gentle- 
man. "What  would  have  been  the  result  of  such  a  proceed- 
ing ?  What  answer  should  we  have  received  from  that  court  ? 
and  what  impression  could  have  been  made  by  a  demand, 
calculated  to  irritate  and  provoke  those  whom  the  learned 
gentleman  admitted  (and  in  this  point  he  perfectly  a^eed 
with  him,)  it  was  our  true  policy  to  soothe  and  conciliate. 
Should  We  have  attained  our  object  ?  should  we  have  re- 
ceived a  decisive  negative  or  affirmative  ?  the  probability  is 
that  we  should  not.  The  government  of  Spain  would  have 
replied,  **  We  have  no  desire  to  act  up  to  the  conditions  of 
the  treaty,  we  rather  wish  to  avoid  doing  so,  and  we  ask  for 
time  to  enable  us  to  concert  the  best  measures  for  eluding 
them.**  Then,  had  his  majesty's  ministers  received  such  an 
answer,  would  the  learned  gentleman  have  been  prepared  to 
advise  them  to  deny  the  Spanish  application  for  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  demand?  He. rather  thought  not.  Fie  rather 
thought  the  leai-ned  gentleman  would  have  seen  nothing  in 
such  an  answer,  but  a  request  from  a  weak  and  oppressed 
governmeht",  which  it  would  have  been  the  highest  cruelty  to 
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refuse.  .The  result  would  thus  have '  been  similar  to  what  it 
had  been  in  the  proceedings  adopted  by  the  British  cabinet, 
with  the  inconvenience  superadded  of  having  causelessly  agi- 
tated a  question,  which  motives  of  humanity-  and  prudence 
imperiously  demanded  should  be  suffered  to  lie  dormant. 
He  confessed  that  he  was  one  who.  had  waited  with  exces- 
sive anxiety  for  the  production  of  the  documents  from  which 
alone  it  was  possible  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the 
conduct  pursued  by  the  two  administrations  who  shared  in 
the  discussions  whijch  had  taken  place  with  Spain.  He  felt 
inexpressible  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  through  the  whole 
course  of  them,  he  found  the  same  uniform  tone  of  lenity 
and  forbearance  towards  Spain.  He  traced  it  through  all  the 
dispatches  from  his  noble  friend  Lord  Hawfeesbiu-y ;  he  trace4 
it  in  the  instructions  which  proceeded  from  the  present  noble 
secretary  of  state ;  he  traced  it  in  those  emphatic  words  to 
our  minister. at  Madrid,  to  "make  one  more  effort,  if  pos- 
sible, to  preserve  a  state  of  peace  with  Spain."  Deeply  sensible 
as  he  was  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  which  he  had  stated,  he 
humbly  presumed  to  implore  the  house  to  pause  before  they 
gave  their  votes  for  the  amendment  offered  to  them,  tie 
could  not  say  what  were  the  real  motives  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  proposed  it }  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  were 
pure,  bet  he  loudly  called  on  the  house  not  to  agree  to  a 
motion  replete  in  its  consequences  with  injury  to  Great  Bri- 
tain; to  a  motion  which,  if  it  were  adopted,  would  lower 
this  country  in  the  estimation  of  all  Eurc^,  would  lower  the 
spirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  would  unbrace  the 
nerves  of  every  British  soldier  and  sailor  now  engaged  in  the 
protection  of  old  England,  and  induce  them  to  believe,  that 
instead  of  fighting  for  their  country,  they  are  contending  in 
the  defence  of  the  most  lawless  and  dishonourable  outrage. 

Dr.  Laurence  said,  that  it  was  his.  intention  the  preceding 
night  to  have  noticed,  in  a  few  sentences,  what  had  fallen  from 
his  learned  friend  (Sir  Jphn  NlchoU).  Had  he  done  so,  at 
that  period  of  the  night,  and  exhausted  as  he  and  the  house  in 
general  were,  he  should  have  confined  himself  merely  to  two 
or  three  points  which  had  been  touched  oft  by  his  learned 
friend.  Having,  however,  that  night  witnessed  the  con- 
fident tone  in  which  an  honourable  gentleman  who  sat  be- 
side him  had  addressed  the  house,  in  a  speech  almost  every 
word  of  which  was  built  on  bold  and  glaring  misconception  j 
when  he  heard  it  stated  that  government  h^  acted  through- 
out with  humanity  and  moderation^  yet  with  vigilance,  dja*^ 

crity 


Digitized  by  OOOQ IC 


aSQ  THE  PARUAMENTARY  BJEGI^ER.  [Covvons^ 

ctity  and  firmness;  and,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  were  not 
to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  truth  of  such  allegations,  lest  thef 
should  damp  the  public  spirit,  he  felt  himself  called  on  to  en^ 
ter  more  at  large  into  the  subject,  and  in  the  first  place  to  in* 
quire  if  this  was  really  the  situation  of  that  house,  that  if  mi^ 
nisters  chose  to  plunge  into  a  war  on  unjustifiable  grounds^ 
they  were  not  entitled  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  it^  lest  in 
so  doing,  they  should  damp  the  spirit  of  the  country  I  If  it  were 
really  so,  he  should  wish  to  be  informed  for  what  reason  they 
sat  ithere,  and  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  bundles  of  papers 
in  the  hands  of  the  members,  and  lying  on  the  taUe  of  the 
house?  The  discussions  bv  which  this  war  had  been  preceded, 
were  said  by  those  who  disapproved  of  the  way  in  which  he 
thought,  to  have  been  marked  by  uncommon  forbearance,  ^nd, 
if  the  same  time,  J)y  vigour  and  energy.     There  was,  how-* 
eve-,  within  the  last  century,  but  one  war  in  which  this  coun- 
tr      as  engaged,  in  which  the  integrity  of  Great  Britain  ha4 
b'cn  questioned,  and  that  was  a  war  against  Spain*    Froifi 
tills  very  reason  ought  we  to  have  been  particularly  cautious 
of  commencing  hostilities  against  her,  unless  on  the  clearest 
and  most  undeniable  grounds,  lest  our  motives  should  be  ques*. 
tioned.      Spain  was  at  the  time  to  which  he  alluded  a  more 
powerful  nation  than  she  was  at  present,  and  the  more  were 
we  called  on  to  guard  against  our  integrity  being  suspected. 
When  a  country,  like  Spam,  rich  in  pillage  and  weak  in  power, 
was  seen  about  to  engage  in  war  with  a  powerful  state,  it  was 
natural  to  feel  suspicious  that  her  riches  and  weakness  micht 
have  contributed  to  involve  her  in  that  situation:  and  if  so 
was  it  not  for  the  honour  of  the  country  that  the  causes  of  the 
present  contest  should  be  investigated,  and  our  integrity  es^ 
tablished ?  -When  the  last  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  he  , 
had  unequivocally  stated  as  an  objection  to  tlieir  recognition 
of  i^  the  subsistence  of  the  defensive  treaties  between  France^ 
Holland  and  Spain,  and  had  submitted  how  far,  while  sucH 
treaties  existed,  we  could,  in  case  of  a  new  war  with  Franco, 
Regard  those  other  two  powers  as  in  a  state  of  neutrality.  Mi-> 
nisters  then  made  light  of  tl^at  objection,  but  they  themselves 
started  it  jn  the  beginning  of  the  present  discussion.    Tkc 
learned  gentleman  then  went  through  the  different  points 
which  had  formed  the  subjects  pf  discussion  in  the  course  cf 
the  correspondence,  and  conteqded  that  on  none  of  them  had 
our  government  put  things  in  ^o  clear  and  regular  a  state,  a^ 
to  make  them  the  legitimate  subjects  of  war.     By  the  waver-, 
ing  policy  of  the  late  administf  ation,  or  by  their  weakness  and 

'   '  {mbecility. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Tt%,M.]  SPANISH  WA*.  -  251 

imbccjlity,  of  by  what  other  name  the  present  ministers  chose ' 
to  term  it,  the  country  had  unquestionably  been  placed  in  a 
disagreeable  situation.  But  had  the  present  ministers  extri- 
cated themselves  or  the  country  out  of  it,  or  had  they  not  ra-< 
ther  added  to  the  ambiguities  and  doubts  whith  formerly  ex- 
isted, others  of  a  more  extraordinary  ot*  more  faital  kind  ? 
Lord  Hawkesbury'had,  in  his  communications  with  the  Span-* 
ish  minister,  recognised  conventions  or  communications  wliich 
were  now  stated  never  to  have  had  any  existence;  and  for  the 
result  of  explanations  for  which  Mr.  Frere  had  been  referred 
by  the  Prince  of  Peace,  to  M.  Cevallos,  ministers  would 
now  refer  the  house  to  a  letter  dated  the  day  before  Mr.  Frerc 
had  stated  his  intention  of  applying  for  the  explanation ;  at 
least,  if  not  to  be  found  in  that  letter,  ih}nis^ers  did  not  know 
where  such  explanation  was  to  be  had.  The  question  then 
which  remained  was,  in  what  isituation  the  faith  of  the  coun- 
try stood.  In  seizing  on  the  Spanish  ships  without  giving  any 
iatimation  to  that  effect,  and  without  any  declaration  ot  hos-  [ 
tilities.  It  had  been  maintained  by  the  learned  gentleman  oa 
the  other  side,  that  though  no  positive  declaration  of  war  had ' 
heen  made,  there  might  be  a  conditional  one.  In  illustration 
of  this  opinion,  the  learned  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  in- 
stance of  a  capture  of  some  Spanish  ships  made  by  our  fleets 
in  the  year  1755,  before  the  declaration  of  war;  thisL  how- 
ever, was  an  act  for  which,  by  the  best  informed  and  most 
icamed  men  who  are  accustomed  to  judge  on  matters  of  this 
kind,  our  government  of  that  day  are  highly  censured,  to  use 
no  harsher  expression.  The  learned  gentleman  too  nad  aW 
loded  to  an  embargo  laid  at  that  time  by  the  Spaniards  on  our 
ships.  He  wished  the  learned  gentleman  had  read  the  wordff 
in  which  that  embargo  was  noticed,  as  it  would  have  shewii 
that  it  took  place  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  ves- 
«bby  our  fleet,  and  was  stated  as  being  the  reason  of  laying  oa 
the  embargo;  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possiMe  ever  after  to  trust  us  on  the  eVc  of  a  war.  This  shewed 
the  danger- of  throwing  the  honour  of  a  country  on  extraordi- 
nvy  rules  of  law;  and  the  learned  gentleman  would  recollect^, 
dut  to  support  his  argument  he  must  have  been  able  to  shew  " 
as  many  exceptions  from  the  general  rule,  which  the  case  he 
had  cited  could  alone  be  considered,  as  would  themselves  makc* 
s  rule  in  favour  of  his  argument.  He  would  abo  find  that  the  , 
aurhor  on  whom  he  chi^y  built  as  supporting  his  ideas  of  tlie 
bw,  speaks  only,  in  the  passages  alludeid  to  by  the  learned  gen^ 
deman,  of  extreme  case^  and  in  general  lavs  it  down,.  **  But 
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all  people  and  aU  sovereigi^  of  magnanimity  will  not  wage  a . 
war  which  has  not  been  declared."  The  learned  gentleman, 
he  hoped,  would  not  wish  to  deprive  this,  country,  or  the  so-, 
vereign  of  this  country,  of  the  character  of  magnahiniity; 
though,  indeed,  he  confessed  the  opinions  o^the  learned  gen- 
tleman, if  takpn  to  be  the  standard  by  which  their  conduct 
was  to  be  regulated,  would  have  that  efiect  in  the  fullest  pos- 
sible sense  of  the  expressioa. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  would  pass  by  those  points,  upon 
which  so  much  had  been  said  by  his  learned  friend,  who  had 
just  sat  down,  and  by  other  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the 
d/;:bate,  with  respect  to  particular  precepts  of  tlie  law  of  na-' 
tions,  because  whatever  decision  might  be  made  upon  those  ' 
points^  appeared  to  ixim  quite  immaterial  to  the  question  im- 
mediately before  the  house.  The  question  then  to  consider 
.was  not  what  was,  or.  was  not,  a  legitimate  cause  of  war,  but 
hat  was  the  situation  of  this  country  with  respect  to  Spain  at 
vne  commencement  of  the  war  ^vith  France;  or  what  had  been  ' 
the  conduct  of  Spain  towards  this  country  since  tliat  period^ 
and  whether  that  conduct  was  such  as  to  justify  the  course  of 
proceeding  which  our  government  had  adopted,  and  particu^ 
larly  whether  it  furnished  a  fair  and  politic  ground  for  their 
engaging  in  direct  hostility?- The  remote  cause  of  the  war, 
upon  which  the  house  was  now  called  to  decide,  was  the  treaty 
of  St.  ndefonso,  and  the  proximate  cause  was  the  armaments 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  Spanish  ports,  and  the  refusal  of 
the  Spanish  government  to  explain  to  us  certain  points  respect- 
ing which  we  had  a  right  to  demand  a  full  and  satisfactory,  ex- 
planation. It  was  jiot  denied,  but  on  .the  contrary  expressly 
admitted,  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  the  treaty 
.  of  Ildefonso  furnished  an  unquestionable  ground  of  war,  and 
how  was  that  ground  affected  by  any  thing  that  had  occurred 
since  ?  To  ascertain  this  it  became  necessary  to  inquire,  first. 
Whether  that  ground  had  been  weakened  or  abandoned  by 
any  mark  of  approbation,,  or  acquiescence  on  our  part  in  the 
terms  of  that  treaty  ?  secondly,  Whether  any  agreement  had 
taken  place  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  our  right  to  go  to  war, 
and  what  were  the  conditions  of  such  agreement  ?  thirdly.  If 
such  agreement  existed,  whether  its  conditions  had  been  vio- 
lated ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the  explanation  required  and  re- 
ceived in  consequence  of  such  violation  ?  That  the  treaty  of 
Ildefonso  was  as  unaaibiguously  as  words  could  express  an  of- 
fensive treaty,  he  thought,'  could  not  be  questioned  for  a  mo- 
ment.     In  the  history  of  diplomacy  he  never  heard  of  any 
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thing  more  explicitly  binding  both  the  contractiilg  parties  to 
an  unconditional  offensive  cooperation.  It  was,  in  (act^ 
much  more  decisive  than  the  iamily  compact ;  for,  according 
to  the  8th  article,  it  precluded  the 'party  requiring  the  ex-* 
ocution  of  the  treaty  from  any  right  whatever,  even  to  inquire 
as  to  the  cause  or  object  of  the  war,  which  called  for  the  exe- 
cotioa  of  this  treaty.  It  therefore  clearly  formed  a  Just  cause 
of  war ;  but  then  there  was  a  di&rence  between  the  existence 
of  a  cause  of  war,  and  a  resolutiozi  to  go  to  war*,  and  to  this 
difocnce  we  attended.  If  we  resolved  on  war,  our  right  to 
ooounence  it  against  Spain  was  unimpeachable  the  moment 
oar  hostility  with  France  began,  without  any  previous  decla^ 
ratni  whatever.  For  there  could  be  no  equitable  obligation 
oa  us  .to  giae  any  notice  of  our  intention  to  the  Spattish  go- 
vemment,  which  was  from  that  period  virtually  in  a  state  of 
hostMity  with  us.  If  it  were  otherwise  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  that  of  France  also,  would  have  had  an  advantage 
over  OS.  Such  was  our  right  at  the  commencement  of  the 
French  war,  and  that  right  he  could  not  conceive  to  be  in  the 
least  degree  afiixtcd  by  the  subsidiary  treaty  between  France 
and  Spam.  That  treaty,  which  was  quite  a  matter  of  arrange* 
ment  and  commutation  between  the  parties,  left  us  upon  the 
some  fe6ting  as  before.  Still,  however,  we  declined  to  exert 
oar  rights,  because  we  were  restrained  by  motives  of  policy 
from  such  exertion.  We  did  not  wish  to  go  to  war  with 
Spain;  we  did  not  fed  a  Spanish  war  to  be  desirable.  There- 
fare^  although  we  felt  great  doubts  of  the  possibility  that 
Spain  coold  preserve  a  complete  neutrality  with  us  whUe  we 
were  eng^ed  in  war  with  France,  yet  we  determined  to  make 
the  experiment.  This  experiment  manifested  the  benevolence 
of  onr  government,  ev^  though  the  prospect  of  success  to 
be  derived  fit>m  experience  of  the  former  conduct  of  Spain 
was  not  at  all  encouraging.  It  had,  indeed,  been  matter  of 
great  doubt  among  our  statesmen,  whether,  since  the  family 
compact,  Spain  could,  after  the  commencement  of  war  betweea 
this  country  and  France^. long  continue  neutral;  and  another 
very  natural  doubt  arose  out  of  this,  whether  we  should  leave, 
Co  France  the  choice  of  the  period  when  it  would  suit  her  in« 
terest  best  to  put  an  end  to  that  neutrality,  or  chuse  that  pe- 
riod which  might  be  most  favourable  to  our  own  views.  In 
the  war  of  1778  ail  probabilities,  concurred  in  inducing  our  ^ 
nmuttcrs  to  suppose  that  Sp^in  would  not  join  with  France 
against  us ;  bot  yet,  akhough  such  'junction  was  against  the 
palpaiMeintcrc&U  oC%nin,  it  did  take  place^  and  ministerswere 
Vpc^  li  i9ofi  '  H  h  ^ensured  > 
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censured  by  the  men^rs  of  o^positi^B  ibr  being  so  li&id  atf 
to  entertain  for  a  moment  a  contrary  calculation.  Sttil  thb 
was  a  calculation  of  the  ^ame  aatulv  as  that  which  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  present  opposition  would  urge  the  prcKoft  mint»* 
ters  to  persist  in,  notwithstanding  the  altered  drconistances 
cdF  Spain,  and  the  material  diffiarence  between  the  obligations 
of  the  family  compact  and  that  of  the  treaty*  of  nde&mso. 
Gentlemen  had  observed  that  instmctiops  safficiemly  diatisct 
'  :uid  deci$ite  hi^d  not  been  sent  to  our  ambassador  at  .Madsid^ 
with  respect  to  the'^otidttet  that  h^^llioiitdpursoe upobxe* 
ceiving  an  ani^vtr  io  the  applicatioHlfe  tCias  directed  to  make 
to  the  Spadfih  goyemment^  as  <6  its  intention  ttspednw  the 
execution^  of  this  .treaty.  But  he  eouU  conceive  nomiiiK 
more  tmifounded  than  that  observation.  Mr.  Fma  «as  iib* 
^tnicted  to  aisk  die  Spaniish  ministryi  whether  they  naeant  to 
execute  the  obligations  of  the  treatjrof  Iklefoaao^^id  to  what 
extent.'  The  answer  he  should  receive,  he  wasto'transmit  to 
this  court,  without  deUvering  any' opinion  to  due  Spanish  tu^ 
nister,  as  tothe  rescdution  which  our  gomemmcnt  might  he 
likdy  to  take  upon  such  answer*  In  such  instmctiona  thne 
was  nothing  singular;  on  the  contrary,  nodung was  more 
common  t^  to  prescribe  such  a  condnct  to  amhanadoes. 
He  recdlected  one  hundred  instances  of  simflar  letters*  To 
forbid  the  ambassador  firom  forming  any  deciskm  npoB  the 
stnswer  he  might  receive,  could  not  be  said  to  be  injo"- 
dicious;  for  tl^  conduct  proper  to  be  punusd  unoa  su^sui* 

Twhicfai 


^  ^er  must  depend  on  various  circumstances,  of  y 
qient  would  be  most  competent  to  judge,  and  dierefire  go* 
Comment  was  right  in  reserving  to  th^iselvts  the  deci^nnof 
that  subject.  In  1761  tli^  instructions  sent  to  our  ambassador 
at'Madrid  were  precisely  similar  to  those  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Frere.  When  that  ambassador  was  directed  to  9pflf  to.the 
6ourt  of  Spain  for  an  explanation  of  the  fiunSy  compact^  lus 
order  was  to  mak^  no  comosent  on  die  exfdaaation  he  might 
teceive,  but  to  tnnsmit  it  iaunediately  to  this  court;  and  yet 
Lord  ^p^emont,  who  ^ve  those  oiders,  was  never  proammced 
an  inefficient  or  -unwise  statesman.  Many  other  precodents 
of  the  same  description  cotfld  be  cited  to  warrant theconrae 
adopted  with  re^)ectto  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Frere,  wdneli 
die  gentfenen  on  tk«  other  side  had  so  much  compliiincd  of 
for-faideaisioii..  Hbwiever,  it  turned  oatt  that.tfae  answer  tOi^ 
Mved  by  Hb.  Frere  was,  that  an  ap^icatimi  .^  been  snado 
by  the  French  gotenunent  to  Spain  m  pfcnpiaryspcooittsy  m 
]ieiiol{lil^siiillpii^.aiBdtBOops  stipoiatcifiiiDrintfaetreatfoC 
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BddfeosiK  Upon  thU  ^^poskio^>  it  seemed  that  an  mtiitaa* 
tioa  wm  givjen  to  tbye  Spanish  goyemment  that  the  concur- 
rence oi  ovT'^iyverDinrnt  ipuH  depend  on  the  amount  of  th^ 
fnfosed  siuxawst  andy  £^pm..  the  subsoquent.  connivance  of 
diisxcnialxy  in  ehe  payment  of  a  certain  fuccour  to  France^ 
he  obs^vcd  ihat  an  argument-  wa^  drawn  which  seemed  to 
imply  that  a  nation's  decUniiig  at  any  time  to  assert  a  right 
ms  tantasHMint  to  |he  abandonment  of  such  right.  Thi^ 
wgmld'be  a  adat  da&fenous  ,<k>ctrine  indeed^  for  at  would  go 
to  this,  thala  nation  dfeoiild  in  no  case  take  advantage  of  the 
ofaruion  of  diamioi,  Ibac  ^  should  not  delay  for  any  con-r 
aideratioBs  of  policy  the  j^saertion  of  a  right,  tw  at  the  risk 
ofi  .lorii^  ti»  right  aUtiOgether.  With  respect ,  to  the  nature 
of  oiwfcoMilaiKe  in  the  payciieni  of  the  subsidy  to  FrancC;! 
k  mB.dcariy^adentood  to  reu  upon  the  performance  of  cer- 
tain oonditimii  on  the  pwt  of  Spaip}  those  were,  the  cessation 
cf  aB  armaments  in  the  ^jpnish  forts,  and  the  prohibition 
of  tike  maftrhof  afty  French  troops  through  the  Spanish  ter« 
litocy.  In  case  of  a  ^ct  confocmity  to  these  condition;!^ 
and  alao  th^  prevention  of  the  sale  of  prizes  in  the  Spsmish 
pofftsy  the  Spaniards  were  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  what  he 
wovid  call  a  anspension  of  hostilities,  still  bearing  in  mind^ 
that  we  never  gave  up  our  orig^ial  right  of  war  if  those  con** 
tftaaoa  ahauld  not  be  fulfilled.  The  difierent  denoxpipatiofis 
giveco  to  theagreement  were  r^Iy  of  little  consequence*  M . 
CevaUos  called  it  a  treaty  of  neutrality,  although  Mr.  Frere^ 
kithe  letter,  of  the  iSth  of  February^  proposing  that  agree- 
sneo^  described  it  as  a  proportion  of  foii)earance.  M.  Ce- 
irailot,  in  Us  answer  to  that  letter  of  the  27th  of  March, 
termed  it  a. convention  of  neutrality,  but  the  name  was  im- 
material, if  the  essence  of  the  thing  were  observed.  There 
VKas,  however,  some  difference  in  the  construction  of  this. 
agreement,  wod  upon  that  point  the  learned  gentleman  who 

'  ijpoiee  jbst  woukt  insist,  that  the  construction  of  the  Spanish 
gpYcmment  ought  to  have  been  received,  but  this  he  denied. 

•  ¥ai»,  fimm  whom  the  fHToposition  originated,  belqnged  the 
right xifdcfiinng  it.  If  the  Spanish  goyeri^moit  wished  for 
»  difiecent  arrangement*  it  was  competent  to  them  to  propose 
k,  but  they  could  not  alter  ti^e  construction  of  that  whicl^  we 
oftred.    Ours  was  a  simple  proposition  of  forbearance  upon 

:4ienaiB  specified  terms,  but  the  Spanish  ministry  thought 
proper  to  term  it  a  convention,  of  neutrality.  This  ^erm  was, 
k  waa  to  be  presumed,  more  grateful  to  them,  and  it  would 
bec^aioos  to  qusuordi  wi^h  themj^bqut.  words.    We  told  them 
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-that  wc  should  consent  to  forbear  for  a  definite  period  for  a 
definite  purpose,  to  their  advance  of  the  subsidy  alluded  to^ 
which  purpose,  if  not  answered,  our  forbearance  must  cease* 
As  to  the  principles  of  national  honour  and  good  faith,  which 
had  been  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  and  which 
some  gentlemen  asserted  had  been  outraged  by  the  manner  of 
commencing  the  war  with  Spain,  no  man  was  more  anxious 
to  maintain  those  principles  unshaken  than  he  was;  and  he 
would  ever  contend  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  'Violation 
of  those  in  the  conduct  pursued  by  ministers;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  they  were  rcligiousljr  attended  to.    What  was 
the  case  between  this  country  and  Spain  ?•  Very  early  in  the 
negotiation  we  stated,  that  we  should  loojc  upon  any  hostile 
armaments  in  the  Spanish  ports  with  the  utmost  jdalonsy,  zn& 
afterwards,  lest  there  should  be  any  dispute  as  to  the  nature 
of  what  was  to  be  considered  a  hostile  armament,  ft  was 
brought  to  this  determinate  point*  that  there  should  be  a  ces- 
sation of  all  armattients.    This  was  acceded  to  by  Spain,  and 
jt  was  observed,  that  it  Was  a  humiliating  condition  to  require 
of  what  some  gentlemen  thought  proper  to  call  a  neutral 
power.    But  this  was  a  ch^^cter  which,  from  the  treaty  of 
Udcfonsoy  did  not  belong  to  Spain.     He  wou^d  admit  that  it 
would  not  be  competent  to  any  state  to  m^e  such  a  proposi- 
tion to  a  neutral  power,  beeause  such  a  power  might  wcU 
answer,  •*  We  are  arming  to  save  our  neutrality,"  or  state 
other  reasons  that  would  be  deemed  su£5cient*     A  neutral 
power  Spain  was  not  to  be  considered  by  this  country,  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  from  her  peculiar  position,  any  arma-- 
mc»it  that  might  be  prepared  in  her  ports  was  liable,  by  the- 
controlling  power  of  France,  to  he  converted  at  any  moment 
into  an  hostile  armament  against  us.    To  put  a  stop  to  such 
armaments  altogether,  therefore,  was  necessary  to  our  secu-^ 
fity,  and  Spain  consented  to  do  60,  as  part  of  thcxonditions. 
of  our  djeclining  to  make  war  upon  her.    That  this  formed 
the  condition  of  our  forbearance,  according  to  the  under- 
standing of  Spain  herself,  he  need  only  refer  to  the  several 
dispatches  of  M.  Cevallos  to  M.  d'Anduaga,  and  the  notes  of 
the  lattier  to  our  minister  for  foreign  anairs,  respecting  our 
.complaints  as  to  the  preparation  of  certain  armaments  in  the. 
Spanish  ports.    These  armaments,  notwithstanding  the  most« 
positive  engagement  to  the  contrary,  it  was  notorious  were  in 
preparation  at  the  time  we  proceeded  to  that  act,  which  it  vras 
said  w;e  should  not  have  attempted  without  giving  previous 
xiotice  of  hostility.    But  that  notice,  he  maintained',  Spam 
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yn%  not  entitled  to  iook  for»  becanse  her  preparation  of  any 
annament,  without  previous  explanatioin  to  .this  court  as  to 
-the  amount  and  object  of  such  armamentt  iiras  an  act  of  ab^ 
solute  hostility  on  her  part.  The  orde^,  therefore;  which 
was  issued  by  ministers  on  the  receipt  of  Admind  Cochi^ane's 
dispatches  rdative  to  the  armament  at  Ferrol,  was  perfectly 
justifiable.  It  had  been  said  that  the  object  of -that  armament 
was  not  hostile  to  this  country;  but,  if  not,  if  it  was  merely 
meant  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  to  Biscay^  as  was  pre* 
tended,  why  was  not  the  purpose  of  it  eitphined  to  this  coun- 
try before  the  preparation  of  it  was  commenced  ?  This  was 
required  by  the  terms  of  their  agreement;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  notwithstanding  the  pretences  all^-ged,  there  was  some^ 
thing  peculiarly  mysterioHS  in  that  armament;  something  that 
cfen  to  this  hour  hadnot  been  satisfcctofily  explained.  From 
all  appeanuKcs,  and  the  information  which  our  government 
received,  it  was  an  armament  that  bethought  could  not  have 
been  made  without  a  hostile  purpose*  If  even  a  neutral 
power  were  preparing  an  extraordinary  armament,  the  object 
of  which  she  should  on  application  decline  to  explain,  the 
power  applying  would  be  justified  in  considering  such  refusal 
a  £nr  object  of  .suspicion,  and  a  foil  cause  of  War;  what  then 
was  to  be  thought  of  an  unsatisfactory  explanation  of  an  ar^ 
mament  by  Spain,  under  the  circumstances  he  had  already 
described?  That  country  did,  he  maintained,  by  the  arma^ 
nient  at  Ferrol,  to  which  Admiral  Cochrane's  dispatch  re- 
fiETced,  not  merely  afibrd  a  cause  of  war,  but  actually  place 
herself  in  a  state  of  war  against  tlus  country,  and  of  course 
the  orders  issued  on  the  i8th  of  September  were  fully  war- 
ranted. Such  an  armament  was,  in  fact,  an  agreed  cause  of 
war.  Spain  was  the  first  to  break  the  engagement  upon 
which  we  promised  her  neutrality;  and  she  had  no  right, 
opoQ  axiy  principle  of  equity  or  the  law  of  nations,  to  com- 
pbin  of  the  consequences  which  that  breach  provoked. 
When  the  armaments  were  made  known  to  our  minister  at 
Madrid,  his  applications*  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  par- 
dcnlars  of  the  subsidiary  treaty  was  p<a*fectly  natural.  We 
would  not  be  warranted  in  any  longer  relying  on  the  inter- 
pretations of  that  treaty,  which  had  been  previously  given  us 
by  the  Spanish  ministry,  that  it  contained  nothing  hostile  to 
us  ;  particularly  as  it  appeared  that  M.  Cevallos  had,  within  a 
few  days,  differed  in  bis  construction  of  the  agreement  of 
forbearance,  or,  as  he  termed  it,  convention  of  neutrality, 
which  existed  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  as  to  the 
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time  at  which  the  amoimc  «f  the  Spanish  naTal  vmament 
was  to  be  fixed.  The  rcfiit^i  of  M.  Cetailos  to  explatn  fully 
the  Dttnre  of  the  subsidiary  treatyy  was,  in  his  judgment,  sofiw 
ctent  to  justify  Mr.  Frere  in  quitting  Madrid;  so  far  was  Mr. 
Fpcre  from  acting  with  any  precipitation,  that  he  considered 
his  conduct  to  nanifest  the  same  degree  of  moderatibn  thtt 
characterized  the  whole  progress  of  the  negotiation.  He  did 
not  take  any  step  without'  stating  the  reasons  to  the  Spanish 
government y  and  pointing  out  the  means  that  shouM^be 
taken  to  prevent  matters  from  proceeding  to  extremity-  The 
learned  gentleman  recapittriated  the  arguments  which  appear* 
cd  to  him  to  justify  the  conduct  of  ministers.  There  were 
two  distinct  grounds  for  the  commencement  of  the  war ; 
finty  the  violation  of  the  conditions  entered  into  by  the 
Spanish  government  as  the  price  of  our  fbrisearance;  and^ 
secondly,  the  refusal  of  that  government  to  afford  us  an  ex^ 
planatton  upon  points  rcspectmg  which  we  were  entitled  to 
demand  that  explanation.  The  violation  of  the  conditions 
he  alluded  to,  he  thought  qoite  sufficient  to  form  the  jusdfi* 
cation  of  ministers,  and  that  any  person  who  fairiy  considered 
all  the  circumstances  of  that  violation,  could  not  state  thut 
the  character  of  this  country  was  stigmatized  by  the  opier 
which  they  issued  for  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  frigates ;  an 
order  which  struck  his  mind  ^o  be  not  merely  warrantabfe» 
but  to  be  such  that,  had  they  declined  to  issue  it,  they  wo&ld 
have  been  guihy  of  a  most  criminal  desertion  of  diity.  The 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  assuring  the  house  that  he 
conscientiously  considered  the  eonduct  of  ministers  to  be  as 
wise  and  just  as  their  motives  were  humane  and  honourable. 

Mr.  i^jT,  without  apologising  for  taking  up  the  tune  of 
th«D  bouse  on  a  subject  of  such  importance,  was  determined  to 
take  it-np  at  littk  as  possible.  He  wouM  go  farther,  and 
sayt  that. ctrcumstances  which  had  occurred  in  the  debate  that* 
night,  and  particularly  what  had  611en  from  the  learned 
gentkiban whofaad spdcen  lMt»  condderably  shortened  wh^ 
he  had  to  say  IVith  respect  to  ^e  other  points,  the  speech 
of  his  hon.  friend  who  had  moved  the  amendment  (Mr.  Grey,^ 
was  so  cmtrely  unanswcral,  and  allowed  to  be  so  abaohitdy 
unanswerable  by  the  learned  gendcnun  tint  spoke  last,  that 
he  prudently  absttfiiedifrom  offering  any  thing  iir  answer  M^ 
it.  Thesef.  dremEStances,  together  with  the  speech  of  hi9 
learned  friond  ^Br.  JLaurence)  abounding  so  much  in  know- 
ledge, not  onl^^n%htened,  but  humane  and  liberal,  left  very 
httb  indeed  for  him  to  advert  to..-  What  he»  on  examitiiiig 
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thein»  GCMisider^  some  of^ktwikc^  cxceptionaMe  profo^i* 
tions  in  tb&  stateniait  at  the  bcginiiing  of  this  debate,  had 
been  now,  he  couki  not  say  vrhetbeni  'abandoned  or  rdfttted> 
by  the  hoo*  gentleman  who  h^  just' sat  down.    Whan  he-, 
heard  •£  a  dgtkictioii  between  an  en^ageineiiUof  «B»«id»n 
of  hostilitiea,  and  an  eng^^emeiit  oi'>neiltralky)  %ni  when- 
he  heard  of  that  distmctioii  as  a  thhifg^hat  pm  us  <(ti  a  better 
condition  and  Spain  in  a  worse,  thM'tD^hmi  was  the  language 
of  £raiKl,  and  there  was  nothtng-large  or*}jberal  about  it.     B«Kt 
when  it  was  an  instnictioo  from  JLoikI  Hawkcibury,  l^katthe 
andiassador  should  preserve  the  right  of  'wiir  imid«  alK  iftMi- 
negotiations,  it  was  the  most  monstrous  proceeding  that  ever 
bad  been  known.    The  learned  gentleman  who  spoke  on  the- 
other  side  the  precedmg  night  (Sir  John  NichoU,)  did'  not' 
deny  the  impropriety  of  suck  a  reservation,  but  contented 
himsdf  with  saying,  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  enter  into- 
it,  zadf  as  £ur  as  he  ^mderstood  him,  he  intimated  that  ke- 
wooid  not  support  it*    The  Idamed  gentleman  wha  spoke 
last,  wkh  whom  he  did  not  ag;ree  in  every  thing  he  had  said* 
OB  this  sobjoct,  did  not  attempt  to  do  away  what  was  in  fact' 
obqiKsdenaUe,  that  there  was  an  agreement  between  thia' 
country  alid  Spain.    On  the  contrary,  he  contended  for  the' 
efficacy  of  that  agreement  as-  a  ground  of  the  present  war. 
He  did  not  hear  from  him  the  distinction  laid  down  the  pre* 
oedfBgday,  that  we  were  not  to  be  supposed  to  acquiesce  in* 
idot  we  had  passed  over  in  silence,    lie  did  not  bear  from* 
kin  those  expressions,  which  were  characteristic  of  a  dupH-* 
city,  which,  he  was  sorry  ta  say,  was  the  most  conspicuous- 
feaiura  in  the  whole  of  these  transactions.     He  remembered' 
in  an  ancient  tngc^J  a  person  complaining  that  the  languid 
of  duplicity  had  been  held  to  him,  and  wishing  that  the  gods 
ka4  given  two  voices,  one  to  speak  the  truth,  the  other  con-- 
smnned  to  utter  the  language  of  falsehood;    It  had  not 
lieaaed  the  Creafeor  to  fotm  mairidnd  coofermably  to  this 
doise  y  knt  there  was  still  something  that  kadthe  effect  of 
il»l  £ar  though  truth  and  falsehood- were  not  uttered  with 
diAaPcnt  voices,  yet  they  were  expressed  in  di Arent  fam*' 
»;  and  if  a  dictionary  were  to  be  formed  of  tike- lan» 
^  of  fraud  aiyl  of  that  of  .tmthi  there  could  nM  he  # 
'  disthiction  than  that  silence  ia  that  of  fravni  woulcf 
■OS  sonify  a«quiescencex  and  iMt  the  otiilfioa  of  tutaing 
immy^Ahielj'ou  war,  was  but  the  waving  of  tar  ffig|il  fcf  «b^ 
mXt  in  order  to  resume  it  at  a  futrn^  oppoitunitT.    The 
aad  k»Md  g^eman,  he  wps^  ^^PfV  ^  ^^^  fticetf 
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the  question  on  a  different  footing.  He  laid  down  a  remote 
and  a  proximate  o^iuse  of  the  steps  recently  taken.  The  re« 
mote  cause  was  die  treaty  of  St.  lidefonso.  The  proximate 
causes  were  two:  firsts  the  armaments;  and,  secondly,  the 
insufficiency  of  the  expltoation.  With  regard  to  the  remote 
cansei  he  w^  one  of  those  who  agreed,  that  the  treaty  of  St. 
Bdefonso  was  an  otEcxmtt  treatyt  and  thati  unless  it  was  re- 
nounced, it  was  a  just  cause  of  war.  But  on  comparing  it 
with  the  family  compact,  he  thought  the  learned  gentleman 
not  right  in  saying,  it  was  more  hostile,  though  that,  per^ 
haps^  was  one  of  those  points  that  did  not  bear  on  the 
main  question.  But4t  appeared  the  hoti.  and. learned  gen- 
tleman did  not  attend  to  ail  the  parts  of  the  family  compact^ 
when  he  said  it  did  not  require  the  furnishing  of  succours  on 
demand,  without  explanation  of  the  cause  or  object.  Whe- 
ther the  words  in  the  treaty  were  directly  such  he  knew  not, 
but  that,  on  every  consideration  of  the  family  compact,  was 
the  greatest  objection  to  it  he  well  knew.  The  treaty  of 
Udefonso  was  ofJFensive,  and  gave  a  riglit  of  war;  but  the 
question  of  policy  mingled  in  this  instance  with  the  consi- 
deration of  humanity.  It  was  agreed  that  the  policy  of  this 
country  was  to  avoid  a  war  with  Spain,  and  it  was  a  policy 
in  which  he  had  the  honour  to  concur,  but  not  in  the  course 
that  had  been  taken.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man did  not  think  the  conduct  of  the  government  altoge- 
ther necessary  to  be  taken  into  the  consideration.  He  dif- 
fered from  him ;  for  when  his  maje^y  communicated  to  the 
l^ouse  the  war,  and  not  only  the  general  grounds  of  the  war^ 
but  also  the  conduct  of  his  nuyesty's  ministersi  the  examina- 
tion and  judgment  of  both  were  open  to  the  house.  He  did 
not  like  the  letter  of  Lord  Hiwk^ sbury  to  Mr.  Frere,  autho- 
rising him  to  demand  explanation,  but  allowing  him  to  give 
no  assurance  in  return.  An  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes) 
had  argued  that  Spaifi,  in  this  negotiation,  was  bound  to 
evince  candour,  and  that  Britain  was  bound  to  shew  vigi- 
lance, which  it  ever. would,  and,  at  the  same  time^  jea« 
lousy,'  suspicion,  and  reserve,  lliis  was  altogether  new  i 
for  if  there  was  any  one  thing  peculiarly  qualified  to  produce 
its  likCf  it -was  candour.  But  if  one  party  was  to  be  frank9 
and  the  other  doubtfulj  he  knew  not  what  to  think  of  those 
who  bid  dowp  such-  a  reciprocity.  When  frankness  was 
asked,  it  wa§  hut  natural  also  to  give  it.  This  was  not  the 
law  of  nations}  nor  law  of  England,  but  the  law  of  our  beinr» 
which  could  not  be  extinguished  or  altered  but  by  the  anm^ 
>  hilatioa 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Fe».1S.]  ^  SPANISH  WAR.  241' 

hiiatioQ  of  our  existence.  When  we  ask  for  frankness  we 
sbould  shew  the  example  ;  when  we  call  for  unreservedness^ 
we  should  ourselves  deal  with  sincerity  and  eapdour.  <This 
was  a  conduct  not  dictated  by  any  precepts  .^f  the  iMf  of 
nations,  hut  arising  out  of.  the^'  principles  of  humanr'  nature. 
He  saw  by  th^  instructions  of. ^Liord  Hawkesbvry.to  Mr. 
Frere,  that  he  was  directed  to  dconand  an  unreserved  com* 
munication  {rom  Spain,  a.  comniunication  which:  he  could 
not  obtain,  as  Mr.  Frere  gave  no  esprit  explanation  to 
Spain.  This  was  what  was  to  be  regret tM,  in^as  much  as,  • 
until  such  an  explanation  was  given,  it  was  vain  to  expect 
any  freedom  of  communication,  and  it  was  not  till  he  had 
read  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  he  thought  that  any  per- 
son could  expect  confidence  without  manifesting  sincerity. 
As  to  the  conduct  which  his  xnajesty^s  government .  had  to 
pursue,  there  appeared  to  him  but  one  ot  two  lines  for  them 
to  fc^ow.  The  first  was  simple,  and  was  merely  a  peremp* 
tory.dedaration  of  war,  unless  the  treaty  of  Ildefonso  should 
be  formally  renounced.  '^J  he  second  was  more  complex,  but 
not  less  likely  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  country.  Whilst 
the  disposition  of  Spain  to  continue'on  terms  of  amity  with 
us  lasted,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  her  disposition 
was  at  first  amicable,  measures  might  have  been  taken  to 
frame,  in  conjunction  with  Spain,  a  system  of  neutrality  that 
diouid  seaire  her  from  being  thrown  into  the  scale  against 
us.  This  Spain  could  not  do  alone;  this  she  could  not 
arrange  without  our  advice,  nor,  possibly,  after  being  thus^ 
fram^,  act  upon  it  without  our  assistance.  It  was  not,  nor 
could  it  be  the  interest  of  Spain,  to  afibrd  France  any  succours' 
which  she  could  avoid.  But  when  he  saw  that,  from  the  ad. 
of  June  to  the  24th  of  September,  Lord  Hawkesbury  h&d 
famished  no  light,  had  forwarded  no  further  instructions  to 
Mr.  Frere  as  to  die  measures  he  was  to  take  with  rtespect  to 
that  power,  what  could  he  say,  but  that  there  was  a  minister 
at  the  head  of  affairs  who  left  every  thing  to  chance  during 
five  mouths,  anU  had  made  no  effort  to  avert  those  hosti- 
lities which  had  at  length  unfortunately  taken  place  ?  andr 
what  five'  months  ?  A  space  within  which  France  had.  com*, 
pell^  Spain  to  entei-  into  a  treaty,  by  which  she  commuted 
the  succours  stipulated  in  a  former  treaty  for  a  subsidy.  Of . 
this  ttcnty  early  intimation  had  been  given  to  our  minister, , 
and  wi\h  what  view  ?  Undoubtedly  ^r  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taCnSHg  advice— ^undoubtedly  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
a^jst^e,  that  Spain,  if  she  might  happen  to  disoblige  France, 
Vol.  L  1805.     •  li  cotild 
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Could  say  that  she  had  done  every  thing  to  satisfy  the.  wishes 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Frere  knew  of  this  treaty 
the  1 2th  of  September,  he  was  made  acquainted  with  it  again 
on  'the  loth,  and  yet  not  one  word  of  instruction  had  been 
received  by  Mr,  Frere  on  that  head  till  October  24.  And 
what  was  the  consequence  ?  The  treaty  was  concluded  without 
his  advice.  But  as  it  had  been  the  business  of  these  days, 
with  the  e35ception  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  to  tax 
Spain,  whether  impelled  by  force  or  Intlination,  with  Having 
done  more  for  France  than  she  was  bound,  by  converting  the 
stipulated  succour?  under  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  into  a 
subsidy  ;  though  this  question  did  not  belong  to  his  present 
purpose,  he  could  not  omit  to  notice  it.  The  question  was 
not  what  Spain  had  in  this  instance  done  for  France,  but 
what  she  had  done  for  England.  Had  she  not  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  England  would  have  been  better  pleased  at  her  con- 
tributing the  subsidy,  than  supplying  the  succours  ?  On  the 
contrary,  was  it  not  more  likely  that  it  wouki  be  more  satis- 
factory to  the  Government  of  this  country,  that  even  a  con-i 
sideraole  subsidy  should  be  paid  in  lieu  of  the  stipulated 
contingent?  On  this  ground,  therefore, . he  complained  on 
fh^  part  of  Spain,  that  if  it  was  thought  by  minister^  that 
the  subsidy  would  be  more  injurious  to  this  country  than  the 
succours,  no  intimation  of  it  had  been  given  to  Spain.  She 
took  what  she  looked  upon  as  the  course  least  injurious  to  uis. 
After  all  that  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Frere  on  the  subject,  after 
all  the  dalculations  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  the. 
preceding  day,  he  was  still  of  opinion  that  Spain  h^d  judged 
right,  not  as  to  the  point  of  fact  with  respect  to  the  injury 
of  cither  to  England,  but  from  what  it  had  reason  to  sup- 
pose the  sentiments  of  his  majesty's  government.  This  opi- 
nion he  founded  on  ty.  <^  letters  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to 
Mr,  Frere,  ,and  on  various  parts  of  the  correspondencc,j 
which,  to  save  the  time  of  the  house,  he  should  not  then 
trouble  them  with  quoting  -,  and  as  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
any  intentional  mistatemcnt,  he  should  be  subject  to  the  cor- 
rection of  any  hon.  gentleman.  In  one  of  these  letters  Lord 
Hawkesbury  instructs  Mr.  Frere,  in  case  measures  should  be; 
taken  to  furnish  the  contingent  to  France,  to  leave  Madrid, 
Which  was  to  amount  to  a  declaration  of  war ;  no  such  mea- 
snre,  however,  was  dictated  in  the  event  of  the  grant  of  the 
subsidy.  If  Lord  Hawkesbury  looked  upon  the  supply  o£ 
the  contingent  succours  as  a,  ground  for  a  declaration  of  ws^, 
whilst  he  passed  over  the  case  of  the  subsidy,  then  he  con- 
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tended,  that  the  Spanish  government  had  judged  right/  not- 
withstanding all  that  had  been  said  on  that  subject.  But 
what  he  complained  of  most  was,  that  his  majesty's  mini- 
sters, with  their  usual  distinctness,  had  not  explained  their 
wishes  on  this  head  sufficiently,  nor  at  all  to  the  Spanish 
cabinet.  If  they  had  seen  that  the  predominant  inHuence, 
or  rather,  according  to  his  opinion,  the  predominant  power  of 
France  in  Spain  was  likely  to  give  a  direction  to  its  mea- 
sures, they  ought  to  have  come  to  some  determination,  whe- 
ther it  was  better  to  continue  the  neutrality,  or  as  they  term 
it,  tlieir  forbearance,  or  to  declare  war  at  once. ,  In  all  the 
discussions  with  respect  to  Spain,  it  appeared  that  she  had 
submitted  to  what  she  thought  the  mode  least  injurious  to 
this  country,  and  it  was  peculiarly  advantageous  that  she 
should  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the'  opinion  of  the 
jjovemmcnt  of  this  country  with  respect  to  it.  Bdt  no- 
thing had  been  done.  Allowing  the  situation  of  Spain  to 
have  been  difficult,  some  effort  ought  to  have  been  made  to 
assist  her ;  yet  she  had  been  left'to  herself  till  the  time,  when 
she  might  by  circumstances  be  enabled  to  disengage  herself 
from  the  difficulties  in  which  she  was  placed.  Here  he  could 
not  avoid  adverting  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  respecting  the  conduct  of  Spain  towards  the 
dose  of  the  American  war,  and  with  respect  to  the  opinion 
of  the  opposition  of  that  day.  It  was  usual,  in  speaking  of 
the  conduct  of  opposition  at  any  one  time,  to  attribute  the 
same  principles  to  the  existing  opposition.  What  the  sen- 
timents of  the  opposition  to  which  the  learned  gentleman 
had  alluded  had  been,  he  could  not  fully  call  to  mind ;  but 
diis  he  trusted,  that  when  the.  present  opposition  should  be 
no  more,  and  the  conduct  of  the  future  oppositiot\  might  be 
animadverted  upon,  it  would  be  said  that  they  did  not  re- 
semble the  virtuous  opposition  of  1805.  (The  hoh.  gentle- 
man here  adverted  particularly  to  the  circumstances  of  that 
period  to  justify  the  opinion  he  then  held.)  He  contended, 
that  the  influence  which  France  had  then  over  Spain,  was 
only  an  influence  of  its  government  over  the  government 
of  Spain,  to  induce  it  to  do  what  it  desired,  but  quite  dificrent 
from  the  influence  which  France  at  present  possessed  ovei^ 
Spain,  for  directing  the  whole  of  its  power  and  resources  to  the 
promotion  of  its  own  objects.  As  to  what  had  bosn  ojbserved 
with  respect  to  Portugal,  he  ^ould  ask,  whether  it  was  npt 
jcadfiable  to  connive  at  the  subsidy  extorted  from  that  power. 
The  smaUer  powers  either  atuch  thexaselves.  to  the  grcatfr^ 

I  i  2  or 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^44  THE  PARLtAMENTAUT  ItEGISTER.         [Cokmoni, 

or  were  obliged  to  do  so ;  and  where  there  was  no  evidence 
of  the  malus  ammus,  their  weakness  should  not  be  made  the 
ground  of  resentment.  Vengeance  should  be  directed  against 
the  great  offender. 

"  I>et  the  little  bark  of  tender  sail 
'    "         •*  Pursue  the  triumph  and  partake  the  gale." 

He  remembered  when  the  young  Arcl>duke  Charles  of  Aus- 
tria was  signalising  his  military  talents  in  Germany,  that  many 
ministerial  advocates  in  this  country  claimed  a  share  in  his 
triumphs,  in  virtue  of  two  millions  of  money  that  had  been 
sent  out  of  the  country  without  the  consent  of  parliament  fa 
hud  hu^h,)  When  Spain  commuted  its  contingent  for  a  pe* 
cuniary  subsidy,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  they  wpuld  make 
that  as  light  as  possible,  and  it  could  not  place  them  in  a  dif- 
ferent situation  from  that  in  which  they  had  stood  by  the  treaty 
of  St.  Ildefonso.  As  to  the  quantum  of  the  subsidy,  he  agreed 
with  the  learned  member,  that  that  was  very  little  to  the  pur- 
pose. If  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  was  a  ground  of  war,  he 
asked  whether  the  change  of  the  stipulated  contingent  of  that 
treaty  altered  that  ground  ?  Undoubtedly  not.  But  he  did 
not  think  it  possible  to  wave  the  right  of  urging  the  right  &v 
a  more  convenient  time.  Mr.  Frere,  it  appeared,  had  not  been 
instructed  to  declare  war,  and  yet  he  had  done  so.  He  hoped 
and  trusted  that  the  reasoning  of  the  learned  gentleman  had 
convinced  the  house  that  a  declaration  of  w^r  pending  discus- 
sions could  not  be  justified  without  previous  notice.  The  de« 
claration  of  war  by  Mr.  Frere,  without  instructions^  had 
brought  a  negotiation  to  a  conclussion  which  might  have  been 
conducted  to  an  amicable  adjustment.  The  principle  of  wav- 
ing the  right  of  war  till  it  should  be  convenient  to  act  upon  it> 
secmei}  like  laying  up  causes  or  grounds  of  war  in  a  bureau, 
where  ministers  could,  at  any  convenient  time,  find  cause  B, 
<au9e  C,  or  cause  D,  when  necessary.  He  agreed  with  the 
learned  gentleman,  and  with  his  honourable  (Mr.  Grey)  and 
his  learned  friend'  (Dr.  Laurence)  that  the  two  notes  of  Mr. 
Frere  amdunted  to  an  agreement,  and  in  very  pointed  terms 
reprobated^ an  expression  in  one  of  Mr.  Erere's  dispatches 
home,  that  because  nothing  he  had  communicated  warranted 
M«  Cevapos's  conception  of  the  agreement,  he  had  not  pro- 
tested a^inst  the  declaration  of  this  conception  in  one  of  bib 
notes. ,  If  M.  Cevallos  had  been  right,  there  would  Jbave.bccn 
no  occasion,  for  any  explanation  \  but  as  he  fell  into  a  wxs^ 
conception,  an  explanation  of  his  error  was  ahsol\M^ely  necessary* 
Lord  Hsrvkesbuf7  also  appeared  to  have  pursued  the  9;yne  con-n 

dua  , 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Fit.  12.]  SPANISH  war:  2i5 

duct  with  respect  to  a  similar  misconception  of  M.  d'Anduaga* 
It  might  be  urged  by  Mr.  Frere,  that  he  had  avoided  ex{^^ 
nation^  lest  he  should  be  considered  captious,  but  for  himself 
he  should  prefer  being  considered  either  captious  or  caviUousi 
rather  tlian  to  suffer  such  a  misconception  to  continue.  As 
to  the  rcc^uisition  that  had  been  made  to  the  Spanish  court, 
he  thought  it  important  that  the  house  should  come  to  some 
decision.  M.  Cevallos  instantly  gave  up  the  sale  of 
prizes,  and  as  to  the  armament,  he  declared  that  none  injuri- 
ous to  Great  Britain  should  be  entered  into.  He  agreed  to 
one  of  the  demands  on  Mr.  Frere's  owa  terms,  and  to  the 
other  with  some  qualification,  and  M.  Cevallos  did  not  qon-* 
sidcr  himself  bound  by  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Frerc,  but  by 
his  own  statement,  which  he  looked  upon  as  admitted.  (The 
hoQ.  member  here  referred  tp  sevcr;il  of  the  papers  to  illustrate 
his  positions.)  iHe  could  not,  begging  the  learned  member's 
pardon,  but  consider  it  as  a  loose  way  of  talking,  to  lay  so  much 
stress  on  c(»iversations,  where  there  were  twp  notes,  amount-* 
ing  to  an  agreement,  to  be  referred  to.  It  appeared  to  himr 
that  M.  Cevallos  had  not  engaged.not  to  arm,  but  so  as  not  to 
give  umbn^  to  Grcs^t  Britain.  M.  Cevallos's  note  of  the 
27th  of  July,  only  denied  armaments  such  as  could  excite  the 
apprehension  of  this  country;  and  whatever  might  be  the 
pride  of  Spain,  he  could  not  have  imagined  that  the  whole 
power  of  Spain  could  have  been  otherwise  detrimental  ta 
England  than  as  an  auxiliary  to  France;  and  in  denying  any 
armaments  for  that  object,  which  were  the  only  ones  which: 
he  ever  ^Qnceived  to  have  been  under  discussion,  he  must 
^Tc  felt  that  he  gave  sufBcient  satisfaction  to  our  minister.  As 
ID  tfae  use  of  the  term,  convention  appearing  in  his  notes» 
^ich  had  been  represented  by  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
wn  opposite,  as  a.confu^on  of  a  supposed  agreement  between 
Spain  and  thi^  country  witU  the  convention  of  the  19th  of* 
OiSober  withL  £iiuice>  be  supposed  the  mistake  might  have 
Viscn  firom  the  incorcect  translation  of  the  original  note.    Ao' 

'  to  much  stress  had  been  laid  on  this  agreement,  in  the  turn 
vhich  tbe*  debate  bad  taken  since  the  opening,  in  which  it 
had  bcfn  industriously  placed  ia  the  back  ground,  he  would, 
put  it  to  the  learned  meqciber,  whether^  if  considered  with  re<^ 
Suppec  to. the  two.  notes  of  Mr.  Frere,  it  could  be  taken  in  the 
dmpri^i^t^sftye  sense  in  which  he  had  regarded .  it  ?.  The 

larie^^mili&nani  and  another  learned  gentleman  the  pre-* 
ceding  B^ty  had  talked  of  a  conditional  declaration  of  tirar. 
XlMrf  ifcrejQuaiy  cases  in  which  be  could  conceive  the  proH> 
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pricty  of  such  a  declaration,  as  at  the  end  of  a  truce,  or  at  a 
certain  future  period,  in  the  event  of  a  stated  condition  not 
being  complied  with  previously,  or  under  more  complicated 
circumstances,  such  as  if,  for  instance,  a  fleet  was  not  to  be  re- 
moved within  a  certain  time* from  one  given  port  to  another. 
In  all  these  cases  the  declaration  would  be  explicit  and  clear, 
but  he  contended  that  such  a  declaration  ought  not  to  be  ihade 
ID  the  case  of  negotiations,  which  might  lead^o  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  matter  in  dispute,  and  that  the  declaratibn 
in  the  instance  under  .discussion  was  far  firom  being  clear  and 
explicit.  The  hon.  gentleman  further  contended,  that  who- 
ever £2iirly  considered  the  situation  of  Spain,  the  difficulties  and 
calamities  of  every  sort  with  wMch  she  had  to  struggle,  and  af- 
terwards seriously  believed  that  she  laboured  to  equip  arma<- 
ments  under  su<;h  circumstances  to  annoy, this  country,  such 
a  person  could  not  be  exceeded  in  credulity  by  the  simplest  of 
dopes.  Could  sending  three  ships  from  the  basin  into  the  mole, 
and  these  three  ships  only  half  manned,  be  seriously  looked 
upon  as  an  indication  of  such  hostile  armament  and  intention  ? 
Nor  was  it  so,  absurd,  as  argued  on  the  other  side,  to  sepd 
troops  in  such  ships.  If  so,  it  was  an  absurdity  of  which  we 
ourselves  have  frequently  been  guilty.  As  to  the  information 
received  from  Admiral  Cochrane,  he  was  sure  that  ministers 
did  not  believe  the  whole  of  it.  What  he  asserted  about 
Carthagena  and  Cadiz,  most  certainly  they  did  believe.  As 
to  the  subsidy  granted  in  lieu  of  the  contingent  in  troops,  and 
the  convention  with  France,  the  tendency  of  which  was  a& 
firmed  to  be  so  noxious,  why,  if  it  was  understood  to  be  o( 
that  unfavourable  nature  to  Great  Britain,  was  no  official 
inquiry  made  into  it  till  October  last?  It  appears  indeed  that 
Mr.  Frere  had  some  conversation  about  this  convention,  but 
not  a  trace  of  such  a  conversation  is  to  be  found  in  the  lettem 
upon  the  table.  It  consequently  is  not  known  whether  any 
interview  took  place  between  him  and  the  Spanish  itiinisto* 
upon  the  subject  J  or  whether  any  written  demand  was  sent 
in  respecting  it.  Soon  after  Mr.  Frere's  recall  was  deter- 
mined upon,  because,  his  conduct  was  disagreeable  to  the  Spa- 
nish court — and  by  whom  was  he  replaced  ?  by  his  brother^ 
and  that  brother  his  secretary,  who  consequently  was  privy  ta 
all  his  disputes  with  the  Spanish  ministry.  Could  any  ap-' 
pointment  be  more  absurd,  especially  while  a  gentleman  was 
appointed  as  ambassador  to  that  coiurt  in  every  respect  quali- 
fied for  the'  situation,  and  who  might  be  ready  to  set  out 
pn  the  notice  of  a  few  days.  But  it  was.  ureeat  to  make 
the  new  demand  respecting  the  convention.    Mr.  Frere  was 
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ordered  to  make  it,  and  if  an  immediate  answer  was  not  given, 
his  instructions  were  to  quit  Madrid.  But  did  not  Mr.  Frere 
know  the  substance  at  least  of  the  convention  ?  It  certainly 
appears  that  he  did,  and  even  more  than  the  substance,  for  he 
roundly  asserts  there  is  no  article  in  it  respecting  Portugal  but 
one.  It  is  said  that  the  detention  of  the  Spanish  frigates  was 
mer^y  ^  measure  of  precaution,  and  not  an  act  of  war.  Is  the 
detention  of  merchantmen  in  ovnr  ports  to  be  considered 
in  the  same  light  as  the  seizure  of  frigates  in  the  open  seas  ? 
Would  it  be  thought  so  if  the  British  flag  was  treated  in  the 
same  manner  ?  What  is  taken  may  be  restored,  but  honour 
tarnished  cannot  be  repaired  ;  can  you  restore  the  lives  of  so 
many  persons^  whose  lot  it  did  not  seem  to  be  to  encounter 
such  perils,  who  have  b^n  sacrificed  to  this  measure  of  pre- 
caution ?  Surely  all  this  proves  the  excellence  of  the  old  prac- 
tice of  a  declaration  of  war.  If  such  attacks  are  to  be  styled 
customary  measures,  all  war  is  a  measure  bf  precaution.  The 
war  of  the  Succession  was  such  a  measure :  the  seizure  of  the 
frigates  could  not  be  looked  upon  as  merely  a  measure  of  pro- 
caution  ;  it  was  a  direct  measure  of  war,  and  he  defied  all  the 
learning  and  ingenuity  opposed  to  him  to  prove  the  contrary. 
Bnt  it  hs^  been  pretty  generally  objected,  that  those  who  hold 
such  language  tend  to  asperse  the  character  of  the  country. 
Bot  if  such  conduct  is  not  to  be  canvassed,  for  what  purpose 
does  the  house  meet  ?  Is  not  the  houso  now  assembled  to  de- 
liver an  opinion  on  it  ?  Does  not  the  whole  of  the  constitution 
depend  upon  the  consequence  and  credit  attached  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  two  houses  of  parliament  ?  Are  they  to  delude  the 
people,  or  to  rescue  them  from  delusion  ?  Are  they  to  speak 
their  own  mind,  or  only  such  sentim^ts  as  may  be  acceptable 
to  government  ?  Before  you  convince  the  people  of  your  sin- 
cerity, yon  must  first  prove  you  are  sincere.  For  his  part,  he 
conld  not  afford  a  better  proof  of  his  sincere  conviction,  that 
ministers  had  acted  rashly  and  unjustly  in  their  conduct  to- 
wards Spain,  than  by  giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend.     .  . 

The  Chaficellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rose  to  reply.  He 
b<^an  by  saying,  that  he  should  not  have  to  trouble  the  house 
long,  after  the  very  able  speech  of  his  Earned  and  honourable 
friend  (the  Master  of  the  Rolls,)  who  left  scarcely  any  objec- 
tioD  unanswered,  and  whose  arguments  he  should  not  weaken 
by  any  unnecessary  attempt  to  repeat  them.  He  denied  that 
there  could  be  discover^  the  least  difference  of  opinion  what- 
ever between  his  learned  friend  and  hipseU>  when  his  opinions 
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were  rescued  from  perversion.    As  to  our  forbearance  towards 
Spain,  it  was  all  along  attended  \«^ith  a  cautionary  condition, 
and  if  they  departed  but  one  day  from  that  condition,  our 
right  of  war  was  to  be  enforced.     In  all  the  explanations 
which  had  taken  place,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Spanish 
court,  and  by  those  who  noW  adopt  their  arguments,  to  bind 
us  by  their  Mvords,   and  not  by  our  own.     Was  that  impartial 
justice  ?  They  acceded,  however,  to  the  conditions  imposed  on 
them  by  Mi^.  Frerc,  which  were  clearly  this,  that  there  shoula 
be  no  armaments.     This  was  the  cliief  condition,  and  the 
breach  of  it  gave  us  a  direct  right  to  revert  to  the  hostility  of 
which  we  had  pre-monished  them.     When  wc  saw  the  ships 
equipped,  when  we  behdd  them  alongside  of  the  enemy's  fleet, 
and  prep^cd  to  accompany  and  co-operate  with  them  in  any 
entc^rizc  they  might  meditate  against  this  country;  frdm 
what  could  we  judge  but  from  these  appearances,  and  what 
but  these  appearances  could  suggest  the  means  by  which  we 
might  counteract  their  designs^  Arc  we  not  to  look  to  the 
probability  of  an  hostile  intention  until  we  fed  the  eflects  of 
its  execution  ?  Did  we  neglect  to  adopt  precautions  to  frus- 
trate it,  should' we  nor  have  drawn  down  upon  ourselves  the 
censure  and  the  indignation  of  the  friends  of  vigorous  mea- 
sures ?  But  it  seems  that  the  ships  at  Ferrol  were  only  half 
maimed*    This  objection  is  taken  from  advices  sent  by  Ad- 
miral Cochrane.     In  order  to  ground  an  objection  upon  them, 
only  some  of  the  facts  he  adverts  to  are  stated— the  others. arc 
omitted.  The  admiral  at  the  same  time  informed  us,  that  the 
answer  respecting  them  from  the  governor  of  Gallicia  was 
evasive  :  that  it  must  strike  us  in  that  light,  and  he  adds,  that 
the,  crews  of  most  of  the  ships  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Feri-ol, 
and  that  they  might  be  assembled  at  any  time  in  tl^e  course  of 
a  few  hours.  Could  they  then  be  said  to  bq  only  half  manned  ; 
or  were  we  to  wait  until  the  armament  had  grown  up  from  its 
infancy  and  attained  its  confirmed  manhood?     But   Spain 
would  not  now  act  in  concert  with  France  as  she  might  be  sup- 
posed to   have  done  in  virtue  of  the  family  compact ;  she 
would  not  now  as  then  second  her  ambitious'  views.  Why  I 
because  she  ndw  fears  France,  whom  she  then  loved.    Is  not 
fear,  then,  as  strong  as  affection,  and  does  it  not  often  pro- 
duce much  stronger  eflfects  ?  What  could  Spain  expect  from 
her  tenderness,  after  seeing  the  manner  in  which  slie  treats 
hsr  own  subjects  ?  But  it  is  said,  if  Spain  paid  the  money,  she 
did  not  furnish  the  contingent.     Might  not  France  require 
bothi  if  the  granting  of  them  served  any  immediate  purpose, 
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and  thus  be  enabled  to  strike  a  given  blow  in  a  few  days,  per- 
haps acquire  a  temporary  superiority  over  our  squadron,  put 
to  sea,  and  secure  the  arrival  of  the  treasure  ships  ?  Indeed,  the 
situation  had  almost  arrived,  and  probably  they  would  have 
accomplished  their  object ;  but  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost: 
and  if  it  was  lost,  the  treasure  ships  were  safe ;  for  when  at- 
tacked, they  were  already  in  sight  of  Cadiz.  Suppose  we  had 
let  the  frigates  comenn,  and  allowed  the  armaments  to  gd  on, 
the  Spanish  ships  to  join  those  of  the  enemy,  and  to  sail  to- 
gether with  them  to  Brest ;  suppose  they  were  there  employed 
to  swell  the  expedition  destined  against  Ireland,  and  that  they 
had  actually  succeeded  in  effecting  a  landing;  had  we  waited 
for  further  explanation,  and  neglected  the  advices  of  admi- 
ral Cochrane,  in  what  posture  should  we  now  stand,  and  what 
face  should  we  presume  to  put  on  before  the  friends  of  vigi- 
lance and  vigour  ?  But,  thank  God,  we  now  are  conscious  of 
being  placed  in  a  different  situation,  and  in  that  consciousness 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  solicit  the  opinion  of  the  house  upon 
our  conduct. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt  severally  explained ;  after  which  the 
question  being  loudly  called  fbr,  the  house  divided  : 
For  Mr.  Grey's  amendment       -      106 
Against  it  -  -  313 

Majority  for  the  minister     -        207 
The  original  motion  for  the  address  was  then  put  and  car* 
ried. 
Adjourned  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

List  of  the  Minority, 

Adair,  R.  Calcraft,  J.  (teller) 

Althorpe,  Lord  Cavendish,  Lord  G. 

Andover,  Viscount    '  Cavendish,  W. 

Anson,  Thos. .  Caulfield,  Hon.  H. 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  Chapman,  Charles 

BagcncI,  Walter  Coke^  Thos.  William 

Bamiylde,  Sir  C.  Coke,  Edward 

Barday,  Sir  Robert  Combe,  H.  C. 

Barclay,  George  Cooke,  Bryan 

Berkeley,  Hon.  G.  C.  Courtenay,  John 

Best,W.  D.  •  Creevcy,  Thomas 

Bligb,  Thos.  Cu'rwen,  J.  C. 

Bouverie,  Hon.  E.  Daley,  D.  Bowes 

Brooke,  Charles  Douglas,  Marqutts 

Vol.  I.  i8©5.  K.  k     -  Dundas, 
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Dundas,  Hon.  C.  L. 
Dundas,  Hon.  G.  H.  L. 
Dundas,  Hon.  L. 
Duttind,  J.  H. 
Ebrington,  Lord 
Eliot,  Wm. 
Erskine,  Hon.  Tho9. 
Fellowes,  Robert 
Fitzgerald,  ^on.  J. 
Fitzpatrick,  Rt.  H.  R. 
Folkestone,  Vist. 
Fox,  Hon.  C.  J. 

Foley, 

Francis,  Philip 
Grcnfcll,  Pascoe 
Grenville,  Rt.  Hon.  Thos. 
Grey»  Hon.  Charles 
Hamilton,  Lord  A. 
Harrison,  John 
Heathcote,  John 
Hippcsley,  Sir  J.  C. 
Holland,  Henry,  jun. 
Hughes,  Wm.Xiewis 
Hulkes,  James 
Hutchinson,  H.  C.  H. 
Jckyll,  Joseph 
Johnstone,  George 
Knight,  R.  Payne 
I^adbrooke,  Robert 

Latouche, 

Latouche,  John,  jun. 
Lawrence,  French 
Lawley,  Sir  R. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Macmahon,  J. 
Maddocks,  W  A. 
Martin,  R.  (Galway) 
Milncr,SirW. 
Moore,  G.  P. 
Moore,  P. . 


Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morris,  Edward 
Newport,  Sir  John 
North,  Dudley 
Northey,  Wm. 
Ord,  William 
Osborne,  Lord  F.  G. 
Ossulston,  Lord 
Palmer,  John 
Pierce,  Henry 
Pelham,  Hon.  C-  A. 
Petty,  Lord  Henry 
Paxton,  Sir  R. 
Plumer,  William 
Poyntz,  William  S. 
Proby,  Viscount 
Pytches,  John 
Rainc,  Jonathan 
Russell,  Lord  Wm. 
St.  John,  St.  And. 
Scott,  Joseph 
Scudamore,  John 
Shelly,  T. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Smith,  William 
Sommervilk,  Sir  M. 
Spencer,  Lord  R. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Symonds,  T.  P. 
Temple,  Earl  (teller) 
Townsttid,  Lord 
Tyrrwhitt,  Thomas 
Walpole,  Hon.  G. 
Ward,  Hon.  J.  W. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Windham,  Rt.H.W. 
Wynn,C.W.  W. 
Wynn,  Sir  W. 
Young,  Sir  W. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARV  1 3. 

The  Eari  of  Kelly  and  Lord  Enntikilien  took  the  oaths 
and  their  feats. 

Earl  Camden  prefented  an  account  of  the  military  force 
of  the. country,  at  home  and  abroad,  on  the  ill  January 
1JJ05,  laid  on  the  table  by  order  of  his  majefty. 

The  Duk€  of  Clarence  faid  that  he  had  a  motion  to  fuh-  . 
mit  to  the  houfe,  which,  as  from  the  account  now  laid  on 
the.table,  heprefumedit  was  the  wifh  of  minifters  to  afford 
every  poflible  light  on  the  ftate  of  the  national  defence,  he 
Ihould  now  fubmit  to  the  coniideration  of  the  houfe.  His 
motion  was,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  bis 
xnajcfiy,  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  or- 
der ,to  be  laid  before  the  houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of 
men,  wanted  to  complete  the  royal  corps  of  artillery>  the 
borfe  artillery,  gunners  and  drivers,  &c. 

Earl  Camden  objected  to  the  motion,  as  he  had  not  heard 
any  parliamentary  grounds  on  which  it  was  fupported. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  did  not  wilh  to  pufh  the  motion. 
He  did  not  confider  that  a  deficiency  in  this  or  that  particular 
corps,  to  the  extent  of  1200  or  2400  men,  could  be  of  fuch . 
tfcntial  importance  as  to  induce  him  to  pufli  their  lordihips 
for  a  decifion  on  the  queflion,  when  he  kept  in  view  how 
often  he  might  feel  himfelf  called  on  to  ircfpafs  on  their 
lordfhips*  indulgence  in  the  courfe  of  the  prcfent  fcflion  on 
the  fubjeft  of  a  deficiency  in  every  part  of  the  military  force 
of  the  country*     He  therefore  withdrew  his  motion. 

\jyti  King  moved  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majefly,  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
order  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  accounts  of  the  number  of 
peribns  arrcfted  and  in  cuilody,  iq  Ireland,  under  the  late 
ad  for  preventing  the  cfcape  of  perfons  guilty  of  offences 
from  one  part  of  the  united  kingdom  to  apother;  of  the 
number  of  perfons  in  this  iituation  who  had  been  tried;  and 
of  the  number  difcharged,  fpecifying  the  reaforts  of  their 
aired  and  difcharge. 

The  two  firfl  motions  were  agreed  to. 

On  the  thirds  Lord  Hawkj^ury  faid  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion  to  the  motion  itfelf,  fo  far  as  it  went  to  require  tlie 
number  of  perfons  who  had  beca  an»e(led  iind  dilchargcd, 
to  be  laid  on  the  table.  Neither  was  he  aware  that  any 
objection  lay  againft  the  latter  part  of  the  motion,  requiring 
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the  caufes  of  their  arreft  and  difchargc  to  be  fpecifiedr  The 
boufe*  however,  mud  be  fenfible  that  there  might  be  cafes 
in  which  a  difclofure  of  this  kind  would  be  highly  improper, 
and  he  muft  therefore  objed  to  it  forming  any  part  of  the 
motion. 

Lord  King  agreed  to  withdraw  his  third  motion,  referving 
power  to  himicJf  to  bring  it  forward  on  any  future  day,  if 
be  iliould  fee  reafon  for  it. 

Lord Hawkejbury  dated  that,  in  the  abfence  of  the  noble 
]ords  who  had  waited  ^on  his  majefty  to  know  when  he* 
would  be  pleafed  to  receive  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  on  the 
Spanilh  war,  it  was  necedary  for  him  to  acquaint  their  lord- 
Ihips,  that  his  majefty  had  appointed  the  next  day,  at  three 
o'clock,  for  receiving  the  addrefs.  He  therefore  felt  him- 
felf  called  on  to  aflc  the  noble  carl  (Darnley)  if  it  was  his 
intention  to  bring  forward  his  motion  the  next  day,  or  if  it 
.  would  be  inconvenient  for  him  to  poftpone  it  till  Friday  ?  It 
had  been  cuftomary,  when  going  up  with  addreiles  to  bis 
majefty,  not  to  return  to  the  houfe.  There  were,  however, 
precedents  to  the  contrary,  and  if  the  noble  earl  infifted  on 
it,  the  houfe  would  undoubtedly  be  ready  to  depart  from  the 
more  ufual  pra£tice»  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Earl  Darnley  faid  that,  on  the  queftion  of  fafi,  whether 
he  did  intend  to  have  brought  forward  his  motion  the  next 
day,  he  muft  fay  that  fuch  had  really  been  his  intention. 
When,  however,  the  iituation  of  things  was  explained,  he 
felt  no  hefitation  in  agreeing  to  defer  his  motion  till  Friday, 
as  being  equally  convenient  to  him  as  lliurfday  could  have 
been.  He  begged  it,  however,  to  be  kept  in  recolleftion, 
that  this  delay  was  not  to  accommodate  him;  and  he  felt 
himfelf  the  more  called  on  to  delire  this  to  be  had  in  viiw, 
after  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  fecretary  of  flate  for 
foreign  affairs,  on  a  former  day,  that  be  would  on  no  account 
agree  to  delay  the  buiinefs  beyond  Wednefday  or  Thurfday* 
The  noble  ear]  at  the  fame  time  thought  proper  to  fay,  that 
he  would  not,  unlefsfor  fome  very  fubftantial  reafon,  again 
confent  to  poftpone  his  motion. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  Thurfday  was  accordingly  dif^ 
chatted,  and  ordered  to  ftand  for  Friday. 

Mr.  Williams ]prefented  the  tenth  report  of  the  commif- 
doners  for  naval  inquiry. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  it  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

His  royal  highnels  inquired  in  what  degree  of  forwardnefs 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


FKm.lS.1  MISCELLAKEOtJS.  9H 

the  eleventh  report  of  this  committee  was?  He  underftood 
that  the  tenth  report  contained  matter  of  high  importance^ 
and  he  intimated  his  determination  to  fee  it  brought  forward 
in  the  way  which  it  was  becoming  that  every  oaper  of  con- 
fequence  laid  on  the  table  of  that  houfe  fhould  be  attended 
to. 

The  exchequer  bilis  bill,  aflefled  taxes  commiflioners 
bill,  and  qualification  indemnity  bill,  were  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day, — ^Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE   OF. COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  13. 

Mr.  Mitford  prefented  at  the  bar,  purfuant  to  order,  an 
account  of  the  exports  from,  and  the  imports  to,  the  ports 
of  Scotland  from  Spain,  for  the  years  1803  and  1804. — Ox« 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  John  Anderfon  brought  up  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  onnhe  London  coal-fa£tors'  indemnity  bill,  which 
was  agreed  tOi  and  the  bill  grdered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
next  day. 

Mr.  Williams  prefented  at  the  bar  the  tenth  report  of  the 
commiffioners  of  naval  inquiry,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grey,  to  be 
printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  appointing  commiflioners  to  execute  the 
peniion,  fugar,  tobacco,  &c.  tax  ad. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  that  an  ac* 
count  fhould  be  laid  before  the  houfe  of  the  fums  of  money 
which  had  been  iflued  by  his  majefly's  orders,  purfuant  to 
addrefles  of  this  houfe,  and  not  made  good  by  parliament. 
Tlie  houfe  in  a  committee  went  through  the  loyalty  loan 
bill,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  next  day. 
Mr.  Planta  prefented,  purfuant  to  order,  a  return  of  the 
perfons  admitted,  for  the  laft  fix  months,  into  the  Britifli 
inufeum,  together  with  an  account  of  the  regulations  ef- 
tablifhed  with  refpeft  to  the  admiflion  o^  perfons  into  the 
faid  mufeum.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Rofe  prefented  the  eftimates  of  mifcellaneous  fer- 
vices,  and  gave  notice,  that  it  was  intended  to  move  them 
|a  the  committee  of  fupply. 

qUAKAMTINE. 
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QUARANTINE. 

The  boufe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  quarantine  bilL 

Mr.  Ro/e  ftated  tlie  new  provifions  introduced  into  the 
"bill.  It  was  before  doubted,  whether  men  of  war  were 
hound  to  perform  quarantine;  this  bill  went  to  enad  that 
they  Ihould.  It  extended  the  obligation  of  quarantine  to 
¥c(lels  coming  from  places  where  any  other  infe£tious  dis- 
temper prevailed,  as  well  as  to  thofe  coming  from  places 
infected  with  the  plague.  If  any  fuch  diftemper  mould 
break  out  in  any  part  of  England,  the  bill  went  to  enable 
his  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council, 
.  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  (hould  feem  neceflary  to  prevent 
itfrom  fpreading.  There  was  befides  a  power  to  compel 
fhips  on  board  which  infeflion  had  appeared  at  fea»  to  per« 
form  quarantine;  powers  to  compel  perfons  efcaping  frbai 
fhips  under  quarantine  to  return  on  board  ;  and  m  cafe  of 
ihipwreck,  to  provide  them  with  other  (hips,  and  to  inflict 
the  penalty  of  death  if  they  Ihould  reiift.  There  was  fur* 
tbert  a  claufe  of  indemnity  for  the  proceedings  relative  to 
fome  perfons  who  had  efcaped  from  an  inteAed  Ibip,  that 
had  been  wrecked  in  her  padage  round  from  Portfmoutb  to 
the  place  appointed  for  the  perfoi*mance  of  quarantine. 

The  claufes  were  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
fcceived  next  day. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  moved  that  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  fufpending  the  habeas-corpus  ad  in  Ireland  be  dc« 
ferred  till  next  day. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  ap« 
pointed  to  prepare  the  addrefs  to  his  majcfty  on  the  papers 
lelaiive  to  the  difcuflion  wiih  Spain.  The  addrefs,  approving 
of  the  conduS  of  his  majcfty's  government,  and  promiling 
the  mod  zealous  and  cordial  fuppoit  in  the  war,  was  agreed  . 
to»  and  an  order  made  that  the  whole  houfe  Uiouid  wait  on 
his  roajedy  with  it,  and  that  fuch  members  as  were  of  his 
majefty's  privy  council  fhould  inquire  his  majefty's  picafuce 
when  he  would  receive  it. 

SUPPLY. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Evan  Ncpean*  the  houfe  went 
into  a  committee  of  fupply,  to  which  were  referred  the  es- 
timates of  extraordinaries  of  the  navy,  the  eftiniates  of 
mifcclianeous  fervices>  and  the  paper  relative  to  the  Britifh 
mufeum. 

The 
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Tbe  following  fums  were  voted  on  the  motion  of  Sir 
Evan  Nepean  :-^ 

J»(K)49940l.  fof  tbe  ordinary  of  the  navy,  for  the  year 
1805. 

l»553,690l.  for  extraordinary  expences  of  buildiiigaQd 
repairing  {hips,  &c. 

^154)OOU  for  the  hire  of  tranfport  (hips. 

525»OOOL  for  tbe  maintenance  of  prifonen  of  war  ia 
health. 
.   57»OOOi.  for  iick  prifonen  of  war. 

Alio  the  following  fums  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huiki& 
fon: —  .1 

415,0001.  for  tbe  payment  of  claims  of  the  united  ftates 
of  America. 

135,121 1.  for  the  claims  of  American  loyalifts,  ice 

53,7191.  for  the  expence  of  convi£ls  at  home. 

20,0001.  for  law  charges. 

12,00Ol.  for  the  expence  of  the  public  ofBce*  Bow-fhvet; 

29,0001.  for  the  expences  of  printing  and  ftationary  for 
both  houfes  of  parliament. 

10,4761.  for  allowances  to  proteftant  diflenting  miniften 
in  England  and  Ireland. 

20,0001.  for  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  New  South  Waies. 
*   175,0001.  for  fofcign  and  home  fecret  fervice. 

If620l.  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  offices  for  the 
luperintendance  of  aliens. 

5,000l.  for  the  repairs  of  military  roads. 

8,37  iL  for  the  expences  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  • 
Canada. 

7,l65l.  ditto,  Nova  Scotia. 

4,6501.  ditto.  New  Brunfwick. 

3,1501.  ditto,  liland  of  St.  John's. 

2,0401.  ditto,  Cape  Breton. 

2.1301.  ditto,  Newfoundland. 

4,4381.  ditto,  Bahamas. 
5801.  ditto,  Bermuda. 
6(X)I.  ditto,  Dominica, 

Two  fums  of  3,0001.  and  8,000l.  for  buildings,  &c.  for 
the  Britifli  mufeum. 

l*be  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  next  day. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  condud  of  the  late  fherifis 
of  Middlefex,  was  further  put  off  till  Tuefday  next,  pn  the 
motion  of  Mr.  HuikiflTon, — Adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  14. 

The  lords  met  this  day  about  two  o'clock,  when  the  three 
millions  excheqtier  bills  bill,  the  qualification  indemnity 
bill,  and  the  aflefTed  tax  commiflioners  bill,  went  through 
♦  committees,  and  were  ordered  to  be  reported  next  day. 

The  fecortd  reading  of  Lingham's  divorce  bill  was  poft- 
poned  till  Monday. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  accompanied  by  their  lordihipSt 
then  proceeded  in  ftate  to  St.  James's,  to  prefent  the  addrefs 
to  his  maj^fty. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  I*. 

The  houfe  met  at  an  early  hour,  and  Lord  Stopford  inti- 
mated that  his  majefty  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  appoint 
three  o'clock  that  day  for  receiving  the  addrefs  of  the 
houfe. 

The  houfe  immediately  went  up  to  St,  James's  with  the 
following  addrefs  : 

*^  Moji  gracious  Sovereign^ 

<i  w-'^^  yQur  majefty 's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  QibjeAs,  the* 
Commons  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, in  parliament  aiTembled,  beg  Jeave  to  afTure  your  ma« 
jefty,  that  wc  have  taken  into  our  moft  ferious  coniideratioa 
the  papers  which  have  been  laid  before  us  by  your  majefty's 
command,  relative  to  the'difcufCons  which  have  taken  place 
with  the  court  of  Spain. 

<*  We  obferve  witli-  the  greateft  fatisfaftion,  that,  through 
I  he  whole  of  the  tranfaftion,  your  majefty  has  carried  your 
moderation  and  forbearance  to  the  utmoft  extent  whkh 
was  confiftent  with  a  due  .regard  to  the  honour  of  your 
crown  and  the  intereftsof  your  dominions. 

"  While  we  fully  concur  in  the.propriety  and  neceffity  of 
thofe  prompt  and  vigorous  meafures  of  precaution  which 
your  majefty  found  yourfcif  compelled  to  adopt  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  naval  armaments  fitted  out  by  Spain,  we  fee 
at  tlie  fame  time  a  frefh  proof  of  your  majefty's  earneft  de- 
fire  to  avert,  if  pofllble,  the  extremity  of  war,  in  the  frefh 
opportunity  which  your  majefty  even  then  offered  to  the 
court  of  Spain  to  enter  on  pacific  negotiation. 

"  Impreflcd  with  thefe  feniiraents,  and  fully  convinced  of 

the 
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the  jufttce  of  the  war«  which  tl)e  conduct  of  the  court  of 
Spam  (evidently  under  the  influence  aod  qontroul  of.FraQce) 
has  rendered  unavoidab!e«  we  (hall  not  fail  ro  afford  your  ma- 
jcih  our  moft  zealous  and  cordial  fupport  in  every  meafure  - 
vUch  may  be  neceffary  for  profecutiag  the  war  with  vigour, 
and  bringing  rt  to  a  lafe  and  honourable  termination." 

On  the  return  of  the  members  to  their  houfe,  the  Speaker 
ilated  that  his  majeily  bad  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  returo 
the  following  aniwer  to  their  addrefs: 
**  Gentlemen 9 

*'  I  return  you  my  warmeft  thanks  for  this  dutiful  tnd 
loyal  addrefs. 

•*  Your  entire  concurrence  in  thofe  motives  by  which  I 
have  been  aftuated  in  my  conduft  towards  the  comtoC 
Spain,  affords  me  the  higheft  fatisfadion. 

"  The  cordial  and  zealous  aflurances  of  yoyr  continued 
fupport  will,  I  truft,  enable  me  to  bring  this  new  conteft 
to  1  fafe  and  honourable  termination." 

Accounts  which  had  previoufly  been  oMered  firom  the 
Tieafury  were  prefcnted,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^  * 

The  coal-merchants'  indemnity  bill  was  read  a  third  timt 
and  pafled. 

Mr.  Lafceiles  moved  that  an  account  of  the  number  of 
exchequer  bills  unpaid  on  the  6th  of  January,  be  prefented 
to  the  houfe.  The  papers  were  afterwards  prefented,  and 
ordered  t<»  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  James  Fitzgerald  moved  that  feveral  papers,  relative 
to  the  charges  on  the  confolidated  fund  of  Ireland,  &c» 
which  were  laid  before  the  houfe  on  a  former  day,  lit 
printed  .-^Ordered . 

Mr.  Fofter  prefented  petitions  from  the  fociety  for  efta* 
blifhing  proteftant  fchools  in  Ireland,  from  the  roman  ca<* 
tholic  teminary,  the  houfe  of  induflry,  the  royal  college  0( 
iurceoBs  in  Ireland,  the  Hibernian  fchool,  and  feveral  othft 
public  inftttutions,  which  were  feverally  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  taMe. 

The  eftimales  of  the  expences  of  feveral  of  thefe  infti^ 
tuttons  were  afterwards  prefented,  and  the  right  hon.  mem* 
ber  gave  notice  that  he  would,  the  next  day,  move  that  thrf 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  fupply. 

Mr.  Huflciilbn  brought  up  the  report  of  the  preceding 
day's  committee  of  fupply^  The  rciolutions  were  read  4 
firfi  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to,  aod  bills  ordered  ac^ 
cordingly. 

Vol.  I.  1805.  Ll  The 
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VUc  loyalty  loan  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  next  day. 

SUSPENSION  or  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  IN   IRELAND. 

Sir  Evan  N*epcan  moved  the  order  of  the  'day,  for  the 
fccond  reading  uf  the  bill  for  fufpending  the  habeas  corpus 
a£t  in  Ireland. 

.  .Lord  Ihnry  Petty  claimed  the  indulgence  of  tbc  lioufc^ 
while  he  (ifrttcd  his  (tntiinents  on  this  important  occafion; 
He  felt  it  the  more  ntctirary  to  ftate  the  grounds  of  the 
diificiiKv  he  hkd  in  acceding  to  the  fufpenfion  now,  as  he 
had  fufTcicd  it  to  pais  without  objedion  in  two  other  iiK 
'  fiances,  lince  he  i^i  the  honour  of  a  fe^t  in  that  boute. 
He  was  relu<Stant»  becikufe  no  ground  wbatfoevev  had  bocn 
laid  for  the  proceeding.  He  would  not  fay  that  no  poi&ble 
cafe  could  aiife,  in  which  tbia  abrogation  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  would  be  jiiftifiabfe;  but 
thcfe  fhould  be  cafes  of  notorious  and  imminent  danger* 
Was  there  now  fucli  danger  exifting  in  Ireland?  If  tliere 
was  difaffection,  it  was  not  notorious;  if  there  was  rabcL- 
lion»  it  was  working  in  the  dark.  The  houfe  was  called 
upon  topafs  this  meafure  at  its  peril,  as  if  the  danger  at- 
tached to  the  houie,  and  not  to  the  government .  The 
peril  tefled  on  the  government,  becaufe  it  had  affigaed  a 
cauf(^for  the  mcaiure  which  it  had  not  made  good:  it  would 
toave  attached  to  tlie  houfe,  if  on  the  IheWing  of  a  good 
caufe,  ft  lefufed  the  necelHiry  powers.  Atprefent  the.houfe 
was  called  upon  at  a  notice  of  twenty-four  hours,  without 
flie^ing  siny  grounds  at  gU.  At  firft  the  hoofe  was  made  t«» 
believe  that  Ireland  was  in  a  moft  tranquil  ihXt;  and  nosr^ 
aaCten  it  waf^  aiked  whether  it  was  not  fo,  tlie  anfwer.  was, 
that  ihongh  it  appeared  to  be  tranquil,  fedition  exifted. 
M'ben  the  hardthips  of  a  fufiering  individual  (Mr/iodd 
^ones)  were  adverted  to,  tiie  anfwer  was,  depend  upMi  it  he 
deiecves.wbat  he  fu&cs.  Was  this  the  way  in  which  par* 
liament  ought  to  he  called  upon  to  pafs  meafiires  like  that 
iheii  befiite  the  l;ouie?  It  was  faid  the. power  would  not  be 
aJbttfed.;  and  he  was  r^ady  to  give  credit  to  Lord  Hardwickq 
lor  aU.  the  reditude  and  moderation  the.  advocates  of  the 
fufpenfion  declared  him  to  poilefs ;  he  would  go  further  and 
^,  thathisJcbowledge  of  tlie  fecreUry  gave  him  ftiil  fur- 
Xhtr  confidence  that  tliis  truft  would  be  refpeded  in  the 
liands  of  the  Iriih  .government.  But.it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  one  or  two  individuals  at  the  head  of  a&irs  to  at<* 
J        .  tend 
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iejK)  to  every  partieular  cafe  throughout  the  wliole'extent  of 
Ireland,  efpecially  when  al!  the  pillions  of  individuals  were 
ah've,  and  perfonal  animoiity  feeking  to  wre^ik  iis  private 
revenge  by  means  of  aggravated  and  frequently  unfounded 
crimimtion.  Could  thefe  one  or  two  upright  individuals, 
ia  the  iituatton  in  which  they  were  placed,  apply  to  every 
C4fe  the  fame  impartial  juO ice,  and  the  .fame  fair  examina- 
lino*  which  would  be  given  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men  de- 
cidtag  on  all  'the  circumftances?  It  was  impoflible  they 
cottldy  and  yet  this  was  the  fort  of  fubftitution  which  the 
boufewas  called  upon  toTan£lion  without  any  inquiry  what- 
toe:ver.  It  was  matter  of  notoriety^  that  in  the  mild,  mo- 
deraiCy  and  lenient  adminillr^ition  of  the  Marquis  Corn- 
wallis,  baidifaips  had  been  fuifered  on  falfe  grounds,  and 
even  tJiat  the  innocence  of  the  injured  individuals  had  been 
in  iiMne  inftances  acknowledged  after  their  fuffcrings,  and 
iheir  rep«]tation  been  cleared  from  the  unfounded  imputa- 
Hiitt.  One  cafe  in  particular  he  would  mention*  which  had 
l)ceD  redrefled  in  a  manner  highly  honourable  to  the  feeU 
ings  of  that  adminiftration.  It  was'  impoflible  that  arbitrary 
powers,  the  exercifc  of  which  in  a  great  extent  of  country, 
mufl  be  entrufted  to  fubordinate  pcrfons  remote  from  fuper- 
intendance,  could  exift  without  abufe.  This  was  the  cafe 
under  the  alien  aft  here.  He  would  not  then  enter  into 
any  incpiry  as  to  the  neceflity  of  that  meafure.  But  it  was 
certain  that  it  bad  been  made  the  means  of  much  private 
vexation,  and  the  inftrument  in  many  inilances  pf  the  bafeft 
and  mofi  unworthy  motives^  And  if  in  this  country,  fuch 
had  been  the  e^dof  a  meafurewhich  applied  only  to  five 
fir  iK  hundred  foreigners  refiding  amongfl  us,  what  n)ight 
be  expected  to  be  tlieoperation  in  Ireland  of  powers  fo  much 
greater  on  as  many  millions  of  men  ?  He  did  not  deny  that. 
fuiEcient  grounds  for  the  fufpenfion  may  exiil.  What  he' 
did  contend  was,  there  was  wanting  that  notorious  and  im- 
minent daager,  which  alone  could  fuperfede  the  neceifuy  of 
iaquiry.  He  flioiild,  therefore,,  have  felt  hjmfelf  bound  to 
ipvG  his  negative  to  the  fecond  reading,  if  it  were  not  for 
a  hope  he  entertained,  that  In  the  committee  fome  perfon 
of  more  weight  than  he  would  n^ove,  that  the  duration  of 
the  bill  be  limited  to  two  months,  for  the  purpofe  of  infli- 
tuting  an  inquiry  into  the  neceflity  of  the  fufpenfion,  in  or* 
6er  that,  if  fo  great  a  portion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people 
IhouJd  be  abrogated,  it  might  b^  done  in  that  folemn  and 
decorous  way  which  the  importance  of  the  tiling  required, 
and  Co  which  inquiry  was  indifpenfable. 

LI  2  Mr. 
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Mr,  Ktr  deplored  the  fufpenfion,  but  flill  more  the  ne- 
eefiity  of  it.  The  refolution  of  the  tnagidrates  of  the  County 
of  Waterford,  publifhed  in  an  adverlifcntient,  to  petition 
the  government  for  the  ftrong  meafure  of  fending  troops  to 
free  quarteis  in  the  difturbcd  parts,  was  fufiiciently  notorious 
to  havi.'  ilo<icl  for  a  juft  ground  for  the  fufpeniion  wi*h  the 
hon.  baronet  (Sir  J.  Newport).  In  the  county  he  had  cbe 
honour  tt)  reprefent,  it  was  delired  by  the  loyai  ;  and  tliofe 
who  were  formerly  moil  ciatnorous  againft  it,  now  acknow- 
ledge the  neceffity  of  it.  •     • 

SirJoAn  Sewport^  being  alluded  to  by  the  laft  fpeaker, 
offered  a  few  remarks  in  fupport  of  the  confiftenry  of  the 
opinion  he  bad  forrserly  thought  it  his  duty  to  deliver.  He 
did  not  deny  that  there  were  appearances  of  difaffcdion  in 
fome  parts  of  Ireland,  but  he  never  could  admk  the  prin- 
CiplCf  that  becaufe  one  part  of  a  kingdom  was  deficient  in 
the  duty  they  owed  to  their  king  and  country,  the  whole 
kingdom  Was  to  be  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  the  common 
law  of  the  land.  He  was  aware  of  the  proceedings  to 
which  the  bon.  member  alluded,  but  he  thought  that  they 
afforded  no  reafon  whatever  for  the  meafure  now  before  the 
houfe.  The  fa£t  was,  that  the  principal  offenders  in  the 
county  of  Waterford  were  now  a£luaily  in  gaol,  and  liable 
.  to  be  tried  by  the  judges  of  aflize.  It  was  not  thciefore  to 
be  argued,  that  the  proceedings  referred  to  offered  even  an 
etcufe  for  a  bill  which  had  a  tendency  to  place  the  whole 
people  of  Ireland  beyond  the  protection  of  the  common 
law.  On  a  former  day  he  had  not  argued  that  the  meafuro 
in  queftion  was  unneccffary,  but  wltat  he  required  was  an 
inquiry  to  demonftrate  its  neceilitv.  Nothing  ihort  of  a 
notoriety  extreme  and  uncontradi^ed,  could,  in  his  opi- 
Hioni  juftify  this  meafure,  and  conceiving  that  this  neceflity 
had  not  been  made  out,  he  had  moved  an  amendment,  the 
objed  of  which  was  to  inflitute  that  inquiry,  by  which  only 
a  fair  deciiion  of  the  houfe  could.be  formed.  He  widied 
the  buiinefs  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom,  and  he  never  w-r>utd 
fubmit  to  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus  ad,  uniels  on 
Iht  cleareft  grounds. 

Mr.  Pytches  refifted  the  meafure,  as  calculated  to  deftrov 
the  effeils  of  the  union,  and  to  detach  Ireland  from  herafv. 
fedion  to  this  country,  at  a  period  when  fuch  affedion  was 
moll  carneftly  to  be  defired.  Not  a  tittle  of  evidence  was 
adduced  to  fnew  that  any  thing  in  the  ftate  of  Ireland  rc« 
quired  fucti  a  violent  meafure  as  that  propofed.     Minift'ers 
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tlkCOttdres  must  have  thought  chat  Ireland  was  in  a  state  of 
tranquilHtyy  since  in  the  speech irom  the  throne  nothing  ta 
the  cofttrary  was  stated.  He  disclaimed  the  monstrous  idea 
of  suspending  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  because  a 
tsaitorout  committee  of  Irishmen  at  Paris  had  represented  the 
people  as  ripe  for  rebellion.  He  was  therefore  decidedly  against 
the  measure,  as  equally  impolitic  and  unnecessary. 
•  The  motion  for  the  second  reading  was  then  put  and  agreed 
to. 

On  the  motion  for  the  house  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
hill  nemt  day, 

Mr.  Fox  rose  to  ask,  whether,  as  the  discussion  on  the  slave 
trade  stood  for  next  day,  that  business  should  take  precedence . 
of  the  further  progress  of  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  stated,  that  the  discussion  on  the  slave  trade  would 
certainly  take  precedence  of  the  subject  in  question. 

Sir  John  Newport  ^ave  notice,  that  he  would  the  next  day 
move  for  an  account  of  all  pensions  on  tlie  Irish  establishment 
jcranted  since  the  ist  of  January^  1804^  as  far  down  as  the  sam< 
can  be  prepared. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  fEDRUARY   I5. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Rosslyn  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

Sir  J.  W.  Anderson  brought  up  from  the  commons  the  coaU 
factors'  indemnity  bill. 

The  diif^rcnt  bills  on  the  table  were  advanced  each  a  stage. 

Counsel  were  further  heard  in  the  Irish  appeal  causs  Fairfield 
V.  Morgan^  and  judgment  on  it  was  deferred  till  the  1st  of 
March. 

LORD   ST.  VINCENT. 

The  Duh  of  Clarence  rose,  and  expressed  much  anxiety  and 
impatience  to  obtain  a  plain  answer  to  a  question  which  he 
had  put  on  a  former  night,  and  which  he  should  now  I'epeat 
more  particularly,  as  he  was  happy  to  see  a  noble  viscount  in  his 
place  (Sidmouth),  by  whom  he  thought  this  question  might  be 
most  satisfactorily  answered.  What  he  was  solicitous  to  ob» 
lain  an  answer  about  was,  the  inquiry  instituted  last  session 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  late  firs^  lord  of  the  admiralty : » 
noble  admiral  for  whom,  for  these  twenty  years  past,  he  had 
uninterruptedly  entertained  the  highest  esteem  and  regard ; 
and  although  for  a  time  he  might  |x>litically  differ,  yet  at  no 
period  was  there  any  abatement  in  the  attachment  ax^d  friend- 

•hip 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CtUij  TH5  PAKLUMENTARY  RECISTKR.  [Loiint,» 

ship  by  which  he  felt  bound  to  that  gallant  admiral.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  question  which  he  then  had  to  put  was,  whether 
ministers  intended  to  institute  any  further  inquiry  into.tbc« 
conduct  of  the  noble  admiral,  during  his  aduiinistrauon  oftlic 
naval  depar.tment ;  and  if  the  noble  viscount  would  declare, 
whether  he  imagined  any  charge  whatever  could  attach  to  the 
public  conduct  during  that  period,  of  the  highly  meritorious 
distingutshedj  and  illustrious  naval  ofE^er  to  whom  he  had  al- 
luded? 

Lord  SiAnouth  expressed  his  readiness  to  satisfy  the  illustri- 
ous duke  as  far  as  depended  upon  him.  .  Respecting  the  ques- 
tion itself  he  had  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  he  did  not  think 
there  was  the  least  colour  of  charge  against  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  and  gallant  admiral ;  and  could  he  feel  any  hesitation  in 
saying  so,  he  should  bely  every  sentiment,  either  public  or  pri- 
vate, which  he  had  ever  felt  or  acted  on.  He  was  fully  coW 
rinced  that  the  noble  and  gallant  admiral's  conduct  was  uni« 
formly  such  as  to  claim  the  approbation  and  gratitude  of  the 

'  country,  so  fer  from  his  thinking  any  bbmc  imputable  to  him 
either  on  public  or  private  grounds.  "       -> 

The  Dt/ie  of  Clarence  said,  that  there  were  other  questions 
respecting  which  he  was  anxious  to  obtain  some  answer  £rooi 
his  majesty's  ministers.  Indeed  it  had  been  his  intention  to  offer 
some  motions  to  their  lordships,  principally  respecting  two  xvoh 
terial  points,  the  state  of  our  naval  and  military  defence.  They 
were  points  which  at  all  times  called  for  the  utmost  vigilance 
and  attention,  but  at  the  present  time  more  especially>  they 
'could  not  be  too  minutely  and  vigilantly  attended  to  \  and  the 
debate  of  that  day  might  afford  some  light  upon  these  topics. 
He  had  heard  it  reported  that  morning  that  the  Brest  fleet  had 
got  out,  and  consequently  every  thing  relative  to  the  defence 

'  of  the  united  kingdoms  should  engross  the  whole  of  our  care 
and  attention.  But  the  question  he  would  then  niorc  parti- 
cularly put,  %vas,  whether  ministers  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  make  any  change  in  the  present  system  of  the  volunteer 
forces  ?  He  felt  anxious  to  have  some  information  upon  that 
point,  as  it  was  one  respecting  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
submit  a  motion  to  the  house. 

Iy>rd  Hawkesbury  could  not  exactly  say,  whether  his  majes-: 
ty's  government  had  at  present  in  contemplation  any  change 
whatever  in  the  system  of  the  volunteer  force.  No  dou&, 
should  any  change  occur  to  them  which  pnt>mised  to  improve 
that  valuable  force,  and  to  render  it  more  efficient,  they  would 
feel  it  their  duty  to  adopt  it  with  all  due  promptitude.    This 

was 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


rn.15.1  ADDtttONAL  DEFENCE  BILL.  S0| 

tras  the  only  answer  he  could  give  to  the  illustrious  duke ;  and 
indeed  he  could  ndt  tbink  himself  warranted  in  offering  anj 
drier. 

The  Lord  Chancelhr  left  the  woolsack^  and  decilared,  with 
some  wjirmthy  that  -  as  an  individual  peer,  he  must  protest 
against  the  putting  of  such  questions. ' 

The  Duke  cf  CJaretice^  with  equal  warmth,  replied^  that  he 
never  should  be  deterred  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  from 
putting  What  questions  appeared  to  kim  to  be  proper;  nor 
shooid  any  thing  the  noble  and  learned  lord  could  say  about 
hb  conscience,  or  any  other  argument  he  could  urge,  succeed 
in  proving  to  him  that  lie  was  wrong  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  should  never  be  silent  when  any  thing  occurred  to  his  mind 
that  was  conducive  to  the  honour  of  his  sovereign,  or  the  in- 
terest and  glory  of  his  country. 

THE    NATIONAL   D£F£KCE. 

Lord  DsnJey  rose  to  bring  forward  his  promised  motion  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  national  defence,  more  particularly  as 
k  was  affiscted  by  a  measure  passed  last  session,  commonly 
called  the  additional  force  bill.    His  lordship  said,  that  what 
he  had  to  offer  in  support  of  the  motion,  with  which  he  should 
coDdnde^  wocdd  lie  in  a  narrow  compass,  as  the  papers  on 
their  lord^ips'   table  abundantly  proved  the  necessity  of 
adoptiag  ius  motion.  The  noble  lord  then  went  into  a  survey 
•f  the  d^jBSarent  arguments  which  had  been  urged  by  the 
friends  and  firamers  of  the  bill,  when  it  was  first  introduced, 
all  of  irtiicfaL  ezporience  had  now  proved  to  be  more  or  less 
iiitile  and  nugatory.    The  number  of  men  which  it  was  the 
tfaject  of  the  bill  to  raise,  was  16,000;  but  if  their  lordships 
lt>oked  to  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  examined  how  much 
each  county  had  iumished  of  their  quota,  they  must  instantly 
be  coBviaced  of  the  total  failulr  of  the  measure,  and  of  the 
utter  imuility  of  persisting  in  it.    His  lordship  then  instanced 
xvend  cpunties  where  the  failure  was  jpost  flagrant ;  yet  this 
«as  the  measure  which  the  new  administration  had  brought 
fbrvard  inunediately  on  their  coming  into  power,  which  they 
held  forth  as  the  mpst  satisfactory  and  triumphant  proof  of 
their  superior  abilities,  while  it  was  to  expose  the  inefEcacy 
of  thcjneasare  produced  by  their  predecessors  to  answer  the 
same-  object.    The  principal  person  who  framed  and  intro- 
iloccd  the- bills  a  biU  on  which  he  declared  he  had  employed 
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the  utniost  meditation  and  ditigence,  not  coplent  with  ^st^ 
Wishing  the  resnlt  of  his  Wn  iabonrs^  ycrj  v^kcBumtlf  ar- 
raigned the  incapacity  of  the  ministers  of  that  day,  and  their 
utter  instrfficiency  to  produce  such  measures  of  dd^Oipe :$^  the 
critical  state  of  the  country  so  imperiously  called  fer.  The 
offspring,  however,  of  all  this  pomp  of  promise  ,was  the  addi* 
tLonal  force  bill,  which  has  notorioualy  failed,  and*  which  has 
been  fonnifor  more  inefficient  than 'the  measures  which  the 
incapable  mrnisters^had  produced.  Among  the  more  triumphant 
arguments  which,  at  the  time,  were  employed  to  prove  the 
success  with  which  the  measure  must  be  attended,  was  the 
personal  influence  that  would  be  exerted  in  every  part  of  the 
fountry  to  jrive  it  effect.  But  mark  the  result*  "Who  could 
be  supposed  more  powerfully  and  more  successfully  to  exert  his 
influence  in  thr^t  respect  than  the  author  of  the  bill,  a  gentle- 
man whose  talents  and  authority  have  long  been  acknow- 
ledged and  felt  throughout  the  country,  and  even  had  for 
twenty  years  wielded  all  the  powers  of  persuasion  so  entirely 
at  the  disposal  of  a  minister.  Yet  on  the  very  spot  where  that 
gentleman's  influence  should  be  most  directly  feh,  and  where 
he  principally  intended  to  display  the  fruit  of  the  labeiirs 
which  he  had  bestowed  on  this  measure,  out  of  the  five  hun^ 
drcd  men  which  the  Cinque  Poi^s  were  to  furBishy  otdy  one 
mdn  was  prevailed  on  to  come  fbfwiird  at  the  al^powerfol  nod 
of  tlie  Warden.  '  Where  then  have  vanished  aB  his  boasted 
Promises  ?  Were  promises  nothing  ?  Here  the  nobl^l  locd 
thought  he  mi^ht  be  indulged  in  a^ewobsifrwtions«poii-tbe 
hmguage  then  held  oirt  by  the  present  mmistcrs,  in  dtrrtaJming 
6n  the  incarpacity,  and  reprobating  th*  inea^ures,  of  fMr-piiB-^ 
decessors.  And  who  are  the  persons  who  compose  the  present 
administration,  that  have  sosncte5sfvliy9abstitut(ti'tigottr$>r 
Weakness, '  talents' for  incapacity?  Docs  »ot  the  majority -of 
die  present  adtninistration  consist  of  those  ¥ery  p«raons  vrho, 
when  in  place,  vrcrc  branded  fcr  imbccitttv?  llic  liajtitre  of 
the  change  which  formed  what  isxalled  the  present  <adimtti- 
^ration)  afforded  much  disappointment  and  regret  tc  him  ^ 
much  surprise  tmd  disappointment  to  the  country  at  UacVt*  But' 
what  must  now  be  the  astbmshment  of  e^ery  man,  imim  we 
behold  at  the  head  rf  his  majesty's  cowicil  thet  very  person 
whom  his  present  vigorous  and  enKghtened  coUeagues  then 
held  out  to  the  world  as  the  very  thild  and  champiofti  of  kica^ 
pacity  itself.^  The  measures,  however,  which  that  chiid  'Of  »- 
<apacity  produced,  were  vigour  and  efficacy  ksck'^  ttpecttHy 
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who)  compared  with  the  measure  under  discussion,  of  which 
so  mocb  had  been  so  boastfully  promised^  and  of  which  so 
fiMehad  beta  reduced  to  efi%ct.  The  measure  had  failed  in 
Ireland  as  notoriousiy  as  It  had  in  this  kingdom ;  but  to  dwell 
lotfger  upon  it,  would  only  be  an  idle  waste  of  their  lordships' 
dme  and  patience.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by  moving  the 
repeal  of  the  act,  and  brought  in  a  bill  to  that  effect 

EsH  Camden  i^ted  his  reasons  for  not  agreeing  to  the  rq>eal 
of  the  bill  which  the  noble  lord  who  opened  the  business  had 
to  severely  condemned.  When  the  bill  was  first  introduced  it 
had  been  warmly  opposed,  and  a  great  degree  of  prejudice  was 
excited  against  it,  both  in  parliament  and  throughout  the 
country.  The  ntimber  of  men  yet  raised  by  its  operation  was,  * 
he  admitted^  considerably  below  what  might  have  been  na- 
turally expected.  But  when  all  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  to  be  carried  into  activity  were  kept  in  view,  this  was 
leu  a  matter  of  surprise,  as  time  was  necessary  to  give  it  a  fair 
chance  of  success.  He  had  thought  the  army  of  reserve  act  a 
{[ood  measure  fer  giving  a  large  and  speedy  augmentation  to 
the  regular  army.  But  it  \vas  not  denied  that  the  army  of  re* 
ler^  act  was  accompanied  by  many  inconveniences,  which  ^t 
wa$  very  desirable  to  remove.  It  had  been  particularly  the 
means  of  introducing  high  and  unprecedented  bounties.  Go^ 
vemment  perceived  the  necessity  of  destroying  this  evil  if  it 
could  possibly  be  effected,  and  the  expedient  which  they  had 
fdlenon  to  accomplish  this  object  was  the  very  act  which  the 
ttoUcr  lord  proposed  to  repeal  — ^With  that  view,  the  militia 
from  nhfety  was  to  be  reduced  to  fbnty  thousand,  and  fifty 
thousand  were  to  be  added  to  our  disposable  force  by  recruits 
from  the  militia,  and  the  temporary  levies  to  our  regular 
army.  The  number  which  had  enlisted  from  the  army  of  re- 
serve into  the  regulars  was  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  general 
principle  on  which  the  bill  was  founded.  But  the  bill  held 
out,  not  only  encouragements  connected  with  the  army  of  re« 
serve  act,  bat  others  peculiar'  to  itself.  It  was  founded  on  the 
aid  of  local  influence  and  strong  public  zeal,  and  he  was  con- 
fident that  if  both  these  were  properly  applied  they  could  not 
fail  of  producing  the  most  important  effects.  If  these  were  at 
any  time,  or  in  any  district,  totally  dormant,  the  penalties 
which  the  bill  inflicted,  where  the  quota  was  not  furnished^ 
woald  furnish  powerful  means  of  recruiting  for  general  service. 
The  manner  in  which  the  bill  was  drawn  offered  strong  in- 
fccements  for'the  exereise  of  patriotism,  and  when  properly 
anderstpod,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  answering  every  jobject  for 
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which  it  was  originally  framed.  If  the  bill  were  now  repealed^ 
the  consequence  must  be  that  recourse  must  be  again  had  to 
those  high  bounties  to  which  the  army  of  reserve  had  given 
rise,  and  to  that  system  of  balloting  which  it  was  allowed  on 
all  hands  should  be  abolished  as  equally  impolitic  and  oppres* 
sive.  He  was  sorry  that  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  so  much 
confounded  with  the  character  and  merits  of  the  administra* 
tion.  The  noble  lord  who  opened  the  business  had  described 
the  measure  as  a  decisive  evidence  of  the  inefficiency  of  that 
adiTiinistration  who  had  held  out  such  mighty  promises  to  the 
country.  He  had,  at  the  same  time,  argued,  that  such  an  zd^ 
ministration  as  that  now  presiding  over  the  national  councils^ 
was  not  such  as  the  people  required,  or  the  state  of  the  em- 
pire demanded.  It  was  painful  to  him  to  dwell  on  a  subject 
so  personal,  but  he  felt  it  to  be  due  to  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues in  office  to  state  that  if  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing their  acceptance  of  office  were  developed,  much  of  the 
obloquy  heaped  on  them  would  be  spared.  They  had  obeyed 
the  call  of  their  sovereign,  from  a  sense  of  duty }  they  had 
not  sought  office  from  an  inordinate  thirst  for.  power ;  they  had 
not  been  hostile  to  that  extended  administration  which  the 
noble  lord  had  declared  to  be  what  the  country  expected,  but 
they  could  not,  consistentfy  with  their  public  feelings,  refuse 
their  services  when  they  were  called  for  by  the  sovereign  at  a 
difficult  and  trying  crisis.  The  noble  lord  might  lament  the 
absence  of  an  extended  administration,  but  he  had  no  right  to 
arraign  his  majesty's  ministers  for  the  arrangement,,  such  as  it 
BOW  existed.. — But  returning  to  the  immediate  question  before 
the  house,  he  conjured  their  lordships  not  to  listen  toa  propo-« 
sition  for  repealing  the  bill,  at  the  time  that  it  Was  beginnio|; 
to  produce  the  effects  to  be  expected  from  it. — ^Npble  lordsj^ 
l^hen  they  talked  of  the  state  of  our  military  force,  did  nob 
^m  to  be  aware  how  much  had  been  added  to  it  in  the 
course  of  t]ie  last  year.  This  number  was  no  less  than  a8,ooo» 
of  which  there  were  no  less  than  i8,ooc  for  unlimited  service. 
When  noble  lords  objected  to  the  small  numbers  raised  by  this 
bill,  they  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that  at  this  moment  there 
were  nearly  800,000  men  in  arms,  besides  nearly  ioo,f  00  en- 
gaged in  commerce,  or  other  employments,  which  took  thenx 
put  of  the  way  of  the  recruiting  service.  It  was  not,  ther&< 
fore,  at  all  a  matter  of  surprise  that  men  were  raised  with  dif- 
ficulty, and  he  was  sure  that  the  amoimt  of  the  men  raisecl 
last  year  was  no  sort  of  proof  of  want  of  activity  on  the  part 
of  the  executive  govenunent.    An  impulse  had  been  given  to 
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the  recniiting  service  which,  if  suflfercd  to  go  on,  would,  no 
doubt,  be  productive  of  the  best  effects.  •  To  repeal  the  bill 
would  be  to  interfere  with  this  impulse,  and  under  this  con- 
viction he  felt  ifhis  duty  to  resist  the  noble  lord's  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  declared  that  he  could  not  discover  from 
the  documents  on  the  table,  where  that  large  increase  to  our 
military  force  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord  was  stated.  He 
saw  only  a  statement  of  a  few  thousand  men  raised  by  the  bill 
in  the  dlfierent  parts  of  the  united  kingdom.  To  talk,  as  the 
noble  lord  had  done,  of  the  effects  of  zeal  ahd  personal  influ- 
ence in  insuring  the  success  of  the  bill,  was  quite  nugatory. 
The  experiment  of  the  effect  of  these  had  been  tried,  and  had 
been  found  inefficient  in  producing  the  end  in  yiew.  In  proof 
of  this,  the  noble  earl  stated,  t^at  in  that  district  in  which  the 
personal  influence  of  the  right  hon.  author  of  the  measure 
chiefly  lay,  only  six  out  of  the  quota  of  five  hundred  men  had 
been  obtained.  .  It  was  quite  clear  from  the  past  that  nothing 
had  been  effected  by  the  bill,  and  there  was  very  little  hope 
of  much  good  resulting  from  it  in  future.  Being  a  bill  totally 
useless  in  the  attainment  of  its  object,  and  being  attended 
with  many  oppressive  circumstances,  he  should  certainly  vote  ^ 
for  its  repeal.  Before  he  sat  down,  he  only  begged  leave  to 
say,  that  if  our  force  was  really  so  much  increasedas  had  been 
described,  the  merit  of  this  augmentation  belonged  to  the  late 
administration,  and  not  to  his  majesty's  present  ministers.  It 
was  not  therefore  either  fair  or  just  to  claim  the  merit  of  ser- 
vices in  which  others  were  solely  interested. 

Lard  Kwg  was  anxious  to  know  on  what  grounds  ministers 
were  desirous  of  resting  the  merits  of  the  bill.  He  wished  to 
understand  whether  they  meant  it  as  a  J>iU  for  recruiting  bur  . 
army,  or  a  bill  for  raising  money.  If  they  meant  it  as  a  bill 
for  raising  men,  it  was  clear,  from  the  returns  on  the  table, 
that  it  had  completely  failed.  Ministers  then,  by  opposing  its 
repeal,  certainly  now  meant  it  to  be  considered  as  a  bill  for 
raising  money.  But  it  had  been  said  by  a  noble  lord  opposite, 
ihat  if  the  bill  was  repealed  it  would  be  necessary  again  to 
have  recourse  to  the  ballot.  He,  for  his  part,  professed  him- 
self no  friend  to  the  ballot,  but  in  proposing  the  repeal  he  was 
convinced  that  his  noble  friend  merely  meant  to  pave  the 
way  for  a  complete  review  and  amendment  of  our  whole  mi- 
litary system,  and  the  adoption  of  sucharrangements  as  would 
necessarily  preclude  the  appearance  of  the  ballot  for  ever.  The 
moble  lord  next  wished  to  xnow  whether  the  i^dei  of  enlisting 
men  for  a  limited  period  was  to  be  acted  upon,  and  contended 
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that  the  experience  derived  firom  the  army  of  reserve  was  « 
sufficient  proof  of  the  inadequacy  of  such  a  measure,     llii^ 
inference  he  could  not  for  a  moment  ^dmit.    Because  mea 
were  trepanned,  as  it  were,  from  one  service  to  anotheri  this 
was  no  proof  that  the  system  of  enlisting  for  a  limit^  period 
would  not,  if  well  arranged,  be  of  infinite  advantage*    His 
lordship  complained  that  the  failure  of  the  bill  in  producing 
the  quotas  required  must  ]>e  felt  highly  oppressive  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,    tn  the  county  of  Surry  the  fines  k» 
deficiencies  amounted  to  upwards  of  twenty-one  thousand 
pounds.   On  a  calculation  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  would 
amount  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence  in  the  pound,  imposing  » 
burden  on  the  landed  interest  greater  than  that  which  arose 
'  from  the  property  tax.   The  right  hon.  author  of  the  measure 
had,  previous  to  his  coming  into  power,  talked  of  nothing  but 
cncreasing  the  disposable  force  of  the  country.    Not  a  mo* 
ment  was  to  be  lost  in  gaining  this  object,  and  surely  it  was- 
not  asking  too  much  from  him  to  require  that  in  his  hands  this 
object  should  be  constantly  and  steadily  pursued.    Not  a 
month  vras  to  elapse  before  the  army  was  to  be  placed  on  that 
footing  which  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  required.  But 
what  had  they  done  since  their  accession  to  office  to  ttkct  this 
great  object  ?  They  had  literally  done  nothing.  Instead  of  the 
recruiting  of  the  regular  army,  their  whole  attention  had  been 
occupied  with  catamarans,  or  other  equally  futile  experiments. 
While  the  concentration  of  the  national  force  was  totally  ne- 
glected, the  attention  of  ministers  was  engrossed  by  ridiculousL 
projects^  and  all  this  firom  men  who  were  to  exalt  the  amount 
and  character  of  our  disposable  force,  to  a  point  of  unprece- 
dented glory.  With  all  their  boasting,,  they  had  done  nothing  i 
and  those  ministers,  whom  they  had  traduced  as  the  weakest 
and  most  inefficient  of  rulers,  had  now  obtained  as  complete  a 
triumph  over  their  accusers  as  if  tliey  had  actually  returned  ta. 
power.   Yet  after  much  decisive  evidence  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  measure^  he  was  astonished  to  find  the  noble  lord  declaring 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to  persevere  in  it.    But 
the  house  was  told  that  the  difficulties  which  formerly  stood 
in  the  way  of  the  bill  were  now  done  away,  and  that  hence- 
forth  local  influence  and  personal  zeal  would  produce  astonish- 
ing effect.    Their  lordships  c&rtainly  had  no  reason  to  be 
very  sanguine,  from  the  experience  of  those  circumstances  oa 
which  tlie  whole  efficacy  of  the  bill  was  grotmded.    It  was  not. 
a.  little  remarkable,  that  in  Kent,  where  the  influence  of  the 
Aoble  lord  migiit  be  supposed  to  be  powerful^  only  eleven  mea 
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out  of  the  quota  required  4iad  been  procured^  In  the  Nortk 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  with  which  another  noble  lord  opposite 
(Lord  Mulgrave)  was  peculiarly  connected,  not  even  one  indi- 
Tidiial  had  been  procured  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  Was 
it  not  pretty  cbnclusive  evidence  ot  what  was  to  be  expected 
£rom  the  continuance  of  this  nugatory  and  oppressive  measured 
It  was,  however,  on  sudi  grounds  as  these,  that  their  lord- 
^ps  were  called  on  to  resist  the  repeal.  Even  previous  to 
experience^  a  joajority  of  the  representatives  for  this  part  of 
the  kingdom  had  voted  against  it,  as  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
object  which  it  professed  to  have  in  view.  It  would  be  unac- 
countable indeed,  if  they  should  now  alter  that  vote  a&er  the 
grounds  of  it  had  been  so  completely  established  by  experi- 
ence* Viewing  the  bill  in  this  light,  he  most  cordially  ac- 
quiesced in  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend,  and  hoped  that  a 
maj<Mrity  or  their  lordships  would  see  reason  to  vote  fiir.thft 
repeal. 

TbcDuie  of  CumhertanJ^  alluding  to  a  phrase  In  thfi  noble 
lord's  speech,  when  he  had  intimated  that  men  were  tre- 
panned from  the  army  of  reserve  into  the  regular  service,  de- 
nied, in  the  strongest  terms,  the  existence  of  any  such  practice. 
He  was  sure  there  was  no  gentleman,  having  the  honour  tm 
serve  his  majesty,  who  would  ever  think  of  resorting  to  it. 

The  Earl  df  fVestmorland  thanked  the  noble  lord  who  liad 
brought  forward  the  motion,  for  the  opportunity  afforded  him 
of  entering  into  a  (Hscussion  of  the  merits  o'f  the  bill,  as  well 
as  the  charge  of  imbecility  made  against  ministers.  -  However. 
unpleasant  it  might  be,  he.  felt  himself  called  upon,  for  the 
purpose  of  reasoning  the  matter  •  fairly,  to  go  back  t6  state-, 
ments  brought  forwards  at  the  time  when  the  bill  was  first  iji- 
troduced'.  It  was  to  be  observed,  that  when  tl^e-  war  first- 
broke  out,  the  militia  was  completely  disembodied.  How  far 
the  bill  which  limited  their  term  of  service  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  war  was  or  was  not  politic,  he  would  not  then  pretend  to 
decide.  A  noble  lord  opposite,  (Lord  Grenville,)  would  not^' 
however,  pretend  to  say  that  his  majesty's  late  ministers  were 
to  be  ca:isured  fo9  disbanding  men  whose  term  of  service  was. 
limited,  by  an  act  passed  during  a  former  administration.  Of 
the  militia  so  disembodied,  no  smaller  a  number  tlian  ninety 
thousand  was  to  be  rtiised.  The  reserve  army  of  fifty  tliousand 
was  to  be  added  to  this  number,  besides  forty  thousand  men  to 
complete  the  deficiencies  in  the  naval  establishment/  Thus 
two  hundred  thousand  men  were  to  be  raised,  and  the  wliolc 
•ere  nearly  completed  in  twelve  or  fifteen  months,     A  great 
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scarcity  of  metl  accrued,  and  high  bounties  naturally  sprung 
out  of  the  unprecedented  demand  for  recruits.  It  became  ne- 
cessary to  counteract  these  growing  evils,  and  for  this  purpose 
was  the  bill  originally  framed.  To  accomplish  this,  several 
objects  were  to  be  effected.— In  the  first  place,  the  ballot  was 
to  be  abolished ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  a  body  of  men  was  to 
be  formed,  whose  term  of  service  was  to  be  more  extended 
than  the  militia,  and  a  sort  of  depot' was  to.  be  formed  for 
better  insuring  supplies  to  the  regular  army  wih  the  greatest 
possible  facility.  Now,  the  policy  of  having  a  large  provi- 
sional force  ready  to  be  called  out  whenever  the  country  was 
phmged  in  hostilities,  would  not,  he  thought,  be  easily  denied 
by  any  man  who  took  a  proper  view  of  the  relative  situation 
of  this  country  and  of  Europe.  For  his  own  part  he  thought 
Aat  without  such  a  provisional  force,  the  king's  crowii  would 
not  be  safe  on  his  head,  nor  would  the  country  be  secure 
:^ainst  a  sudden  attack  of  a  desperate,  malignant,  and  enter- 
prising enemy.  The  history  of  this  country  had  sufficiently 
demonstrated  the  necessity  of  siich  a  provisional  force.  Indeed^ 
from  the  want  of  such  a  force  at  the  commencement  of  a  war, 
wc  had  never  been  able  to  enter  on  it  with  the  advantages 
which  wc  should  otherwise  have  enjoyed.  So  far  as  the  bill 
then  went  to  form  and  organize  such  a  force,  he  could  not 
consent  to  its  repeal.  But  noble  lords  werp  anxious  for  the 
repeal,  because  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  raising  men  had 
been  found  totally  inadequate.  Noble  lords,  however,  seemed 
ignorant  what  were  the  circumstances  on  which  the  success  of 
ue  bill  was  in  a  great  measure  to  depend.  Before  the  bill 
could  be  carried  into  activity,  it  was  necessary  that  the  defici- 
encies in  the  militia  and  army  of  reserve  should  be  ascertained. 
In  doing  this  considerable  difficulty  occurred,  and  a  good  deal 
pf  time  was  necessarily  consumed.  It  was  only  now  tlut  it. 
was  coming  into  fiill  activity,  and  therefore  to  propose  the  re- 
peal of  it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice,  as  well  as 
expediency.  If  noble  lords  would  take  the  trouble  to  look  at 
the  returns,  they  would  find,  that  in  the  last  two  weeks  the 
Qnmber  of  recruits  was  no  less  than  six  hundred,  a  number 
much  greater  than  had  taken  place  in  any  two  preceding 
weeks.  It  was  to  be  observed  too,  that  the  fines  were  not  yet 
imposed  on  the  counties,  and  therefore  till  this  was  dope,  it 
was  not  fair  to  say  that  the  bill  had  received  a  fuU  and  fair 
trial.  He  had  mentioned  that  in  two  weeks  six  hundred  re- 
cruits were  obtained,  and  if  the  same  success  continued,  this 
movid  produce  a  supply  of  fifteen  thousacd  men.     Was  it 
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then  £t  or  proper  to  discard  a  measure  from  which  sudi  an 

augmentation  might  be  obtained^  without  ascertaining  who- 

tber  it  was  really  capable  of  producing  such  an  important  ro^ 

sub?  He  confes^d  himself  a  good  deal  surprised  at  the  lan^. 

guaigc  of  several  noble  lords  respect;ing  the  right  hon.  author 

of  this  measure.    Formerly  they  described  him  as  possessed  df 

every  talent  and  capable  of  every  exertion.    Like  Jupiter,  he 

was  represented  by  them  as  pervading  and  directing  every  part 

of  the  political  machine*    Now,  however,  he  was  £illen  from 

his  high  estate,  and  divested  of  all  his  powers.     Perhaps  the 

noble  lords  imagined,  that  unattended  by  those  who  forxneAj 

moved  round  him,  no  longer  supported  by  his  satellites,  h(; 

had  lost  all  claim  to  reverence,  and  the  paragon  of  excellence 

dod  power  was  converted  into  a  mere  image' of  imbecility; 

These  noble'  lords  could  best  explain  this  unaccountable  lan« 

guage,  and  best  describe  the  grounds  of  the  new  connections 

they  had  formed.    But  while  noble  lords  were  so  anxious  td 

get  rid  of  the  measure,  he  wished  to  know  what  they  had  to 

snbstimte  in  its  place?  Not  surely  the  ballot,  which  on  all  sides 

vas  allowed  to  be  impolitic.     Not  the  army  of  reserve,  the 

expediency  of  suspending  which  had  been  admitted.     There 

was  nothing  to  be  substituted  in  its  place,  and  therefore  he 

could  not  consent  to  the  repeal  at  a  moment  when  the  bill 

was  on  the  eve  of  producing  all  the  effects  expected  from  iti 

He  denied  that  even  at  present  our  army  was  not  on  a  respect* 

able  footing.    In  no  war  had  Epgland  ever  such  an  army  two 

years  after  its  commenceoc^ent.    1  he  bill  held  out  every  pros* 

pect  of  still  further  alimentation,  and  therefore  he  felt  it 

his  duty  to  resist  the  repeal. 

Earl  Spencer  thought  it  unnecessary  to  occupy  theattention  of 
the  house  long,  as,  in  his  opinion^  the  question  lay  in  a  very 
narrow  compass.  .  Their  lordships  would  not  be  surprised  to 
find  him  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  repeal,  when  they  recol- 
lected the  objections  he  had  formerly  stated  to  the  bill,  and 
when  he  now  added  that,  according  to  his  ideas,  every  one  of 
those  objections  was  fully  confirmed.  Being  persuaded  ef  the 
repeal  being  founded  on  reason,  justice,  and  policy,  it  was  per« 
fcctiy  consistent  io  him  to  support  a  motion  which  had  this 
object  in  view.  It  was  not,  however,  so  very  easy  to  see  how 
the  noble  lord  oppg^te,  and  some  of  lus  colleagues,  who  had 
also  formerly  condemned  tlie  mesisure,  now  stood  up  in  sup* 
port  of  its  continuance.  It  had  been  objected  to  the  rqpeal^ 
Aat  i£  this  took  place  the  ballot  must  ensue.  This,  he  must 
^ootcndy  did  by  up  means  follow.  The  noble  Icvd  had  asked* 

wheth^ 
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whether  fiis  noHc  friend  had  any  thing  to  propose  in  the 
place  of  this  bill.     To  this  the  ansirer  was  sunple,  that  his  no* 
Ke  friend  certainly  did  look  for  some  more  efficient  measure 
from  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  his  ma* 
jcsty^s  councils.      As,  however,  there  was  a  design  expressed 
to  continue  this  bill,  his  noble  friend  felt  it  his  iluty  no  longer 
to  delay  a  motion  for  the  repeal  of  a  measure  at  once  unwis^ 
impolitic,  and  oppressive.     Bnt  the  noble  lord  ought  to  have 
recollected,  that  when  thearmy  of  reserve  suspension  bill  was 
proposed,  many  of  those  who  now  resisted  the  repeal,  con- 
tended, in  opposition  to  those  who  called  for  a  substitute, — ^Let 
us  get  rid  of  this,  and  then  we  shall  have  time  to  think  of  a 
sabstitute.     Having  made  these  preliminary  remarks,  the  no- 
fcle  earl  proceeded  to  the  direct  consideration  of  the  quest  ion^ 
it  was,  l>e  maintained,  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  bill,  as 
applied  to  the  raising  of  men,  was  quite  nugatory.    The  pros- 
pects held  owt  by  the  friends  of  the  measure  had  been  found 
tota^y  abortive,  and  he  could  not  concecveany  thing  mere  ab- 
swfd,  than  to  expect  from  such  a  measure  any  thing  like  an 
augmentation  to  our  army.    To  look  up  to  it  for  such  an  ob- 
ject was  reaHy  downright  absolute  trifling.      He  would  not, 
therefore,  take  up  their  lordships'  time  further  on  this  point. . 
The  only  point  of  view  in  which  it  could  be  considered  was, 
that  It  was  a  hill  for  raising^  money.     Viewing  it  in  this  li^ht 
he  had  no  difficulty  in  pronouncing  it  unequal  and  oppressive* 
The  fines  were  levied  exclusively  en  land*  and  houses,  which 
was  (Contrary  to  ths^t  radical  principle  of  just  taxation,  that 
puMic  burdens  should  fall  equally  on  the  country  at  large.  In 
this  light,  then,  the  bill  was  unjust  in  its  principle,  and  ought 
to  be  repealed.     But,  in  the  operation,  of  the  bill,  a  door  was 
•pened  for  pndue  partiality,  and  the  burdens  might  in  many 
kistances  fall  heavier  on  one  district  thap  another.     It  was  to 
he  observed,  that  when  the  men  were  recruited,  the  officers 
liad  the  power  to  apportion  the  recruits,  and  it  was  in  their 
.  power  to  send  to  particular  districts  those  of  suspicious  cha- 
vacters,  whik  others  in  whom  they  could  pbiee  confidence 
were  sent  to  other  stations^.      If  any  number  of  the  recruits 
deserted,  the  burden  fell  upoir  the  districts  where  they  were 
stationed,  ai|d  tn  many  cases  it  would  be  allowed  that  the  bur- 
den ijiight  be  oppressive  to  the  last  degree.     To  a  bill  vesting 
asch*  wiequal  and  oppressive  powers  he  never  could  yidd  his 
tsteat.    As  to-  what  had  been  urged  respecting  the  number  of 
sccTuits  procured  during  the  two  last  weeks,  it  really  proved 
jK)diing  i£  admitted.     Bnt  the  fact  was^  tliat  the  whole  of 
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these  rccroJts  were  not  obtained  by  the  bill,  but  by  general 
recinittng  througbout  the  country^  Here,  however,  the  noble 
lords  'who'c^pposed  the  repeal  argued  for  the  delay  of  a  year 
or  two,  to  give  the  bill  a  fair  trial.  Surely  they  could  not  be 
serious  in  holding  such  language.  ^  TTie  grand  recommenda- 
tion of  the  bill  was,  that  it  was  to  operate  as  an  immediate 
measure,  and  by  its  extraordinaryrapidity  of  execution,  atone 
for  the  tardiness  of  the  late  ministers.  It  was  strange  to  think 
what  new  light  some  noble  lords  must  have  received  on  the 
subject.  Last  year  they  had  opposed  the  biU  because  they 
thought  it  impoUtic  and  unnecessary.  Nqw  that  experience 
had  proved  its  nullity,  they  had  got  such  new  light  as  enabled 
diem  to  Vote  against  the  repeal.  It  was  for  these  noble  lords 
to  explain  such  inconsistency.*  His  lordship  disclaimed  all 
idea  of  renouncing  any  of  the  principles  which  had  ever  regu- 
lated his  public  life.  It  would  be  tinie  enough  for  noble  lords 
to  accuse  him  of  inconsistency  when  any  proofs  of  it  appeared 
in  his  conduct.  What  he  conceived  to  be  most  calculated  for 
the  prosperity  and  honour  of  the  country,  that  he  pursued; 
and  he  disclaimed  any  connection  with  any  set  of  men  which 
would  ever  make  him  ibrget  this  object.  He  concluded  with 
declaring^  his  hearty  approbation  of  the  motion  for  the  repeal.  - 

Lcrd  Suimmstb  rose,  not  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the 
noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down,  but  to  discharge  a  public 
doty,  and  that  without  having  opened  his  ey^$  on  the  merits 
of  the  question,  according  to  the  allusion  of  that  noble 
Lord.  Before  he  should  state  the  pounds  of  his  opinion,  he 
begged  to  repeat  all  the  reasons  and  sentiments  that  had  been 
advanced  by  the  noble  earl  near  him.  If  he  l^ad  abandoned 
any  sentiments  advanced  on  any  public  measure,  then  the 
anticipated  charge  of  the  noble  ear^  who  bad  just  sat  down 
might  apply.  But  he  had  ever  regulated  his  public  conduct 
by  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  he  owed  it  to  the  ap- 
provhig  sense  of  conscious  integrity,  that  he ,  always  acted 
Madily.  He  begged  leave  to  advert  to  the  circumstances 
under  whidi  this  bill  had  been  introduced  Into  the  other 
house.  At  that  period,  a  bill  ifor  suspending  the  operation 
of  the  army  of  reserve  act  had  arrived  at  ^its  last  stage  m 
its  progress  through  that  house.  A  change  olf  administration 
then  took  place,  when  the  present  measure  was  submitted  tQ 
puilament,  coupled  with  other  military  uielasur^f  which  ba4 
been  opened  by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr,  Yorkc)  then  sc- 
crerairy  of  state.    A^to  the  opinion  he  then  entertained  of 
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the  efficicivrjrof  the  measure,  it  remsiincd  stUl  unaltered,  and 
all  that  had  occurred  during  its  operation,  only  strengthened 
him  in  that  opinion,     lie  had  been  of  opinion,  that  there 
was  a  better  mode  of  atuining  the  military  object  which  the 
bill  professed ;  but  if  that  mititary  object  could  be  attained 
by  other  modes,  the  necessity  of  raising  the  force  would  do^ 
away  every  objection.     He  was  confident  of  its  not  being 
disputed)  that  no  step  ought  to  be  taken  lo  repeal  this  mea* 
iftire  hthtc  it  should  be  ascertained  whether  it  would  be  suc- 
cessful or  not.     Here  again  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
his  expectation  not  so  sanguine  as  that  of  his  noble  friend. ' 
Se  was  sorry  tliat  parliament,  by  agreeing  to  the  measure,. 
Bad  placed  it  in  such  a  situation.     The  bill  he  had  originally 
disat>proved  of,  and  he  disapproved  of  it  still.     Could  it  be 
Said,  that  the  experience  of  its  operation  was  such  as  to  war- 
rant a  conclusion  that  it  had  failed  ?  The  number  proposed 
liad  not  been  raised ;  but  the  question  was  now,  whether  it 
lias  fatTcd  to  such  a  degree  as  would  justify  parliament  in  re- 
pealing it  i  He  was  sorry  parliament  had  agreed  to  that  part 
of  it  which  imposed  an  onerous  penalty.     But  without  some 
compulsory  power  there  would  be  no  efficiency.     If  the  pe- 
nalty should  be  incurred,  and  the  man  should  be  produced 
before  it  was  levied,  three  fourths  of  the  penalty  would  be 
remitted.     No  judgment  could  therefore  be  formed  of  the 
bill  until  the  penalties  should  come  to  be  levied.     It  had  in 
last  session  been  deemed  expedient  to  remit  the  penalties  for 
the  army  of  reserve.     If  this  bilt  should  fail,  and  he  was  not 
very  sanguine  as  to  its  success,  he  was^sure  that  the  framer^ 
of  the  bill  and  parliament  would  not  continue  it,  by  raising  a. 
heavy  tax  for  recruiting.  Measures  of  importance  had  already 
'   been  taken  for  carrying  the  bill  into  effect,  and"  considerable 
cxpence  incurred  for  officers  fot  receiving  recruits.  He  agreed 
with  his  noble  friend,  that  the  support  of  this  measure  would 
come  with  a  very  ill  grace  from  those  who  supported  the  late 
irmy  of  reserve,  if  they  had  not  brought  forward  a  measure* 
.whilst  members  of  administration,  for  the  suspension  of  the 
army   of  reserve  act.     A  very  considerable  reduction  had 
taken  place  in  the  militia,  under  the  operation  of  this  mea- 
sure.   He  was  one  of  those  who  objected  to  any  reduction 
©f  tlie  militia.     He  was  one  of  those  who,  upon  consti- 
tutional grounds,  thought  that  tlie  militiu  should  bear  a  large 
proportion  to  the  tegular  army.     But  he  now  found  there 
was  a'  better  reason  for  the  reduction^  the  militia  establish^ 
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tnent  having  a  deficiency,  of  five  hundred  officers,  notwith<- 
standing  the  measure  that  had  been  resorted  to  for  allowing 
half-pay  officers  to  be  appointed  to  militia  commissions.  That 
<ircumstance  alone  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  tlic  reduc- 
•don  of  the  militia.  He  felt  perfect  relief  and  satisfaction  ac 
this  reduction,  though  he  wished  the  military  to  be  kept  up, 
in  the  volunteer  force  of  the  country.  He  did  not  wish  the 
woiunteerg  lo  be  kept  up  at  the  cxpence  of  the  other  descrip- 
tions of  force :  our  security  lay  in  the  diversity  of  our  mili- 
■tary  means.  The  volunteer  force  identified  with  the  people, 
and  was  the  tribute  of  a  free  people  in  support  of  a  free  con- 
stitution. He  did  not  see  any  grounds  for  the  motion,  until 
experience  should  prove  that  the  bill  could  not  succeed  \  but 
•though  it  should  succeed  to  the  extent  of  his  noble  friend's 
expectation,  even  then  he  should  think  it  would  require  re- 
vision and  alteration.  It  had  been  stated,  early  in  the  debate, 
that  he  liad  characterised  it  as  inefficient.  He  had  always 
thought  the  army  of  reserve  bill  a  necessary  measure  ;  and 
when  this  measure  was  opened,  the  ballot  was  included  in  its 
provisions,  which  being  afterwards  given  up,  he  had  stated 
that  rigour  had  been  abandoned  for  inefficiency.  The  noble 
jords  who  proposed^ to  repeal  this  measure,  ought  to  have 
-stated  what  else  they  would  propose  in  its  stead.  Was  it  the 
hzUot  ?  That  could  not  be  resorted  to,  having  already  ex- 
hausted all  its  eflFect.  To  raise  men  for  rank  from  tli,e  mi- 
litia ?  or  to  raise  men  for  limited  service  instead  of  for  ^life  ? 
The  recruiting  of  men  foi*limited  service  had  produced  the 
greatest  inconvenience  by  large  bounties.  He  had  tlie  satis- 
faction te  state,  that  this  measure  did  not  interfere  with  an^ 
other  mode  of  recruiting,  and  that  a  considerable  augmenta- 
tion had  been  gained  to  the  regulars  in  pursuance  of  the 
measu  es  that  had  been  projected  by  the  late  ministi^rs;  in 
additions  to  the  C^erman  legion,  to  the  black  troops  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  in  the  levy  of  four  out  of  the  eight  new- 
battalions  which  they  had  proposed  to  raise.  The  noble 
lord  then  proceeded  to  justify  the  measure  of  raising  men 
for  rank. ,  He  had  that  night,  for  the  first  time  since  he  had 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that  house,  heard  what  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  hear  in  another  place,  but  what  made  little 
impression  on  him,  of  the  inefficiency  of  his  majesty's  mini- 
sters. But  when  he  heard  of  the  defence  of  the  country 
having  been  neglected,  he  begged  to  rely  on  the  monumental 
records  of  the  exenions  of  government,  and  the  extent  of 
fo^c  which  it  had  raised  in  a  short  time  for  the  protection 
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of  the  country.  The  noble  lord  here  enumerated  the  diSe* 
rent  species  of  force,  a|id  their  several  amounts,  which  had 
been  raised  within  his  administration,  and  begged  pardon  of 
their  lordships,  for  having  adverted  to  this  topic,  which  he 
had  done  purely  to  repel  the  charge  of  a  neglect  of  his  duty* 
He  had  stated  his  reasons  for  opposing  the  motion;  the 
grounds  laid  for  which  did  not  seem  to  him  sufficient  to  move 
for  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  bill;  to  which  the  motion 
referred.  No  man,  however,  could  be  more  ready  than  he 
was  to  concur  in  removing  any  burthen  that  might  operate 
partially  or  onerously  on  the  public. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  most  heartily  connuTcd  in  every 
sentiment  expressed  by  the  noble  viscount  with  respect  to 
the  bill  under  consideration.  Whenever  he  entered  that 
house,  it  was  only  as  a  peer,  and  he  should  ever  urge  such 
arguments  as  should  strike  him  to  be  pertinent.  He  had  to 
thank  the  noble  lord  for  the  arguments  wluch  he  had  used 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  under  .discussion,  in  every  one  of 
which  he  most  cordially  concurred.  He  had  been  singularly 
impatient  to  hear  the  sentiments  of  that  noble  viscount  re- 
specting a  bill  which  when  minister  he  had  opposed.  In 
justice  to  the  late  ministers  he  could  not  but  admit  that  they 
had  raised  a  very  great  force.  But  a  great  part  of  his  majes- 
ty's present  ministers  bad  accused  the  late  administration  of 
imbecility,  and  represented  their  dissolution  as  the  only 
chance  of  security  for  the  country.  His  majcst/s  govern- 
ment was  dianged,  and.  the  new  government  brought  forward 
the  present  inefficient  measure.  He  had  stated  that  there 
were  errors  in  the  volunteer  system,  and  as  a  volunteer  ofij- 
cer,  who  paid  considerable  attention  to  his  duty,  he  was 
confirmed  in  his  former  opinion.  He  would  state  with  plea- 
sure his  sentiments,  as  there  were  so  many  military  noble- 
men ojT  considerable  experience  present.  His  royal  highness 
then  accused  both  the  present  and  the  late  administration  of 
having  neglected  to  perfect  the  system  of  the  volunteer  force> 
.  which  would  fall  entirely  off,  unless  some  better  system 
should  be  substituted.  His  rqyal  highness  then  took  a  re- 
view of  the  state  of  the  army  in  every  part  of  the  empire. 
The  details  he  had  procured  from  the  public  offices,  and  by 
no  other  channel,  for,  indisposed  as  he  was  to  support  the 
present  administration,  it  was  JK>t  likely  that  any  of  those 
employed  in  the  public  offices  would  furnish  him  with  any 
but  public  official  documents.  After  a  detailed  enumeration' 
of  the  estimated  force  and  actual  amount  of  the  military  in 
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mil  parts  of  the  empire,  his  royal  highness  asserted  that  there 
iiras  a  total  deficiency  of  86,360  men.  With  such  an  alarm- 
ing deficiency  we  could  not  undertake  any  active  bpcrations 
against  a  powerful  enemy,  who  possessed-an  extent  of  coast 
firom  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe  to  Malta. 

Lord  Muigrave  observed  that  there  was  one  point  upoai 
which  an  illustrious  duke  had  dwelt  with  .some  force  ;  but,  as 
those  papers  to  which  that  illustrious  personage  hid  referred 
were  not  upon  the  taUe,  he  should  not  think  it  necessary  la 
take  up  their  lordships'  time^  or  endeavour  to  engage  their 
attention  with  any  comments  of  his  upon  any  uuauthenticated 
report.  There  wa^  another  subject,  however,  which  had 
been  alluded  to  by  different  noble  lords  in  the  course  of  de« 
bate,  upon  which  he  should  take  the  opportunity  of  makings 
few  ol»ervations.  He  should  not  have  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  answer  the  insinuations  which  had  been  thrown  out 
against  Jiimself  and  other  noble  peers  with  whom  he  now 
acted,  were  it  not  tliat  a  noble  viscount  (Sidmouth)  had  en* 
tered  so  much  into  the  subject.  But  first,  with  respect  to  the 
motion  before  tl^ir  lordships,  he  must  X)bserve  that,  at  a 
time  when  the  country  was  called  upqp  for  extraordinarf 
levies,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  declare  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
enforce  personal  service  by  ballot,  conscription,  or  any  other 
mode  that  would  be  found  most  efficient  to  accomplish 'the 
object.  But  considering  the  measure  as  one  calculated  to 
raise  either  men  or  money,  he  could  judge  of  it  best  by 
comparison  with  the  other  measures  which  had  received^ so 
much  commendation  from  other  noble  peers.  In  those  acts 
there  were  icarcely  any  exemptions,  but  in  the  case  of  a  poor 
man  having  a  certain  number  of  children,  and  those  who 
were  incapable  of  serving  and  who  were -not  worth  500L 
The  penalty  on  all  others  who  were  di-awn,  and  did  not  serve^ 
was  20I.  This  was  exposing  every  man  to  a  sort  of  lottery, 
bf  which  it  might  be  hi^  lot  to  be  compelled  to  pay  the  sum  of 
20L  and  the  repetition  of  the  levying  of  such  a  penalty  might 
in  many  cases  be  grievous  in  the  extreme.  Whereas,  by  the 
bill  which  their  lordships  were  now  called  upon  to  repeal,  the 
penalty  for  non»service  was  divided  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  particular  parish  or  district  in  which  the  failure  of  the 
levy  had  taken  place.  Uhless  their  lordships  were  to  adopt  a 
measure  of  compulsory  service,  he  though:  it  was  impossible 
to  conceive  a  system  that  would  be  less  objectionable  than  the 
present  law.  As.to  the  argument  of  the  probability  of  par'- 
tiality  in  its  executionj  which  had  been  advanced  by  the  noble 
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C3rl  ia  the  blue  ribbon,  that  would  be  prevented  by  the 
panshes  being  taken  in  succession  by  lot.  Most  probably  the 
<«nildness  of  the  execution  of  that  law,  was  a  principal  reason 
that  it  had  not  succeeded  in  raising  the  full  number  of  men 
which  it  was  originally  calculated  that  it  would.  Two  modes 
had  been  recommended  for  raising  the  necessary  complement 
«£  men  :  the  one,  that  of  raising  a  number  of  mea  by  high 
bounties  for  a  limited  term ;  and  the  other,  that  of  officezs 
raising  a  certain  number,  in  order  to  obtain  a  higher  rank  in 
the  army.  He  had  been  long  enough  in  the  service  to  see, 
that  both  of  these  modes  were  highly  objectionable ;  but  the 
lattei*  was  most  peculiarly  so,  as  it  was  a  lavish  proportion  of 
rank  and  a  meagre  contribution  of  men.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  concluded,  that  the  law  vfhich  the  house  was  now  called 
«pon  to  repeal,  ^as  not  so  liable  to  objection  as  those  which 
lud  been  recommended  to  their  lordships*  consideration.  His 
lordship  then  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  other  noble 
peers,  respecting  the  opinions  which  had  been  entertained  by 
himself  and  others  with  whom  he  had  lately  formed  a  union. 
When  noble  lords  advanced  a  charge  of  dereliction  of  prin- 
ciple, it  should  have  been  upon  more  solid  grounds.  For  his 
part,  he  had' never  fek  that  he  deserved  such  an  accusation  : 
he  therefore  thought  it  his  duty  to  repel  the  imputation.  He 
had  an  opinion  that  government  was  not  sufficiently  strong 
for  the  ejtigencies'of  the  times.  He  consequently  wished  to 
see  those  persons,  or  rather 'that  person  in  office,  \^ho  had 
carried  the  country  safe  through  times  of  the  utmost  difficulty 
and  danger.  He  then  called  upon  the  noWe  lords  to  make 
their  charge  good,  if  it  was  in  their  power  to  do  so;  be 
called  upon  them  to  state  upon  what  ground  this  imputation 
was  cast  upon  his  character,  or  why  the,  reputation  of  those 
with  whom  he  acted  was  attempted  to  be  lessened  in  the 
esteem  of  the  house  or  of  the  public.  If  the  charge  coukl 
possibly  be  made  good,  it  was  fit  that  it  should  be  made 
known  to  the  country  that  they  were  no  longer  worthy  of 
fillkig  their  offices.  If  any  difference  of  opinion  should  be 
stated  tjo  ^xist  between  them  on  some  particular  subjects,  that 
wasjiot  a  sufficient  ground  for  charging  them  with  a  derelic- 
tion of  principle.  He  trusted  that  there  was  so  much  good 
.  sense  in  parliament  and  in  the  country  that  they  would  k^o^v 
how  to  appreciate  their  conduct,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
induced  to  form  erroneous  opinions  upon  such  loose  insinu* 
ations.  He  was  conscious  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty  as 
Z  good  subject,  and  as  an  honest  an4  independent  member 
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of  parliament.  But  be  could  not  suffer  a  charge  of  tlic  n^ 
ture  of  that  which  had  been  laki  before  their  lordships  to  be 
advanced  by  one  noble  lor^,  and  then  to  be  supported  end 
dwelt  on  by  another,  without  endeavouring  to  repel  the  im- 
putation. If  there  should  not  be  any  further  explanation  as 
to  what  was  the  cause  of  such  a  charge  being  brought  against 
himself  and  those  with  whom  he  acted,  the  house  so^d  the 
country  would  no  doubt  see  their  conduct  in  its  proper  light. 
As  there  was  not  any  argument  urged  against  the  present  law 
which  might  not  have  been  with  equal  propriety  advanced 
against  any  other  measure  for  the  militiry  defence  of  the 
country,  except  a  plan  for  compulsory  service  ;  and  as  ther«. 
had  not  been  sufficient  experience  of  the  extent  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  authorise  him  conscientiously  to  say  that  it 
had  not  liad  the  effect  intended  by  the  framers  of  it,  he  fck 
it  a  doty  incumbent  on  him  to  support  the  law  as  it  now 
stands,  and  vote  against  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  wha 
had  opened  the  debate. 

L^d  GrenvilU  remarked  that  the  contradictory  language 
and  conduct  of  the  noble  viscount  (Sidmouth)  and  his  noble. 
friend  who  followed  him,  had  already  been  most  perspicu-^ 
ously  pointed  out  by  a  noble  friend  of  liis  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  if  that  were  material  to  shew  the  inconsistent 
grounds  upon  which  those  noble  lords  thought  proper  to  re- 
sist the  motion  before  the  house.  But  for  himselj^  he  de- 
clined to  dwell  upon  such  inconsistency.  He  never  was  £opd 
to  argue  public  measures  upon  references  to  die  character  or 
motives  of  any  individuals  who  might  oppose  or  second  such 
measures.  With  respect  to  the  motives  of  his  noble  friend 
(Mulgrave),  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  was  satisfied  of  th^  rec- 
titude of  the  motivjss  which  actuated  liis  conduct,  and  so  no 
«loubt  was  the  noble  viscount  (Sidmouth)  also,  although  the 
ground  he  stated  for  the  vote  he  announced  his  intention  of 
giving  upon  this  question  was  rather  singular,  and  one  of 
which  he  never  could  persuade  himself  to  approve.  He  could 
not  say  with  the  noble  viscount,  that  although  he  always 
disapproved  of  the  bill,  he  should  still  agree  to  let  it  go  on^J 
and  for  what  purpose  ?  Why,  tliat  if  it  failed  of  its  military 
object,  the  penalties  should  be  enforced,  which  penalties) 
notwithstanding,  the  noble  viscount  professed  to  dislike. 
l^ere  was  another  reason  also  which  the  noble  viscount  men— 
tioned  to  justify  his  resistance  to  the  motion,  which  struck 
his  mind  to  be  still  more  singular  than  the  former,  namely, 
tkat  although  he  considered  tlie  bill  originally  inefficient^  aiKl 
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Still  retained  the  same  opinioni  yet  that  as  paiiiament  had 
atccded  to  it,  it  would  not  be  respectful  to  pariiainent  to 
repeat  it  so  soon  after  its  enactment,  without  affording  it  a 
firther  triah  Now,  instead  of  its  being  respectful  to  parlia- 
ment, to  continue  such  a  measure  so  unproductive  in  men» 
and  so  unjust,  if  productive  in  money,  he  should  fed  it  to 
be  quite  the  contrary,  and  a  glaring  mark  of  indificrence  to 
|Hiblic  "isecurity  at  this  dangerous  crisis,  to  decline  putting  an 
end  at  once  to  that  mischievous  tampering  with  our  military 
system,  of  which  the  bill  under  consideration  formed  a  part* 
When  this  bill  was  originally  introduced,  it  met  thestrongest 
opposition  firom  some  noUe  lords,  who  recommended  a  di& 
fcrent  plan,  which,  upon  comparison,  they  contended  to  be 
infinitely  superior:  but  what  had  become  of  that  opinion 
now  ?  how  came  those  noble  lords  to  shut  their  mouths  t 
why  not  come  forward  and  submit  their  plan  at  present  ?  did 
the  change  of  situation  produce  a  change  of  sentiment  among 
those  noble  lords  ?  Certainly  if  they  thought,  a  few  months 
ago,  that  the  plan  they  supported  was  likely  to  be  more  pro- 
active of  men  than  the  measure  to  which  the  motion  before 
the  house  referred,  nothing  had  since  occurred  that  could 
iairly  account  for  their  departure  from  that  opinion.  Their 
experience  should  rather  ser%*e  to  strengthen  the  preference 
they  before  appeared  to  give  to  their  own  pfan.— For  ahhough 
the  bill  to  which  they  on  the  present  occasion  professed  to 
feel  so"much  indulgence,  had  had  eight  months  to  operate 
the  important  consequences  that  its  authors  and  advocates 
promised,  it  was  still  confessedly  unproductive.  This  con* 
session  the  house  had  heard  from  the  highest  authority,  and 
the  fact  to  which  that  confession  referred,  the  house  must 
recollect  to  have  been  foretold  by  him,  and  several  of  the 
friends  of  the  noble  viscount,  at  the  time  the  bill  was  pro- 
posed. They  said  that  it  would  not  be  productive,  and  its 
advocates  asserted  the  contrary,  and  very  confidently  too> 
but  yet  they  came  forward  that  evening  with  a  statement  that 
gave  a  direct  negative  to  these  confident  assertions.  They 
aidmitted  that  that  project,  which  was  to  produce  sixty  bat- 
talions, as  a  nursery  for  the  regular  army,  had  in  point  of 
fact  affof  Jed  comparatively  nothing ;  and  yet  when  the  re- 
peal of  such  an  act  was  proposed,  the  noUe  viscount  said, 
•*  No,  retain  it.**  This  surely  was  rather  strange.  He  did 
not,  however,  mean  to  charge  the  noMe  viscount  with  a  de- 
sertion of  principle.  He  hoped  the  noMe  viscount  acted 
i;qpon  principle,  2S  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  denied  that  he 
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Sd  ifi  calling  for  tbe  rep^  of  a  bill,  the  original  passing  of 
which  he  had  used  his  iitmosc  endeavours  to  prevent,  upon 
grooadB  that  now  turned  out  to  be  completely  justified.  Upon 
die  same  grounds  he  would,  on  the  present  occasion,  press 
upon  the  good  sense  of  the  house  the  justice  and  necessity  of 
relieving  due  country fromthis burdensome,  troublesome^  and 
odious  measure.  **  But-  no,"  said  the  noble  viscount,  "  the 
bill  haft  not  a  fair  experiment  until  the  penalties  are  en^ 
(breed  ^"  and  yet,  added  the  noble  viscount,  I  do  much  dist- 
appfiove  pf  such  penalties.  In  what  a  dilemma  then  did  the 
noble  viscount  place  himself?  According  to  his  opinion,  the 
penalties  ought  not  to  be  enforced.  This  opimon  then  held 
oat  an  encouragement  or  pvemium  to  such  porishes'  as  should 
not  rat«e  their  quotas,  and  of  course  tended  td  {nrevent  the 
execution  of  the  bill.  On  the  other  han^y  he  observed,  that 
if  the  penalties  siiould  be  coUeaed,  the  bill  would  succeed  as 
m  pecuniarf,  if  it  failed  as  a  military  project.  Into  a  com^ 
parifion  of  the  merits  of  the  'plan  said  to  be  in  the  contemn 
plntdfPBk  of  the  nobl&  viscount  and  his  colleagues  last  year^ 
with  that  now  under  discussion,  he  did  not  think  .it  necesL 
csvy  to  enter  j  nor,*  if  it  were  necessary,  was  he  competent  to 
it,  a^  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  entire  nature  of  the 
noble  viscount's  plan,  as  stated  in  the  other  house  of  parlia^ 
BMnt«  One  part  of  it,  which  he  understood  to  be  an  aug« 
mentation  of  our  black  corps,  he  most  cordially  approved  ot^ 
and  should  thank  the  noble  viscount  for  carrying  it  into  eflTectl 
But  there  was  another  part  from  which  he  begged  leave  td 
ex{»ess  his  decided  dissent,  namely,  the  raising  men  for  rank  ^ 
this  wus  a  system  which  he  would  ever  deprecate,  and  one  of 
which  he  could  not  speak  but  with  the  most  painful  sensa^ 
tiMDs,  because  experience  had  convinced  him  of  that  which 
he  fdt  it  his^  duty  to  acknowledge,  that  in  the  share  which  he 
bore  when  in  his  majesty's  councils,  in  advising  the  adoption 
of  thai  nieasure,  he  acted  extremely  wrong.  He  therefore' 
conjured  lus  noble  friend  (Mulgrave)  to  reflect  upon  the  na^ 
ture  of  that  experience,  ^and  not  allow  himself  to  be  led  away 
from  any  consideration  of  local  interest,  or  the  prospect  of 
local  or  temporary  benefit,  again  to  have  recourse  to  that  mis* 
chievous  system.  Feeling  as  he  dkl,  with  respect  to  such  a 
system,  he  could  not  see,  without  serious  regret,  from  the 
papers  on  the  table^  that  some  men  had  beofi  lately  raised 
under  it*  He  had  heard  some  months  since,  that  such  a 
thing  was  intended,  but  her  had  hoped  that  the  change  of 
ministers  would  have  put  a  stop  to  it,  particularly  as  hi^  noble 
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friend  ^ivriys  appeared  tt>  noAjcvm  nkh*  htm  as  to  the  cons^ 
quences  lil^dy  toariBe,  or  which  were  rather  inseparable,  from 
that  mode  of  recruitixig.  In  defending  the  measure  under 
.debate,  he  observed  that  hb  noble  friend  seemed  to  think 
that  he  had  drawn  a  most  satisfactory  conclusion  in  £ivour  of 
this  plan  because  he  had  succeeded  in  ex^fsing  the  inefficacy 
of  the  quota  bill  and  the  army  of  reserve  bill  towards  the 
£uther  supply  of  tbe'regular  army  ;>  but  in  this,  he  conecivcd 
his  noble  friend  to  be  begging  the*  queation,  foo  he  denied 
the  bill  nnder  consideration  to  hrtc  any  tcaulency  to. raise 
snen.  On  the  contrary  it  appeared  to  him>  to  be  merely  a 
bill  to  raise  money.  He  ^e»efore  objected  te  it,  and  re- 
gretted to  observe  the  resolution  oS  ^niscers  to  press  its  coa« 
tinuance,,  still  more  as^  they  seemed  to  shew  no  dispoMtien  to 
bring  forward  any  proposition  for  the  efficient  increase  of  our 
svegular  army.  Ihere  was  a  plan  to  which  he  took  occasion 
to  allude  in  the  course  of  the  last  session^  he  meant  the  re* 
cruiting  of  men  for  general  service  for  a  limited^  term.  To 
this  plan  ministers  did '  not  the^  declare  any  objection,  but. 
merely  required  time  to  consider  of  it :  of  this  time  they  bad 
dinc^  had  enoi^fa^  and  yet  no-  intention  was  manifrssed  on 
their  past  to  bring  ^he  plan  befi^  parliament;,  bul^rathes!, 
from  what  had  been  said  that  night,  it  appeared  that  Impedi* 
ments  would  be  thrown  in  its  way,  if  it  was  sabmitted  to  the 
, house;  and  noble  lords,  had  said,  that  this  plan  hadbed^ 
tried  already,,  and  found  to  be  unsuccessful;  but  he  con* 
tended  that  in  never  had  had  a  fair  experiment  in  the  case 
alluded  to.  It  must  become  the  gener^,  settled  undeivtand* 
'uig  among  the  public,  that  this  is  to  be  the  condition  of  en* 
listment  before  it  caa  have  such  fair  opportunity  of  operation 
ms  to- form  a  judgment  upon  it»  .There  had  been  so  nauch 
confusion  and  perplexity  in  consequence  of  the  freqisent  and 
rapid  succession  of  changes-  which  had  of  late  years  taken 
place  in  our  military  system,  that  a  great  degree  of  jealousy^ 
distrust:,  and  uncertainty,  prevailed  among  that  class  of  ipem 
who  generally  entered  into  the  army.  Until  Uiat  class  should 
feel  that  the  mode  of  enlistment  he  referred  to  should  be 
established  as  a  general  principle,  familiar  to  their  habits  and 
minds,  he  did  not  think  ihe  efficienpy  of  the  plan  could  be 
iii)}y  and  iFairly  judged  of.  Whether  or  not  it  should  be« 
)come  necessary  in  the  course  of  the  session  to  call  for  higher 
Inieasures  for  our  military  defence,  he  {loped  that  a  plan,  rc» 
conunended  by  so  many  men  of  great  milit^ury  experience^ 
and  by  the  oDviouls  principles  of  human  nature^  Would  be 
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.brought  nnSer  comideration.  Such  a  ptani  operating  in  con- 
junction with  the  oid  and.  simple  mode  of  recruiting,  woidd, 
it  was  his  firm  ^eonviction,  be  much  more  effective  than  all 
the  complicated  machinery  introduced  by  the  bill  under  dis- 
cussion— 9  bill,  tb&irepeabof  which  would  ^ot,  as  was  pre*- 
tended,  involve  tttb  necessity  of  resorting  again  lo  the  army 
of  reserve  act.  This  was  a.  bugbear  which  some  noble 
lords  had  conjured  up  in.  their  toicy.  If  this  bill  were  re- 
pealed, surely  the  house  would  net  abrogate  its  legislative 
functions  $  and  if  an  additicm^  force  were£»uiKl<to  be  tteces- 
svy,  the  hciliie  would  be  free  to  enter  into  the^ubje^t ;  and  it 
would  be  hardiadeibd  if,  without  much  exertion  of  mind,  it 
should  not  devise  a  more  efficient  project  for  raising  sudi 
£>rce  than  this  bill  presented.  The  question^  upon  the  MrhdOy 
tfbr  the  conaideration  of  the  house  at  present,  ke  thought  to . 
^shoBtly  itins — ^Was  an  additional  force  neceftary,  or  was  it 
mot  ?  if  it  was,  this  bill  was  useless  towards  obtaining  it ; 
and,  if  it  was  not  necessary,  to  allow  this  bill  tp  continue  was 
pr^nant  with  mischief  .and  danger.  Upon  this  he  would 
test  the  whole  argument.  -^^  With  jthese  impressipns  before  me 
(saTd  the  noble  lord)  I  have  thought  It  unnecessary  as  well  as 
improperto  argae<this  measure  on,personaI  grounds.  I  have 
ever  cautiously  a:^oided>diat  aoode  <n  treating  any  public  ques- 
tion. It  has  always  appeared  t<y  tne  the  more  re^idar,  be- 
coming mode,  *to  argue  the  principle  and  merits  <ot  the  mea-' 
sore  without  any  reference  to  the  motives,  feeKngs,  or  cha- 
racter of  .the  persons  by  whom  such  measure  is  supported  or 
opposed.  Such  is  the  line  of  conduct  I  have  pursued  on  this 
occasion.  1  should  be  sorry  to  say  that  any  individuals  are 
influenced  in  their  public  conduct  by  unworthy  considera- 
tions, and  least  -of  stii  should  I  say  that  which  my  thoughts 
would  SMt  warrant  rospecting  the  individual  to  yrhom  my 
noUe  firtend  (Mttlgrave)  has  particularly  alluded  in  the  ooursc 
of  his  obsenratioas.  My  noble  friend,  ieding  hurt  -by  some 
personal  remarks,  which  he  conceived  addressed  to  himself, 
has  thoaght  proper  to  make  my  personal  conduct  the  subject 
of  discussion.  1  am  accused,  if  I  understaiid  the  accusation, 
of  having  passed  my  li£e  in  terms  of  intimate  friendship  with 
a  person  of  gnat  weight  and  high  rank,  and  having  acted 
for  many  years  in  concurrence  with  him  against  an  opposkion^ 
comprehending  persons  of  great  ability  and  consideration  in 
the  country.  To  this  accusation  I  plead  guilty— «-!  have  lived 
from  early  years  in  habits  of  the  warmest  friendship  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  alluded  to ;  and  Ido  oot  think  there 
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49  any  thiiig  in  the  prescDt  situation  of  isuBEurs  dnt  is  Mkdyi^ 
.Ci^lier  on  his  part  or  on  mine,  to  dissolve  tliat  friendship. 
This  opinion  is  founded  upon  a  conviction  of  die  integrity  of 
my  right  hon.  friend's  character  and  views»  and  that  he  holds 
a  similar  sentiment  with  respect  to  the  character  and  vienv 
^  any  m^n  whom  he  doems  worthy  to  be  his  friend,  i 
•caflmot  suffer  myself  to  sii^)f>ose  that  he  can  entertain  such  an 
usurious  9xui.  insulting  opinion  of  his  firiends,  that  they  should 
sacrifice  their  conscience^  and  abandon  their  principles,  ta 
ibUow  any  line  of  public  conduct  that  he  may  think  proper, 
tp  pursue.  As  to  that  part  of  my  noUe  firicnd's  accusaticm 
irhich  refers  to  my  present  concurrence  with  persons  from 
whom  I  focmerly  differed  upon  some  points,  which  are  now 
^o  mbre  i  is  there  any  one  so  little  acquainted  with  human 
affairs,  and  with  the  parliamentary  history  of  this  country  io^ 
parttcalar,  as  Co  suppose  it  a  fair  subject  of  censure,  in  a  mao^ 
to  avail  himself  of  the  co  operation  of  any  person  from 
whom  he  can  derive  honourable  support  in  the  attainment  o£ 
great  and  desirable  public  objects  ?  If  this  principle  requirol 
illustration,  co  whom  should  I  look  with  more  confidence 
than  to  the  ei^ample  of  the  man  to  wfacxn  my  noble  friendl 
^uded.  It  was  tlie  fate  of  that  person  to  act  in  cqppositkni 
for  many  years  to  several  noble  persons  with  whom,  onjtfae 
arrival  o(  that  crisis,  the  commencement  of  the  last  French 
ivar,  he  dic^not  hesitate  to  form  a  coalition,  and  one  of  tho» 
noble  persons  retains  to  this  hour  a  seat  in  his  majesty's  cabs*- 
net.  Nay,  more,  has  not  my  right  hon.  friend  sought  t0 
establish  a  co«operation  in  the  government  of  the  country 
¥rith  that  very  party»  or  rather  that  individual,  upon  my  pre*> 
«ent  connection  with  whom  my  noble  friend  has  taken  occa*^ 
ftion  to  congratulate  me  this  evening  i  When  the  country  hadt 
lM:en  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  by  that  weak,  incspaUe^ 
and  inefficient  administration,  which  my  noble  friend  and  my 
right  hon.  friend  also  sq  strongly  and  so  justly  reprobated,  it 
WW  the  wish  of  all  good^  men  that  an  administration  should 
be  formed,  comprehending  all  the  talent,  ability,  and  infiu* 
^ce  which  the  country  furnished,  in  order  to^ve  the  state 
in  the  great  crisis  that  menaced  it,  and  which,  in  my  judg« 
ment,  is  still  far  from  being  removed.  Upon  this  subject 
there  seemed  to  be  a  perfect  concurrence  among  all  honest 
and  independent  men  m  parliament^  and  it  was  notoriously 
the  expectation  and  desire  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people.  No 
pne  more  cordially  embraced  the  opinion  than  my  right  hon. 
friend^  and  if  I  am  accused  of  an  intimate  connection  with 
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the  km.  person  allnded  to,  what  is  to  be  thought  6f  tny 
fight  ion.  friend  (the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  who  did 
all  in  his  pov!^,  and  I  do  sincerely  believe  that  he  did,  to 
tomKlace  the  same  person  into  his  majesty's  cabinet  ?  Is  k 
dishpnoiirable  in  me  to  act  with  this  honourable  person  on 
points  in  which  we  completely  agree,  while  it  is  dermcd  ho^. 
nourabkin  my  r^hthonourablefriend  to  have  gone  into  his  ma- 
jesty's doset  to  advise  his  sovereign  to  appoint  the  sarhe  person 
to  one  of  the  higher  offices  in  the  state?  Can  it  then  be  seriously 
coosideFed  inoonsistoit,  or  aAy  thing  like  dishonourable  in 
loe  sow  to  act  with  that  illustrious  person  ?  Impossible.  Let 
not  my  noble  friend  indulge  the  idle  hope  th^t  such  a  delusion 
can  ever  be  practised  upon  parliament  or  the  country.  If  it 
were  practicable  it  is  extremely  inpolitic,  and  something  iporc, 
at  present  to  attempt  it.  The  crisis  Which  so  imperiously 
called  for  a  vigorous  and  cordial  union  is  not  yet  gone  by.  No 
itian  should^  under  such  circumstances  partituiarly,  endeavour 
to  promote  discord;  r;2ther  to  conciliate  unanimity,  than  to 
en^ame  difierences — ^rather  to  bury  than  to  revive  the  recoilec- 
don  of  former  animosities,  is  at  present  peculiarly  the  duty  of 
every  honest  man.  What  then  should  be  thought  of  any  maa 
who  would  attempt  to  introduce  the  bane  of  discord  into  the 
cooncils  of  hismaJ6Sty,iqorder  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  thecoun«- 
try— in  order  to  form  a  cabinet  upon  the  principle  of  personal 
ezcbsiiait?  This  is  a  principle,  my  lords,  of  which  I  never 
caa  approve,  because  independently  of  its  operation  to  prevent 
parli^unent  and  the  people  from  enjoying  the  administration 
they  desired,  and  which  it  was  their  particular  interst  to  have» 
k  tends  to  establish  adangerousprecedent,that  would  aSbrd  too 
much  opportunity  for  theoperation  of  private  pique  against  the 
pnUic  interest,  I  for  one,  therefore,  refosed  to  connect  myself 
with  any  arrangement  that  sliould  sanction  that  principle,  and 
in  my  opinion,  every  man  who  accepted  any  office  in  that  ad- 
ministration, is  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  con-** 
stitution,  responsible  for  itSi  character  and  construction,  and 
the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded.  Having  said  so  much 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  present  administration  has 
been  fonned,  I  again  repeat,  that  it  is  my  wish  to  treat  the 
question  before  the  house  rather  on  public  than  personal 
grounds.  I  do  not  mean  to  condemn  any  man,  or  arraign 
the  motives  which  actuate  his  conduct.  The  few  observa- 
tions which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  in  justili* 
patioQ  of  my  own  conduct,  I  hope  tlic  house  will  feci,  were 
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called  for  by  the  pointed  manner  in  which  I  fasve  been  aU 
iuded  to  in  .the  course  of  the  discussion." 

Lord  MelvUU  said,  that  what  he  had  to  efier  to  their  lord- 
ships* consideration  upon  the  nature  of  the  bill  which  was  the 
subject  of  discussion,  should  be  very  brief;  concdving  as  he  did 
that  the  question  narrowed  itself  to  a  very  small  compass 
indeed.  .  He  perfectly  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  who  had 
just  sat  down,  that  nothing  could  be  more  imprudent  than  to 
tamper  with  the  military  system  of  the  country ;  and  upon  this 
vcrjr  ground  it  was  that  he  could  not  consent  to  the  repeal  of 
a  measure  which  had  for  its  object  to  produce  a  regular  system. 
'Were*  such  a  repeal  to  take  place,  some  other  expedient  must 
fee  resorted  to,  to  supply  place  of  the  present;  and  upon  this 
{>rinciple„  instead  of  having  any  prospect  of  accomplishing  the 
system  desired,  we  should  for  ever  be  trying  experiments 
upon  the  army,  and,  as  in  the  instance  then  proposed,  aban*- 
don  measure  after  measure  before  time  could  be  had  fairly  t» 
ascertain  the  efficacy  of  any  of  them.  It  had  been  argued  . 
chat  the  biU  had  had  eight  months'  experience,  and  was  found 
to  have  failed.  Now  the  fact  was,  that  lirom  the  obstacles 
which  had  occurred  in  its  execution,  instead  of  dgiit  k  had 
not  had  more  than  the  experience  of  three  months.  At  the 
time  it  was  passed,  parliament  was  much  divided,  and  it  ex- 
perienced an  opposition  beyond  any  thing  thai  had  of  btC 
years  been  witnessed.  A  prejudice  was  in  consequence  ex*- 
cited  against  it  in  the  public  mind,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
thatprejudice  was  encouraged  to  a  considerable  degree  by  those  * 
'  who  had  been'such  determined  opposers  of  the  measure  in  par- 
iiament.  The  consequence  was,  that  several  months  had 
elapted  before  any  attemnt  could  be  made  to  carry  its  provr«> 
sions  into  effect,  and  undef  these  considerations  he  felt  him^ 
self  justified  in  saying  that  the  bill  had  not  had  a  fair  trial*  As 
far  as  it  had  been  tried  it  certainly  had  not  £uled>  and  from 
the  short  experience  we  had  had  of  its  effects,  he  had  no 
doubt  of  its  becoming  a  very  efficient  measure.  It  was  founded 
upon  the  principle  of  the  army  of  reserve  act,  than  whidi  a 
more  useful  or  proper  measure  for  the  desired  purpose  had 
never  been  devised  by  human  wisdom;  for,  out  of  37,000 
men  raided  for' limited  service,  iiSyooo  had  been  procured  for 
the  general  purposes  of  the  army  to  serve  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  The  object  of  the  present  measure  was  to  increase 
the  regular  forces  by  similar  means,  and  to  procure  menybr 
unlimited  service,  through  the  medium  of  limited  experiment^* 
This  end  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  effectually  accomplished  ; 

for 
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far  it  was  X  well  ascertained  fact,  that  men  become  used  to 
arms  in  any  capacity,  would  soon  feel  aninclination)  whether 
from  the  desire  of  enterprize  or  glory,  or  the  temptation  of 
bounty,  to  attach  themselves  akogcther  %o  the  military  service 
of  their  country.    Various  expedients  had  been  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  regular  system  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  military  establishment,  but  none  of  them  had  a 
lendency  to  render  the  expedient  a  permanent  one.    The 
present,  however,  possessed  that  desirable  quality  in  anemi-^ 
»cnt  degree,  and  therefore  was  it  necessary  that  a  fair  trial 
should  be  had  of  its  effect ,  but  above  all,  it  would  not,  surely, 
be  deemed  prudent  to  repeal  the  bill  wh^n  na  other  measure 
was  provided  to  supply  its  place.    The  noble  lord  (Grenville) 
lad  expressed  a  wish  that  the  old  system  of  recruiting  might 
be  recurred  tp;  but.experience  had  proved  that  so  far  from 
that  system  being  capable  of  supplying  the  force'  which  the 
present  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  to  keep  up,  it  was 
an  undoubted  £&ct,  that  it  had  been  found  inadequate  to  the 
purposes  even  of  the  former  con^ratively  low  establishment 
of  me  country.    It  was  the  proof  of  this  circumstance  that 
had  led  to  ^  several  expedients  of  the  supplementary  militia, 
the  army  of  reserve,  &c. ;  but  as  those  measures  were  only 
temporary,  it  had  been  judged  necessary  to  establish  a  systemr 
ihat  promised  a  more  certain  and  permanent  supply  to  the  re- 
gular  army:  and  this  object,  he  repeated,  the  present  bill  was 
calculated  to  accomplish.     Upon  this  part  of  the  subject  he 
should  not  take  up  the  time  of  .their  lordships  any  longer  \  and 
k  was  with  regret  that  he  adverted  to  what  had  dropped  from 
the  noUe  lord  (Grenville)  at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech.    In 
the  first  place  he  begged  leave  to  observe,  that  the  subject  ori- 
ginated not  on  his  side  of  the  house,  but  with  the  noble  lor4 
(Oamley)  who  had  brought  forward  the  motion  then  before 
their  lordships^      He  by  no  means  thought  that  those  who 
diSkxed  im  opinion  on  particular  occasions  should  never  after 
unite  in  a  common  cause.    His  sentiments,  indeed,  were 
widely  different  from  any  such  principle;  especially  when  it 
proved  that,  as  was  the  case  in  the  late  re-union  of  his  friends, 
no  fundamental  principle  whatever  was  violated  on  the  part  of 
any  of  them.  These,  he  observed,  had  been  in  the  habits  of  the 
strictest  friendship  from  their  earliest  years;  they  never  differed 
upon  principles;  their  only  di&rence  was  upon  points  of  prac^ 
tice,  and  of  course  no  formidable  obstacle  had  ever  presented  it- 
self to  the  reconciliation  which  had  been  effected.     If  others. 
lad  QCted  upon  different  principles,  he  was  scnry  for  it ;  but 
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xt  all  eroxtsy  he  thought  it  ^wonld  be  more  beorann^  ths 
diaracter  of  gentlemen,  and  consistent  with  public  duty,  tobe 
less  acrimonious  ta  their  reooarks,  and  to  touch  as  little  as 
possible  upon  subjects  of  this  nature;  Soar  if  bj  such  dcdMBtti* 
ons  the  public  were  led  to  suppose  that  men  from  their  poh^ 
Iftcal  connections  acted  more  from  party  and  selfish  motrvcs^ 
than  fnom  feelings  of  public  duty,  the  consequence  could  not 
be  either  favourable  to  them  or  ad?antageaus  to  the-  csnse  of 
the  country. 

Zord  F^e  s)iid  a  few  words  ia  support  of  Lord  Dandey^i 
piotion* 

jLptJ  HawUsbury  contended  that  even  diose  who  in  the 
first  instance,  and  compared  with  some  other  system,  saw  ob*> 
jections  to  the  act  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  repeal,  might 
90W  with  the  most  perfect  consistency  vote  in  £ivonr  of  thac 
which  was  established.  He  thought,  therefore,  ^that  ths 
charges  on  that  head  against  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Sidmouth) 
and  others  were  totally  groundless.  The  measure  had  been 
adopted  by  parHament,  it  had  laid  the  basis-of  a  system  fisr 
the  recruiting  of  the  army,  and  being  adopted,  it  ought  tube 
preserved  unless  something  manifestly  much  more  advantage* 
ous  could  be  substituted  in  its  place.  Nay,  though  it  cottU 
rank  only  as  second  or  third  in  comparison  of  another  phn^ 
it  was  better  it  should  be  retained  than  that  uncertainty  and 
fluctuation,  on  a  matter  so  important,  should  prevail.  Besides^ 
the  aa  had  not  had  a  fair  trial.  It.  had  been  passed  amidst 
much  heat  of  party-*it  was  not  till  November  that  it  begati 
to  be  acted  upon,<and  even  under  all  these  disadvantages  it 
^had  produced  a  considerable  number  o£  men ;  and  if  it  went 
cm  as  it  had  for  the  last  two  weeks  the  number  raised  during 
iriiich  was  300  each  week,  it  would  in  a  twdvemanth  pro-* 
duce  1 1,000,  and  that  without  at  all  interfering  mh  the  othev 
mode  of  recruiting.  He  was  of  opinion  that  oar  whole  forco 
was  equal  to  the  necessity  of  our  situation,  >  and  that  nothing  , 
was  wanting  in  it  but  tluit  the  proportion  of  disposable  force 
should  be;  increased.  He  approved  of  the  reduction  of  the 
militia  to  the  old  number  of  40,000,  on  this  account,  that  it 
would  facilitate  the  enlargement  of  our  disposable  force,  llie 
army  of  reserve  had  been  of  the  utmost  utility*  by  supplying^ 
in  a  short  time,  a  greater  number  of  men'than  any  other  mea<A 
sure  could  have  done.  Experience  too  had  shewn  tiiat  the 
best  means  of  speedily  augmenting  the  general  regular  force 
was  to  enlist  the  men  first  for  limited  service,  and  to  this  sf%^ 
teo^the  government  ought  to  adher^.    As  tg  the. enlisting  of 
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men  fpr  a  limited  tixbe,1ie  said  that  difimpoLces  of  opinion  pre^ 
Tincd-auung  the  fnoest  intalneiit  officers.  The  <|niestiDn  had 
Inea  actcndTely  aad  impartiatly  weighed  hj  ministers;  and 
no  such  aadsfiictarj  reasons,  to  rely  upon  its  utility  had  up$ 
peaved  as  lk>  justify  them  in  Resorting  to  it.  For  his  own  pari . 
he  was  oonviiioed  that  it  would  not  be  attended  with  the  ad* 
mttages  expected  from  it.  Upon  the  whole,  hedioi^t  that 
die  act  now  in  being  should  be  continued;  and  he  trusted  too 
that  die  pe&akies  it  imposed  fbrnot  raising  the  men  would  be 
daded;  for  if  it  were  imagined  that  they  would  not,  or  that 
Ifce  bill  would  be  altogether  f^epeakd,  no  exertions  would  be 
made  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect;  and  from  this  cause^ 
perhaps,  it  had  not  hitherto  been  so  successful  as  it  would 
hate  beeti,  thoiq^h  the  experience  they  had  of  it  should  induce 
the  parliament  to  persevere  in  it.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
femaiic$  of  a  more  personal  nature  which  the  allusions  of  the 
aoUe  mover  had  introduced.  He  admited  that  in  a  go"rem^ 
meat  like  tfa»,  difief  ence  of  opinion  must  exist,  and  thit  such 
dificrtflices,  thoogh  naturally  accompanied  with  occasional 
warmth' or  hostility,  ought  not  to  be  any  bar  to  men  concur* 
ring  and  acting  toother 'for  the  public  good.  The  merits  of 
such  unions,  however,  must  be  decided  by  the  circumstances 
ttader  which  they  ait>se,.and  the  motives  by  which  they  were 
prompted.  It  was  not  e«isy  to  lay  down  any  general  grounds 
on  whick  they  eould  be  judged*  He  would  say,  however,  that 
if  men  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  friendship,  confidence^ 
and  conovrence  in  sentiment,  on  public  afiairs,  and  on  fun«^ 
damental  points  of  the  constitution  did  not  disagree,  their  ro> 
union  was  at  least  as  natural  as  their  separation,  and  could  not 
aflbrd  any  ground  of  suspicion  of  their  integrity  and  cbusist"* 
ency.  On  die  other  hand,  if  those  who  had  been  in  constant 
hostility  and  opposition  to  each  other  on  all  public  questions^ 
who*  had  diflfered  on  the  most  essential  prihciples  of  the  co&- 
stitmion,  who  had  exposed  each  other  with  no  common  acri^ 
mony  in  questions  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  very 
salvation  of  the  state,  did  happen  to  form  a  pohtical  coalition, 
he  confessed  he  thought  such  a  coalition  would  be  more  liable 
to  suspicions  than  an^-union  of  those  who  hardly  ever  had 
rhoaght  difierently,  and  hardly  at  all  on  fundamental  points. 
When  he  saw  a  union  formed  of  those  who  thus  had  never 
agreed  in  constitutional  doctrines,  who  had  entertained  such 
opposite  sentiments  on  a  question  of  peace  or  war;  that  the 
one  had  declared  that  peace  on  any  reasonable  or  honoursble 
terms  was  the  policy,  and  the  other  maintained  that  war  was 
Vol.  1. 1805.  Pp  the 
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the  system  till  a  peace  was  obtained,  which  no  nan  could  have 
seriously  believed  to  be,  in  the  state  of  Europe  which  then  ex- 
isted, attainable  -,  when  those  who  had  formed  the  coalition; 
too,  equally  disagreed  in  their  Views  of  domestic  as  of  foreign 
policy,  the  one  considering  as  deadly  attacks  on  the  liberties 
of  the  country  those  precautions  which  the  other  had  supported 
as  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  country;  such  a  coali- 
tion he  thought  markedrit  the  object  of  astonishment,  if  toot  of 
indignation.  Much  had  been  said  of  widening  the  basis  of 
the  administration;  but  he  confessed  that  in  looking  at  the 
circumstances  he  had  just  mentioned  he  could  not  form  any 
expectation  that  such  an  arrangemei^t  could  be  either  perroa* 
nent  or  useful:  neither  could  he  cdnsider  coalitions  with  a 
view  to  form  such  administrations  as  at  all  compatible  with 
the  principles  of  the  constitution.  The  beauty  of  this  go* 
vernment  consisted  in  the  just  distribution  of  the  power  and 
influence  of  king,  lords  and  commons:  but  a  confederacy  of 
powerful  men  to  dictate  the  administration,  would  in  efiect 
annihilate  king,  lords,  and  commons,  and  constitute  an  aristo- 
cratical  usurpation  destructive  to  the  balance  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Such,  at  least,  had  been  the  sentiments  once  entertained 
of  a  celebrated  coalition  by  the  noble  baron  on  the  other  side, 
and  those  sentiments,  having  learned  them  from  him  and 
others,  he  still  retained. 

The  Earl  of  Bttckinghamshire  confessed,  that  he  had  voted 
against  the  measure  last  session,  and  that  many  of  his  objec- 
tions to  it  had  not  yet  been  removed.  Yet  he  did  not  think 
himself  called  upon  at  the  present  moment  to  reject  the  biiU 
because,  upon  giving  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  put  in  force,  he  did  not  imagine  that  every  tJung  had  yet 
been  done  that  might  tend  to  give  it  efiect.  Above  all,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  penalties  should  be  enforced;  were 
that  not  the  case,  the  country  must  abate  in  their  respect  for 
parliament;  and  he  could  not  believe  it  to  be  necessary  to  inv> 
^ess  upon  their  lordships'  minds,  how  essential  it  was  to  up- 
hold the  authority  of  parliament.  He  was  a  little  surprised 
to  hear  some  noble  lords  for  whose  opinion  lie  entertained 
great  respect,  speak  so  lightly  on  the  point;  and  he  must  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  them,  to  think  of  the  consequences 
more  seriously. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolsack,  and  took  a  view  of  the 

question.     He  compared  the  act  with  that  by  which  the  army 

of  reserve  had  been  raised,  and  he  contended  that  the  former 

followed  up  the  spirit  of  the  latter,  moderating  its  oppcration 

.    .  because 
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because  it  was.no  longer  necessary  to.  apply  it  with  so  much 
energy.  The  principle  of  the  army  of  reserve  act  was  to 
raise  men  by  imposing  pecuniary  penalties  on  parishes;  the 
present  bill  did  the  same  in  a  much  less  degree,  because  the 
irmy  of  reserve  act  had  dode  all  that  could  be  desired  from  it*. 
Indeed,  a  more  useful  measure,  he  was  satisfied^  never  had  qIk 
tained  his  concurrence;  and  happy  he  was  to  reflect  that  all 
the  military  measures  of  the  incapable  and  imbecile  ministry,, 
as  it  was  called,  had  his  most  cordial  and' conscientious  appro- 
bation. If  the  present  act  was  repealed,  it  would  only  have 
theefllect,  indeed,  to  repeal  the  only  new  miUtary  measure  of 
the  present  cabinet,  an^  to  revive  the  army  of.  reserve  act,' 
that  reprobated  measure  of  the  incapable  administration.  He 
contended,  that  the  bill  had  not  had  a  fair  trial;  for  how  could  , 
it  be  expected,  that  after  bounties  had  been  so  high  as  6ol.  or 
70L  men  would  all  at  once  be  found  for  12L  ?  nor  could  they 
be  found,  if  it  was  understood  that  the  present  act  was. to  be 
rq)eaied9  and  new  measures,  or  the  old,  under  whicli  boun- 
ties had  been  so  high,  were  again  to  be  resorted  to.  He  beg- 
ged it  to  be  understood,  that  he  entirely  concurred  in  think*- 
ing,  that  the  pecuniary  penalties  should  be  inforced,  if  not^ 
tint  would  be  an  argument  with  him  for  repealing  the  act. 

herd  Damley  replied,  and  disclaimed  any  idea  of  persona- 
fity  in  his  observations,  though  he  considered  it  as  a  fair  and 
proper  subject  of  remark,  that  so  great  a  change  had  recently 
taken  place  in  his  majesty's  government,  as  that  the  leading 
member,  in  the  late  incapable  administration,  had  now  so  cpn- 
sj[>icuons  a  station  and  so  great  an  influence  in  the  present,  and 
that  the  majority  of  the  cabinet  should  now  be  composed  of 
those  who  had  composed  ^at  incapable  ministry,  which  the 
present  minority  in  that  cabinet  had  so  lately  contributed  to 
overthrow. 

.  The  house^  then  divided  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Camden, 
that  the  bill  (for  repealing  the  additional  defence  act)  be  rc- 
iected. 

For  rejecting  Lord  Damley's  motion  113,  including  proxies. 

For  Lord  Damley's  motion        -        45,  ditto. 

•Majority  for  mifiisters         -        6^. 
Adjoiuiied  at  half  past  one  o'cl9ck  in  the  morning. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

nXDMYf  FWRVAltT   1 5. 

Mr.  ^ker  took  the  oa^hs  and  his  feat»  as  member  for 
Hcnfordfliirc. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wallace,  it  wasorderecj,  that  Dr. 
Hall,  Canon  of  Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  he  defired  to  picach 
before  the  houfc,  on  the  20Ui  inft.  the  falft-day. 

Mr.  Rofe  prefentcd  ^cpountsbf  thecxtraordinariesof  tho  , 
army,  from  the  25Lh  December,  1803,  to  the  25th  Decern^ 
ber,  1804. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  tba 
houfc,  accounts  of  all  pcnfions  on  the  Iri/h  eftabli(hroent, 
panted  fmce  j  ft  January  180*,  down  as  far  as  the  iamo 
could  be  made  out.— Ordered. 

A  meflage  from  the  lords  acquainted  the  ho^ife,  that  theif  . 
lordfhips  liad  agreed  to  the  exchequer  bilk  bill,  the  com* 
TOiffioners  for  the  aflcflcd  Uxcs  bill,  and  the  qualifkataoa 
indemnity  bill. 

Mr.  M4y  prefented  a  petition  from  the  retail  merchants 
of  Belfaft,  praying  that  the  aft,  laying  a  duty  of  fix  per  c«Dt. 
on  impart?  made  bjt  the  retail  traders,  under  a  cerUin 
amount,  may  be  repealed,  as  operating  very  auich  to  thf 
difadvantage  of  fuch  traders,  while  giving  a<i  luidMe  advao- 
tagc  to  the  vvholcfale  dealers. 

On  the  Queftion  bein^  put  that  it  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr,  Fofter  rofe  to  lay,  that  be  had  no  obj«aion  what* 
ever  to  its  lying  on  the  table,  hut  did  not  wifh  to  be  uodei^ 
ftood  for  that  reafon  as  concurring  in  the  objed  of  Che  i>e«» 
tition.  '^ 

-..^/•J^f  P'c^g?<^  himfelf  to  fupport  the  petition,  w4 
laid  it  had  come  from  people  q(  the  greateft  rcfpea«bility, 
and  was  figncfl  by  peifons  of  every  denanuQatioi|. 

Mr.  May  prefented  a  petitjon  alfo  from  the  whoiefale 
dealers,  ftating  their  readixiels  tp  concur  in  the  obiea  of 
the  preceding  petition. 

Both  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

Mr.  May  gave  notice  thkt  oa  Friday  next  be  woold  move 
for  a  repeal  pf  the  duty  complairfcd  of  by  thofe  petiUons. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huikiffon  it  was  ordered,  that  ac- 
pounts  ftiould  be  laid  before  the  houfe.  of  the  diftribution 
pf  the  money  granted  by  an  aft  of  laft  fcffion,  enabling  his 
uja^cfty  to  laife  two  milhons  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 

for 
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for  purpofes  therein  meqiioned.    Mr.  Hufluflbn  afterward^ 
preiented  the  above  accounts. 

Mr  Sturges  Bourne  brought  in  a  bill  for  appointing  con}* 
mif^iiiiiers  of  tbe  land<ax9  &c. — -Read  a  firft  time.  - 
.  Mr.  Hawthorne  prefented  a  petition  from  the  retail  im^ 
porters  of  Downpatrick,  fimilar  to  ihofe  from  Belfaft,  and 
moved  that  there  be  kid  before  the  houfe,  accounts  iof  the 
produce  of  the  fix  per  cent,  duties  during  the  laft  tea  yeacs^ 
diftinguifhing  the  quarters.— Ordered. 

Mr.  Johnftone  was  embarrailcd  how  to  form  a  judgment 
on  the  fuppiies  of  the  year,  without  having  the  accounts  of 
the  preceding  year  before  him,-  of  only  a  part  of  which  tb^ 
boufe  were  as  yet  in  pofleflion.  On  looking  at  the  difpofi- 
tson  paper,  an  alarming  fa£t  ftruck  him ;  the  furplus  of  the 
cqnfoiidated  fund  had  been  eftimated  as  likely  to  amouatp 
by  tlie  5th  of  Aprils  to  five  millions;  now  it  appeared,  that 
Aothe  14tb  February,  it  was  only  1,200,0001.  fothat*  oa 
snaking  the  proper  calculation  for  the.  time  tbat  was  yet  to 
clapfe»  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  3t6(;K),OOpl.  On 
^mother  circumflance  be  wifhed  for  explanation,  which  was 
with  regard  to  outfianding  exchequer  bills..  They  were 
ftaled  at  12  millions  $  and  xhoit  outftanding  on  the  l4th  Fel^ 
8  miltioos.  It  was  not  probable  fo  much  couhl  be  paid  in 
tbifttime. 

Mr*  Hujkiffin  laid,  the  remaining  accounts,  which  the/ 
bon.  gentleman  had  exprefled  his  defire  to  fee,  fliould  be  laid  . 
on  the  table  as  foon  as  poflible.  With  relpeft  to  the  forplua 
of  the  CQofolidated  fund,  though  certainly  fome  deficiency 
<)id  exiftf  yet  he  did  not  believe  it  was  any  tbing  near  (o 
much  as  apprehended  by  the  bon.  gentleman :  fome  duties 
which  were  yet  to  be  paid  from  the  Eaft  India  compaaj, 
would  reduce  it;  and  befides,  he  was  not  fure  that  the  cal- 
culation which  the  hon«  gentleman  founded  on  the  (brplos 
of  the  fund  beine,  en  the  14th  of  Feb.  but  one  million  two 
bundred  tbouiand  pounds,  was  not  erroneous,  as  it  was  likely 
chat  that  was  its  account  on  the  5th  of  January.  With  re*, 
gard  to  the  other  part  of  the  bon.  gentleman's  inquiry,,  he 
informed  bin^«  tbat  it  was  intended  to  iflfue  exchequer  bills, 
to  replace  thofe  of  laljt  year,  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

After  fome  further  cpnverfation  between  Mr.  Hulkiflb|i 
and  Mr.  Jobnflone,  accounts  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
tlie  houfe,  of  exchequer  bills  oDtilanding  on  the  14th  of 
f^e^ruary,  l805,  charged  on  any  of  the  fuppUes  of  the  year 
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180-*,  and  djftinguifliing  the  aHs  under  which  they  were 
jfTued.  .  ,        . 

Mr.  Giles  poftponcd  bis  motion  relative  to  the  expiration   . 
of  the  aft  conftituting  a  commiffion  of  naval  inquiry,  to 
Monday  fe'nnight. 

'  Mr.  Kinnaird'wifhed  to  know  in  what  forwardnefs  the 
papers  were  for  which  he  had  moved  a  few  evenings  ago. 
if  only  a  part  wek*e  ready,  he  wifhed  chem  to  be  produced, 
as  much  .on  account  of  ^ the  hon.  officer  whom  thefe  papers 
To  much  cbncefned,'  as  for  his  own  convenience. 

Mr.  W.  Dickinfon  replied,  that  a  great  part  was  ready, 
andihat  he  would 'expedite  the  remainder. 

SLAVE  TRADE.  ^   , 

^  Mr.  WHberforce  exprefled  his  opinion,  that  after  the  ctofc 
<tnvef1^igation  which  this  fubjeAhad  undergone  laft  feflion, 
and  after  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  it  had  been  fo  deci- 
•dediy  taken,  it  was  not  ncceflary  totrefpafsmuch  upon  their 
patience  at  prcfcnt,*  referving  to  himfelf  the  right  of  reply, 
'if  any  objcaion  (hould  unexpe^diy  be  flarted  ;  he  there- 
fore moved,  that  the  houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the-  whole  houfe,  to  confider  the  propriety  of 
*bxingingin  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  in  a 
*time  to  be  limited:  '     • 

Gerural  Gafeoyne  was  at  a  lofs  tp  knPW  whether  the  hon. 
"gentleman  meant  to  introduce  a' biil,'  exadtly  fimilar  to  that 
of  laft  feffion.     He  might  perhaps  find,  that  the  circ'um- 
^ftances  of  the  times  had  induced  many  of  the  members  to 
i:hange  their  opinion  on  the  fubjeftfince  that  period. 
'     Sir  IV,  young  woOld  oppofe  m  every  ftage  of  it,  a  mea- 
'fure  the  vtsj  \igit3tion  or  which  had  been  produflive  of  ir- 
reparable mifdiief.     'i'he  hon.  gerttl^man  feemcd  to  wi(h  to 
•avail  himfelf  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  bill  in  that  houfe  in  the 
laft  fedion,  as  a  kind  of  precedent  which  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed,  and  to  have  it  in  CDmemplation  to  pufli  the  affair  for- 
ward with  a  rapidity  which  its  importance  would  not  war- 
•rant.     He  called  on  gentlemen  to  give  the  fubje6l  complete 
confideration,  to  examine  all  the  documents  relative  to  it 
•with  the  moftferious  attention,  and  not  to  forget  that   in 
'their  jiecifiun  wasimpiicattd  a  very  material  branch  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  to  which  our  power  in  general, 
-and  more  particularly  our  naval  power,  was  to  be  atUibuted. 
;     Mr.  FuHer  faid  that,  fo  far  from  the  fcnfe  of  the  houfe 
having  been  tak^n  on  this  bill  in   the  laft  feffion,  the  faft 
*was,thit  the  fcnie  of  notonc-fixih  part  had  been  taken. 
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•  General  TarUten  dated  that  there  wer^  in  Liveipool.alone 
aboTc  zen  thoufand' perfons  completely  engaged  in  this 
trade,  beiides  countlefs  numbers  whp  were  in  ibme  way  oft 
other  aiFeAed  and  benefited  by  it.  He  had  received  in^ 
ilnidions  frofn  his  conflituents  to  oppofe  (be  hon.  gentle-? 
man's  intentions  with  all  his  power. 

The  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee^ 
Mr,  Tf^Uierforce  aeclzvtd  his  furprife  that  it  Ihould  be  ini% 
fiauated  be  wifhed  to  prefs  die  matter  with. more  hafle  thaa 
was  confident  with  propriety.  If  gentlemen  would,  refec 
to  the  parliamentary  journals,  they  would  find  that  the  proi 
ceedings  were  always  the  fame.  So  far  from  any  undue  pre* 
cipitation,  he  only  meant  to  propofe  the  firft  reading  of  the 
bill  on  Monday,  and  the  fecond  about  Friday..  He  fhouid 
now  move,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  fh  a  bill  to  abolifH 
the  flave  trade  in  a  time  to.be  limited. — Leave  given.  The 
houfe  refumed,  and  the  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  IN  IRKLAND.  ' 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Evan  Nepean  the  houfe  went  into 
n  committee  on  the  bill  for  continuing  the  fufpcnfion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  z&  in  Ireland. 

Sir  Evan  Nepean  propofed  filling  up  the  blanks,  afcer- 
taining  the  duration  of  the  bilU  with  *'  fix  weeks  after  the 
cpmmenceoient  of  the  next  feflion  of  parliament."  ^ 

Lorii  Henry  Petty  rofe  to  oppofe  the  motion  of  the  hon, 
baronet,  and  to  move  that  the  firft  of  May  be  fubflituted'. 
As  miniflers  bad  allowed  that  there  was  no  prefiure  of  time 
which  urged  the  immediate  pafilng  of  this  bill,  he  confefied 
bimfelf  at  a  lofs  to  know  on  what  grounds  they  could  reft  - 
iheir  oppofition  to  the  inquiry  which  in  his  opinion  was  in- 
dirpenuible,|beforefuch  a  meafui  e  fiiould  be  adopted.  Nor  was 
this  his  opinion  alone;  he  was  fupported  in  il  by  the  highed 
authorities,  particularly  by  one  of  the  greateft  writers  oa 
the  laws  of  this  country,  who  aficrts,  that  an  ad  tending  to 
abrogate  the  independence  and  privileges  of  a  part  of  the 
people,  without  any  previous  examination  or  enquiry  into 
the  neceflity  for  fuch  an  a£t;  was  unconftitutional.  A  good 
deal  had  been  faid  about  the  tranfpiring  offecretsin  a  com- 
mittee. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  frequently  in- 
firumental  in  forming  fuch  commiicees;  he  called  on  him  to 
ftate  what  was  the  danger  to  be  apprehended.  He  would 
not  willingly  anticipate  a  difcuffion  that  muft  take  place  this 
feffion;  but  he  mud  fay  that  he  did  not  bciieve  Ireland  in 
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ffae  ftate  reprefented,  as  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  the  adTanUige 
of  her  connexion  with  Britam,  as  to  be  leady  to  take  re« 
fugc  from  her,  iivthe  arms  of  a  foreign  power.  If  ib,  wc 
fhould  try  to  reftore  in  her  metre  favourable  fentimetits  to«- 
wards  us.  He  particularly  called  on  gentlemca  to  confider, 
that  by  voting  for  his  amendment,  they  did  not  incur  anj 
danger.  Time  would  thus  be  ^ive'n  to  make  the  enquiry 
which  was  fo  defirahle.  IF  we  Ihould  then  unfortunately 
find  that  the  flame  of  rctieilion  in  Ireland  was  not  extia-i 
gttifhed,  buf  only  fmothercd,  and  that  other  circurofVances, 
equally  ftrong,  required  the  iufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus, 
WTJ  might  ftgree  to  it  with  the  fatisfaflion,  at  Ic-ift,  of  having 
clone  1o  wivh  propriety  ;  but  if;  on  the  contrary,  we  fhouU 
find  the  fituatton  of  Ireland  fuchy  as  not  to  demand  the  fur« 
ther  operation  of  the  mcafure,  wc  might  then  enjoy  the 
pleafure  of  rcftoringto  the  Iriih  thofc  iibercies,  which  had 
for  a  time  been  withheld  from  tiKm  At  all  events  wc 
(houid  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  letlefting  that  we  had  not 
taken  any  hafty  ftep;  hut  that  we  had  aded  with  the  pru- 
dence and  circumfpeftbn  which  the  importance  of  the  cafe 
Required. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  felt  himfelf  obliged  to 
fupport  the  oiiginal  motion.  The  merits  of  the  queftion 
lay  in  a  very  narrow  compafs.  All  that  could  be  ftated  iA 
objedion  to  it,  liad  been  Rated  in  the  ableft  manner  poffibte 
by  the  noble  lotxi.  Want  of  time  had  never  been  alleged 
by  his  majcfly's  government,  as  the  caufe  for  paffing  thift 
bill  without  inquiry,  but  that  they  felt,  what  paihament  m 
ei^ht  inftanccs  out  of  eleven  iince  the  year  1193  had  like* 
vife  fhewn  they  felt,  that  evident  notoriety  fuperfeded  all 
neceflity  for  inquiry.  Since  that  year,  only  three  cafes  had 
occurred  out  of  eleven,  in  which  It  was  deemed  expedient 
to  inftitute  committees  of  inquiry.  He  would  not  go  over 
the  fame  ground  again  whicli  had  fo  frequently  been  trodden. 
Gentlemen  do  not  deny  there  may  be  caies  in  which  noto* 
rieiy  would  he  confidei*ed  as  fufficicnt  ground  for  the  fufpcn- 
fion.  The  hon.  baronet  oppofi«5  had  Ihicd  that  to  be  his 
opinion;  and  as  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman. near  him  (Mr. 
AVindham),  it  was  unncceflary  to  alk  him  to  ftate  his  opK 
nion,  his  conduft  wlien  he  had  the  pleafure  of  afting  with 
bim  was  a  i'uf!icient  proof  of  that  opinion.  If  the  cxfftence 
of  a  war  with  France;  if  the  dcfi^ns  avowed  hf  that  power 
to  invade  Ireland ;  If  the  evident  preparations  of  extenlive 
means  for  that  purpofb;  if  tlie  hopes  of  fuccefs  entertained 
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by  the  enemy  are  founded  on  the  profpeft  of  co^peratioa 
by  their  difaffefted  in  heland;  if,  as  a  proof  ihatfuch  are 
their  expedaiions,  regiments  of  refugees  haw  hcen  formed, 
and  hsknds  of  IriHi  interpreters,  guides,  &c.  coUeded,  all 
ading  under  the  infpedion  of  an  Irifh  committee  at  Paris ; 
if  ali  thefe  ciicumftances  did  not  conilitute  notoriety,  he 
really  did  not  know  what  wQuld.  The  going  intp  an  in* 
quiry  would  lay  open  fecretsthat  it  was  material  fliould  not 
be  difclofed,  as  the  difclofure  would  be  attended  with 
danger  to  the  lives  of  individuals.  On  thefe  grounds  he 
could  not  confent  to  the.  formation  of  a  precedent,  for  infti- 
tuting  an  inquiry,  when  the  notoriety  was  fuch  as  to  preclude 
iall  neceflilv  for  it. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  was  willing  to  allo^  that  there  had  beea 
many  cafes  in  which  the  notoriety  was  fufficient,  without 
any  particular  inveftigation  of  the  circumfiances;  fuch,  foe 
inftance,  as  the  rebellions  in  1715  and  1745,  when  the 
Jcing  fent  down  a  meiTage  to  the  houfe,  which  was  confi- 
dered  a  fufficient  ground;  in  l803,  iikewife,  when  the  re- 
bellion in  Ireland  was  notorious.  It  was  the  duty  of  par- 
liament, before  they  agreed  to  fo  extraordinary  a  meafure» 
to  luake  drift  inquiry,  unlefs  they  had  very  flrong  grounds 
indeed,  fuch  as  he  had  juft  mentioned.  He  did  not  wifli  to 
fee  unconftitutiOnal  power  placed  in  any  hands,  however 
fmall  the  chance  of  its  being  abufed.  During  the  adminit- 
tratious  of  Lord^Somers,  Lord  Coke,  and  Lord  Raymond^ 
a  perfon  had  been  imprifoned  forty  years  by  government  in 
Newgate. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obfervcd,  that  that  per-  . 
foa  had  been  confined  by  different  fpecial  a£ts  of  parliament, 
and  not  by  a  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus  a<Sl,  which  did 
not  at  that  time  take  place. 

.  Mr.  Windham  did  not  oppofe  the  meafure  of  fufpenfion 
itfelf,  but  the  w;nt  of  grounds  to  afcertain  the  neccflitv  of 
it.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  faid,  he  was  one  of  tnofe 
who  had  once  allowed  that  notoriety  was  a  fufficient  ground 
for  the  proceeding.  He  was  ftill  of  the  fame  opinion.  He 
had  declared  it  iA  the  debate  the  other  evening ;  but  every 
cafe  of  notoriety  as  well  as  of  neceffity^  mud  it^and  upon  its 
own  ground.  What  he  wanted  was,  that  degree  of  noro- 
riety  wiiich  fliould  enable  him  to  decide.  It  may  be  noto« 
rious  to  fome,  to  many  gentlemen  of  Ireland  perhaps,  but 
it  was  not  fo  to  him.  If  the  exigence  of  war  and,  the  emi- 
gration of  afew  Irilh  to  the  enemy's  country,  are  tobe  cop- 
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sidercd  enough  to  jiistifj  the  stsspension,  in  any  future  war  it 
must  of  course  again  take  place ;  but  surely  this  ought  not  to 
be  suffered^  unless  all  possible  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  the^ 
measure  were  overborne  by  the  evidence  which  an  inquiry 
might  produce.  An  inquiry  could  not  do  any  harin>  it  might 
do  mtrch  good ;  and  it  would  at  least  do  this  good|  that  it 
would  prevent  the  establishnient  of  a  precedent  in  the  highest 
degree  exceptionable,  and  which  might  ultimately  produce  the 
most  fatal  consequences. 

Mr,  Martin  should,  for  one,  certainly  agree  to  the  noble 
lord's  amoidment.  If  notoriety  were  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
suspension  without  inquiry,  he  should  say,  that  notoriety  did 
not  exist.  He  had  conversed  lately  with  many  gentlcnien  from 
Ir^gnd,  who  cdncurred  in  oninion  that  the  measure  was  not- 
necessary  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  country.  It  had  been^ 
indeed,  spoken  of,  as  not  Kkely  to  do  harm  j  but  such  an  in- 
fringement of  the  liberties  of  a  people  ought  to  be  proved  to 
be  attended  with  positive  good,  befor.e  it  should  be  adopted.  A 
bill  of  this  description  was  not  to  be  treated  as  lightly  as  a  vot9 
of  credit.  With  regard  to  the  secrecy  so  much  contended  for» 
4nd  the  danger  and  inconvenience  said  to  attend  inquiry,  was 
there  not  cansidcrable  danger  and  inconvenience  in  exposing 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  England  ?  and  yet  a  committee  had 
been  some  time  ago  appointed  to  investigate  and  make  a  report 
on  that  subject.  He  allowed  every  confidence  to  the  lord, 
lieutenant,  but  this  was  a- strong  reason  for  supporting  the  in- 
quiry) as  it  could  not  be  called  invidious.  By  the  bye,  he  had- 
never  heard  of  any  lord  lieutennnt  who  was  not  considered  the 
moil  amiable  of  men,  nor  any  secretary  who  had  been  thought 
to  make  a  bad  speech  or  vote.  He  knew  that  by  many  Lord 
Hobart  had  been  esteemed  a  much  more  accomplished  orator 
than*  Mr.  Flood  !—  (A  loud  laugh.)  • 

JMr.  Ward  took  a  view  of  the  circumstances  attending  th^ 
.  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  at  various  times,  and  inferred 
the  propriety  of  continuing  it  at  present,  without  any  other 
evidence  of  the  necessity  than  what  the  general  notoriety  af- 
forded. Gentlemen  hsid  argued  this  matter  as  if  it  had  been 
anew  question,  as  if  no  rebellion,-  and  no  renewal  of  rebellion^ 
bad  ever  existed  in  Ireland  They  seemed  to  have  forgotteiv 
the  miseries^  which  had  desolated  that  country,  and  the  partial 
subjection  of  ^hich  was  to  be  attribiiteil  alone  to  measures  of 
vigour,  similar  to  that  before  the  house.  The  hon.  gentleman 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  suspensions  in  the  reign  of 
William  III.  and  in  1722,  and  oi  XM  protest  entered  in  the 
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latter  case,  hy  several  distinguiahed  members  of  both  houses  d£ 
parliament.  He  was  adverse  to  shortening  the  duration  of  the 
suspension,  because  if  the  suspension  was  necessary  dut  would 
render  it  useless. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  in  every  instance  adduced 
by  the  learned  gentleman  there  was  either  inquiry,  or  some^ 
thing  equivalent  to  it ;  there  was  some  message  from  the  king, 
or  some  communication  in  the  speech  from  the  throne.  Now 
there  was  nothing  relative  to  this  subject  in  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  and  the  address,  which  was  also  supposed  to  be 
the  production  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  stated  Ireland  to  be 
tranquil.  How  then  could  it  be  said,  after  so  short  a  lapse  of 
time,  that  there  was  so  notorious  a  spirit  of  rebellion  as  t<> 
preclude  inquirv?  The  habeas  corpus  act  having  been  restored 
since  the  rebellion  of  179^)  he  considered  it  now  as  suspended 
de  novo,  and  that  the  consideration  was  a  res  integra  ;  unless^ 
indeed,  it  was  meant  to  rely  on  the  affair  of  1 803,  which  he 
was  at  a  loss  how  to  name  ;  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
styling  it  at  one  time  a  rebellion,  at  another  time  a  tumult  or 
insurrection,  or  a  riot,  as  it  answered  their  purpose-  If  the 
suspension  was  to  be  renewed  every  year  without  inquiry,  it 
was  better  to  extend  it  at  once  to  six  weeks  after  the  termina<^ 
tion  of  the  war.  Parliament  would  not  do  its  duty  to  the 
country,  if  it  refused  inquiry,  and  rendered  the  constitution  a 
mere  nullity  to  the  people  of  Ireland  on  such  light  grounds. 

A  conversation  arose  hereabout  theprecedetit  of  1 722,  cited 
by  Mr.  Ward,  in  which  case  Mr.  Fox  conceijred,  that  the  in- 
formation required  vras  given  immediately  after  the  passing  of 
the  siispeqsion,  as  was  promised. -Mr.  Ward  did  not  believe 
it  was.^'-^Mr.  Wynne  said,  it  was  a  dangerous  conspiracy,  in 
which  officers  were  employed,  and  arms  collected,  and  that 
the  trial  and  conviction  of  the  offenders  was  a  sufficient  com-^ 
munication  of  the  proojfs. — Mr.  Rose  stated,  that  the  bill  pass** 
ed  the  lords,  and  was  sent  down  to  the  commons  on  the  first 
«r  second  day  of  the  session,  when  it  was  immediately  passed, 
and  received  the  royal  assent  in  two  days  from  the  communi*' 
cation,  so  that  it  was  impossible  any  inquiry  could  have  takerf 
I^ace. — ^Mr.  Fox  conceived  that  the  declaration  in  the  kingV 
speech  was  sufficient  ground  for  the  immediate  suspension, 
and  that  if  the  proofs  were  promised  in  a  short  time,  the  dU'*' 
ration  must  be  commensurate  to  the  time  when  the  proofr 
were  t^  be  produced.  Mr.  Ward  said,  the  duration  was  one 
wear. 

Mr.  SI*  N^ghtm  said,  idL  Ireland,  but  particularly  the  pro« 
Q.q  2  vincc 
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yiBcc  of  Ulster,  wasmore  loyal  than  it  had  beeni  but  that  still 
the^e  were  some  disaffected  persons  who  hoped  to  accomplish 
their  object  by  means  of  French  aid.  These  were  certainlya  mi* 
nority,  but  the  monarchy  of  France  had  been  overthrown  by 
a  minority  of  Jacobins,  and  the  insurcection  of  1803  had  been 
cr^t^d  by  a  very  trifling  minority  indeed.  If  it  was  necessary, 
the  suspension  ought  to  be  for  the  whole  period  i  if  it  was  not, 
instead  of  two  months  it  ought  not  to  be  for  two  days. 

Mr,  Bagivill  described  the  violent  and  outrageous  proceed* 
i^gs  in  his  county  (Tipperary,)  and  those  bordering  it,  where 
the  persons  who  even  dared  to  take  a  farm'  to  the  prejudice  of  an 
old  occupier,  were  murdered,  and  the  witnesses  of  the  outrage 

^idared'not  to  give  information,  lest  they  also  should  be  cut  off. 
It  was  thus  a  question  for  the  house,  whether  it  would  pro» 
tect  the  loyal,  or  the  disaffected  ^  and  if  the  loyal  were  to  be 
protected,  it  could  be  done  only  by  this  measure. 

Lord  D*  BliiquUre  contended,  that  inquiry  would  de^at  the 
object  of  the  measure;  and  indeed  it  could  not  be  prosecuted 
wjth  much  success,  when  it  was  considered  that  nine  out  of 
ten  of  those  who  gave  information  were  assassinated,  and  not 
less  than  half  of  the  entire  number  of  persons  who  were  exe^ 
fluted  in  Ireland  suffered  for  such  assassinations.  The  noble 
iQrd  related  a  story  of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Healy^  who 
gave  information,  and  was  followed  to  London,  whither  he 
was  sent  by  the  government,  and  murdered  in  Piccadilly  oa 
the  very  night  of  his  arrival.  After  all  tliat  he  had  seen  in  Ire- 
iandj  but  still  more  after  whs^t  he  had.  read  that  day  in  the 
speeches  of  Talleyrand  and  Hegnaud  de  St.  Jean  d'Angely, 
in  the  French  conservative  senate,  where  it  was  said  that  Ire- 
land was  tl^e  only  country  in  which  liberty  of  conscience  was 
now  withheld-,  after  all  the  hopes  the  enemy  built  on  their  in- 
trigues  in  Irelandj  much  mischief  was  to  be  expected  unless 
this  bill  was  passed. 

«  Aln  Kinnaird  said,  his'  noble  friend  (Lord  H.  Petty)  had 
not  moved  his  amendment  from  any  motive  of  parliamentary 
naanagcment,  by  putting  in  that  sliape  what  would  not  stand 
so  well  in  another.  The  object  was  to  shew  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  the  necessity  of  the  suspension  existed.  The  no- 
hie.  lord  who  spoke  last  had  told  a  story  of  a  murder  in  Picca- 
dilly as  a  ground  for  suspending  thq  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ire- 
land. He  asked  whether  any  inquiry  had  been  inade  into  the 
circumstances  of  this  murder.     If  not,  and  if  it  was  taken  as 

.  a  proof  that  a  rebellious  disposition  existed  in  Ireland,  it  was 
^  much  stronger  ground  for  an  inquiry  before  a  committee,  and 
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a  eood  sobject  for  ptrt  of  that  inquiry.  A  multitude  of  enor« 
mities  laldy  committed  were  complained  of  by  the  advocates 
of  .the  suspension.^— llie  suspension  had  now  been  in  force 
aboTC  a  year  and  a  half;  and  if  it  did  not  prevent  such  enor- 
mities, it  was  useless  V  and  what^was  the  strongest  proof  of  its 
inefficacy,  was  certainly  a  strange  argument  for  its  comimi«« 
amce.  His  noble  friend's  question  had  not  been  fairly  mst  by 
the  Irish  gentlemen.  His  noble. friend's.object  was  to  have 
inquired,  after  complying  with  the  suspension  as  fiir  asimme«» 
diate  necessity  required:  that  the  people  of  Ireland  might  not 
have  reason  to  think  that  their  liberties  were  not  guarded,  if  ' 
the  suspension  was  necessary;  and  that  if  it  was  not  necessary, 
they  should  not  be  rendered  indifferent  to  die  constltutaoh,  bf 
being  so  long  deprived  of  it. 

jDr.  Duigenan  said,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  mis* 
taken  the  object  of  the  noble  lord's  story,  which  was  to  shew 
thatlrish  witnesses  could  not  come  withsafety  toLondon  togive '  - 
information  before  a  committee.  Assassinations  similar,  to  this 
were  very  common  in  Ireland.  The  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus  could  not  prevent  such  outrages ;  but  it  certainly  ren^ 
dered  them  less  frequent.  He  had  resided  in  Ireland  from  his 
youth,  and  he  must  of  course  know  its  situation  better  than 
the  hon.  gentleman  opposite ;  he  took  leave  to  say  also,  that 
he  had  a  little  more  regard  for  it.  The  county  of  Waterford 
was  notoriously  disturbed,  as  was  evident  from  the  resolutions 
of  the  magistrates  at  a  county  meeting,  at  which  the  sheriff,  a 
respectable  member  cf  that  house  (Mr.  Lee),  presided.  An  ad* 
joinkig  county  also  (Tipperary),  the  representative  of  which 
was  present,  wa^  in  such  a  state,  that  the  houses  of  all  loyal 
men  which  had  not  a  number  of  servants,  or  a  large  ftmily  to 
defend  them,  were  broken  open  and  robbed  of  theu*  arms,  and 
these  arms  were  certainly  not  intended  for  shooting  snipes* 
(A  laugh.)  The  county  of  Carlow  was  the  scene  of  nocturnal 
meetings,  and  so  was  the  county  of  Ximcrick,  the  represena^ 
dve  of  which  was  also  present.  The  city  of  Dublin  itself  was 
under  the  necessity  of  being  patroled  every  night,  from  the 
multitude  of  dangerous  conspiracies  and  assassination  plots; 
sentinels  were  shot  dead  and  maimed  on  their  stands,  and  it 
was  known  that  even  committees,  were  formed  for  systematic* 
ing  assassination.  On  all  these  grounds  he  thought  the  sus- 
pension indispensably  necessary. 

Mr.  May  declared  his  conviction  of  the  general  loyalty  of 
the  north  of  Ireland ;  but  in  the  south  and  west  disaffection 
certainly  existed.    The  suspension  was  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
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loTali  who»  witlicmt  this  sccnritr,  could  not  sleep  in  their  Ms; 
It  was'  necessary  to  keep  dovrn  the  majority  of  the  people*of 
Irelatid,  consisting  of  Catholics,  dangerously  agitated  and  in- 
sfrired  by  the  confidence  of  Erendraid,  with  the  hope  of  ef-* 
fecting  a  change  in  the  establishment  in  their  own  favour.  He  ^ 
was  informed  besides^  that  a  strong  measure  was  to  be  proposed 
firom  the  other  side  of  the  house,  to  put  the  catholics  on  a 
state  of  perfect  equality  with  the  protestants ;  and  if  it  did  not 
pass  this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  them  down* 
*  Lord  Temple  had  one  word  to  ofib*  in  answer  to  the  hoii^ 
gentleman  who  had  spoken  last  but  one,  and  a  little  to  the  lastt 
both  of  whom  had  pronounced  a  libel  on  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Irdaad,  a  lib^l  which  came  particularly  ill  from  the 
month  of  any  one  connected  with  that  country.  He  protested 
a^inst  ihe  princi{to  they  maintained,  and  against  the  libel 
^ey  had  thrown  out.  .  He  protested  also  against  the  doctrine^ 
that  because  he  and  his  hon.  friends  did  not  represent  Ireluu^ 
they  could  not  feel  for  that  country  as  warmly  as  the  hon* 
gentleman  (Dr..  Dnigenan.)  '  This*  was  a  charge  of  deficiency 
sot  only  in  the  duty  they  owed  to  all  the  empire,  but  a  direct 
charge  that  they  did  not  pay  the  same  attention  to  particular 
ports  of  it,  which  was  given  by  the  persons  representing  these 
parts.  He  was  sure  k  was  not  so,  and  he  was  happy  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  not  supported  in  hts  insinuation. by  bis  brethren 
at  that  side  of  the  honse.  If  he  and  his  .hon.  friends  had  not 
a  rij^ht  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  Irdand,  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  must  aQow  the  principle  a  reciprocal  -fbrce.  He  would 
here  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  the  in* 
stance  of  the  defence  bill  of  the  last  session^  which  was  enacted 
far  England^  contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  majority  of  the 
Enrlish  members^  and  on  which  the  representatives  of  Ireland^ 
«i4  he  believed  among  them  the  hon.  gentleman,  had  claimed 
and  exercised  a  full  right  of  givitig  their  votes.  This  by  the 
bf»  Now  fxn  the  hon.  gentleman's  arguments:  The  hon.  geiw 
tlieman,.  in  answer  to  ^  alledged  want  of  notoriety,  dted  9 
list  of  atrocities  which  appeared  to  astonish  those  in  &vour  o€ 
the  measure^  a&  much  as  diose  who  opposed  it.  It  would  be 
as  well,  whczi  the  hon.  gentleman  should  again  be  disposed  to 
kidttlffe  the  house  with  the  recital  of  such  a  catalogue,  if  he 
wonld  take  the  cpportunsty  at  the  time  the  mover  of  the  ad-> 
dress,  in  answer  to  his  majesty's  speech,  gave  a  floin-ishing  re» 
presentation  of  the  tranquility  of  Irdand ;  if  he  would  stop 
him,  and  set  him  right,  and  prevent  the  house  from  carrying 
t  fidsc  statement  to  the  foot  of  the  throne.    If  the  hon.  gen^ 
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ttetnan  was  scr  full  to  the  mouth  with  outrages  and  enormities^ 
he  should  not  sit  silent  on  an  occasion  like  that^  and  now,  £or 
the  £rst  time,  astonish  the  house  with  the  production  of  his 
bead*roU  of  iniquities.  If  half  what  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated  was  trae,  his  majest/s  ministers  were  most  negligent  in 
wutkrmg  his  majesty  to  take  leave  of  his  parliament  at  the 
dose  of  the  last  session,  or  to  ;neet  it  at  the  commencement  of 
this,  without  saying  one  word  on  the  subject  i  and  in  allowing 
the  parliament  to  go  to  the  throne,  with  an  address  so  little 
apposite.  If  no  evidence  could  be  had,  at  least  a  message 
hom  his  majesty  might  have  laid  a  parliamentary  ground  for 
the  discussion. 

Mr.  May,  in  explanation,  said>  he  allowed  the  loyalty  of 
the  north,  but  disaffection  existed  in  the  south*  The  lower 
class  of  the  people  was  ready  to  rise  at  any  time  the  aj^pear-^ 
ance  of  a  French  force  presented  the  opportunity,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  them  down  with  a  strong  hand :  a  religious 
banditti ;  he  did  not  mean  to  asperse  the  catholic  gentlemen 
who  weve  good,  loyal,  and  faithful  subjects,  but  a  low  mul««^ 
titude,  headed  by  as  low  and  ill  educated  a  clergy. 

Dr.  Dutgfftan  said,  that  he  had  not  denied  the  right  of  the 
Engl'Isb  gentlemen  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  Ireland ;  he 
had  only  contended,  that  he  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  Ireland. 

Lord  Temple  conceived  that  was  the  obvioos  deduction  firom» 
the  horn  gentleman's  arguments.  He  did  not  wish  to  give  the 
house  so  bad  an  entertainment  as  a  discussion  between  two 
gentlenaen,  on  a  point  which  had  so  rcqently  occurred ;  but  he 
beKeved  he  was  in  the  recollection  of  the  house,  when  he  de- 
scribed the  hon.  gentleman  as  representing  that  the  English 
members  had  Hot  the  same  regard  for  Ireland  that  he  had.  If 
he  was  wrong,  the  house  would  correct  him ;  and  he  was  the 
more  pasticular  as  to  the  expression,  as  he  woultt^  draw  this 
line  of  distinction  upon  it,  that  if  all  members,  from  all' parts' 
of  the  empire,  had  not  the  same  regard  for  every  parti  they 
were  not  fit  to  sit  together. 

•  Cohnct.  Hutchinson  lamented  that  the  liberty  of  spleech, 
iriuch  v^s  the  first  privileges  of  the  bouse,  had  been*  so  much; 
abused  and  degraded  by  the  utterance  of  things  which  every 
man  ought  to.  lament  living  heard.  The  mover  of  the  bill: 
most  certainly  know  that  the  non-nnewal^of  the  suspension^* 
would  have  been  less  mischievous  than^  the  language  whicH  had 
been  uttered  that  night,  if.  suffered  to  go  abroad.  Never  was 
any  language  more  unfixmded  or  unjustifiable,  or  more  incon* 
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sistent  #{rh  a  imeere  wisU  fer  t)ie  dfekgrity  adS  uiiiiufiiity  of 
the  empire,  iwiiich  rq>rcsfc!i\atk)n9  couM  not  £iii  to  embitter 
the  ntnds  ^of  a  people  agiiitod  a»d  divided  in  consecpienc^  of 
the  bad  system  by  which  they  had  been  governed  for  centuries. 
He  had  voted  for-the  original  motion ;  but  he  vras  of  opinion 
that  the  union  would  be  of  little  bendit  if  it  was'not  followed 
up  with  oehel*  marks  of  attention  to  Ireland  than  continued 
suspen^ons  of  the  habeas  corpus  act. 

'  LoH  H.  F^tty  begged  leave  to  set  himself  right  from  sotne 
mlswnd^rstahdings.  Ife  did  not  say,  that  notoriety  was  no 
ground)' but 'thaft  it  should  be  accompanied  with  great  anditn* 
knihent'  danger.  Notoriety  was  too  general  and  vague  a  term 
to  be  in  itsdf  sufficient  $  and  if  ever  there  was  a  doubt  how 
Indedsive  this  term  was>  the  various  metoings  that  had  been 
i^xed  t<o1t  that  night,  alfbrded  the  strongest  exemplification 
of  it.  The  represofttations  of  Ireiand  by  the  gentlemen  of 
that  triknitry  were  completely  at  variance,  ft  was  evident  from 
'  dil$^>  ho^  dangerous  it  was  for  parliament  to  lend  itself  to 
nere  representations;  and  for  himselfi  when  the  evidence  was 
doubtful,  he  preferred  that  which  went  to  maintain  the 
people  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberties  tl>  that  which  went 
to  deprive  them. 

The  question  being  now  put^  there  ai^eared  for  the  ori- 
ginal motion  -^  •  159        ' 
For  the  amendment               ^               «.  ^^4 


jDidjoumed  till  Monday. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  l8. 

The  Greenland  whale  fishery  bill  and  some,  other  bills 
were  brought  from  the  Commops,  and  read  a  first  time.   - 

A  message  was  brought  .from  the  Couimons,  stating  that 
they  had  authorised  Mr.  Cole  and  Sir  James  Stiewart  to  at- 
tend on  the  committee  of  their  lordshipsi  according  tx>  the 
request  in  their  message  of  the.  a8th  January  last. 

MR*  JUDGE  FOX. 

Lord  Gremnlle  $atd»  that,  before  their  lordships  adjourned^ 
there  was  a  point  to  which,  as  he  conceived  it  to  be  of  .jthe 
hicrhest  importance,  he  wished  to  call  tbcir  attention.  The 
supject  to  which  he  alluded  was  .the  accusation  pending  in 
th4t  hau3C>;QA  a  judge  in  apotJicr  part  of  the  united  ikipg- 
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xldoi,  who  was  diarged  with  acts  of  improper  conduct,  hot 
of  a  general  nati^ef  but  in  his  judicbd  capacity.  He  was 
not  perfectly  certain  whether  it  would  be  necessary  for  him 
to  make  any  motion  to  the  bouse  on  the  subject ;  all  he 
m^m  at  present  was  to  submit  certain  ideas  which  had  oc- 
curred to  him,  on  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  in  so  inv 
portant  and  unprecedented  a  business  $  and  if  the  house 
should  be  of  opinion  that  they  were  of  any  weight,  to  sug* 
gest  how  £ir  it  might  be  proper  to  give  £irther  time  for 
digesting  them,  and  to  appoint  another  day  for  taking  the 
sense  of  the  house  on  the  mode  of  proceeding  which  ought 
ultimately  to  be  adopted.  The  house,  he  conceived,  lay 
under  great  obligations  to  a  noble  and  learned  lord  (the  lord 
chancellor)  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  the  business  on  a 
former  night ;  for  by  that  learned  lord^s  suggestions  they  had 
been  prevented  from  proceeding  with  that  precipitation  which 
would  have  been  so  unbecoming  in  a  matter  of  so  grave  and 
deliberate  a  nature*  HappHy  mr  this  country,  the  present 
was  the  first  instance,  since  the  judges  of  the  land  hM  been 
put  beyond  the  control  of  the  servants  of  the  crown,  and 
were' only  subject  to  the  remonstrance  of  both  houses  of  par* 
Uament,  by  an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  for  their  re- 
moval from  their  situations,  that  an  accusation  of  this  kind 
had  been  preferred  to  parliament.  It  therefore  became  an 
object  of  no  common  consideration,  that  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding should  be  consistent  with  that  respect  which  was 
due  to  the  judicial  character,  to  the  public  justice  of  tha 
country,  to  the  dignity  of  that  house,  and  that  it  should 
hold  out  a  precedent  worthy  of  being  handed  down  to  our 
successors.  Considering  the  case  in  this  point  of  view,  he 
regretted  that  when  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had,  on  a 
fonner  occasion,  thrown  out  those  observations  on  tha  form 
of  proceeding,  for  which,  in  his  opinion,  he  was  so  de- 
servedly entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  house,  he  had  been 
confinal  by  so  severe  an  indisposition  as  to  render  it  impos- 
siUe  for  mm  to  attend.  On  considering  the  matter  fully, 
and  he  assured  the  house  it  had  occupied  a  considerable  share 
of  his  thoughts,  it  occurred  to  him,  that  the  house  was  not 
proceeding  in  the  manner  which  the  nature  and  gravity  of 
the  accusation  seemed  to  merit.  This  was  not  a  charge  of 
tommon  or  ordinary  magnitude,  but  one  against  a  judge  for 
actings  in  his  official  capacity.  The  question  therefore  ^as, 
ought  an  accusation  of  such  a  nature  to  originate  in  that 
bouse  ?  It  was  to  be  remarked,  that  it  was  not  to  thfm  as  a  ~ 
Vol.  L  1805.  Hr  r  court 
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court  of  judicature,  that  the  right  of  addreistpg  jtbe  king 
fop  the  reqf\oyal  of  ^07  of  the  judges  of  the. land  was  en- 
trusted. That  was  a  power  vested  in  the  two  house*  of  par- 
liameut)  as  the  legislature  of  the  country.  The  regular  mode 
of* proceedings  he  therefol:e,s^braittcd9  wasi  that  an.accusa* 
tioB»  sych  as  the  present  waS)  should  originate  in  the  othes 
liQL>se>  that  gr?ind  national  inquest.  If  grounds  sufBcient  to 
warrant  the  (harge  were  there  made  out»  it  would  come  be- 
fore their  lordships,  by  articles  qf  impeachment,  and  they 
would- then  be  called  on  with  propriety  to  exercise  their 
judicial  capacity.  But  if  the  matter  were  to  originate  wkh 
that  houset  and  they»  after  having  been  the  accusers,  were 
to  be  called  on  to  act  as  judges,  the  dilemma  in  which  tbef. 
must  find  themselves  placed  would  be  such  as  they  were 
$tron^Iy  called  on  if  possible  to  avoid.  Even  if  an  address 
were  to  be  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  be  latterly  agreed  on 
by  both  houses,  he  conceived  that  house  having  the  privi«> 
Iqge.  cif,  examining  witnesses  en  oath,  it  would  have  an  zp*- 
pearance  of  greater  solemnity  that  they  should  close  the  in^ 
Testigation  rather'  than  that, .  alter  they  had  proceeded  oi^ 
path,  the  other  house  should  conclude  the  business  merely  on 
assertion,  and  should,  even  from  that  circumstance,  refuse  to 
Concur  in  the  address.  His  lordship  should  therefore  propose, 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  for  six  weeks  or  two  months^ 
that  time  might  be  given  for  the  business  to  proceed  in  the 
other  house ;  if  not,  that  it  might  then  be  revived  in  that  \ 
or,  if  their  lordships  wished  to  consider  bf  the  matter,  that 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  do  stand 
(or  some  future  day. 

:.  Lord  Haivieihry  regretted  that  the  noble  lord  had  delayed 
so  long  to  state  his  objections  to  the  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  had  been  resorted  to.  He  was,  however,  of  opinion 
that  the  business,  Mad  properly  originated  in  that  house. 
Both  houses  of  parliament  were  equally  competent  to  origi- 
nate meastircs  of  general  legislation,  though  ,parttcular  de-» 
partments  had,  frpm  particular  causes,  become  more  properly 
the  privilege  of  either  house.  Thus  revenue,  and  every 
thin^  connected  with  it,  uniformly  originated  in  the  com- 
mons. Divorcei^,  and  other  matters  more  properly  of  a  legal 
nature,  *as  he  presumed  the  present  case  to  be,  were,  by  prac- 
tice, regarded  as  more  fit  to  originate  with  their  lordships  4 
and  for  this  he  could  see  the  very  best  reason.  In  that  house 
they,had  the  assistance  of  noble  lords  more  peculiarly  calcu- 
lated to  judge  on  zuch  questions,  and  they  might  even  call 
.  ..  .in 
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in  the  ixA  of  the  judges.  '  When  opposed  to  these  Wvaiw 
ta^esy  the  suggestions  of  tl^e  noble  lord  opposite,  though  he 
confessed  they  had  some  influence,  did  not  weigh  in  his  mind  f 
and,  as  the  matter  had  proceeded  so  far,  he  thought  a  regard 
to  the  feelmgs  of  the  accused,  and  to  the  public  justice  of  the 
country^  required  that  they  ought  to  proceed  without  delay;' 
He  bad  no  objection,  however,  if  the  noble  lordixrished  it^' 
that  the  house  should  take  till  Thursday,  or  some  other  eariy  ' 
day,  to  consider  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord;  : 

Juirl  (  ar/islf  supported  the  opinion  of  Lord  GrenviUe. 

The  'Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  as  the  committee  stood  for  ' 
that  night,  it  Would  be  necessary  in  point  of  orde^,  to  move 
that  It  be  revived  on  Friday.  He  had  no  objection  to  thcr 
delay.  He  rather  thought  the  noble  lord  entitled  to  tbaiiks 
for  his  conduct.  It  shewed  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  that 
house,  to  pay  every  attention  to  that  control  over  the  judges 
of  the  land,  with  which  parliament  h^  been  invested.  For 
one,  however,  he  thought  thajt  their  lordships  having  pHv- 
ceeded  so  far  oiight  now  to  go  on.  He  was,  however,  by 
no  means  adverse  to  the  discussion  of  the  point  of  foi^m,  if 
the  noble  lord  chose  to  bring  it  forward  on  Tuesday. 

Lord  GrenvilU  denied  the  charge  made  against  him  by 
Lord  Hawkesbury^  of  a  wish  to  delay  the  business.  He  war 
conscious  of  being  actuated  by  no  such  motive.  He  was 
quite  unconnected  with  the  parties  on  both  sides,  and  was 
alone  induced  tp  say  what  had  occurred  to  hirfi  from  a  sense 
6f  duty.  It  was  no  wish  of  his  to  agitate  tlie  question,  if  t\xt 
house  did  not  think  it  deserving  of  attention. 

Lord  Uawkesbury  explained. 

The  Duh  of  Clarence  having  been  informed  by  the  Lord* 
Chancellor  of  the  object  of  the  committee,  which  was  fixed 
fpr  Friday,  intimated  his  intention  of  opposing  its  proceed* 
in^  farther  in  the  husiness,  and  of  bringing  forward,  oa  , 
Thursday,  the  subject  which  hud  been  suggested  by  Lord 
Grenville. 

The  lords  were  accordingly  ordered  to  be  summoned  for 
that  day. 

Lord  King  again  brought  forward  his  motions  for  an  ac» 
count  of  the  number  of  persons  arrested  and  in  custody  under 
the  habeas  corpus  saspeit^lon  act ;  of  those  tried,  and  of 
those,  who  bad  been  discharged,  with  the  conditions  under 
which  they  had  been  dilcliargcd. 

To  the  latter  words  Lord  Hawkcsbury  again  objected. 

Lord  GrertvUte  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  nobte* 
lord's  refusal  to  comply  with  so  reasonable  a  request,  at  a 

R  r  a  time 
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time  yAien  it  was  proposed  to  continue  the  suspension  of  tlxat 
«cC'  without  any  reason  whatever  being  assigned  for  it.  He 
llunild,  therefore^  take  the  sense  of  their  lordships- on.  the 
subject  in  a  more  crowded  house* 

Lord  King  also  gave  notice  of  motipn^,  similar  to  those 
he  had  tfiade  last  year,  for  the  amount  of  English  and  Irish 
bank  notes  in  circulation  ;  and  for  the  amount  of  the  money 
sent  firom  England  to  Ireland,  during  the  iast  year,  with  the 
names  of  the  persoifs  to  whom  sent. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COWMONS, 

MONDAY,    FJJBRU A RY  l3. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  accounts  of  the  effective 
strength  of  the  royal  garrison  battalionsj  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

-  In  compliance  with  their  lordships'  request,  expressed  some 
thne  since,  Sir  J.  Stewart  had  leave  given  him  to  attend  the 
committee,  on  the  charges  against  Mr.  Justice  Fux,  if  he 
thought  fit,  and  a  message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  their 
lordships,  acquainting  them  with  the  same.  #    . 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Francis,  the  order  for  the  papers 
relative  to  India,  which  he  moved  for  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  was  discharged,  and  it  was  ordered  in  lieu, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house,  copies  of  all  correspond 
dence  that  had  passed  between  The  British  government  inlndia^i 
and  the  king  of  Delhi,  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Bassein. 

^Ir.  Bulleyy  from  the  exchequer,  brought  some  aceoiuits» 
which  wiere  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Creevey^  the  accounts  presented  in 
April  last,  of  the  duties  on  the  exports  and  imports  of  the 
Isle  of  Man  from  1 798  to  1 804,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pickihson  presented  the  letters  and  papers  relative  tOr 
Sir  Home  Popham,  moved  for  by  Mr.  Kinnaird,  which  wcrcr. 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  quarantine  bill  was  brought  up,  several 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  further  consideratioa 
postponed  till  the  n<xt  day. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  mutiny  hill 
was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  deferred  till 
Friday. 

Sir  J^n  Newport  gave  notice,  that  on  Thursday  be  would 
move  lor  further  papers  relative  to  pensions  on  the  Irish  estei- 
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blishmafit ;  atid'also  for  acccfdnts  of  tKe  compensa(ti($tis.  duit 

had  been  made  for  boroughs  iii  Irdiand. 
Sir  C.  P(^Af  observed,  that  the  t«ith  report  from  the  c6izh  ; 

missioners  of  naval  inquiry,  whith  had  been  bid  befprc  the 

house,  was  unaccompanied  by  the  proper  signatial-d;;  h^_ 

therefore,  moved,  that  leave  be  given  totnthdraw  it,  to  <Mxler 

to  its  being  presented  in  a  more  accurate  and  authentic  maii--.  ^ 

ncr.     Leave  was  given- 
Mr.  ^ilf^r^/r^  brought  up  the  report  of  the  comsmtee  of 

supply.    The  resolutions  were  severally  read  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Brooke  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  cUy  sabmk 

a  motion  lo  the  house,  concerning  the  passcogps  and  private 

properly  detained  in  the  Spanish  frigates*    . 

THE   BUDG£T. 

The  house  now  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  <if  ways 
and  means  for  raising  the  supply.  The  several  accounu 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  house  were  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  die  committed 

The  CimtKMr  rfAe  Excbequer^Tht  first  article  of  supply 
that  has.been  voted^  to  ^ribich  I  shall  call  the  attemion  of  the 
committee,  is  the  supply  for  the  naval  service  i  the  total 
amount  of  what  has  been  already  voted^  exclusive  of  the  suih 
of  390,0001.  lor  ordnance  sea  service,  is  i^fi^^jS^ol.  exceed- 
mg  by  2^tioo;oool.  the  amount  of  what  was  voted  last  year 
for  the  aame  service.  The  excess  has  arisen  irom  the  sum  of 
i,8oo,oool«  for  the  expences  attending  the  20,000  additional 
seamen  voted  diis  year,  and  for  the  mcrease  in  the  extraor- 
dinanes  and  transport  service.  The  next  article  of  s«:q>{dy  is 
the  army  ^  there  has  been  already  voted  under  this  head,  the 
snm  of  io,ooo,oool.  for  guards,  garrison,  militia,  &c.  I  will 
not -detain  the  committee  by  going  over  the  different  items* 
buttdttA  retnam  still  two  articles  lo  be  voted,  die  estimate 
of  the^eixtraordinaries,  and  of  the  expenc^rs  of  the  volunteer 
corpf;  in  the  lattar  article  there  may  be  some  small  diminu- 
tioiSi  ■  but  I  will  take  the  amount  at  i,ibo,ood.  The  extra- 
ordinaries  I  calculate  to  amount  to  the  same 'as  last  yeat^ 
3,6tfGKOOol.  These  t^o  items,  added  to  the  total  of  ten  mil*- 
UoD^y  madt«  an  aggregate'  sum,  exclusively  of  the  expence 
under  the  same  h^  for  &e)and»  of  14,778,3911.  which  is 
an  exceeding  beybnd  the  last'  year  of  about  300,1001.  For 
Ireland,  vnder  the  head  of  army,  there  has  been  ^ready 
voted  the  sum  of  2,838,060!*  To  these  remain  to  be  voted 
the  tarn  of  500,0^.'  and  the  same  sum  for  the  expence  of 
vohniteer  corpi}-  making  the  whole  amount  for  Ireland 

3,838,506!. 
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3338,5061.    The  total  amount  of  the  votes' for  the  anhyV 
Sicreforc,   for  both  countries  will  be   18,616,897!.     The 
total  m^ovaxty  under  the  same  head  of  service  for  last  year, 
vas  i9»ii8»oooL    The  next  service  is  the  ordnance;  the 
aoQOutU  for  England  is  4,2469994]. ;  for  Ireland  6oo,oooL 
mailing  a. total  of  4,846,994] •     Under  the  head  of  miscel* 
laneous  services,  has  been  already  voted  for  England  the  sum 
of  6il^oool.  but  some  further  sums,  remain  to  be  voted, 
'ihich  will  make  the  total  for  England  8oo,oool.     The  liiis. 
eellaneous  services  for  Ireland,  including  those  usual  perma-- 
sent  grants  in  consequence  of  the  union,  amount  to  650,000!. 
maiding,  the  total  for  the  two  countries,  1,450^000!.    The 
total  amount  of  these  articles  of  supply,  which  I  have  enu- 
mer;;ted»  is  39»559f52il.    But  there  is  another  article  of  sup* 
ply  to/which,  though  I  shall  not  call  upon  the  committee  to 
vote  it  at  present,  I  shall  still  take  the  liberty  of  requesting 
the  attention  o£  the  house.    This  article  is  one  counted 
with  a  subject  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  interests,  hot 
only  of  this  country,  but  of  Europe.     Gentlemen  are  aware 
tjxat  we  have  been  engaged  in  a  continental  intercourse  and 
correspondence,  with  a  view  to  objects  which  we  must  all 
admit  ta  be  of  the  highest  moment.    Sir,  I  have  felt  the. 
sincerest  satis&ction  at  finding  a  general  conviction  on  tlie 
Ipart  of  this  house,  that  the  ultimate  security  of  this  country 
h  materially  and  intimately  connected  with  the  security  c^ 
the  continent.     It  must  be  the  wish  of  every  man  who  hears 
one,  that  that  intercourse  and  correspondence  should  be  so 
prosecuted  as  to  restore  peace  upon  grounds  calculated  to 
produce  and  establish  that  ultimate  security  which  is  the  ob- 
ject of  aQ  Qur  wishes  and  all  our  efforts.     But  seeing  what 
we  do  see,  and  knowing  what  we  do  know,  it  would  indeed 
be  rash  and  presumptuous  in  us  to  entertain  an  expectation 
that  that  great  object  can  be  attained  without  fur*  her  s  crifices 
on  our  part.     I  will  not  go  into  details  upon  the  subject  at- 
present;  they,  will  more  properly  belqng  to  a  future  discus^ 
sion ;  but  feeling  it  to  be  my  duty  not  to  postpone  the  gene- 
ral 8U{^ly  for  the  service  of  the  year,  I  have  thought  it  to 
be  of  eitreme  importance  to  make  such  an  addition  to  it 
as  to  enable  his  niajesty  to  afford,  with  effect,  any  sue* 
cours  which  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  afford;  with 
that  view,  I  shall  propose  to  grant  a  further  sum  of  sup«» 
ply  to  his  majesty  to  enable  him  to  carry  such  grants  into 
f^ct  to  the  amount  of  five  miilions.    This,  added  ta  the 
total  amount  of  supply  which  I  kavc  already  had  the  honour 

of 
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oF  stating  wil)  make  the  joint  cl^arge  6f  the  tyro  couft* 
tries,  unoer  *^thc  head  supply^  44,559,52  ih  But  the  com- 
mittee know,  that  from  tlus  gross  sito  there  must  be  deducted 
two  seventeenths  which  Ireland  is  bound  t6  pay,  and  tWo  sc* 
venteenths  also  of  the  civil  list,  and  other  charges  on  the 
consolidated  fund,  not  relating  to  the  public  debt.  The  two 
seventeenths  of  the  gross  amount  of  supply,  •  amount^  to 
5,24^,2961.  and  the  two  seventeenths  for  the  civil  list,  and 
the  charges  on  the  codsolidated  fund^  to  ido,8ofil;  malang 
a  total  of  5,403,io2L  Thw  sum,  therefore,  is  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  of  44j559>52i1.  ;  leaving  a  total  of 
supply  for  Great  Britain  alone  of  39,156,4191.  But,  »ir,  it 
is  also,  necessary  to'  take  notice:  of  some  s^arate  charges 
which  are  to  be  added  to  that  amount,  and  which  do  odt  be- 
long to  Ireland  There  is  a  sum  which  I  shall  propose  to  vote 
of  one  million  on  account^  towards  the  discharge  of  a  debt 
due  to  the  Kast  India  company.  A  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  examination  of  the  accounts ;  but  I  am  in*  , 
clined  to  think,  that  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  provide  one 
million  now.,  'ihere  is  besid<^a  sum,  for  the  deficiency  of 
the  malt  duty  in  1803,  amounting  to  320,000!. :  there  is  ako  a 
further  sum  to  be  added,  to  complete  the  payment  of  claims 
from  America,  amounting  to  414,0601.  In  addition  to  this^ 
there  is  ;o  be  added  the  deficiency  of  the  sum  voted  last  year 
on  the  growing  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fluid.  That  sur« 
plus  was  taken  at  five  millions,  but  it  appears  that  there  was  a 
considerable  diminution  of  revenue  in  some  articles.  But 
when  the  committee  consider  the  average  produce  of  the  re- 
venue for  the  three  years,  they  will  see  that  the  dimiiiution  is 
not  so  discouraging  as  it  may  appear  at  first.  It  seems  that  the 
calculation  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  consolidated  fund 
layst  year,  was  made  upon  the  former  year,  a  year  of  almost 
unexampled  producej  the  diminution,  therefore^  will  appear 
to  be.  greater  on  that  account.  The  deficiency  amounts  611 
tfkc  whole  to  the  sum  of  2,8oo,oool.  making  the  amount  of 
these  separate  charges  which  I  have  enumerated,  4,534,ooolJ 
which,  added  to  the  former  sum  of  39))56,4X9l.  makes  a* 
l^nnd  total  of  supply  for  England  alone  of  43,690,419!.  But 
tor  the  convenience  of  gentlemeti  I  vill  enumerate  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  supplies. 

Navy,  exclusive  of  390,0001.  ordnance  sea  service  14,645,630 

Armv    •    •      ^England       -    £i4*71^>39^\   ,8  6i6^fc 
Army    •    •     ^Ireland.      r         3>838,5o6/   ^^>^^9^k 

*  "    ^      •  Ordnance 
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^,246,994 

'600,^00^ 

1650,006^ 


jEogland 
tlreland 


* "  Further  extrjuldiimy  txpcnccs  * 

\  Joint  cibargei  England  ^nd  It*eland        •> 
'y^tkdtut'cai  accDcmt  of  Indand,  as  hdovr 


r .-     .,.,*..  .A^.  EtiglattdV  separate  charges. 

&st  India  company       •-*     •  -      '  1,000,000 

Dcficfehcy  of  mak,  1803  -         320,000 

To  complete  the  payment  of  Ame- 

*.  '  rkan  awards        -        -  4i4>ooo 

•Dfeiiciency  of  5,000,000!.  voted  as 

^  surphis  of  consolidated  fund,  to 

5th  April,  1805        -        -  2,*oo,ooo 

Total,  England 
Dcdtrct,   on  account  of  Ireland, 

».i7ths  of  the  above  sum  of 
*    44>5S9S5^»1-        -        -  5,242j29tf 

Deduct  also  2^  1 7ths  of  i  f'i66y'^;  1 1. 

for  civil  list  and  other  charges 

on  consolidated  fundj  not  re* 

hting  to  public  debt        -  i6o,9o6 


5>403jJo2 


[GoMM6frt» 
4>84<$i994 

39'S59»5«« 
'  5,000,000 

44»559»5^i 
5,403,102 

39,156,41^ 


4,534,000 
43»^o>4t9 


^  VTATS  AND  MEANS* 

I  proceed  nowj  snr,  to  the  ways  and  means  for  raising  this 
sopply.  The  first  article  is  the  duty  on  malt,  and  the  personal 
l^tate  duty,  2,750,0001.  The  next  is  the  surplqis  of  way^and 
means  of  the  last  year.  Upon  this  subject,  I  think  it  ncces* 
lary  to  give  some  explanation  to  the  committtse.  It  appears 
by  the  disposition  paper  which  has  been  laid  before  the  housed 
♦hat  there  is  a  surplus  of  123,1461.  a  sum  of  navy  debt  of 
Inwards  of  >20,oooL  Theire  is  also  the  sum  of  p3i,oook 
trat  of  the  vote  of  crtxlit  for  the  naval  service,  which  is  to  b^ 
Lto  what  was  not  called  for  by  the  end  of  December 

1804. 
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^a&dlaei  bills  increase,  with  the  services  thqre  is  a  lif|6r'suii|^ 
of  biDs  at  the  fn^,^,  <^C  J^isaiv     Tb^ , result  .thfripforcb,  thstf^ 
there  h  a  stipj  of  upwards  of  igK)|9poi. 'n<it  r<nai§t'fori 
I.i»z8S»qqqI.'.w3s  only  calkd  for^  iixduding  the  vptq  of,  credit 
pi  ^ii^^iooh    3ut  still  of  course,  though  not '  called  for^i^ 
there  U  aa  Increa^  of  del^t  tothat  sMPput^  ,  jBi^  a](ter  4t 
tbcre.jiriUjreimin  a  surplus  pf  tiie.ways  an4^mcah^  of  118041^ 
to  the  amount  of  i,i92|i  15I. «  It  may  here  be^prppq:  ^p^.fay^ 
that  the  amount  of,  the  n^vy  ,4^bt  js  less^ttvitn  jt  wag,  at  o^tyT; 
periods  of  the  former  war,.    'Phc  next  article!  proceed  to  it* 
the  ;surf>}iis  of  the  consolidated  fund  to  the  5th  April'  i8p(^. 
ta  considering  this  partofthe  j^bjecti*!  shall  pursue  the* 
plan  pf  taking^he  amount  df  tne  perman^t  ta^^-fof^thf^, 
years,  and  setting  against  them  the  a^iount  of  th^.pern)anea(:\ 
charges.    The  total  amount  of  the  t^xes  for  three  yearg,  p^*, 
elusive  of  the  years  1803  *"^  1804,  which  were  years  when 
additions  w^re  made  tq  th^pc^,  yr^  ^o,599j9ooL  making  01^, 
the  average  a  sum  of  30,199,0001.  for  each  year|,iawhiclv 
are  included  the  additipnal  duties  on  sugars,  malti  and  to«^ 
hacco,  ^ich  produced  a  large  temporary  amount,  against 
wliicli  I  set  two  millions  .of  exchequer  bills  voted}  this  will 
make  the  average  of  ea^h^year  28,199,0001.    The  duties  im- 
posed in   1803  and   1804  produce^,  1,315,0001.' which  wi^^ 
make  the  average  29,514,000!.  ,  But  there  is  aji*  addition  to. 
the  consolidated  fund  of  1,381,0001  fropn  treland  /or  t^at^ 
part  of  the  d^bt  with  which  sh^  is  charged  3  there  are  also" 
two  other  anicf es,  which  will  make  the  whple.  si^n  to  \>p 
added  2,866. oool.  making  the  whole  amoupt  of  ayei;ag^,^j]| 
each  year  32,381,0001.   .Against this  I  have  only,  to  state  the 
sum  of  28,032,000!.  of  permanent  charge  for  us,  that  is,  thQ 
interest  of  the  debt,  charges  of  management,  &c.  26,692,6001,^ 
the  civil  list,  960,0001.;  charges  adued  to  the  consoUdatedf 
fiiEui,  380,0001.  making  altogether  the  sum  I  have  stated  of 
%8:^3a,ooaK.  which  leaves  a  sum  of  4,349,0001.  to  be  carried, 
^%  tbe'>probable  amount  of  the  consolidated  fund«    I  have, 
taken  the  av<9^ge  of  three  year^,  and  taken  also  the  de^ciepcy 
of  last  year,  arising  from  causes  which  I  cannot  biitcQps^der 
as  temporary^    It  proceeded  in  a  great  measure  from'  stock  In 
hand  having  .been  taken  in  malt,  spirits,  tea,  atvd  wine..In  the 
article  wine  this  operated  in  a  double  capacitT}  for  first,  the 
fluty  was  lowered  with  a  notice  that  it  would -be  increased  at 
ibe  end  of  the  year.    The  cohsei^ueace  of  this  was,  that  per* 
V#uL  1S05.  Ss.  .  '.«9qy 
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fim  ltti4  jH  ^  Ws^  Stock  before  the  increase  ^took  place, 
bis  ^diciency  ar^se^  ai^^I  saidj  J^oin  causes  in  their  nature 
fecnporary^  zfii  therefore  t  ^lalf  on  a  future  dxj^  propose  to 

flake 'the  "ddfy  on  wine  permaincnt,  having' no  reason  to 
5ubt  that  thesip  fluctuations'  will  ?e^e.  But  after  all,  the 
Cdtal  ditfer^act  (jf.the  deficiency^  of  last  year,  and  the  avera^ 
.6f ^tV^  ](feir^  isi  not  more  than  i,2oo,oool.  Gentlemen, 
ji^ereft^rej  t  am  sure^  will  not  be  disposed  to  think  this  so 
A^t  a^flutt'uation;  But  1  shall  only  take  credit  for  four  mil- 
jSons,^  is  .the  surolus  of  the  consolidated  fund  to  the  5  th  of 
^^igrU  iio6l  •  Tnc  next  article  is  the  property  duty,  and  other 
i*rar  tkxes.  .'f  he  war  taxes  were  taken  last  year  at  nine  mil- 
lions, but  I  shall  take  credit  only  for  8j3oo,ooo1.  It  must 
1st  a  source  of  gfcat  satisfacttoil  to  the  country,  that  the  war 
t^es  ire  not  so  likely  to  realize  neiarly  the  amount  at  which 
they  were  estimated.  The  property  tax,  I  find,  produced 
hst  year  the  sum  of  4,6oo,bool.  But  the  year  1804  has  not 
x^d^esved  all  its  benefits,  a  part  has  not  come  in,  and  may  be 
^fefrayel  by  exchequer  bills*,  in  like  manner  what  is  granted 
for  tKis  year  is  applicable  to  the  next  year,  and  M'hat  may  be 
(jue.wiltl  remain  for  exchequer  bills.  Adding  the  4,6oo,ooc$l. 
this,  year  to  what  13  due,  die  amount  under  the  head  of  pro- 
perty tax  will  be  i5,5oo,ocol.  I  therefore  take  that  as  the 
itnount  of  the  property  tax  for  the  present  year.  Biit  sf iH  I 
fed  it  to  be  my  duty,  however  rehictant  I  maybe  to  do  it,  to 
propose  to  the  country,  (above  the  interest  which  it  may  be 
neoes^ary  to  provide  for  the  loan),  by  a  great  exertion  of  its 
fl|>irit  and  jts  vigour,,  to  keep  down  as  much  as  possible  the 
•eciimiilation  of  the  public  debt;  a  system,  the  benefits  of 
^hich  are  felt  niore  ahd  more  every  year,  and  which  we  had 
'xlieVet  nx>re  pccasibA  to  doritemplate  with  satisfaction  than  we 
lUve 'at  presents. when  ^e  consider  the  terms  on  which  we 
lla^e  negotiated  the  lean;  which  I  arranged  finally  this  morzi- 
iti^,  subject,  pf  course,  to  the  approbation  and  ratification  of 
thi^  h(^usie,  t  sliajl  now  pr6pose  the  addition  of  i-^th,  or 
3d,  in  ts^-of  the  pfoperty  tax,  which  I  calculate  will  produce 
i,t5;o,oool. .  This  will  make  the  whole  amount  of  the  war 
t(^xes  atid  property  ta^  15,750,6001.  In  addition  to  this  I 
shall  take  credit  for  300,000!.  by* the  lottery.  To  this  is  to 
be  iddcd,  the  loan  for  Engiafnd  separately,  of  20,ooo,oool. 
f  will  now  r^jq^^tulate  the  different  items  of  ways  and  mcani?. 
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.•5j45*9QO.  \  .       .'-! 
Property  ispt       -      .-       -  ^^3001009  >      ^  j 

Sorpliis  consoIidiM  fimd  to  5tli  Aprils  lio^  j  -  >  «fao.i^>ffR|^ 
Lottery  -.  -  -  .  ,.  •  ^,  ^,  *  3^>0itfq^ 
Surplus  and  ways  and  ;ai<$^)<i  )|04  - ,  ,f  2|i99f  i  ^5 
Iowa        -        -        -      -- 1      •  --<*'.  ad,qoQi^#f 

Total  wayi  and  means       -^  i   4J>$)9flixf5 
TotJ$uppli»-      -        -.  :     :^3j69iDi4]^ 

TUs  vHl  be  a  surplus  pf  jHrays  ;tfiMi  TOa^ 

beyond  the  supply,  of  •         ...        301^^^ 

There  is  a  further  sum  for  the  service  of  Irdahd,  bhe  inU- 
lion  of  which  I  propose  to  rafse  in  Ireland,  and  two  millions 
and  a  half  in  Efi^and^  the  tw6  millions  and  a  b^C  ^dU  be" on 
the  sametennsas  the  loan  for  die  service  of  Englandi  thouA 
the  interest  for  that  sum,  as  well  as  of  the  one  mtUioia  to  tie 
raised  in  Ireland,  will  betabe  provided  bj  Irekthd* 

THE  LOAN.         .,  : 

I  have  nQ9r«  sir,  to  state  to  the  committee  the  terms  VEpCn, 
whidi  thckwnhas  b^nncgodatedr  Tbeyare  for  every  loi^ 
subscribed  to  give  to  the  subscriber  i5pL  3  per  cents.  apd«i^ 
in  tlie  redwooQ  ereating  1 7VI.  stock  for  every  lool.  bonrowed. 
In  the  is^t  year  ten  millions  were.aaised  jn  the  same  stock, 
creating  a. capital  of  idali^^^ockifor  each  1991.^ borrowed,  j  wfi 
liave)  tfaorelorei  tbe^ati«fectfon  to  find^  t^at  ^ve  have  ntff^ 
iiateda  loan  more  than  double  the  amoi^it  at  ^  capital  less  by 
ten  p6r  cent;  than  the  capital  created  kst  jwar*  :T]^is  f:iiv- 
cumstance  is  to  be  attributed,  £rst,  to  she  prosperity  of  the 
coimtry,  asid  secondly  tp  the  firauiess  of  parliament,  in  |co^ 
senting  to  furnish  so  large  a  sum  within  the  jear,  and  to  the 
progress  o£  the  sinking:  fuii4»  -which  is  alfc^dy  found  to  he 
rapidly  repaying  the  country  (ok  the  sacrifices  ft  h^  r-esolved 
to  make.  The  interest  upon  iht  loan  is  l^  by  six  ydiiUii^gs 
than  the.  interest  upon  the  last-loam.  In  refinfe^ce  to  the  price 
«f  the  stock,  I  think  that  eighteen  shillings  and  a  fraction 
beyond  the  price  at  which  the  stocks,  closed  on  Saturday  is  the 
bcaias }  t9  that  must  be  added  the  usual  aHoyrance  of  five  per 

S  s  2  cent« 
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^ehk^fir  diitousron  prompt  paijiheiit.*  Bitt4^  UteoB  if  they 
do  not  pay  at  lonee  is  ak>ttt  3L  ts#  <$d;  Thb-bargam,  I  ain 
•ur^  Aty  wil>  be 5itiifitctQr]r  to  the  coimtry;  it  wiR  also  be 
aatiaiactorj  tothe  country  smd  to  the  hooae  to  hear,  what  I 
have  kamt  sittee  A  came  into  the  house,  that  the  bargain  is 
likely  to  be  a^i^aoiagecHis  to  the  contractors.  We  must  all 
MliappjrKrtaartfaat  what  is  fair  and  frugal  to  the  country 
%Hl.be«^  and  ^Kl^ruitageous'.tb  the  contractors.  I  shaJl  now 
woceed  to  state  the  additional  annual  charges  that  will  be 
.&^ted>b^  theioan,  and  by  the  fund  created  tor  die  payment 
tf  the  loyalty  holdors.  The  interest  on  the  twenty  millions  is 
•^.  ^^*'^.  per  tent,  but  including  the  sinking  fund  it  will  be 
8L^i^6.6d(  Tht  interest  on  the  Idan  Will  be  1,376^0001  To 
flUs  'tff^tiftrbe  added  the  charge^  of- management ;  the  3  per 
tents  created  for  loyalty  holders,  amounting  with  the  interest 
of  the  loan,  to ^,53 7,1911.  For  this  sum  it  wilMie 'necessary 
tlipiKwideby    ' 

-i.»'    •'••   M  *«-  ^  - »    ■   ■  •..         .*.... 

en.-...    •         ...".     ..       ^'5w  .TAXES.  ,   . 

ri>L  shall'  Am  ^-propose  an  addition. of  one  penny  on  eaich 
«|pgle  letter  sent  by  ths|pieralpdst>ad|  pp(»i double ktiers^i 
4md'34,  on  ti%Ue  letters.  I  am  novable.to  make  any  precise 
calculationiof^hframotiat.of  thi&tax..Ia  the,same  way  I  shall 
propose  an  addition  upon  letters  carried  to  the  vicinity  of 
London  by  the  twopenny  po$V\  the  addition  will  be  one 
fptniij. '  I  stikW  also  suggest  the  propriety  (^  imposing  ah  ad* 
*ditxonal  duty  of  id.on  foreign  letters^  I  estimate  the  produee 
tiFthis  tax  a^  •230,6001. 

'  ^  The  next  is  a  tax  upo*i  stK.  •  The  addition  I  propose  is,  to 
«aSjd  'five  shiRii^sa  bushel  tb  the  ten^  shilling^  now  paid.  On 
'tKe'averagi^  bf  three  years,'!  calculate  the  ptodtxc  of  this 
"tax-  at  the^  sum  of  490,0001.  In  this  arricle,  we  carry  on  a 
great  export  ftide  to  Europe,  and  I  have  erery.  reason  to 
"belie^b,  that*  the  foreign  markets  cannot  be  supplied  on 
^fiieapcr  teniif'by  any  other  nation.  The  addition  I  pfopose 
•tiri  the  expert  of  salt,  is  stX'^pence  a  bushel.  '  I  estimate  the 
jproduce  of  this  duty  at.8o,<3NboK 

The  next  Is  an  addition  to  the  tax  upon  horses  kept  lor 
^pleasure,  and  for  ^  the  purposes  of  husbandry.  On  horsea 
kept  for  ^easur6)  I  propose  to'addeme*fifth  to  the  present 
tax.  It  is'  now  ^Jbvied  according  -  to  the  nmnbers  kept*  One 
horse  pays  409.  duty,  and  I  propose  to  add  8s. — thus  feUoww. 
ing  thatrate^  This,  upon  i^  average  of  two  years,  wall  pro^ 
duce  i^iO|Oool,  I  take  the  average  of  two  yearsy  because  three 

years 
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ycM  agcrdiescf  IMS  lan  additkmat  tsiic  io^sec^ 
.  i  am  l£el7  ^^  ^  ^^  ^7  S^^  ^^'^'^  ^^  ^  cdcnlaKioti^'of  til« 
l^radtice,  fdfc  tfaooj^  an  adiiittosi^as  made  ia  iSoiytke^ttoU 
ter  of  lunrses  kept  for  pleasate^as  been  increasing  ^0<«t '  Oa 
liorsesricepCifcnrlinsbandryyIprapDiietomaikethe  X2^'^rti^ 
pidf  a  poitfhd^  This  urili  giitf)c  ar  st»n»'Lsii{»po$e,'bf  3i20joO€ft. 
But  I  think  4t  right  to  srate»  that  upon  those  wbtehrOEf^y  psy 
2S4  6d:  atid  A6t  ite*  6d.  I  do  not  prqioM  to  kqr  any^idditioii&l 
^tax.  •  '  •      ♦        '         ^-  •         ';•.•...    n  r.    --*:T^q.. 

'  The  last  tax  ban  increase' in  the  dntyiipon  ]^ei^ies.'^"Mf 
lint  proposal  will  be  to  impose  a  small  sottiiipM  diiietc^e^ 
ties  on  which  no  dnty  is  paid  norw  :^he  ^suntl  sridi  Iftmit  pft 
^enu  Gentlemen  wiil  see  that  it  nttsr  be  difildult  M  estin^e 
tfceamonnt  of  this^tai^  By  a  roogh  gUoss^^fae  ateomt  t>f  tai^- 
fix  bequeathed  in  wills  remstered,  is  anmiaity  abd^tnriWit/  mU- 
Ims.'  Deducting  five  millions  for  legacies  cta»ged  on  land, 
and  Gve  millions  collaterally,  twenty  millions  wiU  then  retnacin, 
whiehi  at  otie  pef  cent,  will  give  a  produce  of  *20o,oool.  Th» 
next  is  to  supply  an  omission  in  the  act,  which  couM  not  be 
•Ifeitcational — I  mean  the  legacies  charged  on  land — I  propose 
t»  subject  them  to  thesame  tarx— that  I  calcuUte  will  yiefai 
'  ibOjbool.  The  only* other  addition  is  on  legacies  to  strangers 
1A  Uood;  I  propose  to  raise  the  duty  on  legacies  of  this  do- 
ascription  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent,  which  will  fsrmish  a  sum 
4f  joioocff.  ^'Itrilt  now  recapitulate,  first  the  amount  of  the 
^afeerest'of  the  Idan,  tmd  next  of  the  difierent  taxes  by  which 
I  ptfofMeto  daeet  the  chatge  created  by  the  loaui. 

RECAPITUXiATlON. 

Total  amount  of  interest  on  loan,  including  3 

.-  pear  centstf  created  for  loyalty  holders,  and' 

£>    charges  ^management       .  ••  «*        «     <f.  195379X92 

iTazes  proposed  to  meet  the  s^ve  charges : 

Post  office  -  -  -         jp.  230,000 

Salt  .  .  •.  490,000 

J>ittD  on  exportation  to  £un)pe        •      «     80,000 
Pleasure  horses        -        -  -  1 10,000 

T        Husbandry  ditto  •  .  320,000 

Direct  legacies  -  •       200,000 

iiCgacies  charged  on  land  -  •        •       100,000 

VittOj  strangers  in  blood  «        ^  30,000 

£.  x,5($0|0oo 

Tlie 
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..  Tbeestistiated  produce  of  tlbe  taocey  will  iKi|>  be  somewhat 
^bove  ao^oooi.  beyond  tKcsum  wanted. 

(.  This,  .siiri  is  the  whole. c^.lhcitupiplj  and  .wiya  and  meaiif; 
lor  the.  yvs^-.  Ishall  not  detain  the  committee  hf  an/  extrior 
lie  flatter.  The  general  prosperity  of  the  country^  and  th^ 
jocrtase  of  our  trade,  in  the  thiid  year,  of  the  war^i  and  aft^ 
9wh.  a  ysf7Qr$  UiCit  as  (be  lanti  are  circumstsinces  of  deep  an^  gc- 
joeral  sitisfactioa*.  The^  resources  and  the  courage  of  the 
coontry  willj  I  have  no'  doubt,  keep  pace  with  every  emer* 
gcncy,^  the.pCQple  are  sat5$fedi  we  have  reason  to  know,  with 
the  system  of  raisin]^  a  large  part  of  the  sup^es  wkhin  tbp 
jw,  ^pd  they  9Tj».  impressed  with  the  ^conviction,  thatpp 
sgcriiSccscare  tAp.great  topresenrc  and  peqpettiate  the  blessii^ 
they  enjoy*  Shoiild  any  gemleman  be  desirous  of  exfAuiatifm 
iij)on.  any  part  of  the  statecnent  J  have  had  the  humour  of  su))- 
ipitti^g,  I.  shall  be  happy  to  giveit*;  I  shaU  conclude  by  movij^ 
my  first. resolution. 

As  soon  a^.the  first  resolniidn  respecting  the  ttms  of  jthe 
kxm  was- put  from- the  chair,.  '     . 

Mr.  Fcx  jrofle  to  offer  a  few  observations  OA  what  had  faUen 
^om.the  fight  horv  gentlenxan  in  his  opening  spei^ch.  TJ^ 
fight  hoKU  gentleman,  when  aUudiifg  toi.idxe  subject  of  om 
oonntstions  with  the  Continent,  .had  <stau^that  there  wa^  pp 
tlifference.  of  opinion  as.to;lhe  policy. of  attachil^  ourselves^.tp 
«ome  of  the  leading  continental  j^vFers.  .To  that  propositi<^ii9 
.generally  statod,  he  certainfy  had  4o  5qn  of  objection,  bi;^ 
certainly  he  .could,  not  suSat  a  general  admission  to  be  JcqtH 
strucd  into  an  opinion  of  the  policy  or  expediency  of  any  sub-> 
sidy  for  procuring  continental  aid.  '  On  that  subject  he  at 
present  had  no  \vish  to  offer,  an  opinion,  hut  he  could  iibt 
help  alluding  to  the  novel  manner  in  which  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  wished  the- ways  and  means  to  be  voted.  -  The  rc^ 
gular  way  surely  was  for  the  house  first  to  decide  on  the 
policy  of  any  ssbsidy^o  be  given,  as  well  as  its  amount,  before 
any  sp^ific  sum  was  -voted  for  that  purpose.  Here,  however, 
the  house  seemed  -proceeding  on  difiTerent  grounds,  by  first 
agreeing' to  a  particular  sum  tor  the  specific  object  of  a  conti- 
nental subsidy,  without  having  been  permitted  to  form  any 
opinion  of  the  time  iit  which  the  subsidy  was  to  be  affcr  Jed,  or 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be  applied.  If  afterwards  any 
ipestion  arose  on  these  points^  it  might  be  attempted  to  be 
arguedi  that  all  future  discussion  was  precluded  *,  and  it  was 
iif ith  the  ^'tc\9  of  providing  against  any  such  assumption  that 
hp  fck  it  his-duty  to  rise  on  the  orcscnt  occasion.    He  had  no 

objection 
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objection  to  have  the  sum  of  five  millions  in  the  mean  time 
voted,  but  he  begged  it  to  be  clearly  understood^  that  wkh  re- 
spect to  the  policy  of  a  continental  subsidy,  th^  ejitent  to 
which  it  might  be  canried,  or  the  manner  in  vihich  it  Was  to 
be  ajlplied,  he  considered  himself  as  at  perfect  liberty  to  oflef 
his  sentiments  at  length  whenever  the  matter  should  be  regth* 
larly  brought  before  the  house. '  Hetfaought  it  neccssiry to 
make  this  declaration,  though  he  h%id  no  reason  to  think,  that 
in  alluding  to  the  question  of  continental  subsidies,  the  ris[ht 
hon.  gentleman  wished  to  take  the  house  by  sulrpris'tf.  'ttavirtg 
disposed  of  this  preliminary  question,  the  hon.  gentleman  n^xt 
ativerted  to  the  new  taxes  meant  to  be  imposed.  '  As  to  the 
fax  on  agricultura.!  horses,  he  confessed  that  he  ^h  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  alarm ;  every  one  acquainted  witli  agricul- 
t^kral  affairs  knew  thaTthe  tax,  even  as  it  now  stood,  Vasibun)d 
to  be  highly  oppressive,  and  he  was  sure  that  the  prQ]i)0^  ad-' 
dition  would  be  considered  a  very  material  buraen  by  thosfe 
most  seriously  concerned.  Ha  therefore  h^d  a  strong  object 
tion  to  this  addition.  He  had  an  equal  objection  to  the  pn>* 
posed  tax  on  salt,  but  he  would  reserve  his  observations  on  the 
subject  to  that  period  when  the  matter  came  to  be  felly  dis^ 
cttssed.'  In  the  mean  time,  he  could  not  help  remarking  that 
oF  the  nxes  metitioned,  with  the  exception  of  that  on  salt» 
none  were  cm  articles  of  consumption.  It  would  not  be  de- 
nied that  the  possibility  of  taxing  articles  of  consumption,  was 
the  best  criterion  of  the  powers  of  a  nation  to  snstairi  public 
burdens.  He  disliked  the  idea  of  relinquishing  this  mode  of 
taxation,  as  it  seemed  to  indicate  that  we  were  in  a  situation 
(ar  more  reduced  than  he  could  bring  himself  to  believe.  He 
Was  sorry,  too,  for  the  addition  to  the  property  tax.  His  great 
oi:§ection,  bothto  the  income  tax,  as  well  as  the  property  tax^ 
wa!f,  thiit  it  afibrded  too  great  facility  for  augmentation,  and 
that  St  was  impossible  to  say  where  its  operation  would  termi- 
nate. If  now  it  vras  increased  twenty-five  per  cent,  it  might 
soon  be  doubled  or  tripled.  In  short,  by  a  gradual  process^ 
the  people  might,  under  the  form  of  a  property  tax,  be  de- 
prived of  almost  all  they  possessed.  It  i^'as  to  be  kept  in  view^ 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  property  tax  was  very  unequally 
levied.  So  far  as  it  affe<!ted  property  in  land,  the  assessments 
might  be  pretty  fairly  arranged,  but  this  would  not  hold  whh 
respect  to  commercial  profits,  to  which  no  satisfactory  mode  of 
assessment  could  be  applied.  The  danger  was,  also,  that  if 
the  property  tax  were  long  continued,  it  might  tome  to  be 
toTtaidcrtd  as  a  permanent  land  tax,  and  voted  zMiijMf  oO 

•  sixailar 
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siEDiiar  prmciples.  If  the  old  mode  of  taxing-articles  of  con* 
sumption  was  to  be  abandoned,  and  income  was  directly  to  be 
attacked^  it  was  impossible  to  say  to  what  limits  it  might  ho 
carried.  At  presdit  it  was  confined  to  tncome>  but  it  was  nor 
easy  to  say  how  soon  even  capital  might  be  invaded.  It  was  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  have  it  understood  that 
it  should  not  be  augmented  beyond  a  certain  amoupt.  It  would 
afford  gres^  satisfaction  to  the  country  to  kno'v  thSit  it  should 
in  no  case  be  augmented  beyond  the  half  of  its  present  amount. 
People  would  pay  the  tax  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  if  they 
knew  that  it  was  to  have  a  determinate  period. 

Th£  Clfancelior  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  in  the  sense  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  laid  down  of  the  vote  which  he  asked  of 
the  houlse.,  No  man  was  considered  as  pledged  to  the  subsidy. 
When  the  whole  subject  should  be  before  the  house,  the  time, 
the  circumstances^  the  amount,  and  the  probable  benefit  to  the 
country,  would  be  open  to  its  full  snd  fair  judgmem.  It  was 
diought  proper  for  many  reasons  to  bring  forward  the  ways 
and  means  at  an  earjy  jieriod  of  the  year»  and  to  include  in 
them  the  amount  of  the  subsidy,  which  could  not  be  so  well 
provided  for  subsequently  or  separately.  A  late  loaa  would 
have  been  more  inconyenicpt  and  less  advantageous.  The  in- 
terest accumulating  on  the  stocks  would  have  destroyed  the 
effect  of  the  sinking  fund.  Tiere  were  other  reasons  also  for 
bringing  forward  before  late  in  the  year  the  distinct  points  to 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  first  adverted.  When  the  day 
should  come  on  which  the  point  of  the  subsidy  would  be, to  be 
discussed^  the  hon.  gentleman  and  every  other  member  would 
lie  as  free  as  ever.  He  had  further  to  say,  that  there  was  no 
informality  in  the  course  now  proposed.  The  ways  and  means 
proposed  would  not  exceed  our  own  necessary  occasions  above 
5,000,000].  7  hus  he  was  not  only  careful  to  preserve  the 
Oreedom  of  opinion  on  all  parts  of  the  question  of  subsidy,  but 
to  prevent  all  objection  even  in  point  of- form  j  for  if  the 
^ouse  should  not  be  of  opinion  to  allow  the  subsidy,  the  five 
millions  designed  for  that  would  remain  to  be  applied  to  other 
services.  With  respect  to  the  taxes,  the  hon.  gentleman 
wished  to  reserve  the  more  particular  discussion  till  the  bills 
should  be  before,  the  house ;  but,  even  in  the  present  instante, 
he  lamented,  that  the  taxes  proposed  sliould  be  so  much  direct* 
and  so  little  on  consumption.  These  taxes  would  not,«  how* 
ever,  fall  so  directly  on  the  general  pro^rity  of  the  country. 
The  salt  tax,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  allowed,  fell  directly  on 
^usumption  \  the  horse  tax  fell  on  use  ai|d  luxury^  ^  in 

.another 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


F«B.  1«.T  THE  WdGET.  ^  "   *  "    •     *•  g^jr" 

aoother  respect,  on  what  formed  a  part  0^  tR^*  geheraT 
prosperity.  The  postage  hiso  bore*  oo  the  increase  .of  wealth, 
and  was  one  among  many  others  of  the  flourishing. state  of  our 
rcsDuroes.  Thus  it  appeared  that  eleven  niilUons .  of  the' 
ways  and  means  of  every  description  .was  raised  oh  use  and' 
consumption.  The  war  taxes  of  last  yeJir,  which  w€;r^  all  on 
oonsumption,  had  produced  eight  millions  j'  and  t^jtcing  the 
whole  view  of  the  war,  there  never  v.';is  a  period  at  which  they 
could  be  expected  to  be  less  productive.  If  therefore  this 
produced  such  an  amount  ?X  such  a  time,  without  any  incon- 
venience, the  result  confirmed  bis  more  sanguine. expectation, 
rather  than  the  more  apprehensive  one  of  the  hon.  gentleman, 
A  tax  on  property  was  of  all  others  thq  most  economic,  and 
that  which  those  writers  oh  the  subject,  whose  authority  was 
most  respected,  had  described  as  difficult  to  render  available,  * 
tather  than  as  a  just  subject  of  revenue.  The  great  revenue 
which  had  been  derived  from  it  here  was  a  proof  at  once  of 
the  spirit  of  the  people,  of  the  facility  of  availing  bursdives  of 
oar  resources,  and  of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  upon  which 
these  resources  rest.  But  the  hon.  gentleman  conceived  that 
the  advantage  did  incline  to  persons  exercising  commerce  and 
industry,  and  that  a  larger  proportion  of  property  was  exempt 
on  personal  than  on  red.  It  might  be  so  in  some  degree,  but 
it  was  not  so  altogether,  and  that  the  contribution  had  been 
brought  so  ne?r  equality,  was  a  ground  of  approbation.  As  to 
the  degree,  of  exactitude,  or  approach  to  it,  that  was  not  in 
the  power  of  any  one  to  ascertain.  Whether  the  tax  was  6n 
the  whole  moderate  and  justifiable,  was  to  be  ascertained  and 
determined  by  circumstances  the  same  as  in  a  horse-tax  or  any 
other.  The  disproportion  between  lantied  property  and  com-* 
mcrcial  property  was  not,  however,  such  as  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  supposed.  From  the  more  particular  ^nd  mor^  strict 
descriptions  of  property  in  the  returns  under  the  late  act,  it 
had  been  discovered  that  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  country  consisted  in  land  than  was  imagined 
before.  Under  the  income  tax  all  the  rental' of  the  country 
was  fixed  at  twenty-five  millions ;  it  was  now  traced  so  high 
as  thirty-four  millions  according  to  the  last  assessment.  ^  This 
extension  of  the  charge  on  lands  so  obviously  accounted  for, 
could  not,  of  course,  be  a  proof  that  the  charges  on  commerce 
and  industry  were  dtsproportioned.-  He  had  to  observe,  al^, 
that  the  axnouht  of  property  on  lands  was  rated  exclusively  of 
the  property  in  the  woods  and  forests  upon  them. 

J/r,  ^cx  denied  that  the  argtiments  for  the  increase  of  the 
Vol.  I.  1805.  T  t  property 
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.    property  tax  were  such  as  applied  to  all  taxes:   for  when  a 
house  tax  became  too  high,  a  man  may  avoid  it  by  ceasing  to 
keep  any  house  ^  but  property  was  a  thing  in  which  there 
could  be  no  limit  till  the  whole  was  taken.     With  respect  to 
wine,  tea,  or  any  other  articles  of  consumption,  taxation  m'ay 
proceed  without  reserve,  because  the  individual  would  always 
have  it  in  his  power,  as  soon  as  the  tax  became  oppressive  and 
intolerable  to  him,  to  desist  from  them*     He  therefore  pre- 
ferred taxation  of  this  sort  to  proceeding  on  dangerous  prin- 
ciples, taking  by  little  and  little  from  the  property  of  the  sub- 
ject, till  the  reduction  >vas  tantamount  to  the  risque  of  the 
whole.     Every  body  knew  how  human  nature  was  worked 
updn  by  every  thing  that  assailed  it  by  degrees.     He  remem- 
bered a  fable,  which,  to  elucidate  the  force  oiF  habit,  related, 
that  a  woman  in  a  certain  village  had  a  calf,  which  she  accus- 
tomed herself  to  take  in  her  arms  every  day,  and  from  the 
gradual  increase,  was  able  to  bear  it  when  it  came  to  be  a  large 
ox.     The  fable  was  a  good  one,  but  he  did  not  like  it  in  its  ap- 
plication to  the  present  case ;  for,  however  we  may  be  able  to 
bear  this  little  calf,  we  could  not  possibly  bear  the  great  fat 
ox  it  would  grow  to — (a  loud  laugh).     He,  therefore,  could 
not  possibly  approve  of  a  tax  that  had  no  natural  limit  in  itself. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  it   sufficient,  to 
quiet  the  hon.  gentleman,  to  state,  tliat,  in  ordef  to  come  to 
the  point  he  stated,  we  should  continue  at  war  ninety-four 
;gars. 
*  ^Mr.Foxy  (with  some  warmth),  said,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
guiitleman  would  npt  continue  at  war  so  long. — (A  laugh,) 
'Vh^  resolutions  were  then  severally  read  and  agreed  to  \ 
•  the  house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day,  and  the  committee  was  ordered  to  be  renewed 
^  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Irish  habeas  corpus  suspension  bill,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and,  after  a  few  words  from  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
and  Mr-  Kinnaird,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
next  day. 

Mr.  Huskisson  presented  accounts  of  exchequer  bills  out- 
standing on  the  14th  of  February.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  comnuttce  of  supply  was  postponed  to  Friday*  Ad- 
journed. 


Housi: 
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HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   FEBRUARY  I9. 

Mr.  Adam  was  heard  inaxonjmittce  of  privileges,  as  coun- 
sel for  Lady  Henry  Fitzgerald,  the  claimant  of  the  Rous 
peerage. 

The  loyalty  loan  and  Greenland  whale  fishery  bills  were 
read  a  second  time. 

The  London  coal  merchants'  indemnity  bill  went  through 
a  committee  and  was  reported  without  any  amendment. 

Lord  King  moved  for  an  account  of  the  amount  of  bank 
of  England  notes  in  circulation,  on  the  15th  of  each  month, 
from  January  1804,  to  February  1805,  distinguishing  those 
of  5L  and  upwards.— A  similar  motion  for  Ireland. 

And  an  account  of  specie  remitted  from  England  to  Ire- 
land, during  the  same  period.     All  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  nine  o'clock. 

When  the  bouse  met  again, 

Sir  Evan  Nepean  brought  up  the  Irish  habeas  corpus  bill, 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Lord  Hanxjhtshury  said  there  were  urgent  reasons  for  passing 
the  biU  as  speedily  as  possible.  On  Thursday  he  would  move 
the  second  reading ;  and,  if  the  debate,  which  might  arise, 
did  not  prevent  it,  he  would  also  propose  that  it  should  be 
committed  on  the  same  day.  He  therefore  gave  notice  that 
on  Thursday  he  would  move  the  suspension  of  the  standing 
orders  No.  -26  dnd  125,  respecting  the  progress  of  bills 
through  two  stages  on  the  same  day.  Adjourned  till  Thurs- 
day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  I9. 

At  four  o'clock,  a  number  of  members  were  bajjotted  for, 
out  of  which  a  committee  was  struck,  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
petition  complaining  of  an  undue  election  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
house  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  hops  grown  in  the 
county  of  Sussex  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  the  amount  of 
duty  paid  thereon.  The  house  agreed  to  the  motion.  The 
accounts  were  then  presented  at  the  bar  by  Mr.  Rix,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tt2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Giles  moved  for  the  production  of  an  account  of  the 
number  of  effective  men  which  had  been  added  to  his  majesty's 
fbrces  from  the  ist  of  January  1804,  to  the  ist  of  January 
1805,  distinguishing  the  amount  of  those  which  had  been 
rasied  by  the  ordinary  means  of  recruiting  from  those  which  , 
had  been  raised  by  officers  for  rank^  or  in  any  other  manner. 
—•Ordered. 

Mr.  Calcraft  moved,  that  the  army  cxtraordinarics  be 
printed. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Brooke,  pursuant  to  the  notice  which  he  had  given  the 
preceding  day,  moved,  tliat  there  be  laid  before  the  house  a 
return  of  the  number  of  Spanish  prisoners  now  in  England, 
describing  distinctly  what  is  the  amount  of  the  number  <^ 
officers,  of  sailors,  and  of  passengers,  and  distinguishing 
those  who  had  been  taken  previous  to  the  declaration  of  W3f, 
from  those  who  have  been  since  taken ;  and  also  an  account 
of  the  amount  of  private  property  taken  on  board  the  Spa- 
nish ships,  together  with  the  order  oc  orders  for  the  restitu- 
tion of  private  property,  if  any  such  had  been  issued. — Or- 
dered. ' 

MIDDLESEX  ELECTION. 

Mr.  White  appeaixd  at  the  "bar  and  presented  the  following 
list  of  the  committee  appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  me- 
rits of  the  several  petitions  respecting  the  late  election  for- 
JMiddlcsex. 

Robert  Sharp  Ainslie,  Esq.  ^     James  Hamlyn  Williams,  Esq. 
Sir  William  Middleton,  Bart.     Charles  Mordaunt,  Esq. 
Lord  Viscount  Fitzharris  David  Clephane,  Esq. 

John  Spencer  Smith,  Esq.  C.  M.  Ormsby,  Esq. 

Lord  Viscount  Marsham  Hon.  Archibald  Achson 

Sir  Robert  Peck,  Bart.  A.  H.  Eyre,  Esq.  , 

Charles  Duncombe,  Esq. 

NOMIN-EES. 

•     Hon*  St.  Andrew  St.  John,  for  the  petitioners, 
Francis  Gregor,  Esq.  for  the  sitting  member. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir  Evan  Nepcan  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Irish  habeas  corpus  suspension  bill.  Upon 
the  question  being  put. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  apologized  to  the  house  for  troubling  them 
with  a  few  observations  previous  to  the  question  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  being  disposed  of.  He  then  called  the  at- 
tention 
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tention  of  the  house  to  the  precedent  which  tliey  had  befi»re 
theiD  of  the  grounds  upon  which  such  a  oicasure  wa«  intrcH 
dttced  in  the  year  1722,  and  of  the  firm  and  manly  standi 
which  a  considerable  portion  of  that  house  had  then,  made 
aji*ainst  the  passing  of  it.  At  that  time  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  king's  speech  was  employed  in  pointing  out  the  neces^ 
sity  there  was  for  the  house  adopting  such  a  measure.  £vem 
then,  after  conside^ble  discussion  upon  the  subject,  there 
was,  he  believed,  the  larges^  minority  against  it  that'  ever  was 
known  in  that  house ;  and  it  was  not  finally  agreed  to,  ufitil 
Svr  Robert  Walpole,  then  one  of  his  uKijelsty's  principal 
confidential  ministers,  had  pledged  himself  that  he  wovld 
shortly  lay  such  facts  before  parliament  as  would  most  fully 
justify  him  in  having  proposed  it.  The  disclosure  6{  these 
facts,  which  took  place  in  two  or  three  months  afterwards, 
certainly  did  bear  him  out  in  the  assertion  which  he  had 
made.  But  now  where  can  the  analogy  be  found? — ^There  is 
not  a  single  word  upon  the  subject  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne.  Can  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  de* 
clare,  that  be  finds  the  analogy  in  what  now  exists  in  Ireland, 
or  in  what  is  likely  to  exist?— If  he  does,  that  is  an  argu- 
ment for  the  inquiry,  and  not  against  it,  as  tlie  house  would 
then  know  upon  what  grounds  they  acceded  to  this  cxtraor* 
diuary  proposition,  at  a  time  when  the  necess-ty  of  the  case 
is  so  tar  from  being  notorious,  that  every  one  of  those  gentle*^ 
men  most  intimately  connected  with  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom have  declared,  that  as  far  as  their  own  knowledge  could 
extend,  the  country  was  completely  tranquil,  and  was  as  well 
disposed  towards  his  majesty's^  government  as  any  county  in 
England.  Until  some  inquiry  was  made,  or  until  some  pledge 
was  given  that  a  statement,  similar  to  that  which  Mr.  Wnl- 
pole  had  promised,  and  afterwards  made  to  the  house,  should 
be  given  in  the  present  instance,  he  could  not,  consistently 
with  his  duty,  in  the  face  of  such  a  precedent,  agree  to  the 
passing  of  this  bill. 

After  the  bill  had  been  read  a  third  time, 

Mr,  Martin  (of  Galway)  moved  that  words  be  inserted 
in  the  bill,  stating  the  reason  which  had  been  assigned  for  the 
introductipn  of  such  a  measure.  He  thought  also  t)\at  the 
law  would  not  have  that  salutary  effect  which  the  framers  of 
it  intended,  if  it  did  not  operate  upon  every  part  of  the 
united  kingdom.  The  very  worst  sort  of  machinations,  and 
those  of  the  nrost  dangerous  tendency,  were  those  which  were 
.  carried  on  by  means  of  correspondence  from  England  to  Ire- 

landv 
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iand-  If  yoo  disaffected  mcn^  for  instance,  were  to  land  here, 
tboy^  w«>idd  not  be  punishable  by  titt  provisions  of  the  bill 
vnfest^  its  operations  were  to  extend  generally  over  the  whole 
of  the  uf»ited  kingdom.  The  union  was  effected  to  Tcry 
Sttie  ptnpese  indeed,  if  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom 
'  were  not  now  to  be  considered  as  being  altogether  identified 
as.  one  and  the  same  nation ;  and  certainly  if  they  were  to  be 
sa  considered,  the  biU  should  extend  to  the  whole  of  the  king* 
dom,  or  else  not  be  passed  'at  all.  The  hon.  member  con- 
£hided  with  reading  his  motion,  which  was  nearly  as  follows  r 
— *•  Whereas  il  is  notorious  that  a  traitorous  conspiracy  is 
scMT  carried  on  between  persons  residing  in  that  part  of  the* 
united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  and  other  persons  resident  in 
France,"  to  be  inserted  before  the  words  "  be  it  therefore 
'  c«^K:ted."'*-*-The  hon.  member  said  that  at  least  it  was  fair  that 
soch  a  reason  should  appear  on  the  face  of  the  bill. 

The  motion,  however,  was  negatived  without  a  division. 
The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
jLovds. 

THE  BUPGET. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
w^y^  and  means  of  the  preceding  day. 

iS^veral  resoiutioiis  were  read,  and  agreed  to>  without  any 
discissston* 

Upon  the  resolution  being  read,  which  goes  to  state  the 
agreement  of  the  house  to  the  levy  of  an  additional  25  per 
cent*  on  the  property  tax, 

Mr^  Fox  inquired  if  there  was  not  to  be  an  exemption  in 
favour  of  the'  subscribers  to  the  loan,  in  that  part  of  the  bOl 
which  declares  that  a  tax  is  to  be  raised  on  the  proprietors  of 
sleek  in  general? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  tliat  as  long  as  die 
property  remained  in  scrip,  the  holders  would  not  be  taxed; 
hat  as  soon  as  it  became  stock,  and  they  were  entitled  to  re^ 
ceive  a  dividend,  they  would  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  the- 
tax. 

Mr.  Fox  then  asked  if  it  would  be  required  of  them  to 
fttj  this  tax  for  the  whole  of  the  time?  and  the  minister  sn- 
swcr«d — CcKainly  they  would* 

Mr^Johmtone  declared,  that  though  he  observed  both  sides 
of  the  house  little  disposed  to  attend  to  this  important  sub-* 
ject^  he  should  not  discharge  his  duty,  or  satisfy  his  ovm 
fcdings^.  without  saying  a  few  words*    He  must  complain  of 

the 
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the  deficiency  of  information   under  tvhich  the  bwtsc  t^m 
called  upon  to  vote  such  large  sttppiie$.    The  accouma  of  the 
public  income  and  the  public  expjcnditure,  and  the* account 'of 
the  un&nded  debt,  were  wanting^  also  the  ac<x)unt  of  tJ»c 
produce  of  the   consolidated   fund.    Even  the  distribution 
paper  had  only  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  was  not  yet  primed^ 
or  in  the  hands  of  members.    There  abo  appesU'cd  great  irre^ 
gularity  in  providing  means  to  the  extent  of  43,<SoO,oo<^ 
when  grants  for  35,000,000!.  had  only  been  made,     Upom 
one  Gff  these,  the  million  to  the  East  India  company^  it  was  * 
strange  that  when  an  act  of  parliament  existed,  binding  the 
company  to  pay  500,000!.  annually  to  the  public,  and  when 
parliament  had  last  year  voted  a  resolution  that  the  compao|i 
possessed  a  surplus  revenue  of  1,000,9001.  the  first  fruit  4Nf 
their  prosperity  was  their  being  called  upon  to  make  pro* 
vision  for  the  payment  of  one  million  of  debt*     As  to  tho 
^yOoopooL  for  a  subsidy  to  be  provided,  he  could'  not,  in 
the  remotest  degree,  assent,  to  it.    No  man  was  more  ready 
to  make  every  effort,  and  grant  any  sum,  however  largeg 
when  there  appeared  the  prospect  of  an  effeaual  <:ombuia- 
tlon ;  but  when  there  did  not  exist  the  remotest  chance  of 
Austria  and  Prussia  taking  a^  share  in  the  war,  it  was  idle  to 
suppose  that  the  northern  powers,  Sweden  and  Russia,  sepa« 
rated  from  France  by  a  large  intervening  tract,  could  restore 
the  balance  of  Europe.    We  were  about  to  commence  asys* 
tern  which  could  npt  be  effeaive  fpr  a  series  of  years,  and  it 
was  fit  the  people  should  know  that  this  was  not  the  &rst  stib^ 
sidy  they  would  have  to  pay,  but  one  of  many.     As  to  the 
taxesy  the  one  on  salt  was  highly  objectionable,  and  it  seemed 
a  little  extraordinary  that  it  should  be  proposed  with  so  little 
pre&cet  when  its  abolition  had  been  recommended  by  a  com- 
mittee, who  stated  that  great  advantages  would  result  from  itS' 
abolition  to  all  descriptions  of  persons,  and  to  the  agriculture, 
fisheries,  trade,  and  manufactures.     As  little  could  he  approve 
of  the  tax  on  husbandry  horses.     A  bill  had  been  passed  last 
session  altering  the  com  laws,  on  the  ground  that  the  profits 
of  fanners  were  inadequate  to  their  labour  and  capital^  and 
now  we  ^  proceeded  to  impose  a  tax  on  those  profits.     Two 
years  ago,  when  the  ivar  had  commenced,  the  house  had  been 
told  that  the  war  would  be  carried  on  by  iayooo,oocl.  of  war 
taxes,  without  borrowing  a  larger  sum  than  was  annually  re- 
duced by  the  sinking  fund,  7,opo,oooI.    He,  on  the  'con«> 
traxy,  had  stated  that  the  expenditure  would  aqiount  to 
4a»ooO|OOoL  when  our  force  was  carried  to  its  utmost  extentf 
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md  that"  wc-  sjxould  be  compelled  to  borrotr  ^3,000,000!* 
The  result  now  was,  that  our  whole  expendkure  this  year 
wa$  ufywsurds  of  49)000,cool.  and  amounted  to  44,000,000!. 
independently  of  the  subsidy,  and  that  the  loan,  m  plade  of 
9,Q0O)0ook  was  22,500,060!.  for  .England,  ahd  i,ooo,Oool. 
^rlrehi&d* 

Mr^  Francis  said  a  few  words  upon  the  subject  of  the  niil- 
ii^n  of  mowcy  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the  East  India  company. 
Ilibwa^  the  second  time  that  parliament  was  called  on  to 
teal^an  advance  to  them  of  the  same  amount  3  and  yet  every 
^temeat  whacli  is  made  of  their  finances,  declares  that  they 
ure  at  pFeseot  in  the  most  prosperous  situation,  and  liold^  otit 
the  iBOSt  flattering  prospect  of  increasing  wealth  in  future. 
He  would  not  say  that  nothing  was  now  owing  by  govern- 
ment to  the  company ;  but  he  could  not  help  remarlcing,  that 
the  500,000!.  wJiich  they  had  covenanted  annually  to  pay  the 
public,  was  nc;vcr  stated  to  have  been  actually  so  paid  but 
once.  But,  in  fact,  there  was  no  parliamentary  evidence  of 
the  existence  of  the  debt.  The  house  had,  indeed,  the  word 
6[  a  right  iion.  gentlemah  that  it  was  so ;  but  that  was  not  a 
.parliamentary  ground  upon  which  they  had  a  right  to  dispose 
tf  the  public  money ;  and  it  was  evident  to  him,  that  neither 
the  former  nor  the  present  sum  ought  to  be  paid  without  a 
parliamentary  inquiry,  and  a  satisfactory  proof  being  given 
to  the  house  of  the  existence  of  the  debt, '  If  it  was  proved 
that  the  debt  did  originally  exist,  the  house  would  then  have 
to  inquire,  whether  or  no  it  was  liquidated,  or  nearly  liqui- 
dated. The  company  would  then  have  to  give  in  an  account 
of  their  stock,  and  would  be  obliged  tp  make  a  deduction  ac- 
according  to  the  state  of  the  account  between  them 
and  the  public.  The  house  would  recollect  that,  notwith- 
standing the  sum  of  a  million  sterling  has  been  already  paid 
to  the  company,  of  jhat  debt  which  was  alleged  to  be  due  to 
them,  and  notwithstanding  their  non-payment  of  the  500,000!. 
annually,  which  they  had  agreed  to  pay,  they  h^d  last  year 
taken  credit  for  the  whole  sum  of  four  millions  as  before. 
This  unquestionably  required  some  explanation, 

'ITie  Ckancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  declared  that  he  was  not 
competent  to  give  as  accurate  information  on  the  subgect  as  his 
noble  colleague  (Lord  Castlereagh)  would  give  if  he  were 
present ;  but  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power  he  would  endeavour 
to  satisfy  the  hon.  gentleman.  In  the  first  place,  however, 
he  must  take  the  liberty  of  observing,  that  the  subjca  was 
not  %x,  present  regularly  before  the  house }  and  he  should  also 

mentioa 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


WmM.19.}  THEiUDdET.'    t  ♦^T     •.  fit* 

UMJitiw  that  it  wotdd'hcKsfter  bem^de  a  distinct  fropodtipo 
to  the  bousCy  at  vrhich  time  it  would  of  course  be  competent 
to  tlat  hon.  gentleman  or  any  other  member  of  the  house,  to 
express  his  sentiments  upon  the  subject.  If,  however,  he 
were  to  speak  as  to  any  general  ideas  which  he  might  have 
upon  the  topic,  he  might  say  that  it  was  very  clear  to  hlmthafy 
if  the  c6mpany  were  drawn  to  any  extraordinary  eitpoioes 
for  the  support  of  government,  it  wu  but  just  and  honoutv 
aUe  that  government  or  the  public  shoi^ld  reimburse  them  for 
those  expences,  independent  of  the  consideration  of  aov  pre^ 
vious  arrangement.  Their  dividends  the  comjpany  was  oUiged 
to  pay  before  all  other  things ;  and  surely,  if  a  much  greater 
sum  was  due  by  the  public  to  theta  than  they  ^owed  to  tht 
'  public,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  were  not  asre^ 
gniar  in  their  payments  as  they  would  be  under  difierent  ciTk* 
cumstances.  As  to  the  general  question,  of  the  prosperoua 
sute  of  the  company,  it  would  be  recollected  that  they  had 
had  to  sustain  the  expence  of  two  or  tkree  unforeseen  wars( 
and,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  pressure  which  they 
must  fed  from  the  circumstance  of  these  wars  following  each 
other  in  such  close  succession,  it  would  be  found,  when  the 
subject  came  to  be  more  folly  discussed*  that  the  company 
was  at  present  in  a  higher  state  of  prosperity  than  it  hadoeen 
for  several  years.  He  hoped  that  now  he  had  given  the 
fullest  satisfaction  that  could  be  afforded  on  the  moment  to 
such  gentlemen  as  had  thought  proper  to  make  mquiries,  and 
that  the  house  would  agree  with  him  in  the  opinion  which  }ie 
had  fornied  of  the  most  flourishing  state  of  the  finaiices  of 
the  company. 

Afr.  yohtuione,  in  explanation,  observed,  that  the  surplus 
-which  was  given  in  the  last  India  budget  viras  incorrect. 

The  Chancellor  (f  the  Exchequer  said,  that  that  surplus  re^ 
•ferred  to  territorial  revenue,  which  was  equal  to  investments. 
.    The  resolution  was  then  read  and  agreed  to* 

Upon  the  resolution  being  read  which  proposes  an  addi* 
tional  duty  upon  salt, 

Mr»  Calcraft  expressed  a  hope  that  the  right  hon.  gendeman 
would  reconsider  that  proposition.  At  a  time  when  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  were  peculiarly  pressed  on  by  the 
high  price  oi  every  sort  of  provisions,  he  conceived  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  that  house  to  consider  that  nothing  which  could  be 
avoided  should  be  added  to  the  burthens  which  tliey  so  pa- 
tiently bear.  Salt  was  an  article  so  generally  and  so  neces- 
sarily used  by  every  class  of  people,  that  an  addition  of  50 
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fcr  cent.  t»  the  dotj  bn  that  article  must  be  sorerely  felt  ^y 
those  who  h^d  already  had  the  misfortune  to  feel  too  seriously 
the  pressure  of  tlic  tziiies.  While  he  was  on  his  legs  he 
should  also  notice  the  hardship  of  the  tax  upon  horses  used 
in  husbandry  bcinc  nearly  doubled.  Persons  who  yro'^  em* 
ployed  in  raising  the  first  article  of  necessity  were  entitled  to 
some  consideration.  If  they  were  not  supposed  to  merit  this 
consideration,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  recollect  that 
they,  like  other  dealers^  might  raise  the  article  upon  the  co.i- 
sumer^  arid  that  the  poor,  who  would  be  most  likely  to-  suffer 
by  f he  operation  of  the  additional  duty  on  salt^  would  feel 
^he  prcsisurc  double  by  the  advance  which  most  proba^ 
Wy  would  takp  •  place  in  the  price  of  bread.  The  salt  tax, 
however,  he  considered,  as  most  seriously  affecting  the  lower 
ibrdcro^ 'the  people, 'and  hoped  that  if  the  right  hon.  gentlc- 
xpan  cquld  not  provide  a  substitute  for  the  additional  tax  on 
Horses  employed  in  husbandry,  he  would  endi  avour  to  re- 
move that  now.  proposed  to  be  laid  on  salt  to  seme  other  ar- 
ticle which  was  not  of  such  iipmediate  necessity. 

The  Chdnceiier  of  the  Exchequer  argued  that  there  was  no 
article  of  life  on  which  a' tax  could  be  less  felt  by  the  people 
^at  large  than  that  of  salt.  It  was  an  article  consunied  so  gni« 
dually,  and  in  general  in  such  small  quantities,  that  any  ad- 
ditional ^tilty  like  the  present  must  fall  lightly  on  the  con* 
■sumer. 

Mr,  Shertdan  contended  on  the  other  hand  that  there  was 
na  tax  likely  to  press  more  on  the  bulk  of  the  people  tlvin  the 
tax  in  question.  Salt  was  an  article  so  generally  used  with 
almost  every  other  article  of  life,  that  any  considerable  in- 
crease in  its  price  must  be  seriously  felt.  With  pork  and  po- 
tatoes, those  very  general  articles  of  food  with  the  common 
•  people,  it  was  particularly  necessary.  He  contended,  like- 
wise, that  so  considerable  an  increase  in  the  price  of  that  ar- 
ticle, without  any  previous  notice,  must  prove  very  prejudicial 
to  many  individuals  who  may  have  been  led  to  speculate  in 
that  article,  on  the  faith  of  its  undergoing  no  material  change. 
He  couid  not  but  cohsider  this  tax  as  still  more  impolitic, 
when  he  recollected-  that  there  was  a  report  of  a  committee 
before  the  house,  stating,  that  the  duty  on  salt  should  be  dise 
continued,  as  its  exemption  from  taxation  would  be  pr  duc- 
tivr*  of  many  advantages,  fi-om  the  various  purposes  to  whidi 
it  might  be  applied.  This  report  was  sanctioned  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Ljtte Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  he  be- 
licved^the  right  hon,  geruleraim  would  not  be  disposed  to  run 
'  dov/n 
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down  the  authority  of  that  right  hon*  person.    Instead,  JiQW> 
ever,  of  repealing  this  duty,  in  conformity  in  the  spirit  ojf  ' 
that  report,  we  were  to  have  an  additional  duty,  of  50  per 
cent. 

The  Cbancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  expressed  great  readiness  ' , 
to  add  weight  to  the  authority  of  the  right  hon.  person  alhided 
to;  and  could  not,  he  thought,  do  so  more  than  by  doing  as 
he  had  done.  That  report  had  remained  on  the  table  for 
four  years,  and  had  never  been  acted  onj  he  might  therefore 
ask,  what  induced  that  right  hbn.  gentleman,  or  tjic  hon^ 
geat!eman  himself,  to  make  no  attempt  during  those  four 
years  to  realize  the  advantages  which  that  report  held  out,  if 
they  had  been  really  disposed  to  give  it  credit  ? 

A/r.  Egerton  disapproved  of  the  tax.  Salt  wa$  an  article 
in  which  his  county  (Cheshire)  was  much  interested,  and 
might  be  considered  indeed  as  its  staple  commodity.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  press 
it  without  giving  hi^  constituents  an  opportunity  of  represent* 
ing  the  disadvantages  of  which  su^h  an  additional  duty  migbt 
be  productive  to  them.  \ 

J/r.  Kinnaird  had  been  expecting  every  moment  to  see 
some  member  from  the  north  follow  the  patriotic  exaitiple  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  As  none  of  thosfe 
lion,  gentlemen,  however,  liad  yet  thought  proper  to  rise,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  taking  that  duty  on  liimself.  Th^ 
north  in  general,  and  the  highlands  of  Scotland  in  partieular, 
that  depended  so  much  on  their  fisheries,  would  be  consider- 
able sufferers  from  this  rise  in  the  duty  on  an  article  so  essen- 
tial to  the  fisheries.  The  drawback  he  would  allow  [the 
Chancellor*of  the  Exchequer  had  suggested  this  circumstance 
across  the  table  j  removed  in  a  considerable  degree  thkt  ob- 
jection; but  there  were  many  instances  in  which  the  draw* 
back  could  not  be  easily  obtained,  particularly  by  such  as  em- 
ployed the  salt  for  thpir  own  use  only.  He  contended  that 
t'le  exorbitant  rise  of  this  article  was  every  way  impolitie, 
and  believed  that  it  would  add  considerably  to  the  discontent 
of  the  lower  orders  against  the  war  in  which  we  had  en- 
gaged. 

Mr.  Rose  argued,  that  the  drawback  was  a  complete  an- 
swer to  every  objection  that  could  be  drawn  frotn  the  fish- 
eries against  this  measure,  'ilie  additional  tax,  in  fact,  was 
calculated  to  operate  rather  ai  a  bdunty,  as  it  increased  the 
atpount  of  the  advantages  the  fisheries  already  enjoyed  over 
othtv^     la  irgard  to  the  injury  individuals  might  sustain 
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from  havis^flpecqlflted  in  this  aseide  without  receiving  any 
j>reyIotts  notice  of  the  measure  in  question^  he  did  not 
think  much  was  to  be  apprehended*  In  Hampshire,  the 
county  with  which  he  was  perhaps  best  acquainted,  he  was 
not  aware  that  any  such  specuhtion  had  taken  place,  or  that 
any  bad  consequences  would  result  from  it.  He  denied  that 
it.  was  a  duty,  the  collection  of  which  was  attended  with  any 
extraordinary  charges.  The  amount  of  the  charge,  he  stated, 
did  not  amount  to  above  twenty  thousand  poumls,  and  that 
therefore  the  duty  was  collected  for  not  more  than  two  per 
cent*  This  additional  duty  besides,  he  added,  would  be  at« 
tended  with  no  additional  charge,  as  the.expence  attending 
die  collection  of  the  present  duty  would  not  beiv^eased.by 

itSTlse.  •     ,    '  ':.-..      '...J 

.  Mr»  Calcra/i  stated,  in  expIaDation,^hat  according  totUe 
report  of  the  committee  in  i&oi,  the  coUecttoa.  of  the  salt 
duty  was  attended  with  an  expcnce  of:  joct,opol.  a  .yjear* 
Since  tha;t  period,  perhaps  the  duty  may:  hai^  been  collected 
at  less  i  but  if  they  might  trust  the  report  of  th^t  committee* 
the  annual  charge  of  t^iat  duty  was  arh^  had  stidted  it  up  to 

.the. period  qf  that  report.  

'  Mr.  Jobnit^e  allowed  that  the  salt  empk>j!!vd .  in  the.  fishi* 
«eries  was  free  of  duty,  but  contended  that  ^vm  wcre.so.many 
•difficulties  and  impediments  thrown  lo-the  way,  that  it  was 
often  difficult  to  get  at  the  drawback. 

Sir  Rn  Button  o^tcitA  to  the  additional  duty  proposed  to 
be  laid  on  horses  employed  for:,lhe  purposes  of  agriculture4 
Jt  went,  he  said,  to  encourage  the  gras^  farmer  instead  of  the 
growth  of  corn,  wliereas  to  promote  the  growth  of  com 
ought  to  be  the  uniform  policy  of « the  house.  He  was  not, 
however,  one  of  those,  he  said^  who  wished  to  :tbrow  any 
'ihihg  in  the  way  of  ministers  i  and.as:  th«y  found  it  mxfi^ 
sary  to  lay  duties  on  their  C0|istituent5»  tbrf^jCmg^-  to.  nriake 
some  sacrifices  themselves*  ,As  Jt  wa^./o^nd. necessary; (o' 
lay  an  additional  duty  on  je|:ter9Ktbeyioi;igAt,tQ  give  up  tl^ijlr 
privilege  of  franking.  He  could  not  sit  down  without  ad- 
.  verting  to  what  had.  fallen,  from  an  honourable  gentleman 
respeaing-  the  popularity  of  .the  war.  Instead  of  Cr<eatiug 
discontent^  there  never  was  awar^.the  hon.  baronet tboiight, 
>ibat  was  more  liked  by  ^.deseriptions  of  people  than  the 
'  present. 

Mr^  WimdhMtn  could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  baronet  re* 

.  lative  ui  the  right  of  franking  .letters.    He  was  not  for  giviiig 

9p  that  privilege  and  argV^d^ltM  it  rented  on  .a  ground  very 

different 
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lUfferent  from  the  mere  concideration  of  exfc&ce.  It%at 
chiefly  valuable  as  a  feather  in  their  cap,  and  gave  them  .|i 
power  of  confirrhi^  faTotir»*^tbe  only  power  perhaps*  con*- 
nected  with  their  situation -which  was  independent  of  placa 
It  enabled  them  also  to  promote  4iseful  corre^ndence,  and 
thus  perhaps  to  encourage  talents  and  literature.  For  his  own 
party  he  ackt^owledged  that  he  *had  had  literary  correspond 
dences  which  would  not  have  existed  had  it  not  been  for  somr 
such  inducement* 

The  ChaneeUar  of  the  Emcbequer  was  of  opinion  that  the 
rif^ht  of  Cranking  was  not  so  much  anadvamage  to  them« 
sdTes  as  an  accommodation  to  the  public  at  lai'ge  and  to 
didr  constitnents :  the  whole  sum,  besides,  which  might  he 
diverted  by  this  means  from  the  revenue  amounted  to  vexy 
lictle,  not  above  forty  thousand  pounds  a  year.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  hon«  baronet,  either  that  this  additional 
dnty  on  agxicultuml  horses  would  discourage  the  corn  far- 
.  men  He  did  not  think  the  circumstance  of  paying  7s.  moir 
for  a  horse  could  induce  the  farmer  to  relinquish  the  supe- 
rior advantigei  of  growing  com.  The  taxes,  both  during 
last  war  and  the  present  he  contended  bore  ample  testimony 
to  the  disinterestedness  of  parliament,  in  regard  to  the  lower 
oidcrs  of  the  peoples  Tbm  never,  perhaps,  was  a  system  of 
lazttion  of  whicn  the  wd^  in  proportion  fell  less  heavily 
on  the  people. 

tim  K»  Buxton  was  ready  to  give  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
every  credit  for  the  disposition  he  had  always  shewn  to  re- 
lieve the  lower  orders  fitim  the  weight  of  the  burdens  of  the 
state. 

Mr.  Lascelles  vTlshed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  consider 
more  maturely  the  subject.  The  duty  laid  on  the  agricul- 
tural farmer  was  a  bounty  to  the.  grazing  fanner.  He  would 
not  say  the  ad<)itiona|  doty  would  prevent  raising  com,  but  it 
certainly  wem  to  discourage  it,  and  the  interest  of  xhehr^ 
mer,  he  argue4>  ^tt9M  the  interest  of  the  public,  so  fiur  as  pro* 
duce  was  concerned. 

Mr.  Fuller  and  the  Chancellor  di  the  Exchequer  had  a 
short  conversation  on  the  property  tax,  as  it  relates  to  pro- 
perty in  wood*  Mr.  Fuller  insisted,  that  though  wood,  on 
an  average,  might  not  be  considered  as  productive  within  less 
than  fourteen  years,  yet  that,  according  to  the  general  mode 
of  cutting  wood,  the  owner  of  sueh  property  on  the  other 
hand  might  be  a  gainer  by  having  returns  previous  to  the 
necessary  payneat  of  the  imtahneuts* 

The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


iA  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.         [Commoki, 

The  several  resolutions  iirere  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered 
toISc  brought  in  accordingly. 

Afr.  IVifidhmn  rose  to  state,  that  in  looking  at  the  papery 
Before  the  house  relative  to  the  number  of  men  that  had 
been  raised  for  the  army  in  the  different  counties,  he  dis- 
covered a  nlistake  in  the  number  stated  to  have  been  raised 
in  Surrey.  Sixty-two  was  there  stated  as  the  number  This, 
liowcver,  he  was  informed,  was  not  the  case  ;  and  therefore 
requested  that  the  secretary  at  war,  should  he  find  this  to  be 
^  mistake,  would  have  the  goodness  to  have  it  corrected. 

Oft  the  motion  of  Lord  Marsham  leave  was  given  to  the 
committee  apj^inted  to  try  the  merits  of  the  rwo  petitions 
from  certain  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  adL 
joum  to  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  brought  in  his  "bill  for  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and,  after  some 
conversation  between  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Wilbcfforce,  and  Mr. 
Brooke,  was  ordered' to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday 
sc*nnight. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kinnaird,  the  order  of  the  house, 
directing  the  printing  of  certain  papers  relative  to  Sir  H  Pop^ 
ham,  was  read.  :       •         ' 

Mr.  Kinnaird  had  made  this  motion,  he  said,  in  oWer  that 
this  order  might  be  discharged ;  aS  he  was  assured  that  a!l 
the  papers  relative  to  this  subject  could  not  be  printed  in 
time  for  the  perusal  of  the  hoifefe  previous  to  the  period  fixed 
for  their  discussion.  The  obstaac  had  arisen  from  many  of 
the  printers  refusing  to  work,  fo  that  even  the  votes  of  the 
house,  he  was  assured,  would  not  be  got  forward.  He  there- 
fore moved,  that  the  said  order  be  discharged,  as  far  as  it 
related  to  an  account  of  the  provisioning  of  the  ships  under 
Sir  li.  Popham ;  and  an  account  Of  the  bills  drawn  by  per- 
sons on  -board  the  Romney  during  his  command.  ' 

The  ChnnreUor  of  the  Exchequer y  on  hearing  the  title  of 
these  papers,  could  not  think  the*  information  oF  the  house 
could  be  complete  >yithout  them,  and  on  that  ground  op- 
posed the  motion. 

Mr,  Ktmmird  had  no  objection  to  withdraw  the  motion, 
as  it  was  entirely  an  accommodation  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
himself  tivrit  he  had  proposed  it ;  and  who,  indeed,  had  sug- 
gested it  to  him  that  the  business?  mlj;ht  not,  from  the  crr- 
*  ccrtstances  he  had  stated,  suiStr  any  delay. 
•'    •  The  motion.  \ts3  according"' y  withdrawn.   -      '  *  v  '   • 

On  the  moricn  of  Mr.'  SheritSm,  thb  id^\irfieaiicbaie-con- 

ccrning 
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oeming  th^sh^rlS  of  Middlesex  at  thd"  election  ^|  .18029 
which  stood  for  that  day,  waslax^er  postponed  (Ul  the,&>K 
lowing  T^iesday.  .   .     »     . 

The  qtiasintiQC  bill  was  re-committed  to  a  con^m^ttee  q£ 
the  whole .  house,  underwent  some  alterations,  and  was  or* 
dcrcd  to  be  reported  oh  Thursday.— Adjourned  to  Thursday^ 

HOUSE   OT   tORDS.  .        , 

THURSDAXi  F^RUARY  2U 

^  Oa  the  motioa:  of  therbbhop  .of  Oxford,,  thanks* were 
mxed  to  thehisfaop  of  -  Rochcarer,-  for  the  soiDon  preacbed 
by  him  the  jpreccdtng  day,  bef(»re  their  lordships,  on  oc€a« . 
sion  of  the  general  &st«  .     ,     . 

'  The  Greenland  whale  fishery  and  the  loyalty^ban  biib- 
were  severally  passed  through  a  eommittee,  and  orderod'to 
be  reported. 

Witnesses  were  sworn  in  the  Lingbftm  divorce  case,  as  to 
the  probability  of  the  lady's  place  of  residence  at  prescBt, 
which  is  in  Paris. 

^  MR.  JOSTICE  FOX. 

T^e  Duhe  of  Clarence  declared^  that  it  was  with  great  re* 
lactaace  be  rose  to  make  a  few  observations  upon  the  subject 
of  an  order  df  the  house,  which  was  that  day  to  be  sub* 
mitted  to  their  consideration — he  meant  the  investigation  of 
the  charge  which  had  been  made  against  one  of  his  majes* 
ty  s  judg^  This  important  question  was  to  be  contemplated 
in  two  vieirs,  1st,  with  a  consideration  of  the  satred  charac^ 
ter  of  the  judge,  and  the  nature  of  the  charges  which  had 
been  brought  against  him ;  and,  adly,  with  a  rocoUectioa 
that,  fortunately  for  the  annals  cf  tliis  country,  this  was  tht 
first  charge  of  that  nature  that  had  been  brought  before  Par* 
liament  since  the  passing  of  the  act  to  secure  the  indepen* 
dence  of  the  judges.  Ihese  considerations  weighed  so  hea- 
vily upon  his  mindj  that  he  was  induced  to  pause  before 'he 
gave  his  vote  for  the  adoption  of  any  particular  m^dc  of  pro* 
ceedingy  by  which  the  house  might  be  brought  into  an  em- 
barrassed or  difficult  situation,  or  in  consequence  of  ivhich 
a  dangerous  precedent  might  be  laid  for  the  regulation  of 
.  similar  proceedings  in  future.  From  ^  due  consideration  of 
all  the  arguments  which  had  already  been  advanced,  and 
firom  his  own  most  serious  deUberation  upon  the  subject,  he 
was  well  convinced  that  it  would  be  most  becoming  the  digr 
nity  of  that  house,  and  most  consonant  toi<he  principles  of 
justice^  that  the  question  shQuld.be  left  to^  originate  in  ano- 
ther 
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Aer  place,  ^nd  that  their  lord^ps  Aould  then  be  eaHed^M 
to^hre  their  tkciskmiceocding  to  what  erideace  Aoidd  then 
9ppear  before  them.  In  order  to  gi^e  snch  an  oroortunitf 
to  the  other  ho^e,  he  metwl,  thift  the  orditt  fyt  me  house 
gomg  now  hito  a  conrideradon  of  the  qoeition  be  withdrawn, 
with  an  intention  to  move  that  a  irah  order  be  made  for 
that  house  to  discuss  the  merkt  c£  the  ^se  the  next  day  six 
weeks. 

The  E/trl  of  Ltmeriel  assnred  the  house  that  there  was  not 
any  bias  npon  hismittd  diat. could  tndinc  htmt  dirov^h  any 
anotWe  of.pany,  to  widi  that  die  ddbiMeiicy  of  the  learned 
person^  wI^d  was  now  spoken  o^  should  be  estdduhed  \  no* 
ther  had  he  any  personal  connection  or  regard  that  could  in* 
duce  him  to  express  a  i\€tpe  that  the  iulQett  which  waa  now 
before  thebi»k»*dships  ishonld  not  nndergo  the  niost  inn  ^pd 
ample  investigation.  Whenheconsideiedi  however,  that^a 
great  portion  of*4he.  ethohnnettts  of  a  judge^s  office  in  Ire- 
land dcp<3xd6d  upon  his  going  the  circuit,  and  that  a  charige 
of  this  nature  hanginj^  over  his  head  might  prevent  him  firom 
.  so  doing ;  when  he  further  oumdered  the  enormous  expence 
tmd  very  great  inconvenience  which  the  witnesses  in  this  case 
might  be  put  to  by  a  postpon«meBC  of  their  cxaminatton  at 
the  bar  of  the  house,  he  thought  the  principles  of  jottice  re* 
qufa^  that  the  investigation  of  the  condiict.of  that  learaod 
person  should  take  j^bce  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  that, 
ff  he  was  guilty,  the  severest  punishment  which  wa^  possible* 
should  be  inflicted  on  him,  as  this  was  the  firsts  A;if .  so  it 
might  be^the  last  offimce  of  that  nature  that  would  be  bronsl^^ 
before  parliament ;  or,  if  he  was  acquitted  of  the  charge, 
that  his  mind  should  be  restored  to  its  proper  txxwty  and  that 
ho  should  be  restored  to  the  performance  of  that  duty  which 
the  Irish  public  had  a  right  to  expect  of  him. 
•  The  Earl  (f  Car/itie  was  of  'opinion  that  the  proceedings 
3of  their  lordships  at  present  would  be  like  that  of  a  graad 
jury;. they  would  have,  in  the  first  instance,  to. search  out 
the  nature  of  the  crime  $  and  if,  after  that,  they  were  to  be 
brought  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  the  same  person  whon 
Wought  up  from  another  tribuni^l,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  them  to  be  without  some  bias  upon  their  mind,  1  he  difu 
ficulties  to  which  an  illustrious  duke  had  adverted,  and  which 
had  been  mentioned  on  a  former  night,  were  also  most  se- 
rious arguments  for  the  postponement  of  this  discussion.  As 
it  wiiuld  not  g^  rid  of  the  question,  but  would  only  set  it 
at  rest  for  si^  weeks,  he  hMtily  coocuired  with  the  illus- 

trioui. 
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'  The  ib^r^ifrkfriiir^AiMS  fir^^  a  mhnite  dotsu}  of  the  po« 
lOiMmg^^tf  l!<hMfitMi^  Md  >ir  the  dtiBRmnt  arguments  which 
had  '6eai=^1<dfriblft:d49iif  ejtii^  side..  The  nbble  lord  then 
aHudcxi  t^  fhd^eti'tf  vMlMmniient  to  the  house  in  their 
proceedings.  He  contended,  however,  that  if  the  other 
KMl6%ral^^gfi^-f0' oit'fei^eac)^  at  k  future  period, 
tfieycMMrhlorTtfi^M^rbbject  to  in  Address  ^or  the  rd- 
fliia#a<]f'ihlf  pimoinpwldlxrdleyn^  as  xht  removal 

'VRft  ^1a^i^l9»  fiie^>te9s^  punishment  of  the  twcr^  {f,  oil 
tkC'Otfler  hand^^^elifc  ^hcnae  slionid  have  voted  an  address  to 
%&'flAaJl^stjs  ^a^»g  theretn^vatof  luch  a  person,  they  un- 
tftt^A^oMff  it^Id'^'mr'  djo-rso  on  light  groimds,  but  still 
tliettfmf'ght'^otttea'legsA  or' a  sufficient  ground  for  their 
^dnvteting  Mnn  on  articles  af  impeachment.  Therefore  it 
iqsjpktenfd  fo  h^mi  that  neither  house  would  be-  bound  to  any^ 
thing  filrtlier  by  skfapring-  the  mode  which  was  regularif  be- 
'fefe  them  V  <t>ld,  as  much  inconvenience  mieht  result  from 
'adopting  the  proposition  of  the  illustrious  duke^  he  felt  it  to 
he  hto^ulV'td  Vote  in  support  of  the  order  of  the  house. 

Lbr4^^AaMmi  declared  that  he  reiH7had  wished  that  the 
^Moetodtfig  illouM  have  originated  in  another  place;  buty 
Hoii^  that  be  found  himself  in  the  situation  in  which  he'was» 
iio#'  tfi)>  pipers  had  been  laid  before  the  house,  and  their 
h)fd4lipA  had  come  to  a  resolution,  or  made  an  order  on  the 
sM^bd  matter  of  these  papers,  he  conceived  that  he  was 
bo^nd  fb  prdceed  with  the  investigation. 

Loi^J  AfulgrM^e  protested  against  the  admission  of  such  a 
moDstrom  doctrine  as  that  one  house  could  not  adopt  a  cer- 
tain mode  of  proceedings  without  having  a  certain  know- 
ledge that  ft  would  be  acceded  to  in  the  other.  It  un- 
doubtedly would  sometimes  happen,  that  a  difference  of 
djnnion  might  arise  between  two  great  assemblies,  but  still 
each  was  to  guide  its  conduct  by  its  own  judgment,  and  by 
the  ficts  which  might  be  brought  before  them.  This  house 
might  see  that  there  was  such  a  degree  of  impropriety  in  the 
conduct  of  a  judge,  diat  they  might  address  his  majesty  for 
his  removal,  while  the  house  of  commons  might  conceive 
that  there  was  something  criminal  in  his  conduct  and  im- 
peach him ;  but  their  lordships  would  be  perfectly  at  liberty 
to  either  convict  or  acquit  the  person  so  accused,  according 
as  the  matter  would  be  then  stated  before  them. 

L^rd  Carleion  opposed  the  motion,  and  made  some  remarks 
Vou  I.  1805.  Xx  upon 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


UB  .   THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [tQ^BI# 

upon  tl;ie  manner  in  which  the* charge  had  been  supported, 
upon  this 

The  Marquif  of  Abtrcorn  assured  the  noble  lord  and  the 
house,  that  he  had  no  other  object  in  view,  but  that  of  doing 
justice  between  the  liearned  person  who  was  then  the  subject 
of  debate,  and  the  public  at  large.  . 

Earl  Spencer  gave  full  weight  toaU  the  arguments  which 
&ad  been  advanced,  respecting  t;he  inconvenience  to  which 
Vritnesses  and  to  which  the  learned  person  himself  would  be 
subject,  but  a  consideration  of  the  inconveniences  which 
inight  result  to  parliament  had  much  mpr«  w.:ight  upon 
his  mind.  He  therefore  supported  the  motion  of  the  illu^ 
trious  duke.  ». 

'  Lord  Ha^iesiury  defended  the  priginal.  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, ^nd  maintained  that  it  wa^  much^  better  calculated  to, 
answer  the  ends  ^t  justice;,  than,  that  >vhich  had  becpi  that 
iiight  proposed.  .  It  was  mpst.decQro\«s  that  the  same  persons 
who  began  to  investigate  the  cor^duc^  of  any  person  what- 
ever, should  investigate  it  throughout  and  come  to  a  final, 
decision.       , 

Lord  OrenvilJe  declared  that  a  more  extraordinary,  doctrine 
he  had  never  hpafd,lai<i  down  gravely  in  that  house,  than 
that  one  and  the  same  individual  slvpudid  be  l^ied  twice  fpr 
one  and  the  same  offence.  There  was  no  court  of  justice  in 
his  majesty^s  dominions  that  would  for  a  moment  entertain 
the  abominable  propositioq.  The  act,  he  believed  in  his 
conscience,  was  passed  to  prevent  personis  who  were  inca^ 
pable  of  performing  the  duties  of  their  office,  or  who  flight 
be  immoral  characters*  bynn  longer  holding  the  situation  of  a 
judge.  It  was  a  sort  of  milder  punishment  than  that  of  vat^ 
peachment,  which  was  directed  to  something  criminal.  When 
he  heard  a  noble  lord  make  the  assertion,  that  it  was  most 
proper  that  the  persons  who  commenced  the  investigation 
should  go  through  with  it  and  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
case,  he  might  suppose  that  the  ordinary  proceeding  of  our 
courts  of  justice  were  nearly  at  an  end.  He  might  expect  to 
hear  the  noble  lord  come  down  to  the  h6us3  the  next  day, 
and  move  to  overturn  the  whole  system  of  the  justice  of  the 
country.  The  ordinary  and  the  established  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding was  for  a  grand  jury  to  hear  only  one  side  of  the 
question,  *and  on  that  to  find  a  bill ;  but  then  the  same  per- 
sons did  not  go  on  to  the  conviction  of  the  party  accused.  It 
would  be  remembered  that,  in  the  case  of  Warren  Hastings^ 
the  other  house,  when  the  charges  were  alleged  against  him, 

gave 
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gave  him  an  opportnnity  of  being  heard  at  the  bar-  in  hit 
defence,  before  a  single  article  of  impeachment  was  made 
out  against  him.  They  then  brought  him  before  this  house^ 
which,  by  virtue  of  its  superior  privilege,  examined  witnessed 
upon  oath.  In  the  case  of  Sir  Klljah  Impey,  also,  a  defence 
was  made  at  the  biu*  of  the  other  house,  and  in  consequence 
of  that  defence  the  charges  were  set  aside.  ^Fbe  house  of 
commons  therefore  were  properly  the  grand  jury,  who  un-^ 
dertook  the  first  investigation  of  the  charge,  and  either 
founded  a  proceeding  on  it  or  rejected  the  accusation*  This 
was,  as  it  is  by  its  constitution,  the  court  of  justice,  the  proi 
vince  of  which  it  was,  to  exanaine  the  business  more  minutely, 
and  come  to  such  a  decision  as  the  case  might  warrant* 
Notwithstanding,  by  the  words  of  the  act  of  parlia»iicnt  upon 
which  this  proceeding  was  grounded,  the  accusation  had  a 
right  to  be  begun  in  either  house,  yet  the  idea  of  the  same 
persons  making  the  first  inquiry,  so  as  to  sift  out  the  nature 
of  the  crime,  and  afterw  rds  pronouncing  judgment  upon  the 
case,  was  so  repugnant  (o  every  principle  of  British  legisla- 
tion, that  he  thought  it  best  to  leave  the  other  house  an  op- 
portunity of  taking  up  the  measure,  if  they  should  think  fit. 
He  was  the  more  inclined  to  do  so,  as,  if  he  Was  not  misin- 
JEbrmed,  the  delay  which  had  already  taken  place  in  tha( 
house  was  occasioned  by  the  petitions  not  having  been  r©» 
newed.  The  short  delay  which  had  been  proposed  would 
only  give  them  an  opportunity  to  renew  the  petitions,  and 
then  the  business  would  come  in  its  regular  course  before" 
this  house.  He  therefore  supported,  most  cordially,  the 
motion  of  the  noble  and  illustrious  duke. 

Lord  Sidmoutb  said,  that  in  the  natural  division  of  the  re4 
spective  duties  and  privileges  of  the  .two.  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, that  which  was  judicial  seemed  to  belong  as  peculiarly 
to  the  chamber  of  lords,  as  that  which  respected  finance  be- 
longed to  the  chamber  of  commons.  He  by  no  means  ques- 
tio^d  the  right  of  either  house  to  originate  subjects  of  every 
fijm,  but  their  lordships  well  knew  that  the  chamber  of  com- 
lajhs  did  in  fact  claim  and  exercise  the  right  of  commencing 
qniestions  of  finance ;  and  it  could  not  be  denied  but  that 
the  house  of  lords,  by  possessing  the  power  of  adcrunistcring 
an  oath,  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  discussion  of  judicisd. 
questions.  He  therefore  thought  that  this  question  properly 
began  here ;  and  he  could  see  no  just  ground  whatever  for 
the  delay  of  six  weeks  \  at  the  end  of  that  time  they  might 
be  in  the  same  situation  as  they  were  now.    It  was  of  the 

Xx  2  utmost 
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ptmost  importance  that  the  matter  should  be  decided  en 
forthwith.  The  noble  lord  opposite  (Lord  GrenviUc)  seemed 
to  resolve  the  power  of  the  two  houses,  as  to  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  judges,  into  the  single  cAse  of  supervening 
imbecility  y  now,  he  thought  that  this  was  a  case  more  suited 
to  ministerial  arrangement,  and  of  which  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  take 
cognizance. 

Lord  Grenvllle  could  scarcely  believe  that  the  noble  vi»^ 
count  liad  been  in  the  house  when  he  spoke  s  so  totally  had 
the  noble  viscount  mistated  what  he  had  said.  He  had  ex* 
pressly  enumerated  three  grounds  upon  which  the  two  houses 
would  fed  it  their  duty,  under  the  act  of  king  Willism,  lo 
address  his  majesty — i.  Crime  in  the  execution  of  his  duty. 
2.  Criminal  conduct  not  in  the  execution  of  his  duty ;  and 
3,. Supervening  incapacity. 

After  some  mutual  explanations,  the  house  divided  on  the 
motion  for  adjourning  the  discussion. 

Contents  9 — Not  Contents  36. 

It  therefore  stands  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  charges. , 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT  IN,  IRELAND. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
for  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland  was 
called  for.     Previous  to  its  being  read, 

Lord  Grenville  moved,  that  an  humble  address  be  prc- 
setited,  prayins  his  majesty  to  order  to  be  laid  before  the 
house  a  specification  of  the  conditions  upon  which  all  the 
persons  imprisoned  under  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus 
for  the  last  twelve  months  had  been  delivered.  The  noble 
lord  thought  that  this  information  was  necessary  to  enaUe 
their  lordships  to  .judge  of  the  propriety  of  again  suspending 
that  most  important  act  \  and  he  had  so  worcied  his  motion 
as  to  prevent  all  pqssiblc  inconvenience  from  the  production 
of  the  paper. 

Lord  Haivlcsbury  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that 
the  production  of  this  paper  would  be  attended  with  no  in- 
convenience. In  his  opinion,  it  would  be  seriously  mischiev* 
ous.     There  was  no  precedent  for  such  a  disclosure. 

The  Marquis  of  Siigo  conceived  it  possible  that  in  some 
instances  the  conditions  on  which  persons  had  been  dis- 
charged from  confinement  would  be  totally  destroyed^  and 
the  purposes  disappointed,  by  disclosure.  It  might  be  sup* 
posed  that  they  were  made  accessary  to  dis(:overies>  apd  that 

they 
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they  had  become  the  secret  agents  of  government.  He  did 
not  know  this ;  but  he  should  conceive  it  ^o  be  good  policy 
to  make  this  use  of  them. 

Lord  Gretimlle  remarked,  that  no  person  connected  with 
government  had  stated  any  poss  ble  mischief  that  could  arise 
from  his  motion,  ;md  he  certainly  foresaw  none. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  all  the  benefits  of  the  sus- 
pension of  the  habeas  corpus,  as  a  measure  of  precaution, 
would  be  infinitely  short  of  the  detriment  which  this  motioa 
vould^do;  and  he  could  take  upon  himself  distinctly  to  say, 
that  the  production  of  the  paper  moved  for  would  do  serious 
mischief. 

The  motion  was  negatived* 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  called -for,  and  the  bill  for 
continuing  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland 
till  six  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  se^ion  of 
parliament,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
committed. 

Lord  Haivheshury  rose,  he  said,  to  move  for  the  discharge 
of  the  standing  rule,  which  requires  that  no  bill  of  this  na- 
ture shall  go  through  two  stages  in  one  day ;  and  he  thought  ^ 
it  right  to  state,  that  he  did  this  in  order  to  move  that  the 
house  should  go  into  a  committee  that  night  on  the  bill 
which  had  been  just  read.  The  fcasons  for  this  urgency 
were,  that  the  present  suspension  act  would  expire  on  Tues- 
day next,  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  time  for  the  usual  fora)s 
of  the  house.  As  to  the  necessity  for  continuing  the  suspen- 
sion, he  presumed  to  think  that  little  need  be  said.  Though 
he  could  assure  the  house,  that  at  no  period  was  the  north  of 
Ireland  more  tranquil  or  more  loyal  tlian  the  present,  yet  he 
was  sorry  that  he  could  not  say  the  same  of  every  part  of 
that  country.  The  reasons  for  the  suspension  were  noto- 
rious, it  was  perfectly  known  that  there  were  not  merely 
committees  of  Irishmen  in  France,  but  corps  embodied,  and 
in  the  pay  of  the  enemy  ;  that  they  held  correspondence  with 
disaffected  persons  in  Ireland  ;  and  therefore  he  thought  .that 
if  pounds  had  subsisted  for  suspending  this  glorious  act,  no 
less  than  nine  times  in  the  course  of  th^  last  war,  much 
greater  subsisted  now.  He  concluded  with  moving  to  dis- 
charge the  standing  order. 

The  Marquis  of  Slfgo  took  notice  of  the  expression,  that 
the  Jiorth  of  Ireland  only  was  loyal.  He  believed  that  every 
part  of  the  country  was  loyal ;  taken  in  the  mass,  it  was  in  a 
most  perfect  state }  though  he  was  ready  to  owo  that  emis* 

saries 
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saries  might  be  at  work  to  sow  disaffection,  and  that  this  bill 
mieht  be  necessary  and  useful  to  keep  them  quiet. 

2.ord  Ha'ujkesiury  explained  that  he  by  no  means  intended 
to  say  that  the  north  of  Ireland  only  was  loyal,  but  that  he 
could  not  say  so  much  of  the  tranquillity  of  every  part  of 
Ireland  as  of  the  north. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  said,  that  whatever  reasons  there 
might  be  for  continuing  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus 
in  Ireland^  there  could  be  none  for  treating  parliament  in 
this  summary, way.  Acts  of  parliament  were  not  subject  to 
apoplexy.  Their  dissoUnion  was  necessarily  foreseen,  and  it 
became  the  duty  of  ministers  to  explain  to  that  house  what 
had  prevented  their  introduction  of  this  hill  ip  time  for  it  to 
undergo  its  regular  investigation.  It  seemed  necessary  to 
create  a  new  patent  ofEce,  to  apprize  ministers  of  the  ap- 
proaching death  of  their  own  acts.  He  was  an  enemy  to 
this  unexplained  mode  of  depriving  the  subject  of  his  most 
invaluable  privilege,  and  trusted  they  would  be  told  why  TJX 
this  unprecedented  speed  was  necessary. 

Lord  Hawhesbt4ry  assured  the  noble  earl  that  no  peer  could 
pay  more  sacred  regard  to  the  lii>ertie6  of  the  people  than 
himself.  But  in  this  instance  rh  re  was  no  time  to  go 
through  the  usual  forms,  since  the  present  act  would  expire 
on  Tuesday  next,  and  it  req  ircd  time  x%  forward  the  act, 
after  it  had  received  the  royal  assent,  to  that  kingdom. 

Earl  Spencer  observed,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
the  act  should  be  again  suspended,  but  whether  it  should  be 
suspended  without  inquiry  ?  Parliament  had  sat  si-^ce  the 
15th  of  January — Why  not,  if  the  reasons  for  this  bill  were 
notorious,  introduce  it  sooner,  to  give  it  the  sanction  of  de- 
liberate inquiry  ?  As  to  the  notoriety  of  the  grounds  for  the 
suspension,  he,  for  one,  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  was  de- 
nied all  means  of  knowledge.  A  noble  marquis  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  country,  had  said  that  it  was  in  a 
perfect  state.  Why  then  all  this  haste  ?  I  .ven  after  depart- 
ing from  all  the  rules  of  the  house,  it  was  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  act  could  arrive  in  Ireland  in  tinje  ;  for  it  could  not 
receive  the  royal  assent  before  ^?.tu "diy. 

The  Earl  if  Longford  agued  that  the  state  of  Ireland  im* 
pcriously  demanded  the  continuance  of  the  suspension  of  the - 
habeas  corpus.  Noble  lords  on  this  side  of  the  water  had 
heard  of  the  horrors  of  rebelliori  -  but  they  had  felt  them. 
He  could  truly  say,  that  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus 
had  been  a  hardship  only  on  the  disaffected  and  traitorous. 
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The  loyal  and  well-di9tH>6ed  bad  suffered  no  grievance  on  that 
account.  i  • 

The  Duh(  of  Montr^si  supported,  the  motion^  and  assured, 
the  hopse^  from  his  own  peculbc  means  of  knowledges  that 
if  the  bill  received  the  royal  assent  on  Saturday^  it  wquld  ac* 
rive  in  Ireland  on  Monday. 

The  Earl  of  EnniskilUn  assured  the  hoiise>  from  a  resi^ 
dence  in  Ireland  for  fourteen  moncbsi  that  the  bill  was  uft<> 
fortunately  necessary. 

Thp  Duke  of  Chrtme  contende<l  that  the  question  was  not . 
whetiier  the  bill  was  necessary,  but  whether  they  should  pass. 
it  without  inquiry.  The  noble  secretary  spoke  of  his  venera-, 
tion  for  the  habeas  corpus^  and  yet  by  his  conduct  sported  with 
it  in  the  most  wQQt<m  manner.  What  had  ministers  been 
doing  for  the  six  weeks  that  parliament  hid  sa't»  not  to  fairing 
in  this  most  important  bill  in  time  to  allow  the  house  to  dis*  . 
charge  their  duty  to  the  country  ? 

Earl  Limerick  went  into  a  statement  to  shew  the  urgent 
nature  of  the  measure^  and  said>  that  even  mercy  to  the  pea<« 
santry  of  Ireland  demanded  that  they  should  pass  tliis  bill,  to 
protect  them  fi^m  the  machinations  to  which  they  were, 
subject. 

,  The  Earl  of  Darnlty  was  averse  from  granting  such  a 
power  to  any  set  of  ministeiSi  and  to  the  present  least  of  all, 
fpr  it  was  known  that  they  were  totally  divided  among  them-. 
selves  as  tb  the  treatment  of  the  If  ish  people.  One  set  of 
them  had  gone  out  of  office  expressly  because  they  could  not 
obtain  for  the  Irish  what  they  thpught  they  deserved^  and  . 
what  would  keep  them  loyal :  the  other  ha  i  come  in  on  the 
express  condition  of  withholding  from  the  Irish  this  boon. 
Could  he  give  to  such  men  this,  tremendous  act  without  in-* 
quiry  ? 

Lord  Auckland  declared  his  cpnviction  of  the  necessity  of. 
the  billy  and  at  the  same  time  could  not  figure  any  objection 
as  to  the  propriety  of  discharging  the  two  standing  orders  of 
the  house,  which,  instead  of  being  an  infringement,  was 
in  itself  a  recognition  of  their  privileges  remaining  in  full 
force. 

Lord  GrenvilU  could  by  no  means  allow  it  to  be  esteemed 
as  a  reason  for  their  lordships  discharging  any  of  the  stand- 
ing orders  of  that  house,  that  there  had  not  been  time  suf- 
ficient before  the  period  when  the  bill  was  brought  to  them^ 
to  carry  it  through  the  other  house  of  parliament  ?  Why  had. 
not  the  measure  been  brought  forward  weeks  before  ?  And, 

if 
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V  rnhnstors  were  realty  serious  in  their  representations  as  to 
the  necessity  of  the  continuance  uf  the  suspensioni  were  thej 
not  cuipable  in  thus  entrusting  the  tranquillity  of  Ireimd  to 
the  uncertainty  of  the  winds  and  waves  ?  .Daring  aknost  all 
the  suspensions  of  the  habeas  corpus  which  had  occurred  for 
many  years,  committees  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why 
such  a  st^  should  be  di^nsed  with  now.  He  was  not  pre- 
'  pared  to  say,  either  from  his  own  personal  knowledge,  or  as 
a  memlyer  of  that  housCf  that  he  w:is  convinced  the  measure 
was  unnecessary/  It  was,  however^  incumbent  'On  noble 
lords  who  sought  to  continue  the  suspensioni  to  prove  that 
necessity ;  he  was  not  botmd  to  take  it  fttr  granted.  There 
was,  at  all  events,  no  parliamentaiy  gf ound  ror  agreeing  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  noble  lords  on  the  other  side>  and^ 
in  absence  of  all  such  probf,  he  could  hot*  agree  to  dispense 
with  the  established  orders  of  the  house.  If  it  should  faap' 
ifien  that  the  act  should  expire  before  evidence  of  the  renewal 
reached  Ireland,  he  presumed  the  government  there  would 
knqw  so  much  what  wa^  required  of  them  as  to  continue  it 
in  force  for  a  few  days,  and  he  knew  that  in  doing  so  they 
would  be  indemnified  by  parliament.  If,  however,  it  was 
Ac  resolution  of  their  lordships  so  far  to  overturn  the  ordi« 
sary  regulations  of  that  house,  as  to  allow  the  bill  to  go 
through  more  than  one  stage  in  a  day,  he  thought  they  had 
better  carry  it  through  all  its  stages  that  night. 

Lord  Aluigrave  thought  it  remarkable,  that  while  alt  their 
lordships  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  bad  expressed  their 
determination  not  to  oppose  the  bill,  they  still  wished  to 
object  to  the  only  n>easure  that  was  calculated  to  give  it  due 
and  timely  effect.  He  was  particularly  astonished  diat  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last  should  blame  ministers  for  en- 
trusting the  safety  of  Ireland  to  the  chance  of  the  winds  and 
waves,  while  he  himself  wished,  by  interposing  delays,  to 
add  to  the  dangers  to  be  from  thence  expected.  But  still 
more  was  he  astonished  to  hear  that  noble  lord  recommend 
to  the  government  of  Ireland  an  infringement  on  the  law  of 
the  land  ;  while  he  himself  was  so  much  afraid  of  a  depar- 
ture from' a  standing  order  of  that  house,  even  when  it  was 
sought  to  be  discharged  in  virtue  of  another  order  of  the 
house  equally  binding. 

.  'ITie  ouestion  was  then  put,  that  the  two  standing  orders^ 
tA  and  155,  be  discharged. 

Oq 
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Tiie  hpuiie  then  ywot  'wXo  %  commjttce  on  the  biU>  v^di 

^e  Duke  of  Clarence  mpved,  aa.an  aniendcnent^  inste^id  of. 

•4he  wosfis*-*^  do  condauc.fpcjtlu:  spsce  of  six.^t:c:ks.^iV'  tJU 

msiitng  cf^  the  uext  sasion  of  parliament ^^  thp  words  **  jjjfikr 

4oe  dlaie  rf  the  pasiiftg  rf ihU  uciJ*'         .    -.    ,- 

This  aineiidaient  wa$  tiegativt:^ .witjaidnt  9  division.    '     .;; 

Tlie  othor clause  Tvcre  tj)^  gone  tbrocigbi  thcrepoft.was 
^f^etved  ;  the  bill  wss  road  a  thir<l  U^ev*  paased^  mA  ^mi!k'' 
4age  to  chat  e&ct  orUeroixo  be  soot  to  rhk^oniihonsl: — Ait- 
^ourncd.  •       -  ,  l      :  -  . :     j  i  .    ^ 

HOtrSE   Of   COWMONwS. 

THURSDAY,  fEBRUARY  21. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  CalnCf  in  Wiltshire,  in  tht 
•room  of  Joseph  Jekyll*  esq.  bocome  one  of  his  mi^estj'^s 
counsel  learned  in  the  law.  .     .  i  « 

A  person  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Thames  navig^- 
4bn  presented  an  acccJunt  of  the  receipts  and  payments  of  j:hat 
Tfcosipany  in  the  year  18(14. 

•  Mr.  May  postponed  the  considerattott  of  the  petition*  fr^ 
'the  retail  dealers  of  Belfast;  against  the  six  >ptr  cent«  duties. 

Lord  Duiiio  brought  up  the  report  of  the  quarantine  bill, 
which,  with  the  amendments,  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Johnson,  frob  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  cf 
Ireland,  presented  certain  accounts^  wliich  were  ordered  to  He 
'OnthetaUe.         '. 

After  someconverlation  between  Mr.  Huskisson,  Mr.  Ros^, 
and  Mr.  CalcraftC,  it  tf  as  drdar^d,  on  the  motion  of  the  last- 
named  gentleman,  that  th*  report  of  the  committee  of  1801, 
on  the  salt  duties^  ber^^riilted. 

•  Sir  John  Nftwp^  mov^d;  that  a  list  of  all  revcrsionarjr 
grants  in  Ireland  since  ^st  JaViuary  1*795,  stating  thedat^and 
terms  of  those  grants  *,  together  with  all  compensations  fofr 
boroughs,  and  all  ckirtil^fctf'  such  i^cAr^iiienaafions,  whether  aK 
kywed  or  rejected,  and  the'cxpcYrces,  &c.  attending  such  claims, 
be  laid  before  the  house.     Ordered. 

The  Secretary  at  War  mfcved  for  an  account  of  the  number 
of  men  raised  under  thtf  army  of  r^scrVe  act  from  the  jst 
January  to  19th  June  1804.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Huskrsson  brought  in  the  loan  bill,  which  was  read  a 
^rst  time,  and  ordered  t6  be  read  a  second  t?lihe  neitt  day. 

Vol.  I.  1805.  Y  y  On 
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'  Oil  tWokion  of  Xiord  Dualpt  the  thasks  of  the  homse 
^ere  yotcd  to  t)r»  Hill,  for  hisjermon-  preached  before  the 
j^oiise  the  preeec&ng  day,  which  he  was  desired  to  prints 
;-  The  postage  duty  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  !Mr.  Huski«« 
spn%  read  a  &rst  timtt  and  ordeied  to  brread  a  second  tioie 

9CXtd9T. 

Mr.  Giles  postponed  his  moticm  relative  to  the  expiring 
Ittval  commisdon  from  Monday  to  Friday. 

Mr.  Hnskisno: brought  up  the  biU  fyr  imposing  an  addi-' 
tional  daty  on.hiorses,  which,  after  a  few  words  from  Sir 
JBTatkin  Williami  Wynne,  who  expressed  his  entire  disap^ 
probation  of  the  measure,  was  read  a  first  time,-  and  ordered 
tp  be  read  a  second  time  next  day. 

Lord  Ar^ibdd  Hamilton  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for 
Monday  se'imight,  relative  to  Irish  payments  at  par. 

Mr.  Johnstone  moved  that  the  account  of  the  distributing 
of  the  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  raised  by  his 
^najcsty  pursuant  to  an  act  of  last  session,  be  printed.  Or- 
4ored. 

HATlOKAt  9EFCNCJE. 

Mr,  WinHam^  in  rising  to  submit  to  the  house  the  motion 
aT which  he  had  given  notice  on  the  first  day  of  the  session^ 
<ould  not  forbear  calling  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
Sttmcrous  postponements  that  had  taken  place  with  respect  to 
the  motion,  none  of  which,  except  the  last,  had  originated 
with  him.  The  only  delay  that  was  chargeable  to  him  was 
Itndered  desirable  and  necessary  by  many  considerations.  The 
anoticn  he  was  about  to  offer  was  almost  precisely  the  some  as 
that  offered  by  hb  hon.  friend  on  the  bench  above  (Mr.  Fox), 
on  the  23d  of  June  last.  It  was  his  intention  to  review  th^e 
-various  acts  that  had  been  passed  for  the  defence  of  the  coun.* 
try,  and  to  consider  the  means  of  permaneiit  defence  which 
itbey  afforded*  He  conceived  k  necessary  t*  levise  those  acts^ 
and  to  render  the  provisions  of  thcni  WMm  complete  and  per* 
jpanent,  and  this  would  be  the  objcxt  of  the  firvt  part  of  his 
motion ;  the  second  part  of  which  would  be  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee  to  consider  the  best  means  of  making  the  im«> 
provement  he  proposed.  He  saw  many  gentlemen  on  the 
(Either  side  of  the  house  who  had  bought  it  most  necessary  to 
fpcview  the  system  of  defence  in  the'  last  session.  He  would 
ask  those  gentlemen  how  they  could  think  such  a  review  ne* 
pessary  tnai,  and  not  think  it  lull  as  necessary  now  ?  He  de- 
sired themtp  takctheiccountas  it  stood  then,  and  to  consider 
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in  whit  respect  the  balance  had  been  <hanged«  '  it  wai  fteees<^ 
saiy  to  aher  the  state  of  the  case  that  aone^^tiUDti^'^litttflrf  have 
taketi  place^  either  diat  the  enemy's  i^eaiit  or  annoyiktgtii 
should  haye  decreased^  or  that  our  relative  strength  shoi|ld 
Jiave  increased  more  than  theirs.  It  vras  necessary  alsOy  tbat 
this  diihihution'of  oiir  dangt^  fhoiild  nbl  beitempor^<e9^ 
sation,  bot  that  the  cause  of  apprehension  shduldhaVe  elfi^ 
tirdy  passed  away  not  to  return*  In  hts  opinidn'  tia  material 
change  had  taken  place.  It  was  tttie  ^kkac  addition  had  hiHI 
niade  to  our  force,  b^  if  even  a  greater  sddition  had  been 
made  that  would  not  be  sufficient.  Thc^  gieneral  ^ate  o^  6u| 
miliury  establishmentwas  what  it- would  tUSl  hecessary  to  in^ 
quire  into,  and  what  had  beetk  done  tinder  the  late  ddei^Ck 
act,  to  give  those  improvements  whicK  were  so  generally^  tf* 
lowed  to  be  wanting  brfore.  Those  ^o  bid  voted  for  a  com* 
mittce  of  inquiry  on  this  subject  before,  and  one  in  partico&r 
had  gone-  further  than  all  the  rest  (the  chancellor  of  the  «aft^ 
chequer),  were  he  thought  particularly  Called  upon  ta  suppoti 
his  motion.  He  should  feel  extrclme  surpriiie  if  they  should 
resist  it,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  think  what  reason  they  coulii 
possibly  ofier  for  such,  a  resistance,  except*  indeed,  they  vvtrc 
prepared  to  confess  chey  were  wrong  in  thdr  opinions  at  thiqt 
time ;  that  the  mea^res  they  arraigned  at  that  time  had  me^ 
rits  which  they  did  not  then  sce$  and  that  the  measure!|  fhe^ 
recommended  had  deficiencies  of  which  they  tvere  not  aware. 
Was  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (the  present  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer)  pre]>ared  to  say,  that  the  whole  of  the  additions  ' 
made  to  our  military  establishment  weire  made  b^  ,h|8  present 
cdlcagues,  whom  he  then  opposed ;  wis  he  prepared  to  say, 
that  the  measures  he  then  declared  bad  were  now  good,  and 
tbtt  the  men  he  then  censured  as  incapable,  were  now  most 
capablie?  Was  he  prepared  to  say  to  th<^e  men,  yottr  meai» 
sores  have  been  ^uch,  that  if  t  had  theh  had  the  opinion  ojF 
them  which  I  have  now;  1  woiild  not  have  voted  for  the  in* 
quiry  ?  Was  he  prepared  to  allow  <hat  every  thing  which  had 
been  done,  and  which  was  now  available,  was  done  by  themf 
Was  he  prepare^  to  say  to  his  now  noble  colleague,  of  whodi 
hie  was  then  the  strenuous  opponent, '  • 

Quod  «cio  et  fiicto*  si  facio  tuam  est? 
He  was,  indeed,  h/mself  prepared  to  allow,  that  the  noble  lord 
and  his  associates  had  done  much  more  than  had  been  done 
since  I  but  his  opinion  was  not  changed  as  to  the  positive  ds^^ 
liscts  of  what  they  had  done,  he  still  continued  of  opjiaion  tha^ 
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the  ioquu^^s  oeewMtt  ^^  I)is'dii9iight  thoster  mbo  voted 
for  it  00  the  form^.  occasion,  couid.not  do  otherwise  than 
support «his  motion  now..  If  it  yfw  meant  to  be uigucdy  that 
n]^  .were^proeur^  by  the  mea$ure9  ultimately  adopted  br 
the  UtoadinioislratioDy  and  then  in  progressi  he  had  never  de« 
nied.that  the  syslem  of  vailing  men.ftir  lank  would  prooars 
men-  He  was  ready  to  sfcllow  the  force  of  family  influence  ia 
Iceland  and  Scotbnd>  but  he  contended  that  the  principle  x>f 
d  system  of  recruiting  by  that  influence  was  injurious.  It  was 
not  to  be  denied  that  the  presumptive  heir  to  an  estate  ma^r 
rstfse  money  on  annuity,  but  such  would'  be  ruinous  to  him. 
'Hbe  measure  pf  recniiting  fqr  rank  was  one  which  he  alwayar 
objected  tOj  not  that  be  denied  its  power  of  raising  .men,  but 
thM  he  thought  it  a  most  pernicious  mode  of  obtaining  them. 
ThM5  the  ballot  obtained  men  of  necessity,  and  a  considerable^ 
fcirce»  almost  all  that  had  been  obtained  to  meet  the  estraor- 
dioary  epcigency>  bad  been  supplied  by  it,  tnnder  the  direction 
of  the  late  ministers,  so  that  whatever  obligations  the  right 
hoit'  gentleman  opposite  owed  to  it,  he  was  indebted  for  to- 
tltem*;:  yet,  whatever  it  had  produce^  could  not  reconcile  him^ 
t(|tf)u»  principle^'any  morethan  if  the  parish  bill  itself  had  pnv- 
dnced^inen,'  He.^erefore  saw  nothin^g  to  diminish  the  ne« 
ceistty  of  inquiry.  /  AH  the  former  objections  to  the  state  pf 
o«r  tnilitary  establishment  were  still  in  full  force ;  and  he  knew 
not  howy  aifter  'the  failnre  of  the  measure  proposed  as  a  re* 
niedyk  any  .member  who.  voted  for  inquiry  .then,  could  avoid' 
vptin^ioL  it  now.  This«  however,  was  a  mere  argtimerasam. 
aibMmes;  for  tf>Qugh  a  large  part  of  the  house,  notwithstand*  > 
ii|g  il  was.  a  minority  then,  now  a  majority,  had  supported  that 
ptoposition^  he  sliould  not  think,  it  necessary,  on  that  ground 
alqoei  that  they  should  support  hin:.  Men  should  be  determined 
always  by  the  evidence  before  them ;  many  of  the  measures 
t^n  instituted  had  by  thi^  time  been  brought  to  trial,  and  had 
justified  themselves  by  their  success ;  others  had  been  decide 
cdly  condemned  by  their  failure.  The  very  circumstance  of  a 
Spanish  war  digged  tlie  situation  of  the  country.  Buirthat  was- 
njHidl*  It  might,  have  been  said  by  the  late  ministers  and  their 
adherents,  that  the  regiments  raising  in  England  and  Scotland, 
promised  to  be  successful ;  that  some  of  their  other  measures- 
ako  had  prpcured  men,  and  that  the  army  of  reserve,  though 
suspended,  had  been  amply  successful,  and  might  again  he 
revived,  and  that  a  further  trial  of  all  tlieir  measures  would 
pioy^  the  efficacy  of  them.  To  those  who  voted  for  inquiry 
agl^st  those  ministers,  he  would  submit  a  broad  question  as 
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tortile  meoessky  of  MQqmrinipicxnr.:.  /  Wfttiviot  the  present  state 
of  this  aranti  y ,  not  meaffing  *fay  the  present  state  the  bare  con- 
ditiokL.olthe  niomttlt,  but  as  far^^^as  the*vie\r  couM  reach,  a 
caosidcnttida  of'm<)k^  vital  imfidrtance  -than  had  ever  before 
bccri  -kfmwn  ?  WhctlKa:  an  army  was  not  nccewafy  not  merely 
to  enaUe  tiis'coontry  td  rank  among  the/nations,  not  only  to 
preserve  her  |X)wer,  her  distant  colonies,  and  the  other  source* 
of  her  consideration^  but  even  to  preserve  herself  frbm  year 
toyear  ?     Whether  our  sitnaition  was  not  like  that  of  the  feu- 
dal times,   when  a  man  was  obliged  to  sleep  with  his  sword 
under  his  pillow,  and  when  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
keeping  his  armour  by  him  c»ei!i  while  at  the  plouffh  ?    All 
that  we  saw  around  ts  aliroady  all  the  ^omertic  occurrences 
that  had  taken  place h6re,  all  the  military  discussions  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  house,  the  result  of  which  had  been  the 
taming  out  of  the  la«t  minister,  and  the  coming  m  of  the 
present;  which  had  turned  ministers  of  ftiiamce  and  chancellor? 
of  the  exchequer  into  colonels  and  generals,  and  which  had 
rcndored  all  the  men  in  the  country  military,  all  this  proveil 
the  eifaaordinafy  and'  imperious  necessity  for  a  grieat  and  per- ; 
manent  nftbtary  fbfce^v  'l^etiext  question  was,  whetlier  we' 
had  err  were  soon  litoely  tor  h*«  such  an  army  as  was  necessary 
for  an  immediate  exigency  ?    The  third  questiOnw6uld.be,  ' 
whether  our  militoiD^system  was  tiommodicMis  and  well  conW ' 
acrnctedy  so  as  to  answer  the  public  exigencies  ih  tji^  t)est 
BKmner ;  *«o^s  to  yield  the  best  possibkr  force,  or  a  fojte  in 
some  measure  adeqttate  to  the  expense*  and'  exertions  of  the 
country?    FDUvthy  supposing  it  answered  aH  the  requisites, 
had  it  that  fiiciiityof  ri^esiifting,  by  which  h  c^uld  exist  lotig 
and  support  ittelf  without  any  new  or  extraordinary  aid? 
Could  these  questions. foe  satisfactorily  answered,  unless  th« 
stale  of  the  cotintry  was  dfifetunf  from  that  which  he'destfib'- 
ediit;  unless  ^e  oo«dd'  soon  have  an  establnhment  adequate 
to  the  exigency ;  unless  the  description  of  the  force  was  gobd 
and  in  'proportion  to  the  cxpence  we  had  been   at,  and  the 
exertk^ns  w«  had  made ;  unless  it  could  be  recruited  and  kept 
op  so  as  to  secure  it  from  decay  ?     Unless  perfect  and  cotth- 
plete  satisiactton  could  be  given  on  all  those  points,  there  was 
a  positive  and  undiminishM  necessity  for  the  inquiry.    We 
were  tnUl  of  the  force  of  the  volunteers,  the  militia,  the  army 
of  reserve,  and  the  regulars      His'  6rst  objection  to  this  army 
was  its  variety.     Variety  was  a  perfection   in  nature,  but  it 
wa^  not  so  in  ^he  con&titmion  of  an  armv.     The  distinction 
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of  heavy  dragoons,  Uekt  c&valry,' tfdllerjr,  and  iiiftntiy,  way 
satisfactory,  Dccauae  theiervrcrtttttM  diflbrent  combdnent  paarti 
of  the  army  i-  but  the  difiSorent  speritis  Of  force-  m  the  othdr 
case  were  distinct  i^rioiea  in  ttemsdf^es.' '  If  one  of  these  de- 
scriptions of  force  waa  good^  whywa&tiot  the  whole  of  that 
description  i  for  instance,  why. was  not  eur  #ho{e  force  mili^ 
tia  ?  The  answer  wat> .  that  we  wanted  part  of  euf  army  for 
foreign  servicer  and  that  the  milkia  was  only  for  home  service; 
This  reminded  him  of  the  man  who  cut  a  krpre  hole* for  his 
cat  to  pass  throughi  and  a  small  one  for  hts  kkitns  falaugbji 
for  it  seemed  to  be  forgot,  that  those  who  Were  liable  to  serve 
abroad  could .  serve  at  home  likewise*  He  thottght  k  better, 
before  he  proceeded  farther,  to  examine  the  consUmtiop  of 
those  four  diiSferent  armies,  how  far  they  were*  consistent  with 
economy  $  how  far  they  gave  tjke  greatest  and  best  force ;  ho# 
far  they  interfered  with  each  other  \  how  far  they  coantqw 
acted  the  general  means  of  recruiting  i  and  how  fat  they 
were  the  basis  of  a  permanent  force.  The  volanteer  system 
had  undergone  so  much  discussion,  that  he  wished  he  could 
pass  over  it  without  spying  any  thif^  now*  But  hecotdd  not 
help  saying  that  all  his  formeropiiiions  w«te  confirmed  bv  the 
additional  experience  he  had  had  sinoe  he  expressed  them. 
They  were* fiuther  confirmed  by  testimonies  of  the  best  autho^* 
rities ;  and  here  he  hoped  it  would  be  hardly  necessary  far 
him  to  say  that  he  meant  not  the  slightest  reflection  on  diost 
who  comp(^Kd  the  volunteer  corps,  who  were  fi'idy  to  do 
any  thing  that  was  pointed  out  to  them  %  who  hadtaken great 
trouble  to  do  what  they  were  directed  to  do  under  this  system, 
and  if  the<^  had  not  done  what  was  bett,  it  was  not  their 
faults.  The  volunteer  system  had  fliany  defects  in  all  views* 
political,-  civil,  and  military.  If.  the  volunteers  were  designed 
to  answer  a  sudden  emergency,  it  was  a  misfortune  that  they 
vfcrc  not  left  to  accomplish  their  natural  purpose^n  thehr  na^ 
tural  state. — ^There  were  things  before  the  hotise,  sufficient  to 
indicate  what  might  be  expected,  if  it  vras  attempted  to  give 
them  a  forced  character  and  a  prolonged  existence.  If  there 
was  any  such  imention,  he  looked  upon  it  as  dangerous  in'  a' 
political  view,  and  he  protested  against  it.  As  to  the  civil 
character,  he  apprehended  a  general  effect  on  the  manners  and 
habits  of  men,  such  as  would  be  much  to  be  lamented.  It 
tended  to  disturb  the  general  relations  of  civil  life,  to  fill  those 
who  belong  to  it  with  vain  and  extravagant  pretensiottt,  to 
bring  down  the  high  and  to  exalt  the  low.  -Though  he  waa 
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IMC  Cine  wkOrVrishbi  fipr  a  hifh  handed  aristiio'cracy^  such  at 
Aat  of  the  dme^  when  ike  high  looked  down  on  the  low,  he 
WAS  stiU  a  frieod  to  the  coneideration  of  ranks.  Histoiy 
bad.  a  ftoiy  of  a  priooe  who  had  a  man  to  go  before  hiniy 
toremindbiinthiit  hcwas  ft  maD,4est  he  should  forget  he 
was  one  v  ^nd  many  political  writers  thought  it  a  great  advan- 
tage in  our  coQSCituti(m>  thnt  our  popular  elections  brought 
the  great  occasionally  to  sue  to  the  humble.  But  extreme 
distinctions  were  not  the  vice  of  the  present  time.  The  pea- 
sant now  came  so  near  the  courtier  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  study  to  confound  them  stUi  more.  When  committees  of 
volunteers  had  the  power  of  giving  votes  of  praise  and  censure 
to  those  of  the  highest  ranks,  he  thought  a  door  was  opened 
for  much  iqury  tp  society  in  a  qnartar  where  it  was  least  ap- 
prehended. There  was  not  a  people  iif  the  world  disposed  to 
shew  more  respect  to  the  superior  classes  than  the  people  of 
Eqgland^  he  meaor  4|  digniSed  respect,  having  nothing  slavish 
»  k>  a  hooiagp  to  imputed  virtues.  If  these  virttxes  were  not 
equal  to  the  credit  given  tbem,  the  fault  was  in  those  who 
were  supposed  -to- possess  them^  and  the  respect  that  was 
shewn  on  the  belief  of  their  existence,  was  not  less  honour- 
aide  to  those  who  paid  it.  Then  as  to  the  efiect  of  the  volun- 
teer jjfuxe  on  the  army,  he  did  not  thipk  it  could  be  the  ob^ 
jectdfany  considerable  degree  of  confidence.  If  some  bat- 
talions wece^qoal  to  regubr  soldiers,  and  others  were  not  so. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  know  when  they  were  to  be  depend* 
4Sd  npon  and  when  they  were  not.  It  was  like  those  bobks  of 
travels  in  which  truth  and  falsehood  were  mixed,  it  was  im- 
possible to  distinguish  what  was  true.  Jo  those  who  argued 
ihat  the  volunteers  were  better  materials  of  defence,  disciplined 
»  xbej  were»  ^e  answered  so  was  a  pistol  a  more  eftectual 
ime2poa  than  a  bhidgeon,  but  if  the  lock  was  out  of  order  and 
the  powdor  bad,  the  bludgeon  was  unquestionably  better.  It 
was  absurd  to  suppose,  that  putting  men  in  red  corits,  and 
grenadiers  caps,  was. sufficient  to  make  an  army.  \Vc  were 
toldev^Ty  day  of  the  volunteers  being  so  well  trained,  of  their 
dressing,  marching,  exercising,  manoeuvring,  and  looking  in 
every  respect  like  regular  soldiers ;  but  that  was  not  eneugii  to 
snake  them  regular  soldiers^  Nothing  more  like  than  a  pic- 
ture was  to  a  man  \  yet  it  was  not  a  man.  A  celcbmted  pain- 
tec  made  grapes  so  like,  that  the  birds  came  and  pecked  them, 
but  they  found  they  were  not  grapes ;  If  was  like  the  painted 
devil  described  in  Macbeth,  as  frightening  children,  fji  iaugh^) 
Tbis  painted  army  was  such  a  one  a»  mere  men  could  make 
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the  likeness,  but  not  the  reality  of  a-'rrgwlar  afrtiy.  **  ft  '^p^ 
not  by  the  mere  combiRatioik  of  tho  rtechantcf  parts  of  di^- 
pline  that  a  soldier  was  to  bcforOteil;  '  It  might  as  'well  be 
said,  that  flour,  sugar,  plums,  and  .batter  lAade  a  pudding. 
There  was  a. process,  and  the  action  wf'^c* and  wA^r  necessa- 
ry to  the  perfection-  of  that  exccUeJir  production.  Tliis  wjs 
the  sense  and  the  philosopl^y  of  the  subj^ect.  He  did  not 
wish  for  the.  continuance  of  the. volunteers  as  part  of  our  milt- 
tary  system,  he  wished  they  never  liad  been  a  part  of  it.  It 
was  urged  that  the  volunteer  system  was  a  proof  of  the  spirit 
of  the  country ;  he  allowed  that  it  was,  if  such  proof  were 
wanted.  But  he  should  have  thought  that  the  enemy  would 
hzve  allowed  tis  credit  for  this  spirit  without  this  proof,  that 
even  supposing  us  to  be  a  nation  of  shop-keepers,  they  would 
believe  us  sincerely  attached  to  our  shops.  The  ioiuntccr 
force  could  not  be  counted  upon  in  point  of  permanence^ 
Founded  upon  zeal,  it  was  of  necessity  as  temporary  as  it 9 
principle,  and  though  new  threats  may  be  used  to  enforce  the 
continuance  of  what  former  threats  had  contributed  to  create, 
the  duration  must  of  necessity  soon  find  its  limits.  It  was  like 
a  fine  theatrical  position,  which  could  not  be  preserved  beyond 
a  certain  moment,  and  if  the  curtain  did  not  drop,  the  arms 
roust  fall  C^  laugh  J.  •  The  men  would  fiiil  back  int6  their 
natural  station.  By  bounties  and  threats  an  efibrt  may  be  made 
to  draw  them  forth  into  battalions.  The  government  may 
shake  parchment  at  them  to  drive  them  back  again  into  these 
1)attalions,  as  it  had  done  at  first  to  drive  them  forward.  A 
bill  may  be  passed  to  render  the  -volunteers  more  voluntary 
(A  laugh)  \  and  10  make  them  permanent  they  may  be  con- 
stituted into  a  little  militia  (A  laugh).  It  was  said,  in  account- 
ing for  the  thinness  of  the  musters,  that  those  who  absented 
themselves  from  drill  had  learned  all  that  was  hecessary. 
Those  who  were  not  diligent  being  of  course  soonest  perfect- 
ed ;  if  they  absented  themselves  as  soon  as  complete,  those 
who  remained  in  their  absence  must  be  a  mere  awkward 
squad  (A  laugh) ;  and  when  all  were  completed,  there  would 
be  none  in  attendance  (A  loud  laugh).  There  were  certainly 
some  things,  such  as  swimming,  which  if  once  learned  were 
never  forgot ;  military  discipline  w^is  not  of  that  number,  it 
required  continued  exercise  to  preserve  it.  From  these  coil. 
siderations  he  could  not  agree  that  the  volunteer  system  had 
done  any  great  good,  or  that  ifWas  calculated  to  do  any-7-but 
loast  of  all,  that  it  was  to  be  looked  to  as  a  part  of  our  mili- 
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tary  establishment.  Next  as  to  the  inilitiai  trhichhewbulcf  • 
describe  in  two  words,  by  allowing  that  it  was  as  good  ^  forcd 
as  it  could  possibly  be,  and  that  it  went  far  beyond  tlie  designs 
and  ex|>cct^tions  that  were  formed  of  it  at  its  institution.  It 
had  attained  the  highest  perfection  it  could  possibly  reach, 
but  the  vicious  principle  of  the  ballot  on  which  it  was  founded^ 
had  the  most  pernicious  efi^cts  oi>  the  means  of  supplying  our 
general  military  system.  There  were  but  two  ways  of  Sup* 
plying  an  army,  by  voluntary  services  and  by  compulsion. 
The  armies  of  most  other  countries,  he  believed,  in  some  mea- 
sure of  all,  were  now  supplied  by  compulsion.  France  re- 
cruited her  armies  by  conscription,  he  believed,  hot  to  the 
exclusion  of  volunteers ;  old  France,  he  believed,  recruited 
entirely  by  volunteer  service ;  Russia  recruited  by  con^puhionf 
so  did  Sweden  ;  Denmark  in  a  great  degree ;  Prussia  alto^ 
gether  ;  and  Austria  chiefly  by  means  not  very  remote  frotn 
these ;  Britain  had  raised  its  force  by  volunteers  alone,  with 
the  exception  of  the  train  bands.  The  cohsiderntion  of  a 
bounty  of  one  guinea,  or  a  guinea  and  a  bnlf,  could  not  have 
presented  Any  inducement.  The  inducement  was  the  state 
and  condition  of  a  soldier,  and  the  bounty  served  only,  to  wet 
the  bargain  fA  loud  laugh).  Her«  the  honourable  gentleman 
traced  the  history  of  the  militia,  from  its  institution  in  1756^ 
from  the  impulse  of  shame  at  having  Hessians  and  Hanove<- 
rians  brought  into  the  country  to  defend  it.  l*his  was  con-  , 
sidered  as  a  cKeap  force,  which  would  lie  by  in  time  of  peace, 
and  go  to  g)ras$  till  it  was  wanted  (A  loud  laugh).  Thus  be- 
ing a  force  of  mixed  defCriptioi?  it  lost  the  advantages  of  both 
those  betwe^  Vrhich  it  was  intended  as  a  mean.  Our  foreign 
and  our  home  defence  were  intimately  connected.  -  The  loss 
of  its  greatness  would  be  to  thi^  country  equivalent  to  the  loss 
of  its  cxistttncc,  for  when  it  ceased  to  be  great  it  would  cease 
to  be  at  all.  There  could  be  therefore  no  question  of  the 
legitimacy  of  the  right  of  calling  for  and  enforcing  personal 
service,  if  there  was  a  necessity  of  calling  for  it.  It  was 
not  necessary,  hoivever,  to  have' recourse  to  compulsion,  and 
it  was  not  legitimate  as  we  could  do  without  it.  1  here  were  * 
other  measures  more  constitutional  and  more  consistent  with 
oar  fbrmef  practice,  which  there  was  still  room  to  hoi>e  may 
be  successFuL  Such  was  the  system  that  had  existed  before 
the  ballot  had  been  introduced,  a  poison  that  had  of  .late 
spread  so  widely  and  been  so  destructive.  This  poison  had 
lonff  lain  dormant.  There  was  a  spirit  in  the  lower  orders  of'  . 
Vol.  1.  1805.  Z  z  .  the 
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Ake  peop\c,  which  would  not  for  a  time  suffer  the  ballot  to  be 
enforced.  From  1756  tiH  1774,  the  beginning  of  tlic  Ame- 
rican war,  the  ballot  had  never  once  been  enforced,  but  in  this. 
^riod  there  was  certainly  included  eleven  years  of  peace)  fron^ 
1763  to  1774-  At  that  time  there  was  no  system  of  substitu** 
tion,  no  bounties  given  out  of  it.  Fixrn  that  time  the  increase 
of  bounties  commenced.  The  government  was  before  the 
only  bidder  in  the  recruiting  market,  and  the  recruit  took  tlie 
condition  of  a  soldier  with  a  guinea  to  make  it  a  wet  bargain. 
Aften^'ards  by  the  limit  of  time  in  the  obligation  to  find  a 
substitute  in  one's  own  district,  the  price  was  increased  to  go- 

*  Vemment  all  over  the  country,  in  so  much  that  ten  guineas 
were  given  in  the  American  war.  Then  a  remedy  was  adopt- 
ed similar  to  that  which  our  farriers  applied  to  horses  legs,  till 
tlie  veterinary  college  taught  us  better,  giving  temporary  re- 

.  lief,  but  causing  the  complaint  to  relapse  with  increased  force* 
Thiis  our  state  farriers,  when  the  amount  of  the  militia  ren- 
dered theregular  recruiting;  so  dear,  expected  to  relieve  us  bjr 
giving  us  more  militia.  In  1772  officers  were  threatened  to 
be  dismissed  the  service  if  they  gave  so  much  as  two  guineas 
bounty.  In  1782,  after  its  vast  rise  in  the  American  war,  it 
was  again  reduced  to  three  guineas  and  a  half,  aild  the  whole 
of  that  was  not  given  in  money.  In  the  following  war,  when 
the  militia  was  formed  as  it  were  into  a  regular  army,  and  few 
served  who  were  not  substitutes,  the  bounties  became  enor- 
mously high.  Then  came  the  pernicious  system  of  raiding 
men  for  rank,  by  wluch  men  who  were  only  cornet?,  and 
even  men  who  had  never  been  intlie  army,  were  made  colo- 
neb.  In  raising  men  tJie  bounties. were  brought  to  such  an 
excess  that  it  was  necessary  to  threaten  with  dismissal  those 
who  gave  more  than  1 5  guiiieas.  Then  the  ScotcR  and  Irish 
militia  were  instituted,  and  the  latter  was  carried  to  the  amount 
of  28,000:  Next  came  the  supplementary  militia,  and  after- 
wards the  provisional  cavalry.  Tliis  List  was  a  thing  of  so 
short  duration,  that  it  had  slip»,>ed  his  memory  at  first,  but  it 
had  left  effects  not  to  bs  forgott;in.  It  passed  over  the  country 
like  a  blight  f^  langh).  It  was  like  a  hustle  at  a  fair,  which 
a  man  got  through  in  a  moment,  and  did  jiot  think  of  it  after- 
wards, till  he  found  he  had  lost  bis  w^itch  (A  laugh).  It  was 
a  pleasant  conceit,  to  make  every  man  ride  another  man's 
h<^rse,  till  at  length,  when  the  men  and  horses  were  all  brought 
together,  no  man  knew  how  to  mount,  and  so  they  all  separat- 
ed (A-  iQtid  IjygffJ.  From  the  effects  of  all  these  proceedings^ 
i.:;  the 
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the  bounty  'was  raised  to  70.  or  80  guiheasi  and  there  vras  no 
reliance  for  an  adequate  and  permaftert  supply  after  all; ' 
Then  the  establishment  of  the  militia  and  the  army  bf  re- 
serve to  t|ic  amount  of  140,000  men,  entirely  choaked  the  re-i 
gularand  ordinary  sources.  It  waf  an  honourable  colonel  whor 
\iras  now  absent  (Colonel  Craufurd),  and  the  other  gentlemen 
at  that/side  of  the  house,  who  had  given  its  beneficial  qualities 
to  this  army  of  reserve  act,  so  chat  whatever  effect  it  had 
came  from  that  side  of  the  house,  and  he  and  his  friends  might 
say,  like  Dennis,  ^^it  is  my  thunder/'  Thus  he  had  traced 
the  mischief  down  from  the  American  w;ar.  The  ballot  was 
a  principle  which  must  of  necessity  exhaust'  itself,  and  it  must 
have  been  exhausted  where  a  measure  which  was  calculated  to 
produce  50,000  men,  could  by  no  possibility  be  made  to  pro-< 
duce  more  than  37,000.  Applying  it  further  was  like  giving 
physic  to  a  man  whose  stomach  would  not  hold  it,  and  who 
immediately  vomited  it  off  fJ  laugh  J.  Then  stopped  the 
system  of  ballot  which  had  been  acted  upon  thirty-seven  years^ 
aod  which  had  produced  a  kind  of  force  regarded  as  a  precis* 
ous  elixir  to  be  laid  up  in  time  of  peace  till  it  should  be  wanted 
in  time  of  war.  The  ministers  who  had  acted  upon  it  till  it 
stopped,  were  not,  however,  to  be  blamed.  They  had  only 
tried  a  known  and  established  principle  as  far  as  it  could  go. 
Having  made  the*  peace  of  Amiens,  having  suffered  Bonaparte 
tp  overrun  the  continent,  and  having  made  war  when  this 
country  could  be  nothing  but  a  besieged  island,  that  minister^ 
bad  re^urse  to  this  measure  as  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  which  he 
made  such  use  of  that  Adam  Bell,  and  the  other  celebrated 
archers  of  old,  were  nothing  to  him  {A  laugh).  At  length  the 
force  was  so  spent,  that  nothing  more  codd  be  done,  and  as 
soon  as  this  gre.»t  archer  fired  the  arrow,  it  felbat  hisfbet. 
The  friends  o£  the  noble  lord  (Sidrnquth),  however,  cried 
victoria:  They  did  not  consider  it,  in  the  language  of  the  torf^ 
as  a  race  won  by  a  neck,  though  it  seemed  it  was  neck  or 
nothing  with  him.  The  rider  was  thrown,  and  the  horse 
came  in.  The  noble  lord  called  upon  the  clerk  of  tlte  course 
to  give  judgment  for  him  ;  but  the  person  who  held  the  staices 
was  called  upon  to  give  them  into  his  hands;  and  Ua:ving  in  the 
mean  time  besn  given  into  other  hands,  with  a  view  to  a  difc 
ferent  systexn,  the  noble  lord  now  demanded  them  back,*  and  • 
was  not  satisfied  to  have  tham  by  hzlvcs  /Iwd  and  ccniiftued 
laughter).  Here  the  honourable  frentleman  expatiated  on  the; 
absurdity  of  rccruiHng  the  army  by  the  circuitous  means  of 
t^c  army  of  reserve.    The  army  of  reserve  supplied  many  rc- 
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cniits,  because  it  absorbed  all  the  znea  of  the  coaatry,  and  thtf 
additional  bounties  inuuced  men  to  go  the  circuitous  rottt6  into 
the  army.    To  praise  it  on  this  account  was' just  the  same  as 
if  becausie  all  the  members  of  the  house  came  into  it  throttgli 
ihe  lobby,  \t  Should  be  said,  what  a  wonderful  place  the  lobby 
|s,  which  supplies  the  house  with  all  its  members  ( J  loud  laugh)'* 
When  the  reserve  ceases  to  furnish  men^  it  was  presenred  as  a 
fast  engine  no  longer  at  work,  but  always  to  be  tegarded  witfat 
astonishment.    In  the  explanattion  ol  the  powers  of  it,  the 
greater  digester  or  boiler  waf  described  as  communicating  with 
.  the  parishes  by  means  of  an  infinity  of  capillai'y  tubes,  and 
wheii  it  W4S  asked  ^why  it  did  npt  communicate  a  large  tube 
with  the  popular  reservoir,  no  reason  could  be  eiven,  except 
that  that  was  too  simple,  and  unworthy  of  the  ingenuity  of 
the  contrivers.    There  waf,  however,  a  talent  for  compulsidh 
in  thit  measure,  for  it  compelled  the  parish  officers  to  get  th^ 
men  from  the  parish.    It  wa&fire  fire^  burn  stick  sticky  to  make 
stick  stick,  to  beat  dog  dog  {J  loud  faugh).  The  parish  officers, 
over  whom  the  parish  have  no  control,  were  to  raise  the 
ttien  or  levy  the  money  from  the  parish  ;  but  that  could  no 
inore  have  tbe.effect  of  finding  the  men,  than  one  could  make 
the  horse  drink  though  he  should  take  him  to  the  water.     It 
was,  however,  now  given  up.     It  was  like  a  man  of  whom  no-> 
body  spoke  well,  and  of  whom  therefore  it  was  uonecceary 
to  speak  ilL      It  was  like  Harlequin's  horsCf  which  had  but 
one  £uilt,  and  that  was  that  it  was  dead  {A  bud  laugh),     ii 
was  perhaps  unnecessary  to  follow  it  further,  unless,  indeed; 
tjbe  humane  society  may  not  have  yet  done  with  it,  and  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  may  hope  tb  revive  it 
by  some  process  [Almid  laugh).    If,  however,  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  content  himself  Math  saying  merely  that  it 
deserves  to  bd  revived,  he  would  be  satisfied.    It  was  Aid  the 
present imeasure  (the  additional  force  act)i«  had  not  been  sue** 
cessfui,  because,  the  parish  officers  did  hot  understand  it  so  as 
to  -proceed  to  enforce  it  immediately.     If  it  lay  six  weeks  in 
their  hands  before  they  could  understandit,  much  could  not 
be  txpected  from  their  sense  of  their  duty  under  it.    The  bill 
passed  on  the '23d  of  June,  and  nothmg  was  heafd  of  it  till  the 
f  3th  of  August,  and  then,  when  it  was-  supposed  to  be  ready  to 
go  olF.likci  a  spinning  jenny,  like  the  mscbinery  of  a  thousand 
looms,  with  a  sound  like  that  of  an  insect  well  known  in 
baly, 
'*'  Ssttcis  rcsouant  arbustu  cic^dis, 
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|iot  a  toond  was  h^urd ;  iciNra^  okumMmtium.  'And  nbw| 
frben  the  acoouht  of  its  produce  came  out,  it  appeared  ^  bad 
yielded  only  2300  men  altogether;  of  whom  only  613  were 
faised  by  the  parish  officers.  Yet  ;kis  was  the  system  which  . 
Was  iinmediately  to  prodiice  all  we  wanted,  and^  to  aSbrd 
a  continued  sdid  fuU  supply  to  60  battalions.  In  what  'sima- 
tion  was  the  country  when  the  ballot  iailed  altogether,  mi 
When  no  hope  could  be  entertained  of  the  measures  brought  - 
forward  to  replace  it  ?  It  was  not  only  a.  present  supply  thac 
we  wanted,  but  the  means  of  constantly  keeping  up  that 
supply  ;  5000  men  was  the  whole  axtioum'  obtained  by  IthO 
st;tff  recruiting.  Th^  reist  was  obtsuned  from  sources  repro^ 
bated,  not  as  unproductive,  but  as  unfit  to  h^ve^  recourse  tOt 
as  e:ihsiustitig  the  permanent  hopes,  like  thesscvnge  who  cue 
down  the  tree  to  get  at  the  fruit.  To  pursue  this  system  further, 
was  to  act  like  a  man  iivingon  credit,  and  going  on  smoothly  for 
,%  while,  but  obliged  to  shut  his  door  as  soon  as  the  bills  came 
IB  for  payment.  Were  w^ to  go  back  to  the  bdllot  ?  the  gen- 
deman  who  had  tried  it  kst  had  studk  to  it  while  it  could  pro- 
duce any  thing  \  and  now  it  was  like  d  fidlen  minister,  in 
company  with  whom  nobody  mshedto  be  seen  {A  tfnigh): 
The  ^present  measure' had  gone  far  beyond  the  ballot,  except 
that  the  parish  cfficem  were  not  compelled  to  act,  as  it  wa$ 
not  deterihined  how  we  should  proceed.  They  could  not 
get  the  men,  and  ministers  were  afraid  to  take  the  money.  It 
might  pei'haps  be  revived  to  take  it  from  two  or  three  parishes, 
to  qutcken  the  others,  by  whipping  them,  just  as  the  ship 
captain  compelled  the  dropsical  man  to  mount  the  mast,  say- 
ing his  (Complaint  was  but  the  effect  6F  indolence,  till  the  ialDl 
of  the  poor  man  into  the  sea  convinced  him  of  the  truth  of  his 
sickness  by  the  loss  of  his  life. '  Another  complaint  agains^ 
this  mode  of  recruiting  was,  that  while  it  professed  to  keep 
the  bounty  bdow  20L  the  crimps,  who  were  generally  employ- 
ed, had  the  X4I.  allowed  by  government,  m  addition  to  the 
,aoL  making  atcogether  34I  for  every  n^an.  Thus  inge* 
nuity  came'at  length  in- aid  of  the  zeal  of  the  parish  officers, 
and  obtained  some  men  s(t  an  increased  bounty.  He  there^ 
fore  €onside^e4*  the  Experiment  as  having  coctipletdy  failed ; 
^d  hert  he  might  say;  what  he  was  sure  the  house  would  be 
glad  he  should,  that'his  task  Was  at  an  end.  Hb  had  shewn, 
that  as  a  means  of  fmprovihg  our  military  system,  this  measure 
was  aboftivc.  Tn  faihe  n^onths  an  increase  of  11,000  had  been 
Ihade  ia  foreign  corps.    In  the  same  period  the  losses  at  home 
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^nd  abrotd  amouAtedrvto.  16^000.  .  .Both  tli^  making 
ii7,ooo  oughts  ami  uvisthave  been  suppliodrby^^thcr  inicMSi 
if  these  had  not  beea  resorted  to.  And  i4  on  the  whole,  the 
increase  had  been  equal  tQ  bptli  these  fifteen  or.  sixteen  thou- 
iandy  it  would  have  been  for  the  coQsumpti(9i  alone^  all  the  rest 
vtxMi  be  derived  .from  foreign  source8.--^Thus  it  appeared  that 
Mdjr  5000  men  had  been  gained  for  the  general  service  in  the 
£fst  instance,  and  the  remainder  of  the  increase  by  measures 
^fchich  tb^  hon.  gentleman  had  reprobated,  so  that  only  one- 
third  of  the  increase  had  been  supplied  by  the  means  that 
haid  been  employed.  iSome  small  addition  had  been  made, 
to  the  cavalry,  but  when  it  was  considered  how  favourite  a 
Mwice  thai  was,  the  supply  was  by  no  means  such  aa  it  ought 
wder  proper  encoucagement.  If  the  troops  employed  00 
colonial  service,  which  were  all  set  fast  to  answer  the  local 
<kmand$,  could  not  be  detached,  except,  perhaps,  on 
small  expeditions  s  for  no  man  could  suppose  that  the  troops 
in.  garrison  at  Gibraltar,  &c.  could  be  safely  employed  in 
t]%at  -way ;  there  would  remain,  including  foreign  troops 
^nqunting  to  about  jo,ooo),'  only  47,000  of  British  infan? 
ttf  for  the  purposes  of  internal  defence,  and  for  continental 
^emttons.  These  foreign  trpops,  he  admitted,  were  nearly 
as  .gocid  as  ours ;  and  many  of  them  were  very  much  at 
l^cHne:  where  they  were  quarteretl,  but  could  not  be  looked- 
i|^n  in  any  oth^r  light  than  as  fencibles,  serving  in  Ca- 
nada, New  Brunswick,  and  other  parts  of  the  empire. 
Tlie  house  would,  however,  think  it  odd  that  in  these 
foreign  corps  were  ineliided  4  or  5,000  native  troops  of  ^y-. 
lop.  From  what  he  had  staled,  it  would  be  evidentt  that 
^methihg.more  than  the  present  measures  was  necessary  to. 
^l\  the  vaM  vacancy  in  the  army,  and  after  having  shewn- 
wk^t  werp  ou^  military  prospects,  he  was  satisfied  that  every 
body  would  agree  in  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  .the  wisdom 
of  parliament,  for  that  something  that  was  .necessary  to  be 
dme.  In  saying  that  it  would  be  right  to  resort  to  the  wis- 
doiti  of  parliament)  no  man,  of  coiurse,  co^ld  be  supposed  to 
mean  his  own  wisdom ;  but  the  more  he  felt  himself  incapyible^ 
^i  the  more  he  looked  to  others,  as  more  competent  to  poina 
out  the  measures  that  ought  to  be  adopted^  the  more  necessary 
it  W45i  to  resort  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  and  of  tlie  na- 
tkv).  As,  however,  in  the  event  of  his  motion  being  agreed 
to^-hc  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  submit  his  sentiments  oh  the* 
object  in  ^hc  committee  which  it  was  his  intention  tp  pro- 

pose. 
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pose,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  altogether  out  of  place  to 
state  summarily  the  particulsCr  objects  to  which  his  observapomf^ 
would  apply.  Here  he  begged  to  disclaim  all  systems,  his  ob-* 
.jcct  being  only  to  remove  the  obstructions  which  at  present' 
interfere  with  the  regular  supply  of  the  army,*  and  to  restore 
our  military  establishment  to  the  old  way  of  recruiting. it.  He 
had  already  shewn  from  experience  the  nrinocus  effects  of  the 
system  of  ballot  that  had  £rst  created,  and  afterwards  con- 
tinued, the  difBculties  in  keeping  np  the  numbers  of  the  armyf 
and  he  was  confident  that  the  fault  was  with  the  government*; 
Wherever'  difficulties  and  impediments  were  felt  in  any 
branch  of -the  public  service,  it  was  a  priori  to  be  inferred  that 
the  hull  lay  with  the  government.  He  was  avrare,  however, 
that  no  minister  could,  as  had  been  boasted  by  Pompey  the* 
Great,  rai&e  an  army  by  stamping  his  foot  on  the' floor.  '  The' 
creation  of  an  army  would  be  a  work  of  time.  He  was  not, 
however,  onf  of  those  who  were  apt  to  run  into  the  opinion, 
that  every  thing  that  was  wrong  must  result  from  the  fault  of 
government,  'rhe  question  might  be  divided  into  two  parts, 
with  respect  to  an  army  within  our  power  to  have,  and  out 
of  oor  power  to  have.  We  might  have  an  army  to  the  ex- 
tent which  our  situation  and  circumstances  required,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  should  prevent  us  from  obtaining  as 
many  men  as  should  be  necessafyj  just  as  well  as  in  any  com- 
mercial speculntion.  Make  it  an  object  with  men  to  enter 
into  the  profession,  and  enough  will  be  induced  to  join  it* 
Ext^sive  :  cotton  factories  had  been  established  in  this  coun- 
try within  a  few  years  back  *,  at  .first  the  other  manufactures 
had  been  affected,  but  they  all  soon  settled  into  tliat  state  in 
which  neither  interfered  with  the  other.  If  shoes  v/ere  made 
of  materials  that  would  last  but  half  the  time  of  those  now 
used,  double^the  number  of  shoemakers  would  soon  be  found  *, 
so  also  if  mm  had  as  many  feet  as  cats  have,  a  man  would 
not  go  barefqpred  for  want  of  shoemakers.  There  vms  no  want 
of  men  to  engare  i|^  unwholesome  trades,  to  sink  into  tlie 
mines  of  Comu^'o'r  Lancashire;  neither  would  there  be 
any  want  of  men  in  the  army,  though  some  nations  were  un- 
wholesome. If  government,  which  was  the  trader  in  the 
commodity,  should  make  the  profession  of  a  soldier  desirable, 
they  might  be  secure  of  a  supply*  'ihere  were  many  coun- 
tries where  religious  scruples  interfere  with  the  profession  of 
a  soldier,  such  as  amongst  the  casts  of  a  certain  description  in 
the  east,  and  the  Quakers  of  Pennsylvania.  But  no  impedi- 
a&eot  of  that  sort' was-tQ  be  apprehended  by  us.  If  we  dou- 
bled 
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bled  our  number  of  ships,  we  cctuld  not  fail  to  obtain  men  for 
themi  not-  were  we  less  limited  in  our  power  of  procuring 
than  of  maintai'.Mng  $oldier$.  If  we  had  failed  in  getting  thenif 
then  tlie  minister  aiKl  bis  predecessor  were  to  blaoiet  but  if  a 
minister  were  his  own  predece&or»  there  was  little  to  be 
Q3i;pected  from  him.  The  first  things  therefore,  he  would  re- 
commend, would  be  to  clear  away  all  obstriictions  whatever, 
all  the  parish  recruiting,  a^  competition,  which  choakcd  up  all 
t)ie  channeb  for  supplying  the  army,  arid  one  step  would  ht 
gained.  He  did  not  wish  to  get  rrd  of  the  militia  altogether^ 
which  as  a  home  force  he  thought  might  sfill  be  kept  up ;  and, 
odd  as  it  might  seem,  he  did  not  wisli  to  part  entirely  with  the. 
ballot,  because,  in  the  pr(^ent  tircumstances  of  the  country,  he 
did  not  think  it  wise  to  part  with  tlie  means  of  keeping  up  so 
respectable  a  portion  of  our  military  force  as  the  militia,  and 
Uiis,  notwithstanding  the  tendency  of  all  he  had  said^to  prove 
that  obstructions  to  the  recruiting  of  the  regular  army  ^ose 
from  the  biillot.  He  had  heard  the  facility  of  raising  a 
force  of  one  hundred  thousand  men  within  a  short  period 
boasted  of,  and  much  of  the  sacredness  of  tlie  original  mili- 
tia 'f  but  it  should  be  remembered,  that  there  might  be  sacri- 
legious hands  to  break  in  on  that  militia  that  had  been  before 
broken  in  upon,  and  in  a  manner  that  had  never  been  at- 
tempted to  be  justified  but  on  the  score  of  necessity.  He 
therefore  cautioned  the  militia  colonels  to  beware  of  a  si- 
milar attempt,  the  militia  resembling  the  lamb  entrusted 
to  the  care  of  the  butcher,  which  would  be  no  longer 
safe  than  the  colonels  would  be  able  to  protect  it.  The 
next  thing  that  he  would  recommend  would  be,  to  clear 
away  that  profusion  of  military  honours,  which  being  diffused 
throughout  the  country,  affected  the  feelings  of  honourable 
gentlemen  of  the  profession,  by  taking  from  the  respectability 
df  their  professional  distinctions.  The  diffusion  of  these  ho- 
hoursj  however,  did  not  take  as  much  from  the  respectability 
of  a  military  man  as  in  other  cases,  because,  take  away  his 
distinction  from  an  officer  and  the  respectability  of  his  servicd 
will  remain )  whereas,  in  other  cases,  if  you  take  awiy  the 
distinction,  which  riizy  have  l)een  the  price  of  the  support  of 
4  minister,  or  of  the  abandonment  of  every  thipg  that  could 
fender  a  man  respectable,  and  nothing  will  remain.  The  first 
step,  therefore,  would  be  to  clear  away  the  brushwood^ 
brambles,  iVy,  rubbish,  and  moss,  atul  let  in  the  air  and  light 
on  tliis  fair  tree,  and  it  would  flourish  apace,  l^  after  having 
done  so,  the  men  could  stUlnot  be  procured^  iLe^ooldre*> 

commend 
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commend  to  recruit  for  a  Kmited'  thrie;  bstead  of  foi^  life. ' 
There  were  various  other  arrangements  that  would  aid  and  * 
co-operate  with  these*     In  a  country  Whel»6  so  much  weight  19  - 
attached  to  moneys  it  was  peculiarlf  de^ii^fe  to  render  the- 
situation  of  the  subaltern  officers  comfort^Ie,  and  to  relieve ' 
them  from  those  difficulties  to  which^th^f  t/ere  unavoidably. ' 
reduced  by  struggles  with  poverty  and  a  narrow  piirse.    The' 
next  thing  would  be  to  make  a  total  renunciation  of  drafting, 
which  excited  so  great  a  horror  iti  the  mlhds  of  those  enter^'- 
ing  into  the  service.    The  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
subaltern  officers,  and  the  mitt  gat  ion  of  the  draft  lor  the 
West  India  service,  would  go  a  great  way  towards  removing' 
th^  impediments  to  a  respectable  military  establishments  The 
hon.  member  here  submitted  whether  some  regulation  -might ' 
not  be  made  for  the  employment  of  the  hatives  ot*  the  colbniest 
tocher  with  such  a  pro>portion  of  Europeans  as  would  not  be ' 
felt  as  a  drain,  shipped  as  heretofore  without  ahy  previous- 
preparation.     He  suggested  theproipriety  tff  emplbying  them 
gradually,  first  in  tW  Bertnudas,  then  Bahamas,  or  in  Nova, 
Scbtta,  till  their  conrtitutions  should  be  prepared  for  the' 
ditxAte,  and  then  to  give  them  the  benefit  o^a  rotation.  This,* 
togethO:  with  the  employment  of  the  black  troops,  might  in 
time  take  of?  the  terrors  df  the  colonial  service.     Another 
point  to  which  he  should  refer,  was  thc^improvemcnt  of  dts-^'' 
cipline,  by  removing  ail  degrading  punishments  for  trivial  of- 
fences.   The  capital  punishments  might  be  continued,  and ' 
they  would  have  the  effect  of  deterring  from  heinous  offences^' 
without  heing  gallmg  to  the  individual,  who  would  be  con-' 
vinced,  that  if  innocent  he  might  defy  them ;  ai  no  man  in ' 
this  country  felt  any  apprehension  therefrom^  hecause  penal 
laws  were  formidable  only  to  the  guilty.     He  did  not  think 
that  the  pay  of  the  soMiers  ought  to  be  increased ;  because  the  * 
present  pay  being  suiSlcient,  that  would  only  tend  to  impair 
discipUne.    But  there  were  many  other  things  that  tould  be 
done  to.  render  the  condition  of  a  soldier  more  desirable.  Part 
of  his  bounty  might  be  kept  back  till  the  period  of  his  dis-  * 
charge,  and  that  would  have  the  effect  of  making  him  a  bet- 
tef  sdldier  whilst  he  continued  in  the  service,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  woaW  serve  with  more  alacrity,  firom  the  prospect  ^ 
of  some  provision  at  the  termination  of  his  service.     Having 
snmrhariiy  stated  his  sentiments,  he  hoped  to  be  indulged  in 
taking  a  brief  view  of  the  objections  that  werq  urged  against  •- 
them.  Que  objection  was  this; — It  would  be  unconstitutional  to  • 
keep  up  a  large  stahdmg  army,  but  that  was  an  hereditary  ob- 
'YoL.I.  1805.     '  3  A  jection^ 
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j^ction,  and  should  give  way  to  circumstances.  Another 
objection  was^  that  the  danger  was  {M-essing,  and  we  bad  not 
time  to  take  such  measures  as  would  require  much  consider- 
a|iop.  This  had. been  made  the  ground  of  all  the  bad  mea- 
sures that  had  been  resorted  to ;  and  if  bad  measures  were 
taken  because  the  danger  was  pressing,  then  the  danger  would 
ihfaUibly  become  every  day  more  urgent.  The  hon.  member 
bere  contended,  that  the  present  moment  affording  some  re» 
lief  from  the  urgency  of  the  danger,  was  the  most  favouraUe 
fer  revising  our .  military  system,  and  making  a  general  im- 
provement therein.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  re-urged 
the  propriety  of  recruiting  for  a  limited  time,  which  yrould 
diminish  desertion,  and  not  interfere,  as  objected,  with  dis- 
cipline, because  discipline  would  begin  with  the  commence- 
ment and  cease  with  the  termination  of  a  man's  period  of 
service*  If  limited  service  was  inimical  to  discipline,  then^^e 
had  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  men  without  any  disci- 
pline, the  militia  and  army  of  reserve  being  raised  for  such 
term.  *  Another  topic  that  had  been  insisted  on  was,  that  the 
local  influence  of  the  parish  officers  and  gentlemen  would  be 
exerted  to  procure  recruits  $  but  if  the  life  service  were  to  be 
abolished,  and  a  limited  service  to  be  substituted,  the  gentle* 
men  would  exert  themselves  with  tenfold  zeal  and  eSkct,  In 
^^dopting  the  measure  of  last  session,  they  had  set  out  with 
acknowledging  that  all  they  had  been  doing  for  thirty  years 
had  been  of  no  avails  and  what  had  been  then  offered  had 
totally  failed,  and  therefore  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  something  else,  unless  we  were  to  be  content  with 
setting  the  continent  to  £ght  with  our  money,  and  to  shut 
ourselves  up  in  our  island,  like  a  tortoise^  his  shell.  The 
right  hon.  genrleman  concluded  by  moving,  "  that  it.be  re-* 
ferredto  a  committee  to  revise  the  several  acts  passed  during 
the  two  last  sessions  of  parliament,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  to  consider  of  such  other  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  to  make  that  defence  more  complete  and  perma- 
nent." 
.  On  the  question  being  put, 

J/r.  Canning  (aid,  however  he  might  differ  from  the  ar- 
guments and  feniiments  that  had  been  stated  by  his  right 
hon.  friend,  he  did  not  differ  with  him  as  to  the  grounds 
upon  which  be  propofed  the  motion  that  had  been  jufl  fub- 
mitted  to  the  houfe.  In  adverting  to  thofe  arguments,  he 
fHouId  abftain  from  having  recourfe  to  thofe  common  places 
wjiich  his  right  hon.  friend  had  deprecated  i  39  be  ihould  not 

.-be 
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"be  difpofed  to  difpute  the  propriety  of  the  ipeafure  he  pfd^ 
pofed  for  a  parliamentar;|f- inquiry,  if  the  cafe  exifted  which 
lie  fappofed;  either  tbfttgovernlment  had  not  done  any  thing, 
or  had  done  very  little,  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
the  improvement  of  its  military  means.  In  thofe  principles 
he  agreed ;  he  only  differed  in  the  application.  Before  he 
fliould  proceed,  however,  it  was  necefiary  to  fet  himfelf  right 
with  his  right  hon.  friend,  becaufe  of  the  indignation  and 
aftonilhment  which  he  fuppofed  him  prepared  to  feel,  on 
finding  any  perfon  declare  himfelf  an  aavocate  for  the  bill  of 
laft  fefiion.  He  was  prepared  to  juftify  that  meafure, 
though  he  fliould  not  contend  that  it  had  lucceeded  to  the 
full  extent  that  had  been  expected;  but  this  was  not  the 
proper  time  to  pronounce  to  what  degree  it  had  failed.  He 
begged  to  remind  the  hon.  gentleman  that  the  bill  had  two 
ob^ts,  one  to  raife  a  large  prefent  force,  and  the  other  to 
become  the  fource  of  a  permanent  fupply  for  the  army.  This 
latter  object  had  not  been  yet  tried,  and  until  that  (hould  be 
done,  it  could  liot  be  fairly  decided  that  the  meafure  had 
failed.  The  latter  object  was  by  much  the  moft  important 
one,  and  that  which  had  induced  many  gentlemen,  who  felt 
diflatisfied  with  fome  of  the  details  of  the  meafure,  to  a^ee 
to  it.  That  part  of  it  which  related  to  the  permanent  force 
had  not  yet  been  tried,  the  meafure  having  had  its  operation 
hitherto  confined  to  railing  the  immediate  force,  and  filling 
up  thofe  vacancies  which  previoufly  exifted.  What  then 
did  he  infer  from  this  ?  That  they  ftould  try  the  merits  of 
the  meafure,  not  from  its  effect  in  the  firft  cafe,  but  on  its 
fuccefs  with  refpeft  to  the  more  important  object.  The 
operation  of  th?  bill  commenced  for  filling  up  exifling  va- 
cancies in  difiricts  that  had  been  before. exhauiled  of  means 
by  the  army^  of  referve  and  the  militia,  and,  becaufe  it  had 
not  fucceeded  in  fuch  diftricts,  he  contended  that  it  was  not 
fair  to  concluded  thatit  had  failed  in  its  difFuGve  operation  all 
over  the  kingdom.  He  did  not  infift  on  this  as  a  conclufive 
argument,  but  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  fufficient  one  againft 
thofe  who  dwelt  on  the  total  and  general  failure  of  the  mea« ' 
fure.  It  had  been  urged  that  it  neither  had  fucceeded  in 
filling  up  the  vacancies,  nor  in  procuring  a  permanent  fupply 
for  the  army ;  but  he  (hould  refer  gentlemen  to  the  eflFect  of 
tfae^meafureNrhi^h  this  had  fucceedi^dj  and  in  whofe  place  it 
fiood,  be  meant  the  army,  of  referve,  and  they  would  find 
that  it  had  yielded  ten  thbufand  men  this  year  for  the  army. 
Did  that  prove  that  the  hope  of  a  fupply  from  fuch  a  me^n 
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furc  was  vifionary ,  ai^l.  ought  to  be  abandoned  ?.  -Were  t)ierp 
not  other  reafoos  f  Ifo  to  mew  that  it  ought  not  to^be  given 
up  ?  W  ben.  tJiey  looked  to  the  circumftances  of  the  country, 
exhaufteJ  of  ineo  by  tlie  army  of  re(erve  and  tlie  fupple- 
.  irientary  fnilitiu,  there  could  be  no  furprife  felt  at  this  mea* 
fure  not  having  had  immediate  and  complete  fuccefs.  There 
was  another  difficulty  to  its'operation  which  kad  arifen  from 
l!ie  oppoillion  that  had  been  made  to  the  meature  laft  feflion'^, 
and  thereport  that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  obtain  ihc  r^^ 
peal  of  it  early  in  the  prefent.  Thefe  circumftances  had 
thrown  a  o(amp  in  a  great  ^meafure  on  the  zeal  that  would 
bave  been  exerted  in  carrying  provifions.  mto  effect,  whicli 
might  afterwards  turn  out  to  be  nugatory.  But  it  was  not 
ilone  in  this  general  principle  that  exertions  were  Hackened, 
^ut  exjpeiibnce  alfo  concurred  to  the  fame  end.     In  execu* 

5 ion  ot  the  army  of  leferve  act,  penalties  bad  been  incurred 
or  deficiencies  which  had  not  been  levied,  ^nd  the  pariHies 
mtgbt  have  had  an  expectation  of  efcaping  in  the  fame 
inanncr.  Ileie  there  was  an  example  ofrpenalties  incurred 
and  not  exacted,  and,  tlie  expectation  of  the  repeal  of  tbd 
nieafure^  though  he  could  not  allow  the  expectation  to  have 
been  JmII  ;  and  he  would  ask  any  man,  whether,  with  fuch 
expectations,  tl\erc  had  been  a  fair  chance  for  obtaining 
that  excrcife  of  zeal^  of  local  influence^  and  perfooal  ex«* 
ertioa;  whether  the  meafurc  had  had  a  fair  trial,  and 
whether  the  country  did  not  require  the  defeat  of  the 
liiotion  fubmitted  that  night,  in  order  to  give  the  meafure  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial  ?  Another  reafon  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  afligued  in  fupport  of  his  motion,  was  founded  on  tiie 
variety  of  opinions  that  had  been  flated  in  the  different  dil- 
cuflions  on  this  fubject  in  that  houfe.  Undoubtedly  the 
public  looked  with  coafidevable,inlereft  to  the  dilculEons  in 
that  houfe,  and  to  the  opinions  urged  in  them,  and  to  none 
vjrith  more  refpeft  than  to  thofe  of  his  right  hon.  friend.  But 
it  was  rather  curious  to  make  the,  number  of  various  opini- 
ons and  various  meafures  that  had  originated  in  that  houie, 
an  argument  for  repealing  this  meafure,  in  order  to  fhcw 
that  they  had  come  to  fome  ftcady  and  confident  fyilem  at 
iaft.  If  the  meafure  were  even  Icfs  unexceptionable  than  it 
really  is,  and  not  as  likely  to  anfwer  the  end  fi»r  which  it 
was  intended,  as  ke  maintained  it  was,  he  iolifted,  that  in- 
ftead  of  repealing  it,  it  ought  to  have  a  fair  trial,  and  not- 
precipitately*  or  preroaturely,,  receive  its  condemnation*: 
XVilh  rcl'pect  to  die  oicrUs  of  the  bill,  it.appeaved  lo^him^ 
:. ,  ,  '  *  *  '  calculated 
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c^lcldbited  to  produce  ftd  effect  whidi  his  right  hon«  fmtad 
hiid; frequently  dwelt  on  .during  iaft  ftflion,  and  had  thai 
Mgiit  more  particulafly  and  directly  adverted  to.    Let  tho 
aroiy  alone,  faid  his  right  hon.  friend,  and  it  will  get  oa; 
His  right  hon.  friend  wuiiid  not  deny  that  this  ineafcrre  liad 
the  merit  of  doing  away  the  high  bounties^  of  doing  siwajf 
the  competition,  efpecially  as  fince  the  failure  of  the  parim 
o0icers  the  men  had  been  recruited,  by  the  regular  offioen 
of  the  crown.     But  his  r^bt  bon.  Afiend  was  not  to  befatie^  ' 
fied  vyith  any  mode  of  rectuitingt  unlefs  it  was  condudied  all 
in.  one  way  and  for  one  defcription  of  force>  for  until  be  ha4 
reached  nearly  the  •end  of  his  fpeech,  the  only  inference 
Uiat  could  be  drawjdfrohi  all  the  preceding  points  of  it  was^ 
that  he  would  allow  of  no  fpecies  of  force  but  regulars.   In 
ihecjole  of  his  fpeecb,  however,  he  feemed  to  have  kept 
one  remnant  for  thB' militia.    Had  he  not  found  to  what 
fMpofp  his  right  hon.  friend  had  turned  this  conceffion  by 
tbc  appeal  he  had  made  td.  the  feelings  of  the  militia  coto-* 
Dels*  he  (hould  have  given  hjm  credit  for  an  honourabto 
Md  praifewortby  attachment  to  that  conftitutional  force. 
Had  his  hon.  friend  reconnnended  the  extinction  of  the  mi- 
)fttia  force,  hecould.not  have  had  the  opportunity  for  bis  ap« 
peal  to  the  militia  colonels ;  but  in  propofing  to  continue  the 
SBililia  on  its  original  eflablifhment  of  fortjr  thoufand,  and  to 
raife  that  number  fiill  by  the  ballot,  he  Teemed  by  his  ap^ 
peal  to  the  colonels  to  have  made  bis  ftatcment  for  his  con- 
cluiionft,  not  his  conclufions  from  his  ftateroent.     As  to  the 
ai^ument  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  with  refpect  to  the  policy 
of  fuch  a  mix^d  foixe  .as  that  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  the 
bill,  it  appeared  weak  in  principle,  inconcldive  in  i%afontng, 
and  dangerous  in  tendency.    If  on  the  ronclufion  of  war; 
our  regular  force  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  peace  eftablifb-- 
ment,  which  alone  the  confiitution  of  this  free  country  could 
have  fan^iioned,  he  would  a&  his  right  hon.  friend,  how  we 
were,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  fre(h  war,  to  raife  fuch  a; 
force  as  be  was  fure  his  right  hon.  friend  would  be  a» 
anxious  to  have  as  any  other  member  of  that  houfe,  a  force 
capable  of  being  employed  with  effect  for  the  annoyance  of 
the  enemy?   What  alternative  was  there  to  chufe,    bot^ 
whether  a  large  (binding  army  (hoold  be  kept  up,  or  a  fome^ ' 
^f  the  defcription  of  thait  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  thishtU?- 
Mcither  the  country  nor.the  houfe  would  cbnfent  to  the  for«^ 
lyier ;  and»  in  proof  of  this,  he  could  refer  to  thofe  arguments* 
that: ha4Ji9<ea.fo.ffiequently^rcpea ted  in  that  houie,  i»f '^ho' 
/  *  danger 
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danger  of  having  the  libertiei  and  the  coaftitutton  of  the 
country  Subverted,  by  having  a  large  ftanding  army  at  the 
difpofal  of  government.    .There  was  no  alternative,  there- 
foicy  but  to  obtain  a  force  that  might  take  the  place  of  the 
army  without  offence  to  the  conftitution.    Of  fuch  a  force 
there  were  two  defcriptions :  the  militiat  of  which  we  bad 
experience  of  half  a  century,  or  fuch  a  force  as  (houldbe  K- 
mited  inJervice  like  the  mihtia,  but  being  officered  by  re«. 
gular  officers,  (hould  approach  more  nearly  to  the  quality  of 
regulars,  and  be  a  nuriery  for  the  fopply  of  tlie  army.     He 
agreed  that  the  militia  ought  not  to  be  carried  beyond  a  cer- 
tain extent,  not  becaufe  it  could  not  be  kept  up  to  that  ex* 
tent,  but  becaufe  it  was  afcertaincd,  that  it  could  not  be 
maintained  in  that  extent  coofiftently  with  the  principles  of 
its  original  inftitution.    If  you  vary  from  the  original  mode 
with  refoeft  to  officers,  you  may  vary  ftilt  more,  fo  as  to  fen* 
der  thelurce  more  perfect,  and  to  bring  it  nearer  to  the  dis- 
cipline and  condition  x>f  a  regular  force,  which  would  be 
the  fame  as  a  ftanding  army.  But  his  right  hon.  friend,  after 
fiating  his  objections  to  the  bill,  had  proceeded  to  detail 
fairly  the  alterations  and  the  improvetoenis  in  the  military 
fyftem  which  he  propofed  to  fubmit  to  the  committee.  Hia 
leading  principle  of  obje£Hon  was  to  the  variety  of  force  oa 
foot ;  but  he  could  not  bim&lf  fee  on  the  &ceof  it  what  ok. 
jeAion  there  could  be  to  variety.  If  a  pure  monarchy  Were 
to  exift  in  any  country  with  a  population  purely  agricultural, 
unmixed  with  commercial  purluits,  there  would  be  nodiffi* 
culty  in  obtaining  a  large  army,  augmentable  and  reducible 
in  a  (hort  period.     But  the  fame  does  not  take  place  in  a 
country  where  manufadure  and  commerce  have  made  ex- 
tenlive  progrefs.     Did  it  follow,  he  alked,  that  if  we  flioutd 
not  get  the  whole  number  we  wanted  in  the  way  moft  de« 
firable,  we  (hould  throw  the  remainder  away  as  drofs  or  ufe« 
lefs  ?  Did  it  follow  that  becaufe  the  whole  number  could 
not  be  procured  of  that  defcription  for  which  his  right  hon, 
friend  had  a  great  fondnefs  and  anxiety,  that  we  Ihould  not 
march  fuch  a^  proportion  of  our  population  who  might  eater 
into  the  difpofable  force,  whofe  abience  would  not  be  felt  nor 
lamented,  and  leave  the  protection  of  their  diftriAs  to  thofe 
who  remained  in  the  more  limited  force  ?  If  the  militia  could 
be  carried  to  the  extent  neceflary,  then  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  obje£l  that  they  had  tried  the  militia,  and  had  found 
it  impoffible  to  keep  it  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had  beta 
canicd  cunfiftently  with  the  principles  of  ita  inititution* 

Was 
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W«s  there  any  tbing  abfurd*  furprifing,  or  mifcbievoil»,  in 
the  arrangement  for  employing  men  whole  occupations  pre* 
vented  them  from  engaging  in  the  difpofable  force  at  home^ 
and  thereby  fetting  free  fo  much  of  the  difpofable  force  to 
be  employed  abroad  ?  A  great  objection  to  this  levy  wa9» 
that  it  profciled  to  raife  the  men  firft  for  limited  fervice»  and 
afterwards  fo  leave  them  free  to  enter  into  the  regulars.  If 
be  underftood  nghtly  what  his  right  hon.  friend  had  urged  on 
a  former  occa(ion»  (bat  not  having  been  prefent,  he  could 
not  of  courfe  fpeak  with  certainty)  his  right  hon.  friend) 
when  the  army  of  referve  a£t  was  under  coniideration>  had 
recommended  to  allow  the  men  to  enlift  from  it  into  the 
line.  For  himfelf  he  could  not  difcover  what  the  abfurdity 
was  in  fuppoiing  that  the  men  would  be  induced  to  enter  for 
unlimited  fervice  in  the  firft  inftance;  and  thai  afterwardSf 
from  the  force  of  acquired'habits,  the  influence  of  example* 
and  attachment  to  their  officers,  they  might  be  induced  to 
take  the  fecond  ftep..  His  right  hon.  friend  had  argued*  that 
a  limitation  of  time  would  operate  as  a  ftrong  temptation  to 
them  to  enter  even  for  general  fervice ;  but  was  not  there 
equal  reafon  to  foppofe,  that  a  limitation  of  place  would  alfo 
operate  as  a  temptation  ?  He  could  not  conceive  why  the 
firft  limitation  ihould  aA  as  a  diieA  temptation,  and  the 
other  in  the  inverfe  ratio.  If  eiQier  was  to  have  any  effecu 
both  combined  muft  have  a  greater,  for  it  could  not  be  fup«, 
pofed  that  both  together  fhould  fail  when  one  was  irrefiftible. 
With  refpeA  to  the  limitation  of  the  time  of  fervice^  there 
were  many  different  opinions ;  and  he  ihould  not  venture  to 
hazard  any,  though  he  could  not  admit,  that  it  was  a  fub^ 
jed  which  would  be  productive  of  little  diflkulties  in  the  de» 
tail  in  the  committee.  Any  body  might  fee  that  a  great 
variety  of  difficulties  would  occur.  If  the  change  were  to 
be  made  in  time  of  war,  and  the  condition  to  be  extended  . 
to  all  at  prefent  ferving,  would  not  the  offer  be  a  boon  to 
ODCt  whilft  it  would  be  a  mifchief  or  a  punifhment  to 
another  i  But  fhould  they  begin  from  the  prefent  moment, 
holv  were  they  to  proceed  ?  vV^ere  the  new  levies  to  be  in- 
corporated with  the  old  battalions ;  what  a  fource  of  dil- 
quietude,  heart-burnings,  and  diffatisfadion  !  were  they  to. 
be  difpofed  of  in  feparate  battalions ;  then  they  would  come 
to  the  prefent  bill,  and  do  that  precifely  whicn  it  profefled. 
He  bad  no  hefitation  in  faying  that  the  idea  of  a  colonial 
army  met  his  approbation,  without  exception  even  of  the 
black  corps.    But  any  body  who  looked  to  the  population 

of 
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of  the  colonies  tniift  percei?e  tk«t.  it  watiimpoilible  thereto 
fuppif  the  -arn^y,  and  k  would  therefore  be  neceiCiry  to 
reciuit  it  in  Europe.     Maik  the  coofequcnccs  of  rcftriding 
the  army  from  fervici  in  her  colonies.    Would  thc^  other 
poircrs  of  Europe  foHow  the  example  ?  Suppofing  the  arnJy 
of  St.  Domingo  to  attack  Jamaica,  would  it  be  wife  to  tie 
up  the  difpofable -force  of  this  country  in  Europe,  and  fuffcr 
one  of  the  most  valuable  of  its  pofleflions  to  be  deftroyed  ? 
A^to  t()e  other  parts  of  bis  right  hon.  friend's  fpeech,  with-* 
out  any  intention  of  difrcfpca  to  him,  he  didnol  think  them 
of  much  importance.      There  was  one  point,    however, 
wbieb  he  begged  to  touch  upon»  and  on  whfciihe  did  not 
differ  from  his  right  hun.friend,  namely,  the  plan  of  taking 
trd  for  the  regular  force  from  the  militia  in  fhe  reduAion  of 
ihem  propofed.     He  felt  Icfs  reluftance  In  adverting  to  this 
topic,  inafWiuch  as  the  public  mind  was  in  fome  degree  pre-' 
|»ared  (o  expeft  it,  and  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
meafiire  was  in  the  contemplation  of  his  majefty's  govern* 
tnent.     Lf  his  right  hon.  friend  Ihould  be  furpiifed  at  his 
oppoiing  \m  motion  for   going  into  the   committee,  he 
ihould  aik  him,  whether  he  thought  the  ftate  of  the  country 
was  in  ftich  immediate  danger,  or  folittte  prepared  to  meet 
that  danger,  as  that  he  could  not  be  juftified  in  oppofing  his 
motion?  His  right  hon.  friend  had-ftated  but  a  Angle  refult 
from  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  that  Was,  that  the  army 
within  the  laft  year  had  been  increafod  but  12,000  men." 
Perhaps  it  might  be  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  houfe  to  ftate 
ft  view  of  the  whole  military  force  of  the  country.-   Th^ 
total  of  the  difpofable  force  on  the  ift  of  January,  IH04, 
was 'I43,'26l ;  on  the    ift  of  January,   1805,   154,000;  the 
whole  of  our  limited  force  at  the  former  date,  27,800,  at 
the  latter  2C,'?47.     Dedufling  the  limited  force,  which  was 
included  in  the  former  aggregates,  the  whole  of  the  difpoht 
able  force  was,  on  the  ift  of  January,  1804,  115,000;  on 
the'}  ft  of  January,  1805,   135,000,  making  an  increafc  of 
«ttfpofable  force  of  from  1  S.OOO  to  20,000  men.    The  hon. 
member 'then  prbceeded  through  a  variety  of  other  com- 
bined ftatements,  to  (hew  the  improved  ftate  of  our  military 
defence,  the  refult  of  which  was,  that  we   had  at  prefent 
12,000  difpofable  troops  more  than  on  the  ift  of  fan.  1804, 
applicable  to  any  purpofcs  for  which  troops  might  be  neceC- 
Ifary.    He  then  exuhingly  adverted  to  the  numbers  of  our 
Volunteer  force,  whicW  Ue  cooid  never  leave  out  of  his  con- 
itderattoh.     Wc  han)  upwards  of  306>000  volunteers,  that 
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had  withftood  all  the  temptations  of  example,  exhortatioDt 
and  nppolition.  Of  thefe  160,000  bad  been  reported  fit 
for  fervice,  not  to  go  into  the  field  againft  Auftrian  and 
PruiSan  troops,  but  tit  for  all  the  purpufes  for  which  the/ 
bad  been  incovporated.  Could  we  with  fuch  a  force  have 
«ny  room  for  the  gloomy  reprefentations  frequently  made? 
could  more  be  expefted  from  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
population  of  the  country  ?  If  we  wifh  for  a  criterion  by 
which  to  eftimate  the  military  force  of  the  country,  let  us 
look  to  the  ila'e  of  the  different  powei-s  on  the  continent,  let 
us  look  particu'arly  to  France,  which,  with  a  population  of 
86  millions,  had  an  army  not  exceeding  at  any  time  five  or 
fix  hundred  thousand  men ;  while  in  Great  Britain,  which 
contained  but  fifteen  millions,  the  regular  force  amounted 
to  three  hundred  thoufand  men,  beiides  thofe  to  whunvihe 
domeftic  defence  was  entrufled,  as  alfo  feventy  thouland 
militia,  ^ndth  ee  hundred  thouland  volunteei-s.  It  was  im- 
poflihie  for  any  man  who  fairly  examined  the  fituatipn  iqi 
which  ue  at  p  efent  flood,  and  compared  it  with  that  ot  laft 
year,  to  lefrain  from  allowing  that  it  was  greatly  improve<L 
Could  fa  h  a  man  be  found,  he  would  aik  him,  was  it  uoo 
thing  to  have  added,  as  we  had  done,  to  the  flrength  of 
thofe  fleets  who'e  peculiar  province  it  was  to  proted  us  from 
the  execution  o^  the  menaces  of  the  invader?  Was  it  no» 
thing  to  hcive  facceeded  fo  completely  in  the  blockade  of 
the  enemy's  flotilla,  that  inflead  of  venturing  on  the  ocean 
to  attack  us,  it  was  with  difliculty  that  it  coi^ld  be  ilily 
•mdved  along  the  coaft  from  one  port  to  anothier  ?  What 
would  the  enemy  have  faid,  had  we  aAed  in  the  manner 
they  have  done;  had  we  in  thefirfl  inftaoce  prepared  anexr 
teofive  armament  for  the,  exprefs  and  avowed  purpofeof  in- 
vading their  fhores,  then  allowed  it  to  be  iiifulted  at  leai)^ 
if  not  injured,  by  the  aflaults  of  hoftile  fquadroit^,  and  con* 
eluded  by  fending  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  very,  parties  to 
whom  we  bad  denounced  deflrudion  ?  With  what  exulta- 
tion would  they  have  then  exclaimed,'  '*  Such  were  your 
threats,  and  fuch  has  been  youf  execution  !"  .'  With  begird 
to  many  of  the  fuggedions  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
thrown  ott  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  flate  of  the 
army,  he  had  only  to  lament,  and  this  he  did  with  the  ut- 
moil  fincerity,  that  he  had  not  the  advantage  of  official 
fituation  to  put  them  into  practice ;  he  was  convinced  that 
government  would  hear  with  attention,  and  adopt  with 
alacrity  any  of  thofe  fuggeftions,  the  propriety  of  whicli 
Vol.  I.  1805.  3  B    .  was 
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was  obvioiis.  'He  mud  repeat  what  he  had  {aid  on  the 
meafure  which  was  the  olijecS  of  his  right  hon.  frieod't 
motion*  The  principle  of  that  nieai'ure  could  nojt  be  faid 
to  have  failed,  for  only  the  fii-fl  and  the  lad  part  of  it  bad 
been  put  in  execution.  It  would  be  a  flrange^  and  furely  ft 
very  contradiAory  mode  of  proving  to  the  country  the  ftaoi. 
lity  of  our  councils,  to  abandon  a  plan  to  which  we  bad  not 
yet  given  a  fair,  trial ;  this  would  rather  be  a  new  n>ark  of 
flufluation  and  uncertainty.  If  what  he  had  ailerted  was 
true,  if  there  was  nothing  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  our 
afiairs  that  could  jufiify  in  us  either  precipitation  or  defpon- 
dency ;  but  if,  oft  the  contrary,  the  meafure  under  conii* 
deration  contained  in  it  the  feeds  of  a  perihanent  fyftem, 
which  would  ultimately  put  us  in  poflfeflion  of  a  difpofable 
force  greater  than  any  one  we  had  yet  had  at  our  coinnaand, 
he  then  thought  his  right  hon.  friend  had  not  macfe  out  a  cafe 
fufficiently  ftro/ig  to  induce  the  boufe  to  go  into  the  com* 
m'rttee  be'required. 

Mr.  Windham^  in  explanation,  obferved,  that  be  did  not 
propofe  totally  to  exclude  troops  immediately  frooi  England 
from  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but  to  render  the  number 
as  fmall  as  poflible. 

Sir  fV.  1(0««^  endeavoured  to  invalidate  thd  ilatements  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Qinning)  with  regard  to 
the  tncreafe  in  the  different  defcriptions  of  our  militarj 
force ;  he  contended  that  lince  the  commencement  of  the 

Jrear  1804,  thei*e  was  a  decreafe  of  852  men  in  tbb  Britifli 
nfantry,  although  he  allowed  that  in  Great  Britaiti  and  Ire^ 
land  there  was  an  increafed  difpofable  force  fince  that  pei» 
riod,  of  above  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  m^n. 

Tbe  qneftion  being  .loudly  called  for,  on  a  divifion  there 
appeared 

For  Mr.  Windham's  motion    .    *      96 
Againftit       ^       -       ^  242 

Majority  • '      ^        146 

Adjourned* 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY)  FEBRUARY  22. 

The  royal  aflent  was  notified  by  commiflion  to  the  Trifh 
lubeas  corpos  liifpenilon  bill;  the  three  loillioos  exchequer 
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bills*  bill ;  the  coarfaftors'  indemnity  biU;  md  fome  other 
public  and  feveral  private  bills. — ^The  coaimiflioners  were 
the  Lord  Chaocellor>  the  Duke  of  Mootrofe,  and  Lord 
Walfiogham. 

The  bills  oh  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  refpedive 
fiages. 

Lord  Auckland  rabved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
hpufe  an  account  of  the  receipts  of  the  poft*office  for  tliq 
year  1804.— Ordered. 

.  Several  hills  were  broug;ht  up  from  the  Coiiimon%an4 
read  a  firfttime. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUART  22. 

A  raeiiage  from  the  Lords  acquainted  the  houTe  that  theic 
lordfliips  had  agreed  without  any  amendment  to  the  Irilh 
habeas  corpus  I'ofpenfioa  bill,  and  to  the  coal  fadors'  indenoH 
lutjbilK 

Sir  J.  Anderfon  prefented  a  petition  from  certain  perfoni 
iaterefted  in  the  trade  of  the  port  oi  London*  dating  tbt 
increafe  of  chat  trade,  and  praying  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  forming  a  tunnel  under  the  Thames  to  facilitate  thd 
operations  of  commerce. — Referred  \o  a  committee. 

After  a  few  renurks  relative  to  the  revenues  of  the  (fle  of 
Man,  Mo^Creevey  moved,  that  accounts  be  laid  before 
die  hoiife  of  the  applicatiua  of  the  furplus  revenue  of  thtf 
Mt  of  Man,  between  the  3th  of  January  Hd^,  and  the 
£th  of  January  1804. 

The  quarantine  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pailed* 

On  the  naotion  of  Mr.  Huikiflbn,  the  loan  b]l|^  and  the 
iHiftage  duty  bill,  were  read  a  fecond  timei  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  on  Monday. 

Sir  Robert  Lawley  wimed  to  move  for  certain  returns  of 
the  expence  attending  the  volunteer  force  to  be  laid  beforo 
tiie  boufe  I  but  on  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Stuiges  Bourne* 
who  at  the  fame  time  that  he  avowed  the  utmoft  readinefs  * 
on  the  part  of  government  to  communicate  every  poflible 
infonnation  on  the  fubjed,  yet  remarked  that  a^  the  mo* 
tion  was  of  a  novel  defcription  it  might  require  fome  confii^ 
deration,  he  contented  liimfelf  with  giving  notice  of  a.  mo* 
tion  for  Monday. 

In  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  Mr.  Hufkiflba  in* 
trodoced  a  claufein  the  horfe  duty  bill,  corrcding  a  clerical 
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crrar,  hy  which  78.  had  been  infertcd  iiiftead  of  7s.  6d..  as 
the  additional  tax  on  IiorfeS  now  paying  12s.  6d.  The* 
claufc  was  agreed  to,  the  hc)u4'e  refumcd,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  ordered  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  houfe,  a  copy  of  the  apportionment  by  the 
Privy  Council  of  the  9000  men  enlifted  from  the  army  of 
referve  for  general  fervice.  '    ' 

A  perfon  from  the  office  of  the  commiflioners  for  the 
affairs  of  India  prefented  the  papers  moved  for  by  Mr* 
Francis. 

^  Mr.  Latouche  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  would  ^ 
move  for  an  account  of  the  money  expended  in  the  pur*' 
chafine  of  grounds  furroUndlng  the  caftle  of  Dublin. 

SirlV.  Burroughs  faid,  that 'there  appeared  to  him  to  be 
an  omifHon  in  the  paperspn  the  table,  relative  to  Sir  Home 
Popham,  aad  gave  notice  that  he  fhould  on  Monday  next 
move  that  there  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  a  copy  of  all  exa^ 
minations  before  the  commiflioners  of  naval  inquiry,  on  tlie. 
fubjeft  of  the  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Sir  Home 
Popham  in  the  Red  Sea.  * 

Afr.  Canning  had  heard  that  the  papers  which  had  been 
fent  by  the  admiralty  to  the  navy  board,  and  by  them  ftated 
to  have  been  returned,  were  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  navy 
board' at  the  time  the  fubje£t  was  agitated  in  that  houfe. 
This  appeared  fo  extraordinary,  that  be  could  fcarcely  be- 
lieve it ;  and  he  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuefday  he  would 
move  for  an  account  of  the  date  of  thefe  papers,  and  of  the 
date  of  their  return,  together  with  a  copy  of  any  report 
made  by  the  navy  board  to  the  admiralty  on  the  fubjed. 

'Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  having  dated,  that  the  order  of  tlic 
houfe  made  laft  felSon,  for  laying  on  the  table  accounts  of 
all  falaries  and  compenfation$  granted  in  Ireland,  from  Ja- 
nuary 1799,  to  June  1804-,  fpcdfying  the  perfons  and  pe- 
riods; and  of  all  falaries  to  the  ilirector- general,  &c.  bad 
not  been  complied  widi,  moved  that  it  be  forthwith  en* 
forced. — Ordered. 

.  On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Calcraft,  the  returns  of  the  num* 
ber  of  officers  and  non-commiffioned  officers  attached  to  Che 
office  of  the  infpe£to;'-general  of  recruits,  with  their  ex* 
pences,  &c.  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  jgave  notice  of  a  motion  on  Tuefday  for  . 
feveral  papers  concerning  David  Ewing  BarKiolomew,  late 
mafter's  mate  of  the  Romney.    They  confifted  of  accpunu 
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of  his  fcrvice  in  tlie  navy,  of  the  R's  that  bad  been  attached 
to  his  name  in  the  ihip's  hooks,  with  the  dates  when  they 
were  taken  off,  and  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the  admiralty  for 
turning  over  to  different  Ihips  the  petty  officeisand  men  of 
the  Rooiner. 

So;ne  delay  takii^  place  in  the  proceedings,  on  account 
of  the  non-appearance  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  £}cchequeo 
wbo  was  expected — 

Mr.  Fox  cxprefled  his  opinion,  that  it  was  unworthy  the 
dignity  of  that  houfe  to  wait  for  any  individual,  particularly 
asth^re  were  leveral  members  of  adniiniihation  then  on  tho 
bench  oppofite  to  him.  He  therefore  urged  the  reading  of 
the  orders  of  the  day,  and  it  would  then  be  in  the  power  of 
any  member,  if  it  were  deemed  convenient  to  do  fo,  to 
move  for  their  podponement. 

'i  he  order  of  the  day  for  a  committee  on  the  mutiny  bill 
was  accordingly  read;  and  on  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  Buxton, 
wba  faid,  that  be  underftood  fome  alteration  was  intended 
to  be  made  in  it,  the  committee  was  deferred  till  Tuefday* 

On  the  motiorr  of  Mr.  HuikiiTon,  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  borfe  duty  bill  was  likewife  poftponed  to  Taefday* 

The  committees  of  fupply  and  of  ways  and  means  were 
ordered  for  Monday. 

A  mcfiage  from  the  Lords  required  the  attendance  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  hear  the  commiiiion  resvd  for  giving 
the  royal  aflent  to  fundry  public  and  private  bills.. — The 
Speaker  and  a  number  of  members  accordingly  attended, 
and  on  their  return  the  houfe  adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE   OT  LORDS- 
MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  25. 
Mr.  Romilly  and  Mr.  Alexander  were  beard  for  the  te* 
fpondents,  and  Mr.  Adam  in  reply  for  the  ^ippelianta  in  the 
&otch  appeal,  Bannerman  againft  fiannerman.    Judgment 
was  poflponed  till  next  day. 

A.  bill  for  naturalizing  John  Anthonie,  a  native  of  China, 
who  has  been  many  years  refiderit  in  this  country,  was  read 
a  fecond.  time. 

A  gentleman  from  the  Bank  prefented  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  Bank  of  England  notes  in  circulation  on  the  1 5th 
of  each  month  during  the  lafl  year,  diitinguifhing  thofe 
under  51.     Ordered  to  lie-on  the  tabic.— Adjourned* 

HOUSE 
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HOUSEOF    COMMONS- 

MONDATy  FEBRUARY  25. 

A  petitioawas  prelented  from  the  lord  provoft  and  towit 
council  of  Edinburgh,  praying  the  boufetD  take  tbeftate  of 
the  police  of  that  city  into  their  confideration.  The  petition 
was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  cootusittee  to  confider  the 
fubicft  matter  thereof,  an<l  report  the  fame  to  the  houfe. 

Sir  Charles  Rofs  prefented  a  bill  for  the  building  of 
brklg^»  and  making  of  roads  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland* 
^-Read  a  firftt  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  mcflage  f^om  the  upper  houfe  dated  that  their  lord« 
ibipthad  agreed  to  the  loyalty  loan  bill,  and  the  Greenland 
whale  fithery  bilU  without  airy  amendments. 

Lord  Marfham  reported  from  the  Middlefex  elefiioa 
committee,  Chat  Mr.  Duncomhe,  a  member  of  the  laid 
committee,  had  been  abfent  that  day  ;  but  the  report  added» 
tliat  the  committee  underftood  that  the  )ion«  member^s  non- 
attendance  was  occafioned  by  the  death  of  one  of  bis  family* 

William  Arnold,  fervant  to  the  member  alluded  to,  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  verified  the  fa^  on  oath,  that  the 
Countefs  of  Dartmouth,  the  •  mother  of  his  miftrels,  bad 
died  that  day. 

As  foon  as  the  wttnefs  had  withdrawn,  an  order  of  the 
boufe  was  ipade  that  Mr.  Duncombe  (hould  be  excufed  for 
his  non-attendance  that  day,  and  that  he  fho^ld  be  dif» 
charged  from  all  future  attendance  on  the  faid  committee.    . 

Mr.  Creevey  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day  mov^ 
that  the*  order  for  the  confideration  of  the  Middlefex  ele£tioa 
petition,  which  ftood  for  Thurfday,  fhould  be  dlfcharged^ 
and  that  a  new  order  fhould  be  made  for  thf  laftdayof 
April. 

Mr.  Egerton  prefented  a  petition  from  certain  manufkc« 
turers  in  the  town  of  Stockport,  refpeding  the  corn  aftf 
praying  relief. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Meheux,  from  the  coqamiflioners  for  the  af&irs  of 
Indta,  preferrted  the  papers  which  bad  been  ordered  on  a 
former  day  relative  to  the  intended  eftablifhment  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales*s  idand. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  ikiotion  of  Lord  Dunlo,  it  was  ordered  that  a 
ftatement  (hould  be  given  in  to  the  houfe  of  the  expence  of 
building  tbe  Bombay  frigate  and  the  (hip  Cornwallis  at 
Bombay. 

Sif 
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Sk  Robert  Lawley»  purfuaot  to  previous  Boticet  moved 
for  tbe  prodii£lion  of  a  ftatement  of  the  expence  incurred 
by  the  volunteer  fervice  in  Great  Britain,  from  tbe  ift  of 
June  1803,  to  the  I  ft  of  January  1805  ;  and  alfo  of  tlie  dif- 
fcrent  exemptions  from  payment  of  the  hair  powder  and 
horfe  dufv  in  confequence  of  the  faid  fervice. 
.  J/r.  liusk'ijfott  had  not  the  leaft  obje£lion  to  the  ftate* 
fnents  being  furnifhed  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  movejl 
for ;  but  he  believed  there  was  a  part  of  the  objeft  of  thai 
motion  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  afcertain ;  in  the 
ufual  courfe  of  bufinefs  the  officers  engaged  in  the  colieo 
tion  of  any  duty  felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  keep  a  re« 
gular  account  of  all  the  money  they  received,  and  by  whdni 
each  fum  was  paid;  but  he  did  not  think  tliat  it' was  in 
their  power  to  afcertain  with  an  equal  degree  of  pre<ci(iu|i 
what  nuthber  of  exemptions  had  taken  place,  or  who  was 
exempted  from  tbe  payment  of  the  duty. 

Sir  Robert  Law  ley  reminded  the  hon.  member  that  there 
was  a  claufe  in  the  afiefled  tax  a£b  which  orders  that  in  the 
£rft  iaftanee  a  return  (hould  be  made  of  every  perfon  who 
would  otherwife  be  taxed,  although  he  had  a  right  to  be 
iiibiequently  exempted. 

The  papers  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
JuMife. 

Mr.  John  Latouche  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  jttip 
houfe  a  return  of  all  contracts  or  agreements  which  had 
been  entered  into  iince  the  23d  of  July  1803,  for  the  pur- 
diaie  of  ground  near  the  caftle  of  Dublin.— ^Ordered. 
,  Mr.  Akxasder  brought  uj>  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  The  refolution  for  impoiing  an  addi^ 
tional  duty  of  78.  6d.  on  every  horfe  employed  in  purpofes 
^f  bufbaodry  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  fum  ordered 
to  be  inferted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  HuikiiTon  prefented  copies  of  all  tlie  corrcfpondencjs 
which  has  taken  place  between  his  majefty's  fecrctary  of 
ftate,  and  the  governors  or  civil  officers  of  his  majefty's  co- 
lonies in  the  Weft  Indies,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  abolition  of 
the  (lave  trade. — Ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  hpufe  then  went  into  a  committee  on  tbe  bill  for 
raifing  the  fum  of  twenty-two  millions  by  way  of  loan  f^r 
tbe  fervice  of  the  yeaV.  The  refolutions  were  agreed  to 
without  any  amendment. 

The  houfe  having  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  he 
received  the  next  day.  - 
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The  right  hon*  the  Speaker  gave  notice  that  there  was  a 
ballot  fix^  for  the  next  day,  and  infonned  the  houfe  that  he 
ihould  take  the  chair  at  half  pad  three,  and  count  the  houfe 
precifely  at  four  as  ufual. 

The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for 
laying  an  addkionai  duty  on  the  poftage  of  letters.        i 

In  the  committee  there  was  feme  converfation  on  the  fub« 
jeftof  members  being  charged  for  letlei-s  when  they  came 
through  the  twopenny  poft  ;  but  thercwa>  not  any  alteration 
made  in  the  bill  in  confequence  of  what  was  fai<l»  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

The  committees  of  ways  and  means  and  fupply  were  put 
•f>ff  to  Wednefday  neict. 

The  diftribution  paper  for  the  year  1804  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  poftponed  the  judgment  in  the 
Scotch  appeal,  Bannernian  againfi  Bannerman,  liil  Thur& 
day. 

On  his  lordihip's  motion,  the  judgment  of  the  court  of 
f^flion,  in  the  appeal  Hamilton  againft  Geddes,  was  affirm* 
'cd|  but  without  cods,  as  a  proof  that  their  lordfhips  difap- 
proved  of  fuch  loofe  proceedings  as  thole  which  bad  beta 
adopted  by  the  court  below. 

Lord  Scarfdale  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat,  y 

A  bill  for  naturalizing  the  Rev.  James  Samuel  Pons,  late 
afiing  garrifon  chaplain  at  Tubago,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Lord  King  gave  notice,  that  he  Ihould  on  Thurfday  fc*n- 
fiight  fubmit  to  their  lordfhips  a  motion  for  a  commit.tee  of 
the  whole  houfe  'to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  militarj 
*cftablilhments  of  tlie  country. — Adjourned  till  Thurfday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26. 

A  ballot  being  appointed  for  a  committee  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  petition  of  certain  ele£tors  of  Knarefborough,  the 
Speaker  proceeded  to  count  the  members  at  four  o'clock; 
but  there  being  only  89  prefent}  the  houfe  adjourned  till 
the  next  day. 

HOUSE 
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WEDN£SDAT>  FEBRUARY  27. 

At  the  ufual  hour  the  Sp^ker  counted  the  houfe;  and  a 
fufficient  nonober  of  members  being  prefent  to  proceed  to. 
a  ballot^  a  feled  committee  was  appointed  for  trying  and 
detennining  the  meriii  of  the  petition  complaining  of  aa 
luidue  return  for  ti^e  borough  of  Knarefborougb,  in  the 
county  of  Totk. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Robert  Bowyert  Efq.  pro* 
prietorof  the  hiftoric  gallery  in  Pall  Mall»  praying,  on  ac« 
count  of  the  circumftances  therein  ftated,  for  leave  to  difpofe 
of  his  collection  of  paintings,  drawings,  engxaviogs*  &c. 
ftefcrred  to.  the  confideration  gf  a  committee,  who  were  or- 
dered to  report  thereon. 

A  petition  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  agriculture,  praying 
for.a  further  a^io^  parliamentary  grant,  was  prefented,  ana 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Se^^ral  accounts  lelating  to  the  army  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe. 

'  Xbe'confideration  of  the  petition  reJating  to  the  laft  eiec« 
tion  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  whicli  uood  for  the  foI« 
lowing  day,  was  poftponed  till  Thuifday,  the  25th  of  April. 

The  horfe  duties  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  com^ 
nutted  for  Friday^  with  an  inftrudion  to  the  committee  to 
divide  the  fame  into  two  bills. 

The  adjourned  debate,  on  the  fpecial  report  of  .the  com- 
mittee refpeCting  the  conduft  of  the  fherifis  of  Middlefex 
at  the  eteftiba  in  1 802,  was  ordered  to  be  reflimtfd  on 
Friday. 

A  nomber  of  addidbnal  papers  refpefting  Sir  Hotne  Pop- 
ham  were  ordered. 

Hie  committee  on  the  mutiny  \Aii  was  deferred  till  the 
next  day. 

Petitions  againft  the  bill  for  the  abolhion  of  the  Have 
trade  were  prefented  from  the  Weft  India  planters,  &c« 
and  from  the  agent  of  Jamaica,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  ^e 
uble. 

Mr.  Fofter  laid  before  the  houfe  a  variety  of  efiimates  of 
imfceUaneotti  fervices  ui  Ireland. 

Ordered^  that  tbene  be  laid  before  the  knife  an  account 
of  the  amount  of  bank  of  England  notes  in  circulation  on 
the  isth  of  each  month,  from  December  18Ct  to  15th  Fe* 
teiary  j  805,  diflmgoiAbig  tbofe  under  5l. 

Voj.,  I.  1805.  3  C  Mr. 
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Mr,  Hufkiibn  prefented  tbe  property  aMUional  duties 
billi  which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  Joan  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  tbe 
third  time  the  next  day. 

A  petition  from  the  mailer,  wardens*  and  affiftants  of  the 
company  of  bakers  of  the  city  of  London  was  prefented, 
praying  that,  on  account  of  the  advanced  price  of  fait  and 
other  articles  ufed  in  the  baking  trade,  an  addition  may  be 
made  to  the  prefent  allowance  for  making  and  bakii^  of 
bread.    Referred  to  a  committee,  to  report  tbeveon. 

Mr.  Dickinfon  prefented  certain 'papers  refpe£ting  Spa* 
ni(k  prifoners,  ordered  on  a  former  day. 

Petitions  from  the  woollen- manufacturers  of  tlie  counties 
of.  York,  Somerfet,  Glouccftcr,  &c.  were  prefented,  pray* 
ingthat  leave  might  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
and  explain  certain  laws  relating  to  tbe  woollen  manufiMT^^ 
ture.-T-Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  poftage  duties  bill  was  reported^  and  ordered  to  be 
read  tl^e  third  time  next  day. 

'    The  committees  of  ways  and  means  and  of  fupplf  were 
poftponed  till  Friday. — Adjourned.  * 


HOUSE   OF  .LORDS. 

THVaSDAT,  FEBRUARY  28. 

Several  private  bills  were  brought  from  the  Commons. 

The  quarantine  regulation  bill  went  through  a  comdlttee» 
and  was  reported  without  any  amendment. 

The  committee -of  privileges  on  the  Rou$  peerage  was 
poftponed  till  ITiurfday.  * 

On  tbe  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  judgment  of 
the  court  of  feffion  in  Scotland,  in  the  appeal  Bannecmao 
againft  Bannerman,  was  affirmed. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS; 

.  THURSDAY^  FEBRUARY  28. 

The  (herifis  of  London  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  pre* 
fentfed  a  petition  from  the  corporation,,  praying  for  leave  to 
have  a  bill  brought  in  to  enable  them  to  extend  the  limits 
•f  .Smithfield  jnarket. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Colonel  Stanley  prefented  thr^e  different  petitions  from 
.1  certain 
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ceiuiq  manu&dureis  and  other  inhabkaiits  of  Lancafhire, 
praftog  the  repeal  of  the  corn  a;£l  of  laft  feflions. 

After  an  obfervatioa  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  he 
did  aot  believe  the  perfons  who  complained  in  this  inftance 
felt  aay  real  grievance  from  the  aA  alluded  to,  the  petitions 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

General  Gafcoyne  prefented  petitions  againfl;  the  (lave 
trade  abolition  bill,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by'counfel 
againft  it*  from  the  mayor  and  corporation,  alfo  from  the 
merdnots  and  other  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  and  alfo 
from  the  aiasufadurers  and  certain  inhabitants  of  Birmtng- 
b«iit.-*-^}idered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Byng,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  a£t  of  laft  feflions  relative  to  the 
conftruAion  of  a  workhoufe,  &c.  in  the  parifli  of  Pancras. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  a  petitioa 
from  the  mafter»  wardens,  and  brethren  of  the  'l^tlnity 
Houfe,  relative  to  lafiage  and  ballaftage  on  the  river  Thames. 
— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SirW,  Burroughs  rofc,  purfuant  to  notice,  to  move -for 
tbcrprodadion  of  an  account  from  the  fick  and  hurt  ofHce  of 
the  rations  allowed  t6  each  man  per  diem  on  board  our  fleet 
in  the  Red  Sea,  while  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Blanket  and  Sir.  Home  Popham  refpedtively,  according  to 
the  charges  of  the  afting  agents  of  that  office ;  and  alfo  for 
a  ftatement  of  the  rates  of  exchange  under  which  the  bills 
drawn  by  thofe  officers  were  negotiated.  The  motive  to 
thoie  motions  the  hon.  gentleman  fiated  to  be,  to  put  the 
houfe  in  pofleffion  of  the  comparatively  unfavourable  rate ' 
of  exchange  at  which  the  bills  of  Sir,  Home  Pophatp  vrere 
negotiated,  and  thus  to  enable  the  houfe  to  come  to  a  fair 
decilion  upon  the  real  merits  of  the  queftion  refpeding  that 
gallant  officer*  which  was  intended  for  difCuffion. 

The  motions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day 
move  for  an  account  of  theamount  and  expenditure  of  the 
civil  lift  in  Ireland,  from  the  year  1792,  up  to  the  lateft  pfr 
riod  at  which  the  fame  could  be  made  out.  Alfo  for  an  ac* 
count  of  the  produce  of  the- taxes  impofed  upon  Ireland  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  feffions.  Alfo  for  the  produAion  of 
fucb  documents  as  ihould  ferve  to  ihew  the  proportion  of 
the  general  expences  of  the  empire  borne  by  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

Iphe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  it  was  his  in- 
3  C  2  tcntion, 
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tentioiiy  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  fefliom»  ♦  move  for  the  ap^ 
pointinent  of  a  commitl^  to  inveftigate  tbc  accouoto  of 
the  two  countries  upon  the  point  to  which  thf  laft  notice  of 
the  hon.  gentlfsman  referred,  and  he  ioi^e'tned  the  hon.  gea- 
tieman  would  not  objeA  to  wait  the  retult  of  that  iovefti* 
jgation. 

TBE  ARMY. 

On  the  motion,  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  for  deferring^ 
the  coaimittee  on  the  mutiny  bill  tiU  nejit  day»     , 

General  Fitxpatrick  rofe  to  (Ute  fome  propofitions  which 
be  (hould  feel  it  his  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  comositt^e  oathis 
bill,  and  which  were  fuggeiled  by  the  obfecvations  of «  right 
bon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Windham),  who  was  not  then  in 
bis  place.    In  order  to  add  to  the  folemnity  of  cpufts  mar* 
^ial,  and  to  prevent  the  infliction  as  much  as  pofible  o£ 
thofe  fevere  punilhments  which  he  knew  w^evc  unfbrtu* 
Bately  neceilary  in  fome  inftances»  although  in  many  they 
Y^ere  almoft  ^orfe  than  death,  he  would  propofe,  ^rft,  that 
the  right  of  adminiftering  oaths  Ihould  be  extended  to  re^ 
gimental  courts  martial,  as  well  as  to  general  coiscts  martial^ 
tod  alfo  that  fome  provifion  ihould  be  made  to  prevcnlany 
Other  than  officers  of  fome  military  experience  from  being 
iat  all  oh  courts  martial.    This  waa  a  provi^n  wHifib  he 
was  aware  was  already  (Iri&ly  attended  to  in  fome  regU 
92ents.     Bat  it  was  highly  defirable  to  render  it  t^cca(, 
)nd  with  that  view  he  would  move  that  none  but  officers  <>f 
a  certain  age  fbould  be  put  on  courts  inartiai,  an(f  that  the 
prefident  of  a  court  martial  Ihould  in^no  cafe  be  tmder  21 
years  of  age.    This  regulation  lie  thought  necefiaryy  al« 
fhough  perfons  under  that  age  might,  in  fome  c»fes,^  be 
competentj  from  military  experience!  to  aft  as  .members  of 
courts  martial.    To  thofe  jpoints  the  ri^ht  hon.  ^ntleman 
felt  it  bis  duty  to.  call  the  attention  ot  the  houie,  and  be 
had  no  doubt,  that  (hould  they  meet  the  concurrence  of  the 
iighl  hon.  mover  of  the  bill,  they  would  be  produAive  of  th^. 
beft  cffeAs  upon  the  difcipline  and  feelings  of  the  army. 
'  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  committed  for  next  day. 

'  Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Creevey,  that  an  ac« 
count  be  laid  before  the  houfe  of  the  fums  jKiid  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafury  by  the  execotoi*s  of  the  late  liooourable 
Keith  Stewart,  in  dtfcharge  of  a  debt  of  41,461  K  due  by 
the  deceafed  tojthe  public,  fpecifying  the  times  at  whicb 
iuch  payments  were  refpeAively  made* 
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•  Mr.  Wilberforce  tDffe  to  move  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade.  The  hon.  member 
Hated,  that  this  meafure  had  been  fo  often  difcuflcd,  the 
jenfe  of  parliament  had  been  fo  frequently  taken  upon  it, 
and  that  houfe  had  fo  decidedly  'exprelTed  its  opinion  upon 
the  fubjeft  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feffions,  that  be  felt  it 
iinaeceirary  to  trefpafs  upon  the  attention  of  the  houfe  on 
the  prefent  occaii6n,  but  referved  to  himfelf  the  right  of 
replying'to  any  arguments  that  might  be  advanced  againft 
the  motion  he  had  the  honour  to  fubmit. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  houfe,  none  but  a  member  originating  a  new  motion 
had  the  right  of  general  reply  to  any  objefiions  made 
agaioft  it,  and  therefore  the  hon.  gentleman  had  no  fuch 
ifjght,  but  by  coortefy. 

General  Gafcoyne  began  by  obferving  as  to  the  difficulty  . 
of  producing  any  thing  new  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  yet,  although. 
he  could  not  offer  any  new  thoughts,  he  could  not  reconcile 
It  to  bis  fenfe  of  duty  to  let  the  motion  pafs  without  a  few 
pbfenrationsi    There  were  two  points  of  view  in  which  he 
conlidered  this  important  qiieftion  ;  iirft,  whether  the  abo- 
lition of  the  trade  was  agreeable  to  wifdom  and  policy ;  and, 
^condly,  whether,  even  if  it  were,  this  was  the  proper 
time  for  fuch  an  abolition  to  take  place  ?   As  to  the  teit 
point,  enough  had  already  been  fafd  refpeAing  it,  and  he 
took  it  for  granted' that  the  hon.  mover  had  nothing  fulthcr 
to  add  oft  tbefcore  of  inhumanity  or  cruelty  to  the  negroes, 
or  he  would  not  have  failed  to  bring  it  forward.     But  ever 
lince  the  regulations  enafted  refpeSing  the  middle  paflTage, 
^c.  he  was  quite  perfuaded  that  the  hon.  mover  could  not 
iSnd  out  one  folitary  inftance  of  cruelty.    That  hon.  mem- 
bet  had  nothing  new  with  which  to  intereft  the  feelings  of 
tiie  houfe,  and  therefore  it  was  left  to  its  cool  judgmcat  to 
decide  the  queftibn.   To  that  judgment  then  he  would  con- 
iidentty  appeal  againft  this  wild  propoiition,     If  the  houfe 
ihoi^ld  confent  to  abolifli  the  trade,  he  would  put  it  to  the 
candour  of  gentlemen  to  coniider  whether,  from  the  avidity 
with  which  the  ilaves  were  fought  after,  that  valuable  traffic 
would  not  fall  into  other  h^nds.  .  It  was  knqwn,  indeed, 
(hat  tbere  ifere  not  lefs,  by  the  laft  accounts,  than  five  Ame« 
rtcaa  fhips  of  large  burthen  taking  in  flaves  on  the  coaft  of 
Aitica ;  and  to  fhew  this  and  other  important  fads  neceflary 
ifi  qualify  tj^e  boufe  to  determine  fairly,  was  the  reafon  for 
'  '      '       '  *      wifhing 
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\vi(hing  that  evidence  (hould  be  examined  and  counfel 
heard  at  the  bsrr,  as  the  petitions  on  the  table  rcquefted. 

'  Among  the  rnifchiefs  coniequent  upon  the  difcuflion  of  this 
meafure^  and  which  muft  inevitably  follow  its  adoption,  he 
ilatcd  the  aflbciation  that  would  naturally  arife  in  the  xnind^ 
<if  the  negroes  between  the  abolition  qf  the  trade  and  tlicir 
emancipation.  Such  ari  cffeft,  he  thought*  muft  rcafonably. 
follow  i  and  what  claim,  he  would  afk«  could  thefe  nezroe^. 
have  to  the  rights  of  freedom  in  this  country,  who  furf^ted 

'  their  liberty  in  their  own  native  foil  ?  In  anfwer  to  the 
charge  of  kidnapping,  which  had  been  fo  often  urged,.and. 
which  no  doubt  would  be  repeated  that  night,  he  had  only 
to  ftate  in  proof  of  the  improbability  of  fuch  a  pradice,  that 
feveral  of  the  principal  mercantile  houfes  in  this  trade  bad 

.fixed  eftablifhments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  a  thing  which. 
it  was  but  reafonable  to  fuppofe  never  could  have  been  ati* 
tempted,  had  our  merchants  been  guilty  of  a  pradice  that 
mufl  have  rendered  them  peculiarly  hateful  to  the  natives, 
and  perpetually  apprehenfive  of  their  juft  refentment*  IJF 
the  trade  were  to  be  abolifhed,  he  could  not  conceive  what 
was  to  become  of  the  cultivation  of  our  colonies;  for  no 
rational  being  could  think  that  the  prefent  negro  popuiatioiv 
of  the  iflands  was  fufiicient  for  fuch  cultivation.  1  hat  waj» 
too  kbfurd  to  be  imagined,  and  it  was  not  lefs  fo,.  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  maintain  that  it  would  b^  good  policy,  upon  chiT^ 
merical  notions  of  humanity,  to  difcard  the  experience  of  Sr 
century  and  a  half.  Would  it  be  prudent,  he  would  a^,  to 
lay  afide,  merely  in  compliment  to  a  fpeculative  opinion^ 
the  fydem  under  which  our  colonies  had  fo  long  prpfpered* 
and  our  revenue  been  fo  materially  improved  ?  Would  it  be. 
prudent  at  this  period,  particularly  when  our  colonies  were, 
io  peculiarly  circumfVanced,  with  the  recollection  of  the  ca-» 
lamities  fo  recently  fuffered  in  St.  Domingo,  in  confequence 
of  the  operation  of  a  iimilar  procedure,  add  the  proximity 
of  that  ifland  to  our  colonies?  Tkat  proximity  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  from  which  more  was  to  be  apprehended  than 
gentlemen  were  perhaps  aware  of.  Symjptoms  of  its  effedts 
had  lately  appeared  in  our  iflands,  and  bad  not  a  fpiritof  con^ 
ipiracy  among  pur  negroes  been  dete^ed  in  due  time,  it  was 
dreadful  to  refled  upon  what  might  have  been  the  fate  of 
the  whites.  Bonaparte  had  declared  a  particular  ibiicitude 
with  refpeA  to  the  colonies ;  and  ihould  the  French  fleet . 
have  gone,  as  was  much  apprehended,  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
what  hope  could  the  enemy  entertain  of  any  material  fug-; 

cefs 
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ccfe  in  that  quarter,  unlefs  through  the  co-operation  of  ti>c 
blocks,  amongft  whom  the  meafure  before  the  houfe  was  £» 
weli  calculated  to  excite  notions  congenial  to  his  views  ? 
Such  notions  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  and  it  was  ob^ 
vfotts  from  experience,  it  would  be  improper  to  dideminate 
amoo^  men  not  in  a.  ftate  to  coniprehend  and  diged  them. 
The  'recent  events  in  France,  amirded  an  awful  example 
of  the  confequenceS'of  communicating  liberty  to  men  oe^ 
fore  they  were  fitted  to  receive  it.  What  then  was  likely 
to  follow  from  giving  emancipation  to  the  blacks,  for  which 
they  would,  in  the  event  of  this  billpailing,  very  naturally 
look?  Emancipation  could  not,  from  the  grounds  upoa 
which  this  meafure  refted,  be  confiftentty  refufed.  The 
^neiple  upon  which  the  whole  ftd  went,  who  were 
Wflrmefl  in  fupporting  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  as 
ftrongly  pleaded  for  the  one  thing  as  the  other.  Whether 
that  principle  originated  in  a  religious  notion  or  from  a  wild- 
neis  of  imagination,  he  would  not  inquire;  but  it  ftttick 
him  as  particularly  fingular,  that  his  majefly's  minifierji 
ihouki  aSt  upon  it  in  this  inftance,  after  having  very  recently 
entered  into  a  contra£t  for  5000  ilaves,  for  the  purpofe  oi 
cofiirening  them  into  an  arme4  body  for  the  ufe  of  .the 
Weft  India  iflatids.  If  ilaves  were  to  be  purchafed  ataMt 
he  couid  not  fee  why  not  for  civil  as  well  as  military  pur- 
pofisB.  The  principle  alleged  by  the  advocates  of  the  mb- 
tioQ before  the  houfe,  furely  allowed  of  no  exception;  and 
with  this  meafure  in  contemplation,  it  was  a  very  Arango 
policy  in  government  to  go  into  the  market  for  the  purcbale 
of  ioch  a  number  of  ilaves.  Mod  men  out  of  doors,  wfaa 
were  unconncAed  with  the  Weil  India  iflands,  and  wlio 
had  flot  nauch  confidered  the  i'ubjeft,  were  in  the  habit  of 
crying  out  for  the  abolition  of  the  trade  under  difcuflioa ; 
but  he  would  call  upon  fuch  men  toreilefi  upon  the  eflentiai 
importance  of  this  trade  to  the  profperity  of  our  colonies 
and  the  importance  of  thofe  colonies  .to  the  revenue  and 
ftiength  of  the  empire^  particularly  at  the  pre  fen  t  crifis, 
when  it  was  fo  material  that  no  part' of  that  revenue  oi> 
firength  fhould  he  diminiihed.  He  requefted  the  houfe  and 
the  country  to  confider  what  a  number  of  our  manufadurers;. 
particularly  in  the  cotton  branch,  which  was  at  prefent  in 
rather  an  unfavourable' ftate,  derived^employment  from  the 
WeB'India  trade.  If  the  bill  before  the  houfe  were  adopt- 
ed, he  was  fore  he  did  not  overrate  when  he  fia^ed  that  the 
eSc£i  would  be  to  throw  not  ie&  than  750,000*  perfona. 

out 
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out  of  employment.  This  was  a  ferioits  oonfideratioii* 
which,  he  trufted,  woold  make  a  due  impred^on  upon  the 
jboufe.  It  had  been  intimated  that  (bme  planters  were 
anxious  for  the  paffing^of  this  bill.  Pofliblj  there  were, 
but  if  fo,  he  fhould  raSier  think  them  the  owners  of  iaige 
plantations  who  had  their  full  complement  of  flares*-  nid 
who  might,  therefore^  be  biai!ed  in  their  judgment,  parti- 
cularly as  it  was  obvious  that  the  immediate  ef!e£k  of  this 
Hieafure  would  be  to  extinguifli  the  imaller  planters.  The 
opinion*  therefore,  of  fuch  f>crfoos  was  rather  anobjeftof 
fufpicion.  The  hon.  moTer  had  obferved  that  nothing  new 
bad  offered  iince  the  iaft  feffioo  on  this  fubjedl.  From  this 
obfervation,  it  was  evident  that  the  hon.  member  had  not 
feeo'  the  report  of  the  afiembly  of  Jamaica,  for,  in  that 
▼ery  able  report,  there  were  many  faAs  and  arguments  both 
3WW  and  forcible,  againft  the  adoption  of  the  bill  before  the 
houfe.  This  report  would,  he  Crufted,  have  the  efieft  of 
producing  fome  change  of  fentiment  among  the  members  of 
that  houie  and  the  people  out  of  doors.  To  the  argumentf 
drawn  from  the  difproportion  of  blatks  to  whites  in  the 
iflands  againft  any  further  importation  of  negroes,  and  of 
courfe  in  favour  of  this  bill,  he  thought  an  anfwer  eafy* 
The  general  nroportba  at  prefent  throughout  one  Jarge 
iflands  was  M)  blacks  to  one  white.  It  was  obvious,  Cbere* 
fore,  that  any  danger  that  could  arife  fixmi  numbers  alxeadf 
exified,  and  that  a  farther  addition  to  that  number  in  the  er* 
dinary  progrefs  of  importation  could  not  be  contemplaled 
as  a  ferious  ground  of  alarm.  On  the  whole,  much  as  ho' 
regretted  the  difcuflion  of  this  meafure  at  any  timet  his  re* 
gret  was  particularly  excited  by  the  sntrodu£tioo  of  it  at 
prefent.  But,  as  it  was  introduced,  it  was  hisaoxioua  wifli 
that  the  opinion  of  the  houfe  (hould  be  decidedly  exprefled 
againft  it,  in  order  that  the  minds  of  the  planters  ftiould  be 
£et  at  eafe,  and  that  any  fermentation  ihould  be  prevented 
among  the  negroes.  l*he  hon.  member  concluded  with 
movjne  an  amendment,  that  the  bill  Ihould  be  read  a  le« 
cond  time  on  that  day  fix  months. 

'  The  queftion  being  put  frojn  the  chair,  that  the  word 
**  now''  Ihould  ftand  part  of  the  motion. 

Afr.  C.  Brceke  oonceived  that  if  the  biril  before  the  houie 

were  agreed  to,  theeffeft  would  be  to  throw  the  trade  into 

the  bsiids  of  our  rivalsriiod  enemies,  France  and  Spain^  andl 

alfo  to  induce  the  emigration  of  the  greater  piurt  of  our 

.finaller  planters  to  their  colonics.    The  temptations  held 

out 
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outtofoch  pcrfo^s,  and  to  our  merchants  anJ  mariners 
aifo,  by  the  French  government  during  the  laft  neace,  we;e 
well  knavnii  and  fuch  temptations  mud  obviouny  derive  in* 
creafed  influence  at  a  future  period  from  this  meafure  (houl4 
it  pafs  into  a  JaW.  As  an  evidence  of  the  wilh  of  the  Sp^** 
nLirds  to  purfue  this  traffic,  he  could  flate  that  the  ports  oC 
the  iiland  of  Cuba  had  been  thrown  open  to  the  (hips  of  all 
oatioiis,  and  that  within  the  lafl  year  no  lefs  tlian  eighty 
thoufand  flaves  were  imported  into  that  fingle  iiland.  If 
the  trade  only  fluft^d  hands,  what  advantage,  he  woutd  afk*. 
could  arife  to  the  Africans  from  our  ijuitting  it?  On  the  con*, 
trarvy  be  contended  that,  on  the  fcore  of  humanity,  the 
Africans  weie  better  treated  in  our  colonies  than  they  were 
in  their  native  country,  or  were  likely  to  be  by  any  other 
aatiun. 

Sir  fV.  Totfng  was  aftonifhpd  at  the  aflcriion  by  the  hon* 
mover,  that  nothing  new  bad  occurred  fihce  the  palling  of 
the  bill  lall  feffion.  Did  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ftbc  boufe  of  alT^mbly  at  Jamaica  contain  nothing  ne^?  He 
confefled  thar,  in  the  mode  in  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
pafled  over  this  report,  there  was  a  difrefpe^  very  incon- 
fiHeot  with  bis  former  profeflions  of  regard  for  the  colonies. 
The  hon.  gentleman  feemed  to  wifli  the  houfe  to  conGder 
the  precedent  of  lall  fellion,  rather  tlian  the  exiting  circum- 
ibaces  of  the  times.  As  to  the  oumbec  that  divided  on  the 
bill  at  that  period,  it  did  npt  exceed  250.  There  were 
more  than  400  remaining,  who,  he  hoped,  iince  that  time, 
bad  confidered  the  fubjed  with  attention,  and  were  pre* 
pared  to  decide  upon  it,  not  on  the  abftrad  principle,  but 
on  the  practical  policy  and  expediency.  That  portion  of 
the  members  afforded  to  the  boufe  by  the  union,  and  to , 
whom  the  fubjed  was  then  new,  muH  now  be  familiar  with 
it,  and  ready  to  exprefs  the  judgment  they  have  formed. 
His  hon.  friend  who  had  juft  fat  down  had  well  dated,  that 
we  might  quit  the  trade,  but  could  not  aboiilTi  it.  ,  As  to  the 
queftion  of  humanity,  while  we  keep  the  trade  in  our  own 
hand$;  we  could  regulate  ic  \  but  with  the  trade  we  muft 
abandim  this  power.  The  hon.  baronet  qubted  ieveral  paf- 
lages  from  Mr.  Mungo  Parke  and  Mr.  Browne,  to  prove, 
that  on  the  whole  northern  coaft  of  Africa  a  fyfteth  of  war- 
fare #a5  ptirCued,  andarjgued,  that  if  the  prifoners  w'Qrenot 
porcbafed  by  Europeans,  they  would  be  flaughtered^by 
IbeJr  conquerors.  Thofe  who  were  retained  as  flaves  in  ^ 
Africa^  were  treated  with  the  greatcft  cruelty:  m^iny  o|^ 
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them  Wcrccompellcd  to  work  loaded  with  fetters,  and  it  was 
an  afl  of  humanity  to  releafe  them  from  this  deplorable 
fJtuation,  by  tranfpoiiing  them  to  our  colonics.  *  The  re- 
port from  the  c«)mmittee  of  general  aflembly  at  Jamaica, 
which  perhaps  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not  even  conde* 
fcended  to  read^  ftated  the  emigration  that  the  abolition  of 
the  ilave  trade  mull  occafion  among  the  fmaller  coffee  plan* 
ters,  as  likely  to  be  produftive  of  infinite  danger  to  thofc 
who  remained,  by  increafing,^  in  a  rery  great  degree,  the 
difproportion  between  the  whites  and  the  negroes;  but  the 
hon.  gontleman,  and  thofe  who  efpoufed  his  meafure,  (hut 
their  eyes  and  their  underiianding  to  all  reprefentations  of 
danger,  and  exclaimed  **  Fiat  ju/iltta  ruat  cttlumT^  The 
accounts  that  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  imports  and 
exports  to  and  from  the  Weft  Indies  were  very  inaccurate. 
He  knew  that  the  imports  from  the  Weft  Indies  from  1 801  to 
1804  exceeded  17  millions.  The  exports  from  Great  Britaia 
and  Ireland  were  to  an  amount  almoft  inconceivable.  From 
Ireland  alone,  in  thelaft  year,  129  failof  ihips,  compriiing 
S3,000  tons,  bad  cleared  outwards  for  the  Weft  Indies  I  It 
would  be  a  dereliftion  of  the  awful  truft  repofed  by  the  peo- 
ple in  parliament,  were  they  to  hazard  the  immeiife  revenue 
rcfulting  from  this  trade,  a  revenue  on  which  we  principally 
depended  for  the  fupport  of  our  naval  and  military  eftablifli- 
ments. 

Mr,  Barkam  was  bound  to  declare,  that  he  retained  the 
fame  fentiments  on  the  fubje£t  as  he  exprelled  laft  year. 
What  was  defirable  then,  was  now  neceilary  Diveiling 
the  affair  of  all  extraneous  matter,  be  divided  it  into  four 
heads — ^the  general  policy,  the  prafiicability,  the  danger  to 
the  colonies,  and  the  injuftice  to  individuals.  With  regard 
to  the  policy,  as  we  poueffed  the  trade  of  the  whole  world, 
the  lofs  of  one  (ingle  branch  of  our  comn^etce  was  of  lc(s 
importance  ;  it  was  defirable  that  we  (hould  rather  contraft 
our  commercial  concerns  than  extend  them.  As  to  the 
practicability,  he  had  certainly  once  confidered  it  as  not 
cafily  prafticable,  but  his  opinion  was  altered.  Few  fo- 
reigners with  large  capitals  would  hazard  them  at  this  nao* 
meat  in  fpeculatiohs  to  the  Weft  Indies;  St.  Domingo 
would  notfcrve  as  a  depot  for  (laves,  from  which  they  might 
be  fmuggled  into  Jamaica.  A  wilh  to  co-opcral^  with  us  in 
the  dcfign  had  been  manifefted  by  feveral  foreign  powers,  " 
fo  that  he  had  little  doubt,  were  this  bill  paflcd,  that  the  re* 
fult  would  Viltimately  be  the  total  abolition  of  the  dave 
tnde  by  every  Aatioil  of  Europe.  Of  the  exiftenccof  dan- 
*-*'*;  '     '        "  ger 
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ger  in  fuch  a  meafut^  he  had  always  cxprefled  his  convic- 
tion* but  though  there  was  danger  in  the  abolition  of  the 
trade,  there  was  much  more  in  the  contifiuation  of  it.  The 
late  of  St.  Domingo  Ihould  beaTerious  warning  to  us  on  this 
head,  and  Ihould  deter  us  from  adding  daily  to  the  h*dmbei\ 
ofblacks  now  in  our  iilands :  he  fpoke  diiinterededlyy  for 
few  eftates  were  in  greater  want  of  additional  ilaves  than 
his  own.  On  a  former  occaiion»  he  had  fuggefte4  the 
lending  of  fepoys  from  the  Eaft  Ipdies  to  ferve  as  troops  in 
the  Weft  Indies;  and  he  was  not  without  hopes  that  this 
fuggeftion  had  attraAed  the  notice  of  government.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  mode  happily  calculated  to  remove  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  danger  juilly  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  further  increafe  of  Africans.  Mr.  Barham  con- 
cluded with  making  a  few  remarks  on  the  unanimity  of 
feotiment  among  the  planters  of  the  Weft  Indies/of  which 
£a  much  had  been  fatd.  Without  meaning  the  flighteft  dif- 
icfpeA  to  thofe  gentlemen,  he  mud  remind  tlie  houfe,.that 
the  interefts  of  various  dalles  of  people  materially  afFeSed 
their  opinions-;  and  it  was  not  furpriling  that  a  fet  of  mer- 
chants deprecated  *a  meafure  which,  in  their  belief,  threat*' 
cacd  to  prevent  further  exteniion  of  their  commerce.  • 
'  General  Tar/etm  should  hcimfit  to  hold  his  seat  in  that 
house,  as  well  as  ungrateful  to  his  constituents,  *  if  he  should 
not  fcoke  every  effort  to  defeat  this  bill.  Tjie  trade  of  the. 
city  .which  he  represented  would  be  deeply  affected  by  this* 
measure*  One  hundred  years  ago  the  population  of  Liver- 
pop!  did  not  exceed  2^00;  its  shipping  amounted  to  100 
barksy  and  its  capital  did  not  exceed  io,oool.  At  present 
that  city  had  5000  ships  floating,  and  its  seamen  were  as 
good  as  any  in  the  empire.  Its  population  was  80,000, 
and  its  capital  of  io,oool.  had  been  increased  to  as  many 
milHons,  and  all  this  improvement  had  arisen  in  a  great  mea- 
sure from  the  slave  trade.  The  agitation. of  the  question  of 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  had  unfurled  the  standard  of  the 
rights  of  man,  which  had  produced  so  many  miseries  to  man- 
kind. He  did  not  impute  to  the  hon.  mover  principles  of 
jacobinism,  though  his  measure  was  calculated  to  promote 
them.  He  had  paid  a  visit  of  curiosity  to  Paris  in  1791,  and 
on  his  expressing  to  the  Marquis  de  %i  f^ayctte  a  desire  to  at- 
tend one  of  the  jacobin  meetings,  wais  informed  that  bis  per- 
son would  not  be  safe  there,  as  die  had  opposed  tlie  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  •,  whereas  if  Mr.  Wilberforce  had  been 
there,  -he  would  have  received,  in  all  probability,  the  fra- 
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temal  hug*  from  the  president  (A  laugh) ^  and,  m  fact,  a 
diploma  of  jacobinism  he  believed  had  been  sent  to  that  hon. 
gentleman.  He  approved  of  the  idea  of  employing  5000  ne* 
groes  in  arms,  but  could  not  see  how  they,  who  supported 
this  measure^  could  reconcile  such  a  scheme  with  it.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  he  should  oppose  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fuller  did  not  know  how  far  the  report  of  the  con-* 
tract  for  getting  the  5000  negroes  for  soldiers  was  in  tlK  P^-" 
sent  instance  well  founded,  but  such  a  report  had  certainly 
prevailed  on  a  former  occasion.  He  thought  that  those  who 
resided  on"" the  spot  were  the  best  judges  of  the  propriety  of 
'  the  measure,  and  contended  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  house  of  assembly  was  a  better  authority  than  the  as? 
sertion  of  any  member.  A  strong  reason  in  favour  of  the 
trade  was,  that  the  cultivation  of  coffee  would  require  a  con- 
sidcr.«b!e  increase  in  the  number  of  slaves,  and  that  the  pro- 
duce of  that  article  might  be  carried  to  the  amount  pf 
l,opo,oool.  sterling  a  year.  1  he  present  population  would 
net  supply  sufficient  for  the  common  management  of  the  set- 
tlements. He  complained  that  there  was  no  clause  in  the  biU 
for  compensating  any  losses  that  would  arise  from  the  openn 
tion  of  the  bill,  and  contended,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
v^ould  not  dare  to  interfere,  in  the  case  of  a  turnpike  ro^d  or 
a  ca^^aF,  with  any:  man's  property  in  this  countxy,  without 
giving  him  first  a  full  equivalent.  Agent8;i  he .  maintained, 
had  the  same  right  to  consideration  that  the  planters  IimI.  He 
did  hot  impute  any  tmworthy  motives  to  the  supporter^  of  the 
bill }  but  he  was  convinced,  that  as  the  man  who  pretended  to 
mere  courage  than  another  had  generally  less,^o  he  who  pre^ 
tended  to  more  religion  than  others,  was  often  the  greatest 
cheat.  *    .   ' 

'  Mr.  H'lley  AdSlngton  bad  given  more  coniideralton  to  thi^ 
Aibje^t  than* any  other  that  bad  come  under  his  obfervatioo 
in  parliament,  and  yet  his  opinion  remained  unaltered.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  meafure  was  impradicable,  and  (b  far 
from  promoting  the  interelh  of  humahitVf  it  would  tend  to 
deterioate  the  condition  of  the  Africans.  Whatever  popular 
odium  n(^ight  be  attached  to  the  avowal  of  his  opinion,  be 
could  not  avoid  exprefling  it,  whilft  be  admitted  that  he  was 
not  himfelf  interefie^'^or  had  connexions  intcrefted  in  the 
confequences  of  the  meafure. 

Sir  Wlliiam  Pulteney  fpoke  againft  the  motion,  which  ap- 
peared to  him*  to  originate  in  that  propenfity  to  tlicoiies 
which  fo  generally  diftinguifhed  men  of  eloquenqCt    iie 
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was  not  fond  of  fuch  theories.     He  recoHeded  many  fuch 
which  were  recommeixled  to  ibat  houle  by  a  great  difpiay  of 
talent,  and  foon  paiTed  away.     The  Duke  ot  Marlborougit 
was  admitted  to  be  a  great  flaterman  ;  he  was  not,  however^ 
f  roan  of  eloquence,  but  be  was  much  more — he  was  a  man 
of  prudence.     He  weighed  all  the  circumftances  of  a  cafe 
deliberately  before  he  adopted  it,   and  be  was  not  to  be 
dazzled  by  fplendid  theory.     Now  the  contrary  was  in  ge- 
neral the  courfe  of  eloquent  men.   If  they  would  follow  the 
fyfiem  uf  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  he  believed  they  would 
quickly  abandon  the  project  before  the  boufe,  which,  how* 
ever  fpccious  and  impofing  the  ai^umcnts  in  its  favour,  was 
pregnant  with  great  mifchief.     When  tlie  wir  fliould  ceale* 
he  would  be  glad  tu  know  why  the  A^fiican  trade  Ihould  not 
be  purfued  without  interruption  by  France  and  Spain  ?  . 
.    A/r.  Sullivan  flated  that  no  fuch  contract  for  five  thoufaod 
blacks,  as  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  courf<^of  the  debate^ 
had  been  entered  into  by  the  late  adminifttation* 
.    Mr.  Fax  would  not  have  ariien  m>on  the  occafion,  if  it 
bad,  not  been  for  the  kind  of  aigunient  employed  by  the 
bon*  baronet  who  fpoke  laH  but  one.    I'hat  hon.  baronet^ 
in  his  declamation  againft  theory,  had  advanced  fomcthing 
that  had  a  truly  paradoxical  appearance  indeed;  for  it  went 
to  this,  that  if  a  theory  were  ably  and  eloquently  defended, 
tbat  was  an  argument  againll  it.    Really,  this  relcmbled  tfie 
outcry  that,  in.  tbe  courfe  of  the  revolutii^n,  prevailed  ia 
France  againft  eloquence — when  the  Ihout  was  ah  reloqutnc^ 
— when  Uie  Ci^vourite  doArine  of  \\\t  day  was  that  no  arif- 
tociacy  was  fo  odious  as  that  of  talent  and  eloquence..    The 
boo.  baronet  had  obfervcd  that  fome  fplenijid  theories  had« 
in  his  recollection,  notwithftanding  the  able  manner  in  wliich 
(hey  had  been  defended,  been  rejected  by  that  houfe.  In  ex- 
amining his  memory  it  occurred  to  him  that  there  ceitainly 
were  foroe  theories  fubmitted  to  that  houfe,  which,  although 
fupported  by  argunient,  by  eloquence,  by  fact  and  hiftoc%- 
cal  evidence,  were  yet  rejected ;  not,  however,  as  the  bon. 
baronet's  .paradox  would  intimate,  becaufe  they  were  weli 
defended,  but  beCaufe  as  fome,  not  judging  as  liberally  as  he 
did  of  men's  motives^  would  fay  thole  theoiies  wererefifled 
by  tbe  power  of  private  intereft.     With  refpcd,  however,  to 
the  meafure  before  the  houfe,  its  advocate:^  were  not  (up* 
porting  a  mere  theory,  but  grounded  their  defence  of  the 
meafure   upon  this  ft^ng  and  alarming  fa£t,  which  was 
ftated  by  thf  honourably  umcer  who  opened  the  debate,  tl)at 
** '  ^    •     "  there 
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there  was  a  proportion  of  thirty  blacks  to  one  white  on  our 
colonies.  This  one  fact  alone  he  considered  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  should  urge  the  house  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  this 
no  less  dangerous  than  disgraccfol  traffic.  As  to  its  gradual 
abolition,  this  was  a  recommendation  which  he  had  heard 
urged  frequently  for  the  last  twelve  or  thirteen  years ;  but 
never  observed  any  endeavour  made  by  the  gentlemen  who 
tnrged  it,  to  promote  .that  gradual  abolition.  No,  they  never 
fevourcd  the  house  with  any  project  for  that  purpose ;  but 
arttt  they  kept  the  argument  by  them  to  make  use  of.  With 
respect  to  the  honourable  baronet's  remark  on  the  probability 
that  the  sjave  trade  could  not  be  prevented  by  us,  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  (which  he  joined  with  the  hon.  baronet 
m  wishing  to  terminate  as  soon  as  it  could  with  propriety) 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  other  nations ;  he  would  say, 
that  he  apprehended  that  there  would  be  considerable  dif- 
fictrhy  in  reviving  this  trade  on  the  return  of  peace  without 
the  concurrence  of  Great  Britain,  if,  acceding  to  the  motion 
before  the  house,  we  ihould  determine  to  abandon  it  at  pre- 
sent, f  hat  motion,  he  trusted,  would  be  agreed  to— that 
the  houss  would  adhere  to  its  former  sentiment,,  and  that 
the  opinion  of  the  house  of  commons,  decidedly  expressed, 
would  be  found  to  have  that  influence  with  respect  to  the  fiite 
of  this  measure,  to  which  it  was  peculiarly  entitled. 

Mr,  Huddleston  deprecated  the  amendment.  The  dread 
of  this  odiouff  traffic  falling  into  the  hands  of  other  nations 
should  have  no  weight  with  the  house.  Let  it,  he  would 
say,  fall  into  such  hands,  and  let  this  country  be  exonerated 
from  the  disgrace  attached  to  it.  He  reprobated,  in  strong 
terms,  iny  argument  against  the  motion  drawn  from  expe- 
diency, or  founded  upon  a  mere  pecuniary  base,  and  appealed 
to  the  honour  and  character  of  the  house,  whether  they 
would  siifftr  such  considerations  to  supersede  the  grand  com- 
prehensive principle  upon  which  this  measure  was  grounded, 
with  regard  to  the  produce  of  the  West  India  colonies,  par- 
ticularly the  article  of  sugar,  it  could  be  obtained  in  the  East 
Indies,  for  instance,  without  such  a  sacrifice  of  humanity  and 
justice  as  the  slave  trade  involved..  But  even  supposing  such 
articles  could  not  be  had  elsewhere,  did  it  follow  that  the  slave 
trade  should  be  continued  ?  Even  supposing  human  blood 
should  be  pronounced,  as  it  was  by  some,  the  best  manure^ 
did  it  follow  that  the  blood  of  mati  should  be  shed  for  such  a 
purpose ;  and  was  it  not  as  well  to  bleed  men  to  death  at 
once,  as  to  sweat  the  poor  negroes  to  death  in  our  cobnies  i 

The 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Kc  8.28.1'  SLAVE  TRADE.  mH 

The  Chancellor  of  tie  Ejcchequer  denied  jhat  ever  any  con- 
tract had  been  made  by  government  for  the  purchase  oC 
slaves  Jn  Africa  for  military  purposes,  as. the  hon.  gentleman 
who  opened  the  debate  stated.  A  proposition  of  such,  a  n^ 
tare  had  beea  transmitted  to  government  from  the  /W^st 
Indiesf  but  government  rejected  it.  The  object  of  goverott 
ment  the  right  hon,  gentleman  stated  to  be,  to  purchase  iho 
blacks  out  of  slavery  for  the  purpose  of  puttl^ig  them  into 
a  miliury  body.  , 

General  Gascoyne  ^stated,  that  a  proposition  had  been  made 
Erom  government  to  a  merchant  of  Liverpool  for  the  pur-  ' 
chase  of  a  number  of  the  blacks  alluded  to,  and  he  could  tell 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  whoever  accepted  the  contract,: 
the  blacks  would  be  purchased  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Oi 
course  Im  original  statement  on  this  subject  was  not  in- 
correct. 

Air.  Wilberfirce  took  a  view* of  the  different  Argufnenti^ 
which  had  been  adduced  against  the  bUl,  which  he  contended- 
by  no  means  bore  on  the  question.     If  ^ these  gentl^iQen  were 
serious  in  thinking  his  plan  impracticable,  as  they  alleged,- 
why  did  they  not  bring  forward  some  oth^r,  which^  «whUe  it 
might  in  some  measure  accord  with  the- principles  of  huma-f 
aity,  should  not  be  so  hurtful  as  they  alleged  the  present  bill* 
would,  to  the  interest  of  the  West  India  planters  ?  The  tiuie 
was,  when  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage  were  deniedi 
and  when  the  attempt  to  remedy  the  eviU  of  it  was  regaitied 
an  impracticable  theory,  equally  fraught  with  ruin  to  tlie 
West  India  colonies  as  the  total  abolition  of  the  trade  was 
now  represented.     Since  the  passing  of  those  regulations, 
however,  they  were  acknowledged  to  have  been  beaeficial' 
and  advantageous,  and  not  productive  of  any  of  the  bad 
consequences  which  were  then,  as  at  present,  prognosticated 
from  Its  adoption.    The  accounts  lately  received  from  the' 
West  Indies  shewed  that  the  populatiot^  was  nearly  kept  vp|/ 
and  if  the  planters  were  induced,  from  regard  to  their  own*, 
interest,  to  take  care  of  the  slaves,  there  was  little  doubt 
that,  as  had  been  found  in  America j  they  would  double  ia. 
ito  years ;  and  the  superiority  of  his  plan  to  the  present  sy»» 
tem  would  soon  be  as  perceptibly  felt  as  the  advantages  wbidi; 
were  now  acknowledged  to  have  arisen  from  the  r^nbtionv^ 
of  the  middle  passage*     If  this  could  be  doubted,  bethought, 
it  sufficient,  in  proof  of  it,  to  cite  the  cases  of  the  Maroons 
in  Jamaica,  and  the  Caribs  in  St.  Vincent's,  r  Let  any  person, 
read  the  rejiort  of  the  Jamaica  cfmmutee,  an4  tbea.s^y.ifi 

there 
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there  was  an7  thing  in  the  measure  which  he  now  recom- 
mended 5,0  prolific  with  danger,  as  that  which  at  present  im- 
pended over  that  island  ?  Were  they  not,  according  to  their 
own '  account,  on  the  point  of  falling  into  the  jaws  of  de- 
struction ?  and  was  not  the  facility  or  purchasing  slaves  one 
of  the  greatest  causes  of  it  ?•  The  present  system,  he  con- 
tended, was  not  more  abhorrent  to  tiie  principles  of  huma- 
nity than  it  was  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  planters 
themselves*  When  men,  however,  chose  to  act  contrary  to 
that  unalterable  rule  of  right,  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy^ 
they  would  find,  that  however  they  might  hasten  to  be  rich, 
dieir  precipitate  ardour  would  lead  them  on  to  the  vilest  and 
most  degrading  state  of  poverty.  One  proof  of  this  fact 
was  demonstrable  from  the  report  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
The  number  of  executions  on  the  estate^  in  that  island  for 
the  last  twenty  years  was  80,000,  and  the  sum  for  which  they 
Were  taken,  amounted  to  22,500,0001.  sterling.  He  trusted^ 
therefore,  to  the  wisdom  and  hurr^nity  of  the  house  to  inter- 
fisre,  and  t6  compel  gentlemen  engaged  in  this  traffic  to  be- 
come sensiUe,  not  to  the  calls  ^of  humanity  alone,  but  to 
t&eir  own  interests.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  aU 
I^ed  that  nothing  new  had  been  brought  forward  in  support 
of  the  abolition.  If  he  had  felt  disposed,  he  certainly  could 
have  said  much  new  on  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  in  some 
future  stage  of  the  business  to  be  able  to  state  &cts  from  the 
papers  on  the  table  which  would  tend  much  to  open  the  eyes 
cf  the  house  to  the  nature  of  the  slave  trade,  and  to  the 
^tc  of  the  slaved  in  the  West  Indies.  What  he  had  all 
along  contended  and  complained  of  was,  that  our  slaves  in 
the  West  Indies  vterc  kept  in  a  state  of  utter  degradation, 
Helow  the  level  of  the  human  species  ;  that  they  were  goaded 
cfti  to  their  task  not  by  the  incentives  of  hope  and  reward, 
but  as  brutes,  b/the  spur  and  whip  of  their  driver;  that  they 
^ere  deprived  of  the  means  of  becoming  objects  of  moral! 
improvement ;  arid  that  ho  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them 
into  domestic  life,  by  which  their  numbers  v^'ould  certainly . 
be  kept  up.  Were  marriage  recommended  among  them,  and 
were  they  allowed  to  taste  somewhat  of  the  sweets  of  domes- 
tit  sOda:y,  we  should  soon  see  them  a  contented  and  happy 
penaiitry,  instead'  of  that  degraded-  species  of  animals  to 
whiph,  through  tbe  treatment  they  experienced,  they  were 
at  present  reduced.  •  Thit  they  had  feelings,  and  could  thint. 
and  "aei  iike  attn  was,  he  supposed,  hardly  disputed.  Lct,^ 
tbefi,  their  feelings  be  awi^ened  as  feelings-bf  gratitude  and* 
;  ooni- 
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complacency,  not  of  hatted,  and  revenge.  Sooner  or  later 
they  would  be  aroused,  and,  if  their  sittiillions  were  not 
ameliorated,  what  else  eonld  be  lezpeeted,  than  that  the  first 
iesertion»  6f  their  power  should  be  turned  against  .their  per- 
secutors 2 :  An .  instaiice  ^4  been  lately  shewn  that  bUcI^ 
men  could  feel,  could  conceive,  and  could  execute  what  they 
planned- as  well  a^  we^cpuld.  ^  I^t  us  take  xare  then,  lest  we 
carried  our  desire  for  gain,  and  for  continuing  an  uniust  an(j 
inhuiitaflDtraffiC)  too  £»r  »  but-let  ms  yield  in  time,  before  i%  ba 
too  late,  to  the  voice  of  hpinanity  and  justice.  He  was  cQHr 
scions  that  gentlemen  would  say,  that  his  arguments  went 
the  length 4)f  A  tQtal  emancipation^  not  an  abolition  of  the 
trade  only:'  he  confessed  Sey  did  so ;  but-at  tltf  same  time, 
he  must  say,  that  that  was  an  object  :beyond  what  he  looked 
^#*at  the  present  moo^ent.  ^  He,  was  d^a^ly  pf  ^pinioa  that 
^  total  emaocipatjiooy  at  ^^^^9  would  be  impolitic'  and  im- 
practicable, and  he  would  conceive  the  man  as  Tittle  bet;t;$r 
ihan  mafl  who  should  propose,  it.  .T-he  abolition  of  tH^  trade 
would  at  present  answer  every  endpf  hymamty,  as  it  would 
insure. proper  treatment,  aitid  kindness  to  tlie  slaves,  ancl 
would  open  a  door  in  numberless,  different  ways  ^or  a  ^gradual 
emancipation*       \  i  ^       _  , 

LorJ  %tmple  wished  to  be:inforn|ed  hy  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  if  certain  infp^ination  which  he  had  received 
was  correct.  It  suited  that  so  far  from  there  being,  no  con- 
tracts with  West  India  merchants,  there  actually  was  at  this 
moment  a  subsistfag  contract  from  government,  (certain  to 
the  exteipt  of  5000,  for  .th|p  purpose  of  augmenting  the  Wc^t 
India  black  army  %  that  50L  or  60I.  per  man  was  the  stipulate^ 
pricey  and,  in  £ict,  that,  at  this  moment,  certain  merchanlis 
in  Liverpool  were,  on  the  ^ith  pf  such  contract,  fitting 
oat  ships  for  the  purpose  p/^cbmi^efing  ij  on  their,  part. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that  he  had  no*  know* 
ledge  of  any  such  transaction. 

The  question  was  then  ^caUed .for,  wh^n  the  housa  divided. 

For  the  amendment,  ^1  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time 
4ius  day  six  months,' '  -  -  •         '    77 

for  the  second  reading  "  this  day,**  -  .  *        70; 

Majority  for  the  amendment  .7 

5othat  tl^c  bill  was  thrown  out  for  the  piresent  session. 

The  other  ordcjrs'  of  the  day,  were  then  gone  through,  and 
about  ten  o'clock  the  Jioi»se  adjourned. 

Vol.  I.  1805,  3  ?  '    HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

♦  •  FRIDAY,   MARCH  I-  '    . 

The  rioyal  assciit  was  given  by  cbfnmis$x5n  to  two  public 
and  one  private  bill.  Hie  pnblic  i^ls  were,  the  loyahy  loan 
kncl  Greenland  whale  fishery  bills. 

]'  The  quarantine  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  sent  back 
to  the  commons. 

7    Some  private  bills  were  broughf  up  from  the  commons^ 
and  read  a  first  time.— Adjoipmed. 


H  O  U  S  E    6  F    C  O  M  M  O  N  §. 

FRIDAY,    MARCH  X. 

V  Mr.Jekyll  was  swotn,  and  took  his  sleat  on  his  re'^leetiAfi 
^'er  his  appointment  as  solicitor  general  to  the  Prince  ef 
W^alcs. 

The  sheridTs  of  London  presented  a  petlHon  fyom  the  lord 
mayor,  aliehnen,  &c.  jJrayihg  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  actsrelating  to  the  sale  of  coals  in  the  city.  This 
petition  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mil  Abcrcromby  ol^tained  leave  to.  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
better  regulating  the  police  of  Edinburgh ;  he  alsb  presented 
a  petition  from  the  magistrates  of  that  city,  praying  leave  tb 
^'»"*lSring  in  a  bill  for  extending  their  royalties.    The  petitioti . 
was  referred  to  a  committee. 

A  message  from  the  lords  required  the  attendance  of  the 
•house  at  their  loirdships'  bar,  when  the  royal  assent  was  given 
'by  commission  to  the  loyalty  loan  compensation  bill,  and  the 
.  (Greenland  iprhale  &hefy  bill.  Anodier  message  notified  their 
lordshr^^  assent  to  the  quarantine  bill. 

Mr.  Thornton  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  fAisilHr 
a  fuitber  sum  of  money  for  the  improvement  of  the  Huu 
docks. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  presented  a  petition  from  the  jourHeykrien 
calico  printer^  of  Lancashire,  Cheshire,  Derbyshire,  Oim* 
berland,  Lanark,  Renfrew,  and  other  counties  in  ^ttglkixd 
and  Scotland,  complaining  of  certain  grievances  to  which 
.  they  are  subject  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  their  em- 
ployers.  The  hon.  member  stated,  that  it  was  not  his  object 
at  present  to  propose  that  the  petition  should  be  rderred' to 
a  committee,  but  merely  thai'  it  riiould  He  on 'the  table.  Jt 
was  indeed  his  hope  and  wish' that  the- masters  ^hduld-i^t^e 
to  an  amicable  adjustmdit  of  their  xCfierences  with  the  pe« 

titiaders« 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SiAncsU],  '     MiSCELLAMEOUiSL  S9^ 

titioners.  An.hon.  frieud  of  his  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had»  in  th^ 
course  of  the  last  sessionj  called  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  this  subject,  and  at  that  time  expressed  the  Same  hope 
vhich  he  entertained  at  present.  Although  that  hope  of  hi^ 
iion.  friend  had  not  yet  been  gratifiedi  still  it  was  his  wish> 
and  that  of  the  petitiohers,  to  leave  a  further  opening  for 
such  a  settlement  as  might  render  any  further  proceeding 
ppon  this  petition  unnecessary.  This  he  felt  to  be  extremely 
desirable,  and  the  petitioners  felt  it  also ;  for  nothing  could 
be  further  from,  their  wish  than  to^prosecute  any  litigious  dis- 
cussion with  the  masters.  If  the  masters  would,  meet  jthem 
with  a  congenial  spirit,  the  matters  to  which  the  petition  re- 
ferred mignt,  he  was  satisfied,  be  very  easily  settled  in  a 
friendly  manner.  Should  no  such  settlement  take  place,  he 
jfledgcd  himself  actively  to. prosecute  the  object  of  the  pc- ' 
tition. 

Mr.  SheriJan  was  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
case  to  which  the  petition  presented  by  his  hon.  friend  re- 
ferred. It  was  a  case  of  the  highest  importance  to  justice^ 
and  the  interest  of  the  petitioners,  who  were  most  severely 
aggrieved.  He  had  thought  it  his  duty  ta  call  the  attentioti 
of  the  house  to  this  subject  in  the  course  of  last  session,  and 
he  was  very  sorry  to  find  that  the  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
disputes  between  the  journeymen  and  the  masters,  which  he 
then  looked  for,  had  not  taken  place.  To  attain  the  fair 
object  of  the  petitioners  he  pledged  himself  to  use  his  ut- 
most endeavours,  and  from  the  knowledge  he  had  of  their 
case,  he  could  assure  the  house  that  it  was  on  the  score  of 
justice,  humanity,  and  national  policy^  well  worthy  their 
serious  consideration. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal 
of  the  members. 

Lord  Boyle  brought  in  a  bill  for  repairing  certain  roads  in 
the  counties  of  Cork  and  Limerick  j  read  a  first  ;time  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  John  Hill  presented  a  petition  from  the  retail  importers 
of  Londonderry,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  additional  duty 
on  their  imports.  He  stated  that  the  London  merchants 
with  whom  these  retail  importers  traded,  were  of  the  same 
opinion,  as  to  the  oppressive  nature  of  the  duty,  and  he  con« 
ceived  it  but  just  that  if  the  duty  was  continued,  it  should 
be  extended  to  the  larger  imports.  The  petition  was  or* 
ctaked  to.  lie  on  the  table. 

Iffk.  Fo^  psesented  a  petition  from  Lieutenant  Robert  Eyx^ 
'  /         "  3  E  a  fenacrly 
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formerly  of  his  majcsty*s  ship  Warrior,  prayinj;  compensatioir 
for  a  large  amount  of  prize  property,  taken  by  him  at  the 
capture  of  the  Dutch  fort  of  Chiflsura  In  ijSiy  an<f  takcxt 
ifrom  him  by  an  officer  ixt  the  native  troops  of  the  £a);t  India 
company ;  since  awarded  to  him  on  trial  in  the  pfoper  court, 
agaihst  the  East  India  company,  but  not  made  good  by  the 
jcompany.     The  petition  was  ordered'  to  lie  on  the  tabte.  * 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the*  election  of  a  member  for 
Honlton,  in  the  room  of  George  Shum,  esq.  deceased. 
,  Mr.  Huskisson  moved  that  a  return  be  presented  of  the 
number,  of  recruits  that  have  been  raised  for  his  majesty's 
service,  from  the  ist  of  January,  1S04,  *»  the  1st  of  r  Aru- 
avy  1805,  distinguishing  the  number  that  have  been  raised 
within  each  month. — Ordered. 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  brought  up  the  account,  and  ie 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  tat;>le>  and  to  be  primed  for  the 
me  of  the  members. 

The  house,  on  the  motion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  mutiny  t>itL  Several  new  clauses 
were  added,  and  among  those,  one  to  prevent  masters  from 
having  the  power  to  take  their  apprentices  otrt  of  the  army 
.after  they  had  entered. 

Mr.  Grey  observed,  that  this  appeared  to  him  a  very  ex- 
traordinary extension  of  power ;  but,  if  the  service  required 
it,  as  he  supposed  it  did,  he  should  not  object  to  the  clause 
being  added  to  the  bill* 

General  Fitzpatrick  reminded  the  right  hon.  the  secretary 
at  war  of  the  additional  regulations  of  which  he  had  spoken 
on  Wednesday  night.-  He  was  welt  convinced  of  the  great 
advantage  which  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  hints 
which  he  had  thrown  out,  and  therefore  pressed  it  on  the 
BOlice  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  Secretary  nt  War  entirely  coincided  with  the  gallant 
officer,  and  assured  him,  that  the  provisions  to  which  he 
had  alluded  should  be  introduced  in  a  future  stage  of  the 
.  bill,,  with  (he  permission  of  the  house. 

ITie  bill  then  passed  through  the  committee,  and  was  or* 
,dered  to  be  reported  on  Monday  next. 

SALT  DUTY. 

Mr.  Huskisson  brought  in  the  biU  for  laying  an  additional 

'duty  on  salt. 

The  first  reading  of  the  bill  having  been  moved. 

Lord  IV,  Russell  said,  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to  dechte 

'  to'ojpposUiohto  this  (ax  in  itt.  verjr  tariiW  stage:    ^ht  a^ 
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tide  of  sak  entered  largdy  into  ev^  article  of  provisions,  on- 
ivhich  the  poor  subsisted ;  and  when  the  condition  of  tha* 
poor  was  so  lamentaUe  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  set  sub- 
scriptfotts  on  foot  for  their  relief,  the  hardship  of  such  a  tax 
isittsc  be  extreme.  He  would  take  occasion,  in  the  futarc 
stiaiges  of  the  bill,  to  oHer  his  sentiments  mote:  fully,  and  ti> 
i^ke  the  sense  of  the  house.  He  recommended  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  gentlemen  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pomted  to  consider  of  the  salt  duty. 

The  bill  was  read'  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  on  Monday. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  put  off  from  Monday  till  Mon* 
day  se*nnight  his  intended  nK>tion  relative  to  the  circulating 
medrnm  in  Ireland.  .  * 

IRISH    AFFAIHS. 

Mr.  Jame%  Fitzgerald  urged  the  propriety  of  adjusting  the 
joint  account  between  England  and  Ireland,  in  the  settlement 
of  whicii,  though  a  committee  had  been  appointed  for  the 
purpose  in  the  last  and  the  preceding  session,  no  proeress 
whatsoever  had  been  made.  Trusting  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  would 
attend  to  this  subject  more  effectually,  he  would  abstain  from 
caUing  the  attention  of  the  house  to  it,  as  he  had  intended, 
and  content  himself  with  moving  iot  ttft  several  accounts  re- 
lative to  Ireland,  of  which  he  had  gtven  notice.  He  accord- 
ingly moved  for  an  account  of  all  payments  on  the  civil  list 
of  Ireland  from  ist  Jan.  1801,  distinguishing  the  classes,  and 
specifying  the  savings  or  additions  on  each  qlass,  with  the 
causes  thereof;  an  account  of  all  duties  outstanding  on  bond 
or  otherwise  in  Ireland ;  a  return  of  aU  new  taxes  laid  on  in 
Irdand  since  January  i,  iSoi,  and  the  produce  of  ,each  up 
to  January  5,  1805  ;  an  account  of  the  stock  in  hand  in  Ire«- 
land  on  Jul^  10,  1S04,  of  teas,  wine,  sugar,  malt,  and  hortie 
made  spirits,  with  the  amount  of  the  additional  duty  \  also 
an  account  of  the  increase  of  all  duties  in  Ireiand  since  Jan.  i, 
1 80 1.  .  These  accounts  were  ordered. 

KNARESBOKOUQH    EJECTION. 

Lord  William  Russell  reported  from  the  committee  on  the 
petition  from  the  returning  officers  of  Knaresborough,  Thac 
the  petition  was  not  frlvolons  \  that  it  appeared  to  the  com- 
-mittee  that  the  election  had  been  prevented  by  the  riots ;  that 
John  Carr  and  James  Collins,  the  returning  officers,  wem 
prevented  by  the  riots  from  doing  their  duty;  and  that  so- 
▼cral  persons  by  theoi  name  J  were  active  in  promotiag  tkr 
•'    ,  riots. 
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riots.  The  rcSoludofls  were  altered^  and  Uif  rqioctocderod 
to  be  taken  into  further  consideration  on  Tuesday  :Se'nn2ght# 
Lord  William  Russell  stated^  that  the  counsel  before  the 
committee  apprehended  a  renewal  of  the  di^grace&l  scenes 
that  had  caused  the  complaint*  *if  a  new  writ  should  be  !&> 
mxcAf  before  the  house  should  take  some  measure  on  the  r^ 
port*  The  ^nvnittee  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  tlK>ugh  thc^  had  not  come  to  anjrrcsoIutioQ  qa  the 
subject.  He  therefore  inoved  that  no  new  writ  be  issued  for 
Knaresborough  for  a  fortnight* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  withholding 
4>f  the  writ  too  strong  a  measure^  where  there  was  no  crime 
but  a  single  riot»  on  which  there  was  reason  to  su|^x»e  the 
committee  would  recommend  no  other  proceeding  than  the 
punishment  of  the  delinquents. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Creyt  in  which  he  agreed 
with  Lord  W.  RusstlJ  as  to  the  sense  of  the  committee  on 
the  suggestion  of  the  counsel,  though  he.  coincided  with  the 
right  hon.  g^tleman  opposite  as  to  the  impropriety  of  with- 
hol<Ung  the  writ  on  insufficient  grounds.  Lord  W.  Russell 
withdrew  his  motion.   * 

HQK$R  TAX. 

.  The  Chancellor  oftfy  Exchequer  said,  it  was  his  intention, 
en  an  early  day,  to  9scertain  the  sentiments  of  the  house  on 
the  additional  horse  tax.  On  considering  the  bill,  he  found 
it  would  not  admit  of  the  division  he  had  at  first  proposed, 
"with  a  view  to  separate  that  part  to  which  there  was  no  op. 
posidon  from«that  which  was  objected  to.  The  bill  consisted 
only  of  regulations,  and  the  additions  were  all  contained  in 
the  schedule.  The  only  way  that  remained  of  executing  the 
proix>Kd  separation,  was  by  filling  up  the  schedule,  so  &r  as 
It  related  to  horses  kept  for  pleasure ;  and  to  form  the  charges 
t)n  horses  kept  for  agriculture,  which  was  the  part  objected 
to,  into  a  separate  bill.  *  He  proposed  that  the  house  should 
then  go  into  a  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
first  part. 

The  house  went  into  the  committee,  when  the  schedule 
was  filled  up  so  far,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
xax  Monday. 

COMMISSION  OF  NAVAL  INi^IRT. 

Mr.  Giles^  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given  some  time 
■imcc,  rose  to  move  for  the  coiKinuance  of  the  powers  granted 
•to  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiryt  To  those  who  were 
.lyt  in  the  ixouse  at  the.  time  when  he  put  some  qu^tioi^  ,%o 
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tiie  gieiitlemeti  tm  die  other  side,  whether  they  hdt  any  in- 
tention t6  prokmg  the  commissicn,  it  was  necessary  for  him 
tbstate^  that  he  had  put  such  questions,  and  had  received 
Inr  answer  ;  and  tki^  was  the  canse  of  what  might  otherwise 
lippfear  Extraordinary,  that  the  motion  for  the  cominuadce 
^ihs  brought  forward  by  him.    Every  person  mustadnrit, 
tfabt  the  ^6b}ect  <if  the  conrnnission,  which  was,  to  iniquife 
into  the  irregolarktes  and  abuser  connected  with  the  iiavy> 
iftiiist  be  desirable.    I'he  persons  appointed  had^  in  the  two 
years  they  had  been  in  office,  pursued  the  inquiry  with  ati 
<ikidastry  and  integrity  deserving  the  highest  approbation; 
-itod  their  merit  was  established  beyond  the  necessity  of  for-^ 
tiler  prOof^  by  the  reports  they  had  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
iiouse.     At  this  moment  they  were  stilt  actively  continuing 
their  infestation,  and  they  had  yet  much  to  do.    The  dn- 
"ration  of  the  act,  by  which  the  commission  held  its  powert> 
was  uncertain.    The  act  of  the  crown,  which  was  bur 9no«> 
ther  term  for  the  will  and  pleasure  of  a  minister,  might  pat 
"an  end  to  it  in  a  moment,  by  proroguing  parliament  only  for 
'a  day.    The  duration  of  the  'aiet  was  fixed,  at  its  passing, 
for  two  years,  from  the  apth  of  December  1802,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  n^xt  ensuing  session  of  parKament.    If  paiiia- 
ment  hsui  met,  as  in  the  usual  course,  before  the  29th  De* 
cember,  the  act  would  have  held  in  force  for  another  year. 
It  was  probably  in  the  contemplation  of  p:urliament,  at  the 
time  of  thte  enactment,  to  aflford  an  opportunity  for  the  re-^ 
itewal  of  the  act,  tf  it  should  be  thou^t  adviseable,  by 
ana#ing  the  i^hole  of  a  session  of  parliament  to  make  a  mo- 
tion to  that  effoct,  in  addition  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
session  in  whidi  the  expiration  was  likely  to  take  place.     He 
jsnaie  tills  motion  thus  early  in  the  session,  because  the  com- 
mission was  issued  by  act  of  parliatnent,  and  if  pat4iament 
shoiild  think  it  necessary  to  continue  it,  it  if^ay  be  on  its 
guard  to  do  so  before  the  act  of  a  minister  would  deprive  it 
tf  the  power.    He  was  not  disposed,  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
;f o  plfce  much  confidence  in  men.    The  change  that  had 
taketf  place  hi  'Administration,  though  it  had  not  produced 
much  vigour,  had  introduced  much  boldness.     Another  rea* 
JOQ  why  he  put  himself  forward  on  Hiis  subject  so  early 
wasi  tluit  minister^  on  the  subject  of  the  suspension  of 
*fhe  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland,  which  they  described 
*as  so  necessary  and  important,  had  shewn  so  'little  vi{^« 
Jatfice  as  tb  render  it  m:iavoi<bble  to  break  tMrough  Hie 
ioaoa  of  the  tfthcr  house  to  hurry  the  Mil  tfaroc^  b^fe 
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•the -expiration  of  that  vrhicH  it  was  t6r^pl9Ctf  xod  ei^en  thn 
a  day  or  two  of  adverse  wind  would  have^caused  it  to  arrive 
.too  late.    H«re  the  hon.  gentleman  recited  the  objects  whick 
the  commissiooers  were  «mpowerod  to  inquire  into.    Thie 
o£SciaI  departments  of  the  navy  were-  the  principal*     Of  diey 
the  adaairalty  had  not .  been  yet  attended  to.    The.  n^vy 
i^oard  ynts  much  considered  in  the  sixth  reports  but  not 
completely  examined.    The  office  of  .tl^e  treasurer  of  ity^ 
navy  \vas  described  in  the  last  report  laid.- on  the  table  ^  th^ 
victualling  Doard  had  not  yet  been  in  any.5vs(y  noticed;  nor 
the  office  for  sick  a^d  wounded  seamen,  the  department  of 
prisoners  of  war  or  the  transport  office,  nor  the  office  of 
'  inspector  of  na^  works^    Thus  a  great  part  of  the  tas)& 
impofied  on  the  commissioners  of  inquiry  remained  yet  ui|- 
executed. .  It  was  impossible  that  in  thie  prdinary  duration  of 
thesession  this  remnant  of  tixe  proposed  labour  could  be  goofi 
eluough  before  its  close.   .Mirph  inconvenience  would  resuk 
« from  its  noR-continuance,  which  he  proposed  to  remedy  bgr 
-^moving  to  continue  ic  till  the  next  session,  ^h<ni>  if  its. fuith^r 
continuance  was  necessary,  another  nK>tion  of  the  saipe  na- 
ture* may  be  n^ade.    Those  who  supported  the  appointmeqt 
of  the  commission  were  now  called  upon  to  vote  for  its  cqt^ 
•tintiance  $  and  even  those  who  opposed  it,  seeing  the  a4* 
vantages,  that  bad  resulted  from  the  inquiry,  were  equally 
vbouBd  to  give  it  full  effect.    The  commission  lately  granted 
under  the  great  seal,  to  consider  what  remedies  should  bjt 
adopted  for  the  evils  discotered  by  the  commissioners  of 
inquiry,  proved  that  the  navy  board.  Was  not  adequate  to  tl^ 
inquiry,  as  it  was  formerly  urged  by  some>  for  this  late  coni-* 
mission  stated,  that  the  navy  board  was  too  much  ofscnpied 
to  undertake  even  the  secondary  supervision  there  specified. 
He  thought  it  not  quite  respectful  to  the  house  to  appoint* 
without  any  communication,  those  commissioners- by  royal 
authority,  to  act  upon  tlie  reports  of  a  commission  appointed 
by  parliament.    The  predecessor  of  the  rig|it  boi»«  gentleman 
had  said,  it  wa$  intended  to  submk  to  parliamant  distinct 
propositions  on  the  reports.     The  alfmdonpie&t  of  this  plan, 
and  the  institution  of  tl:he  new  royal  commission,  he  looked 
upon  as  disrespectful  to  parliament.    If  th<  motion  for  the 
continuation  of  the  act  was  not  assented  to,  it  would  be  seen 
that  there  was  in  ministers  a  determination  to  resist  reform. 
It  was  most  notorious,  that  great  abuses  existed  in  all  depart- 
ments of  the  naval  service ;  and .  those  who  made  notorieQr 
the  grpund  for  suspending  the  habeas  corpus  act|  ^uld  nft 
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deny  it  as  a  grotind  lor  the  continuance  of  this  commission* 
He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue 
the  act  appointing  commissioners  nav^l  inquiry. 

The  Chaficelior  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  rise  to  propose  to 
the  house  not  to  continue  the  cict|  if  its  continuation  .should 
he  necessary;  but  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  vote  its 
continuance  before  any  occasion  for  that  measure  should  ap- 
pear. He  did  not  hesitate  to  say^  that  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners  had  been  attended  with  much  benefit,  neitbef 
had  he  any  difficulty  in  declaring  that,  if  there  was  not  suf- 
^ient  time  before  the  close  of  the  session  to  terminate  the 
Investigation  referred  to  them,  their  powers  should  be  further 
continued.  But  it  did  not  now  appear  that  the  remainder  of  ^ 
the  session  would  not  aSbrd  sufficient  time.  On  the  review 
taken  by  the  hoti.  and  learned  gentleman  hiznself  of  the  sub- 
jects proposed  for  inquiry,  only  one  of  any  great  importance 
remained  uninvestigated,  that  was  the  victualling  department  % 
the  transport  department  and  the  others  were  of  inferior  im- 
portance. He  saw  no  reason,  however,  to  suppose  th&t  the 
conunissioners  may  not- be  prepared  to  make  their  report  of 
nilie^ialiialling  office  now,  nor  that  they  had  not  at  intervals 
ttinie<r  their  attention  to  the  other  remaining  subjects  of  ix^ 
<pury,  on  wnich  no  report  had  yet  been'  made,  in  such  a  manp- 
ner  as  to  teave  little  to  be  done  to  make  up  what  they  would 
submit  to  the  house  respecting  them.  He  thought  it  right, 
therefore;  to  watt  till  a  more  advanced  period  of  the  session, 
and  then,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  he  should  have  no  objec'* 
tion  to  the  continuance.  One  thing  that  had  dropped  from 
the  hon.  gentleman  he  thought  it  necessary  more  particularly 
*  to  advert  to:  he  liad  said  that  the  appointment  of  com* 
snissioners  to  digest  the  best  mode  of  making  the  reform, 
the  necessity  of  which  was  established  by  this  inqiiiry,  was 
disrespectful  to  the  house,  and  that  the  present  ministers 
shewed  an  indisposition  to  reform.  That  commission  was 
sow  befove  the  house,  and  the  professed  purpt>se  of  it  was  to 
aid  the  executive  power  to  give  the  public  the  benefit  of  the 
labours  of  the  cmnmissioners  appointed  by  parliaments  How 
far  the  appointment  of  a  commission  m  furtherance  of  the 
design  of  parliament  was  disrespectful  to  parliament,  and  how 
far  the  object  of  giving  to  the  public  the  practical  bene6t  of 
the  discov^  of  abuse  evinced  an  hostility  to  reform,  he  was 
totally  at  a  loss  ta  discover.  He  concluded  with  moving  the 
orders  of  the  c^y. 

Mr.  Martin  gave  his  hearty  support  to  the  motion  of  the 
Vol. J.  1805^  3  F  ton. 
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hon.  and  learned  gentleman.  It  was  notorious^  for  twenty 
years  that  he  had  been  in  parliament,  that  the  greatest  abuses 
existed  in  the  dockyards,  and,  indeed,  in  every  department  of 
the  navy.  He  had  the  highest  veneration  for  the  character 
of  the  noble  earl  who  had  been  lately  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty.  That  noble  lord  deserved  the  Jiighest  gratitude 
of  his  country  for  the  bravery,  skill,  and  success  with  which 
he  had  fought  its  battles,  but  still  more,  for  the  efforts  he  had 
n^ade  towards  the  reformation  of  abuses  in  this  great  branch 
of  the  public  service. 

Sir  U^,  E.ford  was  averse  to  the  continuance  of  the  powers 
of  tlie  commissioners  as  they  were  now  acted  upon.  He  did 
not  deny  but  that  many  beneficial  suggestions  arose  from 
their  inquiries.  What  he  condemned  was,  that  they  erected 
tliemselyes  into  criminal  tribunals,  condemning  men  xm  ex 
parte  evidence,  and  giving  charges  so  weighty  and  so  ill  cs-  . 
tablis'icd  to  the  public  in  their  reports.  He  instanced  the 
case  of  a  brewer,  mentioned  in  the  ciglxth  report.  The  com^ 
missioners  instructed  their  solicitor  to  prefer  a  bill  of  indict- 
ment against  this  brewer,  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  ses- 
sions at  Exeter.  ,  "The  bill  being  thrown  out,  the  solicitor 
when  questioned  as  to  tlie  cause  said,  the  grand  jury  had 
teeii  tampered  with.  Ail  this  appeared  on  the  report,  to  the 
prejudice  of  a  jury  composed  of  most  upright  tmd  honour* 
able  men. 

The  Speaker  suggested  that  the  detail  of  particular  cases, 
from  the  reports,  was  not  strictly  in  order.  Mr.  Fox  thought 
it  perfectly  in  order.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
stated  the  inconvenience  of  citing  eases  from  the  multiplicity 
interspersed  in  the  reports,  when  one  case  might  as  well  be 

*  cited  as  another,  and  all  belonged  tnore  to  the  discnssion  of 
.  the  whole  merits  of  the  inquiry.     Sir  W.  EKbrd  concerririg 

•  himself  in  order,  finished  his  statement  of  the  case  tii  the 
Exeter  grand  jury. 

ii/r.  Sheridan  contrived  the  hon.  b^onet  would  haVe  been 
out  of  order,  if  he  had  not  come  to  the  point  he  had  just 
laid  down.  Having  charged  the  commissioners  ^th  itbusing 
their  powers,  and  having  suggested  the  propriety  of  restrict-. 
ing  therti,  the  hon.  baronet  was  called  upon  to  substantiate 
lus  charge  of  abuse,  and  to  brJnjg  forward  a  specific  motion 
for  curtailing  the  powers.  If  th^  commissioners  were  to  be 
abridged  of  their  powers  to  detect  and  punish  die  foulest 
frauds  and  the  most  flagrant  abuses,  in  the  most  important 
department  of  the  public  service,  it  wao  fit  that  the  caus6j)f 

that 
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tliat  curtailment  shoakLbe  made  dUt.  It  was  natural  to  s^p* 
pose  some  extraordinary  cause  for  the  rejection  of  a  biU 
supported  by  direct  evidence.  A  loose  imputation  should 
not  be  suffered  to  tarnish  the  credit  or  diminish  the  powers  of 
Dien  who  had  exercised  those  powers  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  He  thought  the  hon.  baronet  called  upon  in  the 
first  instance  to  make  good  his  charge  that  the  commissioners 
had  abused  their  power,  and  then  to  move  that  those  powers 
be  abridged. 

Sir  ly,  Elford  justified  himself  by  stating,  that  he  did  no 
more  than  cite  the  case  from  the  eighth  report  of  the  com** 
uissioners  of  naval  inquiry. 

Mr.  Grey  argued,  that  if  there  was,  as  the  worthy  baronet 
had  insinuated,  any  fair  charge  against  the  commissioners  for 
^y  of  their  reports,  this  was  not  an  evil  for  which  no  remedy 
existed.  If  any  set  of  men  had  been  injured,  they  were  not 
without  redress.  If  the  commissioners  had  been  guilty  of  any 
act  of  oppression,  theliouse  had  the  means  of  procuring  to  in- 
dividuals improperly  attacked  full  retribution.  I'hey  could 
cither  recall  or  restrain  powers  which  had  been  illegally  or  op« 
pressively  exercised.  The  hon.  and  learned  gendeman  who 
had  introduced  ^he  discussion,  had  alluded  to  a  variety  of 
important  subjects  which  remained  for  the  investigation  of 
ihe  commissioners,  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
had  not  denied  that  these  matters  were  extremely  interesting' 
in  themselves,  and  deserving  of  serious  inquiry.  He  had, 
however,  thrown  out  a  hint  that  there  was  reason  to  hope 
the  investigation  might  be  closed  before  the  end  of  the 
session.  But  it  was  to  be  kept  in  view  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners  had  already  been  extremely  laborious, 
that  they  h^d  'furnished  many  vcduminous  reports,  a]|id  that 
there  was  no  reason  whatever  to  suppose  that  in  the  short 
lime  ^ich  might  intervene,  previous  to  the  termination  of 
the  session,  there  would  be  time  for  bringing  their  iovestiga- 
tioos  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  The  benefits  arising  frpni 
the  inquiry  were  not  denied  even  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
and  he  would  appeal  to  the  house,  whether  he  was  asking  jtoo 
snnch  when  he  contended  that  the  full  benefit  of  the  act  au* 
thorizing  the  inquiry  should  be  obtained  ?  1  here  was  a  strong 
probability  that,  unless  the  bill  was  renewed,  it  would  fail  ^ 
paxxiucing  that  cfieA  which  all  seemed  to  have  so  much  at 
heart ;  and  could  any  thing  therefore  be  more  reasonable 
fhan  to  put  it  out  of  all  danger  of  expiring  before  it  had  pro- 
duced all  that  rdformation  which  it  was  calculated  to  produce? 

3  F  z  But 
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But  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  stood  on  still  stronger 
grounds,  if  the  intention  of  parliament  were  to  be  allowed  to 
have  any  weights  If  parliament  had  met  before  the.  29th  of 
December,  the  bill  would  have  remained  in  activity,  and  it  was 
not  requiring  too  much  to  require  that  the  spirit  of  the  act  of 
parliament  should  be  acted  on,  and  that  the  mere  accidental 
circumstance  of  the  delay  of  the  meeting  of  parliament,  should 
not  interfere  ip  defeating  a  great  measure  of  public  improve^ 
ment.  There  was  one  hon.  member  in  the  house  (Sir  C. 
Pole)  who  had  been  highly  instrumental  in  promoting  this 
important  investigation,  and  who,  he  was  confident,  would 
state  to  the  house  that  there  was  no  hope  of  finishing  the  la^^ 
hours  of  the  commissioners  before  the  termination  of  the 
session.  He  wished  to  have  that  hon.  member's  opinion 
stated,  for  it  could  not  fail  of  making  a  powerful  impression. 
He'  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  original  motion. 

Sir  Charles  Pdc^  feeling  himself  dius  called  on,  declared 
that  the  objects  of  inquiry  recommended  to  the  consideration 
of  the  commission  certainly  could  not  be  gone  through  pre^ 
vious  to  the  close  of  the  session.  Many  points  of  the  highest 
importance  still  remained  for  discussion.  But  though  be  felt 
it  necessary  to  make  this  declaration,  it  was  proper  for  him  to . 
add,  that  he  was  not  so  clear  as  to  the  policy  of  continuing  the 
commission  during  a  period  of  war.  The  house  would  recoil 
lect  that  the  commission  was  framed  previous  to  the  com« 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  he  bad  reason  to  think  that  the 
noble  person  under  whose  auspices  it  was  brought  forward, 
'  meant  it  to  apply  to  a  period  of  peace.  The  difficulties  to 
the  investigation  necessary  to  render  the  commission  advaur 
tageous  were  such  during  a  period  of  war,  as  to  be  worthy  of 
the  serious  attention  of  the  house  when  any  question  was 
stiuted  on  the  policy  of  its  renewal. 

Admiral  Markham  requested  the  indulgence  of  the  houtte 
for  a  few  moments,  while  he  offered  his  sentiments  on  a  subr 
ject  in  which  it  v%'as  impossible  for  him  not  to  feel  a  good  c^eal 
interested.  He  had  no  difiScuIty  then  in  assuring  the  house, 
that  looking  to  the  past  labours  of  the  commission,  looking  to 
what  was  still  before,  them,  he  saw  no  hope  of  their.boing  ab]« 
to  fini&h  their  investigation  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
He  desired  gentlemen  seriously  to  consider  what  the  reports 
already  produced  disclosed.  But  these  abuses,  great  as  they 
were,  were  not  more  considerable  than  others  which  £;itill  re* 
mained  to  be  investigated.  He  believed  in  his  consaiencc, 
from  all  the  inquiries  which  he  himself  had  felt  it  (xU  duty  to 

make* 
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make,  frtnn  all  that  had  fallen  under  the  observisition  of  his  ^ 
noble  fttend  lately  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  admiralty , 
that  in  the  naval  department,  not  less  than  one  third  of  the  - 
whole  amount  might  be  saved  to  the  nation.  This  was  not 
an  assertion  made  on  light  grounds ;  it  was  founded  on  do- 
cuments in  his  possession,  and  in  possession  of  the  noble  per-^^ 
son  to  whom^he  had  referred,  and  which  were  ready  to  be 
produced  before  the  commissioners,  if  they  were  suftered  to 
go  on  with  those  inquiries  which  had  alr^dy  produced  such 
important  results.  There  still  remained  many  serious  mat- 
ters for  investigation.  The  transport  board  had  been  alluded 
to,  and  he  could  assure  the  house  that  this  was  a  fruitful  sub- 
ject for  inquiry.  The  conduct  of  the  sick  and  hurt  board  w?s 
another  feitile  subject  of  investigation.  As  a  professional  man, 
he  was  anxious  to  have  this  department  inquired  iilto.  In 
common  with  «ithero65cersand  seamen,  he  had  suffered  from 
th^  gross  and  even  scandalous  mismanagement  of  this  board. 
Some  tinie  ago  there  had  been  a  bill  beK}re  the  house  for  the 
fairer  distribution  of  prize  money ;  and  he  believed  that  many 
persons  concerned  with  the  navy  had  high  expectations  from 
its  operation.  These  expectations  had  not,  however,  been  in 
any  one  instance  verified.  On  the  contrary,  the  bill  seemed 
to  have  fallen  into  total  oblivion.  [Here  there  was  a  noticQ 
across  the  table  that  a  new  bill  on  thesubject  would  be  spee- 
dily brought  forward.3  The  hon.  admiral  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  this  intelligence,  and  hoped  that  it  would  not 
be  merely  nominally  passed,  but  would  be  experienced  in  its 
benefiirial  effects.  The  faict  was,  that  the  bHl  for  authorizing 
the  naval  inquiry  must  either  be  continued,  or  else  many 
abases  must  remain  undisclosed,  many  enormities  uncorrect- 
ed, many  instances  of  extortion  unpunished.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  conviction  of  the  importance  of 
the  labours  of  the  commissioners,  and  he  now,  for  his  part, 
called  on  him  to  throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  com- 
pletion. He  ^ou)d  recollect,  when  the  business;  was  originally 
brought  forward,  that  an  objection  was  started  on  the  ground 
jthat  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  measure.  That  objection 
was,  however,  completely  repelled  bv  tliis  consideration,  that 
Jt  would  have  been  the  height  of  absurdity  to  have  had  the 
navy  board  sitting  on  a  business  in  which  tbey  themselves 
were  interested.  As  to  the  admiralty,  they  were  occupied  by 
such  a  variety  of  employments,  that  they  could  not  take  the 
inquiry  on  themselves,  hence  the  necessity  of  the  commission 
w^  C8tat>Iished»    The  right  l;fOn«  gcutlexuan  not  only  did  not 

*    attempt 


,  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


409  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  R£GIST£R.  iCoMMOXi. 

attempt  to  deny  the  necessity  of  the  commission,  but  fsarlj 
owned  that  much  of  thek-  work  still  remained  to  be  perfariu- 
ed.  So  hti  indeed,  from  denying  that  one  commission  was 
necessary,  there  were  two  commissions  now  actually  in  exist'* 
ence.  Formerly  one  commission  was  attempted  to  be  resisted^ 
butit^was  now  judged  that  even  two  might  not  be  unpro£tan 
bly  cngst^ed  in  the  work  of  inquiry  and  of  reformation.  If 
then  the  importance  of  the  parliamentary  commission  was 
not  denied,  if  it  was  allowed  that  it  produced  very  important 
effects,  he  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  regularly  r^^ 
newed.  He  had  no  idea  of  its  being  got  rid  of  as  it  were  kjr 
a  si<)e  wind.  He  could  not  relish  the  plan  of  running  it  down 
foully  and  unfairly'.  It  was  but  common  justice,  to  have  it 
disposed  of  on  its  real  n\frits,  and  on  the  etiects  which  it  bad 
already  produced,  or  was  calculated  to  produce* 

The  Chafirellorof  the  Exchequer  p}xh\ic\yst:Xtcd^  what  he  had 

.  before  hinted  across  the  tabk,  that  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his 

(Sir  W.  Scott)  had  given   notice  of  his  intention  to  bring 

forward  a  motion  for  the  more  fair  and  speedy  distribution  ci 

prize  money. 

AJr.  Creevey  expressed  himself  in  terms  of  the  highest  ap» 
'  probation  of  the  labours  of  the  commissioners  for  naval  mqiXK 
ry.  From  what  they  had  already  disclosed  of  frauds  on  the 
public,  the  house  and  the  country  had  every  reason  to  augur 
most  fevourably  of  their  future  exertions.  He  hoped  tooy 
•that  their  reports  would  not  be  suftered  to  lie  useless  on  the 
table,  but  would  be  followed  up  by  corresponding  improvc- 
tnent.  It  was  the  more  necessary  to  allude  to  this,  for  he  had 
formerly  jeen  reports  of  abuses  in  the  naval  department 
which  were  suffered  to  sink  into  complete  oblivion.  Uc 
could  remember  twenty  years  ago  such  reports,  and  to  tbk 
time,  though  improvements  had  been  suggested,  they  had 
never  been  reduced  to  practice,  not  had  inquiries,  of  which 
there  was  much  promise  and  strong  expectation,  produced 
one  important  result,  except  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  public  had  been  grossly  plundei^.  He  was  sorry  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  alluding  to  the  ministerial  commissioDt 
which  in  all  probability  was  only  instituted  for  ministerial 
purposes.  There  was  among  these  commissioners  one  namct 
the  insertion  of  which  in  a  commission  appoiniled  for  inquiry 
into  the  best  means  of  reforming  abuses  in  the  navy,  was  te 
him  altogether  unaccountable.  This  name  was  the  name  of 
Mr.  Fordyce,  who  had  for  several  years  been  supposed  to  he 
Indebted  to  the  public  in  no  less  a  sum.  than  that  of  dghty 

thousand 
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thousand  pounds.  He  knew  it  was  said  that  this  lois  was  at- 
tributable to  a  misfortune,  and  did  not  at  all  reflect  on  Mr* 
Fordyce^s.  charaaer.  Let  this,  however)  be  as  it  might,  he 
could  not  help  saying  that  he  thought  it  a  most  extraordinary 
circumstance,  that  a  person  standing  under  such  circumstances 
should  be  on  a  commission,  the  very  object  of  which  was  to 
destroy  public  abuses.  He  oould  have  liked  to  have  the  aub<» 
ject  brought  forward  by  some  other  gentleman;  but  as  that 
was  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  he  certainly  could  not,  consist*^ 
tntly  with  his  duty,  refrain  from  taking  an  e^ly  opportunity 
of  bringing  the  matter  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Fox  was  clearly  in  favour  of  the  original  motion,  a^d 
ccmld  not  conceive  on  what  grounds  the  motion  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  day  could  be  supported.  It  was  evi4ent,  that  the 
btll,  if  allowed  to  be  good  at  all,  could  not  fulfil  its  object, 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  session.  There  was  no  force 
at  adl  in  the  observation  of  the  right  hon  gendeman  opposite^ 
that  at  thb  period  of  the  session  the  renewal  was  omiecessai'y. 
The  house  could  have  no  means  of  knowing  when  the  session 
was  to  terminate.  It  might  terminate  exactly  when  it  suited 
the  whim  or  the  interest  of  the  minister.  But  was  the  house 
to  be  told  that  an  act,  on  all  hands  allowed  to  be  beneficial, 
was  to  be  renewed  just  at  the  period  when  it  suited  the  minis- 
ter, and  not  when  it  was  called  for  by  the  public  interest?  Tlie 
idea  was  nionstrous,  and  not  to  be  endured  for  a  moment. 
If  parliamentary  inquiry  was  to  be  instituted  at  all,  then  let  it 
be  instituted  in  the  true  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  hot  dependent 
<Ni  a  minister's  arrangement.  But  the  right  hoo.  .gentleman 
had  endeavoured  to  ^gue,  that  there  probably  might  be  no 
necessity  for  renewing  the  act.  Now,  what  single  tittle  of 
mdence  had  been  adduced  to  countensmqe  such  an  opinion? 
It  was  contrary  to  every  conjecture  and  every  probability,  it 
ivas  directly  in  opposition  to  the  declared  opinion  of  two  hon. 
«nd  galiam  oificefs,  the  best  acquainted  with  the  subject. 
These  honourable  officers  had  expressly  agceed,  that  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  for  the.  convmissioiiers  to  finish  their  in- 
quiries widun  the  period  which  might  be  expected  to  inter* 
v<»ie  previoas  fo  «hc  close  of  the  session.  One  of  the  hon. 
officers  fSir  C.  Pole)  had  indeed  expressed  some  doubt  as  to 
the  eocitmiAmee  of  <he  commission  during  the  existence  of  a 
war;  but  he  had  expressed  no  doubt  that  mocfa  yet  remained 
to 'be  inve^igattd,  much  yet  was  to.  be  done  before  dae  mass 
of  public  abflges  was  laid  open  to  view.  Ue,  really  could  not 
lidp  Eyeing  astonidied  ait  ibe  attempt  to  get  rid  of^he  origiBal 
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motion,  fay  moving  the  or Jcrs  of  the  day.  This  was  surely 
evading  the  question  in  a  most  unhandsome  and  indefensible 
manner.  If  the  right  hon.  gejatleman  thought  the  commis* 
sion  unnecessary,  or  conceived  that  the  commissioners  made 
an  undue  use  of  their  powers,  why  did  he  not,  like  tlie  wor- 
thy baronet  opposite  (Sir  W.  Elford),  state  such  an ,  opinion 
openly  and  manfully?  The  worthy  baronet  had  declared  bini- 
self  dissatisfied  with  the  naval  commissionersr,  and  had  ex* 
pressed  his  opinion  that  their  inquiries  should  be  disconti* 
nued.  He  had  stated,  that  their  reports  ouglit  t6  be  examined 
intOj  because  he  conceived  they  afforded  ground  for  grave  ac- 
cusation. The  hon.  member  had  acted  now  as  he  did  on  a 
former  occasion..  On  that  occasion 'he  had  brought  forward 
a  direct  charge,  but  by  some  misfortune  or  other,  no  member 
could  be  found  to  second  his  proposition.  Though,  hoj^ever, 
he  was  in  this  respect  unfortunate,  it  could'  not  be  denied  ihat 
his  proceedings  were  fair  and  honourable.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  entertained  similar  ideas,  why  was  it  that  he  did 
not  pursue  a  similar  course?  Surely  it  wou]d  be  a  course  at 
once  more  honourable,  as  well  as  more  parliamentary.  To 
get  rid  of  the  motion  by  moving  the  orders  of  the  day  was 
far  from  facing  a  fair  or  candid  proceeding.  If  gentlemen  ob- 
jected to  the  continuance  of  the  commissiour  they  would  af<* 
terwards  have  a  full  opportunity  of  expressing  their  sentiments* 
They  ought  at  least  to  suffer  the  bill  to  be  introduced,  and  on 
the  second  reading,  they  might  take  the  sense  of  the  house, 
whether  it  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  any  subsequent  stag^. 
They  had  then  only  to  oppose  it,  and  to  say  directly  and  ex- 
plicitly, that  the  commission  should  be  closed.  He  thought 
that  tnose  who  originally  supported  the  act  were  now  bound 
by  every  call  of  consistency  to  vote  for  the  original  motion. 
If  they  thought  inquiry  necessary,  they  certainly  were  bound 
to  see  that  this  inquiry  was  fully  and  advantageously  pursiied. 
If  they  had  thought  that  gross  abuses  existed,  on  what  princi- 
ple was  it  that  they  refused  their  assistance  in  bringing  them 
to  punishment?  Qn  every  view  of  public  interest  he  was 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  original  motion,  which  he  trusted 
.  the  house  would  not  suffer  to  b^  got  rid  of  by  the  unf;ar  and 
unmanly  expedient  proposed. 

Mr.  Canning  was  in  favour  of  the  amendment,  but  begged 
it  to  be  understood,  that  in  giving  this  vote,  he  gave  no  opi- 
nion as  to  the  policy  of  continuing  the  commission.  When- 
ever this  matter  came  to  be  canvassed,  he  should  feel  himself 
IB  not  at  all  compromised  by  the  vole  he  should  give  oa  the 

present 
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prjCscDt  occasion.  A  grett  deal  had  been  said  with  respect  1k> 
the  intention  of  those  who  brought  forward  the  measure,  ^ 
to  the  time  of  its  continuance.  One  hon.  officer  (Sir  C» 
Pole)  had  declared  his  opinion  that  it  was  not  meant  to  be 
continued  dtlrin?  a  period  of  war.  It  was  true  that  anothei^ 
hon.  oMcer  (Admiral  Markham)  had  expressed  his  opinion 
that  it  was  mekat  to  he  of  unlimited  duration,  as  lon^  a^jhere 
was  any  subject  of  inquiry  not  thoroughly  investigated.  Ho^  [ 
he  <rontended,  that  with  such  opposite  and  contradictory  opi*^ 
nions»  in  such  a  state  of  ambiguity,  the  house  ought  to  psiusd 
before^  they  came  to  any'  certsiin  determination.  TKis  was 
precisely  the  object  which  the  amendment  had  in  view.  It 
was  designed  npt  to  operate  as  a  decision  that  the  commis^on 
should  be  discontinued,  but  as  a  means  of  giving  the  hous^ 
time  to  reflect  to  what  period  it  should  be  extended,  or  whe*^ 
ther  it  might  not  be  possible  to  derive  all  the  information  re- 
quired, without  any  renewal  of  the  act.  £ven  allowing  that 
parliament  in  the  first  instance  intended  that  the  act  should  be 
extended  to  a  period  beyond  what  it  would  reach  to  without 
a  new  act,  tiie  house  now  were  not  to  be  bound  by  such  deteiv 
mination.  lliey  were  to  be^  guided  by  dictates  of  policy,  and 
expediency.  One  hon.  officer  was  of  opinion  that  we  ought 
by  all  means  to  preserve  the  commission  in  existence.  Ano-^ 
ther  hon.  officer,  equally  well  -qualified  to  judge  on  the  sub* 
jea,  thought,  that  during  war  the  operations  of  the  commi»* 
sion  would  be  attended  with  many  difficulties  and  embarrass* 
ments.  When  tliis  was  the  case,  what  vras  there  more  natural 
than  to  adopt  the  amendment,  which  did  not  all  inji^re  the 
commission  at  present,  and  prevented  the  consequences  of  a 
too  precipitate  decision  ?  .There  had  beeua  good  deal  advan- 
ced respecting  the  propriety  of  bringing  forward  charges 
against  jthe  naval  commissioners  if  they  were  supposed  guilty 
of  any  act  of  oppression.  But  he  saw  no  reason  tor  ih&  Use  of 
such  language.  It  would  be  rather  too  hard,  that,  after  al- 
most absolute  and  unprecedented  powers  were  bestowed^ 
members  should  not  be  allowed  to  comment  on  the  mode  on 
which  they  were  used  without  being  called  oa  to  bring  a  cri« 
minal  charge.  He  did  not  think  it  fair  when  abuses  were 
pointed  out,  as  an  hon.  baronet  had  in  a  particular  case  endea* 
Voured  to.  establish,  to  have  such  observations  treated  in  a 
taunting  manner,  as  had  been  done  by  the  last  speaker.  Oa 
the  whole  he  supported  the  amendment,  as  leayix^  the  whple 
matter  open  for  future  discussion. 
Mr.  iW  denied  that  he  had  used  any  tauatrng^langMage; 
Vol.  I.  1805.  .  3  O  If, 
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If,  in  what  he  Said,  there  was  appearance  of  taunt,  it  was  nor 
.  iippUed  tor  the  worthy  baronet,  whom,  on  the  contrary,  he 
prahed  f6r  hisr  fair  and  open  dealing.  If  there  was  any  thing* 
i:)f  taunt,  it  applied  ttf  those  who  could  hear,  arguments  and 
approve  them  secretly,  without  havfrig  the^ourage  openly  to 
support  them- 

Mr.  ^Bfagge  Bathursi^  as  one  of  those  trilled  upon  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  would  say  a  fbw  words.  There  was  no  vote 
he  gave  in  that  house  that  he  could  not  explain.  He  had 
hop^d,  ifter  the  tandid  manner  m  which  the  right  honour- 
abhs  ^enfleman  below  him  had  met  the  motion,  that  it  would 
not  harre  been  pressed.  The  hon.  admiral  had  stated  that  U 
was  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord  then  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  to  continue  the  operation  of  the  bill  till  the  whole 
falqifiry  should  be  completed.  But  this  was  an  important  mea- 
sure that  must  have  been  taken  in  concert  with  the  whole 
df  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  unless  what  the  intentions  of 
the  whole  of  them  were  should  be  stated,  it  was  little  material 
€o  knfow  what  had  been  the  intention  of  an  individual.  It  was 
the^  intent fon  of  parliament  that  was  to  be  looked  to,  and  that 
was,  that  the  bill  should  continue  time  enough  fof  completing 
every  inquiry.  The  right  horr.  gentleman,,  if  he  understood 
him  right,  did  not  object  to  the  renewal  of  the  bill,  if  the 
main  objects  of  the  inquiry  should  not  be  gone  through  during 
the  present  session.  He  dtd  not  deny,  that  in  a  constitutionai 
point  of  view,  k  was  possible  that  the  king  might  come  down 
and  prorogue  parliament,  but  if  this  jealousy  were  to  be  acted' 
upon  in  every  instance,  it  would  produce  much  precipitance 
and  inconvenience.  On  tlie  candid  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  gentlonan  dierefore,  he  should  vote  for  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose  only  to  supply  one  omissian  that  had 
been  made  by  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  in  their  ar- 
guments against  the  motion  of  his  learned  friend ;  he  meant 
me  omission  of  the  feding  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  if  the 
coitimission  should  continue  after  it  had  completed  the  busi^* 
ness.  He  could  not  conceive  any  danger  in  that  case;  but 
they  must  have  been  sensible  of  it,  or  they  woidd  not  have 
objected  to  the  rnotion  of  his  honourable  friend.  When  an 
increase  of  powers  was  to  be  given,  it  was  not  ussal  to  hear 
ot^ctions  from  their  side  of  the  house.  A.  recent  instance 
had  taken  place  of  granting  great  powers  indeed  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland  \  and  in  proposing  to  limit  their  opera- 
ti<m  to  two  moQth$,  he  had^evcr  used  so  absurd  an  argu- 
ment 
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mcnt  £9r  that  proposition  as  those  that  had  been  urged  oh  thie 
-opposite  side  of  the  house  in^  the  present  case.  When  he 
•compared  the  danger  of  the  powers  of  extending  the  suspen* 
sion  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland  beyond  the  time  ne- 
cessarily required,  with  the  dangers  that  would  arise  firom  the 
rommisfiionets  retaining  their  powers  after  completing  thw 
business,  he  could  not  see  bow  those  who  supported  the  for- 
mer, could  consistently  object  on  this  ground  to  the  latter* 
As  to  what  IkkI  been  saiddf  the  intention  of  the  original  fira- 
mers  of  the  bill,  though  no  man  felt  more  re»)ect  for  die  noble 
-carl  'than  he  did,  yet  it  was  the  intention  oi  parliament  that 
was  to  be  looked  to,  and  parliament  was  called  upon,  after 
Slaving  adopted  the  measure,  to  protect  its  own  child.  When 
there  was  distinct  evidence  of  accumulating  matter  for  inquiry, 
liethought  it  was  precisely  the  time  for  continuing  the'com^ 
iratasicn.  On  the  one  side  there  was  little  danger,  on  the  other 
accnmulattQg  matter.  It  was  also  notorious  that  abuses  have 
existed,  do  exist,  and  are  at  present  inquiring  into.  On  all 
^hese  grounds  therefoie  he  chould  vote  for  the  motion  of  his 
Jum*  and  lesffmcd  itiend. 

Afr,  L  H.  BrcHVM  professed  *to  feel  as  muchiConfidenf:e  as 
<uiiy  man  in  the  promise  of  <hM  right  bon.  fiiend  (tihe  chan*> 
x^^ciC^he  exchequer)  on  this  occa^on,  but, .  cpnlsiatently 
widi  thSe  support  which  he  originally  felt  it  his  duty  to  give  to 
the  act,  die  conviction  he  had  of  its  importance,  and  die  no»> 
nesaty  whkh  appeared-for  its  farther  continuance,  he  could 
not  ,pef«iiade  himself  to  vote  agaipst  the  motion  of  the  learned 
gentleman  on  the -other  side.  , 

Mr.  Tiermy  was  ^surprised,  firom  ^e  triAing,  If  any,  diflb- 
lence  of  opinion  which  existed  between  both  sides  of  the 
'  house  upon  the  merits  of  the  act,  that  there  should  .be  any  ob* 
jection  to  a  motion  for  its£irther  continuance.  *  It  was  allow** 
ed  on  all  hands  that  the  isommissioners  acting  rudder  ;the  a€:t 
iiad,  throughout  *the  whole  of  th^ir  conduct,  with,  the  except 
tion  of  one  single  instance  only,  deserved  the  highest  praise 
Why  then  should  the  house  hesitate  to  invtaa  such  com«- 
mxssioners  with  .tl^e  power  necessary  to  enable,  them  to  dis- 
jcharge  their  duty  with  full  effisct?  In  order  to  this,  he 
thought  the  existence  of  their  power  should  be  stable,  aiid 
sot  dependant  en  the  duration  of  a  session.  As  to  the 
danger  apprehended  fro^,such  a  commissiba  during  the  ex- 
istence id  a  war,  he  thiougln  that  the  experience  we  had  al- 
ready had,  was  sufficient  to  reiiv>\Be  that  apprehension,  'ilie 
coBimissipn  had  originated  in  time  of  peace,  but  yet  we  had 

2  ^  ^  '  ^^^ 
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been  at  iimr  durtBg  the  greater  part  of  its  comiiSuAnce,  aat! 
no  iooMiveEoeiice  vhaterer  appeared  to  hate  ^resulted  ^t^ 
it :  quite  the  contxary }    and  it  was  hi?  opinion,  and  that  ot 
many  gallant  and  tntdligent  officers,  that  if  it  were  intcrmpt:-- 
-ed  in  its  progress  beiforc  itsinve^igationf  should  be  completed, 
yerf  great.  jKiischie&  would  arise.   An  hotu  baronet  bjid  ^taiecU 
that  u  the  ol^t  pf  the  commiasioii  appeared  to  be  unattaitKf 
aUe  before  the  e^pirauoii  of  the  sessioii»  applioition  wo^ld, 
and  ought  tQ.kc.  then  oode  for  the  comtnuance  <)f  this  act  J 
But  he  would  pot  it  to  the  candid  consideration  of  the  hoose^ 
whetheri  thi&langa«  they  and  the  public  did  of  the  exertioii^ 
of  these  d^amu^iiUKTSi  k  would  be  decorous  to  limit  them 
ifk  point  of  tin^e,  or  wait  ifbr  their  application  to  continue  tkte 
act  f   Wheieher  it  would  not  be  more  becoming  to  be  before 
hand  with  them,  and  to  renew  the  act  at  once  ?  His  opinion, 
was  decidedly  in  fayonr^of  the  latter  course,  and  he  $aw  no 
SQod»  though  he  could  well  sappoac  much  evi^  tkit  migkl 
&Uoii^  firom  l^he  postponement  proposed  by  the  motion  of  the 
aright  hon..  nbdenoan  (the  chaftcellor  of  the  exchequer)*  To  the 
assunmce  of  that  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  wonldbringfeiu 
iRpard.a  proposition  for  the  continuanceof  the  act  under  considc- 
fation  in  the  course  of  the  session,  should  necessity  appear  tq 
call  for  it,.he  was  ready  .to  give  credit.  But  it  might  faappenthat 
ihe  right  hdn.  genthghan,  hoyeyer  yell  dispoaed,.  would  be 
*nnafats  toxaory  the  proposition  into  effect.     Mitty  change^ 
might  occur  in  the  course  of  a  sessicMi ;  he  did  not- mean  ^  to 
ap^  as  .to  ofidinazy  erents ;  but  even  in  the  situation  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  a  change  might  occur.      Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  feel  at  all  the  uncertainty  of 
a  situation  in  power*  though  he  could  assure  him  that  he  fek 
that  micertainty  (Alaugi)\  and  ther^fqre  it  was  that   he 
could  not  entirely  rely  on  the  right  hon.  gentkman's  promise^ 
or  rather, 'that  he  could  not  rely  on  his  capacity  td  fulfil  it. 
He  would'  not  risk  this  important  act  upon  a  comigency,  ^fxA 
if  the  situation  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  be  changed, 
his  wishes  and  eloquence  might  not  possibly  have  sufficient 
influence  to  carry  the  renewal  of  the  act.     For  this  reason  it 
.  was^  that  he  desired,  to  press  the  motion  for  its  renewal  af 
present;  aiid also,  because  h^  thought  such  immediate-'renewal 
necessary  to  give  vigour  and  efficacy  to  the  operation  of  the 
commisnon.    No  man  could  suppo&c  that  that.comnsission 
could  proceed  with  such  effect,  if  they  were  to  caleulate  upon 
the  expiration  of  their  power  mthin  three  or  four  months,  as 
if  thai  power  were  enlarged  in  th^  manner  proposed  by  the 
tnotion.     It  was  impossible  indeed,  that  they  could  accomplish 
•  •  •  '  ' 
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.  tlie  object  of  'thm  iaqnirj-withm  the  sesston.  Tchcj  hid, 
he  UQ4erstood»  mi^ch  infonnation  td  look  for  from  distant 
|DOiiatries,.|«rticttlar}y  in  their  inquiry  into  the  victuaUing  de- 
partment. Hoi¥  thien  cpuki  it  be  reckoned  upon  that  such 
ia^iirf  iHm)d  be  eompleled  within  a  sltcrt  time  ;  particularly 
as  it  W9.4iatfid:  by  hU  noble  -fkiend,  that  their  buaness  was 
f^g^  accnnwdatinp?.  Wtdvrespeirt  to  the  alhisions  fnade  to  the 
fieva  of  thffi&by  whom^he  motioq^was  proposed,  tbose  views 
he  did  not  Icnow;  but  he  fcnewNtheTicw  which  induced  him 
OTginaily  to  sup()oirt  this  act.  Th^t  view  was^  becaase  he 
thought  it  proper  and  n^essary  to  investigate  the  abuses  that 
were  generally  supposed  to  eadst  in  the  expence  of  the  differ- 
ent d^>artment8  ot  the  navy.  Of  this  necessity  he  was  now 
fiitly  coa^Qced;  The  vast  nusa  of  evidence  oi^  the  tabic  fur- 
nished by  the  r^>orts  of  those  commissioners,  was  the  best 
t^s^inoa;^  of  theur  merits  and  the  strongest  argument  in  favour 
j^  tikt  motiOQ  before  the  house,  Tkose  repbrts  iiontained 
such  ipfttter  u  was  highly  deserving  the  attention  of  the 
^houses  and  mrb  ^  he  trusted  would,  by  becoming  the  subfect 

Sf  serious  consideration,  prove  that  parliament  was  as  anxious 
[^interest  it^tf  in  the  cc^neems  of  public  economy  as  in.any 
odier  ^Ikfaiei^. 

The  CiwiffUor  §f  the  Exchequir^  in  explanation,  stated, 
that  s(»iw  gentlemen  seemed  oauch .  to  misunderstand  hisob- 
SQTvatipns  with  respect  to  the  reports  from  the  commission 
to  which  the  motion  be£ore  the  house  referred.  He  had  said/ 
that  tHere  were  many  important  suggestions  in  these  reports-; 
but  be  wlmld  not  be  understood  at  all  to  pledge  himself  to  take 
any  particular  proceeding  in  consequence  of  those  suggestions. 
This  w^  a  consideration  upon  which  he  held  himtdlf  free  to 
inake  up  his  mind. 
The  division  being  called  for,  the  numbers  were— • 
For  the  order  of  the  da.y  -  -«        9a      ^ 

For  the  original  motion  -  -75 

li&jority  -  •  -17 

The  renewal  of  the  discussion  respecting  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Rawlins  and  Cox,  at  the 
Middlesex  eteclaonof  1802,  was  postponed,  till  that  day  se'n- 
pight.  Previous  to  this*  postponement,  some  conversation 
took  place  between  Mr.  Sheridan  and  theChancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.— Upon  iMr.  Sheridan's  moving  for  the  postpone- 
ment, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expressed  a  wish  chat 
.a  day  might  be  fixed,  upon  when  the  decision  of  th»  bu$i^ 

ness 
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ness  should  certainly  take  place^  aa^l  thafc  lib  Aither  post- 
yoaement  riiould  be  looked  for. 

The  lesolmkim  of  the  CKpirmg  laws  cpmmktee  werp  agrcol 
tO)  and  bilk  ordered  accanUo^. 

The  list  of  peraons  to  be  appointed  under  die  aa  )xlatia|; 
to  the  India  judicature  was  bioogbt  up*  read^  and' agreed  to. 

>  Mr.  H.  Thornton  presented  a  petitioa  fnooi  the  disectors  of 
the  Sienra  JLeone  company^  pnying  aid.  -  Ordered  to  lie  on 
Hhe  taUe.-*^  Adjourned  tfll  Mondajr. 


HOU  Si    OF    LORDS, 

.      MONDAY,  MARCH  4*     , 

The  trchbiAop  of Canterbory,  and  the  Ushop ^Norwich, 
itook  the  oath$  and  their  seats. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  wished  to  know  from  liord 'King  if  ft 
would  be  in  any  respo:t  inconvenient  for  his  lordship  to  post- 
pone the  motion  rdative  to  the  militaij  estabUshments  of  the 
country^  of  which  he  had  given  notice  for  Thursday^  from  that 
day  till  the  day  following. 

Lord  King  said,  both  days  vnsre  alike  to  him.  The  order 
{or  Thursday  was  accordingly  discharged,  and  thehoose  ordered 
to  be  summoned  for  Friday.  ;; 

Earl  Fortescue  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  the  nesrday,  mu 
lative  to  certain  persons  who  had  been  discharged- from  bk 
majesty's  dock-yards.  On  this  tnatter  also  the  Ittfds-  were  oru 
dered  to  be  summoned. 

On  the  motion  ol  Lord  Walsingham  a  mescagewas  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  commons,  requesting  that  they  Would  allow 
the  right  lion.  Sir  John  Stewart  to  attend  the  nest-  day  on  the 
comfiiittee  of  their  lordships,  appointed  to  consider  the  articles 
of  complaint  alleged  against  Mr.  Justice  Fox. 

A  priirate-  bill  was  brought  from  the  commons  and  read  a 
first  time.-" Adjourned. 

-HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.   - 

,        MONDAY,  MARCH  4. 

Mr.  White  presented  at  the  bar  a  copy  of  Uie  minutes  nf 
the  evidence  which  was  given  before  the  Knaresborough'  elec- 
tion commictee.«**Order64  to  be  printed. 

Mr4  Hutchinson,  from  the  bank  of  England^  presented  at 
|he  bar  of  the  house  an  account  of  the  number  of  notes  issued 
by  the  baiik,  and  in  gciKiral  circulation,  iirom  P^cember  iftp^^ 

'  "  to 
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to  tfic  ^  of  February  i8o5^distihguxshing  those  Uivfcr  5I  — 
Ordered  to  be 'printed. '  '     *" 

A  message  was  delivered  from' the  house  of  pecrs^  request- 
ing that  the  Tight  han.-SiT  John  Stewart,  hart,  shouhlbe  per- 
mitted to  attend  before  a  committee  of  the  lords  £or  thepUr* 
pose  of.  giving'  evidence  in  dke  tase  of  the  charge  alleged 
against  Afr.  Justice  Fox.*— Ordered. 

.  Mr.  Boyd  Alexander  and  Mr.  Macdowall  presented  several 
petitions  fiom  Glasgow,  Renfrew,  Dumbanrton,  and  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  praying  for  a-revision  of  the  kte^ com  laiw, 
which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Edinburgh  police  bill  was  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  W.  Dickinson,  jun  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  rcgohtion  of  his  majesty's  marine  forces  while  on 
shore.  '  .♦* 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  on  the  ttiutioy^bill. 
After  the  amendmcms  were  read,  and  agreed  to^ 

Th\e  Seerttary  at  War^  said  a  few  words  with  a  view  to  satisfy 
the  mind  of  the  gallant  officer  opposite  liim  (General  Firsspa- 
trick),  with  respect  to  the  amendments  which  that  honoiiraUe 
flaeskber  had  suggested  on  a  fbrmer  night.  He  entirely  txx^ 
corred  with  him  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  those  regula- 
tions with  respect  to  the  age  of  officers  who  are  to  sit  on  or  be 
presidents  of  courts  martial.  There  were  several  x>fficers,  how-* 
ever,  some  of  them  of  the  highest  rank  and  of  the  utmost  ex- 
perience, who  had  declared  diat  they  entertained  doubts  as  to 
the  expediency  of  adopting  such  a  measure.  In  respect>  there^ 
fere,  to  the  opinions  of  such  men,  he  had  thought  it  woiidd  be 
most  proper  that  he  should  not  bring  forward  the  new  clauses 
ttiitil  he  had  an  opportunity  of  stating  their  opinion  more  fully 
io  the  house,  wUch  he  expected  he  would  be  enabled  to  do 
the  next  day.  For  this  reason  he  hoped  the  gallant  officer 
would  be  satufied  that  the  bill  should  pass  through  its  present 
stage  witfaont  the  .introduction  of  the  clauses  which  he  bad 
proposed. 

General  Fitzpatrick  declared  that  hq  had  no  objection  to  the 
delay  for  such  a  reason  as  was  then  assigned. 

17^  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third, time  the  next 
day.  < 

Mr.  Foster  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day  sulv 
mit  to  the  house  an  estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  raised 
for  the  support  of  poblie  charities  in"*  Ireland,  and  thte  oti 
Monciay  be  should  open  the  budget  fot  that  partof  the  united 
kis^dom,  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
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Mr.  Crccvey  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day  sc'n-* 
iifght  bring  forward  a  motion  relative  to  the  xleficitofMr. 
Fordfce,  and  aiso  on  the  3dbject  of  the  appointment  of  that 
gentleman  to  the  situation  of  a  commissioner  under  the  navad 
commission.  , 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  house^  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  expiring  laws. 

A  resolution  was  then  passed,  stating  that  the  law  at  pre^ 
sent  in  existence  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade  of  thd; 
Isle  of  Man,  «nd  the  prevention  of  smuggling  in  that  place,  is 
near  expiring,  and  that  it  is  expedient  that  a  new  bill  should 
be  brought  in  for  that  purpose.  . 

The  house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re-* 
ceived  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Fon  observed,  that  an  honourable  friend  of  his  had 
en  a  former  night  pointed' out  an  error  in  the  statement  on'the 
table,  of  the  number  of  men  raised  under  the  defence  act  id 
the  county  of  Surrey.  The  account  stated  that  :the  number  ^ 
was  something  between  60  and  70.  His  honourable  friend  said 
that  he  understood  it  to  be  only  14.  A'  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  had  then  said  that  he  belLeved  the  state^ 
ment  on  the  table  to  be  correct,  but  said  that  he  would  make 
further  inquiry  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fact.  He  wished  to 
know  if  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  obtained  any 
funher  information  on  the  subject  ?    , 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that  the  number  of 
men.  as  stated  in  tne  paper  bn  the  table,  was  taken  from  the 
official  return,  which  was  had  from  the  ofEce  of  the  inspector 

Sneral,  and  he  did  not  know  of  any  other  means  by  which  the 
:t  could  be  correctly  ascertained. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqner  then  presented,  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  the  house,  copies  of  the  difibrent  circular, 
letters  which  have  been  sent  from  his  majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home  department,  to  the  lord  lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties, on  the  subject  of  the  defence  act. — Ordered  td  lie  on 
the  table. 

Horse  tax. 

.  Mr.  Alexander  brought  up^  the  report  of  the  horse  doty  bill^ 
The  resolutions  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  or«« 
dered  to  be  read  i- third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  then  said,  that  there  waar 
tHae  step  which  it  was  hecessary  that  he  should  take  in  point 
of  form,  <^t.  account  of  the  impossibility  of  dividing  the  ixx 

into 
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bito  two  p^rtSa  which  he  had  mentioned  on  a^brmcr  t&At 
fbat  he  had;  discovered.  He  muit^  on  thii  accounts  be  linder 
the  necessity  of  introducing  a  new  billi  for  the  purpose  df  levy* 
ing  the  tax  upon  horses  to  be  enE^loyed  in  purposes  of  hus* 
lundry.  He  would  therefore  submit  it  to  the  candour  of 
gentlemen  who  had  made  some  objeetion  to  the  raising  of  the 
additional  duty  on  that  deseription  of  horses  as  specified  in  the 
origioal  1m11»  whether  it  woold  not  be  proper  that  the  bill  shouSl 
be  passed  on  as  £u:  as  the  stage  which  it  had  reached  in  the 
original  biU|  without  any  discussion.  He  should  then,  with'- 
out  further  observation,  move,  that  leave  be  gii^  to  faring 
in  a  biU  Sot  raising  an  additional  duty  on  horses  to  be  em« 
ployed  in  purp6ses  of  husbandry .-^^-Orderedv 

SIJ-T  TAX. 

.  On  the  motion  being  put  from  the  chair,  that  the  b3I  f^ 
Rusing'  an  additional  duty  on  salt  be  read  a  second  time, 

L0rJ  IV.  Ruiidl  declwredy  that  be  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  iii^ 
cumb^t  on  Jiim  as  a  representative  of  the -people,  to  oppose 
the  passing  of  a  law  which  imposed  a  most  heavy  tax  on  an 
article  of  such  general  and  immediate  necessity  to  every  dass 
of  his  majesty's  subjects,  but  which  was  most  particularly  ne- 
cessarv  for  the  subsistence  of  the  poor  man,  who  was  hardr^f 
capable  of  bearing  the  burdens  which  are  at  present  on  his 
Uibnlders. '  In  a  former  session  of  parliament,  it  was  thought   • 
c^iedient  that  the  duty  should  be  taken  off  entirely  in  some 
instances,  where  it  most  immediately  aSected  the  poor.    He 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  rdBect  upon  this  Circumstance — 
that  they  would  consider  for  a  moment  what  aQ  enormous 
addition  this  tax  would  tnake  to  the  expenditure,  of  the  poor 
man,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that   they  -  woiild^  dien  pau^ 
biefore  they  gave  their  consent  to  such  a  heavy  draft  beinj^ 
made  upon  his  slender  pittance.    The  tax  would  afiect  him 
in  a  variety  of  ways  j  it  would  tend  to  increase  the  mice  of 
bread,  it  would  add  considerably  to  the  price  of  salt  meat^ 
which  was  an  article  of  very  general  use  among  the^orer 
class  of  people  in  great  towns,  and  it  pressed  most  grievously 
on  those  in  the  hi^hnds  of  Scotland  and  other  places,  where 
sdl  £sh  was  a  principal  article  of  thtir  food.  ^  And,  above  all* 
shonld  this  be  done  at  a  moment  when  the  poor  are  scarcely 
able  to  maimain  themselves,  and  when  subscriptions  have  beeft 
found  necessary  to  be  entered  into  for  their  suppprt  ?  Seeing 
thk  subject  ia  the  view  that  he  did,  he  should  have, though^ 
-  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  great  negljXt  of  his  public  duty,  if  he 
did  not  oppose  the  second  readinir  o^  this  bilL    He  therefore 
Vol.  L  1805.  3  ll  move(^ 
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.  moved)  that jx^  the  jjpesition  which  was  p^t  from  th^  chsit^  t&c 
word  **  now"  be  omitted^  fpr  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
.wor4ft  *•  thisr  day  six  months/*     , 

At  soon  as.  t^e  Speaker  had  pot  the  motion  from  the  chair» 
The  Chance/hr  rf'the  Exchequer  rose  te  offer  a  few  observa- 
.  tions  in  reply.    He  began  by  adverting  to  that  report  of  the 
.committee on  the  salt  duties,  on  which  the  noble  lord  placed  sa 
';puich  reliance^    It  was  there  stated  that  the  removal  of  those 
.  duties  would  be  productive  of  many  importanr  advantages, 
.that  it  wotrM  have  the  effect  in  particular  of  giving  material 
facilities  to  agricultural  improvements.     The  efiect  of  this 
.would,  however,  also  be,  to  deprive  the  revenue  of  a  most  pro- 
ductive article  i  and  therefore  the  noMe  lord,,  in  referring  to 
the  report,  argued  not  ags^inst  the  proposed  increase,  but  again^ 
.  the  tax,  to  ail  its  existing  extent.    The  question  then  came  to 
be,  not  only  wliether  during  a  period  of  war  five  hundied 
.  thousand  pounds  was  to  be  added  to  the  revenue  by  the  pro- 
.  posed  tax,  but  whether  a  million  arising  firem  the  same  source 
>  should  be  abtodoned.    But  with  respect  to  this  yery  report, 
.  which  suggested  such  a  repeal,  he  begged  the  house  to  keep 
.  in  mind  what  had  been  done  since  the  time  it  was  presented, 
that  is,  during  the  interval  pf  more  than  three  years.    With 
all  the  docuipents  before  the  house,  which  that  report  fumiah- 
.ed,  not  a  single  step  had  been^  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect.  At 
.  the  moment  when  the  impression  produced  by  the  facts  dis« 
ck>sed  in  the  report  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  the 
.strongest,  no. one  had  declared  :himself  so  thoroughly  satisfied 
on  the  subject  as  to  feel  himself  authorized  in  proposing  the 
!  repeal,  and  till  the  present  d;iy  the  question  had  slept,  without 
even  ap  intimation  of  a  wish  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee  should  be  reduced  to  practice*    Now  he  put  it  Bur- 
ly to  gentlemen,  whether  if,,  during  a  period  of  peace,  there 
was  no  idea  entertained  of  acting  on  the  suggestions  of  the 
committee,  it  was  now  to  be  argued  that  their  ideas  ought 
to  be  pursued  ?    The  noble  lord,  indeed,  had,  argued  that 
.the    tax  Was    highly    impolitic,   as'  calculated  to    operate 
.With  the  severest  pressure  on  the  lower  orders.     He  had 
particularly  refferred  to  those    parts  of  the  country  where 
*th'ose  classes  of  the   community   subsisted   chiefly   on  salt 
6sh  and  other  salt  provisions.     He,  had   no   hesitation    in 
!saying,  that  to  him  the  idea  of  laying  severe  burdens  on  the 
lower  classes  would  be  peculiarly  unpleasant,  and  he  had  ever 
*done  whatever  lay  in  his  gower  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  impos- 
ing them.  .But^  in  a  war  like  j^h^  |>xo%ent>.  which  was  indr- 
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feiKe'  of  ^rhttcvcr  U  dear  either^to  tki  rich  or  the^pfiaor^  in  ^ 
sHpportof  allthc  most  sacred  and  viiluable  privilcgies  of.  social " 
bengS)  it  would  be  going  too  far  to  say  that  the  poor:  werie  to 
be  totally  exempted  from'  all  share,  of  the  burdens  necessary 
for  the  public  service.    It  was  indeed  objected  by  an  hbn, 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Fox),  whose  authority  would  ttot  be  \ 
denied  to  be  the  highest  oh- that  side  of  the  house,  when  the  : 
taxes  Wjere  proposed,  that  so  small  a  proportion  of  them  was  on': 
articles  of  consumption.    He  agreed  with  the  hon.-  member  in  t 
the  policy  of  such  a  mode  of  taxation ;  but  he'  was.  afraid  we  - 
should  neyer  be  »Ue  t6  fiiid'Qut,  in  'all  its  extei>t,  tlaue  secret  of  - 
imposing  taxes  by  equal  per  ^ntnges.    Wfc  had,  -  however) 
acted  on  it  as  far  as  it  was  practicable.    The  income  t^i  the 
wine  duty,  the  assessed  taxes,  and  other  dutieis,  were  so  many 
proofs  of  the  regard  that  was  paid  to  the  comforts  0f  the  , 
poorer  classes  of  society.   He  called  on  members  to  Iqok  back 
to  the  taxes  imposed  daring  the  late  and  the  present  war,  from  . 
the  year  1793  down  to  the  present  moment,  as  a  proof  of  this 
assertion.    During  that  period,  taxes  to  the  amount  of  no 
less  than  sixteen  millions  had  been  annually  raised  i  an^i  witli 
the  exception  of  three  or  four,  articles,  the  whole  of  ^hat  sum 
was  raised  by  the  higher  or  middling  classes  of  th^  state.  Thif^  . 
then,  surely,  was  no  proof  of  itbe  comforts  of  the  lower  orders 
being  neglected,  no  evidence  that  there  existed  on  the  part  of  ^ 
the  house  the  least  wish  to  oppress  them  by  any  unnecessary 
burdens.    The  house  had  only  to  look  to  the  nature  of  the 
taxes  imposed,  to  be  convinced  that  every  thing  was  done  to  . 
confine  i^e  pressure  of  taxation  to  those  .b^st  enabled  by  their 
situation  to  support  it.    They  had  only  to  think  of  the  great  : 
addition  to  the  stamp  duties,  to  the  vast  rise  on  the  duties. on 
wine,  and  even  foreign  spirits,  to  be  con«mced  that  no  pains 
had  been  spared  to  relieve  the  poorer  orders  from  all  unneces- 
sary burdens.    But  he  desired  gentlemen  to  reflect  a  little  on  . 
what  was  to  bethe<oper^tiQn  of  the  tax  proposed,  before  they 
svflfared  themselves  to  be  led  away  by  the  idea  daat  It  would  ^ 
operate  mth  any  great  severity  edt  j^ressure.     The  amount  of 
the  tax  was  £ve  hvadred  thousand  pounds,  taken  on  a  calcu- 
lation that  l&e  quantity  of  salt  consumed  was  annually  about 
two -million  of  bushels,    llie  population  of  the  whole  king- 
dom was  taken  at  about  eleven  millions,  so  that  the  proportion  ; 
to  each  family  would  not  be  very  considerable.    It  was  always 
to  be  kept  in  mind,  in  reasoning  on  the  pressure  of  the  tax, 
that  the  quantity  of  salt  consumed  in  famihes  in  higlicr  life  was 
much  greater  i^  proportion  to  the  number  of  individuals  than 
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ambng  the  _poopcr  daM^.  ^Itwas  easy  tcy-iccmmt* 'for  thw, 
fit>jn>th&diftrent  irianiier  in  Much  their' proviabils  were  pie>« 
piott.  The  tax,  besSdes^  wcui  Insensibly  coUected  from  the 
w^Uy  eamiitg«  e(  these  classes^  and  would  coaseqoeatly  at>t 
operate  as  any  material  pressing  en  their  hborioos  iodustrjr« 
nt  bad  inquired  into  the  subject,  and  he  found  that  it  would 
amount  on  an  average  to  no  more  than  four  or  five  aUBings 
for  each  hmilj.  Now  considering  all  the  heavy  imposta  which 
the  higher  orders  had  been  subjected  to,  it  could  not*  wida 
justice  be  argued  diat  this  tax  would  operate  with  great  sev6» 
rity;*  Asf  to  the  effect  which  it  might  have  on  d^  price  of 
briead,  he  maintained  that  it  wa^  quite  inconsiderable.  Thft 
fact  was,  that  on  a  sack  of  flour  the  quantity  of  sak  neccssaiy 
for  co&vettvng  it  into  bread  wa«  so  trifltng  as  to  be  incapable 
of  producing  any  effect  on  the  rise  of  bread,  it  would  not 
produce,  he  had  reason  to  tbinky  a  rise  of  move  than  afirthing 
on  a  whole  sack  of  flour.  SUKh  a  rise  as  this  was  not  to  b^se^ 
riously  spoken  of,  when  argintt^  on  the  principle  and  policy  of 
the  tax.  b  could  not  afl^ct  prices  by  itself,  and  flight  not  tc» 
b^  urged  as  any  proof  that  the  tax  would  be  oppressive.  Or 
tha  whole  view  of  the  subject  then,  he  had  no  difficiflty  in 
saying,  that  situated  as  the  country  now  was»  urgent  as  wbs 
the  (Sily  both  on  rich  and  poor,  for  great  sacrifites  insopport 
of  their  common  interests,  and  common  safety,  he  saw  oo  tax 
less  objectionable,  and  capable  of  producing  isn  equal  snm^ 
which  could  be  substifuted  in  its  room.  H^  therefore  fek  hioiH 
self  called  on  to  resist  the  nobk  lord's  motion. 

Mr,  Pom  declared  that  he  had  seldom  risen  to  giw  his  opi* 
nion  ^inst  any  tax  which  appeared  to  hinn  more  objectioB-  . 
able.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  asked  why,  if  the  sug« 
gestions  of  the  committee  on  the  salt  duties  were  politic  and 
expedient,  they  were  not  acted  upon  during  the  exatence  of 
peace.  To  this  the  answer  was  at  once  simple  and  conclasxve. 
The  house  Would  recollect  that  the  report  was  made  in  rtoi, 
and  it  was  only  in  that  one  session  that  the  interval  of  peace 
^gave  any  opportunity  for  bringing  forward  a  proposirioft  for 
the  repeal  of  the  salt  duties.  At  that  time  those  at  the  head 
of  aflPairs,  and  those  who  brought  forward  the  report,  hadmot 
time,  to  make  up  their  minds  how  far  a  bill  for  the  nmeal  of 
the  duties  was  expedient,  or  in  what  manter  the  denpiency 
arising  to  the  revenue  should  be  supi^ied.  But  it  wasy  iisdeed^ 
a  very  different  thing  to  talk  of  the  absolute  repeatof  atax  aU 
lowed  to  be  obnoxious,  and  to  come  ibrwardi-with  a  proj^osi- 
tion  for  augmenting  it  to  »  monstrous  exioeir*  Whenever  this  . 
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caatitrf  irat  resMred  to  (met,  he  hopedl  and  trostodlliat  the  * 
tflc  would  be-  totallT  aMUiihilattd*  But^  said  the  n^t  hmb 
gentleman^  if  the  old  tax  canaot  now  be  removed,  oa  what 
pradple  was  it  that  gentlemen  objected  to  the  uuxeate  ?  Tbs»  . 
tJtafy,  waB  a  very  ftngubr  and  noivd  Jort  of  reasoning.  '  He  ' 
woidd  9sk  the  fi^  faon^  gentleman,  whether,  if  the  tax 
amocmtcd'^inly  to  two  faund^  thoOTand  pounds^  he  would 
object  to  the  repeal  ?  He  beliei^  the  rig^  hon.  gentleman 
conki  then  have  no  donbt  as  to  the  poliq^  of  the  repeaL^  The 
old  tax  amoimted  to  a*  million,  hence  arose  the  diffiotdty  of 
dnta^ying  so  large  an^amonntof  revenue.  But  the  new  xxl 
proposed  to  lendu'  this  revenue  gveater  by  five  hundred  thou^ 
sand  pooncbj  and  hence  the  difficulty  of  die  repeal  was  greatly 
enhanced-  On  this  ground,  if  he  had  no  others,  he  should 
oiqect  to  the  fresh^mposition.  It  was  not  only  oppressive  now 
.  that  vrar  existed^  but  would  infallibly  throw  frei^  obstacles  iti 
the  way  of  the  repeal,  whenever  peace  came  to  be  restored. 
Now,  as  to  the  tax  itself,  he  further  objected  to  it  that  it  at- 
tachol  to  one  of  the  diiect  necessaries  of  life.  With  respect 
to  many  articles  of  consumption  to  which  taxcfs  applied,  the 
lovrer  CNrders  faa^l  a  ronedy,  either  by  discontinuing  them  al- 
together, or  by  using  thenir  in  a  more  sparing  manner.  But 
here  the  tax  ccmld  not  by  any  means  be  avoided^  The  right 
hon*  gendenian  had  said,  that  the  fisheries  would  not  be  af-^ 
fJBtted  in  consequence  of  the  drawback  to  be  afibrded.  The 
vary  necessity  of  the  drawback  was,  however,  an  argument 
against  the  tax.  Difficulties  arose  out  of  dravrbacks  in  two 
vfays ;  in  one  case  the  revenue  was  defrauded,  or  in  the  other, 
the  iadividual  would  not  derive  the  advantages  intended  by 
the  i^idature.  He  could  suppose  the  case  of  a  poor  m^n 
who.  cured  a  small  quantity  of  fish  chiefly  for  his  own  use ; 
but  perhaps  partly  for  a  retail  trader.  Now  ii^  this  ease,  it  was 
next  to  an  impossibility  to  make  the  distinction  betwixt  the 
nit  used  for  this  trade,  and  that  employed  tor  his  own  use. 
As  to  the  ttt  generally,  he  condemned  it  in  its  application  to 
the  poor,  a*  con^wy  to  every  principle  on  which  taxation 
had  hitherto  been  foui^ded.  It  had  always  been  hitherto 
acted  on  as^geiieral  principle,  that  wheat,  com,  and  butcher's 
meat,  shodd  not  be  directly  taxed.  Here,  however,  butcher's 
meat  was  indirect  taxed,  and  that-  sort  of  food  which  the 
lower  ordePt  principally  depended  oa  for  their  subsistence^ 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  argued  that  the  tax  would  fall 
lightly  on  the  poorer  classes ;  but  how  did  this  appear,  when  it 
was  toattach  chteiy  to  sak  provisions,  which)  with  the  except 
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t^ o£brtei.8]ul  potatoos^  where  sak  toditatihdispensaMei 
constituted -tbosde  support  of.the  laborious  orders?  H^  did  • 
not  pretend  Umsetf  to  bftrc-  miakwksrmtion^ai  this  stibjectv 
but  he  had  fek  it  Jhis  duty  to  inquire  itito  the  bustnesBi  and  he 
found,  that  if.  a  hog  of  twenty  score  was  to  be  sahcd,  k-would 

,  require  no  Uss  than  a  bushel  rand  a  half  of  salt#    It  was  true  - 
that  a  hog  of  this  aizt  waanoc  Ukdy  to  be  in  the  hahds  of  « 
person  in  the  lower  orders  of  li£e.    But  this|  so  far  ftoni  weak*  • 
cning,  strongly  corroborated  his  ai^gunlient.     It  was  well 
enough  kAownt  that  if  a  hog  of  smaller  r$ice  was  to  be  sahed»  - 
a  'greater  quantity  of  salt,  in  .pn>portion  would  be  required. 
Su]^posing  then  that  a  small  hog  was  to  be  salted^  and  a  quan*  * 
tity  of  salti  which  now  paid  a  duty  of  fourteen  shiUings,  was 
required,  the  same  quantity  would  cost  twenty  shillings,  for  ^ 
though  the  tax  was  only  five  shillings,  yet  the  retail  dealer 

'  would  certainly  raise  it  to  six,  if  not  to  a  still  higher  price*  * 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  bear  ia  mind  whether  this  addition  ^ 
would  not,  to  a  poor  cottager*  proire  a  very  serions  addition.  " 
Now,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  tax*  so  far  as  respectod<nir  agri*  * 
culture^  he  had  consulted  many  of  tbebest  ju^;es  in  the  inng- 
dom,  and  they  were  all  of  one  opinion,  that  the  total  repeal  of  * 
the  salt  duties  would  be  one  of  the  most  important  measures  - 
ivhich  could  be  adopted.   They  all  allon^,  that  if  salt  free  of 
duty  could  be  employed  on  a  large  scale,  it  would  be  productive 
of  incalculable  benefit.    It  behoved  gentlemen,  then,  well  to 
weigh  this  before  they  consented  to  a  fresh  imposition,  by  - 
which  the  use  of  salt  in  agriculture  would  be  in  a  great  mea-  - 
sure  prohibited.    Here  the  same  arguments  as  apf4«ed  to  the  - 
fisheries  could  not  be  allowed,  because  a  drawback  could  by 
no   possibility  be  allowed.      Viewing  then   the  tax  in  aU  . 
points  of  view  impolitic^  he  most  heartily  supported  the  mo*  - 
tion  of  his  noble  £riend« 

Mr,  Egtrtm  was  against  the  proposed  tax,  whkbi  from  his  - 
knowledge  of  the  trade,  must  operate  in  a  most  disadvan*  -* 
eageous  manner.    He  referred  to  a  meeting  of  the  sak  own* 
crs,  which  had  waited  on  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite^  • 
to  explain  to  hini  their  views  oJF  the  tax.     At  that  meeting 
they  had  used  every  argument  to  induce  him  to  abandon  the 
measure }  and  though  they  had  not  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  object  of  their  wishes^  they  had  experienced  from  the  right 
hou.  gentleman  every  sort  of  attention  and  candid  consi- 
deration. 

Mr,  Giddy  spoke  shortly  against  the  tax.     From  his  own 
intimate  cxperiencSf  \^  was  sure  that  it  would  be  highly  de^ 
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.  trncDtsd  to^the  fisheries.'   Wtani  tin.  hst  tax  on  sdt  Was  «- 

-  posed,'over  a  gieat  extent  of-  coosr the  cming'of'fith  w$s  fbr 

a  considerable  tiofe  almost  ^ifaolty  siikt)eiided.    I»  inany  parts 

;  of  tbc  cooDtrf  whcreftfae  pcopfte.  alinost  whoUjriiveiioii  salt 

ffcoiosioiis,  the- tax  vooid  be  ^productive  of  nAidi'  serious  m- 

convenience,  even  misery.    He  Ytiron^ly  reoottnnended  the 

.  sobstttntion  of  some  other  .tadK  in  its  roooi)  as  the  present  was 

ux^ust  in  its  prindptey  and  impolttzc  as  wdlas  oppressive 'in 

its  dperataon; 

5fr^xA^x»Pir//Mu;  was  decided^  against  the  mealsure.  He 
had  no^doubt  that  if  the  war  had  not'broken  oor,  the'  si^ds- 
tfons  of  the  ^committee  on  the  salt  duties  wouUhavebeen  car- 
'  cied  into  eficet.  The  only  question  «mtif  the  sadt  dbties  werere- 
*  peaiedy  what  other  duties  shouldberesoMed  tOfto  cover  so  great 
a  dcficiencyin  the  revenue  ?  The  ar|cunientof  the  right  hon.geb- 
Pieman  opposite^  that  the  tax  would  not  be  oppressive^  .because 
it  would  only  make  an  addition  of  four  or  five  shillings^  to  each 
family,  was.totally  anfoundod:  The  fact  ifaas,  it  would  cresite 
an  additioQ^to  tins  amount  in  every,  individual  of  a  family,  and 
-would  any  one  deny,  that  this  wbuJd  be  a  most-heavy  and  se- 
rious pressure  ?  Hitherto  it  bad' been,  the  object  of  the  house 
to  exonpt  from  taxation  alL  articles  of  indispensable  necessity 
to  the  sustenance  of  life.  Other  articles  of  convenience  or 
luxury  might,  be  given  up,  but  here,  it  was  proposed  to  hy  a 
very  severe  ioqpost  on  an  article  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  an 
article  of  primary  necessity,  and  one  whi^  was.essential  not 
to  the  comfort  only,  but  the  very  existence  of  the  lower  oiw 
ders.  Salt,  was  like  leather,  and  candles,  and  a  £bw  other  aiv 
ticks,  which  deserved  the  name  of  necessaries  in  th^  stricter 
sense  of  the  teem.  The  house  were  aware  that  a  tax  on  ^nch 
articles  was  attended  with  inconveniencies  far  greater  than  the 
bare  amount  of  the  impost  in  the  first  instance.  The  moment 
the  tax  was  promulgated,  the  retail  dealer  took  advantage  by 
considerably  raising*  the  article  taxed  to  the  consumer. -  This 
rise  was  in  all  cases  exceedingly  oppressive  to  the  labouring 
classes  of  the  c6inmii»ity«  He  referred  the  house  to  what  had 
been  found  to  be  the  effect  of  the  salt  tax  in  France,  llieife 
k  was  found  to  be  a.  most  odious,  6ppressive  impost,  and  more 
than  almost  any  other  cause  excited  disgust  against  the  go- 
▼emment.  Th^  too  the  rise  of  the  price  counteracted  the 
views  of  those  who  projected  and  persevered  in  the  tax.  The 
people  in  most  cases  diminished  the  consumption,  and  in  otfae^ 
tondly  disused  the  article*  It  was  a  fact  that,  .whenti^;^cidB 
was  comparatively  small,  there  weretwcnty-«^ht  ptehds  con- 
sumed, 
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>twmcj, '%ifleki  the  MfBigfaBfly  there  tiBit't^ 
cttmAte  potinds  when  the  price  became  ezorfaiiant.  The 
hoa.  teonet  desired  the  home  to  look  to  the  state  cf  the 
aertherQ  Goimtiesi  aeod  ihe  sort  of  bread  iriik^ 
priacipal  food  <of  the  hborioiis  chstes.  SA  swris  iadispcasrfde 
to  the  fbrmataon  of  this  breads  and  surely  it  was  the  fae^htof 
iispolkytoaqgmeiithvrdensaaiottgtho^who  were  the  least 
able  to  afford  them.  He  ^oidd  erer  set  his  face  agamst  taxes 
afiecting,  as  this  did,  the  middling,  and  he  wouldcofitead»  the 
most  ivaluablei^ait  jof  society.  If  suchrtaxes'were  accnmttlatedy 
it  waa  easy  *te  foresee  the  coose^ncnces.  We  ontid  not  raise 
the  public  bdrdens;  We  must  come  to  a  stand.  The  9tatc» 
like  other  declining  empires,  must  see  its  last  day*  He  con- 
jured the- house,  by  throwing  out  this  measure^  todiev  thdr 
•desire  to  atert  so  dreadful  an. eviL      * 

Mr.  Rose  could  not  admit  that  the  objections  of  the  worthfy 
baronet  were  condusrre.  He  did  not  believe  that  die  tax 
would  diminish  the  consumption  of  salt.  Past  experience 
shewed  dot  such  taxes  rathor  asristed  than  diminisbcd  coa^ 
sumption.  Tbify  at  least,  b€  co^ld  state  to  have  Ixcn  the 
.wefibot  df  At  last  lax  upoRi  salt,  which  at  the  time  was  ao 
atron^  objosted  to.  As  to  wlmt  an  hon.  eentleman  0HX>site 
(Afr.  FoxK  had  said  aboutthe  quantity  of  salt  necessary  fbr 
a^dtmg  a  hog  of  twenty  score,  he  confessed  whta  he  heard  the 
statement  he  doubted  of  its  accuracy.  He  had  accordingly 
gone  out  for  a  few  mkiutes  to  consult  a  person  well  versed  in 
these  matters,  who  had*  assured  hiin  that  the  statement  was 
totally  erroneous.  On  the  same  authority  he  could  assure  the 
-house,  that  about  fourteen  pounds  of  sak  would  be  sufficient 
ffbr  the  purpose  alluded  to.  He  could  not  vote  for  giving  up 
rdie  tax,  as  he  really  did  not  see  that  one  moreuncxcqptionahle 
codd  be  substituted  in  its  room. 

Afr.  &Xf  in  explanation  of  his  statement,  begged  the  right 
ihon.  gentleman  to  consider  that  there  were  diffirait  modes  of 
-salting,  applicable  to  different  situations  and  circumstances. 
:What  would  be  very  good  salting  for  the  £unily  ofa  person  in 
Jiigh  life  and  affluent  circumstances,  would  be  quhe  inade- 
'qoate  to  the  purposes  of  a  cottager ;  a  much  larger  ^lantity  of 
>salt  would  be  necessary  in  the  one  case  than  the  other.* 

Mr.  AUtrman  CunAe  strongly  d)?precated  the  tax.  He 
m;untained  that  the  effect  of  the  tax  would  be  to  enhance  the 
price^f  bread,  an  effect  which  the  proposidoti  of  it. had  al- 
jaeady  produced  in  lixc  metropolis. 

>    LardAtofhikJd  Hambon  also  opposed  the  tax^  and  alluded 

particularly 
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p^icmbriy  to  the  bancfuj  effects  it  yrouid.  produce <Hi<te  statq 

of  the  fisheries  in  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland.  * 

Mr,  Huskisson  maintained  that  the  tax  woukl  lay  no  *  more 

tbah  four  or  five  shilliiigs  on  each  f^mjl/r    Tliis,  iiid^-edi^  was 

^Bitecl^r  hy  looking  to  the  papulation  of  thcco  ntry 

.    ^/r.  yjmstwt^  on  the  contrary,  vindicated  tlie  statement  ©f 

hi$  honourable  relation  (Sir  William  Pulteney)  that  this  sum 

.n>i)9t:apply  to  individuals  and  not  to  families.    In  the  report  of 

jhe  ciHumittee  on  the  salt  duties  it  was  stat<^d9  that  each  {)er« 

son  on  an  average  consumed  fourteen  pounds  of  salt  in  the 

|rear«  and  this,  by  the  old  tax^  made  two  shillinfi^  and  sixpence. 

'S\\f^  new  tax  would  make  one  sliilling  and  three  pence  morb) 

being  nearly  the  sum  alluded  to  by  his  honoumble  reUuion, 

;Iic  %vas  clearly  against  the  tax,  and  maintained  that  it  would 

hold  out  new  temptations  to  smuggling,  which,  in  the  northern 

•parts   of  the  jslandj   was  already  carried  to   im   enormous 

'•-extent. 

--   After  a  few  words  in  explanation  from  Mr.  Pitt  glhd'Mr. 
Huskisson^  the  house  divided :  .  - 

For  the  original  motion        -  93 

For  the  amendment  -  to  ^t 

:  Majority  for  the  spcond  rending    -     33 

:  Tlie  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit jj 
ted  tlK  next  day.^— AdjouriKxl. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

TUEGDAYj  MARCH  5. 

Lord  Walsingham  moved  that  their  lordships  be  sutnmon- 
cd  for  the  next  day,  that  the  opinion  of  the  house  might  be 
taken,  whether  the  committee  now  sitting  upon  the  matters 
alleged  against  Mr.  Justice  Ft)X.  should  have  leave  to  report 
to  the  bouse  from  time  to  time. '   C^irdered. 

The  post-office  duty  bill  and  the  loan  bill  were  brooghc 
«p frOrn  thccommons, •  and  read  a  first  time. 

Lord  MiJgrave  requested  that  the  noble  Iprd  oppoiife- 
(I*ord  Kjng)  would  have  the  goodness  to  consent  to  a  furtlvtr 
delay  of  his  motion  from  Friday  till  Monday  next;  Monday  he. 
thought  v/ould  in  many  respects  be  the  .most  convenient  day.  a 

Lord'Kifig  observed,  that  he  had  already  deferred  his  mo- 

'doii   several  times,  either  at  the  request  of  the  noble  at.d 

learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  or  tlie  noble  secretary  of  staftV 

but  that  he  p?:vcr  con^dcred  his  own  convenience  in  the  mat-" 
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ter.  It^  dow  fdt  that  many  lords  vould  be  inconvenienced 
sftould  ^e  defer  his  motion  beyond  FViday.  He  must,  there* 
fore,  beg  leave  to  adhere  to  that  day. 

Lord  Fortescuc,  after  frequent  consultations  with  the  Lord 
Chancellor)  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  Lord  St.  Vincent,  defer- 
red until  the  next  dny  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no* 
tice  the  preceding  day^  respecting  certain  dismissals  from  hia 
majesty's  dock-yards.  The  reason  why  he  deferred  his  mo«- 
tion  was  the  unavoidable  absence  of  a  noble  viscount 
(Melville.) 

Sir  John  Stewart  and  General  Archdale  were  sworn  to 
give  evidence  before  the  committee  sitting  upon  the  matters 
lUleged  against  Mr.  Justice  Fox. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE    or    COMMONS. 

tuesdAt,  march  5. 

Mr.  Baiter  reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  exa* 
knine  the  pietition  of  Mr  Bowycr,  of  the  Historic  Gallery^ 
Pall  Mall,  Agreeably  to  the  said  report,  the*  hon.  member 
moved  and  obtained  leava  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  disposing  of 
the  sallery,  pictures,  and  print3,  of  Mr.  Bowyer  by  lottery* 

Mr.  .WilHams,  from  the  board  of  naval  inquiry,  presented 
tt  the  bar,  pursuant  to  order,  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  lords  of  th^  admiralty  and  the  commissioners  of 
naval  inquiry,  respecting  the  papers  referred  to  the  said  com- 
snissioners  on  the  case  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  and  the  date  of 
the  return  of  those  papers  to  thelords  of  the  admiralty,  toge- 
ther with  a  copy  of^the  exaininations  takenbefore  the  com- 
sQissioiKrs  oil  the  subject  of  these  papers.  Ordered  to  lie  to 
the  table,  and  te  be  printed. 

Mr.  May  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Friday  next  move 
fiur  kave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  six  per  cent, 
dut^s  to  which  the  retail  importers  of  Ireland  are  at  present 
aubject. 

The  Speaker  suggested  to  t|ie  hon.  member,  that  by  the 
understanding  of  the  house,  no  other  business  was  to  be 
brought  forward  on  Friday,  but  the  renewed  discussion  upoti 
the  subject  of  the  Middlesex  election  of  49q2,  respecting  the 
^eriSs. 

Mr.  May  therefore  changed  bis  notice  to  Thursday. 

Mr.  William  Dickinson  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  regulation 
Df  this  marine  forces  while  on  shore.  Read  a  fixst|  and  ordcxs 
^  tQ  be  read  ^  secoQ4  tune  the  ntxX  day. 
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Mf.  Yoai^,  from  the  commissioners  of  custofiiS'i  pmented 
at  the  bar  pursuant  to  order,  an  account  of  the  tonnage  and 
nupaber  of  ships  employed  m  the  West  India  trade.  Order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  expiring  hvfi ' 
committee^  which  was  read  and  agreed  to>  and  on  the  resolu- 
tion which  relates  to  the  trade  ot  the  Isle  of  Man,  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Sir  John  B.  Warren  presented  a  petition  from  the  Inhabit* 
ants  of  Nottingham,  against  the  corn  biU  of  last  session.  Or« 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
firom  Perth,  Rutherglen,  and  other  places  in  Scotland,  pray* 
ing  the  repeal  of  the  corn  act  of  last  session. 

The  Secretary  at  IVar  took  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  subject  of  those  petitions.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  petitioners  complained  of  the  evils  of  a  biU 
which  had  not  yet  come  into  action.  The  bill  was  not  to 
Qpcrate  until  corn  was  at  a  certain  price;  and  as  no  such  case 
had  yet  occurred,  he  rather  thought  the  people  were  deluded, 
9nd  persuaded  to  feel  a  grievance  of  which  they  had  yet  had 
|io  experience. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  vindicated  the  I'lght  of  the  people 
to  petitl6n  even  where  the  evil  of  which  they  complained  was 
but  likelv  to  arise.  In  this  case,  however,  the  evil  was  actuals 
ly  experienced.  T|ie  very  passing  of  the  act  had  dorib  colk«« 
siderable  miscliief.  It  had  created  an  alarm  that  had  not  yet 
subsided.  It  had  raised  the  price  of  corn.  But,  even  ^p- 
posuag  that  it  had  not  produced  that  effect,  if  the  object  of 
the  bill  were  exceptionable,  it  was  of  course  such  as  the  people 
were  entitled  to  deprecate,  and  against  which  it  'was  their 
rights  interest,  and  duty  to  petition. 

Sir  William  Elford  stated  the  object  of  the  act  to  which  th^ 
petitions  referred  to  be&  to  promqte  agriculture  by  encoura* 
ging  the  farmers.  But  as  the  act  had  not  yet  been  in  opera<-  ^ 
tion,  he  maintained  that  the  price  of  com  was  not  fairly  attriv 
hptable  to  it,  and  that  corn  would  have  been,  from  various 
circumstances,  at  its  present  rate,  if  that  act  had  never  existed. 
This  he  thought  it  necessary  to  mention,  as  a  great  delusion 
had  gone  forth  among  the  people,  that  the  existence  of  this 
act  had  produced  an  enhancement  in  the  price  of  corn. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Fostor  presented,  pursuant  to  order,  accounts  of  th^ 
pttraordinary  and  ordinary  revenues  of  Ireland^  for  the  year 

3  i  *  »««4> 
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r8:)4,  together  with  Other  accounts.  Ordered  to  lie  x)n  the 
table. 

Mr.  Huskisson  moved  the  discharge  of  the  orders  respect- 
ing the  lovdshipsi  of  Fife  and  Strathern,  with  a  view  to  move- 
for  the  production  of  docantients  more  accurately  descriptive 
of  the  object  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  referred,  upon 
t^hosc  motion  thnKc  orders  were  made.  . 

Mn  Grey  said«  he  understood  that  the  motions  inserted  in 
the  orders  alludjd  to  were  not  sufficiently  accurutr. 

*  The  orders  being  disclrarged, 

Mr.  Huskisson  xnoved^for  a  copy  of  any  lease  granted  to 
the  hon.  John  Hope,  in  trust  for  Jane  Viscountess  Melville,  of 
the  lordships  of  Fife  and  Strathcrn.  Also  an  account  of  the 
intromission  of  John  Craufurd  i  the  rents  -  and  arrears  due 
i^pon  the  said  lordship ;  the  choi^ges  and  discharges  respectii^ 
the  same,  &c. — Ordered ;  and  those  tjccounts  were  afterwarc^ 
^esetited  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed.    * 

"A  messa;:je  from  the  lords  stated  their  lordships  assent  to 
the.  Surrey  iron  raiUway  bill,  and  several  private  biBs. 

Here  some  praitsc  took  place  in  the  progress  of  bustnes^y 
owin;^,  as  was  supposed,  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Pitt.     Upon  * 
which, 

Mr.  C.  If:  fTyfine  rose,  and  observed  that  a  certain  hour 
\vas  ap^xjinted  for  the  co;nmencemcnt  of  public  business,  b«t 
that  notv.'ithstanding  this  no  business  was  generally  proceeded 
upon  until  much  later.  This  delay  was  so  extremely  incon- 
yenient  to  several  members,  rli^t  he  should  feel  it  hisiduty  to 
move  the  reading  of  the  orders  of  the  da\  on  this  as  well  as  oh 
every  other  occasion  when  such  delay  should  occur. 

•  Mr.  Fulhr  jusiifiGd  the  observation  of  the  hon.  gentleman, 
and  stated  that,  in  consequence  of  the  irregularity  complained 
of,  he  was  seldom  able  to  take  his  dinner  comfortably^ 

Mr.  H^fshi^son  observed,  that  no  time  was  lost  in  the  disw 
charge  of  business  that  day.  The  little  pause  which  had  oc*< 
Inirred,  arose  from  the  searching  at  the  bar  for  some  papers 
Vrhich  he  meant  to  present  to  the  house. 

■Mr.  (\  IV,  IVyntje  sakl,  that  although,  according  to  order, 
public  business  shoidd  commence  at  four  o*dock,  yet  it  was 
"now  become  the  custom  to  postpone  it  generally  until  half 
afcer  five.  This  was  the  more  to  be  complained  of,  as  it  was 
kno^ivn  that  no  house  could  b^  made  at  four  o'clock  unless 
for^  men\bers  were  present^  nd  if  those  members  should 
*    ^  '  '  attend^ 
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attend,  the?  irould  have  to  wait  fdr  above  an  hour  bi&re  acf 
business  was  proceeded^  on. 

A/r^  Janus  Matrtn  conc&vcd  this  to  be  a  very  fit  and  pro- 
per subject  of  complaint.  He  had  ionpr  noticed  the  waste  of 
time  that  had  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  delay  alliide.,! 
to,  and.  was  much  astonished  that  no  member  had  before 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  it.  Such  delay  appeared 
to  him  to  be  disresp  ctful  to  the  house  in  general,  and  parti- 
cularly so  to  the  chair. 

The  'Secretary  at  IVar  declared  that  it  had  never  been,  in 
hts  recollection,  the  practice  to  proceed  upon  public  busine>5 
until  five  o'clock.  He  denied  that  there  had  been  any  ground 
of  complaint  that  day,  whatever  might  have  taken  place  on  a 
fiDrmer  day,  when  the  attention  of  the  house  was  called  to  the 
same  SBbject .  Any  pause  in  the  progress  of  business  that  day, 
flHTOse  entirely  fi-om  the  interruption  given  by  this  conversatiou 
1lo  his  honourable  firicnd.  Who  was  just  about  to  present  some 
papers  to  the  house. 

MUTINY  BIT.L. 

The  Secretary  at  War  proceeded  to  more  the  third  readinjr 
of  the  mminy  bill.  In  making  this  motion  he  was  afraid  that 
he  should  disappoint  threxpectation  of  the  bon.  officer  on  the 
other  side  (General  Fitzpatrick),  as  he  was  not  prepared  to 
submit  the  propositions  which  that  honourable  officer  recom- 
mended on  a  former  day.  For  himself  he  was  ready  to  Gon« 
fcss,  that  those  propositions  appeared  to  be  perfectly  reason* 
able.  They  were,  according  to  his  recollection,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  regimental  courts  martial  should  be  sworn,  that  ihey 
shatdd  be  authorized  to  administer  oaths  to  witnesses,  &c.  and 
that  no  president  at  such  a  court  martial  should  be  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  However,  although  they  were  un- 
exceptionable in  his  opinion,  there  were  many  officers  of  con- 
siderable experience  and  high  rank  who  entertained  doubts  of 
tlte  propriety  of  introducing  sutrh  innovations  into  the  old  es- 
tabhshoi  system  of  the  army.  To  the  doubts  of  such  persons 
be  thouglit  it  proper  to  ddfer,  although  he  was  free  to  owa 
thati  in  the  objections  they  advanced  he  saw  no  force.  Yet  it 
was  due  to  them  to  allow  time  for  fuller  deliberation  on  the 
subjea,  and  with  a  view  to  that  he  would  propose  a  slight  al« 
tcraiion  in  the  bill,  which  could  not  be  conveniently  delayed 
in  its  progress,  to  this  efiect,  '^  that  it  might  be  altered  or 
amended  within  the  session/*  This  alteration  would,  he 
bppedf  meet  the  concurrence  of*  the  honourable  o^cer,  as  it 

would 
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would  afford  an  opportunity  of  i&trodticmg  die  amendments 
he  suggested. 

General  Ftizpatrick  said  that,  in  con^ticnte  of  the  confe- 
rence he  had  had  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  the  ob^ 
Ttons  justice  and  necessity  of  the  propositions  he  suggested, 
which  met  that  right  hon.  gentleman's  entire  concurrence,  he 
had  thought  it  unnecessarjr  to  trespass  on  the  attention  of  the 
house,  by  stating  the  grounds  upon  which  he  was  urged  to 
submit  those  propositions/  Those  grounds  were  such  as  he 
had  very  little  doubt  would  convince  the  majority  of  the 
house  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amendments  he  pro-i 
posed.  He  had,  indeed,  never  heard  any*  serious  objection 
urged  agsunst  them.  It  therefore  struck  him  as  rather  ex^ 
traor  Jinary,  after  the  declared  coincidence  of  the  right  hon« 
gentleman,  to  be  told  that  some  military  officers  entertained 
doubts  upon  the  subject.  No  donbt  was  expressed  by  any 
person  of  that  house;  not  a  sentence  of  objection  was  heant 
from  any  member*,  and  yet  those  salutary  improvements,  for 
the.  adoption  of  which  policy,  hymanity  and  justice  equally 
called,  were  to  be  rejected  or  delayed,  because  some  mHltary 
officers  doubted.  How,  he  would  aslc,  were  the  objections 
of  such  military  persons  to  be  brought  before  thcT  house  in  a 
parliamentary  form  ?  and  the  mere  statement  of  their  objec* 
tions,  unaccompanied  by  any  reason  for  such  objections,  was 
not)  he  contended,  a  parliamentary  ground  for  the  delay  or 
the  promotion  of  any  measure.  1  he  time  required,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
propositions  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  recommend,  was  attain- 
able in  his  judgment  without  proposing  the  alteration  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  alluded  to.  There  was  no  necessity  to 
hurry  the  bill  through  the  house.  This  was  only  the  5th  of 
the  month,  and  there  was  yet  time  enough  to  pass  it,  even 
should  the  right  hon.  gentleman  consent  to  postpone  the 
thu'd  reading  until  some  day  next  week.  For  himself,  he 
must  say,  that  he  felt  he  was  at  present  rather  awkwardly  cir- 
cumstanced. He  had  declined  to  prepare  the  clauses  he 
Wished  to  introduce  into  the  bill,  relying  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  bring  them  forward.  The  right  hon.  gcn^.* 
tlemaii  would,  however,  he  trusted,  agree  to  postpone  his 
motion,  particularly  as  no  inconvenience  could  result  from 
such  postponement.  He  also  trusted  that  the  right  hon.  gen^ 
tleman  would  not  withhold  his  assistance  from  him  in  draw- 
ing up  the  necessary  clauses;,  further^  that  the  right.  hon» 
gentleman  would  manfully  maintain  his  declared  opinion,  and 

second 
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«scQpd  hift  endeavours  to  promote  the  adoption  of  thos4 
clauses. 

Colonel  Stuart  thought  the  principle  of  ^he  propositions  re- 
commended by  the  honourable  o/Hcer  ought  to  be  carried 
furtlxer,  and  that  the  degrees  of  punishment  to  be  inflicted 
by  regimental  courts  martial  ought  to  be  limited.  The  num>* 
ber  t)f  members  on  such  courts  martial  ought,  in  his  opinion^ 
to,  be  in  no  case  less  than  seven,  unlesis  where  a  £e14  ofBcer 
presided,  and,  in  such  case,  not  less  than  five.  This  was  a 
regulation  which  appeared  to  him  highly  necessary,  but  he 
particularly  enforced  the  propriety  of  prohibiting  the  sen« 
tences  of  regimental  courts  martial  from  inflicting  beyond  a 
certain  degree  oi  punishment,  not  more  than  2  Or  300 
lashes. 

The  Secretary  at  War  expressed  his  readiness  to  assist  the 
lK>nourable  officer  in  drawing  up  the  clauses  with  respect  to 
the  proposition^  he  mentioned,  and  in  which  he  perfectly 
concurred.  He  also  assented  to  his  wish  for  postponing  the 
motion,  and  should  therefore  move  the  third  reading  on 
Monday  next. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  cordially  approved  the'  propositions  of  tlie 
honourable  officer,  and  thought  that  no  officer  should  be 
)|dmitted  a  member  of  any  court  nxartial  who  was  under  twen« 
tv-one  years  of  age.  This  alteration  would,  he  was  persua- 
Ued^  be  very  grateful  to  the  feelings  and  conducive  to  the  in^ 
terests  of  the  army. 

The  order  for  the  ^lird  reading  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
till  Monday. 

DEFENCE  BILL. 

Mr*  Jf^ndham  as^ed  whether  any  inquiry  had  been  n^ade 
with  respect  to  the  report  from  the  county  of  Surrey  of  the 
men  raised  under  the  additional  defence  bill  ? 

The  Chance/for  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  there  was  m 
mistake  in  the  return  on  the  table ;  and  that  mistake  arose 
from  some  men  who  had  enlisted  for  genend  service,  liaving 
been  put  on  the  list  raised  under  the  additional  defence  act » 
This  mi^ake  corrected^  reduced  the  number  for  the  county 
of  Surrey  to  55. 

L^d  William  Russell  stated,  that  at  the  last  general  mect^ 
ing  for  the  county  of  Surrey,  there  was  a  return  made  of  only 
14  raised  under  the  additional  defence  act. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excljfquer  said  that  the  statement  he 
]M  just  u^e,  was  founded  upon  information  receir ed  from 
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thjJ  insptcior  gcfecr^'s.  ofiicc,  wjicrc  he  had  4ircctc4  in^iry 
to  be  made  on  the  subject.  .  .  ' 

The  pleasure  Jborae  duty  bill  was. read  a  third  time  .an4 
passed*  .     V 

MIDDLESEX   KtCCTION,  ,     , 

Lord  Marsham  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committer 
'  aippointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  from  the  ^IiddlebC3t. 
electors,  complaining  of  the  last  return  for  Middlesex i 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  following  are  its  resolutions :  ,^ 
.  That  George  Boulton  Main  waring,  Fsq.  was  not  duly  rc4 
turned  for  the  said  county;  that  Sir  Francis  Burdetti  bart,. 
ought  to  have  been  returned. 

That  ueitl>er  the  petition  of  the  freeholders  nor  the  oppo^ 
sition  made  to  it  was  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

The  report  being  agreed  to,  it  w^s  ordcreiij  on  the  motion 
of  Lord  Marsham,  that  the  clerk  of  the  crown  should  attend 
the  next  day  to  cancel  the  name  of  G.  B.  Mainwaringi  ax\d 
insert,  that  of  Sir  Francis  Burdcf  t, . 

SAI,T  TAX*     .     . 

On  the  motion  that  the  Speaker  should  leave  the  chair>  Iii 
order  to  go  into  a  comitiittee  on  the  salt  bill* 
'  A^r.  Johnstone  fdsc,  not,  hc  said,  to  repeat  the  general  arpi* 
mcnls  i»n  this  meafure,  which  the  houle  had  heard  lo^ 
forcibly  urged  tl>€  preceding  day,  but  t«>  call  the  iiUenHoh 
of  gentlemen  to  the  operation  of  the.  fait  tax  in  5cvtlan<i^ 
When  this  tax  was  impofed  in  179"),  it  was  reduced. in  Scot- 
land  from  68,.  6d.  to  4s.  per  bufli^l.  ^This^r^duftign,  look 
place  in  confequence  of  a  confideration  of  the  peculiar  cjr* 
cumftances  of  the  people  of  that  country.  Now'he  wifhcd 
to  undciftand  bow  it  was  propoied  to  draw  the  additional 
tax  contained  in  this  bill  from  a  country  fo  circumftanced. 
If  in  1795  li  was  incapable  of  paying  more  than  4s,  per 
^ufhel,  why  was  it  now  deemed  capable  of  affording  1>5.  ? 
Confidering,  indeed,  the  fituaiion  of  Scotland  fglly  and 
fairly,  it  was  his  opinnm  that  it  would  be  mucK  wiler  to 
Ttm\i  the  fait  duty  in  that  country  altogether.  That  (Jury 
produced  but  45,6(Xj1..  per  annum,  aod  tliere  was  a  bounty 
allowed  from  the  excife,  amounting  to  29,O0OL  which,  with 
a  confiderable  bounty  from  the  cuftoms,  exceeded  the  pro- 
duce of  the  tax.  For  thefc  reai'uns  hc  fubmitted  tbaf  a  rcr. 
peal  of  the  duty  as  to  Scotland  would  not  be  l.efs  adva.nl^* 
geous  to  the  revenue  than  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  If  fo, 
then  how  could  minifters  juftify  the  impofitioiijcrfa  fnrth^r. 
£iU  tax  up^n  that  country  ? 
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*itr.  tfujkiffofi  ftatcd  the  rcafbn  for  tlie  ttrmir  ridufiioa 
of  the  fait  tax  in  favour  of  {kotland  to  be'tbis*  that  as  the 
Scotch  people  ixianufaAur^d  their  fall  from  feawater,  tfiey 
were  fubjeft  to  an  increafed  expence  for  fuel.  On  that  aci* 
count  this  allowance  was^  made,  which  was  (lill  propo^d  to 
continue,  and  he  contended  therefore,  that  the  people*  of 
Scotland  bad  no  reafon  to.  complain*  As  (o  the  pruduce'of 
the  reverffie  arifing  from  the  fait  duty  in  Scotland  contraRe4 
trith  the  bounty,  he  admitted  that  it  was  not  'con(iderat)Is : 
but  then  its  reduced  amount  proceeded  from  the  frauds  that 
were  kjiown  to  exift»  and.  the  fmugding  with  Ireland.  I(^ 
however*  the  hon.  gentleman  would  look  into  the  bill  be* 
fore  the  houfe,  he  would  fee  that  fuch  provifions  were  in* 
troduced  into  it  as  were  calculated  eifeAually  to  prereot 
thofe  frauds  in  future.  * 

'  A  divifion  took  place  upon  the  motion — Ayes  1 58»  Koes 
m. ^Majorhy  1 00. 

The  houife  accordingly  went  into  a  committee,  and  being 
refumedy  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  Uie  next 

PROPERTY  TAX. 

The  hoafe  re(blve4  into  a  committee  on  the  property  tai^ 
Mil. 

Lord  Templi  gave  notice,  that  he  would  the  next  day  . 
ftiove  for  the  exemption  of  military  oiHcers  belo^  a  certain 
rank  from  the  payment  of  tliis  tax. 

^The  Chancilhr  of  the  Exchequer  announced  his  intention 
of  oppoiing  any  propofition  for  the  exempiion  of  any  ciafs  of 
men  from  this  tax,  as  contrary  to  the  ijpnit  and  equity  of 
the  meafure,  and  calculated  to  undermine  the  whole  contri^ 
button. 

Sir  John  Newport  called  thie  attention  of  the  committee 
to  this  tax,  as  it  affefled  the  property  in  the  funds  belonging 
to  perfons  refident  in  Ireland.  Tbijf  he  conceived  to  be 
contrary  to  the  principle  of  the  unions  which  propofed  to. 
leave  the  refources  of  each  country  applicable  to  the  tre^fgry 
of  that  country,  it  would  be  alfo  contrary  to  the  policy 
which  diAated  an  exemption  in  favour  of  the  funded  pro- 
perty of  foreigners,  which  arofe  from  a  wilh  to  induce  fo- 
feien^r^  to  vdt  their  money  in  our  funds,  The 'operation 
of  this  tax  with  rcfpcft  to  perfons  refident  in  Ireland  would»* 
heobfcrved.  be  ftill  more  fcvere  for  thi5  reafon,  that  accor^ 
ding  t<r  riifc  U£J!,  the  Fnglifh  agent  would  be  obliged  to 
make  a  return  of  the  whole  property  of  his  principal,  and 
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tiiiis  the  fame  pjcrrpn  might  be  fubjeffc  to  the  p^rpcfi^  of 
th?  fame  tax  in  both  countiiesi  tJnder  ihoTc  circumftances 
th6h'oh.  batonet  prdpofed  a  claure  to  exempt  from  the  tax 
i(ucb  propeity  in  rhe  funds  as  belonged  to  perfons.who'  pay 
Ihc  hearth  money  and  window  tai  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Alekahdo^  did  not  think  the*  objedl  of  tH'c*  honu  ba- 
ronet attainable  in  the  way  he  propofed.  ^^^ 

Sir  John  Newport  ftated  that  when  he  befor'e'mcntioried 
the  fiibje^^,  he  was  told  that  the  comrailtee  would  Be  the  pro 
per,  place  to  bring  forward  this  propofition. 
".The  ChaucelUr  of  the  Exchequer  oh\t\vti,  that  the  pro- 
)5olitioa'6f  the'  hon.  baronet  could  nut  be  entertained,  as  na 
prefvious  in(lru£iion  to  the  committee  had  been  voted.  As 
to' the  propofiiion*  ilfelf,  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  it  ftated 
that  it'lnvolVcdia  violation  of  the  principle  of  the  union.  Ic 
was  oot  l/5fs  agrceaWe  to  that  principle  than  to*  the  precepts 
of*  cdmition  eqiiity,  that  the  property  in  each  country  lliould 
be.  fubjeA  to  tjie  taxation,  and  appropiiate  to  the  treafury 
of  that  country.  This  was  preclfely  what  this  tax,  objefled 
to  by  the  hon.  baronet,  propofed  ;  aiid  on  the  fame  princi* 

J\\ti  the  property  in  the  funds  of  Ireland,  belonging  to  per- 
ans  refident  in  this  country,  would  be  fubjcft  to  the  laxa* 
tion,and  applicable  to  the  puipofes  of  that  couiitry,  (hould 
it  be  thought  proper  to  lay  a  tax  on  (uch  funds.  By  the 
fame  parity  of  reafoning,"  the  land  in  each  country  would, 
lit  cafe  of  a. land  tax,  be  fubjed  to  the  tax  impofed  in  that 
country.  He  recolle£led  that  the  Iriih  parfi'anaent  had  laid 
an  additional  tajt  on  the  land  of  abfentces ;  and  therefore 
they  proceeded  upon  quite  a  Contrary  principle  to  that  on. 
which  the  proportion  of  the  hon.  baronet  was  grounded. 
Indeed,  he  never  heard  of  any  projedl  of  exemption  fimilar 
to  that  propofed  by  the  I^,  baronets 

Sir  J.  Newpcrt  p^rffHed  in  maintaining  that  it  was  con* 
trary  to  the  principle  of  the  union  to  draw  thefe  refoui'ccs 
from  the  ufe  of  Ireland  whic)^  ^youId  be  otbetwife  fent  into 
it  Independently  of  this  gr6uhd  of  objeflion,  however,  be 
claimed  the  exemption  he  propofed,  upon  (Ke  fame  princi- 
ple as  that  which  induced  the  houie  to  exempt  the  funded 
property  of  foreigners.  Unlefs  th<  property  of  tbe  latter  were 
-deemed  more  facred  than  that  of  the  Irilb,  be  faw  oq  rea- 
fon  why  this  propofiiion  (hould  be  refifted.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  (hould  perfift  in  oppofing  his  ohjeft,  he  declared 
that  he  would  move  to  expunge  from  the  bill  the  e^emp* 
tlon  in  favour  of  foreigners.  '    ..     . 

Air. 
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Mr.  Sa^f^  moyed^tte  itEtrGdiiction  of  a  cUus^  to  exeippt 
from  thd  ifl^ratibn  of  the  tax  such  property  "is  is  vcstcdliQ 
the  hands  6t  trustees  for  charitaj)le  jfjurposes  only,  upon  pV9Qf 
beifig  made  licfore  the  cSnimlssioners  of  such  fact. 

Aftd'  some  conversation,  m  which  it  vas  undcrst9o4  .t-b^it 
this  cxetnptibn  is  to  be  niade  appHcal^le.to  bqth  the  old  an4 
thjc  addjitional  .tax,  the  motion  was  agreed  toV  ^. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  that  the  exemption  in  favour  of 
foreigners  should  be  expiirigcd./ 

Mr,  Huskisson  observed  that  thisVould  be  tip  lay  on  a  new 
tax,  aYid  that  thireforc 'it  must  originate  in  a  committc<f^.oj[ 
Vfays  and  means.     -     \       \   ,  ■       .     ', 

'Vhc  ptiotioh  was  witHdrawii.  '    ;  .,  .  ,  i 

'  The  several  clauses  were  gone  through  j  thc^  house  roi 
•umed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  bebrou^  up  the  next 

day.    '  ^  ...         .    -'\  ■  r .'  1  ' 

•  Mr.  Huski^n  brought  in  a  l>ill  for.  laying  on  a  duty  on 
horses  employed  in  agriculture,  &:c.  Read  a  first  timp,  and 
orderod  for  a  second  reariing  on  Thursday.  „    . 

Mr,  HusKisson .  present^,  pursuant  to  order,,  an  accoupt 
of  Rebalances  due  from  the  late  receiver  gekieral  pf  Scot-^ 
land,  John  Hamilton^, '  esq.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tablei^ 
and  to' foe  printed..  '  ..    " 

*  A  similar  order  ;^as  maide  as  tp  the  copy,  wjiich  the  ho- 
Bourable  member  presented,  of  his  majesty's  warrant  granting 
in  additional  salary  to  Lord  Melville,  as  lord  privy  seal  w 
Scotland. — Adjourned. ,  .  ,   ^    " 

■»  ■       '  « 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS.   - 

WEDNESDAY,   MARCH   6. 

The  postage  duty  bill  and  the  loan  bill  ptssed  throagh. 
committees,,  and  were  reported. 

Lord  Walsingham  delivered  injhe  list  of  peers  afipolnted 
under  the  East  India  judicature  act* 

It  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  privileges  to  consider  of 
the  claims  of  certain  peers  of  Ireland  to  vote  at  the  election 
oL  peers  for  that  country. 

JUDGB  VOX. 

L^rd  JTahinghamy  the  chairman  of  the  committee  relative 
to  Mr*  Justice  Fox,  made  "a  few  observations  respecting  the 
progress  made  by  the  committee,  stating  that  the  commiHee 

-r  3K  a  had 
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bad  been,  indefatigsible  iu  their  ipbTCstisatioiif  andwicfaed  to 
l^dceed  in  a  i^natiher  that  iplghtJt>C.pei:n^Viuu>t8cctiotia^ 
lie  concluded  \yj  moving,  that  the  committee  ;q)pouited  to 
Consider  th<^  charges  9pihst  Mn  Justice  Fo:i(  haire  poir«r  to 
report  from  time  to  .timQ*  wijth  respect  to  any  ^i^h  (churgcs 
which  they  m^y  thjnk  sufficiently  proved  to' author^  an  ad* 
dres^  from  that  hoy $e  for  his  removal.  ,  ,  ^    ;. 

.,  .The  Earl  of  CaritsleYysii&^  that  the  committer  m%ht  be 
Instructed  as  to  the  precise  line  of  copduct  which  they  ought 
ftp  pBrsue«  He  wpj  averse  <x>  the  .ide^,  if  such  .was  in.con- 
templation^  of  bnQgiog  forward  one  charge  againtt  the 
.learned  judge,  oir'two  oi*  three,  or  any  number,..supposiiig 
$he  committee  ^ould  conceive  thenx  to  be  substantiated^  >fer 
the  -purpose  of  puttipg.  him  upon  !his  defence  at  their  losd* 
(ftups'  bar,  wUI^  others  still. remained  behind  uninvcstigatod 
by  the  commnteej.asisuch  a  mode  of  proceeiltng  would  placq 
the  learned  judge  i^  a  very  difficult  and  .embarrassing  skoa- 
^on^  Tl\is  w9is,a,p.Qs^bIe  case»  and  therefore  he  vi^d  to 
jpr^vent  its  occurring, .  For  thi?  purposci  he.  was  .of  opinidii» 
that  the  best  mode  w^Quld  be  either  to  prohihit  the.committce 
£*om  .making  ;iny  repprt  until  they  had  finished  the  investiga^ 
tlon/of  the  whole  of  the  chArgesi  or  else  to  say,  if  a  rejport 
from  tin^e  td  (ime  was  allowed,  that  such  report  ^shosild  not 
be  acted  uDon. by  the  hou^,  until  the  whole  case  was  before 
tKeir  lordship^.  It  was  tipon  the  ground  that  some  such  in« 
deHnitd  mode  of  proceeding  was  nieailt'ro  be  adopted^'that 
JhedbjectiAl^  tlie  present  motion.  •       '  •  \ 

Lord  Mawhshury  could  not  see^that  the  present  motion 
would  stitnd  in  the  way  of  any  fiiture  proposition,  with  re- 
spect to  the  mod^  tt  proceeding,  either  in  the  committee 
or  in  the  house.  It  would  not  be  regular  to  advert  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee,  or  else  he  might*  say  that  this 
phiposifion  was[  unanimously  agreed  to  in  the  committee,  as 
one  which  it  would  be  highly  proper  to  submit  to  their  lord* 
dufol  As  to  the  possible  ease  adverted  to  by  t4ie  nbUe  earl, 
ke»  on  the  other  hand,  saw  another  possible  ease,  namdy, 
#ben  delaying  to  call  upon  a  judge,  placed  in  a  similar  situ* 
adckn,'to  -answer,  at  their  lordships*  bar  to  any  one  charge, 
^nntil  the  whole  of  the  charges  against  him  had  been  inv\e$-i 
tigated,  might  be  productive  of  great  public  inconvenience 
and  private  jnisery.  .If  their  lor&hjps  adopted  the  presei^t 
motion  it  wouM  certainly «ot  [U'ccludle  them  from-aftcrwardS' 
adopting  whatever  mode  of  proceeding  they  might  think  mo^t 
'*  •,::.,,.;....•;.  -advisable. 
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'  a(dvtfttfafe.v  ^  .would  sriU  he  open  for  the.«MDmilteet«^  dttidbt 
lUiQKfaerxfaef  wcHdd'or  w#uld  Dot  itiakeaftyrepoit  until Chtj 
had  conchidcd  '«he  ^hoie  inirestigatibn  |  and  siipporfiog  the 
coRunittce  i»»  agree  ta  make  a  report  wkh  resped^  ta  any^pttt 
«lf  tbe  cluurgc^i  it  wxMjJkl  tben  be  for  the  fcoiuidcratkm  ^ 
their  lordships, .  whether  they  would  iinmediate)7  act  vpioa 
3uch  reports  dr  whether  they  would  tet  it  remain  until  tke 

-whole  bAisio^fis^  came  before  thcvn.    With  this  view  cif  tl^ 

satgect  he  co^ldnOt  see  any  objection  to  the  present  motion. 

L^rd  'GrenvitU  Would  l^vc  had  knuch  difficttkf  in'  cs^ 

fcnttog  to  the'preaent  .motion*  if  he  had  concei^iedthirlt'itt 

all  pn^luded  their  lordships*  from  subsequently  adopttng-aiH^ 

:|ttodeof  proceeding  wfeick  th«T  might  think  most  expedietiL 
b  was  <Hiiy  in  x^omequenee  of  his.  ooneeiving  it  to  be^dfti- 
ttnctly  upderstood|j;hat  the. adoption  of  this  motioh  .Wniild 
kavetli^iii  perf((ctly  free  with  respect  to  the  fbtnoe  mode  ot 
foroceedingy  ihat  be  assented  to  it#        .   ^  '    ..i    * 

The  Ltfrd  Gbaneetio'r  concuntad  ift-opinion  witli*tli6  noUe 

:  lord  who  had  just  sat  down,  ohseiting  that  he  likewise  con-* 

cssnted  to  the  motion,  und^  tfao'iiapressio&  that  its  ado^ion 
iHRdd  not  be  any  obstacle  to  whaMier  future  proceeding^  liiej 

rsi^ht  thank  it  sKiyisabk  to  adopt* 

:     The  nsotioii^wat  then  Agreed  to* 

'        /*  NAVAl,   AUtXFICEILS. 

t  /  JEarl  ForUs^ue  T09C  to  make  the  motion  ^f  wbich  be  but 

£Ven  notice.  He  apologised  for  trotfUing  their  lordihipSy. 
It  the  subject  which  he  had  to  advert  to  was  oq^  of  cto-* 
.sideraUe  impcmance,  relating  to  nothing  less  than  the  na^al 
.power;. of  the  country.  He  would  endeavour^  by  a  brief 
detail  to  put  their  lordships,  in  possession  of  the  facts  which- 
be  wished  to  state.  In  the  year  1 80 1,  there  was  a  variety  of 
combioatioas  respecting  the  high  price  of  provisions  in  the 
ei^mty  of  Dcvon»  which  his  official  dutyy  as  his  majesty's 
lieutenant  of  that  county,  called  upon  him  to  use  cscry  esr 
crtion  to  repress.  The  course  of  his  official  duty  led  bim'to 
various  parts  of  the  county,  and  amongst  others  to 'Plymouth, 
at  which  place  an  alarming  combination  existed  in  the  dock-' 
yvrdf  and  those  concerned  in  it  had  their  delegates,  and 
€prreqx>nded  with  other  societies,  using  all  that  machinery 
which  bad  been  so  frequently  used  in  other  parts  of  the  coun* 
try.  In  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  be  found  bimsdf 
placed  m  rather  a  deUci»te  situation,  as  his  duty  aa  Ueutcnant 
of  the  county  called  u|poa  him  to  use  the  most  vigorous  mean;s 

to 
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THE  PA«£!XWI:m'AkV  MtolSTER.  '^  [I>«ft«, 

.t0-de8m>y<Kis  orymbiHsftkin;  t^hiWt  hefelti  dSficulty  iinfm- 
teiCnttigi  die  dodfc  yAvAs  hating  been  '  alw^W  ebn^dered^tS 
he  under  the  immediate  siiperintendaiicc  of  the  admiralf/.' 
im,  this  dflemma  h«f  wrote  t6  a  noble  duke,  then  one  <^f  liw 
jnajesty's  seeretaries  of  state,  whose  absence  and  the  cause  of 
it»hs  much  lamented,  A  correspondence  enstt^d^  the  d^liitl 
frf  wiikh  he  should;  for  obvrous  reasons,  avoid 'entering  into, 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  three  cbmttiisfeictocrs  of  the 
iravywcFtf^scnt  to  PVytnotrth,  and  he  rtceh?cft'a  coWniunka- 
•dm  fr«)mithe  ndble  lord  theA  at  f h&  head  of  the  admiralty, 
stating,  that-  these  comftiissJonerti  vera  tO'  be'-assddiatcd  to 
iinn^eif  (hlarl  Fortesnic)  for  the  purpose  of  taking  silch  mea^ 
-tfrred  as  might  be  deetned  expedient  ftfr  the  pablic  servic<!l 
Hesiwuhl  not  entepritfto  the*detaili'df  att  di^t- s\!itefeqtrditiy 
passed,  hut*  ^nerely  stare  the?«sult;  wKifch' WsK;  that  *^bcfrf 
ioahitti,iHMJTathcr^vhc  believed  (for  he  liad'left  Iht  doAi-J 
ments  in  the  country,  not  thinking  hd!'>ih()uld'Ka^^  occasion 
t6;'pcviif*tiitswbjcct)'fr(nhirn3':to-  i^oSi^  discharged  from 
the  dock  yard,  aftd  tb0ir"Aame$  and  descHptions  ^ere  sent 
io  the  other  dock:  yawfa,  that  they  might  not  be  again  en^. 
p^d.  He  should  nbc  tcdtble  their  lordsKfps  any  further^ 
than  by  stating,  that  he  made  hi«^<f^mioii  ift  conscqikence  of 
learning  from  an  authority  which  he  had  no  rea'^n  to'Moubt,  , 
that  several  of  these  men  had  been  ;i;e-entered  in  his  majes-^ ' 
ty*s  dock  yards.  Ht  wished  infoTmation  upon  this  PQUit, 
lioi'however/^kh  a  ^le^  tetany  further 'proceeding,  but  ths^t 
the  docrrftierftt  mlght^  liefofe  their  lordships  for  them*  tcT 
iD»ke  such  use  of  as  fhey  might  think  proper.  His  lordship' 
conduded  by  m6ving  for  a  list  of  the  ftames  and  descriptions" 
of  the  aitific^s  discharged  from  Plymouth  dock-yard  on  the 
visit  to  that  place  by  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  board,  in 
^  April  1801,  in  consequence  of  the  mutiny  there,  and  also'Yo^' 
a  Hit  of  the  names  of  such  of  them  as  had  been  since  re-en- 
tered in  any 'of  his  niajesty's  dock-yards,  with  the  dates  of 
such  re-entries.  ' 

L^d  Melville  said,  that  he  was  not  aware  the  preceding 
day  of  the  nature  of  the  noble  lord's  motion,  or  otherwise  he 
would  cei'tainly  have  been  in  his  place.  He  should  avoid 
aUuding  to  those  details  which  the  noble  lord  had  for  various* 
reasons  passed  over;  at  the  same  time,  however,  he  could 
,jK>t  help  observing,  that  if  the  dctaiU  were  gone  iiito,  they 
would  redound  highly  te  the  credit  and  honour  of  the  noble 
lord,  in  his  conduct  as  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of* 
Devon.     With  respect  to  the* motion  itself,  he  Ind  scarcely 

a  word 
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a  word  to  sxfx  33  h^  had  no  olvectKi«r  to  it.  The  noble  lord 
had  discUiiQ^  any  ixttentioa  of  instituting  any  lurthtF  pro* 
cceding  with  reference  to  this  SDbjeCjt,  and  he  should  tbere^ 
ibre  ^h&tain,  from  moving  for  smy  further  jnforipation.'  He 
V!»hod  it»  ho^^vcT)  to  be  di^tinaly  understood^  that  if  anjr 
^rtber  proceeding  should  be,institu|ed»  he^re^en^d  iQ'hHn* 
self' the  right  of  moving  for.^uch  further  docuia<iHft  as  he 
might' thiilk  nec69fi9ry/or  the  <otx^i€  elttcid«^ion  pf  the 
subject.  He  sug^ted  to  that  candQ^r  which  constantly  <re- 
gulated  the  nobk  lord's  conduct,  .whether  it  would  ,nat  be 
advisable  to  alter  some  of  the  terms  of  the  xpotioq.  •  F^.inrr: 
stance,  with  respect -to  the  names  of  the  artificers  discharged  i 
he  hoped,  tlicy  did  not.  go  out^of  the  kingdo^b  and.i^  th^ 
did  not,  and  were  employed,  as  many  of  them  nvght  hf>  ia* 
iQcrchants^  yards  in  various  parts  of  the  countryg  he>thpught 
it  might  produqe  fnuch  ;aiischief  to  thes^  men  (ndaay ..  o^ 
whom  bad  since  behaved  with  the  greatest  propriejty)  to  ^i|b-> 
lish  .their  n$un^,  whilst  it  coold  do  no  good.  He  object^ 
also  to  the  term  mutiny,  as  he  did  not  think  that  the  com-: 
hination  alluded  to,  was  at  the  time  exactly  characterized.'hy 
that  title-  With  these  exceptions  he  had  no  objection  to  the* 
motions 

Ear/  Fwctacue  expressed  his  readiness  to  concur  in  the-sug- 
gestions  of  the  noble  lord. 

The  Ea^l^f  St.  Vincent  sald>  that  at  the  period  alluded  tOy 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  exertions  of  the  noble  lord  {For- 
tescue),  seconded  by  Lieutenant-general  Simcoe,  Major-gene- 
ral England,  and  other  officers,  whose  names  he  could  not 
then  recollect,  the  county  of  Devon,  and  Plymouth  dockr - 
yardf  would  have  been  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 

A  short  conversation  ensued  as  to  the  wordi<^  of  the 
motions.  -.....' 

The  Earl  rf  St.  Vincent  thought  the  nances  ^  the  men 
discharged  essential. 

Lord  MelviUi^  on  the  contrary,  considered  them  $is  wholly 
unessential. 

Earl  Forte/cue  coincided  with  the  suggestions  of.  tU^  latter. 

It  was  at  length  agreed  to  leave  out  the  word  ^^9a||les,''  > 
and  insert  ''numbers  and  description''  as  applicable  te  the 
different  branches  in  which  the  men.  worked.     Wi^h  these 
amendments  the  motions  were  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  gave  notice  of  a  motion  fqr.TijfKi^ay^ : 
apd  moved  that  the  lords  .be  summoned  .f(»r.  thsu^.d)y.,.*.iPSr* 
difwd.  .       -  :  ^    .  w 
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4i0  THE  P^VRIMMEKTi^Y  RSGISTHU  (UkiA» 

''*'  '  KlhUAimnJiH  PRISON*  .t :  • 

*  IjorAKktf  moved  khftoyies  of  the  dcposkiMift^  the  pri^ 
toQtr^  in  the  giolx)f  Kibnainfaainf  taken  he&yfit:  three  of' the 
judges  <if  Kb  majesty's  couf^of  kfz}g*s  bench  in  }i«dafid,  who 
sat  there  for  that  purpose,  on  the  1 6th  and  17th  of  July  faal» 
and  also  «  copy  of  the  memortal  presorted  upon  the  Sid>|ecf 
to  the  )6rd  lieutenant  0f  Irdand. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  wished  tlie  noble  lord  t&  defer  his  mO-- 
•  tion  till  the  next  day,  as  he  could  not  s^,  at  the  premt 
momeiit,  whether  tliere  niigbt  or  might  not  be  any  obje ction 
to  thte*  production  of  the  papa^  moved  for.   *  ' 

LordKifig  hTid  met  witlir  so  little  cncouragetiMlt  inp^ting 
dF  motidnS)  ch»^  lie  thought  it  would  be  letter  to  adh^  tt^ 
^  present.  .... 

Lord  IJenoicsbrery  said}  thdft  under  these  chrcuetistanos,  M 
he  could  not  at  the  px^e^nt  moment  make  up  his  miod  with 
respect  to  the  motion,  and  did  not  vnsh  to  negative  it  with* 
out  farther  •con9ideration>  he  should  move  that  the  hoqtfe  do 
then  adjourn.  ' 

]t«r«/6r^«y//^  thought  there,  could  be  no  possible  objection 
t0  the  preduction'  of -tlie  papers  moved  Sor  by  the  noMe  lord.* 
In  the  prison  alluded  to,  persons  were  confined  undef  the  ao* 
thonty.given  by  Hie  suspension  of  the  habe;k$  corpus  act/and 
he  thought  it  of  peculiar  importance  that  the  information' 
moved  for  with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  su^h  persons 
diould  be  granted. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  declared,  that  no  man  lamented  mtve 
than  himself  tlie  necessity  that  existed  for  the  suspension  ci 
the  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland,  but  the  circumstances  wluch 
rendered  that  smpension  necessary,  rendered  it  akofrequeatly 
not  safe  or  expedient  to  grant  information'  with  respect  to 
prisoners.  As  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  it  was  statedj 
that  three  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  king's  bench  in  Ire- 
land sat  in  Kiimainham  prison  to  take  depositions^  but  it  did 
not  appear  for  what  purpose.  He  perfectly  concurred  in  the 
motion  of  adjournment. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  said  it  was  the  business  of  the  secretary 
of  state  to  give  information  to  the  house  upon  topics  like  the 
present  when  it  was  asked  for,  and  he  thought  it  very  extra* 
ordinary  that  the  noble  secretary  of  staffe  should  be  unaWc  to 
give  any  jnfbrniation  -l^th  rts^cct  to  the  object  proposed  by  . 
the  motion  of  his  noble  friend.  * 

'  jtW  Hmwkeiiury<o\x\A  not  he!p  saying  a  few  -words  in 
answer  to  the  extraordinary  speech  of  the  noble  earl.  Ail  h# 
had  atked  lor  was  a  dehty  till  the  next  day,  in  order  that  he 

might 
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might  confiilt  with  t}iofe.whoai*k<iimfii9  duty  toconialFat 
tdr  the  pvopmty  of.  agreeing  to;  the  pie£niMooti«tt«..  «He 
«o«Msiot  help  riib  prot)efiiag.igaiiift  theipnAiee;of  fariag«4 
imp  forward  motbns  of  tUsaaMre  withwt  Mijr  {Nrcvtous 

0DttCC«  •*^i.  .  ,.  J 

.The  motioiLof  «d}oufaiiieiit.wa»tfaeii.i)iit.?o4  carried. 


J    .  .HOUSE  Q?  COBfMONS.       .  .,,      ^ 

The  Qcrk  of  the  Ci-own  amended  the  Yctttfrf  fof 'the 
^Mmy  of  MMdt^sex,  hv  erasing  the  name  of  Q.  &  Main^ 
#sif!iig»  Es<|.  Md  inserting  that  of  Sir  F.  BturdeTt;. 

*  On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Anderson,  it  Was  ordered  that 
Kr^ Mfthiwal<t>gand  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex  hiav  vctti 
tiota'agmstStr  r.  Burdect  witUa  fourteen  daj$,  if  theytn^d^ 

ei.    ",  ■^".•'? 

' 'An  account  "ofthie  iqiaamky  of  sak  expmted  bom  Orisx 
Britain  was  presented  by  Mr.  Rix,  and  an  accoant  '<)f  ^'the 
4pAntky  of  sugar  nriportcd  and  exported,  fey  Mr.  Ii-viiig*'  . 

Mr.  Bakelr  brought  in  si  WB  to  enable  Mr.  Bowyer  to  dii^ 
Mae  ^§i>ttery  of  the  pictures  la  his  histonc  gallery.  Tfan 
MI  wifts  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secon^ 
tftoif,  after  some  ofoj^cticni  from  Mr,  FaUer,wLich  were  done 
away  by  life  W.  Smith,  who  explained  the  principles  of  tfie  , 
hUa,  and  lamented  that  the  hbours  of  artists  so  mcritoriout 
kad  not  had  a  better  fete.  ^ 

Sir  John  Anderson  repotted  from  the  committee  to  whodi 
the  petition  of  the  bakers  of  the  city  of  London  had  been  re- 
ftrxtd:  The  committee  thought  the  bakers  entitled  to  anin- 
crea^  allowance  of  aod.  per  sack  from  the  advance  till 
flour,  and  ^d.  from  the  advance  oh  salt.  Leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  a  hSl  accordingly.'  '^ 

•  Sir'  lohn  Newport  gave  notice,  that  bn  Wednesdafy  next 
Ike  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  ip  a  bill  conformable  to  t^ 
rqport  <^  the  committee  on  the  ist  of  June  last^  <on  the  jpe- 
fition  relative  to  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Ireland. 

Sir  Charles  Price  presented  a  petition  from  the  merchafi^ 
of  Londouj  trading  with  the  merchants  of  Ireland,  praying 
the  repeal  of  the  Irish  6  per  cent.  duty. 
^  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bernard,  the  accounts  of  the  ex- 
,  penditnre  of  the  sums  granted  to  the  Iris)i  grand  cansd  com* 
pany,  and  shewing  the  pogress  of  that  work,  wei«  ordered 
Co  be  printed. 
*   Vol.  L  1805,  S  L  .         Tho 
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*-THfc&crctafy'at  War  presented  an  account  of  the  number 
q£  knen  raised  under  the  defence  act,  and  copies  of  the  letters 
between  the  secretary  for  the  home  department  and  the  lords 
lieutenants  of  the  counties,  relatiTe  to  the  execution  of  the 

'said  act.  ... 

IRISH  MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fofter,  the  houfe  went  into  a 
comroiltee  of  fupply,  for  the  porpofe  of  voting  the  ulual 
grants  for  naifcellaiieous  fervices  and  charitable  inftitulions 
TO  Ireland.  The  refolutions  pafled  without  objedion,  ex- 
cept that  for  granting  T,926l.  for  the  expencc  of  publifliing 
proclamations  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  and  other  newfpapers/ 
To  this  Mr.Htzgerald  objcfted.  It  was  filly,  lie  faid»  to 
publifli  thefe  proclamations  in  the  Dublin  papers,  ratlier 
than  in  the  local  papers  of  the  counties  where  the  parti- 
cular offences  were  committed.  It  appeared  as  if  the  pub** 
iicaiv>i  yf<^^  intended  ^s  a  bonus  rather  than  to  procure  in- 
form ation. 

'i/r, /V/?tfr  agreed  that  fome  fuperviGon  of  the  applica- 
tion was  neceifary.  It  was  only  the  ufual  fum  that  he  pro* 
.pofed,  and  the  grant  was  of  old  (landing.  m 

Sir  J.  NewpoiH  had  known  proclamations  publilncd  for  a 
'length  of  time  after  the  lapfc  of  the  period  to  which  the  re- 
!vaitis  they  offered  were  limited. 

Mr.  Denis  Browne  faid  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the 
publication  in  the  Dublin  papers,  and  Mr,  Fofterftated  that 
the  cohtinued  publication  iirofe  from  the  proclamations  not 
having  till  lately  bceo  charged  with  duty,  which  induced  the 
.printers  of  newfpapers  to  infert  tliem  when  Ihey  had  no 
other  matter  (A  laugh). 

On  the  vote  of  25,0001.  for  the  expences  of  criminal  and 
other  government  profecutions  in  Ireland, 

Afr.  Fitzgerald  objeSed  to  the-  grant.  Before  tlje  year 
.  1'7949  the  expences  of  fuch  profecutions  were  defrayed  hj 
the  counties  which  were  intcrefted  in  preventing  the  offences, 
in  right  of  the  amercement.  It  was  true  two-feventeenths 
.  of  this  charge  only  were  to  be  defrayed  by  Ireland ;  but  he 
Would  not  counteoance  an  unwife  expenditure  in  Ireland, 
becaufe  the  charge  was  to  fall  chiefly  on  England.  The 
only  objed  of  this  grant,  and  this  mode  of  defraving  the 
expences  of  profecutions,  was  to  give  an  increafe  of  patron-* 
age,  by  the  appointment  of  a  crown  folicitor  to  each  cir^ 
wi^ioSitiA  of  one  for  Ireland-)  as  before  n94« 
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'  }Ht.  Fojier  fold  that  thc'dcfrayingof  ihccxpences  of  pro- 
Iccuifons  in  this  mode  arofe  from  the  prevalence  of  difaf- 
fcftion  fince  IT9  K  which  rendered  the  eicpence  too  charge- 
able  to  be  borne  by  individuals,  or  to  be  defrayed  by  local 
impofition,  particularly  fince  the  rebellion  of  17J8. 
'  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  fatisfied  to  agree  to  the  grant  for  the 
objeA  of  ftate  offences,  and  propofed  an  amendment,  li- 
miting it  to  offences  of  that  kind,  on  which  lie  at  firft  pro- 
pofed to  take  the  fenfc  of  the  houfe  ;  but  after  a  conveffa- 
tion,  in  which  Mr.  Fofter  and  Mr.  Ormfby  defended  tte 
application  of  the  grant,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Sir  John 
Newport. wai-mly  oppofed  it,  as  founded  on  a  view  to  pa- 
tronage, and  hoftile  to  good  policy,  the  refolution  was  agreed 
to  without  a  divifion ;  as  ^was  one  for  granting  aid  to  the 
college  of  furgeons  in  Dublin. — The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  the  next  day. 
*    Mr.  Whitbread  aflced  fome  queftfons  as  to  the  bounty 

J;jven  to  induce  men  to  volunteer  from  limited  ftrvicetothe 
inc,  which  the  Secretary  at  War  faid  was  about  nine  gui- 
neas. The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  anfwer  to 
fome  queftions  from  the  fame  hon.  gentleman,  faid,  the  re* 
turn  or  the  deficiencies  in  the  militia  could  not  diflinguilh 
between  the  original  and  fupplementary,  becaufe  fucii'adif* 
tinction  was  fcarcely  made  m  any  county.  With  rcfpeft  to 
a  queftion  as  to  the  number  of  men  ^-aife'd  under  the  defence 
a£ty  it  was  393  in  Scotland,  1520  in  Ireland,  and  1581  la 
England. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rofe  to  move,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  houfe  a  copy  of  the  depoiitions  of  the  ftate  priloners 
confined  in  the  gaol  of  Kilniainhara,  in  the  county  of 
Dublin,  taken  on  oath  before  the  juftices  of  the  King's 
Bench  in  Ireland,  fent  for  the  purpofe  on  the  i6th  and  ntli 

July  laft;  and  alfo  copies  of  the  letters  addrefled  to  the 
ord  Jieutenant  on  this  fubje6t  by  the  prifoners.  At  the  de- 
firc  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  thouglit  this 
matter  required  cojifideraiion,  the  noble  lord  contented 
himfelf  with  giving  notice  for  Friday. 

Sir  John  Newport  gave  notice,  that  he  would  the  next 
day  move  for  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  fumt 
granted  to  the  government  of  Ireland  for  law  expences  fiocti 
the  union  to  the  5th  Jan.  1805. 

ADDITIONAI*  FORCE  ACT. 

3/r.  Shtridun — I  rife,  Sir,  jn  purfuance  of  the  notice  I 
3L2  took 
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tiH)lc  the  liberty  of  gWliy  qq.  a  fotnoer  dij»  to  move  fof 
leave  to  brifig  m  a  bii)  to  repeal  the  ad  of  laft  fe(fiona»  io« 
tiiuled^  *'  An  a£t  to  provide  fpr  the  better  defence  of  the  • 
country,  and  for  the  gradual  iocreafe  of  our  difpofiible 
force.'*  I  choofe  to  read  the  whole  title  el*  thk  ad,  fatbet 
in  conipliment  to  the  feelings  of  the  r^hft  bo»  gentieman* 
than  to  call  it  by  it$  general  denomipationr  '^  Mr.  Pitt'it 
parilh  bill.'*  It  is  impoiilble  for  ne  before  I  proceed  fur- 
ther not  to  obferve  fhortl/  on  the  impreffion  which  feenaed 
to  have  been  produced  upon  the  gentlemen  oa  the  otbe< 
£de  when  I  thought  it  iby  duty  to  give  notice  of  thb  mo- 
tion, lliofe  gentlemen  appeared  to  cxprefs  furprife,  not 
unaccompanied  by  fome  difapprobatioxi,  that  I  fhouid  at* 
tempt  to  propofe  bringing  forward  fuch  a  motion.  VVbal 
excited  tliat  furprife  I  am  rather  at  a  iofs  to  conje^^ure.  Per* 
haps  the  right  iion.  gentleman  over  againft  me  thought  that 
the  debate  on  this  mbjeft  need  not  go  on  any  further,  con-» 
fcious^  no  doubt,  that  the  cafe  dated  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  on  a  former  evening  was  but  weakly  fupported ;  and 
tbat  the  anfwer  of  my  right  lion,  friend  who  £ts  near  him 
was  quite  fufficient,  or  rather  that  that  anfwer  contaiaed 
matter  fo  forcible  and  conclulive — arpjument  and  eloquence 
that  overwhelmed  us  on'tbis  fide  ot  the  houfe — that  gave 
us  fuch  a.  fhock  that  fome  time  was  necefiary  lo  enable  us  t^ 
meet  it  with  any  effcfk,  to  come  frefh  to  ttie  conteft.^  Per-^ 
haps  too,  the  difapprobation  whidi  was  manifefted  pro* 
ceeded  from  this,  that  it  was  deemed  difrefjpeAfuI  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  pre&  upon  him  any  further '  difcuf* 
lion  of  a  fubjed,  to  the  confideration  of  which  he  ieemed 
fo  peculiarly  unwilling  to  proceed.  In  truth,  the  right  boa, 
gentleman  did  appear  to  be  very  bafliful  of  this  topic,  aod 
i  am  quiteiure  £hat  he  very  reluAantly  touches  upon  it  at 
all,  Another  caufe  of  the  difapprobatlon  I  allude  to,  may 
be  attributed  to  this,  that  my  notice  implied  a  doubt  of  the 
torcc  of  that  reply  which  the  friends  of  %ny  ]*ight  hon.  friend 
have  been  fo  anxious  to  extol.  It  was  evidently  tlie  fuppo* 
fition  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  tliat  the  hint  fliould 
be  taken  from  the  dilinclination  (hewn  by  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  to  enter  into  this  quefiion,  and  that  we.(houl4 
abftain  from  the  performance  of  our  duty*  But  regardkfs 
alike  of  tlife  feelings  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himfelf 
Mpon  this  fubjeft,  as  of  tlic  furprife  or  dii'approbation  of  hi^ 
advocates,  I  rife  to  bring  forward  this  motion.  It  mav  be 
laid,  tktt  any  incmlry  of  miac  into  the  military  ftate  ot  the 
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country  cannot  br  neceflaryy  after  the  very  able  and  coia- 
prehenfive  diflertation  we  have  fq  recently  h^ard  froia  aiy 
right  hon.  firiend  on  the  hwcr  beneb,  on  that  fubjcd. 
With  thofe  who  atgue  fo  I  fhouid  moft  cordially  agree ;  buft 
it  will  be  recotleded,  that  in  the  courfe  of  tbattm^eriy  re- 
view of  my  right  hon/  friend,  he  but  incidentally  noticed 
this  a£t«  which  I  conceive  to  be  a  difgrsfce  to  oxxc  ftatute 
book.    It  is  natural  that  tlve  gentlemen  on  the  other  (ide 
feeling  this*  aware  that  the  aft  has  utterly  failed  of  its  ob- 
jeA^  ihould  dilapprove  of  any  attempt.to  ridicule  its  imbe- 
cility! to  put  a  period  to  its  exiftence« '  In  endeavouring  ta 
acconiplifli  this,  fome  of  thofe  common- place  cenlures 
which  are  thrown  out  againft  men  who  attempt  to  oppofe 
any  meafure  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  may  k  ap- 
plied to  me  ;  but  I  feel  that  they  are  entirel)r  inapplicabte» 
tor  I  contend  that  the  u&  which  it  is  my  objeft  to  repeal^^  . 
is  not  a  meafure  for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  the  bill 
baa  no  fuch  charaAer  or  tendency.    To  oppole  its  conti- 
iniaace,  therefore,  cannot  (ubjeA  any  man  to  that  outcry 
which  It  is  the  falhion  to  raife  againd  the  opponents  of  mea« 
fiires  of  a  dilierent  defcription.     If  the  propofition  I  mean 
la  fybmtt  to  the  houfe  hsnl  the  reiiu)teft  tendency  to  injury 
the  fpirit,  to  deprefs  the  heart  and  feelings  of  the  country, 
in  the  prefent  emergency,  I  truft  I  (hoAJld  be  the  laft  man  t<^ 
bring  it  forward.     But  fatisfied  that  it  is  calculated  to  pro- 
dace,  quite  a  contrary  efieft,  I  cannot  be  dilTuaded  from 
porfuing  iu    Again^  1  repeat,  that  I  cannot  conceive  the  rea*' 
feu  why  my  notice  was  treated  as  I  have  defcribed  on  a  for- 
mer evening,  nor  can  I  anticipate  how  .my  motion  may  be 
treated  this  night.    1  o  tlie  fpeech  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
on  the  lower  bench,  I  rememberthat  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman on  the  oppofiie  fide  thought  proper  to  preferve  a 
moft  refolute  and  dignified  filence.    He  did  not  feem  to 
thinli  that  it  was  fuch  as  to  call  for  the  reply  of  a  minifler» 
and  that  the  anfwer  which  it  received  from  my  hon.  friend 
was  fufficient  to  content  him.     I  have  often  heard  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  rather  an  unreafonable,  difcon- 
tented,  expe£ting  kind  of  man ;  bot  if  he  really  was  con« 
tented  with  the  reply  of  my  right  hon.  friend  near  him  to 
the  fpeech  of  my  right  hon.fiiend  on  the  tower  bench,  I 
muA  lay  th4t  he  is  the  moil  eafily  contented  man  I  ever 
beard  of.    1  know  that  it  has  been  afierted  by  the  advocates 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  out  of  doors,  that  that  reply 
was  complete  i  butfure  I  am  that  no  man  in  this  houle 
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who  heard  it'cver  thought  it  fo,  and  f<?Aft  of  all  was  it  fa 
thought  by  my  rigbt  hon.  friend  himfelf,  who  delivered  it.* 
I  admire  the  t-ilents  of  my  riglit  hon.  friend  as  much  as  any' 
man,  yet  upon  tlie  occafion  alluded  to'  1  could  not  help  ob- 
fcrvihg  the  difficurty  he  had  to  ftruggle  with,  the  embarrafffc«f 
and  ftaggering  courfc  he  made ;  I  was  confcious  that  tny 
light  hon.  friend  felt  that  he  had  very  little  to  fay  to  the 
purpofe ;  that  he' was  failing  againft  wind  and  tide  ;  *  that  aU 
thoiigh  the  puff  of  a  cheer  from  his  friends  fomctimes  pro- 
duced a  flight  fwefl  in  his  fails,  he  could  make  but  little  pro- 
giels;  iha:  he  railed  his  voice  aloud,  but  produced  no  im- 
pretfion  ;  that  he  dropped  argument  and  produced  a  noife; 
that  in  h&.  he  made  a  fine  catamaran  fpccch  (A  lau^h}^ 
plenty  of  noife,  but  little  mifchief  to  his  advcrfary  at  Icaft. 
What  milchief  he  may  have  done  to  the  fyftcm  he  wbuW 
iifppoit  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay.  Having  faid  fo  much  as  la 
tlic  condudt  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  iide^on  a  former 
evenings  I  (hall  now  take  notice  of  fomc  of  the  propofitions 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  T  Ihall  'c<)nfine  myfelf  entirely  ta 
the  military  argument.  There  were  fomc  points  in  the 
fpccch  of  my  right  hon.  friend  which  1  am  now  unwijling" 
to  take  up»  If  1  were4o  dwell  upon  them,  1  iliould  have 
no  doubt  of  being  cheered  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  on 
the  other  fide,  tn  the  wide  fcope  of  my  right  hon.  frtend^s 
general  view,  he  advanced  fome  opinions  from  which  I 
differ.  In  his  view  of  fome  points  in  our  military  defence,' 
I  certainly  cannot  agree  with  him  ;  but  the  hon.  gentlemen 
(m  the  other  fide  are  much  miftaken  if  they  look  for  any 
thing  from  that  difference  which  can  afford  them  anv  amufe* 
iiient.  Whatever  occafional  warmth  I  may  have  mown  in 
aninoadverting  on  the  opinions  of  my  right  hon.  friend,  f 
have  always  lelt  and  acknowledged  the  grounds  of  his  opi- 
nions to  be  fubflantially  good,  and  ever  difpofed  to  trekt 
them  with  due  deference.  Yet  I  never  could  bring  myfelf, 
in  fome  important  queftiorts,  entirely  to  concur  with  hiiiK 
'Jlie  volunteer  fyftcm,  for  inflance,  I  have  ever  thought, 
and  do  ilill  think,  entitled  to  the  higheft  admiration,  and 
to  tile  paiticular  gratitude  of  the  country.  I  really  do  be* 
Ifcve  that  the  e^cillence,  the  number,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
voiuntecis,  had  more  power  oii  the  mind  of  the  encmy^^ 
had  more  c.ffe6t  in  making  him  Ihrink  from  attenrpting  the 
execution  of  his  menaced  attack,  than  all  our  other  force;. 
1  will  not  take  upon  myfelf  to  fay  that  I  have  received  any 
ccttain  knowledge  upoi  this  fubjc£t,  but  I  have  enough  to 
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jvftify  in€  in  aflerting*  tb«t  ibe  voluRleera  pr<i4iW5f  A  a  ^wofr: 
imfXKtam  cffcA  on  :Uie  jrcfolMUons  of  the  Fr«flck.gq^ieiiln 
meat,  -and  paiiicalarly  on  the  mind  of.  TaHeyraud ;  and  tbH 
was  naturally  to  be  expeded,  for  t))at  g^lbiijt;  body  I'ervcd  ta 
^lilodge  tk^  opinion  which  generaJly  exifted  mv France  .witl% 
refpeft  to  this,  nation.  .  l!he  volunieei*  ihcwcd  naoft:  faiifr^' 
faaofily  that  Uie  **  Ihopkeeping,  in^olenit  iuKurious"  peo4* 
pie  of  this  country  jverenot  difpofod  to  loll  oa'|heircouche^ 
in  a  time  of  public  danger,  and  truft  wholly  to  an  hked 
anny  for  their  diefence.  Whether  the  voUhitcer  fyftoir 
was  or  was  not  o^^eptionable  in  the  £rfl  cunftru£Uon  of  ic,' 
it  muft  be  matter  of  latisfaiflion  to  all  mt^n  to.knowtlm  iiuK 
portent  fa£t;  aod  it  muft  fijirnifh  aground  i^r  pecuKar  coha 
gratulation  to  the  volunteers  themfelvesto  liivi  that  they.ii^i 
(o  materially  contributed  to  the  fafety  of  tl>e.  flat^,  aiid*  ta 
the  character  of  the  country  alfo.  For  they  bad  convinced 
the  enemy  that  all  his  calculations  reipe£)iiig  us  were  un-. 
founded.  The  volunteers  have  convinced  bimof  tlie  refen 
lute  fpirit  and  unconquerable  mind  of  the  nation.  I  there- 
fore cannwt  but  J)e  pioud  of  the  fupport  I.  have  uni&rnnl|r 
given  to  the  voluRjeer  fyftem,  howevei»  much  i  may  regret 
my  difference,  of  opinion  with  my  ^right  hon.  fiicnd,  .witli 
whom  )  ciinnot  help  repeating  (bat  I  aIfo'.4ifier  upcm 
aaotiicrfin;)portant  point ;  I  iiili  retain  the  opinion  that  I  fo 
often  before  ftatcd^  that  the  military  force  of  iliis  country, 
ought  to  be  vaM^dy  and  tha^.gre^^t  advaotagea  a«*ife  from  out 
various  defcripiipas  of  force*  For  whatever  may  be  my 
.confidence  in  the  charadcr  and  difpofiiion  of  the  regular 
army,  {  muil:  fay,  that  my  opinion  ha^under,goiie  oo  chaise; 
that  the,  people  of.^ny  ci^intry  cannot  long  retaixi  tliciriid 
berty  who  tfuft  altogether  tp  an  hired  army«  Some  gentle-^ 
men,  I  uiKierftai^d,  have  faid,  that  it  would  be  inspradent 
to  adopt  this  moti<V2t  that  the  repeal  at  prefent  of  the  aft 
to  ivhicli;  it.  refers  would  damp  the  fpirit  of  tlie  country^ 
But  I  would  ferioufly  put  it  to  the  candour  of,  thofe  gentle* 
mtxit  whethjer  it  j& rational  to  apprehend. llxat  the  repeal^ 
an  afl  which*  according  to  the  knowledge  and  confei2ion':<if 
every  body,  has  totally  faUed,  cquld  create  any  difmay  t  i 
think  the  contrary  is  tl)e  rational  calculation,  fiut^wiijit 
Will  be  fail]  of  the  hiil  wh^o  the  time  and  m«nner  in  which 
it  was  introduced  is  called  to  the  recolledlion  of  the  houfef 
When,  the  righ^  hon.  author  of  this  bill  was^  <»tut  of  officeV 
he  exclaimed  loudly  againfl  the  imbecility  and  insidivit?  of 
bis  pr edecc(]ori  ke.ilatcd  what  a  force  he  ibould  prochjct 
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iir  bis  pfiins  tivere  adopted.    He  complained  of  the  limited 

•cioont  of  ibc  force  which  bis  predcceflbr  was  able  to  taife. 

Yet»  after  aH  the  pompous  vaunting  pledges  of  the  ligHt 

faon.  gentleniaa;  afler  all  his  promiies  of  afitivity  arid  vi^ 

gour,  when  I's  come  in,  what  does  1  do  f  Can  any  man  fay 

that  he  has  not  completely  broken  his  promifes  to  this 

liotffe  andthecouatl'y^    After  then  the  notoriety  of  fuch 

fcittire,  and  particularly  with  refpeft  to  this  bill;  Is  it  not 

idk  and  abfurd  to  tr II  the  houfe  that  it  would  be  indifcreet, 

that  it  would  be  (hocking  to  mention  a  word  about  the 

fiUlure  to  the  country  ;  that  we  (bbuld  keep  the  thing  fnug 

to  ourfel^es  ?.  Such  a  mockery  is  not  to  be  endured.     What, 

after  the  only  meafure  which  the  right  kon.  gentleman  ha^ 

introduced  (ilice  he  difpo^iTed  his  predecellbr,  has  proved 

inefficient  ai  to  the  railing  of  men  which  was  its  profefled 

objed,  to  be  told  that  this  meafure  (hall  ftill  be  allowed  to 

so  on  now  that  it  is  entirely  become  a  tax  bill  1  «3'he  dciiiand 

implies  extraordinary  confidence.     Before  the  right  hon. 

'  gentleman  returned  to  power,  before  be  had  focceeded  in 

femoving  «#hat  he  and  his  friends  fo  often  termed  the  rub* 

bifh  that  ftood  in  his  way,  we  were  told  much  of  the  extra* 

ordinary  things  that  he  had  in  contemplation  for  the  defence 

<oS  the  country.    We  were  told,  indeed,  that  our  faivation 

could  only  be  efie^d  by  tbis^reat  Casfar;  and  yet  what 

has  he  done  to  juftify  thofe  aflertions  P^iterally  nothing. 

He  may  (hew  a^regular  army  on  paper,  but  whatever  really 

exifts  is  not  attributable  to  him.     He  has  made  no  contribu^ 

tion  towardsit,  and  therefore  the  hopes  excited  by  hispar* 

tiians  have  been  wholly  difappotnted.    The  houfe  and  the 

country  btfve  had  ample  opportunity  of  awreciating  the 

fight  hon.  gentleman's  powers.     The  deluiion  whica  his 

advocates  had  fpread  no  longer  exifts ;  it  is  completely  difl 

fipated  by  the  failure  of  this  bill.    To  talk  of  concealing 

that  failure  from  the  country  is  quite  nonfenfe ;  for  in  this 

cafe  the  people  themfelves  are  bebind  the  icenes,  th'ejr  are 

wider  the  apron  of  this  great  puppet*(how,  and  therefore  it 

is  ridiculous  tofpeak  of  concealing  the  fa£k  from  thofe  who 

know  it  as  well  as  we  do.    The  great  points  to  be  confi- 

dered  by  the  houfe:  with  refped  to  the  motion  I  have  the 

bonour  to  fubmit  are  tb^fe ;  firft,  has  the  bill  to  which  thatt 

motion  refers  failed  of  producing  the  tfftdt  which  it  pro« 

fefifed  originaiiy  to  have  m  view  ?  fecondly,  if  it  has  failed, 

i»it  likely  by  its  future  operation  to  atone  for  that  failure  } 

•ad  if  not|  thirdly,  would  the  repeal  of  it  be  attended  with 
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aoy  danger?  J^pw»  as  to  the  firft  pointa  it  if  admitted  on 
all  bands  that  tbe.a&  has  completely  failed;  flad.UwiU  be 
recolledcd  that  the  etteds  f  rotnifed  froQi  it  ifveve«oCy  ac- 
cording to  the  language  of  its  author  and  ad^catea*  to  hm 
produced  by  degrees,  but  at  once.  The  rigbt  bon.  geiulo* 
man  vaunted  fliat  it  was  only  necelTary  to  place  .hini  IQ 
power  to  enable  him  to  t^iife.fuch  an . efiedive  difpoikblc 
array  as  Ihould  qualify  the  people  not  merely  to  defend  tbc 
Counciy>  but  **  to  hurl  back  the  proud  infulting. menaces^ 
the  enemy.''  It  has  been  obferved  that  my  right  boa* 
friend  on  a  former  day  treated  this  (ubje£t  with  much  {evityt 
which  (hewed  that  he  really  did  not  coniider  the  ftate  of  the 
country  daiTgerous  or  requiring  fuch  farther  meafure»<of  de« 
fence  as  he  recommended.  But  howeyer  impoi;tanC«ii4 
grave  the  fubje^t  of  our  military  defence  may  be,  and  how« 
ever  necefliry  it  may  be  ferloufly  to  confidcr  every  point 
conneded  with  it,  I  would  appeal  to  the  candour  of  gen-^ 
tlenien  whether,  when  the  lofty  promifes  of  the  right  bon. 
parent  of  this  bill  we^e  compared  with  the.  refult,  it.  waa 
poflible  to  avoid  ridiculing^ bis  preteniions?  Is  not  the  failure 
of  his  promifes  obvious?  If  he  promifed  to'raife  men  andr 
could  only  raife  money,,  did  be  perform,  his  promife  ?  NOf. 
not  even  fo  ntrarly  as  if  he  had  promifed  to  procure  borfes 
for  the  carriage  of  the  cavalry  in  (he  fields  and  inftead  -^ 
that  bad  furniifaed  oxen  to  draw  the  baggage.  Let  me  not 
then  be  told  that  the  right  boa.  gentlenun  has  performed 
fats  contra£t.  In  order  to  render  his  failure  evident,  it  ia 
<^nly  neceflary  to  look  at  the  returns  on  the  table  of  the 
general  ihte  of  the  army,  and  of  this  additional  defence > 
aft  in  particular.  It  will  be  feen  in  thofe  returns  that  the 
army  under  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  predeceflbr  was  not 
merely  not  improved  by  the  )>oafied  energy  of  the  right 
lion,  gentleman,  but  that  it  was  rather  deteriorated.  I  ap- 
prehend tt*will  be  faid  that  no  inc^uiry  ought  to  bte.inftituted « 
under  the  adminiftration  of  the  right  hon.  gentlenian,  bow* 
ever  neteflary  it  was  under  his  predeceilpr*  It  is  no  doubt 
convenient  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  friends  to  main«- 
tain  that  dodrlne  at  prefent ;  but  if  an  inquiry  were  to  take 
place,  I  have  good  reafon  to  think  tbtt  xbc  ught  bon*  geflk*  < 
tfeman's  adminiftration  would-be  foupd  to  be  not  lefs  defect  - 
tive  in  the  navy  than  in  the  army.  1  have  heard  it^0[erted 
that  fifty  Ihips  have  been  added  to  our  naval  force  iin^ 
the  nght  hon.  gentleman's  accei&on  to.  pow^e^;  b^tthis  I 
moft  pofltlvely  deny.  If,  however,  I  was  to  demand  an  in« 
Vol.  1. 1805.  }  M  ^uiryt 
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qairjf  to  aicerUin  this  faA,  I  fuppofe  it  would  be  refufcd, 
tm  tne  ground' that  the  cbaraAet  oF  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  tbe«dBiiraUy  is  fiaeh  as  to  preclude  the  neceflity  of 
inquirjw^-diat  k  is  peculiarly  eatitled  to  confidence.  But 
-mmtt  if  that  noMe  lord  hereafter.  I  Ihall  now  lhew»  front 
«  ftoit  review  of  the  reoums  on^  the  tabfe,  what  the  exer- 
tions  of  the  right  hon.  gentleofian  have  produced  for  the 
!army9  and 'how  the  eewitry  ha»  reafon  to  feel  from  the 
jchaoge  whkb  placed  th^  right  hon.  gentleman  in  power. 

til  Jan.  1804  the  whole  of  our  army  amounted  to  19 j, 099- 
In  Jan.  1^05  *   "        ditto  -        -  to    143,651 


Ihjan.  1804  the  mHitia. 
b  Jan.  1805        ditto 


Xfeficieno]F 


BeficieDcy 


Tbtat  of  amiy  and  militta  in  Jan.  1804 
"'    '        Ditto.  in  Jan.  1805^ 


The  cavalqr  in  Un.  1894 
•  Bftto  1806 


The  utilUry  in  Jan*  1 804 
'    'Ditto  180^ 


The  foreign-troops  in  1-804 
•     Ditto       •  W05 


Deficiency 


Increafe 


locreaie 


Increafe 


47,448 

109,947 
85»519> 

24»42S 

30l,()4& 
229,J170 

71,876. 

17,1771 
21,223 

4*046^ 

7»66L 
8,51T 

a5& 

13,710^ 
21,028 

7,318^ 


Bui,.  notwitliftaBding  the  increafe  in  thefe  departments,  it 
eodd  not  ftirelvbe  pretended  that  that  in  the  foreign  corp», 
fdr  iiiftaoce^  added  any  thing  to  the  difpofable  force  of  thi& 
cgantry.  What  were  5000  men,  the  amount  of  the  addi- 
tioi^at  Ceylon,  to  the  kind  of  foaee  which  it  was  the.  objedV 
...  ,      •  of 
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of  the  additioful  force  a£k  to.raife  ?  or  how  ini>  .ihe.  riebt! 
hon;  gentleimn  eotitledto  cbim  wj  merit  firom^tM  a&i* 
tion?  There  was  an  aijgnaeotati<Ni>  it  appealed,  of  <Hir^tp* 
vairy  and  artillery ;  but  there  wa9  aa  afiuai  redttdioft  ^f  the  > 
infantry  of  our  regular  army*  i^a^oj^ntiag lo  853  men;  a^^l 
any  augmentation  that  has  fallen  place  in  the  difierent  dcs« . 
fcriptiona  of  force  I  have  alluded  )o»  or  in  the  htack  troops . 
of  the  Weft  Indies,  Is  attributable  of  right  to  the  right  hoiu  - 
gentleman's  predeceflbr.     The  meafuies  which,  prodfiead 
i'uch  augmentation  were  in  operajLion  before  the  ngbt  hoa«  * 
gentleman  came  into  office.    But  with  refpeft  to  the  a&  . 
•under  conilderation,  nd  incr eafe  of  our  force  at  CeyioOf  in 
the  Weft  or  Eaft  Indies,  has  connexion  with  this  bill. 
ilie  objed  of  the  bill  was  to  raife  a  difpofaUe  force  foe 
fngland,  and  in  that  obgeft  it  has  not  fucceeded.  -  The  ad*  . 
^tion  of  1 UOOO  men  to  the  whole  of  our  military  forces  ia 
the  year  1804»  which  has  been  fo  much  boafted  of,  is,  I 
contend,  owing  to  the  provi^ons  of  the  right  hon.  gentle^  . 
man's  prcdeceUor,  whofe  admiaiftration  it  was  fo  much  the 
filhion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  advocates  todev- 
fcribe  as  milk  and  water.,  as  naufeeus  broth,  &c. .  £ut  I  be* 
lieve  that  many  of  thofe  gentlen^en  would  now  be  ready  to 
jetraA  their  words.     Whether  they  would  or  not,  1  feel 
quite  certain  Ihat  I  happened,  with  fotpeoUser  gentlemen 
on  this  fide  of  the  houfe,  to  be  perfectly  right  in  our  oph- 
nlon,  that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  predeceflTor  ihould 
be  removed,  an  adminiftratioa  much  more  deferviog  the 
4:hara6ler  of  imbecility,  and  fometUng  worfe,  would  follow. 
In  this  apprebenfion  we  were  but  top  well  founded.    The 
Tight  hon*  gentleman  had  promifed  and  performed  notiiiog; 
Ine  incresde  <rf  thecavalry  arofe  from. the  plan  of  rgiiing 
men  for  rank^  the  raifing  of  the  Gertpan  legion,  and  the 
augmentation  of  the  artillery  entirely  belonged  to  the  pror 
jtct  of  the  right  hon.  genilemaa^s  predece^or.    The  merit 
of  the  whole  belonged  to  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of 
his  raajefty^s  eouncils— council  I  mean  fA  laugh).    Whe- 
ther that  noble  lord  be  at  prefent  really  as  well  as  nominally 
at  the  head  of  the  coancil,  I  do  not  mean  to  inquire,  nor. 
do  I  think  It  a  matter  of  any  confequence.     My  objeA  is 
to  ihew  that. the  right  hon^  gentleman  has.difappointed  ih^ 
expedations  whidi  bis  aifurances  excited  ;  that  his  abufe  of 
his  predeceilbr  was  unfounded,  and  that  k'  he  be  enabled  to 
fend  any  force  out  of  the  cpunjLry,  or  to  perform  any  «c- 
he  owes  the  capacity  of  doing  fo  to  I.ord  Sidmoutb. 
^  M  2  I'hat 
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That  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  derived  no  afljfiancer 
from  the  only  fchemeifor  recruiting  the  army  which  he  haa 
propofed,  will  be  obvious  from  a  view  of  th^  returns  under 
this  additional  force  aft,  which,  in  point  of  h&^  was  iudi- 
crouflf  unpro^uftive.  From  the  5th  of  July,  to  the  5th  of 
February,  this  redoubted  bill  had  only  produced  1295  men 
in  England  and  Wales*  266  of  whom  had  deierted,  or  been 
difchargedy  leaving  only  1029  effedive  men  I'his  was  the 
entire  fruit  of  all  thefe  exertions  of  <*  local  knowlecige  and 
fympathetic  feeling,"  from  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
propofed  to  obtain  fo  much.  For  this  amount  of  men  h?id 
all  the  lords  lieutenants  and.  deputy  lieutenants,  bailifis, 
overieerSt  conftables,  and  parim  officers,  been  put  in 
motion  ;  for  this  fmall  number  of  recruits  had  little  lefs  than 
40,000  perfons  been  fet/  to'  work.  Out  of  the  number  I 
have  mentioned  wt)ich  were  raifed  under  this  afi,  it  appears 
timt  323  men  have  enliiled  for  general  fervice,  which  is 
ajbout  4i  men  for  each  county.  Of  this  number,  however^ 
88  of  iiRbi^h  were  raifed  for  the  parifhes  by  the  regular  re^ 
cfuitin^  offi<!ci$^  Sl^defertedy  and  33  were  difcharged  as  unfit 
forfc^rvice.  In  Ireland,  the  return  under  this  a£l  is  1031  mea. 

.  The  zeal  of  that  country  was  quite  fatisfied  to  get  on  a  ievef 
with  the  produce  of  this,  but  here  it  thought  proper  to  flop. 
Not  one,  however,  of  thefe  men  has  enlifted  into  the  re* 
gttlar  fervice.  So  much  for  Ireland.  But  to  retdrn  to  this 
country — it  feems  to  be  the  cafe  that  the  parilhes  have  fel- 
dom,  under  this  ad,  furnifhed  a  good  foldter,  and  particd- 
larly  in  the  liianufi^uring  counties.  The  objeft  of  thofe 
officers  was  rather  generally  to  get  rid  of  vagrants — fo  ihkt 
the  greater  number  colleAecl  from  the  manufaduring  coun^ 
ties  were  found  to  defert  or  to  be  unfi^  for  fervice.  Of  the 
number  raifed  by  parilh  officers  who  enlifted  for  general 
iervice,  52  were  from  Lancafhire,  half  of  whom  deferted  ; 
and  what  was  the  cafe  with  refped  to  Kent,  where  the  right 

horn  gentleman's  influence,  one  wouFd  fuppofe,  muft   be 

J>owerful  ?  Why  it  furniftied  eleven  men,  all  of  whom  de- 
erted.  But  I  would  beg  the  particular  attention  of  the 
hoofe  to  the  produce  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  which  the 
right  hon.  gcncieman  is  fo  peculiarly  cohheftcd ;  where  his 
has  fo  much  weight,  both  in  his  civil  and  military  capacity; 
where  he  is  faid  to  be  fo  much  adored  as  a  general  and  as  a 
pian.  The  Cinque  Ports  have  produccfl  one  man;  and  nO 
/doubt  he  is  an  extraordinary  man,  if  one  could  fee  bim. 
Hois,  perhaps,  a  Milo  or  Hercules,  and  might  be  equal  to 

-  '       the 
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the  numerous  produce  of  another  diftrifV ;  as  in  the  fable 
of  the  iionc&  and  the  fow,  where  the*  liohefs  hid  to  tlie 
latter,  what  iignifies  your  nuiAerouSj  brood  ?  I  have  but  one 
-^/ed  ille  lio  est  (A  laugh).  I  remember  a  ftbry,  that  after 
an  engagement,  iome  perfons  inquired  for  Lord  DonegalPs 
regiment,  anxious  to  know  its  fate;  one  foidier  appeared* 
and  exclaimed,  **  I  am  Lord  Donegall's  regiment"  (A 
hud  laugh).  Perhaps  this  man  from  the  Cinque  Ports 
would  be  found  iffc  agmen  (A  laugh).  To  be  ferious,  I 
cannot  bur  confider  this  bill  on  the  whole  a  difgrace  to  its 
author.  Though  I  fiate  this,  I  would  not  be  underflood  to 
infinuate  that  whatever  dtfierence  of  opinion  may  prevail  ' 
on  particular  points,  we  are  not  ail  of  us  of  one  heart  and 
oQe  mind,  as  to  the  neceffity  of  providing eiFeftualiy  for  the 
defence  of  this  country.  I  mean  then  that  this  hill  is  a  dif- 
gracefrom  its  total  incflicacy,  and  fr6m  its  mode  of  attempt- 
ing to  be  efBcactous.  It  iirft  goes  into  the  parifh  as  a  beg-  . 
gar,  and  if  unfuccefsful  in  begging,  it  aflfumes  the  charaAer 
of  a  bully  ;  it  tells  the  parifh  officer,  **  if  you  do»ffOtraife 
the  men  I  defire,  Fd  advife  you  to  ix\j^^KO^  a  certain 
place,  or  I'll  mul£t  you  to  double  that  #nount."  To  thofe 
who  complain  fo  much  of  the  parifh  officers  not  having 
^M  their  duty  under  this  bill,  I  would  afk  why  the  privy 
council  did  not  fet  them  a  good  example,  by  doing  their 
duty  ?  Had  the  privy  council  done  fo,  the '  proclamation  of 
Lqrd  Hawkelbury  would  nor  have  been  delayed  fo  long. 
From  this  inflance  of  neglect  in  the  privy  council  I  IhouLd 
think  it  would  be  neceflary  in  any  future  a6ls,  where  that 
council  fbould  have'  any  duty  to  execute,  that  a  eiaufe 
Should  be  infened  to  inflift  a  penalty  upon  them  for  neg« 
led.  A^  to  the  double  penalty  threatened  on  the  parifhet 
which  are  deficient  under  this  ad-,  I  think  the  colledtion  of 
it  would  not  be  Icfs  difficult  than  opprefSve.  7*his  bill  was  ' 
originally  laid  to.  be  for  the  purpofe  of  expedition,  yet, 
when  we  coipplain  of  its  failure  in  this  refped>  we  are  told 
to  wait,  that  it  will  ftill  operate  what  it  promifed.  Wb 
have  heard  a  good  deal  lately  of  the  preparation  of  car* 
riages,  for  the  fpeedy  conveyance  of  foldiery,  &c.  Now; 
fuppoA;  any  roan  came  forward  and  faid,  *«  deftroy  all  thofe 
vehicles;  I  have  got  one  on  a  new  principle,  that  will  carry 
twenty  men  at  the  rate  of  eight  miles  an  houi'."  Suppof0 
all  thofe  carriages  weredeflroyed,  and  the  bo^fler  were  re* 
lied  on.  Welt,  the  twenty  men  get  into  his  new  carriafgc 
to  let  o^  to  Windfor ;  fome  hours  afterwards  you  meet  hirri 
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and  the  raen  at  Kenlington— -on  coming  back  ? — ^no»  but  on  * 
fab  progrefsy .  for  be  had  abfolutely  got  no  further.  Still  tlie 
boaiier  would  fav,  give  me  tione  and  I  will  yet  accomnlifh 
the  journey.  Wiiat  would  you  fay  to  fuch  a  man  ?  And  yet 
esuAly  iiroilar  is  the  language  which  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  holds  to  the  hoofe  with  regard  to  this  bill.  If  ;^  mait 
were  to  perfuade  you  to  throw  away  your  folunderbufs,  and 
offer  a  gua  of  bis  invention  in  its  ftead,  after  hearing  the 
inan's  praife  of  hi«  inveaiion,  you  attempt  to  fire  it  off^it 
miiies  fire— it  bums  priming.  But  ftiil  fae  uiges  you  to  keep 
it  to  your  (houldery  aiTuring  you  that  it  only  hangs  fire. 
This  you  might  do  for  a  little  time ;  but  what  would  you 
think  of  your  man  if  his  gun  -  bung  fire  for  fix  months,  as 
this  bill  has  done?  M  ^^^tgij  Why  really.  Sir,  it  is  iropof- 
fible  to.  look  at  this  bill  in  any  way  without  laughing  at  it. 
The  right  hon,  gentleman  propoied  that  it  (hould  furnifh  a 
fword  and  a  (hield  for  the  country — but  it  nOw  turns  out  that 
this  fword  is  pnly  fit  to  be  a  foup  iadle,  and  the  fliieid  a  fifli 
piibl^^^^K£^.  The  right  hon.  gentlemao,  however,  and 
his  fiieiraHpkk|^^mpted  to  folace  the  country  for  the 
failure  of  thison^^^  ailerting^  that  an  addition  has  been 
made  under  bis  adminiftration  to  the  amount  of  our  naval 
force  i  but  this  I  pofitively  deny.  I  aflert  that  nothing  has 
been  added  to  our  naval  force,  and  that  the  navy  itfelf  rs  in 
II  date  much  inferior  to  that  ta  which  Lord  St.  Vincent  left 
it.  When  we  come  to  examine  the  ftft  as  to  the  fifty  ihipt 
^lleged  to  have  been  added  to  the  navy  under  the  prefent 
admiraltv>  we  (hail  find  that  no  lefs  than  30  of  them  were 
old  Weft  (ndiamen;  that  one  50  gun  (hip  that  was  fent  to 
\he  Downs  was  pronounced  incapable  of  keeping  tlie  fea^ 
skhd  Tent  back  into  port;  that  another  of  the  new  Tcfiets* 
the  Weymouth,  fent  to  convoy  fome  mcrchantmeti  with 
Which  (he  could  not  keep  company,  was  from  her  not  being 
fea-worthy,  incapable  of  making  her  way,  and  therefore 
kcjp:  back  the  convoy.  It  (would  alfo  appear*  on  in- 
quiry that  the  prefent  admiralty  had  ordered  the  purchale  ' 
of  fome  Wefl  Indiamen  in  the  river,  which  were  reported 
to  that  board  to  be  incapable  of  being  made  fit  for  ufe  at 
the  time  of  the  purehafe,and  which  were  (till  lying  in  the 
river.  Such  are  the  (bipis  of  war  .which  the 'prefent  vigorous 
admiralty  bas«added  to  our  fleet,  and  they  bave»  againft  that 
addftion,  reduced  it  by  difraantling  feven  (hips  of  the  lihe 
and  fcveral  frigates.  By  the  bye,  as  a  fample  of  the  wifilom 
of  buildii^g  vcflels  of  war  in  merchants  dock-yards,  wbicll 
the  right  bon«  gentleman  oncefo  ftrongly  recommended,  all 
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ibofe  difmantled  vtOhh  bad.been  (b  built,  and  not  one  df 
them  had  been  in  oTe  above  feven  years.  The  addition  of 
men  alleged  to  be  made  to  the  naval  fervice,  under  the  pre^ 
fent  admiralty^  does  not^xceed  5000.  Will  then  any  man 
attempt  to  compare  the  pTefent  fiift  losd  of  the  admiralty, 
in  point  of  vieour  and  efficiency,  with  his  noble  and  gallant 
predeceflbr  ?  The  comparifon  would  be  ridiculpus,  and  yet 
the  right  bon.  gentleman  on  tiie  other  fide  thought  proper^ 
.on  a  former  occaiion,  ia  reply  toa  ^ueftion,  to  which  no  aU 
hifion  of  Xuch  a  nature  was  naturally  called  for,  to  arraiga 
the  conduft  and  charader  of  that  highly  defervtng  noble* 
isian.  I  fay  it  was  not  fit  or  becoming  in  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  to  do  fb.  He  had  accufed  the  noble  lord  without 
.affording  him  any  profped  of  an  opportunity  of  coming  ta 
trial  or  refuting  the  accufation.  I  know  that  the  aobte  lord 
rs  ready  to  vindicate  his  charader  from  any  charge  that  catt 
be  broufbt  againft  h,  and  that  he  pants  for  a  full  inveftigg^l- 
iion  of  his  condnA.  If  the  pre(ent  adminiftia^M^iilHfet^ 
iqrant  him  that,  and  it  fbould  becom^uH|[pl^lrom  th^ 
circumfiances  of  the  country,  to  cal^M^noble  lordintfr 
the  fervice^-to  raifc  his  flag,  with  this  imputation,  caft  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  ftill  lyin^  on  his  charader-* 
whajt,  1  would  aik,  might  be  the  coniequences  to  the  dtfct- 
^ine  of  the  fleet  ?  I  am  afraid  that  in  iuch  a  cafe  the  mi- 
sifter  would  be  found  to  have  incurred  a  deep  refponfibility 
to  his  country.  The  right  boa*  gentleman  has  thrown  out 
a  half  charge  againft  tb^  noble  lord,  that  he  was  difpole  J 
to  tyranny^  and-  what  muft  be  the  confe(|uence  of  fuch  a 
f  eprefentation  upon  the  difcipltne  and  opinion  of  the  failora 
who  mJght  be  placed  under  thecoounand  of  the  noble  lord  i 
Having  laid  io  much  as  to  the  matter  and  iIm  effe£ls  of  Chi» 
bill,  I  beg  to  lay  a  word  upon  the  bill  itfelf.  In  looking 
•ver  it,  every  claufe  feems  to  be  drawn  up  with  a  chara£ter<« 
iftic  degree  <k  confidence!  It  ftates,  firft,  that  whereas  it  is. 
■eceXiary  to  raife  8&,00(>  men;  it  prapofes  to  raife  that 
number  within  the  year.  In  the  next  year  it  propoTes  to* 
raife  aa  many  men  as  fiiould  be  necefiary  to  fupply  the  de- 
licien^es  occaffonedf  io  the  additional  force,  &c.  by  enlift'* 
ntents  for  general  fervice*.  Afterwards,  the  (bill  becomes^ 
fbmewhat  moderate,  and  promifes  to  fupply  fubffitutes 
«nly.  for  9000  men  each  year,  which  is  the  efiimated 
amount  of  entiftment  for  general  icrvice,  and  the  fubfiitures*. 
are  not  to  exceed  that  number.  But  the  moft  curious  pare 
#f  tlias  curious  bill  is,  that  the  parilh  officera^are^  reftrained. 

froa:^ 
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from  procuring  men  bcfond  a  certain  distance  from  their  re- 
spective  parishes,  while  the  regular  recruiting  officer,  who  Is  to 
provide  the  men  in  case  the  parishes  fail,  is  at  liberty  to  pro- 
cure those  men  wherever  he  can  get  them.    Another  singular 

'  thing  in  the  act  is,  that  it  is  not  specified  what  bounty  the 
parish  officers  shall  be  permitted  to  give,  whether  one  pound 
or  ten.  This  was  left  at  the  discretion  of  government,  and 
therefore  ministers  may,  if  they  please  to  render  this  tax  pro- 
ductive, levy  the  penalty  of  2ol.  or  40I.  according  to  their 
pleasure.  But  it  is  impossible  these  penalties  can  ever  be  le- 
vied, for  all  parishes  iii  England  are  the  delinquents.    This 

'    defect  in  the  bill  I  have  just  alluded  to  was,  I   recollect,'  cor- 
tccted  in  the  bill  fot  Ireland,  for  in  that  the  bounty  was  li- 
mited to  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of,  the  bounty  settled  for 
the  regular  army.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  say  that 
this  money  to  be  rajsed  from  the  penalties  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  raising  of  men,  I  should  reply  that  that  would  be  no  de- 
fence for  the  tax.    The  right  hon.  gentleman,  indeed,  must 
know  that  the  objg:ts  to  which  it  might  be  intended  to  apply 
any  tax,  w9uld  be  n0  argument  in  £vour  of  that  tax«    Th^ 
friends  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  are  generally  heard,  I  un- 
derstand, to  maintain,  that  although  the  act  under  discussion 
has  completely  failed,  there  is  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  due  to  the  character  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  no  ground  for  alarm,  dismay,  or  inquiry,  as  to 
the  chrcumstances  in  which  we  are  placed;    With  respect  to 
the  claim  of  confidence,  so  confidently  alleged,  I  can  really  see 
no  ground  to  sustain  it.    We  have  heard  much  of  the  inef- 
ficient administration  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  prede- 
cessor, and  I  cannot  perceive  any  particular  difiTerence  that 
has  arisen.     Certainly  the  change  is  such  as  I  cannot  describe, 
nor  can,  I  believe,  any  body  else.     At  the  time  the  admini- 
stration of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  predecessor  was  on  the' 
decline,  the  general  voice  was  for  what  was  called  a  broad- 
bottomed  administration.    My  right  hon.  firiend  on  th^  op- 
posite side  (Mr.  Canning)  expressal  a  particular  wish  for  the 
establishment  of  such  an  administration,  and  I  firmly  believe 
that  he  was  sincere  in  that  wish.   Perhaps  others  were  equally 

,  sincere  upon  that  pointy  but  not  being  acquainted  with  them  I 
cannot  say  positively.  However,  the  wish  so  often  expressed 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  and  so  many  other  gentlemen  in  this 
kouse>  and  so  strongly  felt  by  the  country  at  large,  was  disap- 

Kinted.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  went  into  office  alone — 
t  lest  the  government  sh9uld  become  too  full  of  vigour  firom 
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-  hi^  vigorous  support,  he  thought  proper  tob'eckoh  baclc  some 
/of  the  weakness  of  the  former  administration.  He,  I  sup- 
'  pose,  thought  that  the  administration  became,  from  his  sup^ 
'  port,  like  spirits  above  proof,  and  required  to  be  diluted } 
tiiat,  like  gold  refined  to  a  certain  degree,  it  would  be  unfit 
for  use  without  a  certain  mixture  of  aUoy  y  that  the  admini- 
stration would  be  too  brilliant,  and  dazzle  the  house,  unless  he 
called  back  a  certain  part  of  the  mist  and  fog  of  the  last  ad- 
ministration to  render  it  tolerable  to  the  eye  fA  laugh).  Ai 
■  to  the  great  change  made  in  the  administration  bv  the  intro' 
Auction  of  the  rights  hon.  gentleman  himself,  I  would  ask,  does 
he  imagine  that  he  came  back  to  office  with  the  same  estima- 
tion that  he  left  it  ?  I  am  sure  he  is  much  mistaken  if  he 
fancies  that  he  did.  The  right  hon.  ^ntleman  retired  &om 
ofiice  because,  as  was  stated,  he  could  not  carry  an  important 
^estion,  which  he  deemed  necessary  to  satisfy  the  just  claims 
m  the  Catholics ;  and  in  going  out  he  did  not  hesitate  to  tear  * 
oflTthe  sacred  veil  of  majesty,  by  describing  his  sovereign  a*i 
the  only  person  that  stood  in  the  way  of  this  desirable  object. 
After  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  retirement,  he  advised  the 
Catholics  to  look  to  no  one  but  him  for  th«  attainment  of  their 
rights,  and  cautiously  to'  abstain  from  forming  i,  connexion 
with  any  other  person.  But  how  does  it  appear  now  that  tho 
right  hon.  gentleman  is  returned  to  officer 'He  declines' to 
perform  his  promise ;  and  has  received,  as  his  colleagues  in  ot* 
fice,  those  who  are  pledged  to  resist  the  measure.  Does  adt 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  then  feel  that  he  comes  back  to  of- 
fice with  a  character  degraded  by  the  violation  of  a  solemn 
pl^gc  given  to  a  great  and  respectable  body  of  the  people 
upon  a  particular  and  momentous  oc^casion  ?  Does  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  imagine  either  that  he  returns  to  ofike  with 
the  same  character  for  p<rfitical  wisdom,  after  the  d&criptiofei 
which  he  gave  of  the  talents  and  capacity  of  his  prhiecessor^, 
and  after  having  shewn  by  his  own  attxons  that  his  descri^« 
tion  was  totally  unfounded  ?  ITie  house  will  recollect  the  higl^ 
panegyric  which  he  took  occasion  to  pronounce  upon  the  abi- 
lity of  Lord  Hawkesbury.  Tliat  noble  lord,  the  right  hort. 
gentleman  asserted,  was  more  competent  to  the  office  of  s^« 
cretary  for  foreign  affairs,  than  any  man  on  this  side  of  the 
house  or  in  the  country — my  honourable  firiend  (Mr.  Fox),  to 
'Whom  he  condescend^  to.  pay  that  compliment,  alone  est- 
ceptedVand  yet  he  has  now  cashiered  that  noble  lord  at  quite 
imfitf  for  that  dffice,^  and  turned  him  down  to  the  bffice  of  sd« 
cretary'  for  the  hdine  affairs^^Thus^  adthou^Iv  the  right  h6il. 
Vol.  I.  itk>5.  jN  genttodin 
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gentleman  has  since  undertaken  to  make  such  men  minister^ 
^s  he  thought  fit,  has  set  up  no  other  rule  for  choosing  them 
l)ut  his  own  will,  he  stands  convicted  in  the  recollection trf 
^  the  house  and  the  country,  of  an  utter  incapacity  to  judge 
;  of  the  abilities  of  men.     How  then  can  the  country  confide  m 
hxm,  or  the  cabinet  that  he  construct  ?     If  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  bp  so  incapr.ble  of  forming  a  just  estimate  of 
the  powers  of  men  with  whom  he  was  so  familiar  as^with 
Lords  Sidmouth  and  Hawkesbury,  how  can  he  pretend  to 
speak  as  to  the  competency  of  strangers  ?  How  is  he  able  to 
decide  as  to  the  choice  of  proper  persons  to  fill  the  several  of- 
fices connected  with  the  domestic  and  foreign  relations  of  go- 
vernment ?  How  can  the  right  hon^  gentleman  be  relied  upon 
on  these  important  points  ?  He  has  given  the  most  glaring  cvi-. 
dence  of  his  utter  incapacity  and  ignorance  upon  points  which 
~are  eisfcntial  in  forming  the  mind  of  a  great  statesman,  and 
with  the  notoriety  of  this  evidence  he  c;mnot,  surely,  so  flat- 
ter himself  as  to  fancy  that  his  introduction  to  an  administra- 
^  tion  can  entitle  that  administration  to  the  confidence  of  this 
house  and  tlie  country.     I  wiJl  not  go  minutely  into  an  exa- 
mination of  thecharactersof  thesubaltprn  minivers  with  whom 
he  is  connected,  nor  shall  I  call  on  him  to  explain  what  he 
means  by  counting  noses  in  a  cabinet.    He  seems  to  mean  thaf 
he  would  not  enter  into  any  cabinet  where  he  would  be  obliged 
to  count  r.oses.     But  I  rather  think,  that  at  the  time  he  was 
in  a  cabinet  with  my  right  hon.  friend  on  the  lower  bench 
.(Mfi  Windham),  and  a  noble  friend  of  mine  in  anoth^  house 
(Lord  Grenvllle),  noses  were  counted,  and  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  pretend  to  be  exempt 
from  such  counting,  or  should  attempt  to  do  it  away  altoge- 
.  ther,  unless,  like  the  nose  of  the  man  at  Strasburgh,  alluiied  tt) 
in  Tristram  Shandy*  he  imagines  his  own  nose  of  much  more 
importance  than  that  of  any  ether  man.    But  to  return  to  the 
tight  hon.  gentleman's  extraordinary  claim  to  confidence,  I 
maintain  that  it  is  quite  unfounded,  particularly  because,  for 
the  seasons  I  have  stated,  he  has  returned  to  office  with  a  di- 
minished charsTcter  and  a  recorded  conviction  of  incapacity.  If 
.  then  the  right  hon.  gentleman  be  so  conviaed,  and  has  no 
claim  to  confidence,  where  shall  I  find  grounds  for  it  among 
.his  colleagues  ?  As  to  the  noble  minister  of  war  (Lord  Can^ 
den),  I  presume  he  is  no  wiser  than  when  I  described  his  pre- 
•  teosiotis  before.    The  noble  Idrd  (Castlereagh),  who  sit$  near 
.the  right  hon.  gentleman,  stands  in  rather  an  odd  way  in  tl^ 
|ircsent  administration,  a^  he  did  in  the  l^st.     From  him,  io- 
.ikc4»  the  Cabins  can  derive  no  isriUiancy.    1*he  lord  chan- 
cellor^ 
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celler,  I  suppose,  possesses  the  same  knowledge*  in ' the  qir«« 
sent  cabinet,  as  he  did  in  the  bst.  Here  there  vrik  noi 
^o  change,  and  I  presume  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has* 
not  yet  discovered  that  that  noble  lord  is  ignorant  of  the  law* 
Now  with  respect  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  who  is  chosen  to  fill  that 
office,  the  duties  of  which,  according  to  the  right  hon.  gende** 
man,  no  other  '  man  in  England  but  Lord  Hawkesburjr  and 
my  honourable  friend  was  competent  tp  discharge,  I  should  ba 
glad  to  know  in  what  the  superiority  of  that  nohle  lord  con4 
aists  ?  i'hat  noble  lord,  i  recolkct,  was  at  Toulon,  into  which 
ke  got  through  the  treachery  of  some  of  the  people  of  the 
town.  Whether  ht  managed  well  or.  ill  there,  it  is  not-my 
business-to  inquire,  nor  is  it  material  to  ascertain.  The  noble 
lord  has  now  got  into  a  <*  state  of  comfortable  security''  (al- 
hiding'to  a  phrase  of  the  noble  lord's  in  a  dispatch  from  Tou« 
Ion)  to  which  I  cannot  conceive  him  to  have  any  claim  on  the 
score  of  ability.  But  there  is  certsunly  one  thing  in  faxrour  of 
the  ai^ble  lord,  and  I«ay  h  without  any  partiality  to  him— f^e 
kas  not  had  any  character  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  fA 
fMsJ  laugh).  I'kat  certainly  pleads  for  him,  and  gives  him  a 
decided  aiivantage  ov<r  Lord  Hawkesbury,  who  had  the  mis* 
fortune  of  suffering  so  mpch  by  the  character  given  of  him  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  As  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
not  said  a  word  to  recommend  |he  noble  lord's  ^ibility  for  the 
foreign  office,  he  stands  some  chance  of  being  qualified  for  it. 
There  is  a  noble  dulce  in  the  cabinet  a)s»  who  seems  to  be  in«> 
troduccd  as  an  ornament^  This  noble  duke  appeared  ready  to 
fill  a  place  in  any  cabinet';  no  minister  could  be  distressed  for 
a  person  to  fill  up  a  vacancy  in  his  cabinet,  while  this  obliging 
pc^^onage  was  to  be  found.  Indeed,  however  the  reservoirs 
for  the  iirmy  have  failed,  there  seims  to  be  of  late  a  reservoir 
for  ministers  which  cannot  fail  ;you  have  only,  it  appear8,to  turn 
a  cock,and  out  pops  a  minister.  So  &r  asl  have  gone,  at  least  the 
comparison  will  not  be  denied  to  be  rather  in  favour  of  the  feeble 
administnition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  predecessor.  But 
then  I.  am  told,  there's  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty-*-^  do 
you  forget^  the  leader  of  the  grand  catamaran  project  ?''  Are 
you  not  aware  of  the  important  change  in  that  depai^nent^ 
and  the  advantage  the  country  is  likeiy  to  derive  from  th^ 
change  ? — ^Why,  1  aa^wer,  that  I  do  not  know  of  any  peculiar 
^qualifications  the  noble  lord  has  to  preude  over  the  admiralty, 
but  I  do  know  that  if  I  ^ere  to  >udge  of  him  from  the  kind  of 
capacity  he  evinced  whiie-mtnister  of  war,  I  should  entertain 
little  hopes  of  him.  If,  however,  the  right  hon*  gentleman 
4hould  say  to  me.  Where  else  would  you  put  tb^S  noble  lord  ? 

^N?  V  Would 
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WtmUL  yoa  hive  him  ^pointed  war  minister  again?  I  shookl 
wfi  Ob  no*  by  no  meant— I  remember  too  well  the  apedi^ 
ttoas  to  Tonlony  to  Qii}beroa>  to  Coroicaji  and  to  Holland^  the 
rtipoB^ibility  for  each  of  which  the  noble  lord  took  on  hinb« 
neiif  entirely  releasing  from  any  responsibility  the  commander 
in  dnef  and  the  secretary  at  war.  I  sdso  remember  that^  which, 
although  so  glorious  to  our  arms  in  the  result,  I  still  shall  call 
z  most  unwarrantable  jK-cject-^he  expedition  to  Egypt.  It 
m^  be  said,  that  as  the  nobte  lord  was  so  unfit  for  the  military 
department,  the  naval  was  the  proper  pbce  for  him.  Fei^ 
haps  there  were  people  who  woidd  adopt  this  whimsical  rea^ 
soning*  I  remember  a  story  told  respecting  Mr.  Garrick, 
who  was  once  applied  to  by  an  eccentric  Scotchman,  ta  intro- 
duce a  production  of  hb  on  the  stage.  This  Scotchnum  .was 
such  a  good  humoured  fellow,  that  he  was  called  **  lumest 
lohnay  M'Cree."  Johnny  wrote  four  acts  of  a  tragedy, 
which  he  shewed  to  Mr.  Garrick,  who  dissuaded  him  from 
fishing  it,  teUing  him  that  his  taient  did  not  lie  that  way;  so 
Jobni^y  abandoned  the  tragedy,  and.  set  about  writing  a  co« 
medy.  When  this  was  finished,  he  shewed  it  to  Mr.  Gas^. 
fick,  who  foutid  it  to  be  still  more  exceptionable  than  tfaotnK 
gedy,  and  of  course  could  not  be  persuaded  to  bring  it  for^ 
ward  on  the  stage.  This  surprised  poor  Johnny,  and  he  re* 
monttrated.  ^  rfay,  now,  David  (said  Johnny),  did  you  not 
tell  me  that  my  talents  did  not  He  in  tragedy?"  '*  Yes  (re»- 
plied  Garrick),  but  I  did  not  tell:  you  that  they  lay  in  oo^ 
medy.'  "  Then,"  exclaimed  Johnny,  "  gin  they  dinna  lie 
there,  whare  the  De'il  dittha  lie,  mon  ?"  (^  loud  laugL)  Un*. 
less  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  has  the  same 
reasoning  in  his  mind  as  Johnny  M^Cree,  he  cannot  possibly 
suppose  that  his  incapacity  for  the  direction  of  the  war  de«* 
pmmcnt  necessarily  qualifies  him  for  the  presidency  of  the 
nairal.  Perhaps,  if  the  noble  lord  be  told  that  he  has  no 
talents  for  the  latter,  his  lordship  may  exclaim  with  honest 
J(AaM^Cree>  ^*  Gin  they  dinna  lie  there,  whare  the  De^il 
dittha  Mtf  mon?'*  (A  hud  laugh%)  With  r^rd  to  the 
nilitary  system,  I  must  confess  that  I  am  a  nriend  to  it* 
The  high  bounties  have  been  complained  of,  but  this  evil 
doies  not  originate  m  the  system  itself,  but  from  the  abuse 
of  the  systenu  JBut  when  you  expect  a  higher  d^ree 
of  discipline  in  the  militia  than  is  consistent  with  the  nature 
of  that  service,  when  you  carry  the  troops  to  a  great 
iiistance  from -their  homes,  the  bounty  must  be  in  proportioa 
to  the  service  required.  |, cannot  conceive  a  more.mcritorW 
ous  character  than  that  of  the  men  of  property,  who  leave 
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tteir  lMNhe»  and  their  omifbitfl  to  bring*to  a  proper  slate  of 
difcipltne  these,  regitheats;  iMit  when  you  break  your  faith  with 
the  troops^  when  you  pot  them  in  situations  where  it  is  im<« 
pOKibfe  for  thcia-to  refuse  compliance  with  your  unreason- 
aUe  proposals,  when  yoa  place  them  in  the  way  of  snapping 
thdr  fingers  in  theiaces  of  their  ofEicers,  is  it  wonderful  that 
a  high  Imnty  should  be 'demanded  ?  They  have  been  en^ 
trapped  into  foreign  service,  they  have  been  sent  to  Holland, 
to  Egypt,  and  other  places,  and  it  is  natural  that  the  bounties 
shoi£l  rise  to  an  extraordinary  height.  I  would  say  one  woni 
more  on  the  recniitihg  for  rank.  It  does  appear  to  mo 
chat  there  can  be  no  objection  to  it,  when  you  cannot  easily 
procure  ipen  in  any  other  way.  In  such  a  case,  there  can  he 
no  sexions  harm  in  ushering  brave  young  men  forward  a  little 
qoicker  than  by  the  ordinary  steps.  Besides,  the  more  the 
ranks  of  the  army  are  filled  with  men  of  property  and  inde* 
pendence^  the  less  jealousy  need  be  entertained  of  it ;  and  the 
nMure  wc  may  be  disposed  to  regard  it  with  affection.  Ano- 
ther point  which  has  been  before  insisted  upon  by  my  right 
iMOmirable  fiiend  (Mr.  ^Windham)  is  the  enlisting  of  men  for 
a  fimited  dme.  Considering  the  reasonable  and  advantage* 
ous  natore  of  this  proposition,  it  is  astonishing  to  me  that 
k  yet  remains  to  be  done.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  his 
majesty  would  consent  to  this  if  advt^  to  it  by  his  ministers* 
Since  then  the  hon.  gentleman's  great  plan  has  failed,  why 
not  ait^pi  this  one  ?  This  would  undoubtedly  procure  men» 
and  it  comes  recommended  by  every  argument  of  humanity 
and  justice.  It  is  improper,  to  enlist  poor  boys  for  life,  per- 
haps before  they  well  know  the  nature  of  the  engagements 
they  are  contracting.  .  It  is  improper  in  a  constituticinal  point 
ef  view,  foor  it  is  right  that  those  who^  fight  for  the  con- 
stitution should  have  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  its'  benefits. 
What  do  they  know  of  the  constitution,  according  to  our 
prcxnt  military  system  ?  I  do,  indeed,  believe  that  it  is  the 
best  on  the  face  of  the  earth  $  but  it  is  s&much  the  more  un^ 
fcrtimate  that  our  soldiers  should  be  ignorant  of  its  bfessings. 
Suppose  they  were  sent  in  their  earliest  years  to  a  fore^si 
country,  and  there  told  to  fight  for  their  country  and  consti- 
tution ;  they  would  be  informed,  that  they  fought  for  the 
most  glorious  constitution,  uid  the  most  excellent  country  in 
the  world  (  but  then  they  must  be  sensible  that  they  are  no? 
▼cr  to  see  it,  and  what  in  this  case  does  its  excellence  signify 
to  them  ?  But  if  the  soldiers  were  made  sensible  of  the<bene^ 
fits  of  onr  conatitutipn^  and  brought  to  indulge  the  hope  of 
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beiii«  pcrmiitted  to  «njorits  bleasiiipB;  if  they  should  beitaiiglir 
-tn  Joofc  forward  to  the  indddgcncocffrOtieday  sitting  under  the 
irhade^of  this  spreading  treei  of ixdng refreshed vith^thefr^* 
^nce  of  its  hiosGoms,  and  of  tasting  its  fruity  thea'thc  great 
complaint  of  high  bounties,  and  a  want  of  meiTy  wouUI  Wdoiie. 
away<  Now,  Sir,  I  xrould  oall  the  anentt6n  of  one  a:t  of  gen^ 
tlemen  particulariy  to  this  subject.  I  ^ould  reqpest  the  coun« 
tfy  gentleman  to  consider  it  de  mpvOj  and  say  whether  they  cats 
submit  to  the  unjust  tax  that  isrimposec)  by  tills  measure  on 
the  landed  {vopcrty  of  the  country.  Next,  Sir,  I  would  ad-s 
dress  another  S'.^t  of  pcatlcmen,  those  who  supported  the  pre- 
deceasor  of  the  right  lion,  gentleman,*  for  their  concucrcDce  in 
the  motion  which  I  am  now  about  to  propose.  I  gate  that 
noble  lord  my  support,  feeble  as  it  wasTyfrom  a  conviction  that 
he  was  pursuinc^  those  measures*- whidi  were  best  calculated  to 
pronfiote  the  interests  of  the  ccmntry,  and  because  be  Jtept 
the  right  honburable  gentleman  out  of  office*  My  suppcnt 
had  nothing  interested  in  it ;  of  thsft  the  noble  lord  is  bimself 
convinced,  and  so  is  he  from  whom  Ico«ld|iorsq)arate  with* 
out  causing  a  schism  in  my  own  heart.  But  I  call  opon^the 
noble  lord's  friends,  those  whom  he  heaided  in  opposition  to 
this  very  measure,  to  support  me  on  the  present  occaiion.  I 
ask  then  if  the  cioble  lord  himself  had  not  been  placed  in  th^ 
other  honse,  if  no  reconciliation  had  taken  place,  is  there  a 
man  among  his  adherents  who  would  not  vote  with  me 
on  this  occasion  ?  This  bill  only  operates  as  an  impost  tax. 
At  this  moment  when  taxes  ant  feo  heavy,  and  when  ic  b  so 
desirable  that  they  should  be  bornrwith  patience  and  wffling^ 
ness,  care  is  to  be  taken  that  they  be  imposed  in  a  just  and 
impartial  manner.  I  have  seen  die  day  when  the  country 
gentlemen  were  more  independent,  add  more  powerful  in  tfa« 
house.  But  there  is  another  thing  which  is  blamable  in  the 
conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  administratiop. 
The  country  gentlechen  have  not  only  tost  a  great  deal  of  their 
independence,' but  the  peerage  4ias  been  degraded*  During 
the  seventeen  years  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
continued  in  administration,  almost  a  moiety  of  the  house  of 
peers  are  cf  his  creating.  These,  for  the  most  party  were  not 
created  for  any  great  public  services,  but  merely  for  the  coa-  * 
vcnicnce  and  assistance  which  they  ofibrded  to  ministers,  k 
is  impossible  that  these  things  can  go  on  much  longer  with 
.safety  to  the  constitution.  I  would  not  willingly  dwell  upon 
the  circumstance  of  the  preponderance  which  the  right  hoii. 
gentleman  has^^ven  to  th^comnerci^il  in^restsoveriSialandr 
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cd.  I  do  not  ilrish  now.  to  give  an  jr. express  opinion  on  that 
subject;  but  one  thing:  is  certiipy  that 'it  has  created  an  at^d- 
maly  in  this  countt^]^  which' i^  an  assembly  governing  a  large 
tract  df  territory  (-the  East  Indies),  which  isr  not  subject  to  the 
people  of  this  ein{Kie.  i  do  intreat^  that  on  this  decision 
gentlemen  will  lift  themselves  above  all  considerations  of  party, 
and  vote  against  this  measure,  which  is  found  to  be  itiefficient. 
This  is  tiic  only*  way  in  wWch  we  may  be  sure  of  in«pirii^'g 
our  £riends  with  coniidence^  and  our  enemies  with  fear.  This 
is  the  way  in  whitk'wc  may  expect  to  bring  the  present  ar- 
.duous  contest  with  the  tnost  daring,  the  most  enterprising  ene^ 
my  with  whom  we  ever  had  to  contend,  to  a  safe  and  honouT^- 
able- termination.  The  present  question  puts  all  this  at  issue. 
If  gentlemen  vote  with  .me  on  this  occasion,  then  our  owii 
country  will  have  a  pro^r  confidence  in  our  own  exertions. 
£urope  will  be  satisfied  that  the  hands  and  the  hearts  of  the 
nation  are  engaged  in  our  measures.  Foreign  nations  wlio 
may  jo  n  us,  will  be  confident  of  firm  and  active  support ;  and 
vrt  may  Uien  with  boldness  bid  defiance  to  all  the  efifbrts  and 
mAUinaltohsof  tiie  most  ambitious,  the  most  savage^  themost 
j>owtr(iill^  aiid'tnost  unprincipled  foe  that  ever  attempted  to  • 
■dfiturb^the  peacfe  of  the  world,  to  overturn  the  unrivalled  con^ 
"sriitiition,  and  destroy  the  unequalled  blessings  of  a  great,  a 
'£ree»  «nd*a  happy  people.  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  v^nch  ir.ov- 
*ingti&at  tii^  additional  force  act  should  be  read.  This  being 
ordered  •  to  be  entered  as  read,  he  moved  the  repeal  of  the  said 
•ct..      ..*..' 

•The  Chuncillor  of  thr^xchequer — Tt  is  not  my  intention* 
firi  to  fallow  tl>e  boo.  gentlemah  through  all  thofe  various 
digreiGqns,  through  all  thole  multiplied  obfervations,  which 
iit  the  tsoiirfc'of  his  ipeech  he  has  thought  pioper  to  intro- 
lluce..  The  et eater  pait  of  thcfe  bad  no  ibrt  of  conne<5lion 
withithe  qu^ion  more  immediately  before  the  houfe,  and 
"Were  evidently  introduced  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  the  hoit. 
gendcman  an  opportunity  of  (hewmg  how  much  he  was  cav 

J  able  of  conthbucing  to  the  entertainment  of  the  lioitle  bv 
luflrsftions  which  had  no  {>ofiible  relation  to  the  fubjeft 
"prupc^dfor  our:prefent-connderjtion.  But  though  I  view 
^ofe  pmrts  of  the  boo.  gentleman^s  fpeech  as  unworthy  of 
ant  detailed  reply,  and  fhdll  not,  on  that  account,  long  tref- 
<pa(s  on  yotir  attention ;  there  are  one  or  two  of  the  pream*- 
bks  to  bis  ipeech  which  I  feel  it  necefiary  Ihortly  to  advert 
lOy  before  I  enter  on  the  confideration  of  the  motion  uith 
ywbich  the  jbon.ceitcieaian  c^ndtuded'his  ffceeb.  tl'be  .bori. 
•  gentlsmail 
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Srentleman  thought  proper  to  advert,  ia  the  firft  pbct,  to  that 
urprife  which  the  notice  of  his  motion  when  it  was  fiift 
announced  had*  created  on  this  fide  of  the  boufc.'  The 
bon.  genileman,  perhaps,  found  it  convenient  to  fuppoiie 
that  fuch  furprife  exifted,  merely  with  the  view  of  lurnii^ 
it  to  tlie  advantage  of  his  own  argtHnent;  but  it  is  proper 
that  the  houfe  ihouJd  fully  undeiitand  to  what  he  had  al* 
luded.  U  fox  my  part,  know  nothing  of  the  furprife  to 
which  the  hun.  member  has  alluded^  but  I  know  that  the 
hon.  member's,  notice  was  not.  in  the.firft  inftance,  given 
widiin  the'  doors*  of  this  houfe.  ,  When  it  was  firft  given^i 
have  reafoh  to  believe  that  the  only  emotions  which  it  ex- 
cited were  thofe  of  fatisfadion ;  and  when  it  was  renewed 
in  this  houfe»  I  can  teftify  that  it  excited  a  cry  of  exultation. 
There  was  every  reafon  to  think  that  when  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  oppoiite  (Mr.  Windhbm)  brought  forward  bi§ 
motion,  his  friends  were  not  by  any  means  pleafed  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  difcuilion .  was  ciofed.  It  was  with 
reiudance  they  divided  on  the  occafion»  becaufe  thty  were 
jpot  afforded  an  opportunity  of  delivering^^tiieir  fevcral  opi- 
nions. They  could  not  help  voting  when  the  queftioo  was 
fo  loudly. called, for»  and  thoueh  the  boil,  number  who  this 
evening  ojpened  the  bulinefs  has  paid  high  complimenta  to 
the  right  bon.  gentleman^s  eloquence,  there  can  be  no  foct 
of  doubt  that  he  was  not  fatisfied  without  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying  his  own  powers  on  fo  fertile  a  ftibfcft*  The  hoo. 
gentleman  indeed  fufficiently  (hewed,  from  his  condud  o« 
the  former  debate,  that  he  was  not  fatistied  with  the  manner 
in  which  the  debate  was  terminated.  It  Was  not  for  no- 
thing that  the  hon.  member  had  taken  fo  many  pages  of 
notesy  not,  perhaps,  with  the  view  of  anfwering  the  rigfn 
hon.  gentleman's  fpeech»  but  certainly  for  the  purpofe  of 
explaining  his  own  peculiar  views  of  fufagcAs  touched  #h 
in  that  fpeech,  had  not  fume'  difcreet  mediator  diflTuaded 
him  from  the  refolutlon  which  he  had  previoufly  Cirnied.. 
It  cannot  be  imagined  that  thefe  notes  were  taken  for  the 
purpofe/of  anfwering  the  arguments  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Canoing}>  for  ten  days  of  preparation,  have  dapfed 
'before  the  hon.  gentleman  has  thought  himfeif  in  a  fitua* 
tion  to  attempt  this  with  any  thing  like  plaufibifity  or  fuo- 
cefs.  .  In  following  this  courfe  tiic  ho'n.  gentleman  was  no 
doubt  encouraged  by  many  of  his  friends,  who'  wet^  not 
iatisfied  withjhe  rjghs  hon.  gentleman's  ^w  of  the  fyofr> 
ac6».who  il%tf^rd<henfiB^lm  that  tho^bma*  genthraaft 
r*'.   '.  ^^  would 
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woul4  take  up  much  mpre  p^pplar  groui)(]«  and  wbe  ioeki^^ 
fonvard  to  tbe  profpe£l  of  triumphing  under- hh  baiiiieri»v 
Whether  (beic  aatiqipadons  will  be  realia^d*  will  beft  ap^ 
pear»  after  we  have  fairly  entered  on  the ,  difcuffion  of  t^^ 
fubjeft.  RefpeAing  the  furprife  to  which  tbehoii.  gentle* 
man  referred,  I  (hall*  only  add*  that  on  tliis  fide  of  the  houfe 
no  feelit^  was  cntetitained  when  the  refohtUon  of  bringiji^ 
forward  the  prefent  motion  was  announced  but  one,  that 
we  were,  ready  to  enter  on  the  difcuffion  at  whatever  peiJo4 
it  might lieft  fiiit  either  that  or  any  other  hon«  gentleman  t^ 
introduce  it.  Now,  as  to  theiecond  of  the  hen.  gentler 
man's  preambles,  which  was  evidently  intended  to  iconcU 
JiatP  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  I  feel  it  neceflaiy  to  make  H 
few  obfervations.  The  hon.  gentleman  begihs.by  aflfuring 
h»  right  fron.  friend  that  hei.haa  no  with  whaterer  to  ftat^ 
opbliona  contrary  to  tbofe  which  he  bad  laid  down  in  his 
fpeech,  and  thus  attempts  to  lull  afleep  all  apprebenfion  of 
fi  wiHi  to  interfere  with  biifs^^urite  doctrine.  ^  But  hardly  b 
this  opiate  given,  hardly  are  the  compliments  to  the  right 
bon.^entieman's  talents  and  eloquence  uttered,  before  the 
bon.'gentlemaii  enters  on  a  feries  of  obfervations,  all  of 
whtcb'are  calculated  to  awaken. the  jealoufy  of  his  right 
bon«  friend,  and  to  deftroy  even,  the  fundame^al' principles 
of  that  military  fyilem  in  which  he  took  fo  walim  an  inte«> 
reft  If  he  had  cacefullf  feleffaed  topics,  for  a  difference  of 
opinibii,  it  is  dot  eafy  to  fee  how  any  couU>^ave  been  laid 
liotd  of  to  ourk.outa  more  complete  contmriety  of  opinion. 
T%e  hon,  gentleman  has  this  day  expreiled  himfelf  in  terms 
of  fhe  higbeft  approbation  of  the  variety  of  our  military 
force.  Now,  the  ri^ht.  hon.  gentleman  founded  his  whole 
miiitaffV  fyftem  on  us  uniformity,  and  msiAtnins  diat  the 
divifions  of  Volunteers,  of  militia,  and  <^f  reguhrs,  coniUtute 
at  once  itsdifgrace  and  its  ineffieioncy.-  Tlie  right  hon.  gei^ 
tleaianwi(hes  the  volunteer  eftabliOimenir  to  be  difcarded, 
whiiethe  hon.  gentleman  glories  io  being  its  advocate  md 
champion.  Here  then,  on  the  one  hand,  the  boufe  are 
called  on  to  look  to  the  volunteer  eftabliihment  as  difcatded 
and  expiotled,  while  on  the  other  it  is  not  only  defended* 
but  extolled,  as  the  grand  foutce  of  the  fecurity  of  the  cn»- 
pijce.  This  furely  is  a  pretty  glaring  evidence  of  a  diffe- 
rence of.  dpinion,  and  I  leave  ttie  houfe  to  form  their  own  ^ 
refieftions  on  the  fuhje{^.v  But  while  it  is  impoffible  not  to 
ndven  to  this  difference  between  the  two  hon.  members,  I 
idihnot  help  obferving,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  need  not 
'  Vol-*.  I,  1805.  3  O  .  have 
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have  recoorfe  to  all  that  delicacy  which  he  ha^  ufed  on  Hie 
prefent  ocoafion.  It  fo  happens,'  that  on  every  one  of  the 
le&dihg  points^  on  which  the  right  bon.  gentleman^s  fpeech 
on  a  former  occailon  was  founded,  the  right  hon.  gentle-* 
man's  opinions  had  undergone  a  moft  important  revolution. 
He  now  differs  at  much  from  hhnfelf  as  it  is  poflible  for 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  do  on  any  of  the  matters  which  he 
has  this  evening  touched  on  in  his  fpeech.  The  augmen- 
tation of  the  militia,  the  plan  of  railing  proviiioHaJrcavalry^ 
the  meafure  of  obtaining  men  for  rank,  as  well  as  the  call 
on  the  pariflies  for  their  quotas,  all  of  which  meafures  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  now  fo  ftronglv  cenfures,  were  mea*»^ 
fures  adopted  when  he  himfeif  was  along'^with  me  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  cabinet,  and  at  the  fame  time  was  actually  fe6re*» 
tary  at  waY.  I  Ihall  not  now  attempt  to  go  moeh  into  the 
queftion,  How  far  the  opinion  of  the  country  is  to'be  gtrided 
by  the  opinion  ekpreiled  by  an  individual  of  adiriowifdged 
abilities  and  confideration.  But  this  I  feel  myfelf  Entitled 
at  lead  to  fay,  thatif  any  m^n,  as  roinifter,  not  only  ailents 
to,  but  adiuaiiy  brings  forward  meafures  as  a  member  of  the 
cabinet,  and  thinks  proper,  after*  an  interval  of  a  few  yem, 
fevereiy  to  cetafute  the  fame  meafures  when  he  is  out^f 
power,  the.  confidence  of  the  country  in  his  opinion  itiuft 
be  materially  diminiflied.  Now,  Sk^  in  the  year  1796»'the 
right  hon'.  gentleman  not  only  ailented  to  all  the  meafures  I 
have  jufl:  alluded  to,  as  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  but  joined 
jne  cordially  in  bringing  them  forward,  and  wiis  WilKng  to 
take  his  fall  ihare  of  all  the  refponfibiKty  attached  to  them, 
either  in  this  boufe  or  in  the  country.  He  was  thea  as 
much  as  poflibly  could  be  their  parliamentary  author,  and 
now  he  feels  himfeif  called  on  to  condemn  them'  in  terms 
t)f  the  utmoft^feverity.  Thus  much  I  have  thought  it  my 
•duty  to  (ay  asto  the  hon.  gentleman's  preambles.  Of  his 
numerous  digreffioas  I  (hall  hav^  ocoafion'to  fay  a  few 
words  before  I  fit  down,  but  (hall,  in  the  mean  time,  pro* 
ceed  to  the  real  queftion  before  the  houfe.  Before  I  go 
further,  I  beg  leave  to  difdaim  at  the  outfet,'tbe  view  of  the 
queftion  before  the  houfci  as  the  hon,  gentleman  has 
thought  proper  to  ftate  it.  The  queftion  is  not  whether  the  ^ 
bill  has,  in  all  its  extent,  fulfilled  the  objeft  for  which  it  waa  ' 
originally  defigned ;  but  whether  it  has  anfwered  its  end  to 
a  certain  extent,  and  whether,  f^-om  the  experience  of  its 
paft  effefts,  it  would  be  bettei;  to  give  it  a  further  trial,  or 
to  £}ccede  to  the  hon,  gentleman's  motion  for  iti^  repeal.    I 
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fulfy  avow,  when  Ifpeak  of  the  utility  of  the  tneufure,  I 
ipcak  of  its  utility  for  increafing  the  numbers  of  our  regular 
army.  The  lion,  gentleniani  on  the  other  band,  afFefis  to 
view  it  merely  as  a  tax,  folely  as  a  bill  for  raifing  moneys 
As  a  biti  for  raifing  men,  the  hon.  gentleman  aiTerts  that  it 
has  produced  no  effed,  and  cannot  produce  any  effed,  and 
it  muft,  therefore,  be  folely  with  a  view  of  raiGng  money 
that  it  IS  continued.  Now,  to  this  aflcrtion  my  anfwer  is 
fimple,  unequivocal,  and  dire£^.  I  always  difclaimed  the. 
idea  of  the  bill  being  coniidered  as  a  bill  fur  raifing  money». 
and  never  attempted  to  defend  it  but  as  an  inflrument  for 
recruiting  with  the  greateft  expedition  our  regular  army. 
The  hon.  gentleman  has  thrown  out  a  bint  about  withdraw- 
ing  the  bounties  from  the  parifhes,  and  in  that  way  render- 
ing it  a  money  bill.  This  is  really  a  fort  of  proceeding  fo 
di^racefuland  abominable  ;  a  fort  of  proceeding  fo  utterly 
out  of  the  contemplation  of  his  majefty's  minifters,  that  I 
am  aftoniflied  it  has  ever  been  alluded  to.  I  aik  fupport  to 
the  bill  folely  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a  meafure  for  the 
alimentation  of  our  military  force,  and  as  it  appears  calcb* 
latad  to  promote  this  important-  end.  The  moment  it 
ceafes  to  produce  any  effefi,  or  to  hold  out  any  profped  of 
accompiiihing  this  end,  then  I  ih^ll  certainly  feel  myfelf 
bound  not  merely  to  oppofe,  but  adually  to  move  its  re* 
peaL  In  one  fenfe,  indeed,  the  bill  operates  in  a  pecuniary 
way  by  the  penalties  which  it  infliAs  on  thofe  parifhes  by 
which  their  quotas  are  not  provided.  But  even  in  this  view 
of  it,  it  is  far  from  being  attended  with  peculiar  feverity; 
On  the  contrary,  it  fufpends  the  penalties  of  the  army  of 
referve  ad,  and  fubftitutes  in  their  room  others  of  a  milder 
form.  It  is,  indeed,  impoffible  to  conceive  any  thing 
milder  than  the  zSt  is  in  its  prefent  application,  iinlefs,  as 
is  not  pretended  to  be  either  juft  or  expedient,  the  penalties 
were  to  be  wholly  removed.  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  fpeak- 
ingof  the  effcA  of  the  bill,  feems  entirely  to  have  loft  fight 
of  one  circumftance  very  important  to  be  confidered,  which 
is  the  period  wheti  the  bill  firft  came  into  aAivity.  From 
whatever  caufes  this  arofe,  I  fhall  not  now  ftop  to  deter- 
mine;  but  certain  it  is  that  it  was  not  till  the  14tli  of  No* 
vember  that  orders  -were  firft  given  for  general  recruiting 
to  fupply  parifhes  where  deficiencies  exifted.  It  is,  there* 
lore,  to  the  operation  of  the  bill  fince  that  period,  much 
more  than  to  the  effeft  it  had  produced  in  the  preceding 
months,  that  w«  ought  fairly  to  apply  for  an  opinion  of  its. 
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merits.     Looking-then  aC  the  Uft  three  months,  I  find  that 
on  an  average  of  each  week,  there  have  been  neariy  two 
hundred  recruits  obtained.    Thus  taking  three  .months  as 
an  atvqrage,  the  refuk  would  be,  that  under  the  opeiacion 
of  the  btll,  it  would  produce  an  annual  addition  of  betwisEt 
nine  and  ten  thousand  men.     I  aik,  then,  with  ftich  a 
ilatement  as  this  before  lis,  if  we  can  think  of  iiftening  to  a 
l>ropofition  for  repealing  the  bill  juft  at  the  moment  when 
it  fhouid  come  into  full  aftivity  ?     The  hon.  gentleman  has 
thought  pt*oper  to  fay  that  not  one  man  has  been  raifed  by 
the  bill,  and  the  right  hon,  gentleman  maintained  that  its 
elFedts  have  been  altogether  inconfiderable.     But,  fir,  I  will 
afK  thefe  gentlemen  and  the  houfe,  whether  the  e£k£t 
which  I  have  hinted  at,  be  not  one  of  very  confiderable 
magnitude  ?    Whether  it  be^  not,  in  fad,  neariy  equal  to 
the  wht>le  of  the  recruits  obtained  by  the  ordinary  meaas  of 
recruiting?     On  this  fimpte  ground  1  might  airooft  exclu* 
fively  reft  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  afic  the  hoafe  whether 
the  l>ill  was  one  which  ought  to  be  raihly  and  inconfiderate«» 
fy  difcarded  ? — But  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  take  a  fuller,  view 
of  the  fubjeft.     It  appears  as  far  as  experience  has  proceed- 
ed>  and  as  far  as  we  can  poffibly  judge  from  that  exprrience, 
that  we  may  reafonably  expeA  an  addition  every  year  of  no 
lefs  than  nine  or  ten  thoufand  men  to  our  regular  farces ; 
and  are  we  then  to  be  told  that  the  meafnre  has  proved  alto* 
gether  inefficient  ?    It  is  true,  from  the  experience  of  the 
three  months  I  have  referred  to,  I  cannot  pretend  to  form  a 
conclufiVe^opinioii,  but  certainly  I  have  a  much  better  right 
tha,n  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to  oiFer  an  opinion  on 
the  future  eSk&s  of  the  bill.     As  far  as  experience  extends, 
thefe  three  months  are  a  pretty  good  proof  that  the  bill  has 
anfwered  its  end,  and  a  tolerably  fair  prefumption  that  it 
will  contimie  to  anfwer  its  end  ftilt  more  fuccefsfully  in  fu-^ 
ture.     It  is  true,  that  the  fame  favourable  refult  may  not 
continue  to  be  experienced,  but  with  Aronger  probability  I 
may  lay^  that  refirits  ftili  more  favourable  may  be  experi* 
enced.    Let  gentlemen  confider  under  what  arcumfiancea 
the  bill  has  hitherto  operated,  and  they  will  fee  that  this  is 
no  unreafonable  anticipation.     Let  them  refleA  what  has 
been  the  drain  of  men  on  the  country  for  the  laft  eighteen 
months.     Before  the  war  was  aAually  declared^  the  militia 
was  to  be  raifed,  and  after  the  war  the  fupplementary  miiitia  ^ 
and  the  army  of  referve.    Here  there  were  neariy  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  to  he  raiftd  by  bxU^.    If  then, .  nnder  the 
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uofiiVQurble  operation  of  thefe  circumftances,  the  bill. has 
produced  the  efTeds  which  I  have  deicribed,  what  may  not 
te  expend  from  it  when  thefe  circuoDftances  are  removed? 
One  great  evil  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  deftroy,  W|i8 
to  remove  thofe  exceiiive  bounties  which  the  army  of  re- 
ierve  had  created.  While  the  recollefiion  of  thefe  h^l]^ 
bounties  exifis,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  moderate  boun<* 
ties  can  have  had  a  fair  chance  of  fuccefs.  When,  Iipw*^ 
ever*  the  memory  of  them  is  in  a  certain  degree  oblite- 
tated,  which  it  muft  of  neceifity  he,  I  entertain  no  fort  of 
doubt  that  the  bill  will  be  found  fully  adequate  to  all  thq 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  framed.  We  are  therefore  hi-* 
therto  not  entitled  to  calculate  its  effe£ls  in  all  dieir  extent., 
I  have  fibted  what  probalMlity  juflifies,  and  what  afiual  ex* 
perience  has  {uroved  ;  and  therefore  I  have  completely  fuc* 
ceedcd  io  proving  that  the  reafons  Educed  by  the  bon.  gc^ 
tteman,  in  fupport  ofthe*  repeal,  ought  not. for  a  mpment  tm 
be  entertained  by  the  boufe. — ^The  boil,  gentleman  has  at<^ 
templed  to  argue  that  the  meafure  is  not  at  all  calcuiated 
to  produce  the  end  it  profefles  to  have  in  view  ;  but  in  what 
naooer  be  has  fupported  his  arguments  I  leave  it  to  the 
houfft  to  judge*  The  bon.  gentleman  feems  totally  to  for* 
get  thnt  hitherto  the.  bill  has  operated  only  on  a  partial  and 
limited  feaie.  It  hat  been  applied  only  to  the  defictenciea 
in  the  militia  or  the  army  of  refervow  Its  effeds  have  no| 
been  felt  all  over  the  great  bplk  of  the  kingdom.  Whera 
it  baa  biiherto  hcfia  {ried>  it  has  bad  to  encounter  very  for<^ 
ODiidable  obftacles.  It  has  be^n  applied  chiefly  in  thofc 
diftrifiU  where  men  could  with  the  greateft  difficulty  be 
fbiMid,  and  therefore  it  is  the  lefs  to  be  wondered  at»  if  it  ba9 
not  aiifwered  in  all  their  extent  the  wifhes  or  expofiations 
of  tbofe  who  originally  fupported  it.  Even  under  all  thQ/ 
hazard  of  the  penalties  for  the  army  of  referve  and  the  mu> 
litiay  the  men  oould  not  be  procured  in  the  places  to  which 
I  have  refened ;  and  I  will  put  it  to  the  candour  of  gentle-t 
men,  whether^  iif  the  \)ll  had  been  even  leis  fucce&ful  than 
it  has  been,  it  would  have  been  at  all  a  matter  of  aftoni^- 
ment  ?  To  ail  thefe  circumftanccs,  let  me  add  the  induftry 
with  which  the  ftatemont  of  the  total  failure  of  the  bill  has 
been  circulated  over  the  counti^«  the  circumftance  of  its 
bainng  laft  feflion  encountered  violent  oppolition,  and  being 
carried  by  a  fmall  majority^  accomplioied  by  the  expedation 
that  it  would  certainly  be  repealed  on  the  meeting  of  par<> 
liament.    Wbeo»  however^  thefe  prejudices  are  diffipated« 
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when  the  country  fee  that  parliament  are  determined  to  gm 
the  meafure  a  fair  trial,  when  they  have  every  reafon  to 
think  that  it  is  meant  to  be  a  permanent  part  of  oUr  aiilitary> 
fyftem,  I  have  no  hefilation  in  exprefiing  my  conviSion 
that  it  will  fulfil  the  moft  fanguine  expedations  of  its  noolir 
zealous  fuppotters.  If  any  thing  further  were  wanted  lo 
prove  that  the  bill  has  not  yet  got  this  fair. trial,  it  would-be 
the  confideration  that  iiv  no  caie  yet  have  the  penalties  of 
the  bill  been  impofed.  It  becomes,  how.eve:,  a  matter  of 
confequence  to  have  it  underdood  that  they  certainly  wiU 
be  impofed  ;  and  I  venture  to  predifl,  that  even  the  know* 
ledge  wjll  go  a  coniiderable  way  to  giving  the  bill  all  this 
effed  which  I  hope  it  will  be  found  ultimately  to  produce. 
At  prefent  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  feveral  diftri£ts  fufficient 
exertion  has  not  been  employed  to  procure  the  required 
quota,  from  an  expedatlon  that  the  penalties  would  not  be 
enforced.  When,  however,  they  are  fully  apprized  of  t)ie 
contrary,  they  will  feel  it  neceilary  to  make  new  efiKtrts, 
and  if  thefe  efforts  are  properly  direfted,  there  can  be  no 
queftion  about  procuring  the  neceilary  quotas.  The  jnea*» 
i'ure  then,  fir,  has  not  been  hitherto  fairly  tried,  and  I  cer* 
tainly  (hall  not  part  from  it,  unlefs  reafons  mjucb  ftrooger 
than  thofe  which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  condefcended  to. 
ufe  ihall  be  employed,  and  unlefs  the  events  of  the  remain* 
'  d^r  of  the  year  prove  that  my  expeftations  of  its  future  ef- 
f(6ds  turn  out  to  be  unfounded^  But  I  am  accufed  of  difap- 
pointing  the  houfe  and  the  country,  by  holding  out,  through 
the  medium  of  this  bill,  the  profpeft  of  a  moft  rapid  and 
extenfive  increafe  of  our  regular  force.  Now,  as  to  this 
ftatement,  I  have  to  offer  a  few  obfcrvations,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  fay  that  I  never  held  out  any  fuch  expeAations, 
I  never  did  give  any  fuch  pledge,  I  never  faid  that  I  looked 
to  this  meaRire  folely  as  the  means  of  recruiting  our  regular 
urmy,  I  never  argued  that  this  meafure  was  exclufively 
to  furnifh  us  with  a  difpofable  force.  Let  me  remind  the 
houfe  ihortly  of  the  circumftances  under  which  the  mea- 
fure was  produced.  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  his  obferva- 
tions,  feemed  to  infinuate  that  I  was  hoftile  to  the  general 
principle  of  the  army  of  referve  a£t.    Now,  this  is  a  moft 

f[rofs  mifreprefentarion  of  my  views  on  this  fubjeft.  So  far 
rom  difapproving  of  that  meafure,  I  approved  of  it  cordial* 
ly,  and  I  anrin  the  judgement  of  the  houfe,  that  I  fupport- 
ed  it  in  the  moft  ftrenuous  manner.  That  aA  certainly  did 
produce  a  large'acce^oo.totbearmy>  and,  on  that  account, 
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was  a  moil  important  meafure.     But  it  wa^  attended  witk 
Tsaunj  very  ferious  inconveniences,  '  in  railing  the  boui^ies, 
in  difcoiiraging  dire£t  en  lifting  into  the  regular  army,  and  in 
pronioting  defertion.     Thofe  who  \  felt  all  thefe  inconve-  ' 
niefnces,  and  who. were  at  the  fame  time  convinced  that 
the  penalties  were  .exiircilive,  thought  that  fome  milder  aft 
Ihoold  belfubftituted  in'its  place,  that  the  exertions  of  gen- 
tiemen,  parochial  oiliceis,  and  local  zeal,  would  produce 
eScAs  as  important  as  local   a&ivitj.     Thefe  were   the 
gronnds  on  Which  I  origiaaUy  prefented  the  meafure,  and 
en. the  fame  ground  I  continue  of  opinion  that  it  is  in  the 
train  of  accomplifhing  all  that  was  expected  firom  it.    But 
I  jiever  did  give  ^he  houfe  reafon  to  think  that  I  expefted 
any- rapid  or  immediate  augmentation 'of  our  regular  force 
from  its  operaiion.     i  did  ftate  that  the  bill  would  give  as 
a  firong  chance  for  increafing  our  regular  army  in  addttioii 
td  the  means  which  previoufly  exifted.-    I  did  ftate  that  the 
bill  would  not  iifkve  the  effcA  of  interfering  with  any  of  our 
cxifting  modes  of  recruiting  the  regular  army,  or  of  prevent- 
ing ibe  adoptidn  of  any  other  fuggeftions  which  gentlemen 
mi^t  feel  it  their  duty  to  bring  forward  on  this  moft  impor* 
tant  ftibjctft.    But  on  the  fubjedi  of  a  gi^at  additional  force 
ailudtd  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman;.!  .mlift  beg  leave  alio  t» 
make  a  fingle  obfervation.     1 -thought  I  had  on  a  former 
occafion  fufBciently  exprefled  nly  opinion  as  to  what  ap- 
peared to  me  the  quantum  of  force  which.  I  thought  necrf- 
fary'tb  our  national  fecurity.     I  did  on  a  former  occafion 
diitinfiiy  declare  my  convidion  that  we  had  already  in  point 
of  quantum  of  force  nearly  as  great  a  number  as  the  circum. 
fiances  of  the  empire  required,  and  L  added  that  what  we 
then  wanted  was  a  difppfable  force.     How  f^r  we  have  or 
have  not  got  this  dffpofable  force,  will  prefently  come  to  be 
a  matter  of  confideration.    But,  fir,  to  fhew  the  tu^ufe  clear* 
jy  that  no  very  great  addition  to  tlie  military  force  of  the 
country  was  m^ant  fuddenly  to  be  obtained  by  the  bilU  let 
me  only  call  on  gentlemen  to  look^o  the  bill  itfelf ; — they 
will  there  find  that  in  the  firft  inftance  only. nine  thoufand 
men  were  to  be  raifed  for  Great  Britain.     How  different  is 
this  from  the  reprefentation  given  by  the  hon.  gentleman  in 
the  courfe  of  his  fpeech?    From  the  obfervations  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  I  am  flrongly  'inclined  to  think  that  he  has  not 
given  himfelf  the  trouble  of  confulting  more  than  the  out. 
ude  of  the  bill,  for  if  he  had  at  all  coniidered  it  with  ttie 
l^zSt  C9XCp  be  never  could  have  fuppolcd  that  I  meant  the 
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bili  10  the<Ourfe  of  one  year  to  raife  the  enormous  number 
jof  eighty«five  thoufand  men*  In  the  firft  infiance  there 
was  only  a  deficiency  of  twelve  thoufand  men  to  be  itq>- 
filed,  and  the  bill  was  to  operate  in  producing  a  permanent 
ibrce  in  a  gradual  way,  and  could  not  be  expeded  to  produce 
its  full  hfEcA  in  lefs  than  three,  four,  or  eren  fix  or  fe^en 
years.  I  bare  attempted  to  fhew  the  houfe  on  the  fimpleft 
7rinc^>les9  that  the  bill  nuiy  be  fairiy  expeded  to  produce 
an  annual  addition  of  nine  or  ten  tKoufand  men  to  our  re- 
|;ular  force,  and  that  this  efFeA  has  already  been  produced 
under  a  complication  of  the  moft  unfaYOurable  ciicom- 
ilancea.  I  confefs,  feeing  what  the  bill  has  already  done» 
and  looking  to  what  it  is  capable  of  efibdingi  I  anticipate 
from  it  the  moft  important  and  happv  refults.  I  am  real- 
ly aftonifhed  at  the  language  of  the  bon.  gentlecftan,  and 
thoie  who  join  him  in  iupport  of  the  repeal.  I  confefs  it 
has  never  been  my  fortune  within  the  walls  of  this  houfe« 
to  hear  any  propbfition  fo  arrogantly  and  lb  vehemently 
brought  forward,  which  had  fo  little  even  of  the  amearaoce 
of  argument  to  uphold  it.  The  principal  objeft  ot  the  bill 
-was  in  the  firft  infiance  to  do  away  an  evil  which  iiad.  be- 
come the  fubje£l  of.  general  complaint  Has  it  not  pro- 
duced this  eftefi  ?  Has  it  not  relieved  the  counties  from  ex- 
ceflive  burdens  t  Has  it  not  lowered  the  ekceffive  bounties 
which  had  brought  regolar  recruiting  almoft  to  a  ftand^ 
And  has  it  not  in  this  way  become  a  moft  important  auxi- 
iiary  to  the  augmentation  of  our  difpofable  force  ?  Will  it 
be  attempted  to  be  denied,  that  recruiting  is  now  going  on 
-with  frem  fpirit,  firice  the  evil  of  exceflive  bounties  has. 
been  removed  ?  I'be  hon^  gentleman  has  dra^lrn  a  very 
flrange  pidure  of  the  ftate  of  our  regular  army,  and  has 
even  endeavoured  gravely  to  mainrain>  that  fince  iaft  year 
it  has  received  no  fort  of  addition  >or  e^tenfion.  I  am 
really  at  a  lofs  to  know  wlicre  the  hon.  gentleman  has  been 
able  to  colleA  this  information,  for  fure  I  am,  it  is  not  to 
be  obtained  from  the  papers  on  the  table.  But  the  hoo. 
gentleman  feems  fo  wholly  intent  on  the  repeal  of  this  ob- 
noxious bill,  that  he  will  not  fuffec  his  mind  ferioufly  to 
conHder  the  fubjed  in  all  itsYelations.  Surely  it  is  but  fair 
tliat  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  feemed  fo  much  difpofed  txi 
look  back  to  the  period  when  the  bill  was  notJiT  a  ftate  of 
operation,  (hould  look  to  the  «time  when  it  is  in  fiiU  ac-. 
tivity.  This  however  the  bon.  gentleman  feems  to  have 
no  difpofitioo  to  do,  but   iatisfied  that  the  meafure  is 
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bad,  he  will  not  give  liimfcif  time  to  fee  whether  or  not  it 
atSuaUy  does  aid  the  re^rul^r  rccrui^in^.  Now,  iir,  as  to 
the  fiate  of  our  difpofable  force  at  prefent, '  compared  to 
what  it  was  the  preceding  year,  a  very  Ihort  ftateinent  will 
afFord  the  houfc  the  cleareft  view.  Here  the  right  hon.- 
gentleman  entered  into  a  ftatement'to  fhew,  that  we  bad 
this  year  in  difpofable  infantry,  cavahy,  and  artillery,  in  ad- 
dition to  what  we  Iiad  lad  year,  about  twenty  thoufand  men. 
After  this  Ixe  proceeded :  Surely,  fir,  this  is  no  difcouraging 
profpeft,  no  illuftration  of  the  aflerlions  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man that  the  (late  of  the  army  is  negle{led ;  this  is  no  ar-^ 
gument  to  prove  that  the  bill  is  that  obnoxious,  inefficient 
meafure  which  the  hon.  gentleman  aind  his  friends  are  fa 
eager  to  rcprefeiit  it.  The  ftatement  I  have  m^de  is  not 
indeed  a  dire£t  argument  in  favour  of  the  bill;  but  it  is,  at 
leafV,  a  flrong  proof  tliat  the  bill  is  not  calculated  to  injure- 
the  regular  recruiting,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  affift  it  in  the 
rnoft  advantageous  manner.  It  af&fls  it  by  removing  exifl- 
ing  impediments,  by  dedroying  enormous  bounties,  by  put- 
ting ^  ftopto  the  operation  of  the  ballot,  out  of  which  high 
bounties  neceflarily  fprung.  I  wifh  gentlemen  ferioufly  to 
coniider  in  what  flate  the  ijecruiting  now  is,  before  they  are 
ib'clamoroui  for  the  repeal  of  the  bill.  Why,  fir,  I  find  in 
tfie  month  of  February  alone,  nolefsthan  fourteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five  recruits  obtained.  But  it  is  not  to  that  ; 
month  alone  that  I  wifh  them  to  confine  their  attention.  I 
^  have  already  mentioned  that  the  number  of  men  added  to 
our  difpofable  force  during  the  lafl  year,  up  to  the  iirfl  of 
January,  was  twenty  thoufand.  Of  thefe>  eleven  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  have  been  added  fince  June 
tall,  that  is  within  a  period  of  feven  months.  The  whole  of 
the  addition  for  the  preceding  year  was  only  twelve  thoufand 
for  a  period  of  twelve  months.  As  far  a«  experience  caa 
guide  us,  we  have  reafon  to  think  tliat  we  ihall  have  annu- 
ally eight  04:  nme  tlioufand  added  to  our  regular  force  by 
the  operation  of  the  bill,  and  according  to  the  proportion  of 
recruits  obtained  tn  the  month  of  February^  fuppofing  th<^ 
fame  proportion  to  go  forward,  we  fhould  have  a  total  of 
/outteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eight.  Admitting  that» 
to  thefe  were  addtd  eight  thoufand  others  who  volunteered 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year  from  limited  to  unlimited  fervicci 
we  fhould  have  in  o;ie  year  an  addition  to  our  difpofable 
force  of  no  lefs  than  twenty-fix  thoufand  mcp.  Wh.en  J 
lav  this,  I  heg  to  be  clearly  underAood  as  giving  flo  pledge 
•  Vol.  1. 1 80^.  3  J?  thai 
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that  fucK  a  number  will  aduaily  be  obtaihed ;  but  I  onlj 
/ay  'that,  if  the  recruiting  (hall  go  on»  as  there  is  reafoh  tqt 
expeft  it  will,  ^  number  nearly  eic^u^l  to  that  qjay  be  rea-^ 
fonably  expe^ed.    Nq^  that  the  impediments  to  the  re^ 
eruiting  are  principally  removed,  and  thfit  an  ippulie  ha^ 
been  given  to  tlie  ierv|ce»  we  have  every  ground  for  hope 
on  the  fubjed.     When  we  copilder  with  what  rapidity,  al- 
moft  indeed  unexampled|  the  new  levies  had  been  com- 
pleted i  what  a  fpirit  had  been  exhibited  during  the  lafl  and 
leveral  preceding  year^ ;  what  was  the  large  apiount  of  the 
addition  to  put  dilpofable  force ;  wjien  we  refleSL  on  all 
thefe  things  ferioufly,  how  can  any  gentleman  come  forth 
and  maintain  that  our  miliary  fyftem  is  quife  inefficientf 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  ponceiye  on  what  principles  they  a£t,  and 
am  unable  to  fee  how  they  can  ferioufly  (land  up  and  hold 
aflertlons,  when  fafis  fo  powerfully  demonfirate  their  falla* 
cy.    I  fhall  now,  fir,  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  oa 
fome  of  the  extraneous  matters  which  the  hon.  genilt- maa 
has  thought  proper  to  introduce  in  the  courie  oJFhis  fpeech, 
and  the  Hid  of  thefe  i$,  the  ftate  of  the  naval  defence  of  the 
country.     I  am  not  prepared  to  fay,  what  could  have  to« 
duced  the  hon.  gentleman  to  allude  to  this  fubje£t,  uoleis  it 
l>e  that  they  were  fugqcfted  by  what  fell  fiom  my  right  hon« 
friend  (Mr.  Canning)  on  a  former  evening.     But  what  mf 
right  hon.  friend  then  faid,  was  introduced  only  iucidentaU 
ly,  and  not  with  any  view  to  provoke  difcuiSon.     All  that 
he  advanced  was,  as  far  a$  my  recplledion  goesi  that  tbo 
country,  in  confeguence  of  the  Hate  both  of  our  naval  an^ 
military  defence,  was  not  now  in  that  ilate  of  danger  to 
which  it  bad  been  formerly  cxpofcd.     On  this  ilight  foun^ 
dation  the  hon.  gentleman  thinks  prpper  to  attack  the  pre- 
fent  flate  of  the  naval  defence,   and  diredly  attacks  fom^ 
expreffions  of  mine  on  a  former  evening,  refpeding  th(^ 
noble  perfon  lately  at  the  head  of  the  naval  dcpartnient. 
Now  I  certainly  cannot  think  this  th^  proper  period  for  going 
into  this  difcumon."  It  is  quite  clear,  that  it  cpuld  not  b^ 
gone  into  this  evening  with  the  leai^  profpe^  of  advantage 
to  the  noble  perfon  concerned,  or  the  public.     I  ihall,  oi^ 
that  account,  only  make  a  few  obfervations«     I  muft  fay 
then,  that  whatever  I  felt  on  the  fubjeQ  of  the  condu&  of 
the  late  board  of  adiniralty,  I  now  feel ;  whatever  I  for-, 
merly  ftated  I  have  found  to  be  confirmed.    I  dull  never 
|hrink  from  inaking  fuch  a  declaration,  when  I  am  con« 
7ii^ced  of  i^s' truths  nor  fhaii  apy.man  didate  to  me  iii 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


llAtM  4}  AbixnoKAL  ksKci  xirf.  "-  4^6 

i#hat  way,  or  at  whit  time  1  am  to  make  \t.    But  the  boit 
gentteinan  appeared  to  condemn  me  ior  making  the  decla* 
ration.     With  all  fubmiffion  to  him,  however^  I  would  fub^ 
wok  to  the  houfe,  whether  it  would  have  been  manly  or 
candid,  if  continuing  to  retain  the  fame  fentiments,  I  ha4 
hefitated  declaring  them.    The  hon.  gentleman,  howeveiy 
wifhesto  know  why,  if  I  entertain  fuch  fentiments,  I  do  not 
bring  forward  a  charge  againft  the  noble  perfon  concerned'. 
To  thb  my  anfwer  is  iimple  and  conclufive — I  do  not  feel 
that  any  charge  is  required.    The  noble  lord  has  been  re- 
moved from  his  office,  and  I  have  no  wifh  to  cherifh  bofli. 
}ity  againft  individuals.     No  man  has  a  higher  opinion  of 
the  profeffional  talents  of  the*  noble  lord  thaA  I  have,  or  of 
the  eminent  fervices  he  has  rendered  the  country.    I  ani 
Convinced  that  the  noble  lord  was  guilty  of  errors  in  h29 
msinagemem  of  the  civil  concetns  of  the  navy  ;  but  I  know 
ftlfb,  that  his  eminent  fervices  are  not*  to  be  cancelled  bv 
Ihefe  errors.     As  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  naval  defence,  I 
Ihatt  not  now  enter  on  the  fubje£l ;  but  content  myfelf  with 
fiiyingi  that  when  the  regular  inquiry  is  moved  tor,  I  am 
fc^y  to  ifteet  it.     I  know  that  the  greateft  profeffional 
laen  in  the  kingdom  have  been  confulted,  and  every  thing 
has  been  done  which  they  recommended.    The  hon.'  gen- 
tleman talks  of  a  few  (hips  unfit  for  ufe,  purchafed  by  go* 
temmehtr  but  has  he  taken  the  trouble  to  gain  accurate 
tnfoCmatidn  dn  the  fubjeA  ?    Has  he  endeavoured  to  make 
hitxifcif  acquainted  with  the  aftivity  exerted  by  the  board 
6(  admiralty  to  repair  old  Ihips,  to' lay  down  new,  and  to 
expedite  every  part  of  the  naval  departnient  ?    The  hon. 
gentlefnan  feldom  condefcends  to  favour  us  with  a  dtfplay 
of  hi!f  extraordinary  jpowcrs  of  imagination  and  fancy,  but 
when  he  does  come  forward,  we  are  prep£ired  for  a  grand 
performance.     No  fubjeft  comes  amifs  to  him,  however  re- 
Uriote  from  the  qucftion  before  the  houfe.     AH  that  his 
i^<^y  (uggefts  at  the  it^ltant,  or  that  he  has'colleAed  from 
dthers ;  all  that  he  can  utter  in  the  ebuliion  of  the  mo- 
ment ;  all  that  he  has  flept  on  and  matured,  are  combined 
and  produced  for  our  enrertainment.     He  prefents  us  with 
alt  that  his  common-place- book  can  furnifh  .or  aiiecdoie 
fupply.     We  have  at  once  all  that  irtiagination,  fancy,  paf- 
lion,  jeft,  gravity^  fatire,  virulence  of  abufe,  or  ftrcngth  of 
affertion  can  combine,  fo  blended  and  fo  diverlified,  but  fo 
difcordant,  that  our  only  wonder  is  how  they  were  ever 
brought  together..   AH  that  the  hon.  geblleman  has  been 
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treaftiriog  ,»p  for  .days,  for  weeks  and.  months,  is  fure  to 
make  its  appearance  at  this  grand  exhibition.  Thus  it  is 
nf  ith  his  ufual  felicity  that  the  hon.  gentleman  finds  a  newr 
argument  for  the  repeal  of  the  prcfcnt  bill*  becaufe  the 
huufe  and  the  country  have  lefs  confidence  in  the  prefenC 
than  even  in  the  late  aiinifiers.  On  this  point  too,  I  (hall 
fay  but -a  few  words.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  really  thinks 
minifters  unworthy  of  the  .confidence  of  parliament,  htf 
lias  means  of  foiyicling  a  motion  for  fome  proceedings  oti 
this  fubjeft;  but  let  mc  conjure  the  houfe,  whatever  they 
may  think  of  me,  not  to  wound  the  publrc  fervice  by  repeaUt 
ing  this  bill,  mcVcly  by  doing  fo  to  injure  the  minifies 
Whether  I  poffefs  the  confidence  of  the  parliament  and  tlic 
country  or  not,' certainly  this  Ts  not  the  mode  of  determi* 
hiQg:1t.  But  it  is  rather  whimfical  that  at  the  very  moment 
the  hcui.  gentleman  is  (aying  that  I  do  not  now  poilefs  the 
confidence  of  the  parliament  and  the  country,  be  is  payin{( 
me  an  involuntary  compliment,  by  owning  that  at  leaft  I 
formerly  enjoyed  that  confidence.  It  is,  however,  ratbe^ 
unfortunate  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  opprol^ious  epithet 
fvhkhthe  hon.  gcntlci^an  has  now  employed  agajnft  me, 
^hich  on  almoft  every  difpiited  point  lie  did  not  lavifh  oft 
me  at  that  very  penoc  when  he  allows!  pollefied  tbeconfi-^' 
d(;nce  of  parliament  and  the  country,  a  confidence  then  ex-« 
prefled  by  four-fifths  of  this  houfe,  and  nine-tciUbs  of  tbe 
country*  The  hon.  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  al- 
ludc  to  tlie  compofition  of  the  i^iniflry,  and  here  I  mud 
again  b^g  leave  to  wave  the  difcuifion.  I  defire  the  houfe 
and'  the  country  to  look  to  the  conneflions,  to  the  confii-* 
tutional  agreements  oV  differences,  to  the  habits,  to  the 
general  views  of  thofe  who  compofe  the  prefent  admi-^ 
niftration,  compared  with  other  connexions  of.certaia 
bon.  gentlemen  on  tlie  other  fide,  and  then  I  am  ready  to 
abide  by  their  candid  decifion.  The  hon.  gcmleman  takes- 
a  great  deal  of  merit  to  himfelf  for  the  generous,  magnani*: 
niuus,  and  difinlerefted  fupport  which  he  afforded  a  noble 
friend  of  mine  (Loid  Sidmouth).  while  at  the  liead  of  af- 
fairs. I  wilt  allow  4hat  the  hon.  gentleman  did  fupport  my 
noble  friend  with  a  few  fpeeches  and  votes,  probably  whea 
they  were  not  wanted,  and  my  noble  friend  is  doubllefs  un- 
dier  obligations  to  hiin.  for  his  magnanimity.  I  fuppofe,, 
liowevcr,  the  hon.  gentleman  was  not  at  all  backward  ia-, 
giving  his  vot(*s,  when  my  iioble  friend  was  forced  to  refign 
the  hchn  of  afTaii^,  aiidin  this  mod  (ikely  bediCpiayed  his. 
'       *  ^''  dttinte vetted 
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difioterefted  condud.  The  hon.  gentleman  next  paierort 
to  another  noble, friend  of  mine  (Lord  Hawkefbury),  who» 
according  to  a  plirahfe  which  I  can  find  no  where  but  in  the 
fchool  of  jacobinifm,  was  cajhiered  from  '  being  fecretary 
for  foreigp  affairs,,  to  be  fecretary  for  the  home  departmenra 
On  this  arrangement  it  will  not  be  neceflary  to  fay  any 
more  than  a  very  few,  words.  I  have  only  to  fay,  then, 
lliat  the  whole  arrangement  was  at  the  exprefi  defire  of 
Ihc  noble  lord,  and  could  never  have  been  propofed  on  anjr 
^ber  ground.  My  f^iendfliip-  for  that  noble  lord  was  never 
for  A  moment  fufpcnded,  and  if  it  can  admit  of  increafe,  it 
is  only  increafed  by  bte  confidential  relations.    Thefe  to- 

Eics  have  been  iipproperly  brought  into  difculfion,  and  I 
ave  unavoidably  been  led  a  little  into  digreflion.  I  could 
not  confequently  have  faid  lefs ;  but  I  mould  have  been 
ezcufable  if  I  had  faid  more  upon  them.  With  regard. 
to  the  fuppofed  feverity  of  this  meafure,  and  the  peculiar 
Hitereft  the  country  gentlemen  have  in  Jt,  ^nd  the  com*. 
pUment  the  hon.  member  paid  them  for  their  indepen- 
dence^ the  manner  in  which  be  did  it  was  not  very  concilia* 
ling  to:  them  by  the  allufions  he  made  to  the  fuppofed  in« 
fiuence  of  miniilers  over  them,  by  calling  the  moft  wealthy. 
into  another  rank.  I  feel  there  is  no  foundation  for  that 
remark.  I  feel  there  is  now  in  this  h()ufe  as  much  of  that 
ilurdy  independence,  as  much  of  tliat  zeal  and  ardour  for  po* 
puUr  rights  and  liberties,  as  much  determination  to  fupport 
them  on  all  fit  occafions,  as  ever  exifted  within  tkefe  walla 
at  any  period  of  our  hiftory.  I  feel  alfo,  that  fudi  men  will* 
not  liflen  to  the  declaration  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  by 
which  be  would  wi(h  to  feparate  them  from  the  reft  of  this 
boufe ;  but  that  the  country  gentlemen  of  this  day  are,  like 
their  juftiy  renowned  ancestors,  fincere  in  their  profeflions 
that  they  will  defend  his  majefty,  and  fupport  the  conftitu« 
tion,  under  which  they  enjoy  fo  much  freedom  and  bappi- 
nefs,  with  tlieir  fortunes,  and,  .if  necefiary,  with  their  Uves» 
in  bringing  to  an  honourable  termination  every  juft  and 
neceilary  conteft  in  which  this  country  is  engaged ;  and 
that  they  will  not  abandon  that  purfuit,  on  account  of  a  fevr 
common-place  ob&rvations  on  taxes,  when  they  know  them 
to  be  neceflary  for  our  comnfK>n  fupport,  and  without  which 
our  contefis  cannot  end,  as  they  have  done,  moft  glorioufly 
for  Great  Britain.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
with  giving  the  motion  his  decided  negative. 
Mr.  Windham  declared  that  he  could  not  help  remarking 
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how  Very  naturally  and  ii^illinglY  the  right  hon.  gcntlenail 
had  deviated  from  the  fubjed  before  the  bcule»  and  had 
.  made  cxcuritoos  from  it  to  other  topics  with  which  it  wa» 
by  no  means  coMiefted.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
£rft  endeavoured  to  point  out  divesiitie$  of  opinion  becween 
him  and  his  hon.  friend  who  opened  the  debate^  and  theit 
between  him  and  himfelff  on  former  occafions.  On  the 
former  of  tliote  fuppoied  diverfitierof  opinion^  the  right 
hon.  gentkman  bad  remarked  with  fuch  violence*  at  mnft 
have  induifed  perlbns  who  had  not  heard  the  fpeech  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  opened  the  bufineis,  to-fuppofe  that 
he  bad  attempted  to  conceal  that  any  fuch  divcrficy  tidd^ 
vCd.  Such»  however,  was  well  known  to  tlie  b6ufe»  and 
futh  had  been  particularly  marked  by  his  hoiK>ttrable  frkmd 
that  night  in  opening  the  debate.  If  his  boh.  ^itendaod 
he  had  not  been  aware  that  fuch  diveiiity  of<  opinion- did 
exift  between  them,  even  on  tl>e  iufajefis  on  whichrihe  rigbt- 
bon*  gentleman  had  particularly  dweit,  cakbtatfng  oa  tbr 
dtftr<;is  and  embarraffiiient  undet  which  tbe-figbt  bon*  gen^ 
tieman  leemed  to  labour  that  nigbt»  bQ  did  not  tliink-thef 
coiild  have  had  recourfe  to-  a  better  hand  than  4bal*  r^MP 
hon.  gentleman,  to  inftrud  tliem  how  tiiey  might  btil  re**.. 
cnncile  the  moft  contradifiory  dodrines.  There  was  too^- 
thing  inconiifient  in  his  hon^  friend,  wl>o  thought  that  a  va« 
ricry  of  force  was  not  detrimental  to  the  military  fervire  of 
the  country,  and  in  him  who  thought  otherwife,  agreeing 
that  there  was  nevenbelcfs  a  ncccffily  for  going  into* a  com-' 
mittee  on  tiie  military  defence- of  tlie  country.  It  had- 
been  fiated  by  him  the  other  night,  that  the  volunteek^  weie 
not  the  force  on  which  wc  ought  at  prefent  to  rely  alone»  * 
and.intbis  opinion  Jie  had  reafpn  to  believe  his  hon.  friend 
and  he  were  not  fo  much  at  variance  as  was  genetally  ima- 
gined, That>  however,  was  a  fubjeA  with  which,  like  (he 
former,  they  had  nothing  at  prefent  to- do.  They  might 
like  or  mighi  diflike  the  volunteer  fyftem;  but  whatever 
was  tlieir  opinion  on  that  fubjeA,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
tUc  propriety  of  goiijg  into  a  committee  to  fee  what  might 
be  done  more  ef&£tually  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  or 
mth  their  concutiing  inahe  repeal  of  the  h&  then  under 
difcuilioa,  as  being  eflential  to  the  eriaAnient  of  a  meafure- 
of  greater  efficiency.  When  fundamental  points,  efft  wliieh 
a  diverfity^f  opinion  bad  been  entertained-by  gentlemen  in* 
that  houle,  did  not  prefent  tliemfelves  for  confideration,  it  • 
would  be  rather  too  baid  to  fay  that  they  were  not  eiHitkd 
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to  acquiefce  in  any  other  points  conneded  with  the  fubjed, 
by  which,  neYcrthelefs,  in  the  opinbn  of  both,  the  end 
which  they  had  pautually  in  view  was  likely  to  be  attained^ 
A5  to  his  o^n  individual  diveriity  from  bimrelf,  with  which 
he  had  been  charged  by  the  right  bon*  gentieman,  he  could 
only  declare,  that  his  opinions  on  grand  copftitutional  points 
had  never  variei]*  and  were  during  the  whole  time  of  his 
union  with  the  right  hop.  gentleman  the  fame  as  they  were 
at  th^  nrefeiit  moment,.  He  had  adhered  to  his  opiniohs-^ 
the  right  hon.  grntieman  had  delisrted  bU.  The  right  hon« 
gentlf  nun  need  not  fuppofe  that  he  had  forgot  what  had 
pafled  dttrinr  the  period  in  which  he  was  in  office  along 
with  the  fight  hon.  gentleman.  Whether  he  was  a  party 
or  not  a '  party  to  thofe  meafures,  he  would  now  fpeak  of 
them  according  to  the  ippreillon  and  convid^ion  the  refult 
of  them  had  l^tt  on  his  mind.  He  could  not  be  anrwerable* 
more  than  (he  houfe«  for  the  roeafures  which  had  then  paiT. 
ed ;  bpt  whether  he  had  fihce  chan^  his  opiniony  or  they 
bad  not  been  agreeable  to  hb  opinion  at  the  time,  and  be 
had  felt  himfelr  precluded  by  the  iituation  which  he  held 
Crocfi  putting  a  bar  in  the  way  of  what  had  been  refolved 
Qn  by  the  cabinet  in  gen<:ralt  it  would  be  fubverfive  of  mo* 
rat  feeting  and  principle,  that  when  he  came  to  fee  the  ina* 
dequacy  or  milchieyous  tendency  of  any  z&s  to  the  palling 
of  which  he  had  in  any  way  been  acceifary,  that  he  Ihould 
be  bound  up  fvoni  after^ar4s  declaring  his  change  of  opi* 
oion  ?  .  Suchy  lie  conceived,  was  not  to  be  required  of  any 
perlbn  holding  a  (jtuation  in  the  management  of  public  af- 
fzirs.  But  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  a  climax  of  tri- 
umph^ had  clinched  his  argument  againft  his  (Mr«  AVind- 
ham's)  refpooubility,  by  (jtating  that  he  was  then  even  fecre* 
jUry  at  War.  He  confcfled  he  had  a  good  Ihare  in  carrying 
on  the  war  bgiinefs  out  of  doors;  but  he  declared  that  he 
bad  no  more  to  do  with  thje  trills  ajluded  to>  in  his  tapacity 
of  fecfptary  at  warf  than  if  he  had.  been  fecretary  to  the 
board  of  agriculture.  But  t^rhat  had  been  the  conduft  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman?  Did  it  not  go  to  a  condemna- 
tion pi  every  one  meafure  of  which  he  had  been  the  oiig*-* 
Hal  projeAor?  Was  not  the  ballot  fyftem  of  his  introduc- 
tion t  Who  eyer  h^ard  of  fuch  enormous  bounties  as  had 
lately  been  common,  till  they  necelTarily  tbllowed  from 
Qieafures  recommenced  by  the  right  hon.  c^ntleman  hiin-r 
felf?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had,  indeed,  profited  a 
Utfle  j^y  the  fuggeftions  of  him  and  his  friends*  lie  wifbed 
"     •      •    •  •• '  iie 
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he  had  carried  their  schemes  farther ;  and  he  was  satisfied  if 
he  had  wished'  to  profit  by  experience,  he  had  sufficient  op- 
portunities of  doing  so  from  the  errors  of  his  own  administra- 
tion. The  principal  ground,  however,  on  which  he  had, 
from  the  beginning,  objected  to  the  bill  was  the  oppressive  and 
dangerous  tendency  of  the  practices  which  it  was  calculated  to 
encourage.  The  harshness  of  the  measure  itself  could  never, 
in  his  eyes,  have  been  done  a^Viay,  had  the  bill  been  ever  so 
successful.  On  no  principle  could  it  be  contended  that  parish 
officers  were  to  be  esteemed  better  recruiters  than  any  other, 
as  they  were  totally  unfit  to  be  recruiters  at  all.  -In  their  hands 
cothmg  but  harsh  and  impi-oper  means  of  fulfilling  their  tasks 
could  be  expected  to-  be  resorted  to.  Let  us  look  to  the  prac- 
tices in  our  own  mcn^opolis.  Was  it -not  a  feet,  that  a  num- 
ber of  poor  Irishmen,  making  merry  at  their  own  houses,  in 
that  affecting  kind  of  festivity  which  the  day  they  were  cele- 
brating rendered  doubly  sacred,-  had  been  attacked  by  that 
busy  and  vexatious  spirit  wKich  characterised  some  of  our  po^- 
lice  magistrates;  had  been  accused  of  the  worst  of  crimes*; 
had  been  left  all  night  in  prison ;  and,  afterwards,  some  of 
them  driven  into  exile — the  worst  of  exile  was  the  sea,  to  a' 
man  who  had  not  been  bred  to  it ;  and  this  because  they  could 
not  give  satisfactoxy  accounts  of  themselves ;  or,  in  other 
words,  were  poor  inen  ?  Was  there  law,  he  would  ask,  in 
this  kingdom,  for  such  a  stretch  of  authority?  Was  it  to  be 
found  even  in  the  court  of  exchequer  chamber,  with  all  the 
judges  of  the  land  assembled  to  give  it  sanction  ?  Yet  such 
had  been  the  conduct  of  inferior  magistrates  of  this  metropo- 
lis ;  and  was  he  not  right  in  his  original  fears  expressed  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill  ?  and  was  he  not  now  again  entitled  to  urge, 
that  such  woufd  be  the  species  of  law  which  the  arming  parish 
officers  with  the  pov>rers  of  this  act  would  naturally  produce  ? 
Was  he  not  even  justified  in  supposing  that  the  parish  crimps 
might  have  persons  present  who  might  procure  this  sea  to  be 
changed  into  a  miHtary  service ;  and,  of  course,  thit  those 
very  men  who  were  thus  illegiflly  dragged  from  their  own 
homes,  served  to  augmeiit  the  list  for  last  month,  which  had 
been  lately  laid  on  the  table,  or  would  make  their  appearance 
in  the  next  return  ?  There  was  another  reason,  however,  on 
which  it  was  apparent  that  the  bill  was  not  deserving  of  sup- 
port. With  all  its  objectionable  internal  features,  it  had  failed 
of  eflfccring  its  object.  Had  it  been  told  at  the  time,  that  thi^ 
bill  would  have  done  no  more  than  it  has  effected  in  the  space 
of  time  it  has  becx^  in  operation,  wotild  arty  jiorson  have  heea 

foolish 
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fodish  enough  to  vote  for  its  passing  ?  And  sKould  they  nowj^ 
'when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  admitted  its  failure^ 
buty  on  calculations  from  the  rule  of  three,  conjectured  what 
it  might  produce  if  allowed  ati  additional  experiifiental  trials 
agree  to  continue  so  harsh,  mischievous,  and  unproductive  ^ 
measure  ?  An  experiment,  as  he  had  always  understood  it^ 
meant  a  thing  in  which  success  was  not  anxiously  looked  for^ 
but  only  some  line  was  wished  to  be  pursued  by  whith  future 
practice  might  be  regulated.  Such,  however,  would  not  ap- 
ply to  the  present  question.  They  could  not  consent  to  be 
put  off*  with  experiment  after  experiment,  merely  to  gratify 
the  projector.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  however,  lorded 
it  over  the  regular  recruiting,  and  alleged  that  his  mode  had 
been  equally  successful,  if  not  more  so,  than  the  old  mode  of 
recruiting  for  the  army.  That,  however,  was  one  of  the  main 
grounds  on  which  he  had  from  the  beginning  reprobated  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  measure.  He  had  stated  all  along,  and 
it  was  now  confirmed  by  experience,  that  so  far  from  being  an 
innocent  bill,  not  only  could  it  do  no  good  itself,  it  had  even 
impeded  the  recruiting,  by  not  only  contiMuiug  but  even  en* 
hancing  the  bounties.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  com- 
plained that  the  measure  had,  in  some  respect,  been  treated 
with  ridicule.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that  there  never 
was  a  thing  so  much  entitled  to  be  treated  with  ridicule,  nor 
one  where  ridicule  was  so  much  a  test  of  truth.  If  gentlextien 
had  exerted  themselves  to  devise  any  thing  which  should  be 
calculated  to  excite  ridicule  against  the  government,  what 
could  they  have  invented  more  likely  to  i^oduce  it — ^the  mere 
intention  of  recruiting  the  regular  army  by  parish  officers  ? 
Aifter  dwelling  on  the  inefficacy  of  the  measure,  he  concluded 
i>y  declaring  that  he  would  have  conceived  the  bill  a  bad 
measure  if  it  had  even  succeeded.  If.  would,  in  his  opinion,  ^ 
have  gradually  cut  up  and  undermined  the  ordinary  recruiting 
for  the  army.  It  had,  however,  so  completely  failed,  that  he 
was  convinced  every  gentleman  who  came  up  from  the  country 
In  the  beginning  of  this  session,  expected  it  would  have  been 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  to 
mcyve  for  its  repeal. 

General  Norton  wished  the  act  to  be  adhered  tq. 

Mr,  Langbam  would  vote  for  the  continuance  of  the  act  | 
but,  in  doing  so,  he  should  not  pledge  himself  to  vote  agains( 
the  administration. 

Colonel  Stewart  was  in  favour  of  the  act,  until  an  entire 
D^w  plan  should  be  introduced  for  improving  the  army. 

-Vox..  I.  1805.  3  Q  Mr.Whithtai 
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Mr*  Whithread  expressed  much  surprise  ait  many  of  the  as« 
^crtions  made  use  of  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt), 
and  still  greater  surprise  that  on  a  question  of  such  importance" 
no  one  should  have  spoken  on  the  same  side  but  the  right 
lion,  gentleman  ^imsclL    He  was  anxious  to  have  heard  the 
s'entiments  of  a  noble  lord  opposite  to  him  (Lord  Castlereagh), 
and  of  a  learnedi  gentleman  still  in  of&te  (the  Attorney  Ge-^ 
icral)i  both  of  whom  were  members  of  the  late  administra* 
tjon,   hut  now  connected  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman* 
Amidst  that  silence,  and  however  inopportunely  he  might 
rase,  he  must  at  least  observe  that  the  rij^t  hon.  gentleman 
Kad  abandoned  the  principal  and  sole  ground  on  which  he 
seemed  to  rely  for  the  success  of  the  measure.    Not  a  word 
ijA  he  say,  of  that  enthusiasm,   of  those  sympathies  which 
were  to  form  its  soul,  and  which  were  to  induce  men  to  en* 
l^t,  as  by  the  operation  of  .magic,  and  to  accomplish  the  ori- 
ginal object  of  the  act  in  one  year.     All  these  grounds  of  his 
former  hopes  he  appeared  to  have  completely  abandoned ;  and 
l^  so  doing  he  had  in  reality  given  up  the  whole  virtue  and 
efficacy  of  the  act.     Why  then  not  agree  to  the  repeal  of  it, 
and  endeavour  to  propose  a  substitute  r  In  tlxree  months  after 
the  passing  of  the  act,  it  was  to  have  raised  i8|Oqo  men,  but 
it  was  soon  fecund  the  machine  would  not  go,  on,  though  all 
the  ministers,  with  Lord  Hawkesbury  at  their  head,  put  their 
shoulders  to  it.     What  was  the  result  ?   Ministers  su${>ende(i . 
its  operation  till  the  15th  November,  without  any  other  au-' 
thority  tlian  that  of  the  secretary  of  state.    Such  is  the  mis* 
chief  which  is  observed  to  arise  froin  the  complexity,  the  un- 
intelligibility,  and  the  impracticability  of  such  acts  of  parlia* 
ment.    These  were  the  causes  of  its  fiiilure^  and  not  any  in* 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  community.    The  assessment^ 
of  the  penalties  was  suspended  on  the  15  th  November,  and  it 
was  only  on  the  i8th  February  that  orders  were  issued  to  as- 
sess them.     Is  it  not  then  clear  that  the  original  principle /)f 
tHe  bill  was  relinqulslied,  and  that  its  operation  is  now  limited 
merely  to  the  assessment  of  the  penalties^   Then  it  has  npt 
h[therto  operated  as  it  was  expected  to  do;   nor  will  it  ever 
operate  so,  or  be  attended  with  any  effect  but  that  of  an  un* 
just,  oppressive,  and  unwairantahle  assessment.    Then  it  is 
money  only,  and  not  mcnj  that  it  endeavours  to  raise.;   Aa 
act  so  oporessivc  was  never  enacted  by  any  l^islature.    Why 
not  repeal  it,  as  it  could  not  be  cfFective  ?    As  to  the  volun- 
teers (he  was  one  himself),  he  did  not  tl>ink  so.highly^f 
tlfem  as  hl& friend  anJ  many  other  gentlemen^  he  however 
V  .  .  "  \,  thought 
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thought  them  capable  oteveiy  thift^tfiat  Wufd  6e  reisotiabt/ 
expected  from  thein  lA  tiheir  prcsefit  Situation,  ftut  they  werif 
Abt  now  in  as  great  number  *as  when  the.  bift  first*  passed. 
They  were  then  computed  ^t  ^B^Oj^bCo  infen.^  The  idea  of  suclf 
a  force,  created  perfect  secdrltV  in  'some  ittinds.  "They  no\^ 
howler  amounted  to  onlj  j66,ooo|  men.;,^1rhc  Ibppmg  otf 
off  the  1 20,000  ^did.  not  seem  ItiiStit  tost  id  diminish  the  sei 
curity  they  before  cxciteS,  it  "ir^  stiSCas  p^ri^ct  as  ever.  Wajsl 
h  not  absurd  to  ^Xult  bVi^r'the  nuihWdf'pis  fo^  ^  Sh^ 
gross?  for  whatever  iniprx)Vertent  iii  discipline  they  aiay-have 
made,  they  could  not  yet  be  supposed  to  haVe  reached  thi| 
wished-for  degree  of  perfection.^  .As  to  the'^  situation  oT  ifs^ 
country,  bethought  the  Evasion,  wis  as  much,  or  more' to 
he  dreaded  tHan  ever.  Tiie  enemy  had  accumulated  their 
fercc^  and  the  attack  t^,*  therefore,  more  formidabie ;  aii^ 
circumstances  have  sFiice  occurred,  to  prove  that  we  caripoV 
prcvetlt  that  accumulation ;  the  attempts  made  to  prevent  iP 
nave  acquired  no  credit  for  thbse  who  jplanded,  or  those  wW 
endeaVoured  to  execute  them.  .Tliey  hate'  only  served  t& 
convince  the  enemy  that  we  aj!*e  unable  to  annoy  them.  Be« 
fides,  two  squadrons  have  lately  escaped,  firom  the  Frenchf 
ports,  in  spite  of  the  Vigilance  of  our'nay^^j  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear that  any  information  has  fcX  been  obtained  of  their 
destination.  Then  where  is  T>ur  boasted  security  ?  is  it  not 
less  than  last  yelr  ?  Every  thing,  in  short,  tdnds  to  shew  the 
impotence  of  the  bill,  and  the  deterioration  of  our  nation^ 
force.  The  repeal  o(  it  Only  can  lead  tb'  an  effectual  ana 
tnncly  remedy. 

,  Hfr,  Bragge  Sathurst  thought  it  would  be  unbecoming  in 
him  to  remain  silent  after  the  call  that  had  been  made  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  brought  forward  the  motion,  ox' 
those  who  had  ppposed  the  bill.  Though  he  opposed, tM 
measure  in  tke  first  instance,  he  did  not  peeni  it  proper  tha£ 
it  should  be  repealed  before  it  received  a  fair  triaC  If  i^ 
should  i>e  repealed  without  the  trial  which  parliament  had  ih- 
tended,  there  would  not  remain  any  thing  to  be  trusted  to 
but  this  voluntary  ieal  and  spirit  of  the  country.  As  to  cn- 
lisring  for  a  limited  time,  many  different  opinions  prevailed^ 
amongst  high  military  authorities^  aiid,  for  his  part,  hef 
riiought  it  impracticable.  He  considered  the  measure  rather 
^  an  act  of  parliament  than  with  a  view  to  the  intentions  of 
the  proposers.  The  fines  were  the  next  point  objected  to  i 
but  unless  these,  should  be  enforced  the  bill  would  not  have  4 
^aiir  trials  and  the  x'ight  hon.  gentleman  }ud  laidj  that  if  thd 

3  Q  a  bill 
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^ill  should  Operate  only  as  a  financial  measure^  he  should  give 
it  up..  Tjie  Don.  mQver  had  called  oa  those  who  opposed  the 
measure/  to  support  ^is  motion;  and  as  the  call  was  not  .so 
much  from  that  hon.  member  as  from  those  with  whom  he 
^ctedj  he  should  ^Ic  whatt  jight  they*,  who  had  never  given 
any  support  to  the  persons  to'w^om  the  appeal  was  made,  had 
to  caH  for  their  support  ?  Thp  hon.  meipberhad  asked  whethor 
<hey  could  upop  Sicir  ho^^VTj  ikying  .thciirTiands  upon  th«r 
feasts,  dec^e  f^t  under  certain  circumstances  they  would 
vote  for  ^he  bill.  Such ;  an  appieal  was  unparliamentary^ 
:|hd'he  should  npt' therefore  ask  the  hon.  gentlemaui  who. 
Boasted  much  of  the  sppport  he  had  given,  perhap  with  some. 
temptations,  though  he  ^li^ed  he  h^  never  given  that  ad- 
ministration a  vote,;  whiit'he  would  haye  dqne.  under ^other 
circumstances  ?  For  himself  he  could  coiiscientiously  say,..that 
Kfbre  he  had  heard  of  tlici  cven^  of  tl\e' statement  madip  .that 
flight,  he  should  yot^  as  he;  th^n  m^t  to  do«  He  knew  that 
it  was  not  ejthqr  his.  own  w.ish,  or  that  of  his  connexions  tot 
^ive  a  litigious,'  'harassing,  or  vc xatioiis  opposition  to  hi^ 
majesty's  government,  and  that  they  were  paforming  a  pain* 
ful  duty  in  oppoH"!  ^^^^.^^^  ^^^  ^f  ^^^^  adn>inistratioQ*  fie 
then  adverted  ,t6  the  object  of  the  motion,. as  not  beizig.9p 
much  the  discussion  of  the  question  as  to  procure  a  change  of 
ministers ;  and  he  contended  that  those  at  present  united  in 
the  government,  wp-e  more  likely  to  act  cordially  tpgether, 
than  those  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hoyse,  who  neither 
^ere  agreed  on  the  present  si)bject|  nor  ppon  any  other. 
"  Ijord  A.  Hamilton '  and  Mr.  Fuller  each  said  a  £^  wonk 
\p  favour  of  the  motion.     ... 

Mr.  Tiernep  enumerated  the  different  measures  th^  had* 
^en  adopted  by  the  late  adipinistration,  tp  whi^h  he  belongedt 
to  meet  the  es^igepcie^  of.  the  country,  in  which  he  h:^d  con* 
curred  *,  and  from  all  he'had  seen  since^  he  had  no  reason  tQ 
^Iter  his  opinion.  It  might  be  said  that  this  opinion  he  con* 
tinued  from  obstinacy  *,  ^nd  it  had  been  urged  that  the  bill 
^ijght  to  be  allowed  a  fair  trial,  but  he  never  wished  the  bill 
tQ  be  adopted,  or  to  have  been  tried  at. all.  The  ripht  hop, 
ffentleman  had  stated  that  this  measure  would  have  me  efiecf 
pf  altering  altogether  the  whole  military  system  of  the  coun<* 
try,. and  therefore  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view  ho  thought 
it  objectionable,  and  this  objection  no  trial  could  remove. 
He  ttiought  the  fines  a  most  grievous  oppr^ion.  To  enact 
them  was  as  much  as  to  tell  the  parties,  that  if  they  did 
f^9t  prevail  upon  a  certain  person  to  do  an  act  not  dependent 
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on  tthof  they  should  be  liable  to.  a  certain  pendty.    Men' 
were  ii9k^  willing  to  take -under  fifteen.guinea$»  and  the  hiH 
told  the  ^^iriah  officers  that  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  would  be 
iaidonuftess  they  should  prevail  bn  the  men  to  accept  of 
ten,    Thd  vote  he  should  give-  fibr;the  motion  was  to  mam* . 
tain  his  cdnsiatency,  and  iadpi&g  this  he  shdidd  be  paying- ar- 
tribute  to  that  ^miniitRition  whose  measures  would  be  re- 
mendserot  with  gratitude  by  the  countryt  when  the' party. spi^ 
rit  o^  the  present  daTr^Ottld'be  entirely  forgotten. 

Jtfr.  /%M^id|  that  -at'  solute  an  honr$;  and  after  th^  very 
ample  duKussion  the.iubject.had  already  obtained,  he  should, 
detain  tho  house  with  but  very  few  remaek^^    A  right  houw 
gentleman. (Mr.  Bragge  Bathnrst)  had'said^  that  it  wns  not- 
hir  to  ask  him  to  statt  npon:his  homourwh^  would  have  fabes 
his  conduct  with  respfect  to- any  measibe.intitflrerent  circum«>. 
stances;  and  that  it. ams. sufficient  foe  him  to  gine  his  hohesd 
opinion  of-it  when  itcame'before  him*  ;  It  was  true,  indeed^': 
that  a  difference  of  cirtumalsanees  might  produce  ^differenced 
of  sentiment.    The  eight  hon.  gcmlemanhad  last  year  stated 
his  sentiments  on  this  Ml;  and.  though* he  did  not  choose  A»i 
aiale  «diat*the  senttnients  of  himself  and  his  noble  relation' 
(Lord-ftidnoutb)  on.the  subject  were,  previous  to  the  late  aiv . 
rangetn^nr  in  administration,  thciv  hardly  could  be  a  doubt* 
that  they  had  formed  some  opinion  in  the  course  of  the  sum-: 
mer.     1  he  right  hon.  gentleman  said  to<^  that  he  and  his. 
noUe  relation  were  resolved  not  to  ei^age  in  a  litigious,  a 
vexatious,  and  a  £ictious opposition  to  government*    Doubt-*' 
less  they  would  not  engage  man  opposition  which  they  them«- 
selves  thought  so ;  and^tbey  might  fairly  suppose  that  others  * 
would  not  do  so,  or  at:least;canfess  that  tfieir  Opposition  was 
litigioos  and  vexations^'    But  the  distinction  of  the  right  hon. 
geutkman  was  erroneous.    He  did  not  think  it  litigious  and 
vexatious  to  oppose  a. measure, before  it  had. been  tried  at  all; 
but  he  seemed  to  think  it  litigious  and  .factious  to  support  a 
motion  for  the  repeal  of  a  measure  which  had  been  tried  and 
had  failed  completely.     He  said  too  that  those  who  opposed? - 
a  war  did  not  ^liy.iys  move  for  peace.    This  was  true,  because 
it  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  repeal  a  war  like  an  act  of  par- 
lament  ;  and  when  a  ^v^ar  was  commenced,  it  was  not  practi- 
cable at  every  mon^ent  to  obtain  peace,  nor  might  it  be  pru- 
dent to  move  for  it.     But  surely  this  case  had  no  analogy ' 
with  that  of  an  act  of  parliament  which  experience  had  con- 
demned ;  a  measure  which,  professing  to  raise  men,  imposed 
fmly  4n  oppressive  and  unequal  tax  on  the  community*    It 
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bad  been  insintisited  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mrd^m) 
that  on  the  dhrbion  on  the  motion 'of  hia  right  koAricnd* 
(Mr.  Windham)  hv*  Mr.  F0X5  had  exhibited  something' Uke 
'  svtlkj  di82q)pointment  at  die  resuk  of  iu  He  wa^  not  con* 
sciovis  of  any  sooh  feeling ;  but  if  it  was  cansidefe4  that  lasf* 
year  upwards  of  two  hundred  members  liad  voted  for  that 
motion,  and  that  this  year  the  number  was  reduced  undef  one 
hundred.;  when  it  was  x2onsiderdi  that  the  right  bon.  ge|itlo» 
man,  by  whom  he  was  so  little  in  tbe  habit  of  being  support- 
ed, and  of  whose  snpport,  therefore,  he  w^s  so  covetous,  had 
onUhat  occasion  voted  for;  bis  motion,  and  that  without  an^ 
change  of  affairs,  except  this  very  bill^  had  this  year  voted 
against  a  motidn  ^ecisely  similar^  it  would  not  hove  b^ 
snsprising^if  some  tlegtceof  dxagrin  had  been  fek.  Frequent 
dttosions  had  been  made  to  differences  between  members  on 
the  opposition  side  of  the  house,  yet  surely  the  differences 
npon  the  volunteer  system  pardcUlariy  were  not  now  for  the 
&3t  time  announced;  and  last  year,  though  folly  as  great  as 
nbw,  they  had  formed  no  objection  to  the  right  hon.  gentie- 
man's,  voting  along  with  men  so  differing,- for  a  committee  of 
the  whole  house  to  consider  of  the-  mflitary  defence  -ef  the 
country.  Those  differences,  indeed,  it  was  never  atrempred 
to  disguise;  but  he  believed  that  on  the  ministerial  Side  more 
pains  would  be  taken  to  perfect,  the  coaHtlon,  and  all  sides,  no 
doubt,  would  bring^  with  tbem  a  pleasing  disposition  to  be 
mutually  convinced^  and  to  make  up  past  diff^credccs.  But 
what  reason  had  Mr«  Pitt  to  throw  oat  taunts  against  the  junc* 
tion  of  opposition  ?  Did  he  findfau^t  with  that  junction  last 
year ;  a  junction  without  wkich  he  (M#.«Pitt)  probaUy  woaM 
not  have  sat  where  he  now  is,  the  country  would  have  been 
dqn-ived  of  hits  services,  nay,  probablyi  would  nor  have  had 
the  benefit  of  that  bill,  now  so  tdiaciously  defended  i  Sorely, 
then,  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  of  -all  men,  ought  to  make* 
no  complaints  of  that  coalition. 

'  ■■'■■  Non  aHatn  renturo  Neroni. 
To  this  coalition  alone  was  the  right  hon.  gentleman  indebted 
fpr  his  present  situation.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
coalitions,  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham;  had  said 
enough  to  repel  arty  charge  of  that  kind.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  had 
always  been  of  opinion,  that  unless  public  men  could  be  per- 
suaded to  lay  aside  their  animosities  on  past  transactions,  which 
/Jid  not  necessarily  influence  their  conduct  in  different  circum- 
6tances>  it  would  be  impossible  that  this  government  could 
subsist,  at  least  ^th  as  it  was  Csublididd  at  the  revolution. — 

For 
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For  insunce,  what  was  there  to  hinder  those  who  had  diSeried 
about  the  AiDierican  war^  to  agree  as  to  the  policy  of  this 
country  towards  American  independence  ?  Or  what  was  there 
to  prevent  thooe  who  had  difiered  about  the  last  French  war^ 
£npin  concurring  in  the  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  id 
another  war  ?  But  what  was  the  coalition  of  the  right  hon« 
gentleman  with  those  he  had  last  year  opposed  so  warmly  I 
Had  he  not  publicly  branded  his  predecessors  as  incapaMe  and 
imbecile  ?  Had  he  not  insinuated  that  they  had  as  Itttte  ho« 
nour  as  -sense  ?  And  had  he  not  restored  all  those  incapable 
ministers  to  the  ministry,  with  all  their  unfitness  ?  But  to 
come  to  the  bill  itself.  B^ore  he  proceeded  to  ex^mAine  it,  he' 
must  take  notice  of  an  observation,  that  besides  the  merits  of 
this  bill,  the  improvement  of  our  naval  situation  had  been  so 
great  as  of  Jtself  to  be  an  argument  against  any  inquiry.  Up- 
on that  subject,  on  which  the  .right  hon.  gentleman  affectedi 
to  be  so  confident  of  triun^h,  an  opportunity- should  in  some 
shape,  be  afforded  him  in  the  course  of  the  session  to  shew 
how  far  his  boasts  were  well  founded,  and  probably  it  would 
turn  out  that  there,  as  well  as  in  the  military  department^ 
ministers  had  very  little  cause  to  exult  in  what  they  had  donev 
The  otjcct  of  the  bill  was  to  raise  **  forthwith**  a  considerable 
number  of  men*  Bui  what  had  it  done?  About  18,000  men 
was  the  deficit  to  be  supplied  in  the  reserve  act,  and  9,000 
xaore  were  to  be  added  before /October  ^8.05,  being  in  all 
27,000  men.  In  fajrt,  however,  it  appeared  from  the  papers . 
on  the  table,  that  in  England  not  more  than  4,700  would  on 
the  ratio  of  the  men  hitherto  raised  be  obtained.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  specifically  promise  to  raise  27,000 
men,  the  whole' tenor  of  his  speeches,  his  charges  of  imbe«  - 
cility  against  his  predecessors,  and  his  declarations  c^  the  ne* 
cessity  of  an  immediate  addition  to  our  force,  clearly  shewed  ^ 
that  a  prompt  and  effectual  increase  of , our  force  was  the  6tK» 
jcct  of  this^biU,  and  this  object  had  completely  failed*  Here. 
Mr.  Fox  entered  into  a  statement  of  the  returns,  from  which 
he  deduced  that  4,700  was  all  the  men  that  would  be  raised 
before  October  1805.  But  it  was  said  that  it  was  not  till 
November  that  the  bill  was  put  in  execution ;  if  so,  whose 
finite  was  it?  But,  in  fact,  the  bill  had  been  begun  to  be  executed 
in  September,  and  on  the  date  of  its  return  of  men  up  to  the  • 
present  time,  it  could  not  in  the  whole  produce. more  than  * 
4,700  men.  It  was  said  too  that  the  bill  was  caxrted  by  a  smaQ 
majority,  and  that  it  had  to  encounter  the  effect  of  that  op-*, 
position.    He  did  iM^t  believe  that  ax\y  ^bsta(;le  whatever,  i 

arising 
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trising  Trom  this  cause)  had  Been  opposed  to  the  bill*     Bqc 

had  he  not  warned  the  initiisters  not  to  push  this  bill  agaiast 

the  sense  of  the  majority  of  the  English  members  of  parli»« 

ment,  because  the  measure  could  not   be  advantageouslf 

brought  forward  against  the  sense  of  the  pablic  at  large  i  It 

was  said  too  that  expectations  were  entertained  that  the  bill 

would  be  fepcailed.     But  what  sort  of  defence  of  a  measure  b 

it  to  say  that  its  absurdity  was  so  palpable,  its  inefficacy  sa 

manifest,  that  all  men  believed  it  would  be  repealed,  and  b 

jaot  this  to  acknowledge,  rather  than  to  palliate  the  failure  ?-~- 

In  truth,  had  those  circumstances  now  pleaded  in  apology  for 

the  inefficacy  of  the  bill  been  stated  when  it  was  first  under 

discussion,  fhey  must  infallibly  have  produced  its  rejectibo. 

But  it  is  argued  that  the  bill  is  only  yet  on  trial. — It  was 

stated  by  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of  his  majesty^ 

•ouncil  (for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  is  exceedingly  teAadoos 

of  the  singular  number  on  this  occasion),  when  the  measure 

was  iSrst  proposed,  that  it  might  be  postponed.     Bnt  it-wat 

contended,,  that  there  was  no  room  for  delay.     Yet  surely  if 

.  the  bill  was  not  to  be  put  in  execution  till  winter,  as  is  now 

said,  there  could  have  been  no  reason  against  delaying  the 

passing  of  it  till  winter  too.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 

disclaimed  the  bill  as  a  tax ;  but  if  the  menace  of  a  pecimiarf 

fine  did  not  produce  men,  what  was  the  effect  of  penalty  but 

a  grievous,  a  monstrous  species  of  taxation  ?  and  if  cimtiniiedy 

it  could  have  no  eftcct  but  to  perpetuate  that  injustice.     But 

the  bill  had  assisted  the  recruiting  for  the  army.  '  In  what 

manner  had  it  done  so  ?   Was  it  not  merely  by  iht  negative 

part  of  it,  by  suspending  the  competition  and  the  high  boun* 

ties  i    That  was  recommended  by  his  right  hon.  friend  Mr. 

Windhan^  and  himself,  and  yet  that  which  is  now  held  out  as 

one  of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  ridiculed  as  an  absurd  ima- 

E 'nation.  Such  are  the  shifts  to  which  the  advocates  of  the 
11  are  driven  for  arguments  in  its  defence.  It  was  clear, 
indeed,  that  hitherto  it  had  done  nothing,  and  never  could 
prove  of  any  utility.  Could  it  then  be  denied  that  the  mea- 
sure had  been  tried  and  had  completely  failed  ? — In  truth, 
whatever  efficient  force  there  was  in  the  country  was  to  be 
ascribed  solely  to  the  measures  of  the  imbecile  ministry,  and 
the  friends  of  that  ministry  did  not  hesitate  to  claim  that  mc^ 
rit  for  them.  'i*he  right  hon.  gentleman,  therefore,  was  ia 
fairness  bound  to  recant  and  abjure  those  opprobrious  charges 
be  had  so  clamorously  made  against  the  late  ministers,  hii 
present  coUeagucs.->*-H>  indeed^  he  did  not  do  so  ia  words,  he 

did 
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didso  by  facbt  for  to  their  memircs  abac  he  Iliad  tnistedy. 
smi  the  only  Attempt  made  to  add  to  what  theyhad  done,  had* 
proved  atterly.nngatory.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  was  t^od. 
«0Of  tfi  fairness  to  the  opposition  tvfaohad  assisted  in  the  over^ 
dirW  of  the  late  miQiscry,  deeming  them  unfit  for  their  $t»^ 
tions,  to  shew  that  he  is. more  abki  more  tigorous^  and  ener« 
gctic  than  thejF  were.  He  wis^e^ed  upon  by.his  own  honour. 
smd.  reputation,  to  furnish  sonie/better  proof  of  his  superior 
^ims  to  the  confidence-  of  the  liation,  than  sudr  a  miserable 
}^  asthe^iiresent )  fei*  it  never  could  be  imagined  that  a  mea- 
ware  so.fiDdUo*4nd  impotent  was  the  ofispring  of  an  efficient 
minister,  or  .of  great  and  powerful>  talents*:  Mr.  Fox  con* 
eluded  by*  giving  his  cordial  assent  to  the  motion. 
:  Lord  Cmtkrwgk  replied  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  stated  that^  upoli 
wt  ave^i^  of  the  last  six  weeks,  the  bill  h«id  produced  203. 
men  per  week^  [Qie  bill  tjberefpre  was  going  on  progressively 
(a  answer  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended.  It  shoula 
likewise  be  recoUected,  that*  this  measure  did  not  take  away 
fecruits  from  the  arniy,  but  was  subordinate  to  the  regular  ar- 
my; and  that  all  the  recruits  obtained  by  it  were  clear  gain. 

Mr.  y^nstom  rose  to  reply  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  on  his 
statement  of  the  military  force,  but  the  cry  for  the  question 
^dras  so  loud,  that  we  could  not  distinaly  hear  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  not  surprised  that  the  tioble  lord  had  felt 
so  forcibly  that  he  and  his  iriends  had  been  called  upon  for 
^ome  answei^  and  for  their  reasons  for  still  supporting  this 
J[>ill.  If  they  had  given  no  answer,  it  might  very  fairly  have 
been  inferred  that  it  was  because  they  had  nothing  to  say.  In' 
iheir  answer,  howe\'er,  they  took  care  to. avoid  the  main  ob* 
jections,  that  it  was  unconstitutional  in  its  principle,  and  that 
it  had  completely  failed  in  its  effect.  The  noble  lord,  how- 
ever, conceived  that  the  argument  of  the  bill  not  haVihg  been 
fairly  tried,  was  too  strong  for  the  great  abilities  of  bis  hon. 
£riend  (Mr.  Fox)  to  combat.  He  had  forgotten, .  however, 
that  the  greatest  part  of  that  hon.  gentleman's  speech  was  en- 
tirely directed  to  this  very  point,  and  to  prove  that  there  was 
nothing  to  be  hoped  or  expected  fro;n  it.  In  Ireland,  whero 
it  was  ^aid  the  bill  had  produced  men,  the  fact  was,  that  not 
a  man  had  enlisted  for  general  service,  which  was  the  pro* 
fessed  object  of  the  bill;  and  in  England,  if  the  number  raised 
by  regimental  recruiting  was  subtracted,  it  would  appear  that 
there  had  been  no  more  than  787  men  raised  by  the  parish  of* 
ficers  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  when  it  was 
considered  that  the  promise  went  as  far  as  raising  27,000  b^ 

Vol.  I.  1805,  3R  Ibis 
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diis  tusie.  ..He  then  observed^ 'that  the  right  hatu  gontleman- 
^Jyfil  Pitt)  had  complained  that  he  had  used  harsh  uid  strmig 
Icmgii^  towards;^!!!  V  although  he  was  a  wartii  speaker  ni» 
the  house,  he  never  harboured  much' personal  animositj  agaisse 
asy  man;  .he. supposed,  however,  the  ri^t  hon,  gentlema» 
meant  to  contrast  his  language  wkh  his  own  sing&iar  gentle-* 
ness  and  meeieness  of  manners,*  his  moderation  and  total  ab^ 
stioentre  from  sarcastic  or  biting  remarks.  He  had  stated  tfaa^ 
be  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  wandued  entirely  from  the  subject  9 
that  he  appeared  ta-know  nothing  of  the  bill,  except  its  titled 
and  that  he  appeared  to  have  ho^u'cied*  tip  a  cDlketson^of  jests 
>nd  sarcasms  to  throw  out  upon  hkn.  If  hi»  speecbj  how«( 
ever,  Iiad  been  so  very  ignorant  and  unworthy  c&^hjB  serious 
attentidn  of  the  house,  there  was  na  occasion  for- the-  right 
hon.  gVntlemsin  to  jump  up  immediately  to  reply  t»  ithknadf  s- 
*•  Ncc  Deus  iTit^rsit,  nisi  Deo  rtndice  nodus,"  '     '  *    "*     ' 

t^as  a  hiaxifll  well  understood  by  that  gentlemagl  *  The  rigKt 
Hon.  gentleman  had  dttacked  him  for  bringing  Ikarges  agains^ 
Bis  colleagues,  who  were  not  in  that  house  to  defend  them- 
selves :  he  had  taken  up  the  glove  for  the  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty. Tor  his  part,  he  had  really  a  respect  for  that  noble 
lord  as  a  man  of  business,  that  did  not  pretend  to  ftiorc  talents 
than  he  possessed  j  but  there  were  many  differences  Betweeii 
him  and  his  predecessor  in  office ;  he  had  no  occasion  to  be 
at  his  desk  by  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  examining  abuses  ; 
but,  on  the  otiier  hand,  he 'went  in  a  boat  to  superintend,  05 
rather  to  judge  wth  critical  eye  of  the  ex|4osion  of  his  owa* 
catamarans.  >  At  Walmer  Castle,  he  and  his  right  hon» 
frend  had  another  Alexander's  feast.  Whether  they  had 
a  'Hmotheus  of  their  party  report  docs  not  say;  tht  jolly 
god,  howevcs^  was  not  absent.  There,  like  Alexander^ 
*  they  seized  a  torch  with  fury  to  destroy,"  and  if  they  did 
not  succeed,  perhaps  it  was  because  thetic  was  no  Thais  at 
Walhxcr  Castle.  But  (continued  Mr,  Sheridan)  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (MnPitt)  has  thought  fit  ta  charge  me  with 
■  insincerity  in  tlie  support  I  gave  to  the  late  administration* 
I  say  that  this  charge  is  contrary  to  the  feet :  I  gave  my  sup- 
pdt^t  to  it  with  the  utmost  good  feith,  and  I  know  that  Lord 
$idmouth  has  always  been  ready  to  acknowledge  it.  But, 
supposing  I  had  not  supported  him  with  fidelhy  and  finn« 
ness}'  what  then  ?  I  never  had  professed  to  do  so^  either  to. 
that  ministry  or  to  this  house :  1  approved  of  their  mca- 
^res,  and  I  thought  besides,  that  then*  continuance  in' office 
was  a  secUrityagaiast  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  rettun  to 

power^ 
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|x>wcr,  whipk  I  alwjays  oonsidered  as  the  greatttt  national  ca-* 
iamity.  If,  indeed^  I  had»  like  him,  recommended.  Mr.  Ad-^ 
4[ington  to  his  majesty  and  the  public,  as  thct  fittest  person  to 
-fill  his  high  situation,  because  it  was  a  coni^entent  step  to  my 
own  safety,  in  retiring  from  a  station  which  I  had  grossly 
abused^  and  which  I  could  not  longer,  till  with  iionour  or  se- 
curity :  if,  having  done  so  firom  such  UQwatxtntable  motives, 
I  should  have  tapered  off  by  dqgroes,  from  a  promised  sup« 
port,  when  I  saw  that  th^e  minister  of  .my  own  .choice  was  ac- 
iquiring  a  greater  stability  and  popularity  than  J[  wished  for  t 
and  if,  when  I  saw  an  opening  to  my  own  return  !to  power  at 
a  safer  period  than  when  I  had  left  it,  I  had  entered  into  a 
.combination  with  others  vdbom  I  meant  also  to  betray^  from 
the  sole  lust  .of  power  and  office,  in  oftier  to  remove  him  i 
and  if,  under  the  dominion  of  these  base  appetitesj  I  had  then 
treated  with  ridicule  and  contempt  the  very  man  whom  I  had 
just  before  held  up  ctothe  choice  of  my  sovereign,  and  the 
approbation^  this  house  and  the  public i  i  should,  indeed^ 
jiave  deserv^  the  contempt  of  all  sound  poljflcsans,  and,  tfaf 
execration  of  every  honest  private  man ;  I  should,  indeed^ 
<have  deserved  to  be  told  not  merely  that  {.  wa$  Im^IIow  and  in** 
sincere  in  flqr«uppoEt»  but  that  X  was  meaui  base^  and  pcr« 
;^dious. 

The  hoose  then  (fi;vided^ 

For  JKbr.  Sheridan's  motion      -  .        -    ^^7 
iVgainsek      -  -  -  -    2.6j 

Majority  fiar  the  minister         ^  ,        •    140 

About  fo«r  cfdock  in  the  morning  ;fche  house  adjourned* 

Z^t  rf  the  above  Minority, 

AdairrR  Brooke,  C  .  T 

Andovcr,  Vlwwnt    .  Bunbury,  Sk  T.  ft,  ,  ♦ 

Andrews,  Miles  P«  Byng,  George  .♦ ' 

AnsoOf  Thomas  Calcraft,  Ji  ■   -    \ 

Astley,  Sir  J.  Calvert,  J.  •  *" 

J^bington,  T.  Cavendish,  Xocd  Gear]gpB 

Bagenel,  Walter  Caulfield,  Hon.  H. 

Baker,  W.  <:hapman,r  Charles 

Bamfylde,  SirC.  .Coke,  Dan.Pv 

Barday,  George  Combe,  H.  C   .   .    . 

Barlowj,  P.W.  Cooke,  Bryan 
Bouverie,  H«i»  £»               .    Courtenay,  John 

frogdeuj  i.  .  Creeveyi  Thoraco 
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Daley,  D.  Bowes 
Dolben,  Sir  W. 
Douglas^  Marquis 
Dundasy  C. 

Dundasy  Hon*  C.  L,    . 
Dundas,  Hon.  6.  H.  L. 
Pandas,  Hon.  h. 
Eliot,  William 
Erskine,  Hon.  Thomas 
£brington,  Lgrd 
Fane,  John    - 
FcUowcs,  R* 

Fitzgerald,  Right  Hon.  J. 
Fitzpatrick,  Right  Hon.  R» 
Foley,  Hon.  A. 
Fojcy,  T. 
iFolkes,  Sir  M.  , 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Fox,  Hon.  C.  L 
Francis,  P.   ' 
Geary,  Sir  William 
Giks,  D.     ' 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Grenville,  Right  Hon.  T. 
Grey,  Hon.  Charles 
Haxnilton,  Lord  A, 
Heathcote,  SirG. 
Hippbley,  Sir  J.  C 
Hoibnd,  Benry^  juiu 
Hughes^  William  Lewis 
llulkes,  James 
Hursti  R^ 
Hutchinson,  H.  C  li 

lofanstone,  George 
ICekr^  H*  Qenras 
IGnnaqrdy  Hon.  C 
Xniriit,R«  Payne 
I^dbrooke,  Robert 
Langhanif  James    - 
jLangton,  W.  G. 
La^ouchcy  J.  jun* 
Latouche9  R. 
Xw^csc^  French 


Lawley,  Sir  Robert 

Lemon,  J. 

Lemon.  Sir  W« 

Lloyd,  J.  M. 

Macmahon^  J. 

Maddocks,  W.  A. 

Markhaqi,  J. 

Martin,  R.  (Galway) 

Middleton,  W. 

Milbanke,  Sir  R. 

Milner,  Sir  W.  M. 

Moore,  G.P. 

Moore,  .P. 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Morris,  Edward 

Mostyn,  Su"  T, 

North,  Dudley 

Northey,  William 

Newport,  Sir  John 

Ord,  WiUiam 

Ossulton,  Lord 

Palk,  Siic  Laurence 

Palmer,  John 

Feirse,  H. 

Pdham,  Hon.  C  A, 

Petty,  Lord  Hcxiry     - 

Plumer,  William 

Ponsonby,  Right  Hon.  W*  B« 

Poynt?,  William  g. 

Prpby,  Viscount 

Pulteney,  Sir  William 

Pitches,  John 

Raine,  Jonathan 

Russell,  Lord  Willian) 

St,  John,"  Hon.  St«  Af 

Scott»  Joseph 

Scudamore,  J.  . 

SheUey,  H.  JE^ 

SheUey,  T. 

Sheridan,  R.  B; 

Smith,  William 

Somenrille,  SirM« 

Spencar,  Lard  R. 

Stanley^  Lord 
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Tarlctofi,  B.  Ward,  Hon.  J.  W. 

Temple,  Earl  Western,  C. 

Ticmey,  Right  Hon.  Q.  Whitbrcad;  S- 

Townshend,  Lord  J,  Williams,  Owen 

TyrwKitt,  Thomas  Windham,  Right  Hon.  W» 

Vansittart,  George  Wynn,  C.  W.  W. 

Walpole,  Hon,  G.  Young,  Sir  W, 
Walpok,  Hon.  H. 


HOUSEOFLORDS; 

THUitSDAT,    MARCH  7. 

Tn  a  committee  of  privileges,  Mr.  Adam  was. heard  fat 
Xady  Henry  Fitzgerald  in  support  of  her  claim  to  the  Rous 
peerage;  Mr.  Romilly  appeared  for  Sir  Thomas  Windsor 
Hnnlock,  who  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  his  fatlier, 
since  the  claim  had  been  instituted,  now  appeared  as  a  party, 
«nd  was  allowed  till  that  day  se'nnight  to  produce  evidence 
of  his  client's  birth,  and  of  the  marriage  of  his  father  and 
mother;  to  which  day  the  farther  consideration  of  the  claiia 
was  postponed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolsack  to  call  the  itttenfioa 
of  their  lordships  to  some  matters  which  were  likely  soon  fo 
be  discussed  in  the  committee  of  privileges,  and  which  might 
incidentally  form  a  point  of  law  for  their  lordships*  considem^ 
tion  and  decision.  What  he  m^nt  to  allude  to,  were  certain 
flaims  set  up  for  a  right  to  vote  at  the  election  of  Irish  ^eri 
to  sit  in  the  imperial  parliament.  1  hc^  claims  might  be  su|>- 
posed  to  originate  in  letters  patent,  .granted  before  Ireland 
was  declared  independent  in  1782,  and  granted,  not  under 
the  great  seal  of  Ireland,  but  nnder  that  of  Great  Britain* 
These  daims  to  which  he  alluded  did  not  aspire  to  a  right 
of  the  peerage  itself,  but  merely  to  the  privilege  of  voting  d^ 
the  election  of  such  peers  as  were  to  be  returned  to  represfira: 
the  Irish  peerage;  Inese  considerations  the  noble  and  learned • 
lord  thought  it  proper  to  throw  out,  in  order  that*  nobl^ 
lords  might  comt  with  due  preparation  to  the  dtscusdon  of 
the  matter,  whenever  it  miglit  come  under  their  lordship^* 
consideration.  With  that  Vdew  he  should  think  it  expedient 
to  postjpone  till  Thursday  the  committee  of  privileges,  which 
stood  for  Tuesday  \  and  he  should  ther^re  move,  that  tfat 
^rder  be  made  out  for  that  day.    Ordered  accordingly. 

The  22,500,0001.  loan  biu,  and  the  additional  postage 
4uty  WU  went  through  a  committee,  and  were  reported. 

A  gca- 
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A  gentle^tian  from  the  secretary  of  staters  office  in  Ireland 
presented  an  account  of  the  bank  of  Ireland  notes  in  circula- 
tion on  the  15  th  day  of  each  month,  from  January  1804,  t« 
February  1805,  distinguishing  those  under  5L  Qcderod  ca 
be  printcdt— Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    MARCH  7. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  ot 
Ireland,  presented  a  list  of  pensions  on  the  Irish  estabJish* 
ment  granted  in  the  year  ^804*  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BuUey,  from  the  exchequer  <^ce,  gsnre  in  at  the  bar 
an  account  m  the  sums  of  money  which  have  been  issued  hj 
his  majesty^s  orders,  and  which  have  not  yet  been  made  good 
by  the  hotise.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 
<  Mr.  Kinnaird  presented  petitions  from  Perth,  Stirling,  and 
Domfemdine  against  the  late  <:om  law,  which  were*  severally 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  laying  an  addkiooal 
duty  on  husbandry  horses  was  put  off  till  Monday. 

The  sugar  drawback,  the  legacy  stamp  duty,  and  the  Isle 
of  Man  trade  regulation  bills  were  each  read  a  first  time,  suid 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  property  tax  bill  was  brought  up.  A 
clause  was  added  for  exempting  the  trustees  of  funds  vested 
in  their  hands  for  charitable  uses  only,  fimn  the  operation  of 
the  biU. 

The  third  reading  was  fixed  for  the  next  day,  with  an  un^ 
derstandii^  that-  it  should  be  further  postponed  if  other  bu- 
siness should  take  up  *the.  attention  of  the  house  to  a  later 
hour  than  would  be  convenient  (or  membera  to  eater  on  the 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  bilL 

Mr.  May  moved  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  dollar 
tokens  issued  by  thf:  bank  of  Ireland  from  the  time  of  their 
£rst  being  circulated  up  to  the  1st  of  the  fresdat  month, 
specifying  the  number  issued  in  each  months  and  the  quantity 
outstanding  on  the  last  day  of  the  month.  Ordered. ' 
-  Sir  J.  ^3fewport  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  bouse, 
an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  difiercot  sums  whick 
have  been  issued  by  the  government  of  Irdand  for  the  par«> 
pose  of  criminal  prosecutions  from  the  5th  of  January  1801, 
to  the  5th  of  January  1805J  with  a  copy  of  the  warrant  or 
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aachority  under  whkh  those  sums  were  issued  and  applied; 
together  with  a-  statement  of^  the  wfadle'  amount*  Ordered. 
'  Mr«  Jame»  Fitsgerald  then  tnoi^  the  production  of  an 
aceonnt.of  the  expenditurt  forthe  ^yurposes  of  civil  buldings 
in  Irehod,  frolic  -the  5th  of  {anoai^  tSoi,  to  the  5th  of 
January  18051  specifying  the  warrants  or  authorities  under 
which  the  diflferept  sums  were  paid^  and  the  statements  which 
had  been  previously  drawn  up.    Ordered. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  last  committeb' 
ftf  supply,'  in  which  several  sums  were  voted  'for-  miscelh' 
neous  services  in  Ireland.  Etfch  Resolution  ^^'read  twice, 
according  to  regular  fbrm^  and  they  were  severally  agreed  to 
by  dieh^use. 

VSALT^Ti*.  ""     ' 

. '  Mr.  Alexander  appeared  at  the  bar  with  the  report  of  the 
bill  for  imposing  an  additional  duty  on  salt ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  report  be  now  brought  up, 

Mr.  Jdhnsum  observed,  that  notwithstanding  the  policy 
or  imponcy  of  ^ying  on  this  additional  tax  was  a  subject 
which  might  be  s»d  to  be  nearly  exHnusted,  from  the  many 
obsepvationffthat  had  been  made  on  it  by  gentlemen  of  abi- 
lity, yet  he  should  not  think  that  he  faithfully  discharged  his 
diMty  to  hb  country  if  he  did  not  ehter  his  protest  agiainst  the 
adoption  of  such  a  measure.  I'he  hon.  member  took  a  ge- 
neral view  of  the  subject,  and  rested  his  principal  arguments 
against  the  bSi  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  in  1801^ 
adiMng  that  it  was  evident  that  a  pressure  was  then  complained 
of,  ami  that  the  committee  at  least  gave  them  some  distant 
hope  that  the  inconvenience  should  be  lessened  at  a  future 
period ;  and  yet  now  it  was  said  that  circumstances  were 
altered,  and  therefore,  instead  of  the  act  being  repealed  as 
Aey  expected,  an  additional  duty  must  be  laid  on.  If  this 
were  allied  to  common  life,  what  would  the  house  say  to 
the  case  of  an  inferior  pei^n  fiaving^  applied  to  a  superioi^  to 
relieve  him  from  some  peculiar  hai^hip  under  which  he  la- 
boured, when  the  superior  gave  him  reason  to  hope  that  the 
severity  of  the  circumstances  of  his  situation  should  be  mitt- 
gated  \  yet,  in  some  time  after  this,  tlie  superior  tells  him 
that  now  indeed  times  are  altered,  and  not  that  he  cannot 
give  him  that  redress  which  he  expected,  but  that  he  must 
}xj  on  him  a  double  burthen  ?  This  surely  was  not  a  sort  of 
language  which  Uiat  house  would  wish  to  hold  out  to  the 
people  of  Enghndi  and  all  this  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of 
subsidizing  foreign  powers*    In  S^oUandi  he  contended,  the 
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hardship  Wafr,  zttiich  greater  ^  it  would  <be  ahnoat  imyonibk  ta 
collect  thd  d\|ty  proposed;.. and  he  therefore  concluded  thai. 
-either  g^ntkinea  would  be  indii^  tamdce  souk  aUenttpn 
iti  the  provtfions  of  the  biU,  or.,  that  they  woidd  be  undar 
the  necessity  of  arresting  it$  progress  after  jt  bad  been  en* 
acted.  :  ,  :..,.,       r  --  .   -  ... 

.  Mr.  J^Af/raad  some  extfacts  from  the^report  of  ihe  coiai** 
piittee  of  1 80 1,  in, which  several  bounties  aad.drawbaciEs  q^. 
^her  artick^/were  enumeprtiied,  and  inferred,  from  thence 
Oiat  the  committee  did  not  confine  their  views  to  salt  alop^ 
as  tlvey  sppjce^pf  commuting  one  tax  for  anothcTy  and  pron^ 
posed  several  other  regtijatjoils.  .  As  to*  the  sut^ifcct  of-tb« 
application  of  the  money>  that  was  not  now  before  the  boosi^i. 
when  it  was,  it  wonld  be  .competent  to  the  hon^^ttio^ 
man  to  make  any  observatic^s,  or  submit  any  prop$l9ttioa  oa 
that  head  whicii  he  might  then  think  fit.  At  pfac^it  i^ 
house  ha(^.  to  consider  the  i»-opriety  of  laying?  m  the,propofiiiMb 
tax,  and  he  did  not  know  of  one  that  covM^be  more  c^ua^ly 
or  more  generally  laid  on  the  people.  It  nai  said»i<hac  ,th« 
tax  would  be  etaded,  or  would  be  unprodnctip^  in  Sfiotfeuid  ft 
but  there  was  uot  any  restricdcm^.or  reguiattoD^mth^fegavd^Q^ 
Scotland  which  would  not  apply  equally  to.Eiigihn^  Ha 
therefore  thought  the  observations  pf  the  hoaowraUe  gp^ 
tleman  were  unfounded,  and  voted  for  the  bringing  ^«p  ^ 
the  report. 

Mr.  Kvtmivd  said,  that  the  report  of  tbe  .cotnmittee  had 
been  ordered  to  be  reprinted,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the. 
present  bill  would  have  been  hurried  throv^h  tbehoyse,  imtil 
gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  rq>ort  mi^ 
n  u tely.  The  honourable  member  then  went  into  an  historical 
account  of  the  progress  of  the  salt  duty  fi*om  its.  commence* 
nient,  and  stated  what  were  its  effects  at  different  prriodsy 
from  which  he  concluded  that  the  propos^sd  .additional  duty 
was  both  impolitic  and*  unjust ;  impolitic,  because  it  would 
tend  to  discourage  the  northern  fisheries,  which  was  a  well 
known  nursery  for  seamen,  and  had  hitherto  been  thought 
worthy  of  encouragement ;  and  unjust,  because,  it  would  presa 
imequally  on  a  class  of  people  (the  poor  of  Scotland)  whose 
circumstances  were  already  too  nuich  straitened,  and  who- 
were  unable  to  pay  the  tax.  He  also  pointed  out  the  chemi' 
cal  difference  between  manufacturing  from  the  rock  sak  of 
Liverpool,  and  producing  sak  firom  water  ii|ipregnatcd  witb 
saline  matter,  as  being  two  such  different  aorts  of  salt  that  §%■ 
was  not  fair  to  tax  than  equaliy. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Htusiiaon  obsenred  that  the  difference  to  wUcb  the 
lionourable  meaiber  had  alluded  had  been  formerly  considered 
by  parliaoienty  but  that  was  done  for  the  reli^ef  of  the  xnaou- 
furturer,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  consumer.  As  to 
the  consideration  of  the  northern  fisheries^  pariiameot  would 
doC^tless  continue  the  same  bounties  to  them  as  had  been, 
granted  for  a  century  past.  The  allusion  which  another  ho- 
nourable member  had  made  to  a  situation  in  common  life* 
was  not  exactly  analogous  ^  in  his  opinion  the  comparison 
would  be  more  correctly  made  with  the  situation  of  a  sailor 
wlio  conq>laiiied  to  his  captain  of  the  hardships  which  he 
svfiered  whiles  sea  in  tempestuous  weather;  and  the  cap-. 
taia  gvfe  him  hopes  that  he  should  have  better  weather,  a^d 
qaid  that  he  then  would  have  less  labour.  However,  con* 
crary  to  the  expectation  of  the  captaiii,  the  gale,  rose  with 
considerafbly  increased  fury,  when  he  had  thought  that .  it 
had  nearly  subsided,  and  the  vessd  sprung  a  leak.  The  cap« 
tain  then  says,  now  you  must  do  double  work,  for  if  you 
don't  work  away  at  the  pumps,  the  ship  wjll  inevitably  sink  ^ 
tkere  is  no  other  means  of  saving  her.  Now,  if  any  other 
measure  of  equal  benefit  to  the  state  could  be  proposed,  he 
would  be  very  gkul  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  Hurst  reminded  the  houfe  that  it  had  ever  been  the 
practice  of  tl^s  country,  to  av<Md  imposing  a  tax  which 
would  fidl  directly  on  consumption ;  and  it  was  the  duty 
€tS  his  majesty's  ministers,  when  a  tax  was  fiiirly  objected 
to,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  some  other  fund  to  defray  the 
expences  of  the  state. 

Afn  Calcra/i  observed  that  though  this  might  not  be  a  fit. 
time  for  taking  off  the  tax  altogether,  yet  h^  could  not  think 
the  present  was  the  fittest  moment  to  select  for  adding. 
5co,oo<4.  to  the  8oo»oooU  which  is  already  raised  from  an 
article  of  general  consumption,  as  the  lower  orders  must  pe» 
culiarly  fed  the  inconvenience  of  a  time  of  war,  from  the 
advance  which  takes  place  in  the  price  of  provisions  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  increase  of  taxes,  which  is  unavoidably  oc-* 
casioned  by  the  war.  When  such  a  subject,  however,  was, 
to  be  discussed  in  parliament,  he  thought  it  would  have  beea 
more  respectful  to  the  house  for  the  minister  to  have  at* 
tended  in  his  place.  He  had  not  heard  that  he  was  ill,  or 
that  any  unpleasant  consequences  had  followed  from  the  hm 
tigue  of  the  preceding  night's  debate  i  he  might  have  been  a 
•little  galled  no  doqbt,  but  that  was  no  reason  why  he  should, 
Aot  ;}ttend  in  his  place  that  night,  on  the  discussion  of  a  sub- 
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ject  of  such  general  impoftanee.  Instead  6f  adopting  snch  a 
measure  -as  the  present,  he  would  advise  the  colleagues  of 
that  right  hon«  gentleman  to  take  the  liberty  of  recommend* 
ing  to  him  in  private  to  look  to  economy  in  the  public  ex* 
penditure ;  it  was  said,  that  a  much  more  considerably  sum 
might  be  saved  by  a  reform  in  the  navy.  ^' 

Air.  W.  Smith  opposed  the  measure,  observing  that  fron^ 
1 6  or  1 8  years  of  his  own  experience,  and  from  what  he 
could  collect  from  others,  the  hying  of  such  a  heavy  addi- 
tional tax  on  salt  would  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
Aorthem  fisheries.  It  would  also  materially  affect  the  ^mf 
trade,  as  many  of  the  manufactiirers  were  already  very  se<r' 
▼erely  pressed  on,  and  he  was  credibly  informed  that  some  of 
them  were  Apprehensive  of  being  ruined  i|i  business,  if  this 
let  took- place. 

Mr.  S,  B&urne  adverted  to  an  observation  whidi  hM  b«l 
made  by  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite  him,  that  he  did  iM. 
,think  that  the  present  measure  would  have  been  hurried  until 
the  report  of  the  former  cemmittec  was  reprinted.'  Oentle- 
-men,  he  hoped,  would  consider  the  st^te  in 'which  the  trade 
of  printing  was  at  present  \  from'  the  almost  general  sti^a- 
tion  of  that  business,  in  consequence  of  disputes  among  the 
men,  it  was  uncertain  whto  that  paper  to  which  tbe  honouTr 
able  member  referred  could  be  printed.  Indeed  there  were 
dther  documents  on  other  subjects  which  had  been  hid  be« 
tott  the  house,  and  which  would  have  been  printed  but  for 
fhe  circumstance  which  he  then  mentioned.  As  to  the  fish- 
cries,  they  were  permitted  to  make  use  of  salt  free  of  aO 
duty.  If  it  should  appear  hereafter  that  the  soap  trade  was 
likely  to  be  affected  by  this  tax/ it  might  be  made  the  stibjcct 
of  a  future  proposition. 

Mr.  Fox  said  that  the  salt  in  Scotland  was  inferior  to  that 
which  was  made  in  England ;  and  therefore  it  was  likely  that 
a  greater  quantity  should  he  used  in  proportion  to  the  ix>pu- 
latjon  of  the  two  countries.  But  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  said/  that  a  less  proportiofn  of  the  tax  was  raised  in  that 
country.  If  that  was  true,  it  was  evident  that  either  the 
payment  of  the  tax  must  be  eluded  by  the  people  of  that 
country,  and  that  ministers  ought  to  adopt  some  r^ulatioQ 
for  the  better  collection  of  the  tax  \  or,  what  was  more  likely 
pf  the  two,  it  must  be,  that  poor  people  in  Scotland  eat  less 
salt  meat  (pork,  for  instance)  than  the  poor  of  England  ;  and 
as  there  is  said  to  be  no  duty  paid  on  the  salt  used  for  curing 
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fish,  he  had  a  'right  to  complain  that  the  tax  li^ould  press 
li^d  upQH  the  lower  order  of  people  in  England. 

The  question  was  then  put^  and  the  report  brought  up. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  gave  notive  that  on  Monday  he  would  bring 
forward  a  motion  relative  to  the  drawbacks  on  the  nord^ern 
£slieries.— Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  8. 

The  post  office  duty  bill  and  the  loan  bill  were  read  4* 
third  tixpe  and  passed. 

Several  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  commons^  among 
others,  the  pleasure-horse  duty  biU^  and  read  9  first  time. 

The  Earl  tf  Suffolk  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  npble  se- 
cretary of  state  (Lord  Camden )»  respecting  the  amount  of 
the  supply  voted  this  year  for  the  military  force  of  the  em^ 
pire  i  he  wished  to  put  the  question,  tha^  he  might  avoid 
doing  it  during  the  course  of  the  debate.  The  infbrmatioa 
be  fdt  anxious  to  obtain,  had  for  its  object  to  ascertain  whe* 
thcr  the  military  force  already  raised,  or  expected  to  be  raised 
within  the  year,  was  likely  to  amount  to  such  a  numb^  of 
men  as  to  require  the  immense  sum,  he  believed,  pf  about 
aQ»ooc,oooL  which  had  been  voted  for  zpilitary  purposes* 
He  could  not  conceive  that  there  would  be  any  objectioit 
to  make  him  a  satisfactory  answer,  though  the  noble  secre*^ 
tary  appeared  as  jf  somewhat  disinclined  to  favour  him 
with  it. 

Marl  Camden  was  far  from  feeling  any  such  disinclination  | 
but  the  noble  lord  could  not  expect  that,  from  the  eagerness 
to  give  him  an  answer,  he  should  have  risen  while  his  -lordf 
ship  viras  stilL  on  his  legs.  The  answer  appeared  to  him  to  bf 
very  easy  and  obvious.  The  sum  votpd  for  jthe  service  of  thf 
army  was  calculated  on  the  estimated  amount  of  what  tb^ 
military  force  of  the  country  was  likely  to  be  brought  to  \  if 
it  fell  short  of  that  amount,  undoubtedly  no  more  money 
would  be  issued  than  what  was  required  to  meet  the  expt^f 
of  the  number  of  men  that  might  be  raised*  If  that  fitim* 
ber  was  below  the  calculation,  so  would  be  the  sum  destined 
for  that  service. 

Earl  St^olk  said  a  few  words  in  explanatioOi  smd  professed 
bii^iself  $»tisfi^d  with  tl^  answer. 

.        3  S   :i  PEFTKCE 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  then  read,  for  suminoning  their 
lofdships  to  attend  to  discuss  the  motion  of  which  notice 
had  been  given, 

LordKtng  rose  pursuant  to  that  notice.  He  did  not,  he 
said,  imagine  himself  called  upon  to  make  any  apology  for 
bringing  forward  a  motion  of  the  nature  of  that  of  which  he 
had  given  notice.  The  subject  of  the  motion  was,  in  itself, 
of  such  importance,  that  no  apology  could  be  required  for 
'  pressing  it  on  the  attention  of  the  house.  It  was  one  which 
parliament  had  repeatedly  declired  in  the  two  last  sessions  to 
challenge  the  fullest  exercise  of  their  judgment  and  their 
wisdom  i  and  both  had  been  diligently  employed  in  produc^^ 
ing  measures  that  might  effectually  provide  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  the  country.  Neither  did  he  feel  himself 
tinder  the  necessity  rf"  apologising  for  being  the  person  to 
bring  forward  the  motion  with  which  he  should  conclude, 
because  all  their  lordships  had  indiscriminately  been  called 
upon  to  suggest,  or  propose,  what  in  their  opinion  might 
best  conduce  to  the  attainment  of  that  very  important  ob- 
iect#     In  order  to  establish  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  what 

e  intendeti  to  propose,  he  should  only  have  briefly  to  advert 
to  the  inefficacy  of  the  measures  that  had  hitherto  been 
adopted.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  go  into  any  minute 
examination  of  the  bilk  that  had  been  passed  for  two  ses- 
Mons,  with  a  view  to  the  efiectual  defence  of  the  country. 
'I]hat  subject  had  been  fully  discussed,  and  the  result  of  diat 
discussion  convinced  him  at  least,  that  all  these  bills  were 
very  complex,  contradictory,  and  inefficient.  What  was 
commonly  called  the  additional  force  bill,  more  particularly 
appeared  to  him  to  wear  that  character.  That  bill  was 
moreover  unequal  iii  its  operation  with  respect  to  the  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  country;  it  took  not  into  consideration 
their  comparative  population,  or  their  facility  of  fiumishmg 
th^  number  of  men  required.  None  of  these  bilh  attempted 
accurately  to  distinguish  between  the  difierent  descriptions  of 
force  to  be  raised,  or  none  of  them  succeeded  in  practically 
marking  that  distinction.  The  regulars  were  in  all  of  them 
more  or  less  confounded  with  the  militia  and  the  volunteers. 
The  noble  lord  then  entered  into  a  comparative  view  of  the 
number  and  quality  of  the  miliury  force  raised  for  the  years 
1^04  and  1805.  ^e  more  particularly  directed  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  amount  in  both  years^of  the  Briti^  in- 
fantry.   The  military  force  upon  the  whole,  and  under  all 
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its  denominations,  for  the  present  year,  was,  perhaps^  much 
greater  than  the  amount  of  last  year.  The  increase  upon 
the  whole  for  the  present  year  he  understood  to  be  I2«262. 
But  this,  properly  speaking,  was  not  an  increase  in  the  British  - 
infantry ;  on  the  contrary,  it  could  be  proved,  that  in  the  pre- 
sent year  there  was  a  real  decrease  of  that  particular  force  wheii 
compared  with  the  total  increase  of  the  aggregate  militaryforce^ 
and  of  that  amount  how  much  could  be  affirmed  to  be  fairly  a 
disposable  force  ?  Not,  he  believed,  more  than  53,000 ;  for  he 
would  not  call  that  a  disposable  force,  which  could  not  be 
spared  from  either  Ireland  or  Great  Britain,  or  which  no 
man  would  advise  to  be  sent  away  from  the  two  countries. 
In  effectually  providing  for  a  force  of  that  description,  much 
attention  should  be  paid  to  the  different  nature  or  limited  and 
unlimited  service  y  that  idea  had  been  much  dwelt  upjn  of 
late  'f  alteration  from  unlimited  to  limited  service  had  been 
strongly  recommended,  and  it  would  be  wise,  and  perhaps 
fiound  necessary  to  adopt  it.  Human  nature  revolted  at  the 
idea  of  being  thus  tied  up  for  life }  and  besides  the  natural 
reluaance  to  submit  to  such  an  imposition  of  service,  it 
tended  even  to  defeat  the  object  for  which  it  was  enforced. 
Nothing  so  much  contributed  to  desertion,  or  obstructed  the 
mean's  of  effectdally  recruiting  our  army.  We  had  only  to 
look  to  the  powers  of  the  continent,  to  the  armies  which  diey 
raised  and  kept  entire,  and  we  must  soon  be  convinced  of 
the  benefit  tliat  would  accrue  firom  imitating  their  example 
in  that  particular.  There  were  other  prospects  and  condi- 
tions which  powerfully  counteracted-  our  means  of  raising  a 
large  disposable  force ;  among  those  he  would  more  particu- 
larly instance  the  aversion  of  British  subjects  to  serve  in  the 
West  Indies.  There  should  at  least  be  a  rotation  of  that 
sen'ice  5  or  if  that  could  not  be  exactly  effected,  he  should 
approve  and  recommend  the  increase  of  black  regiments. 
But  there  was  now  a  great  defect  in  the  mode  of  raising  and 
maintaining  those  corps.  There  was  no  inducement  for  the 
officers  who  raised,  to  remain  in  them.  They  looked  to  that 
■lerely  as  the  means  of  obtaining  rank.  But  such  corps 
should,  in  his  opinion,  be  ofRcered  only  by  persons  who  had  ' 
served  in  the  West  Indies.  Without  offering  some  strong' 
inducement  to  officers  to  continue  in  these  corps,  it  were  vailr 
CO  expect  that  they  could  ever  be  brought  to  any  thing  like 
perfection  of  discipline.  The  only  objection  that  could  be^ 
^ged  against  tl|is  plan»  was  the  increaso  of  expence  it'mi^h): 
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mvotve,  bnt  that  increase  would  be  nothing  in  comparisea 

with  the  advantages  it  mtist  produce.  Indeed  the  anxietf 
which  was  fek,  both  by  parliament  and  the  nation  at  largc^ 
respecting  this  and  all  the  different  branches  of  our  national 
dcKnce,  might  fairly  be  advanced  among  the  chief  reason^ 
which  occasioned  last  session  a  change  in  the  government  of 
the  country;  yet  what  had  that  change  effected  that  could 
securely  remove  that  anxiety  and  those  alarms  ?  It  must  be 
confessed  that  none  of  the  plans  for  recruiting  the  army  had 
proved  so  successful  as  was  expected,  not  even  equal  to  the 
filing  up  the  casual  decrease.  The  house  must  be  sensible  of 
the  total  inadequacy  of  the  present  military  system :  he,  at 
least,  for  one,  was  thoroughly. convinced  of  it;  and  from 
that  conviction  it  was  that  he  felt  induced  to  bring  forward 
his  present  motion,  the  object  of  which  was,'  that  aT  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  revise  all  the  bills  that  were  passed  to 
this  effect  last  se^ion,  and  to  consider  of  such  means  as 
might  render  our  military  establishment  more  perfect  ^nd 
complete. 

Eafl,  Camden  could  not  sufSciently  commend  the  candour 
and  fairness  with  which  the  noble  lord  had  argued  in  support 
of  his  motion,  and  the  impartial  manner  in  which  he  had  ab- 
^ained  from  all  party  prejudices,  frgm  all  political  allusions. — 
With  regard  to  the  question  he  thought  but  very  little  was 
necessary  to  be  said  upon  it.  When  an  impartial  view  was 
taken  of  the  military  force  during  the  two  first  years  referred 
to  by  the  noble  lord,  it  would  be  evident  that  great  advwces 
were  made  towards  perfecting  our  military  system  during  the 
last  year.  This  would  obviously  appear  on  the  face  of.  the 
papers  laid  before  their  lordships  preparatory  to  the  present 
.discussion ;  and  it  only  required  to  inspect  them  to  be  cbi^- 
yinoed  how  unnecessary  it  was  to  adopt  the  motion  prc^)osed 
by  the  noble  lord.  The  noble  secretary  then  enumerated  the 
different  heads  of  the  accounts  on  the  table,  and  inferred  from 
them  that  the  army  was  now  far  more  numerous  and  effective 
than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  year^  and  that  it  fairly 
promised  progressively  to  improve.  With  regard  to  the  idea 
thrown  out  by  the  noble  lord  respecting  the  West  India  regit 
ments,  he  perfectly  coincided  with  him  ;  and  as  far  as  such  an 
improvement  could  be  followed  up,  it  should  have  his  support. 
In  every  other  respect  he  saw  no  necessity  for  appointing  a 
committee  such  as  that  moved  for  by  the  noble  lord.  He 
Aerefbre  thought  himself  justified  in  opposin^^tfie  motion. 

Earl 
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Mart  Stanhope  said,  that  the  nature  of  the  motion  then 
brought  forward  by  his  hoble  friend,  had  induced  him  to  at- 
tend the  discussion  of  that  night.  He  was  glad  that  he  had 
worded  his  motion  in  general  terms,  and  that  it  referred  to 
the  acts  of  the  last  session,  which  he  should  ever  hold  at 
oppressive,  mischievous,  and  absurd.  Indeed  the  acts  he  al- 
luded to,  and  the  whole  of  oin*  military  system,  led  to  conse- 
quences the  most  extensively  alarming.  The  additional  de- 
fence was  among  the  most  unjust  and  intolerable  of  theml 
It  inflicted  fines  and  penalties  on  persons  wholly  unblamable  ; 
^nd  how  were  the  farmers  to  be  indemnified,  but  by  raising 
the  price  of  all  sorts  of  provisions  ?  This  was  a  prominent 
j^art  of  the  famine-mongering  system  which  it  was  endeavour- 
ed to  establish.  He  should  vote  for  the  committee,  for 
there  he  should  be  able  to  meet  the  fatal  consequences  of  this 
starving  system.  Now  it  must  inevitably  tend  to  raise  the 
price  of  labour,  to  avert  the  progress  of  agriculture,  to  ruin 
our  manufactures,  to  destroy  our  commerce,  and  by  the  com- 
bination of  all  these  pernicious  effects  dismantle  our  navy,  and 
leave  us  bare  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy.  And  by  whom 
were  all  these  calamities  to  be  brought  upon  the  country  ? 
By  a  man  who  boasted  that  if  he  were  in  power,  he  should' 
reetify  all  the  errors  of  ministers,  and  give  the  full  effect  to 
the  spirit,  zeil,  and  military  ardour  of  the  country.  Un^er 
the  specious  pomp  of  these  promises,  he  removed  a  gentleman 
lately  made  a  member  of  that  house,  whose  moderation  was 
above  his  praise,  and  who  possessed  more  good  sense  in  his 
little  finger  than  the  mighty  boaster,  the  present  Chancellor 
of  -the  Exchequer,  possessed  in  his  whole  frame.  His  boasts 
ended  like  all  others.  The  mountain  laboured,  but  brought 
foTth  a  mouse ;  and  what  would  be  the  consequences  of  hi$ 
mighty  measure  ?  Those  which  he  had  already  alluded  to, 
iind  he  might  add  to  them  the  absurdity  of  his  whole  system;* 
it  began  by  arming  the  people,  and  then  it  tended  to  starve 
them.  The  noble  lord  indulged  in  a  violent  invective  against 
the  whole  conduct  of  ministers,  and  concluded  with  giving 
his  hearty  support  to  the  motion. 

The  £art  of  Romney  did  not  intend  to  trouble  their  lord- 
ships that  night  $  but  expressions  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
lord  who  had  just  sat  down  which  made  his  hair  stand  on  end^ 
and  which  it  was  impossible  he  could  listen  to  with  patience,  * 
The  noble  lord  talked  of  starving  the  people  j  he  endeav<5ure4 
to  impute  to  ministers  what  might  be&dl  the  country  from  the 
visitations  q{  Frpyid^ce.    Coyild  (he  wisdom  and  foresight 
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of  miiusters  counteract  the  effects  of  the  seasons,  and  oppose 
the  will  o(  heaven  ?  Were  ever  such  accusati<ms  insinuated 
against  anjr  set  of  men  ?  As  to  the  measure  under  discussion^ 
it  might  be  true  that  it  did  not  answer  the  sanguine  ezpccta-» 
tions  of  its  framers  ;  neither  did  it  deserve  the  character  given 
it  by  its  opposers.  If  it  was  to  be  amended  or  repealed,  he 
should  wish  the  proposal  to  that  efiect  to  come  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  originally  brought  it  forward.  He 
had  much  confidence  in  his  abilities,  and  would  trust  to  them 
lor  the  improvement  of  our  military  system  ;  under  that  im-^ 
pressiqn  he  should  oppose  the  present  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  rose  to  give  his  decided  approbation  to 
the  motion  of  his  nobk  friend  for  instituting  a  committee  oa 
the  state  of  the  military  defence  of  the  country.  He  called 
oo  those  noble  lords  who  last  year  were  loud  in  demanding  an 
inquiry  to  support  it  on  the  present  occasion,  or  otherwise  ta 
assign  sufficient  reasons  for  their  apparent  inconsistency.  It 
was  evident  that  the  measure  which  was  intended  to  shew  the 
imbecility  of  the  former  administration,  had  by  its  complete, 
£ulure  proved,  that  however  imbecile  that  administratba 
might  have  been,  it  was  succeeded  by  one  still  mor^  so^  The 
srnay  of  reserve  act,  which  originated  in  the  administration  of 
tl^  noUelord  opposite  to  him,  had  produced  several  thousand 
men  ;  the  produce  of  the  scheme  of  the  present  chancellor  of 
tlie  exchequer  had  been  considerably  smaller  indeed  \  and  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  9ome  still  more  sublime  genius, 
should  arise,  and  propose  a  plan  the  result  of  which  should 
be  absolutely  nothing.  The  praise  demanded  by  ministers 
seemed  to  be  in  an  inverse  proportion  to  their  success*  It 
reminded  him  of  tlie  line  in  one  of  Dryden*s  tragedies,  where 
:|  lover  exclaimed, 

•'  My  wound  is  great  because  it  is  «o  small.** 
On  which  a  wit  who  was  present  cried  out, 

««  Then  'twould  be  greater  were  there  none  at  all.'* 
As  to  the  argument  that  the  act  had  not  had  a  fair  trial,  and 
that  if  time  were  allowed  it  might  be  amply  productive,  he 
must  desire  the  house  to  recollect  that  the  act  was  introduced 
for  the  express  purpose  of  raising  an  immediate  and  powerful 
force.  It  was  to  effect  this,  that  the  noble  lord  had  been  hurU 
cd  from  his  seat  in  the  cabinet,  to  make  way  for  the  vigour 
and  promptitude  of » the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  now  oc- 
cupied his  situation.  It  had  not  succeeded  in  the  object  for 
which  it  was  framed,  and  it  was  absurd  to  say  that  in  three 
qc  four  years  it  might  succeed*    If  a  crop  were  wanted  irnme* 
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diatcly  from  a  piece  of  land,  it  would  be  just  as  absurd  to  sow 
a  grain,  which  required  to  lie  several  months  in  the  ground 
before  it  made  its  appearance  on  the  sur&ce.  Perhaps  the 
conduct  of  Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia  nlight  be  instancecl 
by  government  as  a  defence  of  their  tardy  method  of  increas- 
ing the  force  of  the  country.  When  that  military  monarch 
saw  any  woman  remarkable  for  her  height  and  muscular  ap- 
pearance, he  immediately  caused  her  to  be  married  to  a  grena- 
dier of  his  body  guard,  and  by  this  means  hoped  to  produce 
Ml  Herculean  breed  from  which  his  army  might  ultimately  be 
recruited.  The  progress  of  the  operation  of  the  additional 
defence  act  was  scarcely  less  deliberate,  and  indeed  the  whole 
measure  deserved  nothing  but  ridicule  and  contempt. 

Lord  Hofvhsburj  opposed  the  motion  which  the  noble  lord 
had  submitted  to  the  house,  as  pregnant  with  injury  to  the' 
country.  He  opposed  it  likewif  e  on  the  ground  that  Ft  went ' 
to  in»nuate  a  kind  of  military  commission,  and  thus  to  infer, 
that  the  military  administration  of  government  was  defective, 
and  not  to  be  trusted.  He  did  not  deny  the,  right  of  the 
house  to  give  that  as  their  opinion,  but  if  such  a  declaration  of 
their  opinion  were  deemed  necessary,  he  asserted  tliat  it  should 
be  done  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  administration,  folIo%ved  up  by  an  address'  to 
his  majesty  to  remove  the  ministers  who  had  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  the  house.  This  would  be  a  foir  and  manly  proceed-r 
ing,  worthy  the  dignity  of  the  house.  The  indirect,  though 
not  the  avowed  object  of  the  present  motion  was  th]e  $ame» 
but  there  was  an  insidiousness  in  this  mode  of  attack '  which 
he  was  sure  the  house  would  condemn.  With  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  military  force  of  this  country,  he  contended  that 
it  was  at  this  moment  superior  to  what  it  had  ever  been  since 
Great  Britain  was  a  nation; '  The  proportion  which  our  mili- 
tary force  bore  to  our  population  was  greater  than  that  of  any 
nation  in  Europe,  either  at  present  or  in  any  former  time, 
scarcely  excepting,  perhaps,  those  temporary  exertions  of  fren- 
zied strength  which  the  revolutions  of  different  countries  had 
occasioned.  The  population  of  the  united  kingdom  amounted 
to  fifteen  millions  r  the  usual  c^culation  was,  that  about  one- 
fouFthofa  population  were  capable  of  bearing  arms,  that 
vrouM  be  then  about  three  millions  seven  or  eigkt  hundred 
thonsatid  men.  The  number  of  men  in  arms  in  this  country, 
not  including  volunteers,  but  men  totally  withdrawn  from 
civil  fife,  ancf  exclusivdy  employed  in  the  military  and  naval 
services,  was  very  nearly  400,000  nlcn^  being  one  man  in  ten 
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of  our  naie  pcpula^on.  Now  let  us  look  to  the  continents 
The  population  of  Trance  amounted  to  thirty-two  millions^ 
the  finxrth  of  which  was  eight  millions.  Her  whole  force»  na- 
val and  milttary^diJ  not  exceed  five  hundred  and  sixty  thoii«>> 
sand  men,  which  was  not  one  man  in  fourteen  of  her  nale 
population.  Hi»  lordship  entered  into  simtlar  ^iculacions  on 
tlie  force  of  Russia  and  Austria,  proving  that  the  latter  waras 
one  to  fourteen  of  her  male  population,  and  the  former  as  one 
Ui  thirteen.  The  cotmtry  which  approached  the  nearest.to 
Great  Britain  in  this  respect  was  Prussia.  The  population  of 
Prussia  rather  exceeded  ten  milliotis,  the  fourth  of  which  was 
somewhat  more  than  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  men. 
Her  military  force  amounted  to  almost  twohundred  and  fifty' 
thousand  men,  being  one  man  in  ten  of  her  male  population  ; 
but  then  it  should  be  recollected  that  Prussia,  from  the  mili- 
tary character,  of  her  people  and  government,  had  peculiar 
advantages  unenjoyed  by  this  country.  If  sueh  was  the  com- 
,  parison  when  only  that  part  of  our  military  focce  which  was 
entirely  abstracted  from  the  civil  occupations  of  life  was  taken 
into  the  calculation,  what  would  be  the  result  if  to  these  vrere 
added  the  whole  body  of  our  volunteers,  amounting  ar  least  to 
three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  men  ?  We  shoaki  then 
lind  that  one  man  in  four  of  our  male  population  wafractnaQx 
enj^aged  in  die  defence  of  the  country  ;  a  proportion  greate^ 
he  bclievedv  than  ever  existed  in  the  most  turbulent  periods  of 
the  French  revolution,  c^n  in  the  retgn  of  the  tyrant  Robes-^ 
pierre,  when  the  apprehension  of  the  guillotine  crowded  the 
ranks  of  the  Gallic  armies.  But  of  what  a  diffaresit  descrip- 
tion our  present  force  was  to  what  that  had  been,  he  need  not 
remind  the  house.  One  was  founded  on  terror  and  anarchy , 
tl\e  other  on  the  most  pure  patriotism  and  military  ardoiur. 
He  wouU  not,  however,  content  himself  with  this  general 
statement  of  our  military  force,  but  woisdd  analyse  it,  ami 
shew  that  it  was  as  esicellent  in  character  as  it  wa»  ex- 
traordinary in  magnitude*  In  this  analysis  he  wottU-  begin 
with  thr  volunteers,  as  they  were  generally  considereci. 
the  most  loose  species  of  our  forces  It  had  bees  .corw 
lidently  asserted,  that  a  very  consideraMe  diminution  had 
taken  place  injheir  number  since  their  first  ofteis  of  service. 
This  he  would  pos  tively  deny.  Tl^e  greatest  number  of 
rank  and  file  ever  returned  by  the  inspecting  officers,  ^as 
;^x},ooqi  the  last  returns  amounted  to  31 0,000^  making  a 
deficiency  of  only  30PO ;  had  a  much  greater  defection  taken 
place,  it  wtDuId  not  have  been  at  all  extraordinary ;  heconfleoi» 
od  he  had  expected  a  nuicb  greater ;  -and  the  fidelity  with 
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"^irhich  -so  many  men  adhered  to  their  engagements,  for  such  a 
lcn{)th  of  time*  reflected  the  highest  honour  on  them.  Of 
th^  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand  vohmteers,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  thousand  had  been  declared  by  the  first  military 
authorities  in  a  state  of  discipline  which  quaKficd  rhem  for  ^ 
tcninediate  and  eftective  service ;  about  eighty-'^even  tlioit«and 
had  nearly  arrived  to  the  same  )>erfection,  and  only  a  small 
number  remainetl  untrained.  The  noble  lord  then  proceeded 
to  tlic  milttia  ;  and  asserted  that  there  nev«5r  was  a  time  when 
that  respectable  corps  was  in  so  great  strength  or  such  high 
tUactpline.— Our  regulars  and  our  disposable  force  amowntt*d 
to  eiglitytbousand  men,  and  in  no  former  war  could  we  boast 
of  so  ^excell^Rt  an  army.  Tivcy  were  men  inuiM  to  sei vice, 
not  raw  levies,  but  firm  and  steady  battalions,  on  whose  braT 
very  and  subordination  the  utmost  reliance  could  be  placeiU-*' 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  by  some  noble  lords  about  the  de« 
4iciencies  in  our  establishment,  and  insinuations  had  been 
thrown  out  about  armies  on  p?»per,  &c#  The  fact  was,  wc 
had  a  regular  force  of  eighty  thousand  men  distributed  in  the 
tliiSefent  regiments-;  and  though  he  acknowledged  that  on 
.some  accounts  it  might  be  advisable  to  consolidate  them  ra- 

'  ther  more,  if  |K)ssibie,  yet  for  the  advantages  of  recruiting; 
nnd  for -several  ether  reasons,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  keep 
them  ia  their  present  state.  It  was  true,  that  large  as  this  dis- 
poaable  force  was,  it  could  be  wished  that  it  were  increased  ^ 

'  but  the  question  we  were  now  to  consider  was,  whether  the 
whole  force  of  the  country  were  such  as  to  justify  any  ccn- 
sure,  direct  or  indirect,  on  the  inactivity  of  government  or 
not  ?  He  did  think  that  all  measures  concerning  the  mi* 
Utary  ^tate  of  the  country  could  with  propriety  originate 
only  -wkh  the  executive  government.  He  did  not  mean  par- 
liamentary propriety,  but  that  proprietv  which  a  sense  of  the 
public  interest  dictated.  He  did  not  deny  that  partial  propo« 
sitioas,  with  respect  to  certain  portions,  mav  sometimes,  with- 
out any  great  impropriety,  proceed  from  the  other  side  5  but 
he  did  not  think  that  even  these  could  ever  be  attended  with 
any  advantage.  He  deemed  it  most  improper  of  all,  to  bring 
forward  a  general  investigation  of  the  military  force  of  thft 
country,  wl>en  there  was  no  intention  of  producing  any  other 
tSkct  than  to  emixurrass,  discredit,  'and  displace  his  majesty's 
government.  If  that  was  the  object,  the  only  fair  and  ho- 
jMHirable  mode  cf  pursuing  it  was  by  directly  proposing  an  ad-« 
dress  to  his  majesty  to  displace  them.  If  the  conduct' of  the 
government  with  rcipect  to  the  military  admihistratiMi  af* 
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forded  grounds  for  chal'ging  them  with  incapacity^  he  did  wot 
think  even  then  the  existing  military  system  could  with  pre- 
^iety  be  taken  to  piecesj  though  it  would  be  the  strongest 
ground  for  moving  for  the  dismissal  of  the  minist^s  who  were 
the  cause  of  its  insufficiency.  The  quantity,  the  quality,  and 
the  discipline  of  our  military  force  were  such,  as  in  his  opinion 
fully  justified  tlie  government.  As  to  the  particular  act  that 
was  made  the  subject  of  the  principal  attack  of  the  noble  lord 
opposite,  he  thought  much  benefit  might  be  expected  from  it. 
It  had  not  been  enforced  till  within  a  few  mondis,  and  within, 
the  last  two  or  three  its  effect  had  been  very  considerable. 
Th»  effect  was  increasing,  and  when  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
countiy  firom  the  vast  number  of  men  it  had  furnished  to  tho 
militia,  the  supplementary^  the  army  of  reserve,  the  regulars, 
and  the  navy  was  considered,  and  also  the  effect  of  thexemem* 
brance  of  the  high  bounties,  both  now  wearing  away,  no  sur- 
prise could  remain  at  this  measure  not  having  been  more  com*  ^ 
pletely  successful  At  first,  nor  any  doubt  of  its  being  more  suc- 
cessful in  future.  The  success  it  had  had  was  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  justify  parliament  in  continuing  it.  He  questioned 
much  whether  the  principle  of  raising  men  for  a  limited 
time  could  be  reduced  to  practice  so  as  to  make  it  afford  any 
strong  inducement  consistently  i^ith  the  .nature  of  the  service  $ 
for  it  should  be  graduated  and  modified  by  such  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  such  as  the  duration  of  the  war,  the  distance  of 
the  part  of  the  empire  where  the  particular  corps  was  serving, 
and  so  on,  that  in  very  few  instances  indeed  could  the  limit  of 
tfaenakedengagementoftimebe  adhei:ed  to.  With  respect 
to  the  attempt  of  the  enemy,  he  could  not  say  the  enemy  waa 
absolutely  imimldated  from  making  it }  but  this  he  would 
say,  that  our  preparation  was  such  as  to  render  it  madness  ia 
die  enemy  to  think  of  making  it,  and  ruin  if  he  did 
nake  It. 

The  Earl  if  Damley  supported  the  motion,  dn  the  same 
grounds  on  which  his  noble  friend  bad  made  it.  He  contend- 
ed, that  the  military  state  of  the  countrv  was  not  adequate  to 
what  was  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion,  such  as 
his  majesty's  ministers  themselves  described  them,  nor  to  the 
resources  and  spirit  of  the  country,  if  properly  called  forth 
and  directed.  With  respebt  to  the  talents,  capacity,  and  cha- 
racter of  his  majesty's  ministers,  he  thought  it  fair,  juat^ 
and  parliamentary  to  consider  them,  when  any  of  their  mea- 
sures were  under  consideration,,  and  to  introduce  the  discus- 
cton  of  these  measures  when  the  insufiicieniry  of  them  afforded 
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proof  of  the  incapacity  of  their  authors.  Herc-tbeooble 
lord  entered  into  an  exatninatlon  of  th^  ampunt  of  the  <l)ao({« 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  government.  Tii^  noUe.  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  was  still  the  same,  nor  ^Ul  hf 
wish  to  see  any  change  take  place  Ivith  respect  to  him*^  The 
lord  privy  seal  had  the  same  weight^and  the  same  talents  which 
he  had  in  the  last  and  in  the  pre:peding  administration^  fm4 
which  he  may  hold  in  many  succeodii^  oiiies. '  His  noble  friend 
opposite  (Lord  Hawkesbury)  had  been  put  out  of  a  ,^iniatioB 
for  which  he  had  at  first  been  declared  eminently*  qualified, 
and  for  which  he  had,  at  least  by  this  time,  the  advan«a^e  of 
experience ;  he  was  .replaced  by  his:  other  noble  frie|id  (Lord 
Mulgrave),  whose  military  abilities  he  respected,  but  who  could 
not,  by  military  talents  and  military  experience,  be  qualified  for 
a  place  so  little  connected  with  military  objects.  \^ras  there 
the  same  weight  of  character  and  re^pectabiljity  in  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  government  ?  Well,  in* 
dccAj  it  might  be  said  of  that  righ«  h^n.  gcndQmzr\%, qtia^um 
nwtatus  ab  Uh^  How  much  had  h^  suffered  by  taking  to  hi^ 
bosom  the  noble  lord -opposite,  whom  he  had  clriven  from,  the 
government  as  incapable  ?  ^ow  much  ^asjie  polluted  by  pqess^ 
ing  to  himself  at  the  same  time  the  mud  he  had  thrown  on 
that  noble  lord,  of  which,  though  m\ich  stuc,kto  him,  yet  much 
remained  behind^  and  of  which  neither  could  be  cleansed  by 
its  being  besmeared  on  both  ?  1  he  noUe  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty  was  another  example  of  the;  distribution  of  of* 
fice  without  regard  to  talents  or  experience.  What  the^&o^ 
ble  lord  might  do  remained  yet  to  be  ascertained.  His  first 
eflbrt^  the  catamaran  expedition^  did  not  projnise.  much, 
and  his  capacity  for  the  office  could  not  be  compared 
with  the  noble  lord  who  had  left  it.  He  would  readily  con** 
form  to  the  noUe  lord's  (Hawkesbury's)  idea,  of  moving  di- 
rectly for  the  dismissal  of  his  majest/s  ministers,  if  he  thought 
the  motion  would  be  attended  with  any  success. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  condenmcd  the  practice  of  taking  the 
best  men  from  the  militia,  after  gcutlemcn  had  bestowed  their 
time  and  trouble  on  training  them.  He  supported  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  Duke  of  Monfrose  defended  his  majesty's  ministers,  for 
he  could  consider  this  motion  as  nothing  else  than  a  motion 
for  an  address  to  remove  them.  A  noble  lord  opposite  had 
made  some  sharp  strictures  on  the  character  of  the  individuals 
composing  the  government.  He  happened  to  have  read  this 
morning  in  one  of  the  public  papers,  precisely  the  same  rc« 
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marksi  reported  to  have  becji  made  in  afiother  placei  where 
they  had  excited  much  laughter.  He  had  no  doubt  they 
^▼ould  h#v«  had  the  same  e^ect  here  if  their  edge  had  not 
been  blnnted  by  theknowledge  that  the  whok  was  only  a 
repetition.  He  contended,  that  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
not  been  idle,  atui  that  much  had  been  done  for  the  defence 
trf  the  country  J  that  the  act  particularJy  adverted  to^  had  not 
been  unproduaive)  and  that  much  eventual  benefit  may  be  ex* 
pected  from  it.  - 

Ltord  Carsfyorf^rAi.  not  aHow  tliat  ministers  had  a  right  t<» 
take  credit  for  the  spirit  and  resources  of  the  country  they  go- 
verned, further  than  ats  they  had  well  directed  and  managed 
them.  The  spirit  and  resources  of  the  British  empire  were 
ample  means  in  the  hands  of  the  present  ministers,  for  pro- 
ducing every  thing  great ;  but  instead  of  doing  justice  to  these 
means  they  had  marred  them.  He  respected  the  voluuteer 
system.  He  was  a  volunteer  himseif,  and  had  been  one  in  an* 
frther  part  of  the  empire  ten  years,  before  any  of  the  noUe 
lords  opposite  had  come  into  office.  But  the  government  had. 
no  right  to  claim  credit  for  a  system  into  which  tho  country 
bad  at  once  started  of  itselli.  The  government  had  in  £tct 
damped  that  spirit,  by  its  regulations  and  its  inspecting  field 
officers.  He  thought  it  but  little  towards  supporting  the  eha- 
racter  of  the  country,  that  we  had  been  three  yeir»  al;  war» 
and  had  been  contented  with  mere  defence,  it  was  said^.  we 
should  have  an  offensive  force,  to  avail  ourselves  of  any  op<« 
poftnnity  of  making  an  impression  on  France*  which  might 
be  afforded  by  its  being  attackeil  by  some  of  the  continental 
powers.  He  could  not  consent  himself  with  this  conditionally 
active  hostility,  for  a  cotmtry  which  was,  if  rightly  adminis-f 
tered,  capable  of  humbling  that  power  that  domineered  over 
the -continent.  He  could  not  subscribe  to  the  authority  chal- 
lenged ffir  the  prer^ative^  in  opposition  to  tlie  sense  of  par- 
liament, as  if  his  majesty's  prerogative  could  possibly  be  more 
gloriously  exerted  than-when  it  acted  upon  the  advice  of  the 
great  council  of  the  nation.     He  voted  for  tlie  motion. 

The  Earl  of  irestmor^latui  vrishcd  the  noble  Jords  to  look  bac  k 
to  their  o\^n  conduct  and  their  own  measures,  before  they  con- 
demned the  present  administration  for  pursuing  and  improv* 
ing  what  they  had  instituted.  The  noble  lords  opposite  w^e 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  for  having  instituted 
these  measures,  and  he  was  only  astonished  that  they  could 
disapprove  of  the  continuation  and  improvement  uf  them  by 
ihe  present  administration.    The  military  state  of  the  country 
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was  simply  sufficient  to  justify  his  majesty's  govenun^ent,  and 
to  hold  out  the  most  s;m$faaory  expectations  to  the  country.' 
He  wished  the  noble  lords  opposite  would  propose  the  plans 
which  tliey  meant  to  suggest  in  the  comirnittee)  if  they  ha^ 
any  such,  or  did  they  mean  to  withhold  them  till  the  happy 
jay  when  |hey  themselves  would  be  in  the  cabinet,  and  the 
cimntry  would  have  every  thing  done  that  could  be  wished 
&r?  He  defended  the  act  of  the  last  session,  from  which 
cuich  benefit  was  to  be  expected  $  it  had  not  operated  till  late  . 
in  the  season,  because  its  provisions  were  not  sooner  under-  ' 
ssood  by  those  who  were  to  carry  them  into  eSect ;  its  efiect 
had  been  tardy  because  a  b:lief  had  been  infused  into^  thenv 
that  the  penalties  were  not  to  be  enforced*  He  thought  the 
enforcement  of  the^penalties  indispensable  to  do  justice  to  the 
country. 

^  Lord  Grettwile  would  not  reply  either  to  the  argnments  or  to 
the  wish  of  the  noUe  lord  who  had  just  sat  down.  He  would . 
leave  both  to  make  their  full  impression  on  their  lordships^ 
with  the  conviction,  that  the  best  idea  that  could  be  formed 
of  the  minds  from  which  proceeded  the  measures  he  and  his 
noble  friends  condemned,  was  from  the  speeches  with  which 
ir  was  attempted  to  support  them.  He  wished^  however,  that 
the  noble  lord,  in  pity,  not  to  those  on  that  side,  but  to  those 
whom  he  wished  to  defend,  had  looked  to  his  right  hand  and 
his  left,  before  he  ventured  to  charge  him  ai^d  his  noble 
friends  with  inconsistency,  in  not  supporting  the  measures 
vrhich  the  present  government  had  brouglit  forward.  He 
did  not  mean  to  charge  inconsistency  upon  his  noble  friend  opr 
posite  who  voted  for  a  motion  similar  tO'the  present  one  last 

year,  and  who  wonld  vote  against  it  this  year.  He  thought  that 
any  man  who  saw  reason  to  think  the  military  state  of  the 
country  greatly  improved,  acted  an  hondit  and  conscientious 
part  in  giving  his  vote  accordingly  $  but  for  himself,  who  saw 
not  the  smallest  reason  for  changing  bis  former  opinion  on 
this  sul^ect,  he  thought  it  but  reasonaUe  and  fair  to  claim 
credit  ai  least  for  consistency  in  voting  for  the  present  mo» 
tiQn.  Hot  before  he  proceeded  to  that  part  of  what  he  in- 
tended to  oSer  to  their  lorddiips,  ht  should  observe  upon  the 
language. that  had  fallen  from  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
opposite,  that  it  was  not  ^t  that  any  proposition  relative  to 
the  mititary  state  of  the  country  shotiftd  be  originated  in  par- 
liament, but  by  the  executive  government.  Could  it  be 
heard  without  astonishment  in  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Bdtaln  and  Ireland,  that  th^t  parliament^ 
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vrhich  regulated  and  controled  by  its  acts  the  amount^  the 
description,  and  the  discipline  of  the  whole  armed  force  of 
the  empire,  and  which,  for  the  pnrpose  of  having  that  con* 
trol  more  complete,  voted  all  the  military  acts  ondy  from  year 
to  year ;  was  it  to  be  heard  without  astonishment  and  indig- 
nation, that  that  parliament,  or  any  member  of  it,  had  no 
right  to  interfere  with  its  own  military  acu  ^  that  it  was  to 
be  converted  into  a  mere  elective  assembly,  to  sanction  or  re- 
ject by  its  vote  whatever  minivers  the  crown  may  appoint^ 
and  whatever  measures  those  ministers  may  propose  ?  Such 
language  had,  for  the  first  time  within  his  parliamentary  ex- 
perience, and  he-believed  within  the  records. of  parliament, 
been  uttered  that  night  by  a  secretary  of  state,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  as  yet,  without  any  mark  of  the  disapprobation 
of  their  lordships.  In  looking  back  to  the  proceedings  of  last 
year,  when  a  motion  precisely  similar  to  the  oue  made  that 
jiight  was  supported  by  all  that  was  eminent  in  rank,  talents,  * 
and  property  in  the  country,  miked  in  what  the  noUe  lord 
opposite  was  pleased  to  call  a  fiction ;  it  was  but  natural  ta 
ask,  what  had  been  done  since  to  convince  any  one,  except 
those  who  were  then  of  that  faction,  but  now  members  of 
the  present  able  administration,  that  a  similar  kiqtiiry  was 
not  d\?emed  necessary  now  ?  Much  as  he  had  heard  that 
night  with  sorrow,  there  was  one  thing  that  he  had  heard 
with  infinite  satisfaction.  It  was  the  avowal  that  the  act  of 
last  year,  the  repeal  of  which  had  been  moved  by  a  noble 
friend  of  his,  should  be  altered.  He  for  one  woold  most 
gladly  support  any  alteration  that  might  be  proposed,  for  it 
was  impossible  that  any  alteration  could  have  any  effect  but 
to  amend  it,  though  no  alteration  would  be  complete  bat  that 
of  a  total  repeal.  He  was  sure  the  noble  lords  opposite  saw 
the  necessity  of  tlie  repe^,  for  if  they  did  not  repeal  it,  it 
would  repeal  itself  by  falling  to  a  niere  nollity.  It  was,  in- 
deed, impossible  the  act  could  be  enforced  by  the  levy  c^  the 
penalties*  Tlie  act  gave  powers  to  the  parish  officers,  and  the 
penalties  were  to  fall  on  the  parishes,  which  had  no  control 
over  the  parish  officers  to  compel  them  to  do  their  duty.  Ho 
was  sure  no  court  of  law  in  England  woul^^c^npel  a  man  to 
pay  a  fine  incurred-  by  no  delinquency  of  hisN^,  Jior  by 
any  default  which  it  was  not  in  his'power  to  preventer  con- 
trol. He  was  sure,  that  if  any  court  of  law  conld  be  foaod 
to  authorize  such  an  injustice  against  the*  whole  people  of 
England,  it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  the  decision.  In 
proceeding,  however,  to  the  alteration  proposed)  it  was  sifr« 
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gular  thit  their  lordships  would  have  to  take  the  very  same 
step  vbtch  was  noW  refused,  because  it  came  from  that  side 
of  the  house.    They  should  go  into  a  committee,  in  which 
the.  whole  military  state  of  the  country  was  to  be  considered* 
The  measure  had  been  proposed  at  a  period  whoi  we  were 
told  to  coimt  not  weeks,  or  days,  but  hours,  in  expectation 
of  the  danger  of  invasion*     k  was  brought  forwards  as  a 
means  of  immediately  raising  a  considerable  force  i  yet,  after 
dll  the  predictions  that  had  been  madQ,  and  the  expectations 
that  had  been  formed  of  its  success,  the  result  was  almost  too- 
trifling  to  be  ntentioned.    Supposing,  which  he  much  doubted, 
that  it  had  raised  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  was  that 
a  number  of  which  a  great  nation  like  this  could  boast,  when 
it  was  considered  how  much  had  been  vaunted  of  the  act 
before  it  was  put  in  force  r  The  noble  secretary  of  state,  in 
the  very  extraordinary  and  delusive  statement  that  he  had 
that  evening  made  of  what  he  termed  the  military  force  of 
the  cotmtry^  instead  of  shewing  distinctly  the  situation  in 
which  it  stood,  had  wrapped  the  seamen,  the  volunteers,  &c. 
round  the  real  military  force,  for  the  purpose,  no  doubt,  of 
disguising  it  as  much  as  possible.    The  object  of  the  addi* 
tional  ddFence  act  was  not  to  increase  our  whole  military 
strength,  but  to  raise  a  large'aod  immediate  disposable  force. 
With  all  the  claims  which. administration  had  made  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  country  for  their  exertions,  if  the  house 
wouM  look  to  the  returns  of  the  British  infantry  they  would 
find  that  in  the  last,  year,  instead  of  having  increased  it  had 
dccreasoli    On  the  -i^t  of  January  1804,  ^^^  number  was 
105,8^;  oh  the   isk  Janu^iry  1805,  it  only  amounted  to 
^^5f^39  making  a  decrease  of  853  men  in  the  y^ar.     After 
deducting  garrisons,  &c,  there  remained  British  in&ntry  for 
geaeral  field  service  78,195  ;  but  an  allowance  must  be  made 
tor  casualties  that  had  .taken  place. abroad,  and  of  which  no 
mention  was  made  ii»  the  returns  on  the  table.    In  the  East 
ladies,  .where  such  bbody  though  glorious  battles  had  beea 
fought,'  and  in  the  West  Jndies,  where  a  malignant  dbtem* 
per  prevailed,  he  could  not  calculate  these  calamities  at  lest 
than  4,003;*  reducing  the  whole  number  to  74,195.    The  • 
apporrionihem  of  ijfaeile:  troops  would  be  abroad  31,113,  at 
h6me  43,082.     But  the  bouse  should  recollect,  that  our  «s^  ' 
tablifihments  in  different  parls  of  the  world  must  be  ma«n^>< 
tained,  and  this,  on  a  moderate  computation,  would  require  ' 
thirteen  thoussiin^.menir^hich  would  leave  the  British  infaixrji 
try  in  this  country  about  thirty  thousand  men.    The  only 
Vol.  I.  1805.  3  U  chance 
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cfaaiice  we  had  of  re-establishing  Great  Britain  in  the  rank 
which  she  hdd  in  Europe  before  the  peace  of  Amiens,  was 
by  a  co-operation  with  the  continental  powers ;  but  to  make 
this  co-operatioii  efiectual,  we  most  not  be  satisfied  with 
granting  pecuniary  succours ;  how  were  we  qualified  to  afford 
any  other  i  We  had  but  the  paltry  disposable  force  of  thirty- 
thousand  men ;  nor  could  we  send  even  those  to  the  conti* 
nent,  unless  we  determined  to  leave  Great  Britain  with  na 
other  defence  than  the  militia  and  volunteers,  and  Ireland 
with  no  defence  bat  the  militia  alone.  The  noUe  lord  com* 
mented  severely  on  the  army  of  reserve  act,  which  he  termed 
a'wretched  measure.  It  had  been  imagined  by  some,  that  if 
the  defence  act  were  repealed,  recourse,  must  be  again  had  to 
the  army  of  reserve  act,  but  of  this  there  was  no  danger. 
He  recommended  strongly  the  recruiting  for  limited  service^ 
and  concluded  by  declaring  his  hearty  assent  to  the  motion 
«f  hu  noble  friend. 

Eari  Candiu  stated,  that  he  had  not  said  there  was  an^T 
intention  in  government  to  propose  an  alteration  in  the  act,, 
but  merely  that  he  thought  some  one  might  possibly  be  de»^ 
sirable. 

Lord  Mulgravtj  after  the  able  speech  that  had  beeamade 
by  the  noble  secretary  of  state,  did  not  conceive  it  necessary 
to  go  into  any  loi^  detail  on  the  subject.  He  wished  tor 
correct  one  .misapprehension  of  his  noble  friend's  opposite* 
He  had  expressed,  with  a  degree  of  asperity  not  very  usuaf 
to  him,  his  indignation  at  the  assertion  which  he  had  imagined 
his  naUe  friend  near  him  to  have  made,  which  was,  that  that 
hotse  had  not  a  right  to  institute  a  committee  for  the  ez-s 
amination  of  military  matters.  This  was  by  no  means  whar* 
his  noble  friend  had  said,  which  was  merely  that  there  might 
be  occasions  on  which  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  do  so,  andL 
that  this  was  one  of  them,  m  which  sentiment  he  perfcctljr 
concurred  with  him.  The  noble  lord  entered  into  an  examt- 
tiation  of  the  circumstances  that  had  occasioned  the  effect  oT 
the  act  not  to  be  so  successful  as  it  wa^  expected  to  have 
been.  He  attributed  this  to  the  great  drain  of  men  which 
the.  previous  raising  of  the  militia,  the  supplementary  miUtia^ 
add  the  army  of  reserve  had  caused,  and  the  excessive  boun- 
tiei.which  resulted  from  it.  He  contended  that  th^  act  had 
met  experienced  a  fair  trial ;  it  had  been  found  during  the 
fear  last  weeks  to  iyrease  in  a  compound  proportion,  and^the 
xtmni&of  the  lastr  month  were  so  very  flattering,  that  be 
V  thought, 
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thought  the  Boble  lords  would  not  feel  them$elvc;$  justi- 
-£ed  in  abolishing  a.'  measure  which  promised  so  much. 

The  Lord  Chamdlor^  at  that  late  hour,  iirould  not  occupy 
much  of  their  lordships'  time.  He  thought  it  not  unne- 
cessary, however,  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  present 
iqaestioui  in  order  to  correct  certain  misrepresentations  which 
seemed  to  prevail  relative  to  the  measure  under  considera* 
.  lion.  The  motion  that  had  been  submitted  that  night,  was 
one  which  had  last  session,  though  not  proposed  in  that 
house,  been  the  subject  of  much  observation.  It  was,  in 
effect,  the  same  as  one  which  had  been  rejected  by  a  very 
large  majority  in  that  house^  and  exactly  similar  to  a  motion 
that  had  been  proposed  in  another  place,  and  disposed  of  ia 
a  similar  way.  The  object  of  the  motion,  though  it  pro^ 
£essed  to  be  for  a  committee  to  revise  the  measures  of  the 
€wo  last  sessions  of  parliament  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  to  render  the  same  more  complete  and  permanent,  w^ 
aeither  more  nor  less  than  to  procure  the  repeal  of  that  which 
was  the  taw  of  the  land,  and  which,  he  trusted,  after  that 
night,  would  continue  the  law  of  the  land.  To  the  first 
part  of  the  motion  he  could  not  possibly  subscribe,  whilst 
convinced  that  he  could)  without  exaggeration,  assert,  that 
by  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted,  a  greater  forc.e 
iiad  been  provided  than  he  had  thought  it  possible  for  man 
to  provide.  But  it  was  not  the  revision  of  these  measures 
alone  that  was  sought  by*  the  motion  for  a  committee,  but 
their  repeal,  and  there  must  be  a  very  strong  case  indeed 
made  out,  to  induce  tlieir  lordships  to  repeal  measures  tha{ 
bad  proved  so  successful.  Not  the  smallest  parliamentary 
ground  had  been  laid  for  such  a  proceedings*  Nothing  could 
weaken  so  effeaually  the  strong  povrers  entrusted  to  parlia- 
ment, as  the  use  of  them  on  occasions  not  strong  enough  to 
call  for  them.  Various  objections  had  been  stated  against 
the  bill  of  last  session.  The  penalties  had  been  particular]^ 
animadverted  upon.  But  he  would  ask,  whetha*  the  princi- 
ple was-new  ?  Whether  it  was  not  acted  upon  last  war,  in 
raising  that  excdleat  force  the  provisional  cavalry ;  and  the 
parish  quota  men,  the  militia,  the  supplementary  militia^ 
and  the  army  ef  reserve,  in  the  present  war  i  The  principle 
was  not  novel,  and  thft  application  of  thq  pH^inciplc  had  been 
rendered  more  mild  in  tl^is  bill  than  in  any  other  inst-ance* 
Objections  had  been  made  as  to  the  Jjfficnlty  of  levying  the 
penalties ;  but  even  though  the  means  slaould  not  hare  htfsn 
Doiated  otitj  the  law  was  ingenious  enough. in  devising  means 

3  U  2  of 
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cf  recovering  debts  accruing  under  the  law ;  and  what  judj^c 
in  his  ermined  robe  dared  dispute  the  authority  of  the  law, 
which  he  is  appointed  to  execute  ?  The  noble  lord  concluded 
by  declaring  his  opposition  to  the  motion,  which  ought  not 
to  be  accepted,  because  it  would  go  to  deprive  the  country  of 
what  was  useful  and  beneficial,  without  any  substitute  having 
been  proposed  ^y  any  of  the  noble  lords  who  supported  it, 
and  which  ought  rather  to  be  regretted,  because  no  parlia- 
mentary grounds  whatever  had  been  laid  to  justify  their  lord- 
ships in  acceding  to  it. 

The  Duif  of  Clarence  was  equally  sorry  and  surprised  to 
ofeserve  the  versatility  of  sentiment  and  inconsistency  of  opi- 
nion betrayed  by  some  noble  lords,  respecting  thenature  and 
tenddicy.  of  the  additional  force  bill,  a  measure  which  on 
former  occasions  they  had  so  loudly  and  so* strenuously  con- 
demned. His  royal  highness  also  adverted  to  the  conduct  of 
the  present  and  of  the  late  first  lord  of  the  admiralty.  The 
vigilance  and  energy  of  the  latter  he  should  be  always  forward 
to  vindicate  and  approve.  Had  that  noble  lord  continued 
at  the  head  of  the  naval  department}  we  should  not,  pei^- 
haps,  have  had  to  lament  the  capture  which  was  that  day 
announced  in  the  city.     As  to  our  military  system,  he  fi?lt  it 

~  was  miserably  deficient,  and  that  some  chance  might  be  af- 
forded to  remedy  these  deficiencies,  he  should  vote  for  the 
motion  then  before  their  lordships. 

Lord  Sidmouth  entreated  the  indulgence,  of  the  house  for  a 
few  moments,  the  more  so  as  he  was  solicitous  to  answer 
what  he  could  not  help  conceiving  to  be  personal  attacks.  He 
was  particularly  hurt  by  the  insinuations  of  the  iihistrtous 
personage  who  had  just  sat  down,  which  seemed  pointedly 
to  accuse  him  of  versatility  and  inconsistency.  He  must  beg 
leave  to  say,  that  such  a  charge,  in  the  present  instance,  from 

^  whatever  quarter  it  might  come,  was  wholly  without  founda- 
tion. He  had  often  been  called  upon  to  deliver  his  opinion 
respecting  the  measure  which  formed  the  chief  topic  of  that 
night's  debate  ;  and  on  no  occasion  did  he  advance  any  sen- 
timents  different  from  those  which-  he  had  formerly  expressed 
respecting  it.  He  had  always  asserted  that  it  would  not  be 
attended  with  that  immediate  efiect  which  it  was  supposed 
could  result  from  it,  and  if  he  now  e<msented  to  give  it  a 
faller  and  more  prolonged  trial,  it  wa^  out  of  respect  for  the 
Sanction  of  the  legislature  by  which  it  had  been  enacted. 
Never  was  it  his  idea  or  intention  that  it  should  oppress  the 
pet^le  in  the  form  of  a  tax,  and  should  it  be  proved  so  t<k 
:     ;  .  •        i  opera;ei 
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ojperate,  it  should  no  longer  meet  with  his  approbation  and 
support.  With  respect  to  the  great  variety  of  extraneous 
topics  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  debate,  and  many 
of  which  had  been  personally  directed  against  himself,  he 
should  only  isay,  that  most  of  them,  if  not  dll,  had-  no  real 
'foundation  in  fact,  A  noble  baron  (Grenville)  had  on  tha^ 
and  many  other  occasions  been  very  prodigal  of  opprobrious 
e^thcts,  in  describing  the  administration  of  which  he  had 
formed  a  part.  The  terms  imbecility  and  incapacity  were  con- 
tinisalty  used  to  characterise  it ',  but  he  still  did  not  fear  to  chal- 
lenge that  noble  baron,  or  any  other  tioble  lord  who  indulged  in 
the  same  accusations,  to.  come  forward  with  the  statement  of 
aaiy  one  particular  measure  of  his  administration  to  which  those 
insulting  terms  could  justly  appl/.  As  Kttle  could  that  noble 
lord- justify  his  eternal  accusations  against  the  much  con- 
demned treaty  of  Amiens.  Such  as  that  treaty  was,  it  had 
been  productive  of  the  best  consequences  to  the  country. 
It  was  made  under  the  necessity  that  the  government  woiiMl 
no  longer  re^i^t  the  voice  of  the 'people  for  peace  5  and  in 
yielding  to  that  call,  government  gave  rise  to  that  genel-al 
conviction,  which^since  had  been  productive  of  the  best 
effects,  namely,  that  a  great  and  last  etertion  fnuifbemad^ 
to  give  security  and  permanence  tc^haftcver  treaty^may  here^ 
after  be  entered  intb.  It  vras  ^  to*  'that  treaty  of  Amiens  thsft 
the  country  was  also  indebted  for  any  implt>vement  that 
might  have  since  been  made  in  our  relative  situation  to  the 
continent.  The  moderation*  which  that  trea.ty  evinced  on 
our  part,  and  the  views  that  it  opened  to  the  great  powers  of 
Europe,- more  pafticolarlyto  those  of*  the  north,  were  among 
the  principal*  causes  of  the  friendly  disposilion  which  they 
had  since  manifested  towards  this  country.  The  noble  vis-« 
count,  alter  referring  to,  and  justifying«the  different  acts  of 
his  administration,  and  their  connection  with  the  present 
motion,  concUided  by  deprecating  the  adoption  of  it,  as  of 
a  measure  that  must  be  practically  nlischiievous,  inasmuch 
^«s  it  roost  tend,  under  such  a  critical  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, to  unhinge  all  the  measures  that  have  hitherto  been 
devised  ft>r  its  defence  and  security.  - 

Lffrd  Melville  vindicated  the  jneasures  of  the  admini- 
stration of  which  he  had  formed  a  part,  in  conjunction 
vrith  the  noble  baron  (Grenville),  who  that  night  had 
been  «o  acrimonious  in  his  charges  against  his  former  ^col- 
leagues.  Not  one  of  the  measures  that  had  been  adopted 
))U(  he  ^uld  fully  justify,  and  the  noble  baron  must  be  as 
•'••-'*  seosiblt 
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sensible  as  he  inras  of  %he  expediency  or  the  nece^ty  by 
which  they  were  ta  be  vindicated.  The  noble  viscount  ex- 
patiated on  the  merits  of  our  victories  in  Egypt,  and  claimed 
the  full  praise  of  them  to  the  administration  of  which  lie 
was  then  a  member.  He  was  not  a  little  astonished  at  the 
mode  of  proceeding  ^fhich  some  noble  lords  had  adopted  in 
defending  the  motion,  almost  the  whole  of  their  arguments 
were  directed  against  the  additional  force  bill,  and  seemed  to 
liave  nothing  in  view  but  its  repeal.  This  surely  was  not  si 
very  parliamentary  mode  of  proceeding — (or  not  much  aiorc 
than  a  fortnight  ago,  a  motion  had  fa^n  directly  made  -and 
negatived  by  that  house  for  a  repeal  of  that  act ;  yet,  if  the 
arguments  urged  now  in  defence  of  the  present  motion  were 
properly  considered,  ^hey  would  be  found  to  have  no  other 
object  in  view  but  the  repeal  of  that  act,  respc^cting  which 
their  lordships  had  already  decided. 

£ar/  Spencer  could  not  but  express  his  surprise  at  the  eom- 
j>lete  misrepresentation  of  the  noble  viscount,  of  what  hid 
<been  advanced  on  hts  side  of  the  house.  It  was  not  merely 
the  repeal  of  the  de^ce  act  which  the  present  motion  had 
in  contemplation,  but  a  great  variety  of  other  improvementst 
and  the  adoption  of  od^^er  means,  by  which  oar  mflitary 
system  might  be  much  perfected.  Equally  inconsistent  was 
ijie  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  in  urging  the 
«ame  objection  ^  for  when  the  repeal  of  the  act  was  prc^iosed^ 
that  learned  lord  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it 
referred  to  a  single  measure,  and  to  no.  new  system  «f  mes^ 
sures  that  might  tend  to  supply  its  placci  When  a  motios  ^ 
was  now  proposed  to  furnish  that  new  systm^  nr  the  c^kmv 
tuujty  of  devising  i^,  that  motion  ecpiatty  met  with  the 
learned  lord's  dis^probation  and  <^po^ition.  Such  miisre- 
presentations  and  inconsistencies  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
allow  to  pass  by  unnoticed  and  uareproved.  Of  the  neoes» 
sity  of  such  a  motion  as  the  preient  he  was.cohvinced»  and 
under  that  conviction  must  vote  for  its  adc^tion. 
,  The  question  was  n<^  loudly  callednfor>  and  on  a  division 
there  appeared  for  the  motion. 

Contents  *  •  ..  •      ^  52 

Non-contents  *  «-  127 

Majority  against  it  •  *^  75 

Adjourned  at  half  post  three  o'clock  m  the  morning* 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  8. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  William  Young,  the  papers  rela* 
tive  to  the  West  India  trade,  presented  on  the  6th  insL  were, 
ordered  to  be  printAi- 

The  marine  mutiny  biO,  the  Isle  of  Man  trade  bill,  the 
sugar  drawback  bill,  and, the  legacy  duty  bill,  were  read  a 
second  time;  the  three  first'  to  be  committed  on  Monday^ 
and  the  legacy  duty  bill  to  be  committed  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  • 
expiring  laws,  the  resolutions  of  which  were  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  Monday. 

A  message  from  the  lords  informed  die  house  that  their 
lordships  had  agreed  to  the  loan  bill,  atid  the  postage  duty 
biU,  without  any  amendment. 

The  third  reading  of  the  property  tax  bill  was  pot  off  ta 
Monday.  .     . 

PRISON'BRS   OF  STATE   IN   KILMAINHAM. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  ^  having  reason  to  nnderstand  that  no  ob^ 
jection  would  be  made  to  the  motions  of  wfakh  he  had  given 
notice  for  that  day,  thoi^ht  it  unnecessary  to  preface  them 
with  any  observations.  He  should  therefore  content  him^ 
self  with  simply  moving,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
a  copy  of  the  depositions  made  by  the  prisoners  of  state  isr 
the  prison  of  Kilmainham^  Dublin,  on  oath,  before  threer 
judges  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  who  sat  there  for  that 
pilrpose,  on  the  i6th  and  17th  of  July  last.  Also  a  copy  of 
the  memorials  from  the  said  prisoners  of  state  to  the  lordl 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,*^  prior  and  subsequent  to  the  said  dates. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer^  from  (he  general  nature  of 
the  papers  moved  for,  w;a  not  aware  of  any  objection  to  their 
production.  But  as  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  particn-^ 
Ian,  whkh  might  possibly  contain  mattery  intermixed  with 
.the  information  desired  by  the  noble  lord,  which  it  woiild  be 
improper  to  publish,  he  should,  in  agreeing  to  the  motions,, 
reserve  to  himself  the  privilege,  if  that  should  bef  so,  .of. 
moving  hereafter  to  restrict  the  order  to  that  part  that  could' 
be  produced  consistently  with  the  public  service. 

Lord  Henry  Pitty  assured  tlie  right  hon.  gentleman  that ) 
ilk  motions  had  been  made  entirely  with  a  view  to  the  con^l 
dition  of  the  prisoners  of  scate,  and  to  the  hardships  !whi)Kk ) 
thev  had  been  subjected  to.  ^\ 

The  motions  wctetheir  agreed  tot.  •:::•:.  ^  .* 

SHS&IFS» 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  resuming  the  adjourned  debafe  on  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  sherifis  of 
Middlesex  at  the  election  in  i8o2.. 

Mr,  Sheridan  rose  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  resump- 
tion of  the  debate  then.     His  intention  was,  if  the  house 
should  agree  with  him  in  negativing  that  motion,  to  follow 
up  the  question  by  a  xnotidn  for  hearing -counsel  on  behalf  of 
the  sheriffs,  previous  to  resuming  the  debate  on  some  future . 
day.     It  was  not  his  wish  to  enter  into  the  cnerits  of  the  ques- 
tion, nor  to  discuss  whether  evidence  should  be  examined  at 
the  bar,  or  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  be  adopted  by 
the  house.    These  considerations  were  altogether  out  of  vSs 
view  in  the  present  instance.    However  these  questions  tnight 
be  finally  disposed  of,  he  contended  that  the  house  could  not 
consistently  with  Justice  agree  to  thcrftport,  without  hearing 
what  the  parties  had  to  say.     It  had  been  argued  on  a  fanner 
day,  that  it  would  be  idle  in  the  houses  to  try  this  questiony' 
because  it  had  already  been  fiiUy  tried  by  the  committee  * 
themselves,  on  oath,'  and  on  evidence  taken  upon  oath,  with 
the  advantage  of  the  comments  of  counsel,  and  a  view  of 
the  countenances  of  the  witnesses.    The  question  therefore 
was,  whether  the  house  should  or  should  not  agree  to  the 
report  of  the  committee,  without  the  advantage,  at  least,  of 
hearing  counsel.    The  \:onunittec  i^ad  .given  to  the  house 
with  its  l-eport,  the  evidence  that  bad  been  taken  before  it» 
in  order  to  enable  the  house  to  ascertain  whether  the  resolo^ 
ti&ns  were  borne  out  by  the  evidence^  and  he  maintained^ 
that  no  hon.  gentleman  could  consistently  agree  to  than,, 
until  he  was  convinced  of  their  being  so  borne  out.     He  did 
not  argue  that  all  the  evidence  should. be  gohe  over,  bat  that 
gentlemen  should  have  the  assistance  ti  counsel  to  guide 
their  judgments  uppn^hat  which  had  bea^  laid  before  them. 
He  understood  that  the  noble  lord  who  had  «so  ably  presided  > 
over  both  the  Middlesex  committees,  intbnded  to  support  the 
niotion  for  hearing  counsel,  and  hi:  hbped  the  committee  * 
would  act  with  the  same  noble  impartiality*    .There  was  one 
preliminary  question  which  it  was  necessary  to  establisk  here* 
If  the  sheriSs  had  not  been  heard  at  all,  neither  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  nor  any  other  gentleman  could  . 
contend  that  they  ou^ht  not  to.be  heard.    If  heard  at  all  the^ 
ought  to  be  beard  fully;  and  what,  evidence  had  the  house 
vhcther  they  had  been  heard  to  thcir.ofm.  satisfaction,  fully, 

corn- 
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<ompletely,'  and  impartially  ?  It  appeared,  indeed,  that  thqr 
liad  been  heard,  but  he  dented  that  they  had  been  fiiUy 
heard  j  and  if  the  house -should  decide  against  the  hearing  of 
<ounsel,  it  would  be  better  for  'the  returning  officer  not  to 
1>e  heard  at  all  bcforenhe  committee.  Besides,  the  wfaok  of 
^he  evidence  was  not  before  the  house,  but  such  ports  of  it 
-as  the  noble  lord  and  the  committee  had' selected  as  sufficient 
to  enable  the  house  to  form  a  .judgment  of  the  conduct  of 
the  shcri£.  In  his  mind,  the  whole  evidcnte  should  be  had 
for  that  purpose,  and  counsel  ought  to  bb  heard  to  ascertain 
whether  any  more  than  they  had  was  necessary.  The  sh^ 
ri6Es  had  ao  notice  of  their  conduct  having  been  imder  con- 
>  ^ideration  unfil  they  -accidentittly  heard  of  it ;  and  when  they 
applied  to  have  the  considoratioa  deferred  until  after  the 
^Rrhole  of  the  case  should  be  gone  through,  in  order  thlst 
^thcy  might  have  the  benefit  of  all  the  evidence  that  might  be 
jprodoced,  k  was  denied  ^hem.  They  had  but  a  ringle  day 
to  prepare  their  briefs  and  defence,  and  that  was  five  months 
^evious  to  the  rqpoliitions  being  adopted  by  the  committee. 
There  was  nothing,  he  contended.  In  tthe-  act,  which  gave 
the  committee  a  power  to  try  the  sheriRs.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  triunaphan^y  stated  that  the  whole  matter  of 
the  petition  was  rcnaared  to  the  committee.  This  he  ad» 
mitted  quoad  the  seat,  but  not  as  to  the  sheritfs,  any  more 
than  2^  to  peers  who  might  have  intericred  in  the  election, 
or  any  other  persons  not  in^pUcated  in  it.    The  committee 

IMoad  theseat  acted  as  a  petty  jury,  whose  decision  was  final  ^ 
ttt  reseaabled  a  grand  ^ury  in  their  proceedings  touching 
such  other  matters,  the  house  having  reserved  to  itself  the 
right  of  final  decision  upon  them.  In  the  case  of  "Mr.  Da- 
prison,  no  mention  had  been  made  of  him  in  the  petition 
from  Uchest^r,  though  something  came  out  in  evdencc  be- 
ibre  the  committee  which  they  made  the  ground  of  speciid 
report.  What  course  did  the  house  adopt  ?  fiid  tbey  send 
liim  to.Newgatef  No»  they  sent  him  to  his  trial.  All  the 
precedents  were  against  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gonde- 
mail*  In  the  Sfaoreham  case,  which  had  occmred  witWhim 
year  after  the  passing  «f  Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  whilst  Sir 
George  Saville,  "Lord  John  Cavendish,  Mr.  Dunninj^,  and 
Mr.  Wedderbnrne,  who  hqpd  been  the  most  strenuous  and 
jealous  supporters  of  that  bill,  were  in  the  house,  no  concfai- 
sion  waft  «come  to  against  the  roiumjng  officer  till  he  was 
Jieard  in  his  defence.  There  was  no  othev  precedent  whidi 
kore  upon  the  preseat  case*  With  nespect  so  the  general 
Vol.  L  1A05.  3  X  -question 
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question  be  should  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  questions  to  the 
hoase>  whicht  to  s&ve  them  trouble  and  time,  he  should  an- 
ciwer  himself, '  and  by  monosyllables.  Does  the  house,  or 
does,  the  law,  give  a  copy  of  the  charge  against  them  to  the 
returning  officers  ?  No. — ^Havc  the  committee  power  to  bring 
th€  returning  officers  to  trial?  No. — Have  the  returning 
.  officers  power  to  oblige  the  committee  to  try  them  ?  No. — 
'Hgve  th6y  the  right  of  challenging  any  number  of  the  jury 
Jby  which  they  are  to  be  tried  ?  No. — Have  they  a  voice'  in 
sippointing  them  ?  No. — Have  they  a  voice  in  appointing 
fiominees  ?  No.  In  a  case  where  there  were  three  parties, 
two  were  allowed  to  choose  nominees  in  the  house,  whilst  the 
'  third  was  put  upon  trial  without  any  such  advantage.  He 
contended,  thenrfore,  that  the  sheriffs  had  a  right  to  be  heard 
by  counsel.  It  had  been  frequently  of  late  thrown  in  the 
teeth  of  tiie  house  that  they  could  not  examine  witnesses  on 
oath.  This  could  never  have  been  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  if  they  had  not  that  power,  it  was  time  they  should 
have  it,  and  lie  was  sure  no  branch  of  the  legislature  would 
object  to  it.  Here*he  thought  it  not  amiss  to  advert  to  what 
had  been  the  practice  of  the  Irish  parliament  in  similar  cases. 
The  question  often  occurred,  and  the  practice  had  been  to 
retry  the  sheriffs,  and  hear  over  all  the  evidence.  This  had 
been  found  troublesome  and  laborious  to  the  house,  and 
therefore  they  passed  an  act,  whereby  the  copy  of  the  charge 
was  directed  to  be  given  to  the  sheriff^  and  the  committee 
had  power  to  try  the  whole  case,  so  that  their  decision  was 
final  and  conclusive  on  the  house.  On  a  future  day  he  should 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  similar  to  that  which  had 
been  passed  in  Ireland.  He  concluded  tiy  moving  that  the 
.  word  *«  now"  be  left  but. 

Lord  Manham  concurred  in  the  object  of  tlie  hon.  gentle- 
man, though  he  differed  with  him  in  his  statements  of  facts* 
and  the 'Conclusions  which  he  drew  from  them.     He  ^reed 
wtith  that  hon.  gentleman  in  wishing  the  sheriffs  to' be  heard 
.  by  couBsel,  ^and  on  this  subject  there  had  been  hardly  any 
difii^rence  ia  the  committee,  whose  sentiments  he  expctssed. 
'The  whole  of  the  evidence  undoubtedly  had  not  been  laid 
'  before  the  .house,  but  .such  parts  had  been, selected  as  were 
J.  best  calculated  toienable  them  to  form  a  just  opinion  on  the 
•conduct  of  the  sheriffs.     All  that  dry.  part  of  the  evidence 
jrespecting  particular  votes,  which  could  throw  no  light  on 
«^the  subject,  had  been  omitted.     As  to  the  assertion  that  the 
.sheriffs  had.ooi  been  fully  heard,  he.  should  say^  that  though 
/  J':*    *  ^  .  the 
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the  committee  had  informed  their  counsel  that  they  need  not 
:ittend  during  the  whole  of  the  scrutiny,  the  counsel  for  the 
sitting  member  had  attended  to  their  interests»  and  were  al*^ 
lowed  the  privilege  of  cross^xamination.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  with  declaring  his  wish  and  that  of  the  committee 
to  be,  that  counsel  should  be  heard. 

Mr.  Fox  thought  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  the  house,  aft^ 
the  opinion  that  had  been  given  by  the  noble  lord.  He 
should  only  observe,  that  all  the  arguments  that  had  been 

-4ised  on  a  former  day  applied  against  the  hearing  of  evidence^ 
not  against  the  hearing  of  counsel.  The  argument  had  been, 
tliat  the  evidence  on  oath  before  the  committee  was*  better 
than  any  parole  evidence.  The  house  had  decided  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  he,  notwithstanding  that  decision,  remained  oiF  his 
former  opinion,  and  thought  that  evidence  ought  td  be  heard 
before  they  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  con- 
sequently counsel.  The  committee  had  had  the  advantage  of 
the  comments  of  counsel,  of  which  they  had  not  made  any 
report.    Why  should  not  the  house  have  the  enjoyment  of 

*  that  advantage  ?  It  had  been  argued  that  the  house  ought  to 
have  confidence  in  their  committee  and  agree  to  the  report. 
But  why  stop  there  ?  why  not  place  the  same  confidence  iit 
their  recommendation  to  hear  counsel  ?  He.  thought  ^t  an  ex- 
traordinary circumstance,  for  a  member  of  great  weight  in 
that  ^ouse  for  talents  and  official  situation,  to  come  down 
and  persuade  the  house  to  a  conclusion  in  the  teeth  of  all  its 
precedents.  He  hoped  that  some  way  would  be  £;>und  out 
for  hearing  counsel  on  the  present. case,  as  the  contrary  course 
would  not  be  very  hotiourable  to  the  house. 

Tlie  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  of  opinion  that  some  Jegisla^ 
tive  measure  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  settle  this 

Question,  which  certainly  stood  at  present  upon  bad  grounds* 
lither  the  committee  should  have  the  whole  judgment  of  the 
case,  or  the  house  sliould  retain  it  altogether.  The  question 
whether  coun.>e)  should  be  heard  was  not  to  be  decided  by 
any  abstract  reast)ning,  but  by  what  had  been  the  practice  of 
parliament.  All  courts  of  justice  had  the  same  princi^es. 
He  did  hiot  know  how  far  the  sheriffs  were  bound  by  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  j  that  was  to  be  regulated  by  the  prac-- 
tice  of  the  house*  The  hon.  eentleman  had  said. that  he  did 
not  agree  with  the  decision  of  the  house  on  a  former  day. 
He  had  not  been  himself  in  tlie  house  at  the  time  of  that  de« 
cision,  but  fully  concurred  in  It.  There  had  been  no  in- 
sunce  of  hi^aring  evidencd  or  counsel  on  the  report  of  a 

3  X  ^  select 
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select  coinmittoe»  when  election  cases  were  referred'  to  suck> 
committees  formerly ;,  and  since  the  Grenville  act,  there  iK'as^ 
auldttional  reason^  for  confiding  in  the  report  of  select  com^ 
mittccs.   I'hcre  was  nothing  in  that  act  to  give  to  the  house- 
thc  power  which  it  had  never  exercised  with  respea  to  for. 
iner  select  committees.    No  court*  of  appea}  tries  the  merits- 
of  a  judgment^  but  the  eviden^  on* which  tfaatr  jiidf^ment  i^ 
founded.     It:  wouldibe  an  anomaly  to  distrihnte  the  powes 
of  decision,  half  to  the  committee»  and  half  to  the  house*. 
They  had  the  written  evidence,  but  they  bad  nor  the  ad  van-** 
tage  of  confronting  the  witnesses^  and  therefore  it  would  be 
desirable  to  hear  ecmnsel.     If  they  were  to  try  the  whole- 
ease,  they  shouldihear  evidence,  and  as- it  niigbt.be  possible 
that,  sach  evidtoce  might  induce  them -to  reject  the  evidence 
taken  before,  the  committee,  he  could  not  easily  say  whar 
e^rse  in  such  a*  oase  ought  to»  be  adopted.    Exculpatory 
evidence  too  might*  be  produced j  which  wouki  also  lead  to« 
difficulty  respecting  the  resohztions  of  the  committee.     AH 
these  circumstances^proved  that  some  legislative  measure  was 
necessary  to  shew  how  the  retinming  Olivers  should  be  tried./ 
Great  inconvenience  wouIdtarise^&XMn  allowitig  a  full  hearing 
in  the  committee  and  in  the  house*.    A  olause  similar  to  the 
provision  of  the  act  in  Ireland  had  been  proposed  to  be 
added  to^  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  in  1778^  but  was  afterwards^, 
he  knew  not  why,  withdrawn.     If  he- were  to  jut%e  frnm- 
the  mere  reason  of  the  thing,  he  should  be  of*  opinion  thati 
oounscl  ought'  to  be  heard.     Every  court  was'  infinitely  as« 
ssted  by  hearing  the  arguments  of  counsel,  in  forming  its^ 
decision.    No  judge,  if  he  wex>e  to  receive  the  case  in  writiQg,^ 
and'consider  it*  ih^  his  closet,  could  have  the  same  compre- 
hensive and  dear  view  of  it  as  after  having  had  the  advan«>- 
tage  of  the  arguments  of  counsel.     It  was  imposstUe  for  anyr 
one  mind  to  consiiler  all  the  bearings  of  a  case,  as  completely 
as  he  would  be  enabled  to  do  after  it-  had  been  disaissed  by  a< 
number  of  persons.     For  his  own  part,  he  wished  for  the- 
bsnctit  of  counsel    The  only  pointrwas,  whether  that  would- 
be  consistent  with  the  practice  of.  the  Ivjuse^     It  had  brem 
said  in  a  former  debate  by  some  gentlemen,  that  it  would  be: 
proper  to  hear-counscl  in  some  stage  of  the  business,  but  he; 
was  of  opinion  that  if  they  were  to  be  lieard  in  any,  itt 
ongbt  to  be  the  present  stage,  which  would  be  more  advan^   . 
tageous  to  the  house,  and  to  the  parties,  than  if  they  were  to^ 
be  heard  when  they  came  to  discuss  the -degree  of  punish— 
nient.    There  was  a  total  absence  of  pvecedents,_fqr  there 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


nas  no  case^  of  counsel  being  ofiiered.  If  the  case  had  het» 
enly  left  suh  siiintky  it  would  be  for  the  house  to  determine 
haw  far  it  should  admit  a  practice  oA  which  the  lav  was 
silent.  He  threw  out  these  observations  for  the  purpose  of 
their  being  considered  by  those  who-  were  more  conversanr 
with  the  usage  of  parliament* 

'YhttHbaneelicr  of  the  Encheqner  pentdved  that  the  question- 
was  rendered  much  narrower  thati  in  a  former  debate,  whem 
the  hon.  gentleman's  (Mr.  Fox's)  argument  went  to  the  heartn|; 
the  whole  of  ^  the  ease.  The  motion^  of  the  hon.  gentlem:in 
(Mr.  5>heridan)  which  he  understood  the  other  hon.  member 
to  acqoiesce  in,  was  solely  confined  td  the  hearing  of  coun- 
sel. If  counsel  were  at  all  to  be  heard  this  was  the  time;!^ 
and  if  the  house  sh«uld  be  of  that^  opinios,  be  should  not 
object  to  it.  At  the  same  time  he  confessed,  that  from  the 
hcsx  consideration  he  had  been  able  to  bestow  on  the  subject, 
he  was  not  aware  of  aiiy  case  in  which  the  party  had  been. 
heard  either  by  his  counsel  or  by  himself.  But  there  weke  a- 
imety  of  ca«es,  and  no  doubt  tliere  must  be  some  of  then^ 
bearing  on  this  questioti,  and  shewing  what  was  the  ^nse  of 
parHament  upon  ir..  The  resolution  (tf  the  committee  had 
Been  accompanied  with  the  evidence,  and  appeared  to  him  to 
come  tmdrr  the  fomtfa  head  contained  in  the  report  of  the^ 
committee  appointed  in  1789  to  examine  into  precedents*^ 
He  did  not  think^  andihe  was  sure  qo*  gentleman  who  heard' 
Him  conld  tliink,  that  much  light  could  be  thrown  upon  the 
'particular  ca^e  by  the  arguments  of  counsel,  however  it  might* 
Be  desmible-with  a  view  to  the  general  principle  to  have  them. 
called  in.  He  agreed^  that  the  questic^n  ought  to  be  decided, 
not  by  any  abstract  seasoning,  bwt  by  what  had  been  the 
practice  of  the  house.  The  point  of  importance  was,  not  to 
^t  the  example  of  departing  from  the  practice  of  parliament,. 
ndr  to-  follow  the  example  of  attributing  less  weit?ht  to  the 
decision  of  their  committees.  As,  however,  a  number  of  gen^ 
tismen  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  counsel  should  be  heard,. 
and  his  learned  friend  also  inclined  to  that  opinion,  he  should 
not  have  any  objection,  provided  it  was  to  be  dearly  under- 
stood, that  no  Other  proposition  was  to  be  groimded  on  hi$> 
agrreetng  to  this. 

Mr.  Sheridan  had  the  hearing  of  counsel  only  in  view,. 
Shough  he  remained  of  the  same  opinion  with  his  hon.  friend, 
-as  to  the  former  decision  of  the  house. 

Mn.  Fuller  hoped,  that,  the  hop.  member  had  not  inten- 

tionallf- 
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tionallf  omitted  the  name  of  Mr.  Rose  Fuller  in  his  enoxne*' 
Vtttion  of  those  who  had  supported  the  GrenviHe  act. 

A  short  conversation  then  took  place  respecting  the  prc^>cr 
course  to  be  followed ;  when  the  question,  that  the  debate 
be  now  resumed,  was  carried  in  the  ainnnative»  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  moving  afterwards  that  counsel  be  called  in. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  informed  the  house  [after  having  come* 
in  from  the  lobby,  where  he  had  been  in  search  of  the  couii« 
sel],  that  the  learned  gentlemen,  supposing  the  proceedings 
would  be  the  same  as  on  the  former  night,  were  not  prepared 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  Fax  contended  that  they  had  no  right  to  conclmle 
that  any  other  course  would  be  adopted  than  tliat  lyhich  had 
taken  place  on  a  former  night,  and  he  put  it  to  the  candour 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself,  whether  he  was  not  of 
the  same  opinion.  ^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted  that  he  did  think 
the  present  questioa  involved  in  the  locmet  one  ^  but  when 
the  debate  had  been  last  adjoumedy  it  was  under  a  distinct 
notice  of  the  present  motion,  and  therefore  the  counsel 
ought  to  have  been  prepared.  He  was  not  disinclined  to 
^rant  any  time  consistent  with  the  orders  of  the  house,  but 
It  was  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the  hotise  to  suffer 
itself  to  be  trifled  with.  If  the  counsel,  when  called  m^ 
could  assign  any  good  reason  for  not  being  prepared  to  pro- 
ceed, he  should  have  no  objection  to  agree  to  any  convenient 
intervalf  before  the  debate  should  be  resumed. 

The  order  for  resuming  the  debate  being  then  read,  and 
the  counsel  being  called  in,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan^ 
Mr.  Adam  appeared  at  the  bar,  as  counsel  for  the  sherifis^ 
and  stated,  that  he  was  not  perfectly  prepared  \  but,  if  the 
house  desired,  he  would  proceed  in  the  best  manner  he  could-. 
He  allowed  it  was  highly  unbecoming  in  any  man  to  ap- 
pear at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  commons,  otherwise  than 
with  every  preparation  which  the  best  exertion  of  his  facul- 
ties would  en^ible  him  to  attain.  But  if  he  might  take  the 
liberty  of  alluding  to  any  thing  that  had  passed  in  the  house^ 
there  were  some  circumstances  that  had  appeared  in  the 
printed  votes  of  the  house,  which  in  some  measure  justified 
his  present  deficiency  of  preparation :  it  was  at  first  to  be 
understood  from  these  votes,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
house  to  hear  counsel ;  from  a  subsequent  vote,  it  was  un- 
derstood that  counsel  was  not  to  be  heard.    He  was  noyr  in 

attendance 
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attendance  merely  from  the  accideiit  of  having  been  in  the 
neighbourhood^  which  bad  afforded  his  clients  the  oppor- 
tunity  of  informing  him  that  his  presence  was  likely  to  be 
required.  He  took  t)ic  liberty  to  remind  the  house,  that 
there  was  no  order  for  hearing  counsel  that  day ;  and  though* 
having  formeriy  turned  his  mind  very  attentively  to  the 
whole  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  and  the  law  con- 
nected with  it,  he  might  possibly  be  still  capable  of  calling 
many  branches  of  it  to  his  recollection  so  as  not  to  be  totally 
nnqualified  to  present  a  statement  of  it  to  the  house  ^  yet  he 
would  consider  it  as  matter  of.  favour  to  himself,  and  advan- 
tage to  his  clients*  if  he  was  allowed  time  to  review  the  case. 
He  therefore,  conjured  the  house  to  permit  him  again  to 
look  attentively  over  the  precedents  of  parliament  in  this  case, 
from  the  earliest  times,  and  the  law  connected  with  them  ; 
as,  without  this  revision,  he  could  but  ill  discharge  his  duty. 
The  indulgence  of  the. house  would  be  applied  by  him  in  the 
best  manner  he  could  to  tjjie  ccinvenience  of  the  house  itself, , 
by  concentrating  all  that  was  important  in  the  facts  of  th^ 
case,  in  the  precedents,  and  the  law  upon  them,  so  as  to  take 
up  as  little  time  as  possible  in  his.statement. 

The  counsel  having  withdrawn. 

The  Chancillor  of  the  Excfuqiur  said,  that  after  what  he 
had  heard  from  the  counsel,  though  he;  was  not  satisfied  that 
thq  counsel  had  not  heard  something  which  it  was  not  sp 
proper  for  him  to  hear,  he  would  not  press  the  hear^g  of 
counsel  that  day.  But  after  all  the  delays  this  business  had 
experienced,  he  begged  it  to  be  understood  that  he  made 
this  concession  on  no  other  ground  than  that  the  proceedings 
should  be  fixed  for  the  earliest  day  in  the-next  week,  and 
that  whatever  business  stood  for  that  day  should  give  way 
to  it.  He  trusted  further,  that  gentlemen  would  come 
prepared  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  final  decision,  as  the  hear« 
ipg  of  counsel>  now  that  the  hearing  of  evidence  was  no 
longer  insisted  upon,  would  not  take  up  so  much  time  as  to 
prevent  the  house  from  coming  to  a  decision  the  same  night. 
He  would  move  that  the  debate  be  further  adjourned  till 
Monday,  and  that  counsel  be  then  heard.  «He  trusted  fur- 
ther, that  as  no  other  business  would  stand  for  that  day,  the 
house  would  proceed  to  this  matter  at  four  o'clock. 

The  debate  waS"  accordingly  adjourned  till  Monday,  and 
counsel  to  be  then  heard. 

lAr,  totter^  in-  consideration  of  the  importance  of  this 
business,  consented  to  put  off  the  Irish  budget  from  Monday  ( 

but 
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bat  fti  d  the  Irish  revenues  Would  cease,  on  the  25  th  March» 
if  the  acts  granting  theni»  wt)ich  were  annual,  were  noc  re» 
«iewed  before  that  tixoc^  he  coukl  not  possibly  omsent  to  the 
iiday,  except  on  the  understanding  «bat  hk  budget  would  be 
allowed  to  go  on  on  Wednesday.    > 

The  drnmellor  of  the  Exchepter  expected  ako^  that  the 
proceedings  pn  tke  tax  biUs»  which  were  fixed  for  Monday » 
and  put  off  only  in  consideration  of  the  sheriffs'  business 
^wonid  be  forwarded  on  Tuesday. 

The  notices  which  stood  for  Monday  wo-e  deferred  to  sub- 
wquent  days. 

,  The  reniainiAg  orders  were  disposed  of,  and  the  hooae  ad-> 
foumed  till  Moo^y. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,  MARCS   11. 

TI)e  pieafure  korfe  additionai  doty  bill  was  read  a  lecond 
'tntic, 

£arl  Daniley  eMenred,  that  be  had  jgiven  notice  for  the 
next  dav  of  a  motioii  for  certain  papers,  for  the  purpofe  of 
trpmpanng  the  late  and  prefent  adfniralty  hoards.  As  he 
«ndei4iood  it  would  beinconveftieiit  for  the  iH»hk  eati  wh# 
was  at  the  head  of  the  late  admiratty  board  to  be  in  the  hoofe 
Cooner  than  Tburfilay,  he  (hould  fioftpooe  bis  motion  liil 
^hat  dav»  iifhen  he  hoped  the  noble  vifcount,  now  at  the 
head  of  the  naval  department,  would  be  prepared  to  fay  if 
he  was  ready  to  grant  bini  the  produAion  of  the  papers  he 
^claimed.  He  thei«efore  moved,  that  the  order  for  the  next 
day  be  difcharged,  and  that  the  Came  do  ftand  for  the  pur- 
}Hife  he  bad  mentioned  for  Thurfday  next. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Williams,  fecretary  to  the  commiffioners  of  navat 
inquiry,  prefented  the  eleventh  repoit  of  that  board. 

On  tlie  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence*  it  was  otdered 
<o  he  .piinted.-^Adjourned. 


,      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  IJ. 

The  Edinburgh  polioe  bill  was  read  a  fecood  licoey  an4 
committed. 

The  Bowyer  lottery  bill  was  read  a  lecond  time,  and 
conuaitied. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Williamsy  from  the  commiffionersof  naval  inquiry, 
prefentcd  the  elc;ventb  report  from  that  board. — Ordered  to 
Jie  on  the  table  and  to  be  priated. 

Mr.  Rofe  prcfented,  purfuant  to  order,  an  account  of 
monies  advanced  from  the  treafury,  in  compliance  with  the 
addrefles  of  that  houfe,  and  which  had  not  been  made 
good  by  parliament. — Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

MIDDLESEX  ELECTION  OF   1802. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
order  for  hearing  counfel  upon  the  report  of  the  committee 
refpeSing  the  conduft  of  SherifFs  Rawlins  and  Cox  at  the 
Middlefex  eledion  of  1302,  was  read,  and  the  counfel 
being  accordingly  ordered  in, 

Mr.  Adam  appeared  at  the  bar.  The  learned  counfel 
began  by  expreffing  his  thanks  to  the  houfe  for  the  indul- 
gence (hewn  him  on  a  former  evening,  by  poftponing  the 
coniideration  of  this  fubje£V,  and  thus  affording  him  an  op* 
portunity  of  more  fatisfa^orily  preparing  his  mind  for  the 
difcharge  of  the  important  duty  which  belonged  to  him. 
For  this  he  was  the  more  grateful,  becaufe  he  was  thus  en- 
abled to  do  that  which,  notwithftandingthe  utmoft  folicitude 
for  the  intereil  of  his  clients,  he  felt  it  unneceflary  to  do 
before  the  committee,  upon  whofe  report  the  houfe  was 
now  called  on  to  decide.  Before  he  proceeded  to  ihew  that 
the  refolntions  of  that  committee  were  unfounded  in  law 
and  the  juftice  of  the  cafe,  and  that  they  were  notfu0aincd 
by  the  evidence  on  the  table,  he  took  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  from  the  order  made  in  purfuance  of  which  he  appeared 
at  that  bar,  the  refolutions  were  perfedly  open  for  the  dif- 
cuflion.  He  alfo  felt  himfelf  entitled  to  think,  that  the 
mind  of  the  houfe  was  quite  open  upon  the  fuhjefl.  If  then 
he  could  make  it  appear  that  the  committee  haid  drawn  con* 
clufions  from  the  evidence  it\  charging  the  fhcriffs  with  cor*F 
ruption,  which  that  evidence  did  not  warrant,  and  which 
were  quite  irreconcileable  with  all  the  probabilities  ariiing 
out  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe  and  the  charader  of  the  fhe* 
rifis,  he  had  little  doubt  that  not  only  the  mind  of  the  houfe 
at  large,  but  that  of  the  honourable  perfons  of  whom  the 
committee  was  compofed,  would  be  prompt  to  determine 
againft  the  refolutions.  In  thofe  refolutions  he  begged  the 
houfe  to  ob(erve,  that  the  coinmittee  had  not  only  exceeded 
the  evidence,  but  the  charges  of  the  petitioners  who  orir 
ginally  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  iberiffs.    Th^ 

Vol.  L  1805,  3Y  petitioners. 
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Eetitioners  cogfiplained  of  the  flierifB  having  aflcd  unduly.; 
ut  the  committee  rcfolved  that  thev  afled  corruptly,  and 
did,  knowingly  and  wilfully,  admit  fiditious  votes  to  be  put 
iipt)n  the  poll;  that  they  aScd  in  one  jnftance  miniAeiially 
and  in  another  judicially,  as  it  fuitcd  their  corrupt  views,  to 
promote  the  eleftion  of  S?r  F.  Burdett.     This  formed  the 
fubftancc  of  the  three  firft  of  their  four  refoluiions;  and  if 
tb;e  bafis  of  thofe  three  fhould  appear  to  be  unfound^'tbe 
fourth^  which  was  a  confcquence  deduced  from  them,  nftuft 
vanifh  of  courfe.     Now,  as  to  the  corrupt  motive  alleged, 
he  could  not  conceive  any  allegation  more  unfounded,  and 
vnlefs  that  motive  (hould  appear  to  the  houfe  to  have  adlu- 
ated  the  conduft  of  thofe  gentlemen,  it  was  impoffible  that 
it  could  come  to  a  decifion  grounded  upon  the  refofutions. 
of  the  committee.     The  queftions  for  the  houfe  to  confider 
were  thefe,  whether  the  flierifis  had  done  their  duty  accord- 
ing to  the  bcft  of  their  ability  ?  whether,  in  thefituation  in 
which  they  were  placed,  they  could  have  done  better  ?  whe- 
ther, without  the  power  of  invcftigating  a  cafe  of  difficulty 
by  the  examination  of  witneffes,  having  no  authority  of  ad« 
zniniftering  ad  oath  to  any  pcrlbn  but  the  freeholder,  and 
only  that  with  refpeft  to  his  freehold,  they  were  right  in  rc- 
forting  to  that  courfe  which  accorded  with  the  uiual  prac- 
t'ce  at  elefliions,  and  which  was  prefcrxbed  by  the  law  ? 
oh^rifFs  were,  the  houfe  would  bear  in  ntind,  generally  in- 
competent, from  the  nature  of  their  education,  to  decide 
upon  matters  of  faw  ;  and  this  incompetency  was  more  na- 
turally to  be  expeflcd  in  the  (herifFs  of  Middlcfex  than 
among  the  country  gentlemen,  as  many  of  the  former  were 
perfons  who  rofe  from  fuccefs,  perhaps  in  mechanical  pro- 
feffions,  to  the  office  of  fherifft.     However,  in  confcquence 
of  this  cencral  incompetency,  great  indulgence  was  due  to 
xniftakes  of  (herifFs  where  no  corruption  appeared;  other* 
Wife  an  office  which  held  out  no  profit,  but  rather  great  ex- 
pence  and  trouble,  would  be  an  extfemcly  dangerous  pofl. 
The  IheiifFs  in  this  as  in  other  cafes  of  eleflions,  chofe  . 
proper  perfons  to  aflift  ihcm  by  ihcir  judgment  on  quef^ 
tions  of^  law.     That  thofe  perfons  wer^  not  wrong  in  the 
advice  they  gave  in  the  clifputed  points  which  the  houfe 
were  about  to  examine,  would  appear,  he  believed,  very 
clearly  from  a  revifion  of  the  afls'of  the  Ith  of  Henry  Vi, 
the  7th  and  8th  of  Wm.  HI.  the    lOth  of  Anne,  and  the 
I8th  of  George  IK  which  pointed  out  the  regulations  rcb- 
live  to  the  adminiilratign  of  the  frccholdei's  oath  i,  alio  th€ 

refoiutiona 
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refoiuttons  of  the  HouTe  of  Commomy  on  the  York  and 

Dorfet,  cafes  ia  1625.     From  thofe  latter  and  other  deci- 

lions  referred  to  by  Serjeant  Glanville,  the  po^ver  of  th^ 

(herifif  was  defined  ^  and  it  was  coniiiied  to  tliis,  that  when 

obje£tioa  was  made  to  a  freeholder  tendering  bis  vote,  the 

(heriffs  having  no  power  to  inquire  judicially  into  the  ob- 

j^iQQS»  they  had  uo  criterion  to  recur  to  but  thq  oath  of 

li^ch  freeholder  as, to  Uie  value  and  time  of  poffeilion,  and 

fucb  other  points  as  are  prefcribed  in  the  ad  of  the  idth  of 

X}eprge  11.     Such  was  the  courfe  adopted  by  his  clients^ 

and  that  courfe  they  uniformly  followed  throughout  the  eiec* 

.tion,  as  well  wiiii  refpeA  to  the  voters  on  one  fide  as  on  the 

orber.     Ic  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  MeflTrs.  BuHiifan 

Aod  B\irchall,wha  affifted  his  clients  with  their  advice^  that  a 

meeting  took  place  the  night  before  (he  eledion,  at  which 

«  rule  was  laid  down>  among  other  arrangements,  that  in 

every  cafe  of  objcdion  to  a  voter,  the  voter's  oath  ihould 

be  the  criterion  of  decifion,  and  that  fhould  the  voter  per- 

fift  in  tendering  hi$  vote,  that  vote  fliould  be  received  un- 

iefs  it  came  witbiq  the  knowledge  of  the  (heriffs  or  their 

afleflbra,    that  the  party  claiming  had  no  right  to  vote. 

From  tliis  rule  his  clients. never  fwerved ;  upon  the  ground 

4)£  this  rule  they  admitted  the  voters  from  the  inns  of  court 

and  the  public  offices  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mainwaring;  on  the 

fame  rule  they  admitted  the  mill  voters  for  'Sir  Francis  Bur- 

.dett.     There  was  no  cafe  whatever,  in  which  the  oath  of 

perfons  tendering  their  votes  was  rejeAed,  but  in  that  of 

Jhofe  claiming  from  the  Emanuel  bofpita],  the  tenure  of 

which  Mr.  £iuihnAnJiappened  himfelf  to  know  not  to  be  a 

freehold;  and  thofe  rejected  perfons,  tlxe  learned. coupfel 

wiflied  the  houfe  to  l^ear  in  mind,  were  tendered  for  S^ 

Francis  Burdett*     The  learned  counfel  traced  the  coadu^ 

of  his  clients  through  the  feveral  days  of  the  eleAioi^  up 

to  tiie  i2thr  dufifig  which  be  maintained  that  the  evidence 

would  beajr  him  in  ftating  that  the  reguIation»tbey  adopted 

.  were  approvied  of  by  both  parties,  and  were  in  all  cafes  ap- 

, plied  with  tl\e  inoil  rigid  adherence  to  juftice  and  impar- 

.•ciaJity.     That  the  charge  of  a  ^onfpiracy.  .to  promote  the 

eledion  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  by  the  introddftion  of  the 

foill  voters  was  inapplicable  to  his  clients,  the  learned  gen« 

.lieraan  endeavoured  to  fhew  by  a  reference  to  the  evidenoe 

as  it  relates  to  thofe  voters.    From  tliat  it  appeared  that  the 

^exiftence  of  fuch  voters  was  not  known  to  the  Iheriffi  until 

Uie  morning  of  the  I^thday  of  ele^tion^  when  Alb.  Cooper 

3Y2  '  and 
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and  others  came'  to  the  poll.  The  teftimony  of  Mr.  Clif- 
ford ftated  that  thofe  voters  were  difcovered  by  him  acci* 
dentally  on  the  6th  day  of  the  elefiion,  and  that  he  kept  it 
a  fecret  for  feveral  days.  The  learned  counfel  therefore 
argued  that  his  clients  could  have  no  prcknowledge  of  the 
.intention  to  produce  fuch  voters.  Upon  the  day  tlieiirft  fctof 
them  came  to  the  fjoothjCooper  and  others  were  taken  round 
to  the  sheriffis'  box,  to  have  their  claim  difcuiled.  This 
pra^ice  of  taking  objefted  voters  round  to  the  Iheriffs*  box, 
to  have  their  objeftions  invefligated,  he  obferved,  had  pre- 
vailed from  the  commencement  of  the  eledion,  with  the 
implied  confent  of  all  parties.  After  Cooper  and  the  otheni 
had  gone  round,  a  dilcuflion  arofe,  which  continued  about 
four  hours,  the  counfel  on  both  fides  being  prcfent.  But 
yet  it  being  irapofliWe  to  decide  the  faft  as  to  the  tenure  of 
the  voters  from  the  inability  of  the  Iherifis,  as  be  before 
ftated,  they  determined  to  aft  upon  the  rule  laid  from  the 
beginning.  They  therefore,  after  fully  explaining,  in  the 
fnoft  folemn  manner,  to  Cooper  and  the  others  who  accom- 
panied him,  the  nature  of  an  oath,  requefted  him  to  deli- 
berate upon  what  he  was  about  to  do,  acquainting  him, 
however,  that  if  he  perfifled  in  demanding  to  vote,  his  vote 
fnuft  be  received,  upon  taking  the  freeholder's  oalh.  Coo- 
per and  his  companions  retired,  and  after  fome  time  came 
forwaid  again  to  the  huftings  and  tendered  their  voles.  Mr. 
,  Burchall  Went  to  the  front  of  the  huftings,  repeated  a  fo* 
leran  admonition  to  them,  and  adminiftered  tlie  oath  to  them'; 
this  oath  they  took,  notwithftanding  the  menace  of  Mr.  SyU 
vefter  to  profecute  them  for  perjury.  It  was  ftated  by  Mr. 
Sylvefter,  in  his  evidence,  that  on  the  14th  day  he  tendered 
the  afk  of  WiUiam  the  third  to  flieriiF  Rawlins,  and  called 
upon  him  for  a  reconfideration  of  the'cafe  of  the  millers;  but 
to  this  application,  which  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Mainwaring, 
fheriff  Rawlins  replied,  that  the  cafe  had  been  decided  the 
day  before,  and  that  he  would  not  go  into  it  again*  Mr.  SyN 
veder  alfo  ftated,  that  IherifF  Rawlins  would  not  fufler  him  or 
Mr.  Main  waring  to  put  queftionsto  the  voters  on  the  huftings# 
on  the  1 5th  day.  Now,  in  point  of  faft,  the  aft  of  Wil-. 
liam  III.  which  ftieriiF  Rawlins  refufed  to  confider,  had  no 
relation  to  the  queftion,  and  to  permit  the  interrogaltoo 
propofed  by  Mr,  Sylvefter  on  the  huftings  woujd  be  incon- 
£ftent  with  the  pradice  tliat  antecedently  prevailed  withont 
'Bny  exception,  to  take  votes  objedted  to  round  to  the  (he- 
rirfs^*  bc^x.     This  pradtice  arofc  from  a  wifli  to  prevent  the 
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interruption  of  the  poll.  It  was  adcd  upon  during  the  i& 
and  2d  days  of  the  eledion,  when  voters  were  crowding  at 
the  buftings  for  Mr.  Mainwaring;  and  he  would  therefore 
put  it  to  the  candour  of  any  man,  whether  it  would  not  be 
cbe  grofleft  injuftice  to  allow  any  deviation  from  that  prac- 
tice on  the  laft  day  of  the  elefiion,  when  voters  were  crowd- 
ing to  the  huilings  for  Sir  Francis  Burdett?  Mr.  Sylvefter 
aifo  complained  that  he  was  rudely  treated  by  iherifF  Raw^ 
lins;  but  anolher  witnefs,  Mr.  Gater,  who  was  prefent  in 
the  (herifFs*  box  when  the  thing  complained  of  arofe,  Aated 
that  which  fully  juftificd  the  conduft  of  iheriiF  Rawlins,  and 
that  the  demeanour  of  the  complainant  was  very  different 
from  that  which  one  would  have  a  right  to  expeft.  From 
the  rank  and  profefSon  of  Mr.  Sylvefter,  he  felt  it  an  un- 
pleafant  tafk  to  make  any  obfervation  upon  him.  He  was 
no  doubt,  as  a  crown  lawyer,  refpcdable;  and  adminii^ 
tered  the  law,  In  the  court  in  which  he  prcfided,  with  much 
credit;  but  yet  he  muft  fay,  that  in  election  law,  it  was 
clear  that  that  learned  gentleman  was  out  of  his  proper 
fphere — that  he  undertook  a  new  trade : — 

Nc  futor  ultra  crq)idam. 
VVith  refpeft  to  the  charge  againllhis  clients,  of  refufing  to 
examine  the  voters  upon  the  land  tax  affeirments  at  the  re- 
qaeft  of  Mr.  Mainwaring's  friends,  he  begged  to  ftate  to 
the  houfe,  that  this  requeft  was  not  made  until  the  7th  day 
of  the  eleftton.  Not  a  word  was  heard  of  it  on  the  firft 
day,  when  Mr.  Mainwaring  polled  «bove  1000  votes;  and 
he  would  fubmit  it  to  the  conllderation  of  the  houfe,  wlie* 
ther  it  would  have  been  fair,  whatever  might  be  the  power 
of  the  fheriffe,  to  comply  with  that  yequelt,  to  eftablifh  a 
rule  on  the  fcventh  day,  that  had  been  entirely  overlooked 
during  the  preceding  part  of  the  ele£tion  ?  Would  this  have 
been  dealing  equitably  towards  all  parties,  as  his  clients  had 
determined  to  do?  The  refolution  of  the  committee  charged 
bis  clients  with  admitting  forae  mill  voters  on  the  14th  day, 
and  rejefling  fome  of  the  fame  defcription  of  voters  who 
tendered  their  votes  on  the  fame  principle  on  the  15th  day, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  majority  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  la 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  he  could  not  find  one  tittle  to 
fuftain  this  allegation.  The  fa£t  was,  that  in  confequence 
of  a  fuggeftion  from  Sir  Wiliiaib  Gibbons,  who  was  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Mainwaring's,  on  the  evening  of  the  14tli  day,  that 
fome  perfons  were  cxpefled  to  tender  their  votes  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  forthe<rood  jntent  mill,  who  had  only  juft  pur*^ 
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chafed  (hares  for  the  purpofe  of  voting,  IhcriiF  Rawlrns 
<{ueftionedthe  firft  clafsof  mill  voters  who  prcfented  ihem«* 
iekcs  on  that  morning,  and  findiog  they  were  not  qualified 
10  vote  from  time  of  poHefliony  tbey  wererejcfted.  Now 
although  thofe  rejefted  perfons  were  tendered  for  Mr. 
•Mainwaring^  it  mtift  be  obvious  that  as  at  the  iicac  of  their 
lejedion  that  gentleman  was  twenty-live  a- head  on  the  poll, 
and  alfo  that  the  rcjedion  occurred  in  confequence  of  the 
previous  fuggedion  of  Sir  William  Gibbons,  the  corru}>t 
motive  which  tlie  refoiutioo  of  the  committee  afcribed  ta 
his  ch'ents  was  completely  inapplicable.  As  to  the  flate- 
ment  in  theteftimony  of  Turuer  Smith,  who  defcribed  him* 
felf  as«a  roving  commiflioner  of  infpedioa  for  Mr.  Main* 
waring  on  the  hullings,  that  on  the  k5th  day  the  freeholder's 
-oath  was  gabbled  over  by  the  voters  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
pedition;, that  ilatement  was  mofl  poiitively  and  pointedly 

contradidled,  by  the  evidence  of  Meflrs.  Cater  and , 

who  were  the  fheriiFs'  agents  for  the  adminiAration  of  the 
oath,  and  who  fwore  that  they  were  enjoined  to  adminiftcr 
the  oath  in  all-  caies  with  due  folemnity.  Having  gone 
through  various  parts  of  the  evidence,  to  fhew  the  fa^s  of 
Hhe  cafe  with  refpeA  to  the  condu£t  of  his  clients*  Mr. 
Adam  recurred  to  a  confideration  of  the  law.  He  maio- 
tained  that  the  fame  principle  of  law  muft  apply  univerfally ; 
that  there  could  not  be  one  law  for  Lancajhire  and  York- 
Ihire,  and  another  for  Middlefex  and  Rutland.  Ihe  ipirit 
of  the  law  did^  he  was  quite  convinced,  fan£lion  the  rule 
Jaid  down  and  afled  upon  by  his  clients.  The  law  could 
not  enadl  that  which  it  would  be  phy^cally  impoiRble  to 
execute.  It  allowed  but  fifteen  days  for  any  eledion*  aod 
if  the  returning  ofEcers  weie  to  a£t  judicially,  if  they  were 
to  inquire  into  any  difpuled  vote,  if  they  were  to  zSt  other- 
wife  than  his  clients  had  a£)ed,  to  refort  to  the  criterion  of 
an  oath  upon  all  diiScult  cafes,  it  would  be  utterly  impoiE- 
ble  to  go  through  in  fifteen  days  the  eleSiou  of  fuch  a 
county  as  Yorklhire,  to  receive  above  40,000  votes. 
Indeed  it  evidently  was  not  the  intention  of  the  fiatute,  that 
the  returning  officers  Ihould  siSt  any  other  than  miniilerially 
during  thofe  fifteen  days.  If  the  clofe  invefiigation  of  the 
votes  were  demanded,  what  was  called  the  fcrulioy  a£l  pre» 
fcribed  thirty  days  for  the  continuance  of  fuch  invefiigation. 
During  thisfcrutiny  the  iherifB  were  invefted  with  judicial 
power,  and  the  diftin£lion  between  the  fifteen  and  thirty 
day&  clearly,  proved  that  the  returning  officers  were  merclr 
-     ^  authorize«l 
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authorized,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  to  adminifter  the  freehold- 
er's oath,  and  nat  entitled  to  go  into  any  icrutiny  of  the 
irccholdcr's  claim.  .  If,  indeed,  the  returning  officer  Ihould 
rcfufe  to  receive  the  vote  of  a  freeholder,  who  Ihould  ex- 
prefs  his  readinefs  to  take  the  oath,  fuch  returning  officer 
would  be  liable  to  an  a£lion,  froai  which,  even  ihould  the 
verdict  be  in  his  favour,  he  could  not  efcape  without  foine 
lofs.  This  confideration  would,  he  truded,  combined  with, 
the  law  and  the  facts  he  had  ftated,  produce  in  the  mind  of 
the  houfe  a  due  degree  of  indulgence  for  the  fituaiion  in 
which  his  clients  were  placed,  and  render  the  hOufe  flow  to 
pronounce  a  verdict  of  guilty  againft  men  who  were  fo  cir* 
cumstanced,  and  who  had  so  actedi^.  The  learned  counsdL 
denied  that  his  clients  had  come  to  any  adjudication  that 
rendered  them  liable  to  the  charge  of  acting  judicially  on  the 
last  day  of  the  election,  as  Mr.  Sylvester  seemed  to  infer. 
The  fact  was,  that  the  persons  tendering  on  the  occasion  to  , 
which  the  adjudication  was  said  to  refer, 'could  not  con- 
scientiously take  the  oath.  If  they  would  take  that  oath 
their  votes  must  have  been  received  and  put  on  the  polL 
The  learned  counsel  concluded  by  conjuring  the  house  td 
weigh  well  the  circumstances  in  which  his  cli^ts  were  placed 
•>*-<o  take  a  fair  and  full  review  of  the  conduct  they  had  pur- 
sued throughout  the  eIection-->that  being  themselves  not  le* 
gaily  educated,  they  had  aaed  under  the  advice  of  those  who 
were — that  although  they  might  be  mistaken,  their  uniform 
unvarying  application  of  the  same  rules  to  all  parties  proved 
that  they  were  not  corrupt.  Addressing  himsdf  to  an  en- 
lightened assembly,  he  trusted  that  the  fate  of  his  clients 
would  be  consistent  with  its  character,  and  with  the  force 
pf  their  claims. 

As  soon  as  the  counsel  had  withdrawn  from  the  bar,  the 
Speaker  stated  the  question,  that  the  house  do  agree  with 
the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  the  substance  of  which 
was,  that  the  sheriffs  of  Middlesex  had  been  guilty  of  par-^- 
tiality  and  corruption,  particularly  on  the  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  days  of  election,  by  admitting  persons  to  vote  who 
daimed  under  right  of  their  being  partners  in  the  Good  In^ 
fent  mill,  in  the  parish  of  Isleworth,  so  as  by  that  means  to 
give  a  colourable  majority  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  hart,  and 
9l$o  by  refusing  to  admit  other  persons,  under  the  same  cir- 
^mstances,  to  poll  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mainwaring. 

Aft.  Rose  obterved,  that  he  was  convinced  ^e  case  was 
clearly  made  out  against  the  sherifis,  and  he  believed  that 

would 
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would  be  the  opinion  of  fhc  bousei  notwtthstandiog  dvne 
gentlemen  had  had  the  advantage  of  the  fiill  exertion  of  as 
eloquent  and  able  a  person  as  any  in  his  learned  professiooy 
ami  as  likely  to  make  an  impression  en  the  house  as  any 
learned  gentleman  who  could  be  called  to  its  bar.  But  if  he 
should  have  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the 
house  he  had  ho  doubt  he  should  make  it  appear  that  every 
word  in  this  resolution  was  truly  applicable  to  the  conduct  of 
these  sheriffs.  He  contended  that  the  shcriiFs  had  acted  with 
great  partiality  towards  Sir  F.  Burdett,  in  suffering  an  orator 
*  to  appear  daily  before  the  hustings  to  harangue  the  popuhce, 
to  abuse,  calumniate,  and  vilify  Mr.  Mainwaring,  and  all  who 
voted  for  him,  and  thi»  practice  was  continued  daily  without 
iRtermif^sion.  Grotesque  figures  were  also  exhibited  of  a 
^  man  supposed  to  come  from  ClerkenwcU  prison,  which  was 
denominated  the  hostile,  who  were  made^to  represent  a  scene 
of  flogging ;  and  many  other  representations  were  sufiered 
to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  terrifying  voters  from  polling 
for  Mr.  Mainwaring,  a  practice  highly  unbecoming  in  hself^ 
and  greatly  injurious  to  the  freedom  of  election,  and  by  whicbi 
if  this  was  to  be  adopted  every  where,  all  the  counties  in  the 
kingdom  would  be  represented  by  those  who  could  collect 
together  the  greatest  mass  of  persons  of  the  lowest  classes, 
without  property,  without  industry,  without  character,  and 
without  any  quality  whatever  which  renders  men  respectable 
in  society.  '  He  argued  from  the  evidence  that  much  of  this 
practice  prevailed  at  the  said  election,  and  that  the  sheriffs 
declined  to  put  ah  end  to  it,  although  they  had  constables 
enough  for  that  purpose.  He  argued  also  from  the  evidence^ 
that  tlie  sherifis  had  acted  partially  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  received  the  mill  votes  for  Sir  F.  Bd^dett,  by  whieh 
several  himdreds  of  persons  were  put  upon  the  poll  whom 
the  sherifis  knew  could  Inve  no  right  of  election  whatever. 
,  This  question,  he  contended,  would  have  been  decided  at 
once,  if  the  land-tax  assessments  had  been  referred'  to  5  but 
although  the  proper  officer  attended  the  hustings  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  those  assessments,  and  although  the 
sJieriffs  were  desired  by  Mr.  Mainwaring's  counsel  to  have  re- 
coiirse  to  those  documents,  yet  they  refused  to  do  so,  by 
which  they  acted  contrary  to  the  plain  letter  of  ah  act  of  par- 
5i»iment  of  the  20th  of  Geo.  III.  c.  17,  and  which  they  wer« 
b»)ur.d  to  understand.  They  would  not  have  the  advice  of 
counsel,  but  Avere  in  a  great  measure  guided  by  Mr.  Burchall, 
oac  of  the  under  Aeriffs ;  Mr.  Walsh,  the  other  under  sherii^ 
...  not 
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not  busying iiimself  with  the  election.  Mr^Burchall  was  altoweA 
to  be  a  gentleman  of  ability,^  but  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  • 
twenty-fotn*  years  acting  as  deputy  sheriff  for  the  same  couh- 
xjy  and  there  was  an  old  act  of  parliament,  which,  although  * 
generally  considered  to  be  obsolete,  was,,  he  apprehended, 
still  in  force,  which  prohibited  -  any  one  person  from  beings 
more  than  one  year  in  succession  deputy  sheriff  for  the  san>e  - 
county,  and  by  which  he  apprehended  this  gentleman  to 
have  tbrleited  a  vs|st  nnmber  of  penalties.     He  theft  cited  a 
great  number  of  passages  from  the  evidence;  by  which  be ' 
ntaintahied  that  the  corrupt  misconduct  of  these  gentlemen 
^vas  manifest ;  indeed,  he  never  knew  any  case  of  a  returning 
crfficer  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  duty  as  the  present,  and  it 
became  the  house  to  mark  it  with  a  proper  degree  of  punish- 
iBcnt,  not  for  the  sake  of  severity  against  these  individuals^' 
for  against  them  he  had  no  personal  ilUwill,  neither  was  it  a  * 
Iwrtiry  to  \Sx^  to  ask  for  the  .punishment  of  any  body ;  but 
tlieobjecv^f' punishment  was  not  severity  towards  the  guilty, '. 
botterror  to  others,  by  way  of  prevention  of  the  repetition  of 
crimes.     He  therefore  eoncluded  with  observing,  that  he 
xBtist  assent  to  the  resolution- as  preparatory  to  the  necessary 
pomshment  of  those  who  were  the  objects  of  it. 

Mr.  Petir  Moore  differed  entirely  from  the  right  hon.  gen^  • 
tleman  wiu)  had  just  spoken.  He  thought  t)ie  evidence  given 
before  the  committee  did  not  justify  the  resolutions  of  the 
report  which  tended  to  criminate  the  sheriffs.  He  would  re-, 
commend  to  the  committee  to  retire  to  their  chamber  again,* 
and  re-examine  the  evidence,  when  he  verily  believed  they 
would  come  to  a  report  acquitting  the  sheriffs  altogether  ;  for 
they  had  truly  conducted  themselves  in  an  exemplary  man-^ 
ner ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  ever  happen  to 
be  sheriff  of  a  county  where  there  was  a  popular  election,  it 
would  be  well  for  him  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  these  gen- 
tlemen* As  to  the  complaint  of  partiality  in  their  conduct 
for  the  interest  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  it  was  an  unfounded 
charge.  The  mill  voters  were  all  freeholders,  but  they  had 
not  occupied  their*  freehold  long  enough,  and  could  not  be 
allowed  at  that  time,  although  they  are  good  now ;  but  a  va!>t 
number  of  persons  holding  places  had  voted  in  virtue  of  them 
as  freeholders,  who  Were  no  freeholders  at  aH,  as  had  been 
decided  by  the  committee,  and  all  those  had  been  admitted 
to  poll  for  Mr.  Main  waring  4  they  were  therefore  infinitely 
worse  voter?  than  the  mill  owners.  The  one  had  a  right  of 
election  that  was  not*mature ;  the  otlier  had  no  right  0?  elec- 
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tifin  af  all.  A^  to  Mr!  Bufchall,  he  was  a  gehtkix^n  of 
learning  and  ability  in  his  profession9  not  likely  to  incur  the 
penalties  of  a  statute  as  had  been  stated ;  and  as  to  integrity, 
K^  was  one  of  the  most  immaculate  piersons  in  the  kingdona. 
He  then  took  a  general  view  of  the  report  and  the  heads  of 
the  evidence^  and  concluded  with  dissenting  from  the  rcso^ 
lulion. 

Lord  Marsham  said  that  the  committee  had  not  decided 
without  giving  the  fullest  consideration  to  all  the  evidence 
that  had  been  produced.  There  had  been  little  or  no  difie- 
rence  of  opinion  among  the  committee  respecting  the  resolu- 
tions they  then  came  to,  and  be  must  say  for  htrasdif,  that 
no  material  alteration  had  taken  place  in  his  opinion  on  the 
subject.  His  k)rdship  then  adverted  to  the  principal  topics 
of  the  counsel's  speech.  He  could  not  allow'  that  the  impu-* 
tation  of  partiality  in  the  sberifts  was  at  all  disproved  by 
their  having  admitted  many  votes  for  Mr.  Mainwaring,  whi^ 
the  committee  afterwards  struck  off  on  account  of  not  being  • 
assessed  to  the  land  tax.  Many  of  these  voters  were  men 
of  large  property,  and  in  other  respects  unobjectionable.  It 
had  appeared  that  a  certain  person,  called  "  the  orator,"  was 
allowed  daily  to  insult  one  candidate  and  his  friends,  and 
that  the  sheriffs  took  no  effectual  step  to  prevent  it.  As  to 
the  mill  voters,  the  committee  would  not  have  imputed  a- 
corrupt  motive  to  the  sheriffs  in  receiving  them,  jf  their  at- 
tention had  not  been  particularly  called  to  the  subject.  The 
principal  point  which  decided  the  committee  that  their  mo- 
tives must  have  been  bad,  was  their  having  acted  judicially 
for  a  considerable  time  during  the  election,  and  afterwards 
declaring  they  considered  themselves  as  mere  ministerial  offi- 
cers. It  was  a  mockery  of  all  the  forms  of  justice,  to  bring 
voters  round  to  the  sheriffs'  box,  and  hear  the  arguments  of 
counsel  on  the  validity  of  their  votrs,  if  no  decision  was  to 
follow  the  argument ;  and  if  they  meant  to  decide  upon  the 
arginnents  they  heard,  it  was  absurd  to  say  they  could  not 
*t  judicially.  Whatever  rule  of  conduct  they  thought  pro- 
per to  lay  down  for  themselves,  they  should .  lifetve  ste^ily 
adhered  to  it.  It  required  no  uncommon  understanding  to 
have  governed  themselves  by  some  fixed  principle;  but  in 
varying  from  their  own  rules,  they  did  appear  to  have  acted 
wilfully  and  corruptly.  His  lordship  then  commented  on 
xunous  parts  of  the  evidence,  and  justified  the  resolutions 
which  the  committee  had  adopted. 

'f  he  Solicitor  General  had  listened  witli  gfcat  attention  to 
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the  able.argoin^nt  of  the  learned  counsel  (Mr.  AclamX  but 
differed  from  him  most  mati^mlly  in.  the  cohclusions  hedr^w 
from  the  evidence  before  the  house.     There  were  mac^  lesser   « 
parts. of  the  case,.which^  .when  added  to  what  vrzs  the  ra'ost 
substantial  part  of  it»  would  prove  clearly  the  disposition  of 
the  sheriffs.     He  conceived  the  whole  of  the  question  for  the 
house  to  determine  was  simply  this  :  whether  the  shetiffs,  see- 
ipgi  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  election,  tliat  Mr.  Main* 
waring  was  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  and. thinking  that  it  would 
be.  possible,  by  giving  a  colourable  majority  to  Sir  F.  Burdett, 
to  procure  him  to  be  returned,  did  not  wilfully  and  corruptly 
admit  the  mill  voters,  well  knowing  tlvat  they  had  no  freehold 
or  right  to  vote  ?  and  whether,  when  by  means  of  a  number 
of  these  mill  votes  Sir  Francis  had  gained  a  colourable  mato—  . 
rity,  the  sheriffs  had  not  refused  the  votes  of  others  that 
came  forward  under  circumstances  precisely  similar  to  those 
whose  votes  had  been  before  admitted  ?  In  the  discussion  of 
those  questions,  he  did  not  vrish  to  deal  hardly  with  the  she* 
ri&i  but  should  argue  from. the  evidence  of  their  own  wit- 
nesses.   Messrs*  Bushnan  and  Burchall  had  stated,  the  adviqe 
that  they  had  siren  the  shertfis^  to  admit  every  vote  that  they 
liad  not  a  perfect  knowledge  was  a  bad  oqe.    Had  they  con- 
,  formed  themselves  uniformly  to. this  advice,   which  they 
themselves  professed  to. lay  down  as.  the  rule  of  their  conduct, 
they  could  never  have  admitted  those  votes,  which,  after  the 
questions  which  had  been  asked,  and  the  argument  that  had 
been  offered,  they  must  have.certainly  knpwn  to  be  bad  votes. 
When  Albion  Cooper,  the  first  of  those  mill  voters,  offered 
to  vote,  the  circumstances  of  the  mill  irom  which  h<:  claimed 
the  right  of  voting  were  fiilly  disclosed*    It  then  appeared 
that  one  thou.sand  and  two  shares ,  were  made  of  some  pre- 
mises on  which  those  small  cottages  had  <stood,  that  a  mill 
had  been  partly  erected,  but  had.  not  even  been  roofed  in. 
Above  300  persons  had  actuallysubscribed,  and  in  case  that 
they  could  get  money  enough  to  finish  it,  and  that  the  mill 
should  answer  and  no  accident  happen,  then  they  were  to  re- 
ceive an  allowance  in  the  price  of  their  bread,  which  would 
save  them  at  least  forty  shillings  a  year  each.     It  was  on  thit 
iort  of  speculative  freehold  that  they  had  offered  to  vot». 
It  was  not  because  the  sherlBls  had  not  rejected  their  votes  oii^ 
the  ground  of  joint  tenancy  or  any  other  legal  objection,. that 
he  considered  their  admission  to  be  a  proof  of  corruption  in 
the  sherifis,  but  because  the  value  of  thoiBe  shares  was  sc^ 
palpably  under  foxtj  shillings  annually^  that  as  soon  as  the 
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dierifis  heard  the  cirqitnstances  of  the  casej  they  must  have 
known  they  did  not  possess  a  freehold ;  and  that  in  sending 
them  to  the  poll)  they  were  sending  them  to  commit  perjuryT 
A  corrupt  motive  also  appeared  to  him  very  evident)  when 
Sir  William  Rawlins  would  neither  suffer  Mr.  Mainwaring 
nor  any  of  his  agents  to  question  some  of  these  people  about 
their  freeholds,  when  he  rudely  pushed  Mr.  Mainwaring 
away)  and  would  neither  let  him  ask  the  question  nor  put  it 
himself*  No  rule  that  he  could  have  laid  down  could  justify 
him  in  such  conduct,  to  a  man  of  Mr.  Mainwaring's  age ; 
and  in  the  situation  he  then  stood*,  and  his  refusing  to  put 
the  question  himself,  did  appear  wilfully  rejecting  that  in- 
formation which  he  might  have  had.  It  was  true  that  on  the 
15th  day  of  the  poll,  he  dfd  put  questions  to  many  of  the 
mill  voters,  and  prevented  several  of  them  from  voting ;  but, 
as  it  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Clifford,  it  was 
not  till  this  gentleman,  thinking  the  election  w^s  completeir 
turned)  and  that  it  was  then  a  hollow  thing  in  favour  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  told  the  sheriff  that  he  was  afraid  the  last 
set  of  mill  voters  had  been  sent  up  by  Mr.  Mainwaring's 
friends  to  throw  a  slur  on  that  descriptioit  of  voters,  and  it 
was  then,  and  not  before^  that  Sir  William  Rawlins  interfered 
to  prevent  their  voting.  An  interference  at  such  a  time, 
and  under  such  circumstances,  was  surely  no  proof  of  im- 
partiality. (Mr.  Fox  here  observed  across  the  tablC)  that  this 
last  set  of  mill  voters  came  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  day, 
when  the  majority  was  for  Mr.  Mainwaring.)  The  solicitor 
general  then  shewed  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Clifford,  that 
it  was  in  the  middle  of  the  day)  and  that  the  great  body  of 
the  old  whigs,  including  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  had 
come  up  that  day  to  the  poIL  He  then  ludicrously  contrasted 
the  competition  betfno^n  the  jold  whigs  and  the  miU  voters, 
which  sliould  have  the  hdnour  of  deciding  the  election.  Al- 
though it  appeared  to  him  most  clearly,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  sheriffs  justified  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  he  de- 
clared himself  still  open  to  conviction)  and  should  be  very 
glad  that  any  arguments  could  be  adduced  to  make  hkn 
change  his  6piniou. 

AIn  Wm  Smith  concurred  in  disapproving  of  the  conduct 
of  the  sherifis)  but  still  did  not  believe  they  had  acted  hfm 
a  corrupt  motive.  As  to  the  irregularities  of  the  populace 
in  front  of  the  hustings,  it  was  as  competent  to  the  rest  bf  the 
magistrates  as  to  the  ^erifis  to  have  prevented  it^  He  coosi^ 
dered  that  too  much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  testiinony 
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..-o^^Mf*  Adolj^uis,  which  did  not  quite  -agree  with  the  tcs- 
.tUaony  of  other' witnesses.     Rowing  tJ^en  that  the  she- 
ri£Fs  had  acted  wrong,  he  concluded  by  moving,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  that  the  word  ^<  corruptly''  should 
be  left  out  of  the  resolution. 

Sir  Watkin  JVUliams  Wynne  condemned  the  conduct  of  the 
sheriffs  in  admitting  the  mill  votes.  It  was  impossible,  he 
observed^  that  any  one  of  .common  understanding  could  be 
ignorant  that  these  votes  ought  not  have  been  received.  He 
had  no  doubt,  from  a  consideration  of  all  tlie  circumstances, 
that  the  sheriffs  had  been  guilty  of  an  undue  partiality.  He, 
therefore,  heartily  concurred  in  the  resolutions  that  liad  been 
adopted  by  the  committee. 

JLord  Henniker,  in  opposition  to  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Smithj  observed  that  the  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  be  mis- 
taken respecting  the  power  of  the  magistrates  at  the  election. 
The  power  was  chiefly  vested  in  the  sheriflTs  oh  these  occa- 
sions, and  it  depended  on  them  to  restore  order  and  keep 
%vithin  due  bounds  the  proceedings  of  the  mob.  They,  there- 
fore, were  answerable  for  whatever  misconduct  might  liavc 
taken  place. 

.  Air.  Stniih  explained,  by  observing  that  he  did  not  say 
that  it  was  the  business  of  the  magistrates  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  quell  the  tumult ;  but  only  that  if  the  conduct  of 
the  mob  was  so  gross  as  it  was  on  some  occasions  represented, 
the  magistrates  might  have  interfered,  and  the  sheriffs 
would  scarcely  have  refused  their  concurrence  in  such  mea- 
sures. 

The  question  was  here  called  for,  and  the  gallery 'wa» 
cleared  i  but  no  division  took  place ;  so  that  it  was  agreed  to 
a4opt  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  without  any. 

Another  resolution  had  been  proposed  by  Mr.  kose  to 
this  effect,  that  the  sheriffs,  Robert  Albion  Cox,  esq.  and  Sir 
W.  Rawlins,  knt.  had,  in  their  conduct  and  practice  during 
the  election,  acted  in  *vfolation  of  their  duty,  contrary  to  law, 
and  in  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  house.  When  stran- 
gers were  admitted, 

Mr,  Fox  was  on  his  legs,  and  contending  that  it  ought  to 
be  considered,  that  if  the  sheriffs  were  blamable  in  not  agree- 
ing to  the  receiving  of  the  land  tax  assesnient  books,  other 
sheriffs  bad  been  equally  culpable.  If  that  alone  had  been 
the  ground  of  charge,  it  might  be  questioned  Whether  the 
late  sheriffs  had  not  been  liable  to  some  animadversion. 

Mr. 
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Mr»  Charles  Wynne  observed  that  the  conduct  of  the  shc- 
rifis  had  been  very  reprehensible  in  not  agreeing  to  the  pr6- 
ductioD  of  the  land  tax  assessments,-  as  they  were  clearly  A\* 
rected  to  do  by  act  of  parliament.  He  readily  agreed  in  the 
resolution,  and  hoped  that  it  would  be  followed  up  in  order 
to  assert  the  right  of  the  electors.  The  house,  perhaps,  were 
to  blame  in  delaying  this  so  long. 

The  Chancelhr  of-  the  ixcheqmr  was  of  opinion,  that  in 
order  to  point  out  distinctly  to  future  sheriffs,'  that  they  were 
to  comply  with  the  act  of  parliament  in  receiving  the  assess- 
ment books,  an  amendment  should  be  introduced  into  the 
motion.  He  therefore  proposed  that  the  resolution  should 
stand  thus :  that  the  sheriffs,  by  their  conduct  and  practices 
at  the  election,  both  as  appears  from  the  foregoing  resolu*- 
tions,  and  in  refusing  to  receive  the  land  tax  assessment 
books,  had  acted,  &c.  &c. 

Mr,  Fox  contended  that  the  criminality  of  the  shcriffi  in 
the  affair  of  the  land  tax  assessment  books  was  shared  by 
almost  every  returning  officer  that  had  presided  at  a  Middle* 
sex  ejection. 

"Irike  Attorney  General  read  a  part  of  Mr.  Adolphus's  evi* 
dence,  in  order  to  shew  that  they  had  refused  to  inq^ect  the 
land-tax  books. 

Mr.  Smith  observed  that  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Adolphns 
ought  to  be  received  with  many  grains  of  allowaDCf,  aad 
i-ead  a  part  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  contradicted  by  another 
i¥itness. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  read  a  part  of  the  evidence, 
shewing  that  an  express  requisition  bad  been  made  to  the 
ftheriflTs  to  allow  these  books  to  be  produced,  and  that  they 
had  refused|. 

iThe  resolution  and  the  amendment  were  then  agreed  to 
\vithout  any  division. 

Mr.  Rose  then  said  that  it  was  his  duty  to  follow  it  tip  still 
farther ;  and  he  accordingly  moved  that  the  sheriffs  should 
be  committed  to  Newgate,  and  that  the  speaker  should  issue 
his  warrant  for  that  purpose.  This  motion  was  agreed  to, 
without  a  division. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice  that  he 
tvould  on  Friday  submit  a  motion  to  ihe  house  relative  to  the 
teduction  of  the  militia.  The  other  orders  of  the  day  wet© 
then  deferred. — Adjourned. 

POUSE 
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HOUSE    OFLORDS. 

TUESDAY,  MAKCII  12. 

Mr.  Adam  was  heard  for  the  appellants  in  the  Scotch  ap- 
peal, the  earl  of  Ktnnoul  and  others  agamst  the  honourable 
Ramsey  Maule,  and  others,  his  tenants,  proprietors  and  oc- 
cupiers of  fishings  on  the  river  Tay.  The  iarther  hearing  was 
posponed  till  the  next  day. 

JUDGE   FOX. 

The  Marquis  of  Abcrcorn  read  to  the  house  a  long  paper, 
containing  the  articles  of  complaint  against  Mr  Justice  Fox, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  referred  to  the  committee. 

Lord  Auckland'  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  this  busi- 
ness was  conducted.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  go  back  on 
the  proceedings  so  far  as  to  inquire  whether  the  best  possible 
mode  of  insti^ting  and  conducting  the  business  had  been 
originally  adopted)  Viewing  the  present,  however,  as  an 
original  application,  and  one  on  which,  therefore,  he  was  at 
liborty  to  express  his  opinion,  he  could  not  help  considering^ 
it  as  liable  to  great  objections.  The  delicacy  of  the  subject 
had,  so  far  as  he  could  understand,  been  universally  acknow- 
ledged, and  it  had  been  admitted  to  be  a  question  not  only 
important,  but  novel  and  unprecedented.  If,  however,  the 
practice  which  seemed  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  the  noble 
marquis  were  once  to  be  countenanced  j  if  it  should  be  held* 
that  a  judge  of  the  land  were  liable  to  informations,  founded 
on  the  hearsay  of  any  one  of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty 
members  of  that  house,  or  of  the  six  hundred  and  fifty  eight 
members  of  the  other,  he  was  afiraid  complaints  similar  to  the 
one  then  before  the  house,  would  not  long  be  so  novel  as  they 
had  hitherto  happily  been. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  begged  the  noble  lord  to  consider,  that 
the  house  had  already,  on  maturely  weighing  the  matter,  come 
to  a  determination  on  the  mode  of  proceeding  which  it  would 
be  proper  for  tliem  to  adopt,  and  had  since  proceeded  to  act 
on  that  determination.  The  noble  lord's  arguments,  however, 
if  at  all  entitled  to  weight,  went,  not  to  call  in  question  the 
mode  of  proceeding  which  the  house  had  adopted,  but  even  tq 
enforce  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  act  of  settlement.  So 
long  as  that  act  existed,  the  proceedings  of  the  house  must 
be  esteemed  regular  and  proper.  If  there  was  any  thing  in. 
the  objection  of  the  noble  lord,  the  act  of  settlement  was  a  nulr 
lityj  and  ought  no  long^cr  to  be  allowed  to  exist.    There  was, 
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liowever,  if  he  at  all  understood  it,  noth'mg  in  ,tlic  motion  of 
the  noble  marquis,  could  he  have  be6n  allowed  to  have  made 
it,  which  at  all  admitted  of  doubt.  It  was  simply  a  reference 
to  the  committee  to  proceed. on  the  specific  allegations  in  the 
present  articles  of  complaint,  in  the  same  manner  as  thcj  had 
under  the  charge  in  the  petitions.  ^   • 

.  Earl  Spi'jicer  inquired  whcthc?  tjierc  was  any  motion  before 
the  house  i 

The  Morquis  of  .^f  her  corn  stated,  that  he  had  found  the* 
noble  lord  (Auckland)  in  the  middle  of  his  speech,  while  he 
ATss  thinking  how  he  should  introduce  his  motroj}.     He  then 
read  his  motion,  which  exactly  corresponded  with  what  had 
been  su^;:(:5tcd  by  the  lord  chancellor. 

L'^rd  Hiiivh^bury  remarked  that  the  motion  of  thc'noWe 
marqv.is  had  become  necessary,  in  order  to  satisfy  some  ob- 
jections which  had  occurred  in  the  comroittee.  Besides  the 
matter  contained  in  the  petitions  laid'  before  the  coniihittee, ' 
there  was  a  general  reference,  to  examine  the  charges  aU^edT 
apinst  Mr.  Justice  Fox.  A  question  had  arisen,  how  for  the 
committee  was  warranted  in  taking  into  their  considcratioit, 
under  this  general  head  of  "  charges  alleged"  against  Mr.  Jus- 
tice YoTHy  what  did  not  appear  in  writing.  The  motion  of  the* 
noble  marquis  was  alone  meant  to  supply  this  deficiency. 

Earl  Spencer  thought  that  the  motion  of  the  noble  marquis 
went  to  rcf'!r  to  the  committee  what  was  already  before  them. 
It  seemed  to  be  a  scix)n(l  reference  of  the  same  point. 

'Lord  Elknhrcugh  had  an  alteration  in  the  wording  of  the- 
noble  marquis's  motion  to  suggest,  which,  he  had  reason  to 
b.licvc,  would  obviate  tlie  objections  of  the  noWe  earl  who 
spoke  hist,  lie  regretted  that  the  house  was  in  the  situation  in 
which  they  at  present  were.  He  thought  it  would  have  been 
more  becoming  their  dignity,  and  more  suited  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  whicli  they  had  to  determine,  that  they 
should  then  have  been  proceeding  as  judges,  called  on,  under 
articles  of  impeachment,  to  exercise  their  judicial  capacity, 
According  to  the  law  of  the  land,  instead  of  having  yet  to 
follow  their  own  discretion.  Such,  however,  had  been  re- 
solved On  by  the  house,  and  in  this  manner  they  were  then 
called  on  to  act,  to  the  best  of  their  discretion.  He  accordingly 
suggested,  as  an  amendment  to  the  marquis  of  Abercorn*s 
motion,  that  the  specific  articles  of  complaint,  as  read  by  his 
lordship,  and  so  far  as  not  already  contained  in  the  petitions 
formerly  presented,  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

•After  a  few  words  from  Earl  Spender,  the  niotion  w;is 
igrced  to. — Adjourned. 
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On  a  message  from  the  house  of  Peers,  the  speaker  and  se^ 
vcral  members  i^rcnt  to  the  upper  house.  On  his  return,  the 
speaker  acquainted  the  hoase  that  they  had  heard  the  royal  as^' 
sent  giVen  by  commission  fothe  loan  bill,  the  addttionar  post^ 
age  duty  bill,  the  quarantine  bill,  and  som'e  l>rivate  bills.  • 

Mr.  Bagenel'  gave  notice,  that  he  would,  on  Thursday,  tnbve 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  electionjT 
in  Ireland. 

Lord  W;  Russell  moved,  that  the  order  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  report  of  the  Knaresborough  election  comJ 
mitteethat  day  be  discharged,  and  that  the  order  be  made  our 
for  Thursdayi  He  should  then  move,  that  the  attorney  ge^ 
naral  be  desired  to  prosecute  the  offending  parties.  The  orden 
for  Thursday  w.as  agreed  to  by  thi  house. 

'  Mr.Crcevey,  with  leave  of  the  house,  postponed  his  motion 
relarive  to  the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Fordyce,  from  Thursday  to' 
Tuesdajc-next. 

An. account  was  presented  from  the  commissioners  ap-" 
pointed  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt  in  Ireland,  stat- 
ing the  progress  which  has  been  made  towards  this  attainnient 
of  that  object. — Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  to  be' 
printed. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  then  moved  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  first  was  for  the  house  going  into  a  committee  on  the' 
legacy  duty  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.'Sturges  Bourne,  this  was  postponed 
to  Friday.  •    '    '- 

MUTINY   BIIX. 

A  conversation  took  place  on  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  above  biU>and  on  the  bringing  up  of  the  clause  . 
requiring  the   members  of  regimental  courts  martial  to  be 
sworn,  and  authorizing  them  to  administer  oaths  to  witnesses^ 

The  Secretary  at  War,  General  Fitzpatrick,  Sir  Eyre  CootC) 
and  General  Norton,  defended  the  principle  of  the  clause  on 
the  ground  that  it  wouUl  tend  to  ^hew  the  soldier,  in  a  still 
more  convincing  manner  tl^n  ever,  that  the  legislature  had  a 
careful  eye  over  his  interests,  without  ,there  being  the  slightest 
murmur  of  complaint,  and  indeed  when  the  house  had  the 
fullest  conviction  that  no  cause  of  complaint  existed,  but  that 
the  measure  was  such  as  parliament  in  its  wisdom  liad  thought 
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fit  to  adopt,  for  the  purpose  pf  gtviog  z  greater  degree  of  dig- 
nity to  the  proceedings  of  such  courts,  and  also  with  a  view  to 
the  sheltering  of  soldieri  against  the  efibct  of  frivolous  conoi- 
plaints,  which  are  frequently  made  against  them  by  persons 
who  are  not  in  the  army,  as  the  test  of  adjuration  would  be 
the  means  of  ascertaining  what  was  the  truth.with  a  greater 
degi!re  of  certainty  than  could  hitherto  have  been  done  in  such 
cases.  At  the  same  time  the  honourable  members  supposed 
that  hf  this  means  a  soldier  would  be  rendered  more  contented 
with  his  situation,  and  the  attachment  of  the  soldier  to  the  o£< . 
ficer  would  be  considerably  increased. 

Sir  James  PuUemy  had  not  hesord  a  sufficient  reason  esta- 
blished to  authorize  the  house  in  making  such  an  alteraticm 

.  in  an  established  regulation  of  the  army,  under  wluch  it  had 
flourishect  for  many  years.  He  thought  there  was  a  deal  of 
good  sense  in, a  letter  to  which  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr* 
Windham)  had  referred,  which  observed,  that  though  the 
imnoeuvres,  which  it  is  necessary  for  a  soldier  to  be  silled  in» 
sure  easily  learned,,  the  adaptation  of  the  mind  to  a  ready  obe- 
dience tQ  every  order,  a  cheerful  endurance  of  every  hard- 
ship, and  an  inviolable  attachment  to  his  superiors,  constituted 
the  most  material  parts  of  a  soldier's  character,  and  was  ih& 
most  difficult  to  be  obtained.  The  natural  tendency  of  tb^ 
<;)auscs  now  proposed  would  be  to  disunite  the  soldier  from 
the  officer,  as  he  would  then  think  himself  more  inde- 
p^ndent-of  him,  and  the  examination  of  witnesses  on  oath, 
7$  to  th^  subject  of  inferior  crimes,  would  be  an  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  ascertaining  the  truth ;  as  they  would  frequently  be 
apt  to  say  that  they.bpiievedj  though  they  could  not  positively 
swear.  Therie  did  not  appear,  to  be  any  practical  necessity  for 
the  measure,  and  he  should  vote  s^ainst  it. 

I^ord  Temple  was  unwilling  to  give  his  assent  to  the  multi* 

/piication  of  oaths,  especially  when  the. party  who  was  guilty 
of  such  a  crime  was  not  liable  to  any  punishment  for  th6 
breach  of  his  oath.  A  gederal  court  martial  was  a  court  d£ 
record,  the  witnesses  were  sworn,  and  ware,  liable  to  be  pro- 
secuted for  perjury  if  they  swore  false.  A  regimental  court 
martial  was  not  a  court  of  record,  and  could  not,  therefore} 
with  propriety,  be  assimilated  to  that  which  was  one. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  with  the  gallant  of- 
ficer, that  there  was  no  practical  necessity  for  the  measurft 
which  was  now  proposed;  but,  as  the  subject  had  beea 
brought  forward  to  he  discussed,  he  must  say  that  he  smcerelf 
approved  nf  the  measure.  It  was  the  more  generous  of  the 
. .         •     '  '  '  ^     -  house 
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hodse  to  gtTOtt  to  much  in  favotir  of  tHeitnny  without  bdn^ 
asked  to  do  to,  ^r'  even  hearing  a  murttiur  on  the  subject. 
With  respect  to  the  erftsion  of  witnesses,  on  account  of  the 
^lemnity  of  an  oath,  that  would  tend  to  shelter  the  soldief 
tigainst  frivolous  complaints  ijf  inhabitants  who  might  be  readj^ 
to  ttate  their  charges  unattested,  but  who  would  be  arpt  to  b6 
more  cautious  of  bringing  such  .charges  against  the  men  wheii 
they  knew  that  they  would  have  to  attest  them  upon  oath« 

I^rd  De  Biajuiete  siiid,  'that  the  innovation  was  made  by 
regimental  courts  martial  being  sufiered  to-  tread  upon  the 
heebof  the  general  coui^s.  However,  he  thought  that  it 
would  be  a  mockery  of  the  solemnity  of  their  proceedings  to 
havd  an'oath  administered  for  the  examination  of  every  charge* 
of  a  petty  nature. 

Coknel  Franilani  thought  tha£  it  might  almost  at  reason^ 
ably  be  expected  that  a  schoolma^er  should  be  sworn  to  do 
justice  at  every  time  that  there  was  a  breach  of  order  among 
his  scholars,  as  to  expect  diat  such  a  measure  should  be  re* 
sorted  to  on  the  trial  of  every  petty  offence  ia  the  arur^. 

Genifal  fViiiiam  Stewart  suggested  the  propriety  or  enjoin* 
lAg  a  more  numerous  attendance  of  officers  on  regimental 
eouit^  martial.  He  thought  that  the  number  of  ofBcers  re* 
quisite  to  form  a  court  should  be  fixed  at  seven,  or  at  th€ 
lowest  it  should  be  made  necessary  that  fiv^  should  be  present. 
The  quantum  of  punishment  for  trivial  ofiencesj  he  waa  of 
dpimon,  ought  to  be  particularly  defined,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence. 

JSrigadier-Genera/  Chdrki  Stewart  Would  not  have  intruded  * 
himself  on  the  notice  of  the  house,  being  aware  of  the  num« 
her  of  officers  that  were  more  experienced  than  himself, 
Aid  consequently  better  judges  of  the  clauses  to  be  introduced 
into  the  tnll  before  the  house,  had  it  not  been  for  the  cir* 
cumstance  of  the  similarity  of  rank  ind  name  between  his 
hon.  firiend  General  Stewart  and  himself,  and  consequently  of 
the  poasibiHfy  of  his  friend's  sentiments,  which  he  highly  re« 
spected,  but  did  not  approve,  iieing  taken  for  his.  He  was 
against  the  ideas  his  honourable  friend  had  stated  to  the 
bouse,  of  limiting  punishntents  to  be  inflicted,  and  the  ne* 
cessiiy  of  seven  or  five  officers  on  regimental  courts  maitiaL 
He  had  die  honour  to  command  a  regiment  of  cavalry  very 
much  dispersed  in  iKhnd,  and  if  it  was  necessary  in  a  cBspers- 
ed  ifamtfoc  to  assemble  five  or  seven  officers  before  tsmaU  of* 
fence  eonid  be  punished  by  court  martial,  or  to  transpbrt  the 
pmoner,  whh  aU  the  evidence,  sixty  or  eighty  miks  to  head- 
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quftrtecsi  for  the  same  end,  the  prisoner  would  be  kept  much 
ioneer  in  confinement  before  trial,  and  the  thing  attended 
with  very  great .  ioconvenience,  and  no  advantage.  General 
Stewart  thought  military  courts  martial,  as  fpir  as  he  coukl 
judge,  conducted  with  decorum>  an4  was  against  any/dause 
being  introduced  in  the  mutiny  bill  i  but  would  not  attempt 
to  say,  as  the  thing  had  been  agitated  by  the  secretary  at  war^ 
how  hr  it  was  now  politic  to  recede  from  the  proposition. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the.clause  read  afir^t  time. 

.On  the  question  for  the  second  reading  of  the  clause,  se* 
Teral  other  observations  were  made  nearly  to  the  same  effect. 

Sir  y.  WroUaUyy  however,  though  he  objected  to  the  clause 
t>eing  added  to  the  bill,  said  that  he  opposed  it  through  an  ap* 
prehension  of  the  improper  use  that  might  be  made  of  it  by 
pcttyfogging  attomies.  He,  however,  did  not  press  the  house 
to  a  divi^i^n. 

'fhat.part  of  the  suggestion  of  General  Fitzpatrick  that  re- 
lates to  the  age  of  the  president  of  a  regimental  court  martial, 
was  given  up« 

The  other  amendment,  as  already  stated,  was  formed  into 
a  new  clause,  which  was  at  length  added,  by  way  of  rider,  to 
the  billj  which  was  then  passedj  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
lords. 

HUSBANDRY   HORSE   TAX. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  husbandry 
horse  duty  bill, 

,  Mr.  'Plumer  observed^  that  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa  op- 
posite (Mr,  Pitt)  seemed  to  be  very  much  mistaken  as  to  the 
capacity  of  the  farmer  to  pay  this  tax.  He  assured  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  that  the  farmer  could  better  afford  to  contri- 
bute towards  the  exigencies  of  the  state  when  corn  was  sold 
for  one  fourth  of  the  price  which  it  now  bears,  than  he  can  at 
present,  notwithstanding  the  consideration  of  the  high  price 
of  corn  xnlght  induce  gentlemen  to  form  a  very  different  opi- 
nion. If,  however,  as  had  been  said  on  a  former  night,  the 
tax  s!^ould  ultimately  be  made  to  fall  upon  the  consumer,  this 
was  a  time  which  was  peculiarly  unfit  for  the  imposition  of  a 
t.ix  which  would  fall  upon  the  lower  orders  of  the  people.  He 
did  not  make  the  objectivm  which  he  now  stated^  on  account 
of 'ah  acUkicmal  tax  being  laid  upon  the  people,  as  he  knew 
that  uiuler  the  preser-t  circumstances  of  the.  countqr^^t  was 
tFie  duty  of  every  man*  cheerfully  to  give  the  utmost  assist- 
ance, to  wards  V^  support  of  the  state  iJbut  he  objected  to  the 
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tas,  as'fsdling.upon  a  class  of  people  who  were  unable  tp  bear 
the  burthen* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  EKchequer  thanked  the  honourable 
member  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  .given  his  opposition  . 
to  the  bill  before  the  house;  but  he  really  doubted  very 
much  whether  it  was  possible  to  produce  a  tax  that  w;ould  he 
less  liable  to  exceptions.     He  would  agree  that  after  a  little- 
time  it  was  most  likely  that  the  tax  wotld  fall  on  did'  con^ 
sumer ;  but  then  he  denied  that^t  would  £dl  upon  him  to  the 
extent  which  had  been  stated.     The  fiirmers  *  would  have  a 
competition  in  their  own  business,  which,  as  in  all  oithers, 
iirould  keep  them  within  some  reasonable  bounds.  They  could 
not  think  of  cliarging  the  public  with  every  little  additional 
cxpence  to  which  they  were  subject,  they  could  only  make  an 
advance  in  their  prices  in  proportion  to  the  aggregate  amount 
of  their  expenccs.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  made  a 
variety  of  calculations  in  order  to  prove  the  sraallness  pf  the 
sum  which  every  inhabitant  of  .Great  Britain  would  in  that 
case  have  to  pay.    The  amount  of  the  tax  which  would  be 
actually  raised  from  horses  employed  in  husbandry,  he  said»> 
would  not  be  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  pounds.   The 
annual  produce  of  the  country  was,  at  the  lowest  estimate, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  sterling.    The  two  hundred 
^  thousand  pounds  to  be  raised  off  the  farmers  by  this  tax,  and, 
which  it  would  be  in  their  power  in  a  short  time  to  throw 
upon  the  consumer, .  was  only  one  seven  hundred  and  fiftieth' 
part  of  the  above  sum,  which  was  as  nearly  ah  equal  portion 
of  tfie  tax-  as  could  possibly  be  calculated ;  the  grass  land  being 
as  one  to  one  thousand,  and  that  of  tillage  as.one  to  ^^c  hun- 
dred, so  that  the  tax  answered  to  a  medium  between  both 
these  sums,  and  that  is  the  only  way  in  which  both  parties ' 
would  be  taxed  nearly  alike.     Now,  if  the  farmer  advances  oa 
the  prices  of  grain  tliroughout  the  kingdom  in  an  equal  prcM 
portion  to  the  revenue  which  he  raises,  and  to  the  part  of  thei 
tax  which  he  will  have  to  pay,  he  will  add  the  one  hundred  and  r 
fiftieth  part  to  the  price  of  corn,  which,  taking  it  at  seventy  shil-- 
liags  per  quarter,  will  be  aH  addition  of  about  three  halfpence 
on  every  quarter  of  wheat,  and,  according  to  the  best  inform 
mation  which  he  could  possibly  obtain,  that  would  be  as  much  • 
as  would  be  necessary  for  each  individual's  subsistence,  in  the 
year.     It  was  impossible,  in  his  opinion,  to  devise  a  tax  which.  ? 
would  fall  mpre  equally,  or  with  less  severhy,  upon  any.par4> . 
ticclar  class  of  the  community.  •  '      ^ 

Mr*  Coke  observed  tbat  the  operation  of  ^  tax  would-be  i 
'^     «  "such 
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sach  as  to  prevent  marling  and  a  variety  of  other  improve- 
ments in  husbandry.  After  tidcing  a  view  of  the  state  of  agri* 
'  cokural  ^afiairS)  he  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill. 

iSSfr  IV^  W.  IVynnB  was  decidedly  against  the  tax,  as  highljr 
impolitic,  inexpedient,  and  oppressive.  He  stated  that  land' 
of  an  inferior  quality,  while  it  required  more  manure,  also  re- 
miired  much  more  labour  than  a  soil  of  a- superior  quality* 
This  labour  of  couise  required  a  greater  number  of  horKS, 
and  hence  the  tax  would  be  severely.felt  by  a ^numeross  de-* 
scription  of  £u*mers  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country.  In  thi9 
way,  one  description  of  farmers  would  not  pay  above  XfOit^' 
half  of  the  tax  that  would  attach  to  others.  On  this  groottd, 
dien,  of  the  gross  inequality  in  thci  application  of  the  tax,  he 
fdx  himself  bound  to  oppose  it,  exdnsive  of  many  other  im« 
portant  considerations.  The  tax  held  out  the  strongest  dis« 
oours^ments  to  tillage,  and  operated  as  a  direct  eqoooragc^^ 
ment  to  the  grazing  system,  the  increase  of  which  had  hcenr 
matter  of  very  grave  regret.  He  had  to  state  ftirther  to  the 
liouse^  that  in  mountainous  districts  of  the  country,  the  hortes- 
employed  were  much  smaller^  and  consequently  a  greater 
number  was  necessary,  k  was  needless  for  him  to  say,  chat, 
in  many  instance^  the  pressure  of  the  tax  wouU  be  cruelly 
oppressive,  and  if  it  was  persisted  in,  he  thought,  at  least, 
that  regard  to  common  justice  would  procure  the  introdocdoii' 
of  a  clause,  by  which  farmers  so  atuated  nught  obtain  some 
relief. 

The  Chanedlor  tf  the  Exchequer ^  with  reference  to  the  last 
observation  of  the  hon.  baronet,  reminded  the  house,  that  all 
horses  not  more  than  thirteen  hands  and  a  half  high  were 
now  exempted,  and  that  no  change  in  the  present  arrange-* 
ments  on  this  subject  was  intended  by  the  bill.  He  thought 
it  proper  to  say  further,  that  as  a  certain  description  of  small 
farms  were  exempted  from  4he  duty  on  horses,  so  even  afber 
the  bill  passed  into  a  law  they  would  remain  in  the  same 
situation. 

Sir  W*  W.  W^ne  contended,  that  if  horses  of  thirteen 
liands  and  a  half  high  were  exempted  from  the  duty,  horsea 
of  fourteen  hands  and  a  half  high  should  also  be  exempted. 

Mr.  Fex  objected  to  the  tax,  as  throwing  material  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  cultivation,  and  directly  encouraging  that  grac* 
ing  system,  which  many  intelligent  persons  thought  had  aU 
ready  proceeded  to  a  dangerous  length.  It  struck  him  too  as 
having  a  direct  tendency  to  ogress  small  £urmS|  and  to  raise 

large 
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large  Sums  thronghout  the  country  on  their  ruins;  .Whether 
this  last  system  was  or  was  not  the  best«  he  would  not  stop  to 
inquire,  but  this  at  least  was  certain,  that  the  persons  hokling^ 
small  fiarms  were  not  so  well  able  to  endure  such  impositions, 
and  therefore  the  tax  operated  as  a  direct  and  specific  check  on 
agriculture.  Viewing  it  in  that  light,  he  felt  himself  boundin 
duty  to  oppose  the  further  progress  of  the  bilL 

The  CbanctUcr  of  the  Efccbequer  denied  that  the  hill  could 
have  any  practical  effect  in  discouraging  agriculture. 

Mr*  Humlyn  fVtUiams  was  also  against  the  bill,  whidi,  from 
Ins  own  knowledge,  must,  if  carried  into  efiect,  operate  in  a 
irery  unfavourable  manner  on  the  general  a|[riculture  of  the 
country,  and  particularly  that  part  of  the  kingdom  with 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  connected. 
-   Mr.  DicHrts  said  a  few  words  on  the  same  side.  . 

Mr.  Giles  argued  that  the  situation  of  the  farmers  was  al- 
ready one  of  considerable  peculiarity.  The  house  ought  to^ 
consider  that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  defence  bill  was  to  . 
be  acted  upon,  and  the  existing  deficiencies  were  to  be  sup- 
plied, this  wouldimpose  on  the  landed  interest  a  tax  of  no  less 
than  four  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and  surely  thb  was  « 
niatter  for  very  asrious  consideration,  before  a  tax  such  as 
that  now  proposed  was  agreed  to»  But  he  had  risfen  chiefly 
to,state  what,  if  proved,  must  render  it  altogether  impossiUe, 
consistendy  with  good  faith,  to  persevere  in  the  tax.  What 
he  alluded  to  vras,  the  manner  in  which  the  fumers  contributed 
to  the  payment  of  the  property  tax.  They  were  to  make  their 
payment  on  an  estimate  of^  three-fourths  of  the  profits  on  their 
farms.  If,  however,  such  a  tax  as  this  was  imposed  on  the 
farmer  \  if  his  capital  employed  in  industry  was  in  this  man- 
ner to  be  curtailed,  it  couki  not  then  be  said  tlmt  the  proposed 
scale  was  adhered  to.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  quite  clear  that 
the  farmer  would  be  put  in  a  much  worse  situation  than  the 
scale  of  his  assessment  seemed  to  promise*  and  which  he  had 
every  reaison  to  look  to  as  the  criterion  ot  his  payments.  In 
this  point  of  view,  then,  the  tax  altering  that  mode  of  assess- 
ment which  the  property  tax  laid  down,  compromised  the 
good  faith  of  psprliament,  and  on  that  ground,  if  no  other  ob- 
jection existed,  could  not  be  entertained  by  the  house. 

Mr,  Canning  denied  that  there  was  any  force  in  the  objec- 
tion of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman^  If  the  ar- 
gument proved  any  thing,  it  proved  a  great  deal  too  much, 
and  ther^»re  it  was  totally  useless.  If  it  proved  any  thing,  it 
went  the  length  of  shewing  that  the  furmer  was  in  no  instance 
"*.-'•  ■•   '  •     ,     to 
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to  bear  his  shiure  of  fresh  public  burdcns-^that  in  no  case  was 
his  Situation  to  be  altered  from  what  it  was  at  the  time  when 
the  scale  of  assessments  for  the  property  tax  was  framed.  He 
,saw  no  force  at  all  in  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman's 
objections,  arising  out  of  the  operation  of  the  {general  defence 
ict»  The  troth  was,  that  (if  nine  or  ten  thousand  men  were  to 
be  raised  by  the  act«  or  even  a  few  thousands  more,  the 
amount  would  inbt  :be  mqch  above  a  man  for  each  parish 
throughout  the  country,  which  could  not  surely  be  const* 
dered  as  at  all  'Oppressive,  As  to  any  wish  to  oppress  thc^ 
farmert'by  unnecessary  burdens,  he  utterly  disclaimed  the  idea.' 
The  corn  bill  of  last  sessioi^  the  main  ob^ct  of  which  was  to 
secure .  the  farmer  against  f he  consequences  of  fluctuating 
prices,  was  indeed  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a 
contrary  disposition.  Seeing  In  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman's objection  nothing  but  what  militated  against  every 
niew.tax  on  farmers,  of.  whatever  description,  he  felt  himself 
called  on  to  support  the  bilL 

Mr*  Grey  maintained,  that  according  to  the  principle  on 
which  the  general  defence  i  act  was  founded,  there  vras  a  defi- 
ciency of  eighteen  thousand  men  to  be   provided,  x>f  which 
only  between  two  and  three  thousand  had  been  procured*     If 
to  these  were  added  the  nine  or  ten.  thousand  men  to  be  an« 
nually  a<|ded  to  the  army,  there  would  be  upwards  of  twenty- 
seven  thousand  men  which  the  country  could  not  furnish.    If 
then  the  penalties  were  to  be  levied,  the  result  would,  he  was ' 
persuaded^  be  what  his  hont.and  learned  friend  had  described. 
He  could  not  help  thinking,  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  tax  was  to  the  last  degree  impolitic    If  we  were  enabled 
to  sustain  the  yearly  accumulating  burdens  which  pressed  on 
us,  and  to  make  exertions  suited  to  the  exigency  of  our  situ- 
ation,  we  could  only  owe  this  to  the  increase  and  encotir;^;6- ' 
ment  of  our  internal  resources,  and  these  resources  the  bill 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  impede  or  to  curtail.  The  right  hon, 
gentleman  had  gone  into  some  minute  calculations  to  shew 
that. the  operation  of  the  bill  would  not  be  oppressive.  Those, 
however,  wiio  were  to  pay  the  tax,  would  not  take  the  trouble 
te  look  at  such  calculations.     They  judged  by  its  immediate 
effects,  and  they  acted  according  to  die  feelings  which  an  im- 
mediate pressure  had  excited.     New  burdens  would  discou* 
rage  cnterprize,  and  the  produce  of  corn  would  be  curtailed. 
As  to  the  policy  of  the  coacn  bill  of  last  session,  he  should  not 
then  offer  an  opinion,  but  this  was  at  least  quite  clear,  that  those 
who  brought  it  forward  and  supported  it,  thought  that  agri- 
culture 
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culture  did  require  encouragement,  and  siirdy  it  Was  not  very 
Consistent  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  patronised  this 
measure,  noW  to  become  the  author  of.  a, tax,  the  direct  ob- 
ject of  which  was,  to  Counteract  the  productive  instead  of  the 
gracing  systeni.  As  a  friendtd  the  landed  interest,  he  should 
certainly  give  his  hearty  vote  against  the  bill. 

The  Attorney  Ceneral  could  not  conceive  it  possible  that  tl^eJ 
small  sum  of  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,  which  was  the 
amount  of  the  proposed  tax  on  the  agricultural  horses  of  the 
kingdom,  could^at  all  check  any  existing  spirit  of  dgricultut^l 
improvement.  So  small  a  sum  could  produce  comparativcl/ 
no  effect  where  so  much  capital^  industry,  and  enterprise,  wa« 
exerted.  The  mere  apprehension  of  so  trifling  a  tax  could 
not,  according  to  any  of  the  common  principles  of  human 
nature,  operate  on  any  extensive  scaler  As  to  the  tax  being  a 
violation  of  the  faith  of  parliament,  he  thought  that  the  ob- 
servations of  his  right  hon.  friend  near  liim  (Mr.  Canning^ 
were  quite  conclusive.  Certainly,  if  the  objectiort  was  good 
for  any  thing,  it  was  conclusive  against  every  tiew  tax  on  the 
fanden  But  surely,  no  man  would  hold  a  doctrine  so  mon- 
strous as  that,  which  was  inconsistent  with  every  principle  of 
taxation.  He  thought  the  bill  unobjectionable,  and  should 
therefore  vote  fpr  the  second  reading, 

&V  R.  Buxton  declared,  that  though  he  always  rcluctantlj^ 
Opposed  any  tax,  he  felt  himself  dall^  on  to  oppose  the  pre« 
sent  bill  as  highly  impolitic  and  oppressive.  The  tix  would 
operate  partially,  by  falling  with  all  its  weight  on  the  landed 
interest ;  and  surely  this  was  not  the  ihoment  to  load  them 
with  unnecessary  burdens,  after  all  the  sacrifices  they  had 
made  for  the  security  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Bastard  also  declared  his  hostility  to  the  tax,  as  calcu* 
tated  to  oppress  the  farmers,  already  labouring  Under  severe 
burdens.  He  fully  concurred  in  the  idea  that  the  tax  was  in« 
Consistent  with  that  good  faith  pledged  to  them  in  the  mode 
rf  paying  fheir  assessments  on  the  property  tax. 

Mr,  Fuller  spoke  on  the  same  side. 

Mr,  Sp'encef  Stanhope  also  opposed  the  tdx,  as  laying  uneqtial 
burdens  on  different  descriptions  of  farms.  In  hilly  farm^ 
the  number  of  horses  required  was  much  greater  than  in 
those  on  the  lower  grounds.  Supposing  two  farms  of  a  hun-^ 
&teA  pounds  of  annual  rent,  the  tax  would  fall  very  heavily  in 
the  one  case,  while  in  the  other  it  would  scarcely  be  ex- 
perienced. 

Vol.  I.  1805.  4  B  Mr* 
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Mr*  Htiskisson  denied  that  the  tax  would  diminish  the 
number  of  agricultural  horses.  This  effect  had  at  least  not 
followed  the  last  duty  which  was  imposed.  Every  attentioo, 
he  asserted,  was  paid  to  the  size  of  horses  which  the  hon. 
•baronet  had  alluded  to.  The  number  of  horses  exempted  on 
account  of  their  size  was  about  twenty-nine  thousand,  o£ 
which  there  was  no  less  than  nine  thousand  Welsh  horses. 

Air,  Fillowts  was  strongly  against  the  tax,  ^nd  asserted  that 
it  must  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  number  of  horses* 
and  consequently  injuring  our  agriculture.  In  every  farm 
where  eight  horses  were  generally  employed,  an  extra  horse 
was  always  required,  but  the  effect  of  the  tax  would  be,  that 
liardly  even  the  bare  complement  would  be  maintained. 

Mr.  Baker  (of  Hertford)  said  a  few  words  against  the  bill» 
and  the  house  becoming  clamorous  for  the  question,  the  gal- 
lery wds  cleared  for  a  division*  On  the  division  the  numbers 
were— 

For  tlie  second  reading  of  the  bill        73 
Against  it  •  76 

Majority  against  the  bQI  3 

The  bill  was  consequently  lost.  , 

On  our  return  into  the  gallery  we  found  Lord  George  Ca* 
vendish  stating  the  substance  of  a  petition  against  the  salt  duty 
bill,  which,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  hpuse,  could  not  be 
presented. 

The  Chanctllor  of  the  Exchequtr  intimated  that  from  in- 
formation he  had  received,  he  did  not  mean  to  apply  the  tax 
the  same  way  to  Scotland,  as  to  England.  This  he  founded 
on  the  inferiority  of  the  salt  manufactured  in  the  two  coun* 
tries.  If,  l^owever,  after  fuller  information  there  should  be 
found  any  mistatement,  he  should  feel  himself  at  liberty  to 
))ring  the  matter  under  fiiture  discussion. 
.  Jar*  Kinnaird^  in  consequence  of  this  explanation,  thought 
it  unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  house  with  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice- 
Sir  ff^/Iiam  Toung  spokx  against  the  bill,  as  alike  injurious 
to  our  manufaaures,  to  our  trade,  and  our  agriculture.  If 
persisted  in  it  would  give  the  manufactturers  of  Ireland  a  dc^ 
cided  superiority  over  the  manufacturers  of  this  country. 

Sir  R,  Buxton  supported  this  tax,  on  the  same  grounds  as  he 
had  opposed  the  last :  this  tax  would  fidl  equally  on  all  order* 
of  the  community. 

Mr. 
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Jhfr.  W.  IFynne  objected  to  the  tax  as  cruel,  and  oppressive' to 
the  laborious  orders.  He-argued  that  salt  was  used  in  greater 
jsroportlon  by  the  poor  than* by  those  in  the  higher  walks  of 
life,  and  could  not  agtee  to  a  measure  wliich  was  so  materially 
to  interfere  with  even  the  very  subsistence  of  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community* 

Air.  Dundas  asked  for  some  explanation  as  to  .the  effect  of 
the  tax  in  Scotland,  and  was  referred  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  his  former 
explanation. 

Mr,  Rose  could  net  admit  thiit  the  poorer  classes  <Jsed  as 
fDUch'salt  in  proportion  as  those  in  the  higher  walks  of  life. 
When  the  last  tax  was  imposed,  he  had  taken  the  trouble  xo 
ixiiqaore  into  the  subject,  and  found  thut,  in  the  one  case,  the 
consumption  of  each  individual  in  a  family  was  about  eighteen, 
and  'vet  the  other  not  much  above  eight  or  ten  pounds. 

Mr.  Johnstone  contended  that  the  poor  must  use  more  salt 
in  consequence  of  the  frequent  use  of  a  vegetable  diet,  which 
it  was  well  known  required  more  salt  than  animal  food.  He 
iras  glad  that  the  tax  was  not  ^  apply  to  Scotland,  and  was 
more  and  more  convince  that  what  he  formerly  advanced  of 
the  inability  of  that  part  of  the  icmgdom  to  bear  it  A^as  cor* 
rcct.  ^  ' 

A&era/ew  words  from  Mr.  Kinnaird  and  the  Secretary  at 
War,  the  gallery  was  cleared  for  a  divbion.  The  lumbers 
were — 

For  the  third  i:ea(ling        -    j2  ■ 
Against  it  «»•  -     54 

Majority  38 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,x  pas^edy  afid  or* 
dei«d  to  the  lords  for  their  concurrence. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  snoitred  the  third  reading 
of  the  property  tax  bill. 

Mr»  Fox  TOte*  n0t  ;t!o  take  theseRse  of  the  house  on  the  bill^ 
but  to  enter  his  protest  against  this  gradual  increase  of  the  tax 
on  income.  He  *wished»very  much  that  some  specific  limits 
sirere  setlo  fMck,a.taK,  instead  ^f  suoh  renewed  per  centages. 
If  we  proceeded  in  this  way,  our  whole  property  might  at  last 
be  successively  engrossed: 

The  Chancellor  of  the  fxirA^^ffrr,  in  his  turn,  entered  his  pro- 
test against  the  doctrine  that  we  were'to  limit  our  taxes  at  the 
o»mmeDcement  of  a  war,  or  come  to  any  determination  that 
0ar  sacrifices  should  only  go  to  a  certain  extent. 

4B;a  JEar; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


$5$  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISnfR.  [GoimoKft* 

Ear/  Ttmpie  was  anxious  to  introduce  a  clause  for  exempt* 
ing  subaltern  officers  from  the  payi^iggt.jof  the  t^. 

lliiswas  resisted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
maintained  that  if  these  efHcers  required  relief,  this  was  not 
at  all  the'way  in  wliich  relief  oughx  to  be  granted. 

Ear!  Temple  wished  to  know  whether  the  case  of  this  vtrj 
respectable  body  was  likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  go- 
vernment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declined  giving  any  ex- 
planation on  the  subjjcct.  / 

The  clause  was  then  offered  and  rejected.  The  bill  was  af* 
|;erwards  read  a  third  time>  and  ordered  to  the  lords. 

The  other  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

WEDNKSDAY,  MARCH  1 3. 

Counsel  were  heard  for  the  appellants  and  for  the  rcspon. 
dents  in  the  Scotch  appeal,  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  &c.  againsc 
Mr.  RtCihsey  Maule,  &c. 

The  property  bill,  the  salt  duty  bill,  and  the  mutiny  biU^ 
were  brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read  a  "first  time, 

,  The  pleasure  horse  duty  bill  went  through  a  committee^ 
wd  was  reported^— Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 

WEDNESDAT,  MARCH  1 3. 

Mr.  Hassels,  from  the  volunteer  office,  presented  at  the 
bar,  pursuant  to  order,  accounts  of  the 'sums  expeoded  oa 
account  of  the  volunteer  establiihment  in  Great  Britain^ 
which  were  ord^ed  to  lie  on' the  table, 

Mr.  Dickinson  presented  farther  papers  rdative  to  the 
queistion  respecting  Sir  Home  Pophao^  as  ibrmciiy  moved 
fop. 

Sir  John  Newport  gave  notice  that  he  would  postpone  his 
^notion  respecting  the  Irish  poor  laws,  which  stood  for  the 
next  daff  tp  Monday* 

Sir  W.  Scott  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Thursday  se^iv 
pight,  mov^  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  the  better  regubn 
tion-of  prize  money. 

'  On  the  motjon  ^f  Sir  John  Newport,  the  pension  list  of 
(r^landi  now  before  the  hmsc^  wsis  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Oa 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sturges  Boarne,  the  kouse  went 
into  a  committee  to  cons^r  farther  of  the  report  of  thecom* 
mittee  on  the  expirinj^  laws,  and  agreed  to.  the  two  resolu- 
tionsy  of  which  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 

MIDDLESE"X  tlXCTION. 

Mr,  Thornton  presented  a  petition  from  Georgo  Boulton 
Mainwaring,  Henry  Thornton^  Sir  Wiliiam  Cuitis,  WiUiam 
Mellish,  Samuel  Co^I]mne»  and  other  freeholders  of  the 
comity  of  Middlesex,  charging  Sir  Francis  Burdctt  and  his 
agents  with  bribery,  corruption,  and  subornation  of  perjury, 
and  complaining  that  they  had  procurcvl  numbers  of  persons 
pretending  to  be  freeholders,  who  really  wer^;  not  so,  to  be 
received  on  the  poll,  and  had  procured  others  to  vote  more 
than  once,  obtaining  by  that  means  a  colourable  majority  of 
one,  and  praying  therefore  that  the  return  of  the  said  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  be  rendered  null  and  void  Mr.  Thornton 
was  of  opinion,  all  circumstances  of  the  case  being  considered, 
that  as  early  a  day  as  possible  should  be  fixed  for  taking  this 
petition  into  ccwisideracion.  He  therefore  Jnoved  that  the 
pext  day  fortnight  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

AIr»  Cnewy.htggcd  the  hon.  gentleman  would  recollect  that 
there  was  a  petition  already  before  the  house  relative  to  the 
qualification  of  Mr.  Mainwaring,  the  consideration'of  which 
was  fixed  for  the  26th  of  April,  and  which  he  thought  ought, 
naturally  to  have  the  preference.  He  therefoie  conceived  the 
house  would  see  the  propriety  of  not  fixing  a  day  for  this  pe* 
tition  prior  to  the  period  lie  had  mentioned.  He  was  inclined 
to  urge  this  the  mcnre,  as  he  conceived  it  necessary  that  the 
circuit  should  be  over  before  entering  on  this  subject,  that 
those  who  are  now  absent  on  their  duty  miglu  have  an  op«» 
portunitv  of  being  present. 

,  Mr.  oturges  Sour/ie  admitted- the  propriety  of  letting  the- 
circuit  be  over  before  entering  on  this  subject,  but  it  would  bet ' 
over  he  thought  by  the  <nd  of  this  month,  and  a  day  early 
in  next  month  might  therefor^  be  fixed. 

After  some  farther  conversation,  Tuesday,  the  9th  of 
AprUf  was  fi^ed  for  the  consideration  of  this  petition. 

.  Mr.  Cfcevey  moved  that  ^n  humble  address  be  presented 
to  his  majesty,  requesting  his  majesty  to  lay  before  the  house 
a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  John  D«ke  of  Athol  to  the 
govemoient  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  as  also  a  copy  of  the  instru* 
ment  by  which  John  Duke  of  ^  Athol  appointed  Lord  Joha 
Stewart  lieutenant-governor  of  the  said  island. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


55»  THS  PAHLIAMENTARV  REOISTEK.        [Couxevs, 

The  Chaiicenor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  objection  to  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  but  could  assiu-e  him  chat  no 
such  ;^pcuitments  had  ever  taken  place. 

IRISH  BUDGET. 

Mr.  Foster  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Irbh  Exchequer)  then 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  house  resolving  into  z 
cMimittee  of  ways  and  means. 

Previous  to  the  speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  a  great  variety 
of  accounts  relative  to  the  Irish  finances,  presented  according 
to  former  orders  of  the  hcrase,  were  referred  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. , 

Mt\  Fgster — Sir,  having  detained  the  committee  a  const* 
derable  length  of  time  last  year,  at  a  late  period  of  the 
session,  on  the  situation  of  Ireland^  I  shall  not  have 
occasion  now  to  enter  so  much  into  detail.  The  appearances, 
were  then  very  discouraging,  but  they  now  afford  a  more 
comfortable  hope.  Tlie  career  of  decline  has  ceased;  trade 
is  on  its  turn  towards  gaining  again  its  former  height  of  pros- 
perity. A  rery  short  statement  will  shew  the  ground  on 
which  I  rest  this  hope.  Our  imports  began  to  exceed  our 
exports  in  1800,  and  the  yearly  average  amounted  in  official 
vdue  firom  that  time  to  5,711,000!.  their  actual  amount  in 
Hke  value  last  year  was  5,7  i8,oool.  hardly  to  be  called  an  in« 
crease.  But  even  this  increase,  if  you  can  call  it  so,  exhibits 
' HO  mifavotn^ble  symptom;  on  the  ciHitrary,  much  of  it  con* 
sists  of  advantageous  articles ;  of  raw  materials  for  our  ma- 
iHi£ictures,  such  as  cotton  wool,  cotton  yam,  and  other  mat- 
ters of  like  nature;  so  that  upon  the  whole  our  disadvanta«» 
geotis  imports  have  rather  decreased ;  and  if  we  turn  to  ex« 
portSy  there  we  shall  find  much  reason  to  be  satfefied.  The 
export  of  I  fish  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture,  last  yeary 
exceeded  in  amount  that  df  any  one  of  the  last  ten  years;  it 
was  4,902,oooL  in  official  value.  But  this  is  not  all;  the 
whole  account  exhibits^  if  not  a  stilt  more  pleasing  view,cer» 
tainly  a  less  gloooyy  jone  of  our  situation.  '  The  balance,  of 
trade,  on  an  average  of  the  years  since  i8oo»  has  been  at  the 
rate  of  r»i 95,000!.  against  us.  It  was  in  the  last  year  only 
655,6ooL  almost  one  half  less  than  the  average.  Here  thea 
let  us  pause,  and  look  how  we  stand.  Our  imports  not  di»- 
advantageously  increased;  our  exports  larger  than  for  teat 
years  past,  and  the  balance  against  the  country  reduced  ode 
half.  .  Surely,  if  there  is  not  cause  for  exultation,  there  is 
none  for  despondency;  and  if  we  examine  the  detail  mi* 

nutely. 
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nutely,  we  shall  see  the  view  still  bettes^  We  shall  find  that 
in  the  three  quarters  to  IVlichaelmas  1804$  our  great  staple 
manufacture,  the  linen,  produced  in  export  within  three  mil- 
lion  yards  of  the  whole  export  of  the  preceding  year.  I  have 
not  the  particulars  of  the  last  quarter,  to  complete  the  year» 
but  I  am  persuaded,  from  general  returns,  tliat  the  whole 
excess  of  the  year  will  be  above  three  millions.  It  is  here 
worth  digressing  on  this  subject|  to  remark,  that  this  great 
increase  of  linen  export  began  in  the  quarter  to  MichaeimaSy 
at  the  commencement  of  which  the  wise  measure  of  repeal- 
ing the  duty  on  its  export  took  place.  I  can!not  attribute  the 
whole  of  tlie  sudded  inci^case  to  that  cause  j  but  we  may 
fairl)^  presume  that  the  removal  of  the  despondency  which 
affected  the  whole  linen  manufacture,  from  its  fir;st  article  of 
flax  to  its  most  finished  state,  through  every  stage,  and  every, 
part  of  Ireland,  on  finding  it  made  an  object  of  taxation, 
contrary  to  the  repeated  faith  of  parliament,  gave  such  vigour,^ 
and  roused  such  a  spirit  among  the  people,  as  to  push  it  for- 
ward with  a  briskness  which  no  other  cause  could  have  pro- 
duced. It  was  not  the  mere  money  6peration  or  saving  of  a 
tax,  but  it  was  the  re- establishment  of  the  principle  that  it 
was  to  be  duty  free,  which  roused  this  happy  and  animated 
exertion.  To  select  taxes  in  a  commercial  country,  which 
shall  not  impede  manufacture  or  trade,  is  always  ii  fortunate 
as  well  as  wise  endeavour;  but  if  by  removing  a  tax  we  can 
promote  a  manufacture,  we  do  still  better.  So  far  witH  re- 
spect to  trade.  ,Let  me  now  call  your  attention  to  the  debt  of 
Ireland;  and  in  this  too  our  rapid  progress  has  received  a 
check*  On  1st  Jan.  1804,  its  amount  was  44  millions ;  on  ist 
Jan.  1805,  54  millions;  and  on  ist  Jan.  1806,  it  will  be  in- 
creased, not  by  ten  millions  as  in  the  preceding  year,  but  by 
a  little  more  than  half  that  amount,  a  sum  tremendous  in  • 
itsdf  to  reflect  on,  but  rendered  less  so  by  comparison  with 
the  preceding  year.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  more  imme-. 
diate  objects  of  the  day;  the  demands  for  the  services  of  the 
year,  and  the  ways  and  means  to  meet  them.  The  whole 
charge  of  the  year  1 805,  for  the  debt  of  Ireland^  including  the 
sinking  fund,  is  2,611,6231.  The  proportion  of  2-i7ths  of 
the  sum  raised  by  England  for  the  joint  charge  of  ihe  year  hu$ 
been  stated  to  be  5,403,102!.  British,  or  5,853,3^^0!.  Irish, 
making  together  the  sum  of  8,464,953!.  ^hich  is  the  sum  Ire- 
land is  to  provide  to  pay  the  interest  of  her  debt  and  her  quota 
of  contributipn.  In  order  to  meet  this  demand,  I  shall  take 
the  revenues  of  Ireland  at  4,ooo,oool,  I  shall  explain  qiy 
■^  reason 
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reason  for  taking  them  at  that  sum  presently.  A  loan  ha^ 
been  stated  as  provided  in  England  for  raising  2,5CO;,oool. 
which  is  2,70^,333!.  Irish^  A  further  loaii  is  intended  of 
Ijooojoool.  There  was  a  resiJue,  on  the  5th  of  January,  of 
the  loan  of  last  year,  to  the  amount  of  738^,789!.  British^  or 
.  Scx3,354l.  Irish,  which  has  not  been  transmitted  to  the  Irish 
trcasui^,  and  I  shall' therefore  bring  it  forward/     These  to- 

rthcr  amount  to  8,508,^87!.  to  meet  a  charge  of  8,464,983l« 
shall  now  explain  why  I  take  the  revenues  at  four  mil* 
Kons.  They  produced  last  year  2,8co,oool.  and  the  increase* 
I  proposed  by  the  new  taxes  laid  on,  and  the  more  eflfectuat 
collection  of  the  excise,  was  estimated  as  the  remaining 
i,2oo,oooL  With  respect  to  the  taxes,  I  state  with  satisfac-* 
tion>  that  they  have  operated,  in  the  gross,  perfectly  td 
my  expectation.  The  half-year  produce  of  the  whole 
^venues  from  custonn/s,  excise,  stamps,  and  post-oflJce,  ta 
the  24th  of  June  la^t,  was  1,344,000!.  and  to  the  5th  Janu« 
^ary  i,886,oool.  The  new  taxes  were  in  operation  only  during 
the  latter  periodj  many  of  them  not  till  August,  some  not  till 
October,*  and  yet  the  increase  was  552,000!.  whichif  conti- 
nued for  the  whole  year,  would  amount  to  more  than  they' 
were  estimated  at. .  Should  it  be  thought  that  the  latter  half 
of  a  year  may,  from  various  circumstances  arising  fr^tn  the 
nature  of  our  revenues,  be  in  itself  more  productive  than  the 
first;  we  will  examine  the  year  1804,  and  we  shall  find 
that  the  revenue  in  the  first  six  months  to  Midsummer,' 
amounted  to  1,369,000!;  and  in  the  six  months  to  Christmas, 
to  1,376,000!;  which  affords  an  additional  argument  to  the 
increase  I  attribute  to  the  late  taxes.  It  is  true  the  excise 
has  not  answered  the  hope  I  expressed  from  a  better  collection. 
A  great  fund  of  revenue  remains  in  it  unproductive^  suffici- 
ent, upon  the  most  moderate  computation,  to  give  an  increase^ 
without  a  single  new  tax,  of  500,00^0!.  a  year  at  least,  and  to 
afford  this  pleasing  hope,  that  the  present  taxes,  by  a  due  col-t 
lection,  will  supply  most  fully,  and  probably  with  an  ample 
redundance  for  reducing  debt,  all 'the  interest  of  our  debt, 
and  all  our  quota  for  peace  establisliment.  Take  the  inters 
est  and  charges  at  2,600,000!.  there  will  remain  i,9oo,oo6L 
I  will  call  if  in  round  numbers  2,ooo,oool.  to  defray  our 
quota;  but  our  quota  cannot  amount  to  this  sum,  unless  that 
of  firitam  be  15,000,000!^  and  I  believe  no  man  will  say,  that 
the  peace  establishment  of  the  empire  is  likely  to  amount  to 
X7,ooo,oo«l.  exclusive  of  interest,  sinking  fund,  and  alt 
charges  for  ^he  debts  of  both  countries.  Th/t  excise^  it  is  Inie, 
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has^not  answered  In  the  prospect  of  an  increased  collection, 
particularljas  to  the  great  object  of  the<  distilleries.  In  talk* 
iog  of  the  collection  of  the  ^-evenues,  I  believe  many  gentle* 
men  who  hear  me  can  bear  testioiony,  that  tber?  is  not  a  city 
or  county  ia  Ireland  where  the  duties  on  disullerie^  are  col- 
lected; they  are  not  collected  in  die  counties  of  Donegal*  Ty- 
rone^ Cavan,  or  in  any  one  county  in  Connaught ;  I  may 
almost  say,  there  is  hardly  one  licensed  still  in  them.  ^  As  to 
Dublin,  I  will  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  how  the  distillery 
stands  there,  we  know  it  is  a  common  topic  of  conversation* 
I  will  only  say  that  ampng  the  many  distillers  I. have  talked 
with  in  Dublin,  there  is  scarcely  one  who  has  not  actually 
.avowed  to  me  that  he  did  defraud  the  revenue;  that  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  from  the  sums  he  was  under 
contribution  for  to  the  oificers,  and  that  he  could  not  pxist  if 
he  paid  both  them  and  his  majesty's  duties.  Not  very  long 
ago  the  wliole  of  them,  seventeen  or  eighteen  in  number,  re- 
fused to  be  examined  upon  oath  before  the  commissioners) 
and  sent  in  a  memorial  by  w;iy  of  apology,  formally  signed  by 
them,  stating,  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  perfidy  in  them  to 
disclose  facts  which  must  tepd  to  the  injury  of  others;  and 
that  they  could  not,  as  men  of  honesty  or  honour,  submit  to- 
be  sworn  to  give  answer  or  make  any  discovery:  I  have  acopy 
of  t}ie  memorial.  I  will  add  one  circumstance  more  among 
the  many  which  I  could  hiention,  that  in  the  books  of  a  di»» 
tiller  there,  who  became  a  bankrupt,  a  charge,  as  I  am  well  in- 
formed, appears  of  1 200I.  paid  in  one  year  as  compliment  or 
contributipn  to  the  revenue  officers  over  him.  The  wretched 
.system  which  is  pursued  with  r^ard  to  the  officers,  is  one 
great  cause  of  the  bad  collection:  their  salaries  are  so  small, 
and  their  habits  of  expence  so  great,  that  human  nature  can- 
not be  expected  to  resist  the  temptation  they  are  subject  to: 
we  must  raise  their  salaries  liberally,  establish  gradations  in 
their  amount,  through  which  merit,  and  merit  alone,  shall  raise 
the  officer,  before  we  can  hope  to  rescue  the  distilleryfromfiraud 
and  peculation.  All  the  exertions  of  the  superior  officer  will 
be  inadequate,  without  this  measure  being  adopted.  I  hope 
soon  to  o&r  to  your  consideration  meansror  ameliorating  the 
whole  system-rit  wants  amendment  much.  It  will  hardly  be  be** 
lieved  in  this  country,  that  the'sub-commissioners  of  excise,  be* 
fore  whom  almost  every  matter  of  revenue,  whether  import, 
export,  or  internal,  is  tried,  are  themselves  seizing  officersi  | 
that  in  every  trial,  their  own  case  in  some  other  place  may 
be  at  issuer  that  their  interests,  their  education,  their  ha* 
bits  lead,  them  naturally  to  a  bi^  against  the  de£wdants. 
Vox.,  t  1805.  4C  ^ow 
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How  can  ar  ju^isdtctioii  so  cottsthruted  he  pabtaUe,  or  hofir 
esln  it  exp^t  that  effica^j  and  ingoar,.  whica  die  whole  coun* 
Wy  might  be  indiDed  to  gi^^  to  the  decisions  #f  magistrates  or 
the  verdict  of  Jori<;s  ?  The  nearer  we  can  get  ta  the  ci^il  mode 
«f  trial  in  (iroceedtngs  relat^g  to  the  revenue  the  better ;  bat 
above  all  it  is  ^particidarlj  important,  dnt  the  two  boards'  of 
customs  and  excise  shotdd  be  separated,  and  each  take  care 
tof  its  own  concerns  distinct  from  the  other.  I  shall  hope  on 
ii  future  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  hcmse  to  this  sub* 
jcct :  meantime,  having  stated  ample  grounds  to  justify  tn-f 
expectation  ofthepcoduce  of  the  existing  revenue  for  the 
present  year  amounting  to  4,000,000!.  and  having  offered  the 
tl^ays  and  means  for  ^508,687^  while  Uie  estimate  of  de«^ 
mand  is  only  8>464,983l.  .it  is  evident  that  provision  will  be 
ample  v  and  it  now  remains  for  me  to  calcuhte  the  interest  and 
charffe  of  the  debt  to  be  created,,  and  te  propose  the  means 
lor  &Eraying  them^  The  charge  will  stand  thus: 
On  2|  millions^  at  61.  1 79.  yd*  per  cent.     British.     Irish. 

the  charge  is  -  -  '         -    i72,o6:>  186,400 

€)xk  i|006,oool.  suppose  at  same  rato^        *        -        68,825^ 

'Making  in  the  whole  a  chasgc,   inchidiag  the 

sin  kmg  fund,  of  -  -  -         £^5S»^^S 

And  to  answer  it  I  shall  first  propose  a  tax  on  several  articks^ 
which,  though  of  importance,  yet,  with  the  exception  of 
enfe,  are  trifling  as  otyyects  on  which  taxation  will  be  fdt.  It 
k  scarce  worth  whik  going  through  the  whole  detaiL  I  pro« 
^se  to  increase  the  duties  on  the  importation  of 

TtMBBIti  RAISINS',  PEPPBR,   &C» 

An  honouhdde  gentleman  who  represents  the  eitf  of  Waters 
lord  seems  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  tax  on  timber  i  but  if  he 
thinks  that  the  revenue  must  necessarily  be  raised  on  some* 
thing,  there  is  nothing  on  which  a  tax  can  fatt  more  lightly 
than  on  foreign  timber.  It  will. certainly  not  aflR:ct  the  poorer 
classes.  There  is  hardly  a  cabin  of  a  poor  man  in  trelaad 
that  is  made  of  foreign  timber.  Pef  haps  in  Waterfbrd  it 
may  be  otherwise,  owing  to  its  contiguity  to  the  sea.  The 
increase  I  propose  is  double  the  duties  on  d  timber  except 
d'eal,  and  to  add  half  the  duties  on  deal*,  and  even  se,  the  whde 
of  the  duty  with  the  increase  will  not  amount  to  a  quarter  of 
what  is  received  in  Great  Britain;  and  I  diodd  state  Aat 
no  increase  is  to  be  made  on  any  timber  firona  the  colonies  of 
tJnited  Stftttes,  nor  any  staves  from  any  place.  These  duties 
i  take  at  36,000),)  and  it  may  perhaps  remove  a  Bttle  of  the 
^ecfeionto  the  duty  on  tiator^Avhen  it  is  known  that  th^ 
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increase .  I  propose  is  ^bout  one  penny  a  cuUc  fool  •otfly,  which 
is  not  48.  on  the  ton  of  40  feet.  The  next  taxvlUcevtaialf 
not  affect  a  poor  man  or  his  caKo.    A  doty  9m;  -* 

Worses,  .'  ^ 
aoc  01^  agriaJturat  'horses  fj^a  latighJ-^'tiSng  hors^i  and 
liorses  that  draw  carriages  which  are  subjootto  duty:  it  yrill  be. 
jDUch  smaller  than  what  is  paid  in  England.  It  will  be  15s. 
£or  a  «ngle  horse,  with  an  increase  in  proportion  to  the  niinv- 
ber  kept,  and  there  will  be  exceptions  which  will  allow  a  mam 
Ismail  means  to  employ  his  horse  for  necessary  uses  withotK 
taX'  The  horses  ^f  real  effective  yeomen  will  also  be  exempt. 
I  now  come  to 

OOGS, 

a  tax  whftch  may»  and  I  hope  will  affect  iW  lower  chsaes,  and 
lead  them  to  economize  their  food,  and  not  waste  it  on  the 
Bomber  of  dogs  which  now  infest  the  roads  and  villages  from 
almost  every  cobler.  I  do  not  mean,  however,  to  extend  it  to 
far  as  to  deny  to^poor  man  the  comfort  of  one  dog  for  hb  fa- 
mily, it  will  be  fisraed  on  die  model  and  amoom;  of  the^vo* 
oem  tax  in  Britain* - 

CUMtlCLES 

/occw  next,  and  I  <ee  no  reason  why  thqr-shoiiUl  oot  pay  the 
oome  as  pluietons  or  any  foUr  wheded/:aenage« 

,CICS 

will  also  admit  of  a  eonsiderablc  inoreaae  of  duty  $  and  thene 
is  another  species  of  cazria^ peonUar  to irdandao  way  taxe4 
at|iseseats  Imeus 

JfAUNTlmO  CAM. 

The  tax  on  them  1 4hall  p^pose  «o  be  very  fig^,  only  51. 
«achi  thfij  are  not  only  a  comfort,  but  a  means  of  healdi  ta 
snany  persons  in  the  lower  rank  of  life,  an^  I  trust  so  slight 
.a  duty  will  not  com|Mi  any  one  person  to  deiiy  htaiself  a  con* 
ttnuance  of  their  comfont.  These  three  articles  I  efltimateltt 
|io,oool.  I  shall  now  introduce  an  artide  ^ttsx  the  example 
4of  this  country,  in  whkh  I  am  persuaded  of  the  coacurrenae 
af  one  half  of  the  community,  and  which  nafKraon  need  pay 
who  does  not  wilfiilfy  prefer  doing  so.  Genttemen  who  goih 
aimie  bachelors,  and  are  able  to  afford  to  keep  nnle  aervant^t 
ssuty  very  wcJ^  pay  15s.  a  year  additional  for  each,  whicb^ 
even  allowing  for  any  little  inducenlent  to  exempt  tbemselvfs 
Jby  bettering  their  cohditioh,  may  be  estimated  at  4O0ol.  n 
.year, 

PAfEX,   HA-r^  AHD  aUCTXON 

^litks  MA  now  badly  doUected ;  bfet  a  better  coUectioa.  wUk 
in  small  increase  will  produce  i2,oooL  a  year. 

4  C  X  Tiia 
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1     '  THE   POST  OFFICE 

wiU  affbrdf^tt- addition  of  2o,oool.,  from  an  increase  of  id 
a  letter  for  postage*  With  regard  ta  the  post  office,  i  finish 
to  mention,  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  recommend  a  measure 
not  only  fir  the  prevention  of  the  frequent  robberies  of  the 
mails,  but  for  their  speedier  convepnce>  by  sending  them  in 
coaches.  The  first  great  object  towards  this  will  be  to  pro- 
cure proper  surveys  upon  one  regular  system  of  die  most 
ieveU  direct,  and  practicable  lines  from  post  town  to  post  town> 
deviating  from  the  present  roads»  where  hills  can  be  avoided, 
or  distance -shortened.  The  next  will  be  to  provide  for  the 
means  and  the  execution,  and  these  will  be  oDtained  by  very 
little  alteration  in  the  powers  of  grand  juries  to  present)  and 
by  procuring  advances  where  their  presentments  would  be 
too  heavy,  if  to  be  laid  on  as  rapidly  as  the  work  might  re- 
quire. When  diese  roads  shall  be  completed,  I  shail  hope 
that  the  principle  will  be  felt  and  admitted,  that  the  first 

Seat  objea  of  the  post-pffice  is  the  convenience  of  die  pub- 
:  in  the  security  and  expedition  of  conveying  its  letters. 
'The  next  and  secondary  one  is  revenue,  which  should  Hot  be 
looked  to  till  the  first  is  accomplished.  There  is  s^ther 
riiatter  respecting  |)09tage  which  I  will  only  mentiofi  now^  and 
reserve  the  detail  for  a  future  day:  a  tax  on  all  passebgers 
between  Ireland  and  England  in  the  way  of  a  turnpike  toll, 
to  be  appropriate  tocendering  the  haxbourfor  tHo  packet-more 
commodious.  It  eeruinly  must  be  a  desirable  object  to  both 
countries  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  betweoi  them.  If  the 
.^packets  between  Dublin  and  Holyhead  could  be  so  arranged 
•that  they  could  sail  at  low  water,  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
tage. A  small  duty  laid  upon  passengers  would  produce 
about  3000I.  a  year;  and  upon  that  a  sufficient  sum  might 
be  borrowed  to  make  the  necessary  aherajtions  in  the  harbour. 
This,  however,  will  be  a  subject  fior  future  consideration. 
I  now  come  to  an  object  of  taxation,  wfateh  I  mean  to  explain 
minutely.  1  need  not  remind  gentlemen^  that  in  the  year 
1 791  the  hearth  money  duties  were  taken  oflF  the  lower  or* 
ders,  and  raised  on  the  higher.  Houses  that  had  one  hearth 
amounted  to  nearly  500,000.  "There  were  comparatively 
'very  few  houses  that  had  two  hearths.  The  whole  loss  to  the 
publiC)  by  taking  off  the  tax,  was  28,000!.  What  I  wish 
to  do  is  not  to  revive  the  tax,  but  to  lay  a  tax  on  houses  un- 
der seven  windows,  so  as  to  include  tlK>se  wealthy  and  sub- 
stantial hbuseboMers  who  live  with  one  hearth  only,  anid  en- 
joy that  exemption  which  was  intended  only  for  the  cottager 
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sqkI  the  labourer.  Where  the  persons  inhabiting  them  pay 
jot.  a  year>  the  tax  I  propose  is  3s.  But  to  guard  the  poor 
man  from  being  called  on>  he  will  be  exempt  if  he  is  nek 
worth  lol.  or  does  not  rent  land  to  the  amount  of  $h  a  year. 
In  order  to  be  liable  to  the  tax,  he  must  pay  50s.  a  year  %r  h» 
houscy'  or  be  worth  lol.  or  rent  5I:  si  year  in  land ;  biift  where 
the  house  is  worth  5L  a  year,  the  tax  will  be  6s.  *  In  re- 
tacn  fbr  this  duty,  which  is  not  to  attach  on  houses  of 
fev€n  windows!,  I  mestn-  to  exeKft{>t  all  houses  under  seven 
from  modow  tax,  after  the  exasiq)le  of  England.  The 
whole  of  the  new  tax  on  houses  undei-  seven  windows  may 
be  estimated  at  a  i, cool,  a  year,  and  its  net  produce  at  15,060^ 
after  deducting  6000I.  for  the  amount  of  the  present  duties 
ottfiveand  six  windowed  houses.  Houses  with  ^ve  «x  Win*^ 
dows  are  well  able,  in  general,  to  contribute  somewhat  more 
than  they  do,  smd  they  will  be  called  on  for  an  increase  of 
onc^burth  of  their  present  duties,  or  in  other  words  25  per 
cent;'  on  the  produce  of  the  existii^  duties:  I  have  only  one 
further  measure  of  taxation  to  ofifer;  an  increase  of  duties 
on  lichees  and  stamps,  estimated  at  70,000!.  ,  The  licences 
principally  afie^ed  will  be  those  of  auctioneers,  publicans, 
•lid  fariswcrs  and  maltsters.  The  increase  on  stamps  I  shall 
not  oflShr  tUI  a  future  day.  To  recapitulate  the  whole  then  lA 
«aeview,  Icc^mputethe 
Increased  duties  on  import  of  timber,  raisins,  pepper, 

and  sundrSesy  at        •<        •        »        •        .       ^36^000 
Tax  on  horses  and  dOgs  •«        .        .  48,000 

curricles,  gigs,  and  jaunting  cars    ^        -         10,000 
male  servants  of  bachelors  -        -  4,000 

.  houses'under  seven  windows,  2 1 ,oool.  but    ' 
deduct  6000I.  for  houses  of  five  and  six 
windows,  "to  be  exempted,  as  in  Biritaiii  •  15,009 

-*-*-Qn  paper,  hats,  and  auctions        -        «        •»     12,000 
'        25  per  cent,  on  windows        •        - 
•—*— Increased  stamps  and  licences        -        -        •    70,000 
post-office,  additional  id.  a  letter 


lids  hi  British  money  is        «  J^i^SfiO^ 

In  Irish.money  ^  «f  2 11, 256 
Additional  postage  2o,oco 
Windows      '  -  31,000— Total,  262>25d.- 

Deduct  the  charges,25$9225l.  and  there  will  remain  7,22^L 
surphis.  One  iiubjeet  only  reiHains  to  be  mentioned,  the 
jcreasury  bBlS|  which  are  to  fall  due  firom  -August  to  November 

next. 
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oexty  and  which  I  luve  apt  iaduded  in'thecstiofate  li^ve 
offeralfbr  the  year.  TheprovisioQ  for  them  |»  purposely 
reserved  fdTs  consideration  on  a  {iitiire  day.  I  shaU  now  dose 
this  statement,  which  I  may  possibly  have  not  detailed  as 
^v  as  some  gentlemen  may  wish>  hot  I  have  directed  papers 
to  be  rffady  lor  delivery  to-tporrow,  contaimng  the  present 
fifo$jB  'and  tht  proposed  duty  on  each  article ;  and  also  what 
the  Biiitish  duty  on  the  like  article  now  is.  Mem  tii«Q  I 
diall  with  pleasure  give  .any  expl«ruiti<m  I  may  be  called  nn  . 
fqf,  and  shall  proceed  by  moving  ihe  first  tesolutioB  a^  to  the 
^nports. 

Afr^  Jtamesi  Fitm^rmU  complained  that  the  accounts  re* 
qiefcting  the  Irish  finances  were  not  laid  early  enough  before 
th^  hovie  to  give,  membo^  an .  opportunity  of  entqrmg  iml^ 
Botely  into  the  subjea.  He  cont«ided  that  there  was  no.oc^* 
easion  for  the  loan  proposed,  and  was  consequently  hostile  to 
the  new  taxes  submitted  by  the  right  hon,  goitleman.  The 
balances  in  the  hands  of  the  revenue  collectors,  the  surfAus 
of  the  consolidated  fuml,  and  the  other  extraordinary  re- 
sources of  Ireland,  he  contended,  after  going  into  a  nmnbier  of 
financial  calculations!  weee  amply  sufficient,  unless,  they  were 
allowed  to  be  ptherwise  disposed  of,  to  jnoet  the  exigencies 
in  question,  and  thereby  render  any  new  duties  unnetessary; 
He  complahied  of  the  manner  of  xxKiducting  the  Irish  rcv^ 
nue,  and  of  its  too  fireqpent  anticipation. 

^lAfd  A.  H&milton  by  no  means  admitted  that  the  trade  of 
Isehndy  arid  consequently  its  finance^  was  in  that  flourishing, 
staae  represented  by  -the  right  hon:  gentleman.  Her  imports, 
he  stated,  exceeded  i&er  exports  by  a  million.  He  was  against 
borrowing  such  large  sums,  but  thought  it  particularly*  per« 
nzdous  when  such  loans  were  to  be  m^e  out  of  the  country^ 

Mr^  Carr^  relatively  to  the  account  between  Ireland  and 
Great, Britam,  contended  Uiat  that  account  not  having  beeq 
settled,  was  owing  hot  to  Ireland,  but  to  Great  Britain.  The 
accounts  on  thcpart  of  Ireland  had  been  made  out  when  he 
was  in'ofiSce,  tuit  those.on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  bad.not 
been  obtained  ^  remittances  however  had  been  occasionally  sent 
lo  Ireland,  which  went  so  far  in  the  mean  time  to  the  liquida* 
tion  of  the  balance  due.  by  Great  Britain.  * 

ilfr.  Foster  denied  that  any  remittance  whatever  had  been 
made  to  Ireland  upon^he  account  alluded  to* by  the  right  hon. 
«ntleman.  He  could  not  find>  indeed,  that  any  remtttanoeis 
had  been  made  to  Irdand  from  the  treasury  of  this  oountry^ 
btttincoq^uencttofiih^kanst  ... 
.     .  .  Mr. 
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'  Mr.  Ktt  intimated  that  ht  should  £eel  it  faU  dutyto  mdve, 
OB  Monday  next,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  exl^ 
mine  the  accounts  of  the  two  couotriea. .: 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foster  t&en  moved  the  continuance  of  the  6  per  cent, 
duly  on  retail  importers  in  Ireland^  against  which,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  obsertedi  so  many,  and  in  his  judgment  suck 
imfounded  complaints  had  heen  made  to  the  house  by  petitiona 
and  otherwise* 

Mrn  D.  B.  Daley  stated  that  he  had  that  day  receWed  aa 
application  from  his  constituents  to  oppose  thb  tax>  and  he 
should  comfdy  with  their  wishes* 

Mr.  J«  Latouche  also  expressed  his  objections  to  the  tai^ 
and  said  that  he  should  state  the  ground  of  his  objections  ki  m 
future  stage. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to^  and  upon,  the  resolntiona  rc^ 
specting  spirits,  timbg:,  &c.  being  read. 

Air.  Foster  said  that  he  declined  entering  into  a  detail  of 
the  rates  respecting  those  taxes,  as  he  intended  that  a  printed 
schedule  should  be  delivered  at  the  door  the  next  day,  coii» 
taining  the  present  and  the  proposed  duties,  together  wkhlhc 
chities  upon  the  same  articles  in  England. 

The  several  resolutions  being  agreed  to,  the  house  resumed* 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  neatt  day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed. 

Mr.  Fitzserald  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  nexk  dty  mnhr 
for  tlie  production  of  certain  accounts  with  rcspcfct  to  the  ba«- 
lances  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  in  Irc^ 
land,  and  the  arrears  due  from  &igland  to  that  country,  &«« 

Adjoui^ed« 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   MARCH    14. 

The  committee  of  privileges  on  the  Rous  peenge  was  post* 
poned  for  a  fortnight,  that  the  Duke  of  Rutfattd  might  faftVff* 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  suj^rt  of  his  claim  to  that 
title. 

Lord  Walsingham  reported  that  the  Eirl  of  BuckinghaoM 
shire  had  made  out  his  claim  to  vote  at  the  election  of  the 
Irish  peers,  as  Lord  Hobart. 

The  property  hill  and  the  salt  dutv  bill  were  re*d  a  scconA 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  tor  Uti^  next  day. 

Previous  to  the  second  reading  of  dMrmtiay  bill. 

The 
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The  Marquis  '$f  Buckingham  rosC)  and  begged  lelve  t6  call 
the  attdhtion  of  the  house  to  the  innovatiops  which  had  bees 
made  on  that  bill  since  it  was  last  before  their  lordships, 
particularly  in  those  clauses  by  which  the  presidents  of  x^- 
mental  courts-martial  are  required  to  be  on  oath  themselves, 
and  to  administer  oaths  to  the  other  members  of  the  court, 
and  to  the  witnesses  to  be  examined.  The  noMe  marquis 
stated  that  it  was  not  his  intention,  on  these  grounds,  to  op- 
pose the  second  reading  of  the  bill|  but  merely  to  caU  the  atten* 
tion  of  their  lordships,  and  of  the  noble  earl  who  forvrarded 
the  public  business  through  that  house,  to  the  alterations 
which  he  had  noticed.  He  had  at  the  same  time  to  regret, 
in  common  with  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack, 
the  disagreeable  situation  in  which  that  house  often  felt  itself 
placed,  of  either  impeding  the  business  of  the  nation,  by  in- 
terfering in  bills  to  which,  by  the  usage  of  parliament,  any 
alteration  made  by  them  must  prove  fatal,  or  of  passing  bills 
which  were  grossly  defective  and  objectionable. 

.  Lord  Walsingham  conceived  that  the  observations  of  the 
noble  marquis  were  irregular  and  premature.  He  knew  it 
aras  in  contemplation  of  the  noble  earl  (Camden)  when  he 
should  come  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  to  notice 
the  alterations  to  which  the  noble  marquis  had  alluded. 

Earl  Camden  having  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  btU, 
recapitulated  the  diffe^nt  alterations  which  it  had  been 
deemed  advisable  to  make  on  it. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  said  it  could  by  no  means  be  sup- 
posed that  it  was  his  wish,  at  such  a  period,  to  objeA  to  the 
present  bill.  It  was  his  intention,  however,  when  the  bill 
should  be  proposed  to  be  committed,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  alterations  which  had  now  for  the  £rst  time 
been  introduced.  He  should  therefore  move  that  the  house 
be  summoned  for  the  day  on  which  the  bill  was  meant  to  be 
committed. 

-  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day, 
ind  the  house  to  be  sununoned. 

ADMIRALTT  BOARD. 

>Earl  Darnlej  rose,  agreeably  to  notice,  to  move  for  certam 
papers,  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  conduct  of  the  late 
and  of  the  present  admiralty  boards.  Certain  papers,  somewhat 
connected  with  this  subject,  had  bepi  moved  for  by  a  nobk 
/earl^Fortescue)  some  days  since,  but  they  were  not  sufficient 
for  the  object  which  .the  noble  lord  (Damley)  had  in  view. 
His  objeqt.embracod  two  ^r^poims.^  firsts  It  having  been 

objected 
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objected  against  the  late  admiralty  that  they  had  not  a  su^- 
cient  number  of  vessels  of  a  small  size  engaged  in  the  service 
of  tlit  country  i  his  inquiry  went  to  this,  namely,  by  what 
species  of  force  had  this  deficiency  been  suppli.«l  by  the  pre- 
sent admiralty  board,  since  their  coming  into  office?    Second^ 
It  having  been  alleged  as  an  additional  charge  against  the  late 
navy  bo^rd,  that  they  had  improperly  neglected  the  building 
of  ships  of  war  in  merchants',  yards;  the  next  object  of  his 
inquiry  would  be  for  such  evidence  as  might  be  material  to 
shew  how  far  this  practice  was  or  was  not  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  conducive  to  the  improvement  of  the  navy.     In 
considering  these  points,  it  was  his  lordship's  intention  to 
consume  very  little  of  their  lordships'  time,  and  to  abstain 
from  every  thing  which,  might  have  the  most  distant  tenden-* 
cy  to  provoke  any  observations  from  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralty  board.     All  he  wished  was  a  fair  op- 
portunity of  judging  of  the  merits  of  the  two  admiralty  boards, 
and  that  all  argument  and  discussion  on  the  subject  should 
be  reserved  till  the  papers  necessary  to  form  such  a  judgment 
should  be  before  the  house*     On  the  former  of  these  points, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  the  house  to  be  possessed  of  an  ac- 
count of  the  ships  purchased  and  employed  in  his  majesty's 
navy  since  the  accession  of  the  present  admiralty  board,  with 
their  age,  tonnage,  the  valuation  put  on  them,  the  sums  paid 
for  them,  the  expence  of  fitting  them  up  as  ships  of  war«  and 
of  any  alterations  since  made  on  them.    As  grounds  for  this 
motion  he  thought  himself  warranted  instating,  though  he  by 
DO  means  pledged  himself  for  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  that 
several  of  the  ships  thus  purchased  were  unfit  for  service,  had 
been  repeatedly  declared  so  by  those  appointed  to  inspect 
them,  and  had  nevertheless  been  purchased  into  his  majesty's 
service^     For  this  purpose  he  must  move  for  copies  of  all 
letters  and  representations  between  the  diflferept  boards  on 
the  subject;  and  also  for  all  representations  from  the  different 
commanders,  respecting  the  unfitness  of  the  vessels  to  per-> 
form  the  services  of  ships  of  war*     On  the  second  point,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  building  in  merchants'  docks,  the  noble 
earl  said  it  would  naturally  fell  to  be  a  matter  of  inquiry,  how 
the  number  of  artificers  in  his  majesty's  docks  stood,  in  com- 
parison to  what  they  had  been  at  the  time  of  the  mutiny, 
wlien  it  had  been  deemed  necessary  by  the  late  admiralty 
hoai'd  lo  difmifs  many  of  them  from  their  fituations.     This 
was  fureiy  the  more  necefiary,  as  it  would  appear  that  fcveral 
pcrfons  who  had  been  then  difniilTcd,  had  fiiice  been  re- 
VoL.  I.  1805,  4  D  ceived 
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ceiled  back  into  his  majefty's  yards.  Such  a  ftep,  unquef- 
tionabiy»  couid  alone  be  dilated  by  a  feeling  that  there 
were  not  a  fufiicienC  number  of  artificers  employed  in  the 
dock->yards  at  the  time  the  prefent  admiralty  board  came 
into  office.  So  far,  however,  from  this  being  the  cafe,  he 
was  informed  that  in  March  1804,  the  number  of  artificers 
employed  in  his  majefty's  dock-yards  exceeded  thofe  em- 
ployed in  March  1805,  by  upwards  of  120.  As  to  the 
propriety  of  building  in  the  merchants'  yards,  fome  idea 
might  be  formed  from  this  fingle  circumflance,  that  while 
fhips  of  feventy- four  guns  might  be  built  in  tl|e  king's  docks 
at  21 1,  per  ton^  and  at  a  fair  profit,  in  merchant's  yards,  from 
24l.  to  25l.  per  ton,  the  prefent  admiralty  had  contraded 
for  fhips  of  a  fimilar  dimenfion  at  no  lefs  a  fum  than  36K 

Eer  ton.  The  noble  earl  then  proceeded  to  fhew  what  had 
ecn  the  repair  of  twenty  fhips  for  one  year,  within  the  laft 
twenty  years,  in  the  merchants'  yards,  and  by  calculation 
inaintained  that  the  expence  of  entirely  rebuilding  thofe 
fliips  would  not  have  exceeded  one  half  of  the  amount  of 
the  fums  aAually  expended  for  repairs  in  a  fingle  year  ia 
merchants'  docks.  His  lordfhip  concluded  with  the  fbU 
lowing  motions : 

For  an  account  of  all  the  fhips  which  have  been  pur* 
chafed  for  his  majefly's  navy  fince  th«  I6th  of  May  1804, 
fjpecifying  from  whom,  their  age  and  tonnage,  the  valuation 
put  on  them  by  the  officers  of  the  dock^^yards,  the  fum$ 
paid  for  them,  the  expence  of  fitting  them  as  fhips  of  war 
m  the  merchants'  and  king's  yards,  and  of  any  alterations 
which  have  been  made  in  them  fince  they  were  firfl  fitted. 

For  copies  of  all  letters  and  reprefentations  which  have 
pafled  between  the  admiralty  and  navy  boards,  and  be* 
tWieen  thofe  boards  and  the  commlffioners,  or  other  officers 
of  the  dock-yar4s,  refpeding  thofe  fhips. 

For  an  account  of  the  expence  of  arming  thefe  fhips,  fpe- 

'  cifying  the  number,  nature,  and  calibre  of  the  guns  which 

they  were  reported  to  be  capable  of  carrying  when  they  wet© 

purchafed,  and  of  any  alterations  which  have  fince  been 

made  in  their  ordnance. 

For  an  account  of  the  number  of  artificers  and  labourers 
who  have  difcharged  themfelves  from  his  majefly's  dock- 
yards at  Deptford  and  Woolwich  in  each  month  fince  the 
Ifl  of  June  1804,  fpecifying  their  feveral  clafl[es. 

:For  the  number  of  fhipwrights  borne  in  all  the  yards  on 
the  1(1  of  March  i805, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Maacm  14.]  ADMIRALTY  BOARD.  571 

For  an  account  of  the  funis  paid  by  the  navy  board,  and 
to  whom,  for  the  repair  of  the  following  fhips  in  merchants* 
jards  10  the  years  exprefled  againft  their  names,  vi2. 


Bofton, 

• 

1783 

L'Aimable, 

. 

1792 

Maidflone, 

• 

1784 

lartar,  .    - 

. 

.1792 

Southampton, 

- 

1784 

Succe(|)"     - 

• 

1792 

Niger, 

• 

17H4 

Ariadhe,     - 

- 

1792 

Lizard, 

• 

17«4 

Magicienne, 

. 

1793 

Pearl,     .   - 

• 

1784 

D»dalus,     - 

• 

17c^3 

Carysfort, 

• 

1785 

Andromache, 

- 

1793 

Loweftoffe, 

• 

1786 

Flora, 

- 

1793 

Bofton,  ^    - 

• 

1791 

Fury. 

• 

1793 

Retribution, 

» 

1792 

BuU  Dog, 

- 

1793 

For  an  account  of  the  fums  for  which  Ihrps  of  the  fame 
jize  and  force  have  been  built  at  the  fame  period,  according 
to  the  contrad  prices  then  paid  to  the  merchant  builders. 

Lord  MelvilU  rofe,  not  to  obje£t  io  the  motions  of  the 
noble  earl,  nor  did  he  think  it  would  be  neceflary  for  him  to 
fay  much  on  the  fubjcd,  as  be  entirely  agreed  with  the 
noble  earl,  that  fuch  difcullion  would  come  more  properly 
before  the  boUfe  when  they  were  poilelled  of  fon^e  docu- 
ments on  which  to  form  a  fair  and  candid  opinion.  From 
fuch  a  difcuilion  he  was  free  to  declare  he  was  far  from 
(brinktng,  but  fhould  be  happy  to  court  it  whenever  the 
houle  ihould  be  prepared  to  enter  on  the  fubjed.  If  he  at 
all  underftood  the  purport  of  the  noble  earrs  motion,  it 
principally  went  to  inquire  into  the  conduA  of  the  prefent 
admiralty  board,  in  building  in  merchants'  yards.  If  fucb  , 
were  the  nature  of  the  charge  againft  them,  to  that  charge 
be  pied  guilty.  It  was  not  how  far  fuch  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  proper,  fuppofing  it  to  be  merely  matter  of 
choice  which  the  houfe  would  be  called  on  to  confideri  but, 
if  fucb  a  ftep  was  not  dilated  by  neceffity.  He  moft  fo- 
lemnly  declared,  that,  but  for  the  merchants'  yards,  he 
could  not  have  preferved  the  Britifli  navy  in  the  fituation  in 
which  be  was  confcious  it  ought  to  be  kept  during  a  period 
like  the  prefent.  If  he  recoUeded  well,  when  the  noble 
lord  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  retired,  the  num« 
ber  of  Ihips  of  the  line  in  commiilion  was  about  eighty-one. 
Of  the  -addition  lince  made,  thirty  had  come  from  mer- 
chants' yards;  now  be  would  aik  any  of  their  lordlhips  to 
confide/,  if  they  would  think  thcmfetves  or  the  country  fuf- 
ficieotky  fafe  with  fuch  a  number  taken  away  from  th«  pre- 
^  4  D  a  .    ^  fcnt 
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fent  naval  cft&blifhroent  of  the  country  ?  He  had  no  hcfi-  . 
tation  in  declaring  it  to  he  his  decided  opinion,  that  if  it 
could  be  done  confidently  witli  the  fafeiy  of  the  country^ 
building  in  his  niajefty*s  docks  was  to  be  preferred  to  build- 
ing in  merchants'  yards.  Such,  however,  was  an  experi- 
ment not  at  prefent  to  be  tried,  and  if  in  not  relying  oa  it 
he  had  been  culpable,  he  had  been  culpable  along,  and  in 
the  fame  manner,  with  every  board  of  admiralty  wnich  had 
exifted  in  t]iis  country ;  for  be  would  venture  to  fay  that  oo 
board  of  admiralty  could  be  pointed  out  in  the  annals  of  this 
country,  who  had  thought  it  prudent,  in  time  of  war,  to  de»- 
pend  (olely  for  building  and  repairing  of  Ihips  on  his  majef- 
ty's  docks.  If  the  prefent  admiralty  board,  even  while  la- 
bouring under  this  neceilily,  had  aded  imprudently,  and 
had  made  improvident  applications  of  the  public  m^ney,  io 
giving,  as  the  noble  earl  had  Aated,  36h  for  what  migb^ 
have  been  done  for  241.  or  even  for  2!  I.  that  was  ftill  a 
charge  for  which  he  alfo  confcfled  they  were  highly  refpon- 
fible,  and  which  he  (hould  alfo  be  prepared  to  meet*  He 
begged,  however,  that  noble  lords  would  not  be  led  away 
by  any  prima  facie  evidence  on  that  fubjeft.  The  noble 
earl's  calculation,  fo  far  as  he  was  concerned,  was  correA ; 
but  the  houfe  might  be  aiTured  it  did  not  apply  to  the  pre- 
fent moment.  They  had  only  themfelves  to  form  a  calcu- 
lation in  their  own  minds  as  to  what  would  have  been  the 
expence  of  building  a  houfe  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago, 
and  what  it  would  be  at  the  prefent  moment,  to  form  foroe 
idea  of  the  fallacy  of  the  ftatement.  The  other  fubjeA  al- 
luded to  by  the  noble  earl  was  one  on  which  he  felt  it  de- 
licate to  touch,  as  it  regarded  himfelf,  and  went  to  m^e  a 
comparifon  of  the  merits  of  the  late  and  prefent  admiralty 
boards.  Juftice  to  hi^mfelf  and  to  his  colleagues,  however, 
caMed  on  him  to  fay,  that  this  country  was  not  without 
examples  where  the  naval  admintftration  of  the  country  haJ 
been  more  happily  and  glorioufly  condutSed  by-noble  lords, 
unacquainted  with  naval  tadics,  than  it  had  ever  been 
under  perfons  who  could  claim,  and  juftty  poileiftd,  much 
pradical  knowledge,  and  had,  like  the  noble  lord  lately  at 
4he  head  of  the  board »  performed  many  gallant  exploits^ 
'I'here  could  be  no  harm,  as  the  noble  perfon  alluded  to  was 
now  no  morCj  in  mentioning  Earl  Sandwich  as  a  perfon  ta 
whom,  as  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  this  country  was  not 
without  obligations.  When  he  looked  round  alfo  in  that 
lioufoy  he  could  not  forbear  calling  his  eyes  oa  a  noble  earl 
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(Spencer)  who,  with  another  noMe  lord,  whom  he  did  not 
then  fee  in  bis  place,  hac^ filled  the  lituation  of  tiiA  lord  of 
the  admiralty  during  the  laft  war,  when  fo  many  gallant  ex- 
ploits were  performed,  and  under  whole  adminillration  we 
had  to  boaft  of  the  exploits  of  Howe,  St,  Vincent,  Duncan, 
Nclfon,  &c.  &c.  There  were  none  of  the  motions  of  the 
noble  earl  to  which  he  meant  particularly  to  objeft,  except 
thofe  which  regarded  communications  or  repiefentations 
from  the  captains  employed  in  the  command  of  the  vcilels 
to  the  admiralty  board.  To  the  produAion  of  thofe  he 
could  not  at  once  agree,  for  though,  as  obferved  by  the 
noble  earl,  commanders  had  in  general  a  regard  for  their 
veflels,  and  were  accuflomed  to  fpeak  of  them  in  high 
terms,  he  begged  it  to  be  remembered  that  this  was  not  aU 
ways  the  cafe.  Captains,  no  doubt,,  when  they  were  ac-^ 
quainted  with  a  veflcl,  fpoke  well  of  it,  and  with  their  ac- 
quaintance the  good  opinion  increafed;  but  fuch  was  not 
the  cafe  of  a  captain  newly  appointed  to  a  veflel,  and,  which 
particularly  at  the  beginning  of  a  Spaniih  war,  might  pro- 
mifc  to  be  a  bad  failer,  from  which  he  would  naturally  pray 
for  as  fpecdy  a  diiToIution  as  poflible. 

After  an  explanation  from  Earl  Darnley,  the  motions 
were  agreed  to,  the  reprefentations  from  the  captains  of  the 
veffels  only  beinc  fuppieired,  and  two  additionaf  motions 
made  by  bislordlnip  for  the  letters  from  the  captains  of  two 
other  fhips  lying  over  for  difpofal,  when  Lord  Melville 
ftiould  have  examined  their  contents. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE. OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAYy  MARCH   I4. 

Mr.  Boyd  Alexander  prefented  petitions  from  different 
parts  of  Scotland  againfl  the  late  corn  law,  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

J1ie  report  of  the  fugar  drawback  bill  was  brought  up. 
The  rcfolutions  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fofter  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day 
move,  thatxhe  law  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  which  relates  to 
Irelandi  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houl'e. 

Mr.  Hufkiffon,  in  the  abfence  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  gave  notice,  that  it.  was 
his  intention  to  move  the  next  day,  that  his  motion,  relative 
to  the  militia  of  Great  Britain,  which  ftood  for  that  day, 
(hould  be  poflpoaed  to  Monday  next. 
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The  bon.  member  then  prefented  an  account  of  Ih^  funis 
of  money  which  have  been  paid  into  the  treafuiy  by  the 
executors  of  the  hon.  Keith  Stewart  fincetbe  year  ny7. — 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  meflkge  was  delivered  from  the  lords,  dating  that  their 
lordibips  had  agreed  lo  the  pleafure  horfe  duty  bill  and  fume 
private  bills.  .   ~ 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moveJ  for  the  produSion  of  an  account  of 
the  diarges  upon  the  confolidated  fund  of  Ireland ;  alfu  a 
ilatementofthe  amount  of  the.prefent  unfunded  debt  of  that 
country,  the  payment  of  arrears,  &c.  purfuant  to  his  notice 
of  the  preceding  day* 

Mr.  Fofier  had  no  obje6lion  to  the  papers  being  pro* 
duced;  but  aflured  the  right  hon.  member  tliat  they  would 
not  anfwer  his  purpofe. 

.    Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  with  the  confent  of  the  boufe, 
putofFhismotion^  whichftood  for  Monday,  till  Thurlday  next. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  iflued  tor  the  eiefiion  of  a 
reprefentative  for  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  in  the  room  of 
Qeo.  Knox,  £fq.  whb  has  accepted  of  the  office  of  one  of 
the  commiifioners  of  the  treafury»  and  another  for  a  inem« 
ber  to  reprefent  King^s  County,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Laurence 
Paribns,  Bart,  who  has  alfo  accepted  of  the  oi&ce  of  com* 
sniflioner  of  the  treafury  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Alexander  broti{ght  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  of  the  preceding  day. 

Mr.  Fojlcr  dated  that  he.  had  been  difappointed  as  to  the 
printing  of  the  fchedule  of  Irifh  duties,  of  which  he  bad 
fpokcn  the  preceding  day.  He  now  expe.fted  that  they 
would  be  ready  by  the  next  day.  If,  however,  there  fhould 
happen  to  be  any  further, delay  in  the  printing,  he  hoped 
that  the  reprefentativeis  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
would  not,  on  that  account,  reiift  the  further  progrefs  of  the 
meafures  which  he  had  fpoken  of  in  the  committee,  as  it 
was  well  known  that  the  money  bills  of  Ireland  expired  on 
the  25th  of  March.  He  then  moved  that  the  confideration 
of  the  report  be  deferred  until  the  next  day. — Ordered* 

CoL  Bagwell  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
the  35th  of  the  king,  with  a  view-to  the  better  regulation  of 
elections  in  Ireland,  with  particular  reference  to  the  voting 
of  perfons  holding  freeholds  under  the  yearly  value  of  20l. 
His  objefl  was  to  make  fuch  perfons  produce  the  deed  or 
agreement  by  which  they  held  their  freehold,  beforcf  they 
Ihould  be  coniidered  to  have  a  right  to  poll 
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Mr.  Fitzgerald  reminded  the  hon.  member  th»t  he  bad 
laft  feflion  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  the  fame  tU 
k&^  but  that  the  houfe  did  not  agree  to  his  propofition. 
He  hoped  that  the  prcfent  was  calculated  to  lemedy  the  de- 
fers in  the  meafure  which  he  had  propofed. 

CoL  Bagwell  faid  that  he  bad  omiited  the  exceptionable 
parts  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  Dawfon  thought  it  wSxAA  be  better  to  have  fuch  a 
meafure  brought  forward  when  there  were  more  of  the  re-  . 
prefentatives  of  thofe  who  would  ht  affeded  by  the  bill 
prefent.  On  account  of  the  abfence  of  foch  perfons,  he 
hoped  that  the  hon.  member  would  content  himfelf  with 
giving  notice  that  he  Would  bring  the  meafure  forward  at  an 
early  period  next  feflion. 

Mr.  Alexander  declared  that  he  thought  there  was  not 
any  thing  which  had  a  greater  tendency  to  vitiate  the  minds 
of  the  people  thaii>  the  admiflion  of  40s«  freeholds.  He 
therefore  fupported  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member.  He 
hoped  alfo  that  a  claufe  would'  be  introduced  to  declare 
that  the  deed  which  the  freeholder  produced  fhould  be 
fiamped  according  to  law,  and,  that  unlefs  it  were  fo,  he 
ihouid  be  confidered  as  having  no  right  to  vote. 

S/>  J^hn  Newport  hoped  that  the  meafure  would  not  be 
abandoned;  at  the  fame  time  he  could  not  avoid  cenfuring 
members  who  came  over  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks, 
and  then  returned. 

Mr.  Franeis  faid  that  it  was  moft  unparliamentary  ian« 
guage  for  any  member  of  that  houfe  to  fay  that  a  meafuie 
ihouid  be  put  ofF,  becaufe  others  did  not  think  fit  to  attend 
lo  their  duty  in  parliament. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Lord  Wiiriam  Ruiiell  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
conlideration  of  the  fpecial  report  of  the  Knarefborougb 
c\€di\ovi  pommittee. 

The  refolutions  having  been  read  and  agreed  to» 

Tiic  noble  lord  moved,  that  the  attorney  genera!  be  or- 
dered to  profecute  the  perfons  implicated  in  the  charge  of 
riot  and  confufion  at  the  faid  clc£tion. 

Mr,  Rofe  obfervcd,  that  as  one  of  the  perfons  was  an  at» 
torney,  if  he  was  proved  to  be  guilty,  it  would  be  compe-* 
tent  to  the  noble  lord  who  prefided  in  the  court  of  king*» 
bench  to  prevent  his  abuiing  further  that  profeflion.  He 
did  not  mean  to  cad  any  refledion  upon  perfons  belonging 
to  the  profeflion  of  the  l^w^  but  he  was  coavinced  that  there 
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was  not  any  fet  of  men  whatever  that  were  greater  orna* 
ments  to  fociety  when  they  were  well  difpofedy  nor  greater 
pefts  when  they  had  a  contrary  inclination. 

The  Majier  of  the  Rolls  inquired  if  any  other  profeculion 
had  been  inftituted  againft  the  perfons  named  in  the  re* 
port. 

Lord  G.  Cavendijh  anfwered  in  the  negative. 

An  order  was  then  made  purfuant  to  tl\e  terms  of  the 
noble  lord's  motion. 

I'he  other  orders  of  the  day  were  poftponed,  and  the 
houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

FRIDAY,    MARCH  1 5. 

The  property  tax  bill  and  the  salt  duty  bill  went  through 
committees,  nnd  were  reported. 

Lord  Auckland  gave  notice  of  his  intentioh  to  move,,  on 
Tuesday  next,  for  a  committee  to  search  for  precedents  of 
complaints  made  to  that  house,  resting  on  the  authority  of 
individual  peers  proceeding  on  information  received  out  of 
doors ;  how  far  sucli  complaints  had  been  entertained  by  the 
house  \  and  how  far  they  seemed  cdHsistent  with  the  law  and 
constitution  of  parliament ;  if  in  any,  or  in  what  instances 
such  complaints  had  been  exhibited  against  judges  \  and  also 
to  consider  the  acts  of  the  1 2th  and  13  th  William  III.  chapter 
•id,  and  the  first  of  his  present  majesty,  relating  to  the  judges. 

Lord  Qrenville  suggested  to  the  noble  lord,  whether  it 
might  not  be  proper  to  throw  into  the  motion  a  question  for 
the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  on  the  point  whether  such 
complaints  were  agreeable  to  law  ? 

Lord  Auckland  understood  that  that  question  had  been  al- 
ready answered  in  a  case  which  had  occurred  in  1663.  » 

The  house  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  summoned  for 
Tuesday,  to  consider  of  Lord  Auckland's  motions, 

MUTINY  BII.L. 

The  house  having  gone  into  a  committee  on  the  mutiny 
bill,  and  the  clauses  newly  introduced  having  been  read. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  oppose 
the  bill,  hut  to  state  why  he  objected  to  the  additional  clausqsi 
which  he  had  just  heard  read.  His  objections  were  twofold? 
rst,  he  coiild  see  no  policy  in  the  proposed  alterations ;  but, 
adly,  if  they  could  be  esteemed  wise  and  politic  in  tliemselves^ 
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the  framcrs  of  the  clauses  had  omitted  to  accompany  them 
with  such  facilities  as  were  calculated  to  give  effect  to  any  be- 
neficial consequences  which,  eVen  in  thfe  eyes  of  those  \^^ 
approved  of  the  alterations,  they  might  be  calculated  to  pro* 
duce.  As  to  the  policy  of  the  measure,  he  could  not  figure 
where  it  Jay.  He  had  been  long  acquainted  with  the  inoae  in 
which  regimental  courts  maf  tiul  were  conducted,  and  he  knew 
that  nothing  could  be  more  regular,  fair,  and  satisfactory  to 
all  parties.  Hardly  an  instance  occurred  of  a  soldier  availing 
himself  of  the  right  of  appeal  which  existed)  and  in  any  .rare 
instances  of  that  kind  which  had  occurred,  so  far  from  the 
sentence  of  the  r^gitfiefital  court  martial  being  disapproved  of* 
it  was  notorious  that  the  punishment  inflicted  had  been  in* 
creased.  Wher^,  therefore,  no  complaint  of  any  thing  im.- 
proper  existed,  he  could  not  conceive  why  any  new  regular 
tion  should  be*introduced,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  In- 
sinuating what  could  not  be  openly  avowed.  Again,  suppos- 
ing the  policy  of  the  alterations  to  be  admitted,  and  that  it 
was  proper  that  the  officers  composing  courts  martial  should 
be  on  oath,  as  well  as  the  witnesses  to  be  examined,  he  would 
wish  to  know,  if  there  was  no  person,  as  in  general  courts 
martial,  to  supply  the  place  of  advocate  or  deputy  advocate 
general,  by  whom  the  evidence  on  the  trial  was  to  be  taken 
down,  in  what  respect  any  benefit  could  be  derived  from  the 
innovation  ?  If  no  such  officer  were  appointed,  regimental 
courts  xtiartial  must  continue,  as  at  present,  without  any  re- 
cord of  their  proceedings.  In  that  case,  it  was  difficult  to 
figure  what  greater  weight  could  be  attached  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  evidence  being  taken  on  oath.  In  the  case  of 
false  swearing,  no  redress  would  He  as  for  perjury,  for  ther& 
would  be  no  record  on  which  to  ground  the  acculation,  and, 
of  courfe,  no  conviflion  could  followj  fo that,  inftead  of  being 
benefited,  foldiers  would  be  injured  by  the  new  regulation. 
The  evidence  againft  them,  without  any  additional  awe 
being  thrown  on  Ihofe  who  were  to  give  it,  would  receive 
the  ftamp  of  greater  authority  and  weight,  and  yet  if  they 
could  prove  perjury  againft  the  perfons  by  whom  fuch  evi- 
dence was  given,  they  had  no  means  of  obtaining  rcdrefs. 

£ari  Camden  6cc\3Lved  hi-Jconviftion,  thai  no  blame  could 
be  imputed  to  the  nlode  in  which  regimental  courts  martial 
had  been  hithertocondufted.  The  alterations  propofed,  how- 
ever, it  had  been  thought  would  add  a  greater  degree  of  fo* 
iemnity  to  the  proceedings,  and  could  at  the  fnmc  time  put 
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thm|S  to  no  worfe  a  (ituation  than  they  formerly  (lood.  It 
was  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  perfon  who  would  ^r^i^  the 
truth,  would  wiWingly  Jivear  to  a  falfehood. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  regretted  that  he  felt  hinifclf 
called  on  to  differ,  in  the  prefcnt  inftance,  from  his  majef- 
ty'$  minifters,  for  whom  colleAively  and  individually  he  had 
the  higheft  refped.  For  two  reafons,  however,  which  he 
Ihould  mention,  among  many  others,  and  particularly  thofe 
menlioned  by  the  noble  marquis,  he  objefled  to  the  addi- 
tional claufes.  He  had  heaixl  nothing  alleged  a|atnft  tl^ 
prefent  mode  of  conducing  regimental  courts  martial,  llie 
adoption  of  the  claufes  now  propofed  would,  however,  he 
thought,  be  an  implied  reileflion  and  condemnation  of  the 
exiflmg  praAice.  He  alfo  thought,  that  fo  far  from  being 
a  mealure  of  leniency,  the  new  regulations  would  be  found 
to  produce  feveiity;  for,  ahbough  where  an  officer  was  left 
to  hisdifcretion  he  might  be  inclined  to  extend  his  clemency^ 
he  would  unquefiionably  find  the  cafe  materially  changed 
when  he  was  called  on  his  oath  to  sl&  agreeably  to  the  fixed 
letter  of  the  law. 

Lord  Hawkejbury^  while  he  admitted  that  no  complaint 
could  poffiblv  lie  agajnft  regimental  courts  martial  as  at  pre- 
fcnt cftabliuied,  and  of  courfe  that  there  was  no  abfolute 
neceflity  for  the  alterations  introduced  into  the  bill,  thought, 
neverthelefs,  that  the  additional  claufes  would  be  produ^ive 
of  benefit,  and  ought  not  to  be  rejefled  merely  becaufe  there 
was  no  abfolute  neceflity  for  cnading  them.  In  the  very 
lowefl  court  in  the  country^  if  he  ou^ht  to  apply  that  tertn 
to  any  court  of  juftice,  even  where  a  fmall  fine  was  to  be  in* 
filled,  the  witnefles  by  whom  the  offence  was  to  be  proved 
muft  of  neceflity  be  examined  on  oath,  to  give  validity  to 
their  tefhmony.  In  cafes  of  regimental  courts  martial,  how- 
ever, befides  that  the  objed  itfelf  was  of  importance,  an 
additional  reafcn  why  every  requifite  folemnity  ought  to  be 
obferred,  naturally  prefented  itfelf.  h  would  occafionally 
happen  that  peffons  in  the  town  where  a  regiaient  might 
happen  to  be  flationed,  would  be  the  very  witnefles  whom  it 
mi^ht  be  neceflary  to  exa'mine.  It  was  not  unknown  that  a 
prejudice  againft  the  military  occafionally 'exifled,  and  it 
would  hardly,  he  prefumed,  be  difputed,  that,  in  fuch  ca(e.«» 
to  examine  on  oath  was  the  fureft  and  only  effeAual  means 
of  attaining  the  truth.  He  therefore,  though  he  (hould  nLt 
have  tliought  there  was  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  intioducirg 
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the  claufes,  could  oot  think,'  after  they  had  been  introduced 
into  the  bil!,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  fupported,  as  being* 
likely  to  produce  beneficial  cfft&s. 

The  Dukf  of  Clarence  agreed  entirely  in  theobfervation*' 
whkh  had  fallen  from  the  noble  nnarquis,  and  alfo  in  ttiofe 
which  had  been  uttered  by  his  near  relation  (the  Duke  of 
Cumberland),  except  the  compliment  paid  by  him  to  his 
majeily's  minifters,  in  which  he  was  forry  tliat  he  could  not 
by  any  means  concur.  The  alterations  introduced  into  this 
ad  be  conceived  to  be  both  unneceflary  and  impolitic.  The 
noble  iecretary  of  fiate  had  confefled  that  they  were  upne- 
ceiTary.  The  noble  marquis  had  clearly  fhewn  tliat  they 
were  impolitic.  But  being  even  unneceuary,  he  could  not 
figure  on  what  giound  they  were  forced  on  the  houfe,  unac- 
companied by  the  only  circumftance  which  could  at  all  give 
them  fair  fcope  for  adion,  by  which' their  utility  or  inutility 
might  be  tried — he  meant  9  perfon  to  fiipply  the  place  of 
advocate  general  or  his  deputy.  This  perlon,  he  fubmitted, 
might  with  propriety  be  the  paymafter  of  the  regiment. 

Ijord  Mutgrave^iXtA^  that,  in  point  of  fad,  the  evidence 
on  every  regimental  court  martial  was  taken  down  in  writing 
by  the  prefident  of  the  court,  and  muft  itideed  be  fo,  as  it 
had  to  be  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  fame 
way  as  a  general  court  martial  mud  be  reported  to  the  king 
or  to  the  commander  in  chief.  This  was  the  uniycrlal  prac- 
lice,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  a  drum*-head  courts  where  both 
trial  and  fentence  were  to  be  fummarily  executed. 

After  fome  farther  explanation  between  the  Dukes  of 
Clarence,  and  Cumberland,  axid  Lord  Hawkeibury,  the 
committee  divided.     For  the  claufe, 

Contents  -  22 

Non-Contents        -  13 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  claufe         9 
The  other  claufes  were  then  gone  through,  and  the  bill 
was  reported^ 


'     HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  15.  * 

Mr.  Johnfon,  from  the  chief  fecretary's  office  for  Ireland, 
prefented,  purfbant  to  order,  an  account  of  the  number  and 
lonioage  of  veflels  to  and  from  the  Weft-Indies^  during  laft 
yeaf  i  which  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

4E2  Sir 
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Sir  J.  Stet^^t  prefented  a  petition  frooi  Cupar,  ia  Fif^e, 
against  (he  com  a£l  of  iaft  feflion* 

Colonel  Bagwell  brought  in  a  bill  to  amead  an  act  of  the 
35th  of  his  majefly,  for  regulating  cleftions  in  Ireland,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  freeholds  ;  wliich  was  read  a  firfl  time,  an4 
oidered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bernard  gave  notice,-that  on  Monday  neit  he  would 
movefur  an  inquiry  into  the  tolls  of  the  grand  canal  in  Ice- 
land. 

WAR    If*    INDIA. 

Mr.  Fran^'u-^Bchre  I  proceed  to  the  notice,  which  I 
propofe  to  give  this  day,  I  beg  leave  to  aik  the  noble  lord  on 
the  otlier  fide  a  queftion  for  information,  very  fit  to  be  given 
to  the  houfe,  ajnd  materially  connedted  with  the  fijl^je^ 
which  I  mean  to  bring  under  their  confideralion.  By  the 
papers  on  the  table  it  appears,  that  the  war,  now  or  lately 
carried  on  in  India  againft  Holcar,  was  declared  by  Lord 
Wellefley  fo  long  ago  as  the  ioth  of  April  1804,  a'nd  I  pre, 
£ume  mpft  have  been  iq  his  contemplation  fome  time  before 
that  date.  This  we  know  indircftly  through  the  govern- 
nient  of  Bombay.  My  queftion  is,  whether,  at  this  day, 
the  court  of  direftors,  or  ih'c  felefl  committee,  have  received 
any  dire£t  communication  fiom  Lord  Wellefley  of  the  oii* 
gin  and  motives  of  this  war? 

Lord  Cujtlcr^agh — My  anfwer  to  the  queftion  put  to  me 
]|>y  the  honourable  gentleman  is,  that,  at  this  day,  no  ad^ 
vices  have  been  received  direftly  from  Lord  WeJlefley,  con- 
cerning the  origin  and  the  motives  of  the  war  with  Holcar. 

Mx»  ^rflwr/Jr— The  fact  of  itfclf  defcrves  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  ;  fince  nothing  can  be  more  precife  and  peremp^ 
tory  than  the  injunction  of  the  law,  by  which  the  governor 
general  and  pounci]  dre  ordered,  *'  in  all  cafes,  where  hof- 
tilities  Iliail  be  commenced,*'  to  communicate  the  fame  to 
the  diredorSf  ^*  by  the  moft  expeditious  means  they  can  de* 
vife,  wi(h  a  full  ftate  of  the  information  and  intelligence. 
]ipon  which  they  ftiall  have  commenced  fuch  hoftilities,  and 
thejr  jnotives  and  reafons  for  the  fame,  at  large."  I  now. 
Sir,  beg  leave  to  give  notice,  that  it  is  my  intention,  witli 
permiffion  of  the  hpufe^  to  bring  under  ^eirconiideration  ^ 
general  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  Britiih  dominions  in  India, 
^nd  a  motion  thereupon,  as  eaily  in  the  week  aftpr  next  a^ 
pnay  ftand  with  the  convenience  of  the  houfe.  Sir,  it  would 
*  })p  dciirable  for  any  man,  who  wjfhcd  tp  brinjg  into  vi^w  ^ 

.    queftion 
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quefiion  of  great  extent  and  confequence,  and  for  mc  more 
than  any  other,  that  his  audience  (houid  be  in  fome  degree 
uollefled  of  the  general  nature  of  the  fubjeA.  I-  cannot 
hope,  thojjgb  I  very  much  defire  it,  that  many  geattemen 
will  have  taken  the  trouble  to  eipamine  attentively  the  whole 
of  thefe  voluminous  papers  relative  to  the  late  and  prefent 
war  with  the  Mahrattas.  To  fave  them  fome  trouble^  and 
perhaps  to  invite  them  to  read  more,  and  to  enter  farther 
into  the  inquiry,  there  a^ e  a  few  principal  documentSy  which, 
I  think,  will  give  a  general  ind^ht  into  the  fubjeA>  and  en* 
gage  them  to  proceed,  and  which  I  therefore  beg  leave  io 
recommend  to  their  attention:  the  inftru(9ioA$  to  Colonel 
Cpliins;  the  inflrudions  to  Colonel Clofe;  the  treaty  of  Baf- 
fein,  from  which,  as  it  appears  to  me»  the  war  may  be 
dated  ;  and  finally,  the  map  of  India  annexed  to  the  papers. 

Lord  Cujilereagh — The  notice  given  by  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  is  fo  general  and  undefined,  that  I  am  at  a  lois  to  con* 
jedure  what  the  objeds  are  which  he  has  in  view,  and  to 
which  I  fhould  of  courfe  wifh  to  turn  my  own  thought*.  I 
tlierefore  hope  and  requed,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  will 
flate  more  diftindly  tlie  points  to  which  his  intended  xpotion 
IS  directed,  or  at  leafl  the  particular  fubjeAs  which  he 
means  to  difcufs. 

Mr.  Francis  made  no  reply, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  |Cxchequer  prefepted  an  account 
of  the  civil  l^fl  revenue,  which  wa9  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie 
table. 

SALT    TAX. 

3/r.  Fox  rpfe  to  flate,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Rotherham,  .in  Ydrkfliire,  complaining  of  the  aukward  pre* 
dicament  in  which  certain  retail  dealers  in  fait  were  piacedt 
from  having  railed  the  price  of  that  article  previous  to  the 
term  at  which  the  additional  duty  begins  its  operation.  They 
had  iince  lefirned,  that  there  was  aTevere  penalty  attached 
to  this  condufty  but  they  had  been  led  to  it  from  an  excile 
officer  coming  to  take  an  account  of  their  fiock  in  hand, 
that  it  might  be  fubjeded  to  the  ne\f  duty,  and  from  the 
-  example  of  the  city  of  London,  where  the  price  of  fait  had 
been  raifed  by  the  authority  of  the  aldermen.  He  thought 
it  hard  that,  in  thefe  circumnances,  the  complainants  ihould 
iufFer,  and  was  anxious  that  fome  remedy  might  be  provided 
IP  relieve  them  from  the  penalty. 

'^'he  ChanciUor  of  thf  S^cAequer  iai^»  th^t  iis  the  addi- 
tional 
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tional  duty  had  not  yet  begun  to  operate,  no  officer  bad  a 
light  to  take  an  account  o?  the  ftock  in  hand,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  levying  the  duty.  Tlicre  certainly  was  a  penalty  as 
arfludcd  to,  which,  however  willing  he  luight  be,  he  did  not 
fee  the  means  of  rennedyxng, 

Tlie  fubjed  here  dropped  without  any  meafure  being 
adopted. 

IltlSH    BUDGET. 

The  qoeftion  being  put,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fofter, 
that  the  refotutions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
read  a  fecond  time, 

Mr,  J,  Fitzgerald  thought  he  (hould  be  deficient  in  the 
duty  he  owed  to  his  country  if  he  did  not  oppose  to  the 
utmoft  thofe  refolutions  now  propofed  to  be  read.  He  ar- 
gued againft  the  neceffity  of  the  loan,  fiift,  becaufe  the  ac- 
tual revenue  was  really  more  than  four  millions,  at  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Fofter)  had  calculated  it» 
that  being  the  eftimate  made  of  it  laft  year,  and  certain  re- 
gulations having  been  fince  introduced,  which  were  faid  at 
that  time,  and  admitted  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  be 
calcalated  to  produce  a  very  confiderable  additional  reve- 
nue ;  fecondly,  becaufe  the  furplus  of  tlie  loan  of  the  laft 
year  ought  tago  to  the  fupply  of  this  year,  and  becaufe  tlie 
h>an  ought  not  to  be  made  till  the  joint  charge  of  £ngland 
and  Ireland  be  made  out,  as  it  was  not  for  rhe  intereft  of 
Ireland,  he  conceived,  to  have  money  lying  unemployed  in 
. her  exchequer ;  thirdly,  becaufe  the  large  balances  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  colledors  ought  to  be  made  good.  He  aiked 
the  right  hon.  gei^tleman  if  any  remiilion  uf  thofe  fums,  or 
any  compofition  with  the  colleftors,  had  ever  taken  place ; 
but  received  no  anfwer  to  his  quedion^  He  infilled  on  the 
propriety  of  adopting  fome  method  of  collefting  thofe  debts,r 
and  pledged  bimfelf  every  year  to  oppofe  the  raifidjj  of  an^ 
new  fupply  by  loans-or  taxes  till  thofe  arrears  were  paid  inta 
the  exchequer.  The  hon.  member  next  oppofed  the  new. 
taxes  in  toio,  on  the.  principle  that,  even  if  a  loan  were 
reaJly  neceflary*  the  fums  he  had  already  mentioned  might 
be  ereSed  into  a  fund  to  pay  the  intereii  of  it,-  and  by  this 
means. render  unneceflTary  'any  additional  burdens  on  the 
people,  the  weight  of  which  they  were  fo  very  unable  to 
bear.  .  •  . 

^  Afr.  Daw/on  entered  into  the  merits  of  the  fevcral  taxes 
propofed,    lome  of  which. be  a{>proved,  but  condemned 

others 
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ethere  to  be  impofed*  He  reprobated  the  tax  on  timber,  as 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  it  was  a  fcarce  article,  and  be- 
caufe  it  would  operate  as  a  fcvere  check  on  the  rifing  planta- 
tionsyjnducing  proprietory  to  cut  down  their  young  wood 
before  it  was  matured.  That  it  wouJd  eocouragc  people  to 
plant  youfig  wood,  reminded  hjm  of  allury  he  had  heard  of 
an  old  man,  who,  being  advifedto  drink  a  great  deal  of  cyder 
for  his  health,  began  immediately  to  plant  an  orchard  {4i 
laugh).  The  duty  on'boifes  ufed  for  pleafurc  he  lyas  in* 
elioed  to  approve,  but  was  afraid  it  would  loon  be  extended 
to  other  delcriptions  of  horfes,  as  had  been  done  in  this 
country,  and  in  that  cafe  he  would  reprobate  it  in  the  flrongeil 
terms.  He  paid  iomc  high  compliments  at  the  fame  time 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Irifh  eso- 
ch^quer,  for  his  adtivity  and  laudable  exertions  in  tliat  de- 
partment. He  approved  alio  of  the  dog  tax,  on  the  princi- 
ple, that  both  tlioie  ufed  for  the  fports  of  the  field,  and  thofe 
kept  as  domeilics,  were  by  far  too  numerous*  and  gave  no^ 
tice,  that  on  fome  future  d<iy  he  would  move,  that  the  proper 
officer  lay  before  the  houfe  a  lift  of  the  dogs  kept  for  fport* 
for  the  purpofe  of  adopting  fome  farther  regulation  on  that 
fubjeA.  The  additional  duty  on,  feivants  kept  by  bachelors 
met  will)  his  warmed  concur  re  nee.  He  difapproved  of  the 
duty  on  paper;  did  not  refufe  his  aileat  to  the  du^y  oa 
fiamps ;  but  indead  of  any  additional  duty  on  poll  fetters, 
thought  it  would  be  better  \o  adopt  meafures  for  the  proper. 
colIeAion  of  thofe  already  impofed,  which,  und^r  the  pre- 
fent  fyftem,  were  coIleAed  at  no  Idfs  aa  expence  than  one 
hundred  and  fixtcen  per  cent. ;  fo  that  he  fhould  not  wonder 
if  application  were  made  to  parliament  for  a  compenfation. 
The  lioufe  duty  lie  confidercd  as  a  mere  fubilitutioo  for  the 
hearth  duty,  which  was  fo  unpopular,  that  it  was  abolifiied 
by  the  Irilh  pariiament.  I'he  lidditional  duty  on  windows^ 
notwithftanding  that  the  lowed  alTefled  number  was  made 
feven,  inflead  of  iive.  he  was  of  opinioa  was  too  much,  as 
it  was  an  addition  of  twenty-five  per  cent.  In  any  duty  oa 
diOillerics,  that  went  to  check  the  manufacture  of  that  per- 
nicious fpirit,  that  not  only  poifoncd  fo  many  of  Ihe  people 
in  Ireland,  but  was  imugglcd  here  alio  in  great  quantities  to 
poifon  the  people  of  this  country,  the  hon.  member  ex- 
prefled  his  readinefs  to  concur,  but  lamented  that  the  diitres^ 
already  impofed  weie  fo  ill  culleftcd,  and  the  pradice  of 
fmugglingfo  prevalent,  that  no  fair  propoition  of  ihepi  came 
into  the  txclKqucr.    So  much  was  this  the  c^:c,  that  he  was 
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convinced  that  if  thofc  duties  were  properly  collefted,  Ws 
tight  hon,  friend  would  have  no  occafion  to  come  to  them  for 
any  additional  means  of  raifing  the  ncceflary  fupply. 

Sir  John  Newport  concurred  in  almoft  every  refpcd  with 
his  hon.  friend  who  had  juff  fat  down.  Tiie  fubjefl,  he 
thought,  was  of  fo  much  igiportance  that  time  ought  to  be 
given  that  they  might  Icisirn  the  opinions  of  thofc  that  were 
particularly  intereftcd.  The  hon.  baronet  went  minutely 
mto  the  mmor  articles  of  the  new  taxes,  fuch  as  coffee,  flax, 
tar,  &c.  and  complained  particularly  that  the  additfonal  duty 
was  too  much.  He  cfpccially  reprobated  the  duty  on 
paper,  an  article  of  which  the  manufa£ture  in  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  was  very  circumfcribed,  and  which  bv 
this  meafure  he  was  apprehensive  would  be  entirely  ruined. 
The  laft  additional  tax  on  flaves,  he  contended,  had  dimi- 
nifhed  the  revenue  arifing  from  that  article  conlidcrably, 
which  was  a  proof  that  it  operated  as  a  check  to  feveral 
fpecies  of  exportation,  and  was,  therefore,  a  fubjed  that  re- 
quired the  utmoft  caution.  He  argued  particularly  againft 
the  tax  on  timber,  the  fcarcity  of  wood  being  ftich,  he  faid, 
that  in  moft  parts  of  the  country  there  was  not  even  enough 
for  agricultural  purpofes.  The  hon.  baronet  concluded  by 
deprecating  the  irregularities  and  grofs  abufes  that  prevailed 
in  reiped  to  the  foR  office,  and  which  requix'ed  immediate 
redrew. 

3Ir.  Hawthorne  infifted  on  the  ncceffity  of  impofing  new 
taxes  to  anfwcr  the  expences  of  the  country. 

Mr,  Foftir  obfcrved,  that,  in  his  former  cftimate,  he  had 
ilated  what  was  the  whole  aitiount  of  the  revenue,  and  when 
be  had  taken  the  whole  into  his  calculation,  it  was  impof- 
fible  that-any  furplus  could  remain.  He  lamented  the  defi- 
ciehcy  of  the  revenue  colleftors,  and  had  endeavoured  as 
much  as  poflible  to  enforce'the  more  punAual  payment  of 
the  public  money  ;  however,  that  could  not  be  completely 
accompliHied  on  the  fudden.  The  tax  upon  timber  was  not 
more  than  4s.  2d.  on  each  ton  weight,  which  was  worth 
about  61.  fo  that  the  proportion  was  fo  very  fmall  that  it 
could  not  TDaterially  inJJre  the  country.  As  to  the  article  of 
the  pofiage  of  letters,  it  was  fo  badly  managed,  and  the  mail 
was  fo  infecure,*  that  it  was  expedient  that  for  the  good  of 
the  public  the  mode  of  conveyance  Ihould  be  altered.  As 
an  inftance  of  the  carelefs  manner  in  which  letters  or  dif- 
patches  are  carried  in  Ireland,  the  right  hon.  member  related 
a  circumfiance  that  took  place  a  little  time  back  in  the 
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couoty  of  Waterford*  A  boy  was  entrufted  to  carry  an  ez- 
prefs  to  Dublin  on  horfcbacki  for  want  of  any  better  con- 
veyance. He  Hopped  by  the  way  to  play  ball^  leaving  his 
bags  upon  the  ground  in  tne  mean  time.  A  gentleman  feeing 
the  bags  lying  down  and  tlie  horfe  idlcy  faid,  f'  You  young 
dog  you,  why  do  you  delay,  when  you  have  the  mail  to 
carry  ?" — **  No,  fir,  (anfwered  the  boy)  it  is  only  an  exprcfs." 
The  confideration  of  fuch  a  circumftance  as  this,  where  the 
mails,  or  perhaps  more  important  papers,  were  obliged  to 
be  entrufled  to  fuch  ignorant  hands,  together  with  a  recul- 
le£kion  of  the  many  robberies  of  the  mails  which  have,  been 
committed  in  that  country,  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  make 
the  people  of  that  country  well  fatisfied  that  they  would  have 
the  propofed  lecurity  at  lo  low  a  price.  As  to  the  tax  upon 
dogs,  the  poor  man  would  be  exempted  from  payment  for 
one  dog ;  and  where  gentlemen  had  a  great  number  of  them, 
for  30K  a  pack  ;  fo  that  it  would  not  »11  opprellively  on  any 
clafs  of  people. 

Here  a  farther  converfation  took  place,  but  the  refolution 
was  finally  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

Upon  the  claufe  for  the  re-enadment  of  the  fix  per  cent, 
doty  upon  goods,  imported  by  retail  dealers,  a  difcuffion  took 
place. 

Mr.  May  ftated  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of  fuch  a 
tax,  as  the  poor  man,  who  was  under  the  neceifity  of  re-> 
tailing  his  goods  for  the  want  of  a  fufficient  capital  to  be 
able  to  fubfift  entirely  upon  his  import  trade,  would  be 
liable  to  pay  fix  percent.'  more  than  his  wealthy  neighbour, 
who  was  making  a  fortune  by  importation  only. 

Mr.  Fox,  moft  of  the  Irifh  members  prefent^  and  Sir 
Charles  Price,  Mr.  Prinfep,  and  other  commercial  men, 
Ipoke  nearly  to  the  fame  ene£t. 

Mr^  Fofter  obferved  that  in  the  reign  of.  King  Charles  If. 
it  was  found  that  as  the  wholefale  traders  paid  the  full 
amount  of  the  duty  on  their  goods  infured  to  government, 
and  as  the  retail  dealers  were  not  capable  of  doing  fo,  but 
gave  a  deal  of  trouble  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  in  keep- 
ing an  account  of  the  quantify  of  goods  which  they  imported, 
a  difcount  was  therefore  made  to  the  wholefale  trader  for 
his  encouragement.  He  could  not  pofiibly  think  of  with- 
drawing this  tax  at  the  lame  time  that  he  impofed  an  addi- ' 
tional  duty  upon  timber,  which  had  been  fo  feriouily  ob« 
je^ed  to. 

Mr.  Carry  declared  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  aft  for 
YolA.  1^05.     '  4F  ^  the 
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the  repeal  of  this  duty,  about  three  feffions  ago.  He  did 
not  wiOi  to  ihcw  any  thing  like  an  inclination  generally  to 
oppofe  the  plans  of  the  right  hon.  gentlemail,  but  it  was  a  re« 

Srd  to  no  more  than  confiftency  in  his  own  condud,  that  he 
ould  oppole  the  renewal  of  a  lax  for  the  rep'eal  of  which 
he  had  formerly  voted.  AftcV  giving  a  minute  defcription  of 
tKe  circumftances  attending  the  origin  of  the  tax,  the  al- 
terations made  in  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftration, 
ind  the  fubfcquent  repeal  while  the  right  hon.  member  was 
himfelf  in  office,  he*obfervcd,  that  it  was  impofing  a  tax 
upon  a  man's  induftry  and  his  poverty  ;  and  afked  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  oppoiite  to  him  (the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer), whether  ever  fuch  a  tax  had  been  adopted  in  Eng- 
land ?  He  particulariy  objeded  to  the  renewal  of  the  tax  at 
the  prefent  moment,  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fofter)  had,  in  his  own  cftimatc,  ftated  the  furplus  of  more 
than  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  which  was  a  greater  fum  than 
this  tax  could  pofSbly  produce  for  the  fervice  of  the  year. 
The  queftion  being  at  length  put,  the  houfe  divided : 
¥ov  the  refolutioa  -  107 

Againftit  -  -  44 

Majority    -  63 

When  ftrangers  were  re-admitted  after  the  divifion, 

Sir  J.  Newport  was  intimating  his  intention  at  a  fbture 
period  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  the  vote  for  an 
additional  duty  on  timber  imported  into  Ireland. 

The  r^folutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  bills 
ordered  accordWgly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that,  for  a  reafbn 
which  would  be  obvious,  he  did  jiot  think  it  fit  to  move  that 
bis  motion,  of  the  poftponement  of  which  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  HulkiiTon}  had  given  notice,  fhould  fland  for  Monday, 
and  thinking  that  there  would  not  be  any  thing  very  im- 
portant before  the  houfe  on  Tuefday,  he  fhould  move  that 
the  order  be  made  for  that  day.     Ordered. 

The  legacy  bill  was  committed,  and  Ntr.  Fox  intimated 
that  he  had  forae  obfervations  to  make  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
the  duty  on  legacies  to  children.  This,  however,  he  was 
prevailed  on  to  withhold  until  the  bringing  up  of  the  report. 

The  houfe  having  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  on  Tufcfday. 

The  marine  mut^iny  bill  pafled  through  a  committee,  and 
was  ordeireil  to  be  reported  the  iiext  day. 

.  Mr, 
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Mr.  ^ilbcrforce  moycd,.thpt  there  be  laid  before  the 
Iioufe  an  account  of  the  number  of  fhips  and  their  tonnage, 
that  have  failed  from  Africa  to  the  Britifti  Weft  India  colo- 
nies, from  the  5th  of  January  i5j02,  to  the  latcft  period  to 
'W^hich  the  fame  can  be  made  oqt,  together  with  the  number 
of  flaves  which  they  had  on  boa^d,  and  the  amount  of  thofe 
which  were  re-cxpoited  from  the  Weft  India  islands.  Or- 
dered. 

Alfo  an  aqcftunt  pft1)e  number  of  fliips  that  have  cleared 
out  from  Great  Britain  for  the  laft  ten  years,  together  with 
^their  tonnage  aifd.the  number  of  men>  employed  on  board 
fuch  fliips.     Ordered.      '    '  ' 

The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  in  which  the 
different  fums  advanced  by  government,  and  not  yet  made 
good  by  parliament,  were  voted. 

The  exchequer  bills  l^ill,  thejrilhfpirit  warehoufebill,  and 
.the  Irifh  fugar  drawback  bill,  were  read  a  fird  time,  and  or- 
dered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  poftponed,  and 
the  houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

SATURBAY,   MARCH  l6. 

Their  lordships  met  aod  passed  the  following  bills :  the 
property  duty  bill,  the  salt  duty  bill,  and  the  mutiny  bill. — 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATURDAY,   MARCH  l6. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
supply,  on  the  grants  h-om]  the  civil  list  to  be  made  good  by 
parliament.    The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  lords  signified  their  lordships  assent  to 
the  property  tax  bill,  salt  tax  bill,  and  mutiny  bill. 

The  Irish  import  duty  bill,  and  the  Irish  excise  duty  bill, 
ivcrc  brought  in,  by  Mr.  Foster.  The  Irish  staxfip  duty  bill, 
the  Irish  j)OStage  bill,  and  the  Irish  malt  and  spirit  duty  bill, 
were  brought  in  by  Mr.  Alexander.  All  these  bills  were  read 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
th«  marine  mutiny  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  read 'a  third 
time  on  Monday. 

4rz  Mr. 
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Mr.  Dickinson  presented  an  account  of  the  rates  of  ex- 
'  change  at  which  bills  were  drawn  by  Admiral  Blanket  and 
Sir  Home  Popham,  on  account  of  the  squadrons  under  their 
command  in  the  Red  Sea. 

iH^lTie  house,  in  a  committee  on  expiring  laws,  agreed  to  con- 
tinue the  act  enabling  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  corn  and  other  provisions. 

The  hous^,  in  a  committee  on  the  sugar  drawback  biQ» 
agreed  to  allow  a  further  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  thkt 
article  to  Ireland. 

The  exchequer  bills  bill  was  read  a  second  time>  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Monday, — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

MONDAY,   MARCH    1 8. 

Counsel  were  heard  in  the  appeal  from  the  court  of  session 
in  Scotland,  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul  and  others  against  Mr.  Ram- 
say Maule  and  others. — ^The  farther  consideration  was  post- 
poned till  Wednesday. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  property 
tax,  salt  duty,  and  mutiny  biUs^  and  to  several  private  bills. 
The  commissioners  were  the  Lords  Chancellor,  EUenborough 
and  Walsingham. 

The  marine  mutiny  and  some  private  bills  were  broaght 
from  the  commons,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Lord  Melville  laid  on  the  table  an  account  of  the  number 
of  artificers  4ismissed  from  his  majesty's  docks,  in  consequence 
of  tlieir  accession  to  the  mutiny  in  the  year  l8oi ;  and  also 
an  account  of  the  names  of  such  as  had  been  since  readmitted, 
with  the  dates  of  the  orders  for  their  readmlssion* 

Earl  Damley  moved,  that  an  humble  address  be  presented 
to  his  majesty,  praying  chat  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order  to  be  laid  before  the  house,  copies  of  any  letters  or 
representations  sent  by  the  commanders  of  the  Indostan  and 
Hyena  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  touching  the  fitness  of  those 
ships  for  his  majesty's  service. — Ordered. 

Lord  Melville  stated  that  he  had  understood  the  late  inquiry 
of  the  noble  earl  to  extend  principally  to  two  points,  namely, 
that  the  late  admiralty  board  had  a  sufficient  bumbo*  of  ships 
of  small  burden  in  commission  at  the  time  of  their  retiring 
from  office,  and,  of  course,  that  the  present  admiralty  board 
had  no  occasion  to  engage  the  ships  they  had  since  brought  in- 
to the  service:  and,  secondly,  that  the  present  admiralty  board 

were 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


March  18.]  MSCELLAKEOUS.  St9 

urcrc  not  warranted  in  building  in  the  merchants'  ytrds,  even 
in  time  of  war,  it  heilig,  as  the  noble  earl  maintained)  a  fact^ 
that  his  majest/s  docks  presented  facilities  ^or  building  ten 
ships  of  the  line  annually. — ^These  being  the  principal  objects 
of  the  noble  earl's  inquiry,  he  had  thought  it  necessary,  for  the 
better  enabling  the  house  to  form  a  judgment  on  a  matted  of 
such  importance,  to  move  for  certain  documents,  which  he 
thought  would  hiore  clearly  illustrate  the  subject.  His  lord- 
*  ship  then  submitted  a  strine  of  motions,  about  thirty  in  num- 
ber, relative  to  the  state  of  the  navy  and  of  the  dock  yards, 
with  the  number  of  ships  in  commission  at  the  present  period, 
at  the  time  of  the  late  admiralty  retiring,  and  at  various  pe- 
riods during  the  last  war,  specifying  what  part  of  those  ships 
had  been^built  in  merchants*  yards,  with  the  facilities  for 
building  there,  and  in  his  majesty's  docks. — All  his  motions 
were  agreed  to. 

EarliDarnley  explained  that  in  stating  that  ten  ships  of  the 
line  might  be  built  yearly  in  his  majest/s  docks,  he  had  not 
alluded  to  the  docks  as  they  were  at  present  managed,  but  to 
that  state  of  improvement  to  which  they  might  be  brought  by 
adopting  the  system  followed  in  the  merchants*  yards. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  intimated  his  intention  to  move  for 
the  production  of  further  documents  the  next  day,  for  which 
it  was  understood  their  lordships  were  summoned. 

Mr.  Parnell,  from  the  Irish  treasury,  presented  an  account 
of  the  sums  remitted  from  England  to  Irdand,  during  the  year 
ending  the  ist  of  last  month. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   MARCH  l8. 

In  compliance  with  a  message  from  the  house  of  lords  the 
speaker  attended  that  house,  and  on  his  return  informed  the 
house  of  commons  that  the  royal  assent  had  been  given  by 
commission  to  the  horse  duty  bill,  the  salt  duty  bill,  and  the 
property  duty  bill. 

Mr.  Baker  brought  up  the  report  of  the  conxmittee  on 
Bowycr*s  lottery  bill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  postponed  the  second  reading  of  the 
land  tax  commissioners  name  bill  to  that  day  fortnight. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Dickinson,  an  amendment  was 
inserted  in  the  marine  mutiny  bill,   empowering  provisional 

*    courts 
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courts  martial  to  administer  oaths.    The  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  and  passed* 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  chief  secretary  of  Ireland, 
presented  returns  pf  compensations  for  boroughs,  &c.  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Francis  gave  notice  pf  his  motion  relative  to  India  for 
Monday  next,  but  on  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Castleres^h^ 
deferred  it  till  Monday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Rose  presented  minutes  of  the  privy  council  wjith  re- 
spect to  licences  ^or  exporting  goods  to  France  and  Spain. 

Mr.  Foster  moyed  the  second  reading  ojf  the  Irish  drawWk 
bill.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Ker,  and  Ms. 
Carry,  the  bUl  was  r^ad  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  the  next  day ;  as  were  likewise  the  Irish  excise 
duty  bill,  the  If  ish  postage  duty  bill,  and  the  Irish  spirit  du- 
ty bilL 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Steele,  a  ne;w  writ  was  ordered  for 
Bath  in  the  room  pf  Lord.  John  Thynne,  who  had  rendered 
his  election  void,  not  having  duly  qualified  himself  by  taking 
the  oaths,  &c. 

Mr.  Steele  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indemnify 
Lord  lohn  Thynne  for  having  .sat  and  voted  in  the  hpuse, 
without  having  previously  qualified  himself.  The  bill  was 
accordingly  brought  in,  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
vead  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  joint  charges  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the 
1st  of  January  1801,  to  the  1st  of  January  1805  ;  what  pro- 
portion belonged  to  each  country  respectively ;  what  are  the 
balances  now  due ;  and  what  would  be  the  best  mode  in  future 
of  ascertaining  such  balances  at  the  expiration  of  each  year. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  for 
those  purposes. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Iiouse 
should  the  next  day  resolve  itself  into  committees  to  consider 
of  granting  to  foreign  ships  belonging  to  states  in  amity  with 
his  majesty  the  privileges  of  prize-ships ;  on  |;he  imporutioa 
of  American  goods  in  neutral  bottoms,  &c. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  on  Friday  next,  he  should  move 
for  certain  taxes,  to  "supply  the^lace  of  the  rejected  agricul- 
tural horse  tax.  He  likewise  gave  notice,  that  he  should  move 
for  riendering  permanent  the  present  temporary  tax  on  wine. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Alexander  brought  lip  the  reports  of  die  committees 
on  the  Irish  sugar  drawback^  and  oti  the  expiring  laws,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Irish  drawback  bill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Huskisson  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
that  part  of  an  act  of  last  session,  which  prohibited  the  issu- 
ing of  promissory  notes  on  demand,  under  the  value  pf  5I.  ^ 

The  committees  of  supply  and  ways  and  ^lean!^  were  post- 
poned to  Wednesday. 

The  new  exchequer  bills  bill  went  through  a'  c<nnmittec^ 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  dsiy. — 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAY,    MARCH  Ip. 

In  a  committee  of  privileges  Mr.  Adam  was  heard  in  sup* 
port  of  claims  by  their  royal  highnesses  the  Dukes  of  Glou- 
cester, York,  Clarence,  Kent,  and  Cumberland,  to  the  pri«- 
vilege  of  voting  at  the  election  of  Irish  peers. 

JEar/  Limfrick  could  not  help  noticing  two  expressions  which 
had  (allen*from  the  learned  counsel  in  the  course  of  his  speech^ 
and  on  which  he  seemed  to  build  in  support  of  his  argument, 
but  against  which  the  noble  earl  begged  to  enter  his  most  so- 
lemn protest.  The  learned  counsel  had  represented  the  rela- 
tion of  Ireland  to  his  present  majesty  as  that  of  a  conquered 
country ;  and,  in  another  part,  he  had  stated  it  to  be  a  de- 
pendent state.  In  neither  of  those  allegations  could  the  noble 
earl  concur,  nor  could  he  sit  patiently  ahd  hear  them  Insinu* 
ated. — ^The  country  to  wliich  he  had  the  honour  to  belong, 
had  never  submitted  to  the  idea  of  confessing  itself  conquered  5 
and  as  to  dependence,  they  might  be  so  far  dependent  as  be- 
ing the  weaker  part  of  the  country,  but  they  nad  always  as- 
serted their  independence,  and  it  had  been  declared  and  rati- 
fied by  an  act  of  the  legislature ;  neither  was  it  altogether 
prudent  to  allow  it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  att  of  union  had 
been  effected  while  Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  dependence.  As 
%o  the  point  before  the  house  he  should  feel  gratified,  if  ifc 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  independence  and  forms 
of  the  constitution  of  Ireland,  in  seeing  the  names  6f  the 
illustrious  claimants  on  the  roll  to  which  his  name  had  the 
honour  tp  belong. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Adam  was  then  allowed  time  to  produce  oi&ce  copies 
from  the  records  of  the  Irish  house  of  lords,  of  grants  of 
Irish  titles,  which  had  passed  the  great  seal  of  England,  si- 
milar to  diose  on  which  the  claims  of  the  royal  dukes  were 
founded. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  begged  to  'ask  the. noble  secretary  of 
state  (Lord  Hawkesbury),  as  he  did  not  see  the  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty  in  his  place,  whether  the  noble  secretary  could 
inform  him  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  noble  viscount  at  the 
head,  of  the  admiralty  to  specify,  in  the  returns  of  shipping 
which  he  had  the  preceding  day  moved  for,  the  rate  per  ton 
at  which  each  particular  class  had  been  furnished,  as  it  would 
not  otherwise  be  in  the  power  of  the  house  to  ibrm  any  id^a 
on  the  subject,  or  to  judge  between  the  two  statements  of  2 :!. 
per  ton,  at  which  they  had  been  informed . ships  mi;:;'.*  V: 
built  in  the  king's  yards,  and  the  comparatively  enor^*:  .^us 
charge  of  36I.  per  ton,  at  which  it  had  also  been  state,  con- 
tracts had  been  entered  into  by  the  present  admiralty  for 
building  in  merchants'  yards  ? 

Lord  Hawiesbury  declared  his  inability  to  answer  the  noble 
earl  \  but  expressed  his  conviction  of  the  willingness  of  (he 
noble  viscount  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  to  give  every  sa.- 
tisfaction  on  the  subject  which  the  noble  earl  could  require. 

CATHOLIC  PETITION. 

LordGrenvilU  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday  next, 
present  a  petition  to  their  lordships  from  a  certain  description 
of  persons  in  one  part  of  the  united  kingdom.  In  doing  so^ 
on  that  day  he  should  abstain  from  every  observation  which 
might  be  at  all  calculated  to  provoke  a  discussion  on  the  sub-  • 
ject  of  the  petition ;  but  should  only  move  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  that  a  day  at  a  considerably  greater  distance 
be  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  a  business  of  such  moment. 
He  had  merely  thought  it  his  duty,  at  present,  to  inform  the 
house  of  his  intention  to.  present  the  petition. 

JUDGE  f6x. 

Lord  AuMand  rose  to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  search  into  precedents  of  any  complaints  brought 
forward  against  an  individual,  by  any  individual  peer,  on  Mis 
ewn  statement,  founded  on  information  furnished  to  him  bjr 
others ;  and  how  far  it  had  been  regarded  as  consonant  with 
the  law  and  constitution  of  parliament 'to  entertain  such  tasOh 
plaints :  secondly,  for  any  precedents  of  such  complaints  hat^ 

ing 
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ing^  been  preferred  agaisst  a  jiidgei-^In  colisidc;;riBg  the  pro>-> 
prietj of  appointing: ;thi$  committec>:^the:  noble,  lord  toolca 
comprehensive  view  of  the  subject ;  examining  the  law  df  the 
case  at  the  passing  of  the  act  of  th^  ist  of  Henry  IV.  chafri 
14,  previous  to  which  time,  great  incoiiv6niei|ce  had  hetn  fclft 
from  the  practice  of  ailawmg  accusations. to  originate  in*  tht 
house' cxf  lords,  and  by  which  act  it  ^9 -provided  that  no  ap-» 
pe^  (accusation)  should  'henceforward  originate  in  that  housfff 
His  lordship  then  proceoded  to  quote  a  number  of  commeo^ 
tattts  on  that  ncti  all  of  whom  agreed  in  the  intdrpretatioa 
he'poi  on  it.     If  tben  this  was  the.  law  of  the  land  as  to  etes^ 
oth^  person)  in  the  cpuntrj,  he  called-  on  the  house  to  con* 
stddr  if  the  judges  alone  ought  to  be  presumed  to  stapd  in  t 
different  situation.    The  act  of  settlementi  as  jt  was  called^ 
was  ail  act  hot  imposing  reistrictiops,  but  conferring  immuni- 
ties and  exemptions  oh  the  judges  of  -  the  land.    He  would 
wisht  however,  that,  any  piereon  of  common  understanding  on 
such  matters,  should  peruse  tb at  act;  and  then  say,  if,. with 
the  act  of  the  first  of  Henry  IV.  before  their  eyes,  and  seeing 
that  the  people  in  general,  from  the  highest  to  the  loweatf 
were  no  longer  to  be  subject  to  accusations  originating  in  that 
housfe,  they  could  conceive  it  to  be.  in  the  contempktion  of 
the  l^slature,  that  the  judges  of  the  land  should  alone  be 
subjected  to  it,  not  by  a  direct  imposition,  but  by  a  clause  in>- 
trodoced  by  a  side  wind.     If  such  were  the  real  meaning  of 
the  statute  of  "^illiam  III.  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  iiv- 
stead  of  conferring  privileges  on  the  judges  of  the  country, 
it  deprived  them  of  one  ^of  the  qiost. valuable  privileges  of 
common  subjects,  as  it  made  them  alone  liable  to  what  had 
firom  former  practice  and  experience  been  deemed  a  gross 
hardship,  and  teeming  with  oppression  and  injustice. . 

The  Lord  Chancellor  combated  the  arguments  of  the  noble 
lord  who  had  proposed  the  'mojbions.  A  committee  to  inquire 
into  precedents  which  had  occiured  since  the  act  of  settlemdnt 
was  passed  would,  he  believeid,  be  unnecessary,  for  none  such 
were  to  be  fomid  \  and  a  committee  to  inquire  into  precedents 
as  to  what  was  the  law  and  had  been  the  practice  in  general 
crixpinal  charges,  from  the  passing  of  the  act  of  the  first  of 
Henry  IV.  down  to  the  passing  of  the  act  of  William  III. 
would  be  equally  unavailing,  for  they  could  not  apply  to  the 
present  case.  The  general  law,  that  no  criminal  accusation 
on  a  complaint  of  an  individual  peer  could  originate  in  that 
house,  was  well  known,  and  was  universally  acknowledged. 
But  how  could  tl^at  apply  to  the  present  cas^  which  waj  re- 
•    Vol.  I.  i8oj.^  4  G        .  gulatcd 
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gfilated  by  a  special  act  bf  parliameot^  jproi^idmg  for  this  case 
alone,  and  which>  if  tbe  proceedings,  of  the  house  in  the  pre^ 
sent  instance  were  not  correct,  was  a  dead  ktter  ?  It  was  to 
be  iiemarlced  that  judges  by  this  act  j  for  the  first  tine/,  were 
made  radependent  of  the-qrown.  It  was  not,  however,  to  be 
IMpposed  that  th€fc were  to  be  exempt  from  every  species  of 
control,  and  accordingly  they  are  by  the  some  act  by  which  a 
jKUrti^uhrprivilege  is  conferred  burd6ied  with  anothsr,  but 
hiss  precarioite  tenure,  on  which  their- offices  are  to  d^end, 
namely,  they  are  made  aabject  to  removal  Off  an  address  from 
both  houses  of  parliament.  The  present,  it  was  to^  be  ofa^ 
served,  Was  not  a  case  of  a  criminal  complaint  at  common  law, 
but  in  appIFcation  founded  on  this  particular  act,  by  which 
olone  the  condnct^of  judges  was  cogniaable. 
'  Li^d  GrenvilU  declared,  that  his  (^iibt^  on  the  snl^ect  of 
Ihe  propriety  of  the  p^Keecfings  of  the  house,  in  the  present 
business,  increased  the  more  he  reflected  on  it.  He  begged^ 
therefore,  that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  would  allow  other 
voUe  Iords»  less  learned  than  himself,  to  have  some  fbrtfaer 
light  on  the  subject,  by  having  the  opinion  of  the  twdve 
judges  on  the  propriety  of  their  proceedings*  He  thongfat  this 
the  more  indispensable,  as  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
'confessed  that  the  step  adopted  by  the  house  in  this  instance 
vras  contrary  to  the  es^aUid^  law  in  every  other  case  ;  and 
he  observed  too,  from  looking  ilito  the  journals,  chat  the  ac» 
^ttsaticMX  new  before  the  house  was  nbt  distinguished  by  the 
pecuUar  feature  by  Ivluch  the  noble  and  lea^ied  lord  had  slated 
that  it  might  be  known,  namely,  a  motion  of  some  nobk 
■  peer  for  an  address  to  his  majesty^  as  prescribed  by  the  act^ 
^  but  that  it  partook  of  every  quality  of  that  species  of  accvssi- 
tion  prditbit6d  by  the  act  of  Henty  IV .  being  simply  a  com- 
.plaiat  by  an  individual  peer. 

Lard  Hawhaburj  supported  what  had  fallen  from  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  begged  it  to  be  remembered  that  if  judges 
.  were  by  this  act  made  subject  to  be  dismissed  on  an  address  by 
both  houses  of  parliament,  that  was  only  a  condition  acomw 
panying  the  rendering  thdr  offices  freAoldsy  se  that  it  could 
'  never  be  conceived  a  hardship,  but  taerdj  the  condition  of 
conferring  on  them  a  privilege. 

^Barl  Spencer  would  prefer  the  mode  of  impeachment  to  any 
diat  had  been  suggested  upon  this. subject;  but  yet  he  wonld 
.support  the  proposition  for  a  committee^  because  he  thought 
every  degree  of  deliberation  should  be  taMen,  and  every  aid 
so'^ht  for.that  could  be  derived  firom  precedents,  in  order 
...    .^  lulJy 
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Ally  to  prtfpafe  tke  hous^  f<»r  coming  .to  judgment  xipon  a 
'question  of  so  much  imponance.  It  appeared  very  strange  to 
kim  that  any  noble  lord  should  maintain^  that  there  was  no 
charge  of  a  criminal  nature  alleged  against  the  learned  judge^ 
and  that  the  object  was  not  criminal  punishment.  But  he 
would  call  to  the  recollection  of  those  noble  Iprds,  that  t^o 
learned  judge  was  accused  of  using  seditious  language  on  the 
bench,  and  that  the  object  of  the  prpceedhigs  uk^a  against| 
hhn  was,  to  procure  his  removal  from  the  bench. 
.  Lord  Mulgrave  spoke  against  the  motion,  as  tending  to 
create  delays  and  promising  no  [good  effect^  for  it  did  no( 
seem  possible  to  find  out  any  precedents  at  all  analogous  to  the 
ca2»e  under  consideration.  The  result  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  arguments  used  by  the  noble  lords  who  supported  the  opo- 
tion,  was  in  his  opinion  virtually  to  do  away  the  right  of  the 
house  to  address  his  majesty  under  any  circumstances  for  the 
removal  of  a  judge.  Those  arguments^  therefore^  he  copld 
not  countenance.  He  maintained  that  it  was  con^petent  to 
any  noble  lord  to  move  at  once  for  an  address  to  his  majesty 
for  the  removal  of  a  judge,  and  <o  bring  evidence  to  the  hi 
to  sustain  the  charges  upon  which  he  grounded  his  motjopf 
But  there  had  been  no  such  precipitancy  upon  this  occasion* 
The  course  of  proceeding  adopted  was  perfectly  fair,  delibcr 
rate»  and  dignified,  and  therefore  he  should  oppose  any  devi«- 
ation  from  it.. 

Lord  Carieton  contended  that,  as  the  several  statutes  alluded  ^ 
to  were  silent  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  proper  to  be 
adopted  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  it  was  highly  necessary  to 
search  for  such  precedents  as  were  applicable.  From  the  xhw 
i|uiry  proposed  by  the  motion,  there  was  every  reason'  to  ex* 
pect  much  elucidation,  and  important  materials  to  guide  the 
judgment  of  the  house  \  and  for  that  reason  he  felt  it  his  du- 
ty to  support  it. 

Lord  ElUnborough  argued  in  favour  of  the  motion.  Upon 
a  matter  of  so  much  moment  as  the  security  of  a  judge's  te- 
nure, for  which  the  law  was  wisely  so  anxious,  and  still  morf 
for  the  preservation  of  a  judge's  character,  which  was  so  es- 
sential to  the  due  and  dignified  administration  of  justice,  he 
deprecated  any  summary  proceedings.  For  himself  he  con*- 
fessed  that  he  thought  the  ordinary  mode  of  impeachment  was 
that  which  ought  to  have  been  followed  in  thi^  case.  He 
should  like  Inuchtp  have  the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  this 
novel  question.  The  charges  against  the  learned  judge  werf 
pf  a  criminal  nature,  and  he  did  not  think  that  house  const!- 
462  tutionally 
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tutJonally  competent  to  try  thefti  in  the  way  wkich  had  been 
heretofore  followed.  He  acquitted  the  noble  lord  by  whom 
these  charges  were  brought  forward,  of  any  other  lapse  than 
that  which  arose  fronli  his  having  referred  to  the  judgmcni'  of 
others,  by  whom  he  was  misled.  The  proposition  before  .the 
house  had  his  concurrence,  because  it  held  out  the  prospect  of 
arrivhig  at  a  more*  eligible  course  of  proceeding  in  this  busi^ 
ness  than  that  which  had  been  heretofore  followed. 

After  some  explanation  between  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Lord  EUenborough,  in  tl^e  course  of  which  the  former  stated^ 
that  he  would  not  have  it  utiderstood,  from  the  vote  he  meant 
to  dve  that  night,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  resist  any  ap- 
peal to  the  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  this  important  case, 
•  Lord  Auckland  rose  to  reply,  llie  noble  lord  observed  on 
the  cruelty  of  bringing  the  learned  judg6,  whose  case  was  un* 
der  consideration,  with  his  witnesses,  from  above  400  miles 
distance,  to  answer  such  serious  charges  as  were  alleged  against 
him,  before  the  house  had  fully  deliberated  and  decided  upon 
the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  to  investigate  those  charges. 
1'hat  mode  was  not,  he  maintained,  as  yet  discovered ;  and 
he  very  much  apprehended  that  should  the  house  proceed  far- 
ther in  the  course  recommended  by  the  opponents  of  his  mo- 
tion, their  lordships  would  find  themselves  in  the  awkward 
and  degrading  dilemma  of  being  obliged  to  retrace  their  steps. 

The  Lord  Chancellory  in  explanation,  stated,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  insinuate  that  the  object  of  this  motion  was  to  create 
delay,  or  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  investigation  to  which 
it  referred ;  but  he  would  beg  noble  lords  to  be  assured,  that 
wha-ever  impediments  might  be  thrown  in  the  way,  this  bu- 
siness should  not  end  until  complete  justice  was  done  between 
the  country  and  the  individual  concerned. 

Lord  Auckland  observed,  that  if  the  noble  lord  who  had 
just  sat  down  meant  to  say  that  the  object  of  his  motion  was 
merely  to  create  delay,  such  language  was  not  parliamentary^, 
and  it  he  did  not  mean  to  say  so,  his  observation  was  alto- 
|rether  unnecessary.  In  vindication  of  his  motives  for  the 
proposition  he  submitted  to  the  house.  He  should  only  men- 
tion that  he  had  no  kind  ot  acquaintance  whatever  with  the 
learned  person  who  was  the  object  of  this  invesligation,  anil 
that  he  was  actuated  solely  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  desire 
to  do'  justice. 

The  question  being  put,  a  division  was  called  for,  and  the 
^umbers  were,  for  the  motion, 

CoDtentr 
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.  On  onr  re-admisston)  we  found  Iiord  Auckland  on  hisleg^ 
gi^ng  notice  of  a  motion  upon  the  sain^  subject  for  Monday 
next,  for  wluch  day  the  lords  were  to  be  supimonedj 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland,  tlmt  the  order 
for  the  attendance  of  vritnesses,  &c*  on  the  further  investig»- 
tion  of  Judge  Fox's  case^  should  be  postponed  till  the  <Sth  of 
May  next. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  niovei 
00  Tuesday  next,  for  the  production  of  farther  papers  relative 
to  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry ;  and  the 
lords  were,  on  the  motion  of  his  royal  highness,  ordered  t^ 
be  summoned  for  that  day, 

S/[r.  T.  Steele  brought  up  fi^om  the  commons  Lord  IM19 
Thynne's  indemnity  bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  axul  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  next  day. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  ip.  ' 

The  hon.  Cavendish  Biadshaw  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat 
^  member,  for  the  borough  of  Honiton,  in  Devonshire* 

It  njras  moved  and  ordered  that  the  accounts  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  house  of  the  number  of  ships  which  have 
entered  the  ports  of  Ireland  from  the  British  West  India 
islands^  with  the  amount  of  their  tonnage^  be  printed  for  the 

^  perusal  of  the  members  of  the  house. 

I .  Sir  John  William  Anderson  brought  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  of  the  37th  of  the  king,  which  relates  to  the  regulation  of 
the  assiae  of  bread,  and  the  profits  of  bakers  within  the  bills 
of  mortality. — Read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
>imc       '  K. 

THE  PRINTING   BUSINESS. 

Sir  John  William  Anderson  presented  a  petition  from  a 
jBumber  of  master  printers,  praying  for  leave  to  present  a  pe- 
tition tor  the  house  for  the  better  regulation  of  their  trade  in 
future.  The  petition  stated  that  in  the  year  1800,  on  the 
ground  of  the  then  high  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  lifey  an 
aidvance  was  given  both  to  the  compositors  and  pressmen,  the 
two  classes  of  workmen  employed  in  their  business.    The 

pressmen, 
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prcssmcft,  hd^cvcr,  liad  lately  dcjglarcd Jjjcfpsetocs  to  be  not 
satisfied  With  the  arrangerpent  that  had  bo^n  tfien  made,  al- 
though  there  were  no  such  grounds  now  in  existence  to  snp- 
jKjrt  their  pretensions  as  those  whjph  had  justified  the  request 
pade.  in  1800,  when  the  scale  of  prices  was  last  fixed.  Al- 
inost  ajl^tl][e.  pressmen  in  t>ondon  Kad  voluntarily  I^  thcjr 
work^  in  consequence  of  tkeir  demand  being  now  resisted,  6ni 
which,  if  acce4<ed  to,,  vopld  greatly  tend  td  discouraffC*  or 
jnateriaHy^injure*'  the  export  trade.  In  consequence  of  these 
meh  having  suddenly  quitted  their  Wofk,  tiie  public  htts&cs^ 
was  considerably  delayed,  the  publication  of  periodical  litetary 
works  was  for  a  time  suspended,  and  the  revenue  was  likely 
to  be  materially  injured.  -  Upon  these  grounds  the  ^itioners 
prayed*  the  house  to  interpose  its  authority  tbwards  their  im* 
mediate  relief,  and  for  the  prevention  df^he  recfurrencc  ofsj- 
feilar  inconveniences  In  'ftiture.  The  measure  'which  tliiey 
hupbly  submitted  to  the  house  was,  that  thev  might  be  ena- 
bled to  take  apprentices  of  .riper  years  thaii  tnose  who  are  in 
general  bound  to  working  businesses,  and  that  they  might  be 
authorized  to  have  them  bound  for  a  shorter  duration  in  pro- 
portion ;  and  finally,  that  a  plan  may  be  adopted  for  the  fu- 
ture regulation  iof  th^  trade.  - 

The  prayer  of  th?  petition  was  granted.  The  other  pcti* 
tion,  praying  for  leave  to  have  a  bill  brought  in,  was  t^en 
brought  up  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  Irilh  election  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr,  Bag- 
Well,  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  fugar  drawback  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paded. 

The  exchequer  bills  bill  was  reported  ;  to  be  read  a 
third  time  the  next  day ;  alfo  the  Irifh  fpirit  wareboufing 
bill. 

Mr.  Long,  at  the  bar,  acquainted  the  houfe  that  bi$  ma- 
jefiy  had  been  waited  on  with  the  addrefs  for  a  copy  of  the 
comroiffion  appointing  John  Duke  of  Athol  governor  pf 
the  lile  of  Man,  and  had  been  gracioofly  pleded  to  give 
directions  accordingly.  Mr.  Long  then  prefented  a  copy  of 
the  commiflion,  which  v^as  ordered  to  liron  tlie  tabic. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Steele,  Lord  John  Tbynne^s  sn« 
dejmnity  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time ;  pafTed  a  committer, 
and  ordered  to  be  engroiied.  It  was  afterwards  read  a  third 
time  and  pafled. 

Mr.  Foit«r  having  moved  the  order  of  the  ^ay  for. a  com- 
mittee on  tlie  IriOi  excife  duties  biti,  ' 

Sir  John  Niwppn  exprlefipd^  wilh  that  tbe  right  hon.  the 

Chancelloir 
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Chancellor  of,  the  £](cbequ€x  iliouU  defer  bis  iaipcKfant 
notion,  reiatfTe  to  the^ioilitia,  to  foixie  futare  day  i  in  .order, 
to  allow  gentJ^iiaeQan  opportunity  to^difcub  tbe  Irifii  l«i;«a.. 
The  bills  had  been  biot^ht  in  im  SaiUrday*  a  day  on  wbiek? 
Ihebouie  feldom  fyt,  and  badfince  been  read  a  recond»4aie>) 
He  bad  himfelf  given  early  notice  of  hisi. intention   tcK 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  feme  of  tbefe  taxes,  but  het 
had  been  told  that  the  comnuttee  waa  the  propep  ftagaifor. 
ttMtobjed  to  be'profeonted.     He  hoped,  therefore •> that  tbo» 
comaiictee  wooUbe  allowed  tune  to- enter  into  the  difouP 
Son.  ...... 

'*  The  S^iahr  iaformed  the  hon.  sietnber,  that,. whenever 
any  motions  were  noticed  for  a  particular  day,  the  pradic« 
•f  the  booie  had  been  to  defer  the  coafideratiofi  of  any  o^ 
dtrs  that  might  lead  to  difcuifion,  ia  order  to  ^vo  gGocIc^ 
neo  ati  opportunity  to  bring  forward  their  motioot«^ 

Mr.  Fofter  withdrew  his  motioa.  > 

The  ChanciUor  of  tht  Exchequm  then  ftated,  thai  whetf 
he  had  fixed  his  notice  for  thatday>  it  bad  been  in  the  coo^ 
temptation  of  the  motion  of  an  luw:  memheir,  (Mn  Creeveyl 
whom  he  did  not  then  fee  in  his  place,  having!  ptrgidfiiice 
pf  it.  Circumftances,  howercn,/ rendered  it  defirfabJe  fdv 
him  to  poftpone  his  motion  to  .Thnriday  next.  Bdkksi  ho 
thought  it  important  not  to  io^ede  theprogrefa  of  eertain 
bills  then  oa  the  table,  particularly  the  acMitionai  ic^^y 
Aity  bilL  •  .  I     .       . 

CATHOLIC  FE-rtTlON. 

Mr.  Fox  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  ,he  IhguU 
prefent  to  t^  houfe  the  catholic  petition. 

MR.  FOiDYCE. 

MrrCnevty  rofe  to  fubmit  his  motion  to  the  houfe,  rela- 
tive to  the  arrears  due  from  Mr.  Fordyce.  It  appeared  from 
the  reports  on  the  table,,  that  that  gentleman  w^  jii  debt  to 
the  pd>lic  to  a  coniiderable  amount.  The  objed  of  his  in- 
^ry  therefore,  was  to  a(certain  whether  tbe  property  iir 
that  gentleman's  polFeiTion  was  a  fecurity  to  the  public  for 
the  &ial  payment  of  bis  debt,  whether  any  fteps  had  beei> 
tafcen.  by  the  lords  of  the  treafury  for  tbe  recovery  of  thyt 
debt,  what  fums,  if  any,  had  been  paid,  and  what  was  the 
neafon  of  the  delay  in  adopting  fteps  to  enforce  payment. 
The  houfe  would  recollefk,  that  in  the  year  1180,  a  cora- 
vaittee  had  been  appointed  to  infjuire  into  the  public  ac* 
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eountSt  and  in  their  firft  report,  Mr.  Fordvcc,  is*  receiver- 

Enenil  of  the  knd  tax  in  Scotland,  was  ftated  to  be  ^  de* 
alter  to  the  amount  of  64>0001.  In  the  appendix  to  that 
lepoit,  there  appeared  4  Hatement  on  the  part  of  Mr<  For** 
dyce*  of  bis  having  undertakeni  in  confequence  of  the  ifr> 
diligence  of  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  to  pay  :iO,OOOl.  in  the 
following  iKay,  I0»000l.  naore  before  the  20th  of  the  foU 
lowing  month,  and  the  remaining  24^0001.  by  inftalmenta 
et  d,000l.  per  yekr.'  The  next  menttoa  that  appeared  of 
him  was  in  the  report  of  17829  when  he  appeared .  to '  be.  in 
arrear  90,0001.  and  notwithftanding  the  amount  of  his  debt 
to  the  public,  he. had  been  ftill  permitted  to  hold  bis  place 
as  receiver  general  of  the  land  tax:  and  here  it  was  Deceit 
faty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  extraordinarjr 
ftatement  that  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Fordyce  to  tlie  cooi* 
tniffioners  in  1782,  that  all  his  property  had  been  conveyed 
to  truftees  for  the  treafury,  to  cover  his  default^  amt  that  he 
]iad  been  fufiered  to  retain  his  place,  fubjed,  however,  to 
the  .diredions  of  Uie  lords  of  ^he  treafury,  and  of  the  lord 
advocate  of  ^kx>tland.  The  experience  of  twenty  years  bad 
proved,  that  neither  were  to  be  relied  on.  Since  that  pe* 
riod,  only  60001.  had  been  paid  in  February  1800.  A  iom 
of  80,6oOk  remained  due,  and  no  payment  bad  been  made, 
no  fieps  taken  by  the  tceafury,  though  prefled  thereto  by 
the  committee  in  1802^  and  the  commiitee  of  finance  in 
1797.  He  had  heard  that  Mr.  Fordyce  poiTefled  a  large 
eftate,  which  aflbrded  him  ^  qualification  for  a  feat  in  that 
houfe,  which  feat  he  had  loft,  by  having  been  proved  too 
lavifh  of  his  money  at  the  eledion.  Why  had  not  the 
lords  of  the  treafui^y  applied  the  rents  of  this  eilate  to  pay 
up  his  arrears?  He  woiild  be  as  backward  as  any  man  to 
promote  p^rfecution,  .but  there  were  limits  to  clemency, 
and  it  fhould  be  recolleded,  that  this  money  had  been  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  fubje£t,  particularly  when  they 
were  laying  taxes  upon  the  moft  ncceflkry  articles  of  their 
fubfiftence.  Bciides,  Mr.  Fordyce  had  other  means  of 
paying  i  he  had  a  place  of  emolument.  No  blame  was  to 
be  imputed  to  Mu  Fordyce  in  this  refpeft,  but  to  the  mtnii^ 
ters  who  had  forced  him  into  the  criticifm  of  the  houfe. 
Tjiey  ought  to  have  kept  him  out  of  any  place  of  refponfi* 
lility  connefted  with  the  revenue,  as  the  noble  perfon  had 
done  who  had  removed  him  from  office ;  yet,  fenfible  of  his 
having  been  a  defaulter  from  misfortune,  had  promifed  him 
a  place,  but  uncpuncfted  with  the  revenue.     What  would 
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that  noble  perlbn  think  now,  if  he  fa w  that  gentleitian  em« 
ployed  in  a  (ituatioti  of  high  refponfibilitv  for  managing  tb€ 
civil  department  of  the  navy,  if  be  heard  the  prefent  Chan* 
cel4or  of  the  Exchequer  reprefent  him  as  the  fitteft  peffon 
for  that  office?  The  hon.  member  then  ftated,  that  ther« 
Was  au  accumulation  of  intereft  for  five  years,  amounting  to 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  which  he  adverted  to  becaufe  no 
notice  had  been  taken  of  it  by  the  lords  of  the  treafury. 
As  to  the  impropriety  of  emubying  this  gentleman,  though 
he  bad  at  iiiil:  intended  to  iubmit  a  refoiution  to  the  houfe 
on  that  bead,  he  wSis  difpofcd  to  wave  it  for  the  prefent. 
The  hon.  gentleman  next  adverted  to  the  beneficial  labours 
and  exertions  of  the  commiifioners  of  naval  inquiry,  whofe  . 
fo^eftions,  if  followed  up  by  parliamentary  meafures,  had 
been  reprefented  by  a  gallant  admiral  (Admiral  Markliam) 
as  likely  to  fave  one  third  of  the  expence  of  the  navy.  He 
charged  a  more  than  dubious  hofttlity  to  the  parliamentary* 
board  on  mtnifters,  and  an  intention  to  tranfmit  its  funAions 
to  the  royal  commiflion,  which  was  not  fubjeft  to  the  con- 
trol of  parliament ;  and  concluded  by  moving*  that  a  com- 
mittee be,  appointed  to  examine  and  inoulre  into  the  pro- 
{lerty  df  Mn  Fordyce,  whether  it  was  a  recuritv  to  the  pub- 
ic for  his  debt ;  and  for  a  variety  of  other  inquiries  relating 
to  the  fieps  that  had  been  taken  by  the  lords  of  the  treafury, 
the  fums  that  had  been  paid,  and  the  prefent  amount  of  the 
debt. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wiflied  to  call  the  atten* 
tif>n  of  the  houfe  to  the  nature  of  thistranfaAion.  The  hon« 
memBer  had  changed  the  objeft  which  he  had  firft  let  nu( 
with,  and  he  underftood  him  to  confider  the  fituation  of  Mr. 
Fordyce  as  arifing  out  of  misfortune.  Bot  he  could  ftate  that 
it  had  not  been  the  opinion  of  the  adual  government  wbidi 
bad  removed  him  from  office  that  he  was  unworthy  to  be 
trufted,  though  they  had  declined  employing  him  in  a  fitua* 
tion  conne^ed  with  the  revenue.  He  held  no  fuch  fituatioa 
at  prefent.  He  had  held  a  very  laborious  office  in  a  com- 
miflion to  inquire  concerning  the  lands  of  the  crown»  ap« 
pointed  at  the  inftance  of  that  boure  ;  his  name  had  been 
lubfcribed  to  reports  made  to  the  houfe  on  that  fubjeA,  and' 
parliamentarv  meafures  had  been  grounded  on  fuch  re*. 
ports.  He  tnen  held  an  executive  office  for  carrying  thefe 
measures  into  effect,-  and  bad  produced  as  great  a  practical 
reform  as  had  ever  been  effect^  in  any  department.  The* 
rovenues  d[  crown  Ia&d||  which  tben  had  bcm  ridiioed  to  six 
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thousand  pounds*  h^i  by  his  management,  been  raised  shi€« 
ip  forty  thousand  pounds,  which  would  increase  in  the,  pre^ 
sent  year,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  amount  to  some 
l^undred  thousands.  This  he  stated  to  she\v^  that  Mr.  For** 
dyce  was  not  a  person  unworthy  to  he  trusted,  and  tt^at  his 
Seing  In  arrear.had  arisen  from  misfortune  only,  as  well  as  that 
the  public  bad  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  talents  and  services. 
His  misfortune  bad  arisen  from  the  failure  in  three  successive 
instances,  of  his  agents,  one  of  whoivi  had  not  been  pf  his 
selection,  but  recommended  by  the  late  Lord  Rockinghaqn,  as 
collector-general,  and  therefore,  in  fairness,  he  ought  not  ta 
be  accountable  for  the  fourteen  thousand  pounds  which  now 
remained  unsatisfied  of,  his  default.  Another  failure  had  arisen 
from  tlie  bankruptcy  of  a  hpuse  in  which  A^r.  Fordyqe  had 
vested  certain  sums  of  money,  arising  ficorn  the  sale  of  for- 
mted  estatas  in  Scotland,  which,  under  the  act  of  X770>  be 
was  made  the  medium  for  conveying  to  the  treasury.  By  this 
failure,  which  happened  a  short  time  before  he  was  removed 
from  his  offices  though  it  did  not  add  considerably  to  his  of* 
fict^arrearst  he  lost  a  sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds.  Under 
these  circumstances  wher>  addressing  so  enlightened  am  as* 
sembly,  and  as  the  origin  of  this  tra^a^ion  was  historical,  he 
ti^ttsted  that  the  question  would  be  considered  without  any 
view  to  party  ol^clj  though  the  hon.  gentleman,  in  the  latter 

Sn  of  his  speech,  had  appeared  to  give  it  that  c€ttiplcxio& 
e  had  a  right  to  consider  the  case  of  Mr.  Fordyce  as  a  case 
of  hardship.  He  had  been  left  large  sums  in  debt  by  the 
failure  of  ag<^ts,  and  from  that  hour  no  balances  had  been  in 
band  upon  which  interest  could  accrue.  He  had  been  treated 
with  forbearance^  and  that  forbearance  had  been  continued <o 
him,  first,  because  his  default  had  arisen  from  misfortune  i 
and,  secondly,  because  rigorous  measures  would  have  ruined 
him,  and  thereby  have  prevented  the  public  from  receiving 
^ose  payments  which  he  should  presently  state.  The  hon«. 
member  had  represented  the  arrear  of  Mr.  Fordyce  as  ninety 
thousand  pounds.  It  h^  been  more,  but  was  soon  reduced  t<K 
^lat  sum.  Before  17^71  2000I.  had  been  paid  out  of  his  se* 
parate  property^  and  since  Socol.  There  were  27,000!.  due 
on  bond  within  the  present  year,  i  i,6oqL  before  Uie  25th  of 
^Jils  n^onth,  the  remainder  iu  July,  except  4qcqI.  in  Decern* 
ber.  He  had,  besides,  by  his  talents^  genius,  and  industry* 
whi;ch.had  beoi  of  adTantage^o^the  public^  acquired  additicmal 
ipeans  of  paying  his  debt  ^  and  he  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the 
£on.anover,  or  of  ax\y  l^on^^gcntlcnunnoiirhimj  v^thcr,  ui 
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m  cse  of  wich  mtsfortttict  it  would  have  been  right  to  predk 
him  rigorottsly^  The  •uni&  he  had  acquired  by  his  employ* 
mem  h»i  been  applied^  not  to  his  lise,  but  to  pay  off  his  ar» 
Years.  Upon  these  groaads,  he  saw  no  reason  of  complaint 
mgainstthe  present,  or  any  former  goremment,  for  having 
employed  tUs  senttemah,  nor  any  ground  for  parliametitary 
iBterferencti  They  ali  knew  the  amount  df  his  debt  in  17971 
and  nothiiig  ^#as  so  easy  us  for  any  member  to  move,  thait  there 
be  laid  before  the  house  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  sums 
that  had  been  paid,  of  the  stqps  that  had  been  taken,  and  of 
•the  sums  now  doei  afisr  wJach.  it  would  be  competent  to 
move  for  an  iuq^'^f  if^  gentleman  riuiuld  think  it  nctes-^ 
eary •  He  ^hooU  himsdif  mdire  for  these  important  documems. 
'Hie  149O00L  ought  not  to  be  charged  to  Mr.  Fordyce,  and  tt 
to  the  Other  iaihires,  there  were  edicts  that  would  be  finally 
avaihble*  Mr.  Ford3roe,  too,  had  an  estate  in  the  island  of 
Grenada  whkh  yielded,  two  hundred  hogsheads  of  sugar  aiw 
nually,  «id  would  have  been  sobgect  to  his  arrears^  till  tht 
cahmrty  wlticb  had  called  fer  the  indulgence  ^daid  df  piM^ 
lianeuf  in  .favour .of  thi  saSkren.  The  estate  iraa  n<lw  likdy 
to  be  prodnctif^  but  this  ciitomstanee  entitled  the  hon^gen:- 
tleman  to  the  ferbearancb  of  government.  '  As  to  the  appoint- 
unent  of  Mr.  Fordyce  ou  the  coinmissibn,  it  iiad  been  at  the 
<lesire  of  Si^  Charles  Middletou,  wifch  whom  he  had  aeted-aa 
c6mptraller  of  the -navy,  and  every' one  would  beariesriolony 
to  the  mcritiaAd  abilities  of  that  horn  baronet.  The  object  ik 
thecommiision  was  to  fnmi  a  digest  of  the  reguladmis  of  the 
difieDeat  royal  vs^nls,  and  they  had  no  discretion  or*{Miwer  to 
obstriict  atay  reform;  aud  he  looked  upon  it  as  no  proof  eif 
hostility  to  any  practical  reform,  rhat  the  hon.  baronet  wh# 
liad  first  suggfeiited  the  aaval  commission  of  inquiry  was  ap- 
pointed to  d^Toyal  corinnissjon.  After  a  few  observations  rtf* 
lative  to  the  reports'  not  hawing  been  fiiliowed  upi^y  any  (ut^ 
ther  measuresf  the  right  hofu  gemleman  concluded  by  declaim 
ing  that  so  pvriiamencary  ground  had  been  laid  for  the  mo^ 
tion,        .. '^    ^  '       ; 

Mr..  FoK.begged  to  have  it  usnkvscood,  upon  what  ground 
he  did  notw^htlse  ||entlemau'who  was  t\kt  object  of  the  mo- 
tion of  him  Iialn.  firioKito  fauve^  been  tmj^ytdL  It  was  not 
jsecause  be  dkobgheiiim  unworthy  «o  be  trusied,  but  beca^sfe 
lie  was  ia  aiatbatioM  of 'mtsfortone,  mid  therefore  in  ai  state  of 
dependance  ou  hit  majesty's  nuiHsters.  The  commission  wfl^ 
appointed  to  make  suggestfons  to  govemmem,  and  might  thiy 
Aot  havo  to  repoit  on  such  parts  as  some  at  kaat  of  his  maje^*- 
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.fir's  minitto^  might  be  no  friends  to  ?  However  that  .might  be* 
he  was  sm«  that  no  man  in  a  state  of  absolute  subjection  to  the 
.power  of  ministers,  could  report  witk  that  sturdy  indepea*- 
dence  which  ought  to  characterize  the  conduct  of  a  public  re- 
fopner.  He  hid  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Fordyce,  but  he  had  no  doubt  of  his  being  a  gentleman  of 
jtalent»  abtlitj,  and  merit.  He  thou|:fat  the  house  ought  to 
be  obliged  to  his  hon.  friend  for  having  brought  ferwtfd  the 
business*  Neither  had  Mr.  Fordyce  any  reason  to  complain 
that  the  sutyect  was  agitated,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  him  an  op- 
•aortuttity  of  making  loiown  those  favourable  circumstances  of 
•his  case  which,  were  unknown  before.  Whether  the  facu 
.should  be  laid  before  the  house  by  motion,  or  ascertained  by 
'  the  inquiry  of  a  committee,  amounted  to  the  same  thing ;  he 
abould  therefore  not  differ  from  the  proposition  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite.  He  was  incUned  to  agree  in  the  opi- 
4U0n,  that  Ac  case  of  Mr.  Fordyce  was  a  case  of  pure  misfor- 
.tune.  He  had  himself  a  recollection,  so  well  as  he  could  re-* 
.eoUect  events  that  occurred  forty  jesrs  ago,  of  die  failure  of 
•llie  first  agent*  Cockbum,  who  had  been  so  strongly  rccom*- 
teen4ed  to  Mr.  Fordyce,  and  the  result  of  his  recollection 
.was,  that  thecircunxstances  aflRirded  a  case  of  very  strong 
equity  in  fiivour  of  Mr.  Fot^cc  As  to  the  case  of  Mr.  For- 
dyce the  banker,  hb  fuhnre  was  a  misfortune  of  such  an  ex-' 
tent,  as  to  produce  an  effect  really  astonishing^  It  would  be 
rather  sur|»ising  how  he  should  be  able  to  tpak  to  the  cir- 
cumstances* He  had  accidentally  happened  a  few  days  back  to 
read  over  the  copy  of  a  letter  from.  Mr.  Garrick  to  a  friend 
of  his  in  the  West  Indies,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  rci- 
ceipts  of  the  theatres  had  materially  fidlen  off^in  conse<|uence 
td  the  widely  diffused  effisct  of  the  £ulure  of  Mn  Fordyce.  If 
the  effect  of  that  failure  was  so  great  that  the  minute  pleasures 
^a  great  part  of  the  public  were  depressed  by  it  in  so  percept 
tiUe  a  degvee,  he  did  not  wonder  that  a  person  in  Mr.  For«- 
.dyce  s  situation  suffered  by  it  materially.  It  appealed  lurther 
that  Mr.  Fordyce  constantly  exerted  himself  to  make  good  his 
deficiency,  but  that  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  particu- 
larly the  unfertunate  circumstances  respecting  Greqada,  had 
prevented  his  arrangements  Bfom  proottding  in  the  manner 
that  was  to  be  desired.  From  what  was  stated,  there  was  rea- 
son to  believe  thati  in  process  of  time,  every  thing  that  could 
be  wished  would  be  done.  It  was  therefi^re  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  that  no  interruption  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Foiw 
'  4yce's  managOQ^t  of  his  means  of  clearing  qff  the  arreara. 
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The  fiicts,-  however^  ought  to  be  laid  before  diq  hMise  ia  a 
parliamentary  way.  The  r^ht  hon.  gentleman  bad  «tatrd  the 
&cts  dearl^t  and  promised  to  produce  the  documents ;  whea 
they  vere  prbdnced, .  the  hoose  would  be  enabled  to  judge  of 
what  «ras  now  but  matter  o£  belief  and  of  opinion.     . 

/  The  Cbane^Uor  9f  th  Exchequer  rose  merely  to  reply  to*  the 
observation  that  luid  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
outset)  with  respeA  to  persons  appointed  by^gocvemment^  or 
having  expectations  from  government,  being  YiWtXj  to  have 
the  same  view  as  the  governo^ent  itself  on  every  subgect  'on 
which  jtidgment  was  to  be  exercised^  The  hon.  gentleman 
Was  much  mistaken  if  he  conceived  these  commissioners  were 
to  exercise  their  inquiries  on  subjects,  with  respect  to  whack 
the  government  was  likely  to  have  a  bias.  Their  attcntiou'wai 
to  foe  directed  entirely  to  the  naval  department. 

The  Secrttary  at  fFar  thought  himself  called  upon  ta  states 
tha(  Sir  C.  Middleton  had  refused  to  undertake  the  task  e^ 
trusted  to  tins  commission^  unless  Mr.  Fordyce  were  alse  ap- 
minted  on  it;  and  this  from  the  opinion: Sir  Gharies  had 
formed  of.  the  talents  and  capacity  o£  Mr.  J'oklyce,  in  a  for* 
mer  service  in  which  he  had  been  assochucd  with'hiau«^  Asa 
proof  that  Mr.  Fordyce  had  devoted  all  hb  eaiotuments  to  the 
discharge  of  his  arrears,  he  instanced  the  case  of  a  sum  of 
twenty^-five  or  twehty*six  thousand 'ponnds'aeamng-ta  han^ 
wfaidi  he  refused  to  appropriate  to  a  provisiea  for  his  farge 
family,  notwithstanding  the  recommendations;  of .  some  of  ^'& 

•  friends,  preferring  to  transfer  it  immediately  to  the  exchequer 
fonthe  (tischarge  of  his  deist. 

Mr.  Johnstone  insisted  strongly  on  the  right  of  inquiry  Inta 
any  defaJcation  of  the  public  money.  The  aegl^nce  both  of 
bte  as  wellasthe'present  loads  of  tfartreasury«ras  the  strongest 
inducement  to  vigilance .  on  the  part  of  the  house.  The*  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  held  outaplendid  promises  to  the  bonset 
of  the  re^payment  of  what  Mr.  Fordyce  owed  to  the  public  ; 
fantthere^wasno  reasonable -prospect  of  their  being  realized. 
After  the  report  of  the  finance  committee  in  1 797,  the  pnbUc 
were  led  to  believe^  that  before  ihis  tame  the  incumbrances  of 
Mr.  Fordyce  would  faaive been*  semaved.  The&ct  was,,  how^* 
ever,' that  after  the  Japse  nf  eight  yeai^s,-  thedcbt  was  as  consi^ 
derafaic  as'whotthe  repdrtiieli^aUddedtoh^dbeen  formed! 
Conceiving  then  that  this  was  a  subject  highly  fit  for  the  in« 
terference  of  the  house,  he  felt  himself  called  on  to  suppor' 
the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Crccvey)  however,  on  the  understanding  th;\l  the  chnn* 
•   '  .  rellor 
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eeUor  el  the-ezehequer  would  biinself  move  for  iqferaiatiofi 
011  the  9ub9eGt>  consented  in  .the  mean  time  to  withdnnr  Mi 
motion, 

Mr.  Grey  gave  notice,  that  an  hon.  friend  pt  his^  then 
absent)  meant  to  snbmit  to  the  House  a  motion  on  the  subject 
of  tte  tenth  report*  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  imfuiry. 
From  the  imjportance  of  the  motion,  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  give  that  eariy.  notice.  The  notice  was  fixed  for  Thursday 
fortnight.  v 

On  the  naotbn  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  there« 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  legacy  duty  bill  was  brought  up. 
After  some  few  objections  from  Mr.  Grey,  on  the  absence  61 
lome  gendemenwho  intended  to  ofier  their  sentiments  upon 
k»  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday. 

The  Irish  excise  duty  bill,  the  Irish  stamp  duty  bttl,  the 
^h  postage  bffl,  the  Irish  malt  and  spirit  duty  biU,  and  the 
Irish  customs  duty  bill,  went  through  committees.  The 
f^qKnrts  were  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  dily •  In  the 
Committee  on  the  last. 

Air.  F^siet  consented,  from  respect,  to  the  o{Mnions  of  so 
many  Irish  members^  to  discontihue  the  six  per  cent,  duty  mi 
Irish  retaL  imports.  He  believed,  however,  mid  expected^ 
that  Oft  a  revision  of  the  Ei^lish  duties,  it  would  be  fimnd 
proper  to  impose  something  of  this  khul  in  Ireland.  The 
other  tax  that  was  obgccted  to,  the  tax  on  timber,  hethmi|ght 
so  unexceptionafaly  fiur,  that  heivouid  persevere  in  it. 

Sir.John^tu^on  repeated  \m  former  objections  to  this  tax, 
which  he  thought  was  calculated  to  discourage  the  growth  of 
timber  in  Ireland,  and  to  defeat^  the  produce  of  the  tax  itsdf 
by  diminishing  the  import.  The  producd  of  the  tax  on  win« 
dows  and  auctions  would  so  bat  etoeed  the  estiaaate,  that  the 
tax  on  timber  would  not  be  wanted.  He  iherefiDfO  moved 
that  this  tax  should  be  struck  out; 

.  The  ^estion  being  put,  there  appeared  for  Sir  JirimNeir* 
port's  motion  34,  against  it  89^-^Majority  55^  The  bill  of 
course  went  forward. 

Mr.  Thoniton  |pve  notice,  that,  on  Thursday  next,  he 
wouid  mo¥e  to  fix  a  day  for  the  esich»qre  of  lists  of  die  dis* 
puted  votes  on  the  hte  Middlesex  dection. 

The  other  oidei^of  the  day  wore  disposed  o£    Adgomed* 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

WfiDNE^AY,  MARCH  ao. 

Counsel  were  heard  for  the  appdlaiut  in  the  zpfal  from 
the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  Rocheild  of  Inverleith» 
against  Sir  Alexander  Jianloch  of  Gilmerton.  Postponed 
tiU  Friday. 

The  marine  mutiny  biU  went  through  a  committee)  and 
was  ordered  tp  be  rq>orted. 

The  Bishop  of  Oxford  brought  in  a  bill  for  allowing  cer* 
lain  colleges  in  the  universities  to  purchase  advowsons^  whkh 
was  read  a  first  time. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,    MAKCH  20. 

'  A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a 
commissioner  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  shire  of  Wig- 
town, in  the  room  of  Andrew  Macdooall,  esq.  who,  since 
his  election^  has  accepted  of  the  office  of  one  of  the  stewards 
of  the  Chiltem  hundreds. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  for 
Ireland,  presented  a  list  of  the  reversionary  grants  of  offices 
which  have  been  made  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdomt 
from  the  1st  of  January  1795.  Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  die  house  went  into  a  com- 
BUttet  on  the  laws  relating  to  the  privileges  which  were 
granted  to  foreign  ships  during  the  last  war,  on  the  subject 
of  the  capture  of  prizes. 

Upon  the  house  being  resumed.  Lord  Lovaine  (the  chain- 
man  of  the  committee)  reported  the  resolutions  to  the  house^*  ^ 
and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  biU  in  pursuance  thereof. 

The  act  for  allowing  the  importation  of  merchandise,  the 
property  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  America,  in  neutral  ships^ 
was  also  refrrred  to  a  committecy  and  a  bill  ordered. 

Mr.  Rose  gave  notice  that  he  Would  the -next  day  mpve^ 
that  the  house  resolve  itself  into*  a  committee  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  order  of  council  which  had  been  issued  on 
the  r5th  iost.  for  piermitting  neutral  ships  to  trade  from  Eng* 
land  to  Spain  and  from  thence  to  England. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  moved,  that  the  order  for  the  house 
goinff  into  a  committee  on  the  Isle  of  Man  trade  iq^ubtioii* 
hjll  &ould  be  postponed  to  that  day  se'nnight. 
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Mr.  Crrevqf  obsenred  that  the  act  was  to  jmake  several 
daties  permanent  which  had  hitherto  been  only  annual^  with 
respect  to  that  island.  The  people  there  had  not  had  time  to 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  measure*  He.  therefore  saggesied 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  a  sufficient  time  fer  them  to^ 
obtain  that  information  before  the  biU  proceeded  further. 

'  To  this  the  hon.  mdvcr  acceded,  and  Thursday  the  ijth 
of.April  was  appointed  for  committing  the  bill. 

The  exchequer  bills  bill  and  the  Irish  spirh  warehousing 
bill  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mn  Huskisson  brought  in  the  bill  for  repeating  the  law* 
which  restrains  the  issue  of  small  notes  in  England.  It  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  passed  through  a  committeet 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next^  day. 

RECULATION  OF  PRIZES. 

SirWUIiauk  Sc9tt  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  seamen,  and  the  better  manning  of  h]» 
majesty's  navy.    He  stated  the  object  and  principle  of  the 
bill,  the  brief  substance  of  which  is,  tst,  to  regulate  the  de« 
scription  of  people  who  shall  be  considered  entitled  to  prizes  ; 
adly,  to  describe  thd  functions  of  the.  court  which  shadl  have 
to  decide  upon  the  different  cases;  and  3dly,  to  rebate 
the  nunagement  of  such  property,  and  the  distributipn  of. 
the  prizes  after  they  shall   have .  been  adjudged,     tlpoa 
the  i}t  head  he  only  remarked  that  all  right  relative  to  the, 
property  of  prizes  is,  by  the  constitution  of  this  countrvt 
vested  in  the  crown  \  and,  though  a  contrary  usage  has  pre* 
vailed,  it  is  only  from  the  spontaneous  wish  of  the  crown 
that  any  regulation  on  that  subject  can  be  made.    This  part 
of  the  bill  of  course  would  be  so  constructed  as  to  agree  ex- 
actly with  the  terms  of  the  royal  proclamation.    The  second 
part  is  governed  by  those  rules  which  are  generally  adopted, 
throughout  Eturope,  without  adhering  rigidly  to  any  muni- 
cipal regulations,  and  the  legislature  o£  this  country  has  al- 
ways been  very  delicate  as  to  any  interference  which  might/ 
have  a  ten4ency  to  |ive  such  courts  a  different  character 
from  that  which  jn  universally  admitted  to  be  the  best  among 
all  civilized  nations.    The  bill  would  therefore  make  very 
little  deviation  from  what  has  been  the  intrariable  practice  of 
such  courts.    Upon  the  third  head  he  dilated  at  some  length.  > 
The  foUoirizif  are  a  few  of  the  regulations :  to  compd  agents 
tQ  give  5a009U  security  for  the  fiuthfol  discharge  of  thrir 
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duty;  to  invest  captors  with  the  power  of  compdiiikg  agents 
to  vest  the  funds,  of  whibh  they  may  have  charge>  in  the  < 
hands  of  government }  to  order  that  agents  shall  produce 
their  accounts  to  the  captors  when  required  so  to  do ;  also 
that  the  agents  shall  keep  their  difierent  offices  open  two  days  - 
in  every  week  for  the  transaction  of  business  y  to  authorize  a 
more  summary  way  of  proceeding  in  the  court  of  admiralty^ 
and  at  a  less  ezpence  than  mariners  are  now  subject  to  in  the 
mode  of  recovering  what  they  may  be  entitled  to,  in  case  of 
any  dispute;  and  to  compel  agents  to  transmit  money  to 
claimants,  who  shall  be  at  a  distance  from  the  residence  of 
the  agents,  and  who  shall  be  fairly  entitled  thereto.  Upon^ 
the  whole,  he  observed  that  his  object  was  to  submit  to  the 
house  what  appeared  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  to  be  a  fair 
and  practicable  remedy  for  real  evil. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried  without  a  dissenting 
voice. 

The  Irish  excise  duty  bill,  the  stamp  bill,  the  malt  bill, 
and  all  the  other  Irish  tax  bills  which  passed  through  com« 
mittees  the  preceding  day,  were  reported,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  an  account  of  the  game  licences 
issued  in  Ireland  frxmi  the  ist  of  January  x8oi,  up  to  the 
prescnt.period,  be  laid  before  the  houses    Ordered. 

The  other  orders  were  then  postponed,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS.  ' 

THyasDAY,    MARCH  21. 

^  In  tjie  appeal  from  the  court  of  feflion  in  Scotland,  the 
Cari  of  Kinnoul  and  others,  againft  Mr.  Ramfey  Maule  and 
others,  the  Duke  of  Athol,  from  a  local  knowledge  of  the 
fifhings  on  the  river  Tay,  from  which  the  point  in  difpute 
originated,  delivered  his  opinion  for  reveriing  the  decree  of 
ihc  court  of  fcffion. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  however,  who  diC- 
tinguilhed  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  feilion,  which  was 
merely  one  of  a  podeflbry  nature,  from  a  finding  on  the 
merits,  the  decree  of  the  court,  of  feflion  was  affirmed  with* 
out  coOs. 

The  exchequer  bills  bill,  the  fugar  drawback  bill,  the  Irilh 
podage  duty,  excife  duty,  malt  duty,  damp  duty,  and  fpirit 

Voj-.  I.  1 805.  4  I  ware* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«I0  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [Com 


warehouiing  bills,  and  fevcrai  priv^ate  bills,  were  brought 
from  the  commons,  and  read  a  fiift  time. 

A  gentleman  from  the  cufiom  houfe  prefented  an  account 
of  tlie  balances  and  arrears  in  the  hands  of  the  different  coU 
}e6lors,  down  to  the' latcf^retvirns.-^ Adjourned, 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    MARCH  21. 

*  Mr.  Bulley,  from  the  exchequer  oiBce,  prefented  ac<« 
counts  of  the  amount  of  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent 
taxes  for  the  year  1804  ;  the  ftate  of  the  confolida^ed  fund, 
and  the  amount  of  the  funded  debt.  Ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bernard  gave  notice,  that,  on  the  25th  of  May,  he 
would  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  confederation  of  the 
petition  from  the  grand  canal  company  in  Ireland  ;  but,  on 
the  fuggeftion  of  bir  John  Stewart,  the  hoh,  member  con-r 
fented  to  have  it  jixed  for  the  6th  of  that  month. 

A  melTage  was  delivered,  from  the  lords;  ftating,  that  their 
lordfhips  had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  relieving  Lord  Joha. 
Thynne  from  certain  pains  and  penalties,  and  the  bill  for 
the'  better  regulation  of  the  marine  forces  while  on  (here, 
and  three  private  bills. 

Sir  Join  Newport  ftated  that  there  was  no  eftablilhed  pro-^ 
viiion  for  the  poor  in  many  parts  of  Ireland.  Lunatics  and 
idiots,  in  particular,  he  thought,  were  in  a  moft  deplorable 
iituation,  being  iii  many  places  fufiered  to  wander  at  large 
for  want  qf  a  fettled  place  of.abode  ;  and  in  that  (late  of  dif- 
trefs,  being  fqmetimes  driven  to  fuch  defperation  as  to  com* 
mit  crimps  of  which  they  would  not  otherwife  have  been 
guilty.  There  were  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fevcnty- 
three  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  now  confined  for  offences 
which  they  bad  committed  while  they  were  in  this  diftrefs- 
ful  fituation.  It  muft  be  obvious,  therefore,  that  fome  pro- 
vifion  is  ncceflkry  to  b?  made  fpr  the  fupportof  fuch  perfons, 
and  the  fecurlty  of  the  public.  With  a  view  of  efFeSing; 
this  moft  falutary  purpofe,  the  hon.  baronet  moved,  that 
leave  be  given  to  briiig  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ellablilbing 
of  four  alylums  in  Ireland,  one  in  each  province,  for  the 
f^pport  of  indigent  Ii^natics  and  idiots.  The  falaries  of  of- 
ficers, he  propofed  to  limit  to  iixty  pounds  a  year ;  that  no 
one  officer  whatever  fliould  have  more ;  and  that  the  charge 
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of  each  edablifhment  (hould  be  levied  ofFche  counties  Within 
the  province  by  the  different  grand  juries. 

Cotonel  Bagwell  feconded  the  motion,  and  related  an  anec- 
dote of  fome  violence  having  been  committed  by  one  of 
thefe  unhappy  perfons  near  ClonmelJ>  and  of  his  having 
been  committed  to  prifon  for To  doing  in  the  prefence  of  the 
member  himfelf. 

Mr.  Corry  fuggefted  that  the  expence  of  thefe  eftablilh^ 
ments  (liould  be  defrayed  by  iifues  from  the  exchequer,  and 
charged  to  the  particular  account  of  that  part  of  tt^e  united 
kipgdom. 

After  a  few  o^fervations  from  Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr,  Fofler, 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the.  bill. 

The  Irifh  cuftoms  and  excife  duty  bills,  and  all  the  other 
Irilh  tax  bills  were  read  a  third  timejond  pafledk 

The  fmali  notes  bill  was  reported,  read  a  third  time, 
aodpafled.  -  ' 

IR.ISH    LOAN    AND    EXCHANGE* 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  rofe  to  fubmit  his  motion  on  thh 
fubjeft  to  the  houfe.  In  bringing  forward  the  refolution 
which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to  propofe,  he  was  not  ao 
tuated  by  any  fentiment  of  hoftility  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man oppofite  (Mr,  Fofter.)  When  he  had  firft  called  the 
-  attention  of  the  houfe  to  thisfubjefV,  he  had  fiated,  that  the 
«xceffive  ifliie  of  paper  had  arifen  from  th6  reftriAion  of  if- 
fues  of  fpecie  from  the  bank,  and  had  produced  the  confe- 
quent  depreciation*  The  object  of  his  motion  was,  a  difap- 
probation  of  the  meafures  that  had  been  taken  by  the  com- 
mifitoners  of  the  treafury,  in  order  to  remedy  the  high  rate 
of  exchange.  Their  meafures  were  of  a  partial  and  tempos 
rary  nature,  anfwering  no  one  purpofe  propofed,  and  leaving 
the  exchange  in  precifely  the  fame  (late.  The  noble  lord 
here  read  from  the  papers  on  the  table  the  different  rates  of 
exchange  at  which  the  lri(h  treafury  had  offered  at  different 
times  their  drafts  upon  this  country,  from  eleven  and  a  half 
per  cent,  to  eight  one-third  at  par ;  and  contended,  that,  by- 
giving  their  drafts  at  par,  whilft  the  aAual  exchange  was 
thirteen,  or  at  Icaft  twelve  per  cent,  they  negotiated  the 
tranfmiffion  of  the  loan  at  a  lo(s  to  the  public  of  forty  thoii- 
fand  pounds  on  every  million,  and  he  (hould  a(k  whether 
this  was  fair,  legal,  and  regular?  An  expectation  was  enter- 
tained in  Dublin  that  the  meafures  of  the  treafury  would  re- 
duce the  exchange  to  par;  and,  confe<juentIyy  the  whole  of 
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the  funis  advertifed  bad  not  been  purcbafed  whilft  the  rate 
was  above  par ;  but,  when  the  accommodation  bad  been  of- 
fered at  par,  though  the  fum  wanted  did  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
tbottfand  pounds  wasfubfcribed ;  and  fuch  was  the  eagerneia 
and  avidity  to  projcure  a  (hare  df  it,  that  a  kind  of  riot  had 
taken  place  amongft  the  bidders  at  the  caftie,  which  re- 
quired the  military  to  fupprefs.  llie  houfe,  he  trufted,  would 
put  an  end  to  this  praAice  in  future,  as  it  had  produced  no 
advantage,  but  great  loi's  to  the  public.  The  reftridton  of 
calh  payments  hadcaufed  an  exceffive  iiTue  of  paper,  wliicb 
enabled  the  bank  directors  to  give  a  bonus  of  five  per  cent, 
laft  year,  making  the  total  dividend  on  their  Aock  twelve  per 
cent  He  (hould  aik  the  right  hon*  chancellor  of  tlie  ex- 
chequer under  what  poffible  circumftances  he  could  renew 
the  payments  in  (pecie  ?.  As  tlie  refirifiion  bad  now  ezifted 
during  a  period  of  peace  and  of  war,  as  the  effeft  of  it  was 
an  exceffive  iflue  of  paper,  and  a  confequent  depreciation  of 
it,  and  as  by  the  roeafures  purfued  by  the  Irifh  treafury,  a  lofs 
of  forty  thoufand  pounds  bad  fallen  on  the  public  in  every 
million^  and  as»  amidft  this  defolation  of  the  finances  oflre^ 
.land,  the  only  (lock  that  thrived  was  bank  flock,  be  fhould 
snove  his  refolutions,  **  that  it  appeared  to  the  houfe  that 
a  confiderable  part  of  tlie  fums  raifed  in  Great  Britain  for 
Ireland,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  J  804,  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  Ireland  bv  bank  of  England  poil  bills;  and  tfaat 
laid  bills  had  been  (old  in  Dublin  by  the  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury,  by  public  advertifement,  at  rates  inferior  to  thofe  at 
which  they  had  before  fold.''  The  other  refolutions  ex- 
preded  difapprobation  of  th^  cohdud  of  the  Irifh  treafury  in 
fo  doing. 

On  the  queftion  being  put  on  the  firfl  refolution, 
Mr.  Foxier  observed,  that  whatever  complexion  the  noble 
lord  might  put  on  his  resolutions,  they  amounted  to  a  direct 
charge  on  the  conomissioners  of  the  treasury  in  Ireland.  He 
bad  confounded  the  question  of  exchange  with  the  conduct  of 
the  treasury.  The  right  hoa.  gentleman  begged  to.  state  the 
nature  of  the  transaction.  A  large  loan  had  been  negotiated 
in  England  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  and  he  had  ap{died  in 
November  to  the  directors  of  the  bank  in  Ireland,  to  bring 
over  the  money,  which  they  had  refiised,lest  it  should  injure 
their  diaracter  for  impartiality,  as  some  of  them  were  con^ 
oerned  in  the  business  of  exchange.  The  commissioners  were 
obUgcd  to  Order  it  over  in  bank  of  England  post  bills^  which 

they 
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they  sold  in  Dublin.  They  first  advertised  a  sum  of  2ao»oool. 
at  1 1  and  a  half  per  ceiit.  but  only  17O1O00I.  were  subscribed. 
The  next  sum  they  advertised  was  of  the  same  amount  at  i  o  per 
cent,  and  only  1709O00L  was  obtained.  They  then  found 
themselves  under  the  necessity  d  disposing  of  the  bills  at  •par, 
v^ich  was  8  i-3d,  in  order  to  procure  the  sums  required  for 
the  public  service.  But  during  the  whole  of  this  period,  the  actual 
state  of  exchange  fluctuated  between  8  and  a  half  and  10  ori  i, 
to  which  it  had  in  one  or  two  instances  risen  for  a  short  time* 
The  noble  lord  could  not,  therefore,  make  out  that  any  loss 
had  been  sustained  by  the  public  by  this  ti^saction.  The 
question  of  exchange  was  not  regularly  before  the  house,  but 
he  would  be  indulged  with  an  observation  upon  it.  The  stale 
of  exchange  depended  on  the  general  balance  of  pecuniary 
transactions  between  two  countries,  and  in  this  respect  it  was 
favourable  to  Ireland  for  so  large  a  sum  of  money  having  bcca 
transmitted.  The  restriction  of  the  issues  of  specie  was  the 
primary  cause  of  the  un&vourable  state  of  the  currency  and 
exchange,  having  given  birth  to  a  species  of  speculators  in  exv 
change,  unknown  before,  but  whose  interest  it  was  to  keep  it 
high*  Another  cause  was  the  over  issue  of  paper.  In  the 
months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  the  bank  of  Ireland  diminished 
-its  issue  from  three  to  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  the  ex- 
change k\L  In  August  they  increased  it  again  to  three  mil- 
lions, and  the  exchange  rose.  The  same  consequence  had 
happened  in  1753,  from  the  breaking  of  the  bank,  and  in  the 
reign  of  King  William,  from  the  base  coin.  Where  guineas 
were  paid)  the  exchange  was  at  5  per  cent,  being  3  below  par* 
The  right  kon.  gentleman  contended  no  ground  had  been 
made  out  for  the  motion,  and  therefore  to  get  rid  Qf  it  moved 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  agreed  in  the  whole  doctrine  laid  down  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  to  the  causes  of  the  unfavourable 
state  of  theexchange  for  Ireland.  He  agreed  also  that  the 
motion  was  a  direct  charge  upon  the  treasury  of  Ireland.  But 
he  disclaimed  on  his  own  part,  and  that  of  his  noble  friend^ 
any  intention  to  make  a  charge  upon  the  right  hon  gentleman, 
whose  conduct,  if  brought  before  the  house,  would  entitle  him 
to  its  gratitude.  There  had  been  considerable  misconduct  in 
the  Irish  treasury,  in  their  management  of  bringing  over  the 
loan.  They  had  departed  from  the  usual  mode,  and  thereby 
occasioned  considerable  Joss  to  the  public.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  disclaimed  any  idea  of  lowering  the  exchange^ 
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though  the  expectation  had  prevailed  to  that  efiecty  as  ap« 
peared  from  the  full  sum  required  having  been  subscribed 
^  whto  the  exchange  was  lowered  to  par.  The  noble  lord  here 
read  an  extract  fron>  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Irish 
currency  and  exchange,  to  shew  that  it  was  improper  in  the 
loj^ds  of  the  treasury  to  interfere  with  the  exchange,  as  it 
would  encourage  jobbing,  which  had  literally  taken  place  in 
this,  case,  persons  having  bought  the  bills  and  resold  at  a 
profit.  He  should  therefore  vote  for  the  proposition  of  his 
iioMe  friend. 

The  Chafuellor  of  the  Exchequer  maintained  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Irish  treasury  had  been  correct,  as  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  commissioners  to  provide  the  money  for  the  public  oc- 
casions. It  was  a  perversioa  of  terms  to  infer  that  the  de- 
lureciatton  of  paper  had  any  real  effect  on  the  exchange.  He 
allowed  that  the  excessive  issue  of  paper  produced  a  depression* 
The  fact  was,  that  in  each  country  there  was  a  different  cir«- 
culating  medium,  and  the  depreciation  of  either  could  have 
only  a  nominal  effect  on  tlie  course  of  exchange.  The  re- 
mittance of  so  .large  a  sum  as  four  millions  and  a  half,  would 
have  had  the  effect  of  lowering  the  exchange,  even  if  the 
operation  of  the  Irish  treasury  had  not  taken  place.  The 
ground  of  the  noble  lord's  charge  of  a  loss  to  the  public,  ap« 
peared  to  rest  on  a  supposition  that  the  rate  of  actual  exchange 
would  have  continued  the  whole  time  at  13  per  cent.;  but 
was  it  to  be  supposed  the  Irish  treasury  could  have  procured 
purchasers  at  thirteen  per  cent,  when  they  had  failed  at  eleven 
aoid  half?  For  these  reasons  he  thought  that  no  ground  had 
been  laid  for  the  noble  lord's  motion. 

Mr.  Fox  was  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
allowing  that  an  excessive  issue  caused  a  depreciation,  and 
that  the  house  should  never  again  hear  the  fantastical  opinions 
that  paper  >Yas  not  depreciated,  but  the  value  of  gold  raised, 
as  Well  as  that  these  evils  proceeded  exclusively  from  the  re- 
striction on  the  bank.  As  iong  as  the  bank  paid  in  specie, 
there  had  been  no  excess,  because  in  that  case  the  issue  carried 
its  own  remedy  with  it,  being  payable  in  specie.  The  aiju- 
ment  here  was,  that  the  new  method  had  produced  an  eroct 
which  the  old  method  never  had.  Whether  the  loss  to  the 
public  was  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  between  eight  and  a 
half  and  thirteen  per  cent,  it  was  impossible  to  tell  now,  but 
he  thought  sufficient  ground  had  been  laid  for  the  proposition 
of  his  noble  friend. 

Jfr. 
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Mr.  Lee  contended  that  there  had  been  no  over  issue  of 
paper  in  Ireland,  and  defended  the  conduct  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury,  in  the  measure  they  had  adopted  for 
bringing  over  the  lop. 

Mr,  Alexander  concurred  in  the  sentiments  of  his  honour- 
able friend  who  had  just  sac  down,  that  there  had  been  no  over 
issue  of  paper  in  Ireland.  If  the  bank  of  Ireland  had  not  in- 
creased its  issue,  paper  would  have  been  issued  through  chan- 
nels with  less  security  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Jjhn  Latouche  stated  that  a  report  of'  great  notoriety 
had  prevailed  in  Dublin,  that  the  measure  of  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  was  to  lower  the  exchange ;  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  the  merchants  had  been  induced  to  hold  back  their 
money  in  expectation  of  getting  the  bills  at  two  per  cent,  less 
in  a  fortnight.  He  should  vote  for  the  motion. 
.  3/n  Grey  observed  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  ar- 
gued as  if  he  had  been  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  petting 
the  money  by  bank  post  bills,  or  in  the  old  manner  which  had 
been  condemned  by  the  report  of  the  committee.  But  it  was 
not  the  old  mode,  but  the  tampering  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  treasury  with  the  exchange  that  the  report  condemned.  It 
had  been  argued  that  efforts  had  been  made  to  get  over  the 
money  at  eleven  and  a  half  and  at  ten  per  cent,  imsuccessfully; 
but  the  answer  to  such  a  statement  wasy  that  two  millions  had 
been  drawn  in  the  usual  way,  without  having  produced  any 
effect  on  the  exchange.  When  it  was  well  known  in  Dublin 
that  a  certain  suni  was  to  be  sold  within  a  given  time,  the  na- 
tural consequence  was  a  reduction  of  the  price.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  should  vote  for  the  motion. 

Sir  Wliliam  Pulteney  made  a  few  observations  in  support  of 
the  motion ;  but  stated,  that  in  bis  opinion  it  had  not  been 
clearly  made  out  that  the  excessive  issue  had  any  effect  on  the 
exchange. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  was  of  opinion^  as  well  now  as  in  the 
committee,  that  the  excessive  issue  of  paper  was  a  cause  of  the 
unfavourable  state  of  the  exchange,  and  was  surprised  that  the 
hank  of  Ireland  had  not  taken  the  hint  given  in  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for, 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  briefly  replied ;  after  which  his 
resolutions  were  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  Secretary  atWar  presented  an  account  of  the  number 
9i  effecttvG  men-^ervIng  in  the  militi^f 

VOLUNTEERING. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  objeft  ef  the 
meafure  he  intended  to  propofe  was,  inflead  of  the  gradual 
reduAion  of  the  militia  to  the  original  eftabltfhment  of  forty 
thoufand  for  England,  and  eight  thoufand  for  Scotland,  to 
make  the  reduAion  imtbediately,  by  allowing  the  supernu* 
meraries  now  exifting  above  that  anaount,  ta  volunteer  into 
the  line.     By  the  returns  of  the  militia,  as  it  now  flood  for 
England  and  Scotland,  for  he  would  propofe  nothing  with 
refpeft  to  Ireland  at  prcfent,  the  amount  was  fcVtnty  thou* 
fand  men.'  On  reference  to  the  militia  ads,  it  appeared  that 
the  total  number  of  forty  thoufand  for  England,  an<f  eight 
thoufand  for  Scotland,  were  defcribed  as  privates,  in  wbtdi 
'  dcfcription  .corporals  were  not  included.     It  was  neceflkpr, 
therefore,  to  make  allowance  for  corporals,  who  were  in- 
cluded in  the  return  of  rank  and  file.     The  number  of  cor* 
porals  in  the  force  to  be  kept  up  was  two  thoufand  three 
hundred,  making  in  the  whole  number  for  England  and 
Scotland  fomething  abQve  one  thoufand.     Confequently  the 
difference  between  that  and  the  exifting  force  afforded  akoyt 
feventeen  thoufand  men  to  be  applied  to  the  augmeittation 
of  the  difpof^blc  force.     Notwithftanding  the  variety  of  opi- 
nions that  exifled  with  refpeft  to  all  military  meaiiires,  it 
was  a  thing  agreed  on  all  fides,  that  an  addition  of  feventeen 
thoufand  men,  to  be  made  in  a  moderate  time  to  oar  AfpoC- 
able  force,  would  be  a  great  and  important  acceffion  of  na* 
tional  flrength  in  the  point  in  which  it  was  moft  defirafole  ; 
]]e  would  fay  further,  at  a  time  when  the  etifting  circum* 
iiances  of  Europe  rendered  it  likely  that  our  difpofaMe  force 
could  be  employed  with  moft  advantage.    The  beneficial 
efFefts  of  the  meafure  would  be  flill  heightened,  becaufe  ic 
was  not  merely  men  that  would  be  gained  for  the  regular 
annyr  but  trained  and  difciplined  foldiers,  of  a  defcription 
far  beyond  what  our  regular  army  afforded  till  i0irithin  thefe 
few  years.    The  acqui^tion  would  be  thus  doubly  valuable. 
Great,  however,  and  defirable  as  thisacquifition  was  allowed 
to  be  by  all  who  exprefTed  their  fentlments  on  the  military 
ilateof  the  country,  he  would  not  have  defired  it  if  he 
thought  the  meafure  by  which  he  propofed  to  carry  it  into 
efFedl  was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be  attended  with  any  ferious 
detriment  to  the  militia  as  it  now  flarids,  or  as  it  was  allowed 
by  law  to  be   ultimately  fixed.     He  was  one  of  thofe  wlio 
held  the  unabated  zeal  and  unalienable  pride  of  tl)e  militia 
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headers  as  one  of  tfae  beft  points  in  the  country,  and  be  (hould 
he  farry  to  do  any  thing  to  impair  fo  valuable  a  fpirit.   The 
lioufe  and  the  country  were  called  upon  by  the  circuni- 
ftanccs  of  the  prefent  moment  to  carry  into  effed  the  detCF* 
miaation  formed  laft  feiRon,  that  the  militia  ought  not  to  be 
maintained  at  an  amount  more  than  forty  thoutond  for  Eng- 
land, and  eight  thoufand  for  Scotland*    This  determination  . 
had  been 'formed  on  the  ground  that  the  number  of  men  now 
locked  up  for  defehdve  purpofes  was  too  great,  with  a  view 
to  a  defcription  of  force  which  may  be  employed  for  the  de- 
fence of  Ireland  and  the  islands  in  the  channel,  and  fiill 
more  with  refpeft  to  a  difpofabie  force  and  the  means  of  re* 
cruittng  that  force.    The  commanding  officers  of  the  mili«- 
f  ia,  men  of  the  higheft  refpedrability,  had,  beiides,  concurred 
that  the  number  of  militia  officers  couid  no  longer  be  main* 
tained  confiftently  with  the  conftitotion  of  the  militia.   The 
ballot  fell  fo  heavy,  and  the  procuring  of  officers  was  fo  dif- 
ficult, that  the  warmeft  friends  of  the  militia  allowed  the 
hett  fervice  that  could  be  done  to  it  was  to  reduce  it  to  the 
original  amount.    On  thefe  coniiderations  the  houfe  bad 
pa&d  an  ad  in  virtue  of  which  all  vacancies  occurring  till 
the  militia  was  reduced  to  that  ftandard  were  not  to  be  filled 
up.     It  happened  that,  by  the  remotenefs  from  the  j>erma-* 
neat  cftabiilhment,  by  the  flownefs  and  uncertainty  in  tht 
approach  to  it,  by  the  fiuftuations  which  the  occafionaf  de- 
crease occafipned,  the  (Irength  of  the  battalions  was  liable  to 
conftant  variations,  and  the  companies  continued  difpro- 
portioned  in  their  firength,  fo  that  neither  could  be  counted 
upon  as  affording,  any  certain  force  to  be  calculated  upon  for 
any  ode  military  purpofe.    This  fluduation  was  a  further 
ground  for  the  redudion,  and  the  deficiency  of  officers,  not 
merely  officers  properly  qualified,  was  fuch  that  there  would 
be  not  more  than  fufficient  for  the  reduced  eftablifhment, . 
there  being  at  prefent  above  five  hundred  vacancies  for  of- 
ficers in  the  militia.     If  the  fuperfluous  men  were  in  the  end 
to  be  reduced,  if  while  they  remained  they  were  not  confti* 
tpted  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner  for  the  public  fervice^ 
was  there  ever  a  cafe  which  there  was  jufier  caufe  for  al- 
lowing to  be  canied  into  immediate  effect  by  volunteering^ 
which  was  the  ultimate  objeft  of  the  determination  of  the 
laft  feffion,  and  what  was  acknowledged  to  be  moft  ufeful 
and  defirabie  to  the  country  ?  It  was  generally  known  from 
report,  it  was  known  to  him  from  more  particular  authority, 
|hat  there  never  was  a  period  at  which  the  militia  were 
.   Vol.  L  1805/  4K  more 
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snore  defirous  to  give  their  fttUeft  fervices  to  thtnt  country'^ 
caufe,  if  they  were  permitted.  This  was^  in  truth*  the  mo* 
ment  at  which  it  was  moft  defirable  to  briog  forward  fuch  ^ 
propolition,  a  inomeot  at  which  be  wouU  be  juftiiied  m 
laying  no  difficulty  Aood  in  the  way  of  it,  if  he  had  not,  ffoio 
the  comoiuoications  he  had  with  the  commandiag  i>fhcerso£ 
the  militia  regiments,  learned  that  fume  of  them  were  adr 
verfe  to  it.  Much»  however,  as  he  refpe£ted  the  opinions  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  he  could  not,  in  compliment  to  tliem,  de» 
fift  from  a  meafure  which  his  public  duty  required  him  to 
carry  forward.  But  he  would  confult  their  feniiments  and 
wifhes  in  the  arrangement  as  far  aspoflible  confiftently  with 
his  duty,  and  it  was  a  fatisfa^tion  to  him  to  think,  that  the 
redudion  he  propofed  would  leave  the  militia  fliU  in  a  ftate 
in  which  its  fpirit  would  not  be  dimini(hed,  nor  its  charac- 
ter impaired,. in  a  ftate  altogether  fuch  that  its  commanders 
would  have  no  reafon  to  regret  the  change  that  would  have 
laken  place.  It  was  not  neceilary  in  this  ft^ge  o(  the  bufi* 
nefs  to  go  into  the  detail.  The  number  it  waa  propoied  to 
taHc  waifeventeen  thoufand,  out  of  fixty-e\gbt  thouiand  that 
were  now  embodied.  Thus  the  proportion  that  would  bf 
called  upon  to  volunteer  from  each  regiment  was  fuch»  that 
it  was  not  likely  to  deteriorate  the  part  that  remained.  The 
greater  proportion  would  remain,  and  may  be  compofed  o4 
or  may  include  thofe  men  for  whom  the  officers  had  a  pac^t 
diledit^n.  It  was,  indeed,  a  fatisfadion  that  the  militia  was 
fo  cpnftituted,  that  if  .its  own  officers  were  to  cbufe  the  mei| 
Ibey  were  to  retain,  the  remainder  would  be  highly  valuable 
to  the  army  ;  or  if  the  officers  of  the  army  were  to  feleft 
thofe  they  would  take,  thofe  who  would  remain  would  be 
fiiU  .valuable  for  the  militia.  The  mode  of  regulating  the 
volunteering  which  he  propofed  was,  that  when  the  quotas 
for  the  counties  (hould  be  fixed,  and  the  orders  fpecifying 
the  quotas  they  were  refpedively  to  furnifb,  a  time,  not  very 
)ong,  Ihould  be  allowed  to  each  officer  to  fele£t  thofe  of  the 
men  difpofed  to  volunteer,  with  whom  be  was  moft  willing 
to  partt  and  to  tender  them,  If  the  men  fo  tendered  ihouid 
Amount  to  four-fifths  of  the  quota  of  the  regiment,  the  Ttr 
giment  ftiould  be  reieafed  from  all  further  claims.  This  re- 
gulation  afforded  the  commt^nding  officer  the  means  of  ex* 
eluding  all  intervention  that  could  be  difagreeable  tp  his 
feelings.  If,  on  the  expiration -of  the  term  allowed,  the  pro* 
portion  of  four* fifths  of  the  quota  ftiould  not  be  furpifficd, 
^e  commanding  officer  was  ^o  have  the  liberty  of  fetting 
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apart  one-half  of  the  regiment  to  conftitute  the  foundation  of 
the  regiment  that  was  to  remain  to  biro :  th^  other  half  was 
to  be  handed  oyer  to  government  to  take  from  it  the  pro- 
portion of  volunteers  to  which  it  was  entitled,  the  remainder 
to  be  given  back  to  complete  the  regiment.  If  a  greater 
number  Ihould  volunteer  than  government  was  entitled  to 
taket  they  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  juft  proportion  by  bal* 
Jot.  For  example,  in  a  regiment  of  one  thoufand  men  to 
be  reduced  to  feven  bundred,^  tfae.commandingofScermay 
fet  afide  five  hundred  men,  to  whom  no  offer  could  be 
made,  and  who  were  to  remain  to  him  without  any  difturb* 
ance  whatfoever.  From  the  other  five  hundred,  government 
would  take  its  quota,  and  the  remainder  was  to  be  reftored 
to  the  commanding  officer,  to  form  his  regiment,  at  the  re* 
doced  eftabjilbment.  Out  of  6xty -eight  thoufand,  the  pre« 
lent  amount  of  the  effb£iive  militia,  thirty-four  thoufand 
were  to  be  fet  afide,  to  remain  untouched,  as  the  foundatioa 
of  the  fifty-one  thoufand,  which  would  form  the  whole  of 
the  reduced  militia.  When  government  would  have  takei^ 
its  proportion  of  the  other  thirty-four  thoufand,  that  was 
about  one  half,  the  remainder  would  be  re(fcored,  and  if 
four*fifths  of-  that  proportion  were  provided  and  offered  at 
the  time  limited,  tbe  regiments  would  remain  un4Jifturi3ed  by 
any  further  call.  Thus  he  fet  out  on  a  propofition  tliat  left 
no  room  for  jealoufy  to  the  commanding  omcers ;  and  what- 
ever inode  was  adopted  the  effe£t  could  not  but  be  defirable 
to  tbe  regular  army.  The  mode  he  propofed  feemed  alto* 
getber  tbe  bell  calculated  to  meet  the  wilhes  and  defires  of 
the  perfons  concerned.  It  was  not  necellary  to  enter  further 
into  the  details  of  the  meafures,  unlefs  any  gentleman  de- 
fired  information  on  a  particular  point.  When  the  bill  Ihould 
be  introduced*  he  would  feel  the  fame  deiire  to  attend  to  the 
fij^eftions  of  gentlemen  as  he  had  in  framing  the  meafurc 
in  tbe  firftinftancei  and,  above  all,  he  (bouldbe  careful  not 
todiminifh  that  fpirit  and  pride  which  was  the  rooft  benefi- 
4sial  charadleriflic  of  the  militia,  and  the  greateft  advantage 
the  country  derived  from  thofe  who  devoted  their  attention 
to  this  valuable  branch  of  the  public  force.  .  The  right  hon« 

!|entIemao  concluded  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biil 
or  aUowing  a,  certain  number  of  men  to  volunteer  fron^  the 
militia  into  his  njajefty's  regular  regiments. 
The  motion  bdng  read  from  the  chair, 
&fri  Ten^  rose  to  ask  of  the  right  hop.  gentleman  whe« 
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ther  Serjeants  from  the  regular  army  had  not  already  been  sent 
to  recruit  'from  the  militia  ? 

'fhe  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  reply,  stated,  that  he  had  no 
reason  to  think  that  any  such  proceeding  had  taken'  place. 
Orders  might,  indeed,  have  been  sent  to  dispatch  recruitiog^ 
parties  to  teireive  such  volunteers  as  presented  themaeWcs. 

Earl  Temple  rcisumed  by  arguing  that  this  very  proposition 
before  the  house  was  the  best  possible  proof  of  the  ineffici- 
ency of  that  defence  bill  of  the  right  hon  gentleman,  the  re* 
peal  of  which  he  had  so  vehemently  opposed.    Formerly  the 
militia  werie  only  to  undergo  a  gradual  reduction,  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  count  days  and  momhs  for  the  ac« 
complishment  of  what  his  bill  was  to  effect  for  the  recniitinj^ 
of  the  regular  army.    Now,  however,  these  expectations  were 
shewn  to  be  completely  £dlacioas.  and,  therefore,  ta  remedy 
this  defect,  the  militia  were  not  by  stow  gradations,  but  by 
one  blow,  to  be  reduced  to  the  number  of  forty  thousand. 
This*  he  maintained,  vras  grossly  unjust,  and  totaUy  contrairy 
to  that  principle  of  the  abolition  of  the  ballot  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  held  out  as  the  grand  recommendation  of  his 
bill.     Here,  however,  the  militia  being  reduced  to  forty  t&ou* 
sand,  to  which  number  it  was  to  be  kept  up,  the  ballot,  as 
soon  as  ever  any  vacancies  occurred,  must  com6  again  into 
operation.    Hanlly  twenty-four  hours  might  elapse  before  the- 
odious  exploded  system  of  ballot  would  be  required  to  keep 
up  the  militia  to  its  foil  complement.    The  right  hon.  gentle** 
man  had  rested  a  great  deal  on  the  general  conviction  enter- 
tained of  the  necessity  of  a  disposable  force.     He,  for  one» 
would  be  the  last  man  to  deny  the  existence  of  soch  necessity, 
but  he  did  not  on  that  account  foel  himself  called  on  to  admit 
that  this  disposable  force  was  to  be  obtained  in  the  way  now 
proposed.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  never  was 
there  a  moment  when  the  ardour  of  the  militia  to  volunteer 
into  the  regular  army  was  more  conspicuous.    On  this  subject 
he  had  a  few  observations  to  submit  to  the  house ;  but  he 
would  first  of  all  refer  to  the  pledges  which  the  militia  officers 
had  at  different  times  received  on  the  subject  of  any  foture 
reduction.   Under  the  former  administration  of  the  right  hon.. 
gentleman,  a  solemn  pledge  was  given,  that  the  idea  of  re- 
ducing the  militia  would  not  be  again  recurred  to.    He  knew^;  ' 
that  it  would  not  be  regular  in  him  to  allude  to  what  had. 
passed  in  the  other  house  of  parliament.    He  niight  be  per- 
mitted, however,  to  state  it  as  a-  matter  of  history,  that  a 
Koble  lord  in  another  placoi  who  was  then  in  administration^ 
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on  moving  for-extendiiig  the  militia- to  its  present  amountf 
did  also  give  a  solemn  pledge  that  the  system  of  the  militia 
should  not  henceforth  be  attacked.  These  two  governments 
were  hok  united,  and  he  would  not  take  upon  himself  to  de« 
termine  how  much  they  coincided  in  opinion.  He  was  much 
inclined  to  think  that  they  agreed  in  nothing  so  completely* 
as  in  mutually  forgetting  their  pledges  to  the  militia  officers. 
He  had  already  referred  to  an  observation  of  the  right  hon« 
g<intleman,  that  there  never  was  a  moment  when  the  militia 
were  more  inclined  to  volunteer  into  the  regular  army.  While 
such  a  statement  went  forth  to  the  public|.it  was  requisite  that 
the  real  state  of  the  case  should  be  explained.  At  a  meeting 
of  lord  lieutenants  of  counties,  and  gentlemen  interested  ia 
the  preservation  of  the  militia  system,  the  right  hon.  gtntle^ 
Kian  had  assured  them  that  every  thing  should  be  done  in  the 
genteelest  manner  possible,  and  that  all  pains  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  slightest  insubordination  in  tliat  part  of  the 
militia  whose  limited  services  were  to  be  continued.  But 
how,  in  point  of  fact,  did  the  matter  stand  ?  He  could  on 
this  subject  take  on  himself  to  assure  the  house  on  the  most 
unquestionable  authority,  that  means  of  a  very  improper  na- 
ture had  evok  already  been  resorted  to,  to  procure,  volunteers 
firoin  the  militia,  and  to  detach  them  from  their  colours.  He 
had  himself  the  honour  to  be  colonel  of  a  militia  regiment, 
and  he  had  been  within  these  few  days  informed,  by  the  ofH-. 
cer  wlio  commanded  in  his  absence,  that  recruiting  parties 
from  the  first  battalion  of  guards  had  actually  appeared  among 
the  men,  and  endeavoured  to  seduce  them  from  their  present 
ntuation  into  the  regular  army.  A  letter  had  been  written  on 
this  subject  to' the  colonel  of  this  battalion  of  the  guards,  and 
his  answer  was,  that  these  parties  had  gone  down  to  places 
where  militia  regiments  were  quartered,  with  the  express  view 
ef  receiving  recruits  from  these  regiments. — ^Wben  this  was 
notoriously  the  fact,  he  hoped  the  house  would  hear  no  more 
of  the  delicacy  with  which  the  militia  officers  were  to  be 
treated.  He  would,  on  the  contrary,  maintain  that  such  prac- 
tices as  those  he  had  just  alluded  to  were  the  most  degrading 
thai  could  be  conceived  ^o  the  feelings  of  the  militia  officers.  ' 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  often  talked  of  his  affection  for 
the  nuhtia;  but  he  left  it  to  the  determination  of  the  house 
how  far  such  declarations  were  entitledjto  any  degree  of  credit. 
Every  one  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  acts  relative  to  the 
militia,  seemed  rather  to  prove  that  he  was  anxious  for  the 
total  abolition  of  the  militia  system.   '  Could  there  be  a  greater 
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proof  of  this  than  the  practice  to  which  he  had  referred, 
which,  though  it  might  not  have  proceeded  directly  from  the 
r^ht  hon.  gentkman,  was  a  proof  of  the  general  disposition 
of  government  i  He  complained  too  that  courts  martial,  at 
weH  as  sentences  of  courts  martial,  were  suspended.  Though 
ke  allowed  that  this  was  fer  the  purpose  of  applying  the  new 
clauses  of  the  mutiny  act,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
such  a  sttspen^on  at  the  present  period  was  not  at  all  judicious. 
It  had  a  great  tendency  to  excite  a  spirit  of  insubordination, 
particularly  in  the  militia  regiments,  comlHned  with  those  arts 
of  seduction  which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  condemn  in  the 
severest  terms.  He  was  wholly  adverse  to  the  measure,  as  a 
£rect  tax  on  the  landed  interest.  Every  vacancy  that  occurred 
would  operate  as  a  fresh  tax,  and  this,  too,  after  the  solemn 
pledges  to  which  he  had  referred.  The  militia  were  now  to 
be  reduced  tp  forty  thousand,  but  how  did  the  house  know 
hut  it  soon  ought  be  reduced  to  twenty  thousand,  or  what 
arts  might  be  employed  to  encourage  volunteering  into  the 
iirmy?  The  noMe  lord  here  again  alluded  to  the  arts  employed 
tp  detach  the  militia  from  their  commanders,  and  touched  qir 
the  i^ed^es  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  those  present  at 
the  interview  of  which  he  had  already  taken  notice. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  to  order :  and    . 

The  Speaker  intimated  that  it  wbuld  not  be  regufau*  to  go 
into  any  discussion  on  a  confidential  communication. 

The  noble  lord,  with  all  proper  defe^nce  for  the  chair,  in* 
sisted  that  what  he  was  referring  to  was  not  of  a  confidential 
but  of  a  public  nature.  He  further  pledged  himself,  if  called 
on,  to  prove  every  one  of  his  allegations  at  the  bar  of  the 
house. — ^The  noble  lord,  after  a  few  more  observations,  tend-* 
ing  to  shew  that  the  measure  would  deteriorate  the  quality  of 
the  militia  a$  our  constitutional  defensive  force,  sat  dovm  with 
declaring ,  his  determination  to  resist  the  bill  in  every  succes- 
sive stage. 

Lord  Stanley  considered  the  measure  as  unfair  and  degrading 
to  the  militia  officers.  It  was  also  most  unjust  to  those  who 
had  provided  men  to  serve  as  substitutes.  He  insisted  on  the 
breach  of  faith  in  calling  for  another  volunteering  from  the 
militia.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself,  in  pn>* 
posing  the  gradual  induction  of  the  militia  last  year,  had  ex- 
pressly said,  that  good  faith  should  be  kept  with  the  militia. 
Could  he,  with  all  his  eloquence,  have  selected  no  term  but 
that  which  he  was  so  soon  to  violate  f 

The  Marqtdsfif  Vouglas^^eiintd  Jus  det«Qriiiiiiatio&  to  op. 
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pooe  the  ittettscure  in.  every  stage.  It  was  a  measure  that  -went 
to  destroy  the  constitution  of  the  xnilitia^  and  every  function 
belonging  to  militia  officers  and  militia  men.  It  went,  h^ 
mies,  to  r^ard  the  recruiting  for  the  )ine.  He  thought  it 
unfair  towards  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land,  that  altet* 
tliey  had,  at  an  enormous  expence,  raised  this  forces  to  serve 
them  in  their  homes,  it  was  turned  to  other  purposes,  leaving 
them  a  diminished  and  tmcertain  protection.  He  dwelt  otk 
the  degrading  situation  in  which  the  mUitta  colonels  were 
placed,  and  the  deception  pot  upon  them,  and  upon  the  coun* 
try,  which  was  told,  when  domestic  force  was  wanted,  that 
invasion  was  at  hand;  when  disposahle  force  was  wanted,  that 
invasion  was  no  longer  to  be  apprehended.  Alarms  wore  thut 
diumally  varied,  according  to  the  views  of  intrigue,  without 
any  r^rd  to  truth,  or  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  These 
volunteers  would  be  very  dear  recruits,  considering  the  bounty 
they  would  now  receive,  and  what  most  of  them  had  already 
received  as  substitutes. 

Mr.  Calcraft  wished  to  know,  whether  the  enlistment  into 
the  line  was  to  be  for  life,  and  for  unlimited  service;  and 
whether  the  quota  of  four^fifths  was  to  be  made  out  un<kr  the 
direction  of  the  colonels? 

&ir  James  Pukeney  thought  no  disadvantage  could  arise  to 
the  militia  under  the  regulations  proposed,  'ihe  reduction  of 
the  original  militia  was  for  many  reasons  desirable,  particu- 
larly as  it  would  render  the  battalions  more  effective.  Th€ 
greatest  part  of  the  glories  of  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war; 
was  owing  to  the  volunteering  from  the  militia  in  1799.  He 
hoped  some  regulations  would  be  adopted  as  to  the  size  of 
those  to  be  received  into  the  line. 

^  Colonel  Bastard  took  notice  of  the  three  reasons  alleged  for 
the  introduction  of  this  extraordinary  measure ;  namely,  the 
want  <^  men  foe  the  regular  army,  the  scarcity  of  officers  for 
the  militia,  amd  the  stated  ardour  of  the  men  belonging  to  tho 
militia  to  volunteer  for  the  regular  army.  Now,  as  to  the 
first,  he  conceived  it  to  proceed  from  the  inefficiency  of  the 
measure  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the  present  ministers,  fov 
the  augmentation  of  our  regular  army  }««^and  the  second,  he 
thought  a  very  natural  rcsuk  of  that  system  of  tampering  with 
the  militia,  which  had  obtained  of  late  years,  particularly  un<( 
der  the  auspices  of  the  right  hon.  mover  of  the  proposition 
before  the  house.  If  that  tampering,  of  which  this  proposi*e 
tion  was  a  part,  had  not  existed,  it  men  were  not  thus  se<^ 
4uced  from  the  niulttia  ^ter  they  w^re  fully  t^inedi  officera 
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wo«Id  not  be  wanting  for  that  bodj :  but  the  hxt  was,  ^bat 
the  country  gentlemen  were  sickened  and  disgusted  with  the 
jBulitb  in  consequence  of  the  praaice  alluded  to:  As  to  the 
:third  allegation,  that  many  of  the  militia  were  ready  to  vqIud- 
•leer  into  the  line — the  manner  which  seemed  tp  ha^e  boen 
taken  to  ascertain,  or  rather  to  excite  that  disposition,  had 
been  already  stated,  and  animadverted  upon  with  proper  se^ 
verity  by  a  noble  lord  (Temple).  To  what  that  noUe  lord 
had  stated  he  should  only  say,  that  it  appeared  to  him  abso- 
lutely  nothing  less  than  an  endeavour  to  excite  a  spirit  of  mu- 
tiny among  the  militia,  to  render  them  discontented  with  the 
force  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  to  which  they  were 
awom; 

Flecteie  si  nequeo  superos  et  cheronta  moiieb<K 

Ministers  seemed  resolved  to  stop  at  no  expedients,  to  respect 
no  boundary  however  venerable,  no  .institution  however  s»» 
ared,  to  attain  an  object  which  they  promised,  when  they  dis- 
placed their  predecessors,  to  accomplish  without  delay  or  dif* 
ficulty.  The  hon.  gentleman  camptimented  the  kte  econo- 
mical and  constitutional  ministry,  as  he  described  them,  for 
declining  to  lay  a  sacrilegious  hand  on  the  militia,  and  declared 
that  he  should  rather  see  the  militia  system  dissolved  alto- 
fgcthar  than  thus  mutilated  and  frittered  away.  He  conjured 
the  house  not  to  give  way  to  such  bills  as  the  right  hon.  gen*' 
tleman  who  proposed  this  motion  was  in  the  habit  of  bnng- 
sng  forward,  for  he  could  tell  them  such  a  £ict  with  respect 
to  a  jury  which  ^^s  impanelled  to  adjudge  compensation  bcr 
tween  the  crown  and  ah  individual  under  one  of  those  bills--^ 
(the  hon.  member  was  proceeding  to  state  this  £iict,  when  he 
was  called  to  order,  and  the  Speaker  informed  him  that  he  was 
travelling  from  the  question  before  the  house).  He  insisted 
that  the  militia  was  entitled  to  the  peculiar  patronage  of  par- 
liament and'  the  country,  as  the  best  calculated  force  to  resist 
foreign  invasion,  to  repress  internal  disorder,  and  to  form  a 
constitutional  check,  on  a  hired  army. 

Afr.  Fuller  was  surprised  that  any  gentlenuuTshould  attempt 
to  thwart  the  wishes  of  those  brave  men  belonging  to  the  mi- 
litia, who  manifested  a  disposition  to  serve  their  country  more 
eflfectuaily,.by  vdunteering  for  the  regular  army.  To  give 
full  effect  to  such  a  disposition  was  the  object  of  this  bill,  and 
therefore  he  would  support  it.  With  respect  to  the  militia 
system  itself,  he  thought  it  to  have  much  degenerated  from 
the  principle  of  its  original  establishment,  and  he  on  that  ac- 
(xwnt  approved  of  its  reduction.    He  considered  ridiculous 
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the  language  liied  with  rtgard  to  the  dangers  of  oui*  situation. 
"With  such  a  fbrce  as  we  hadj^  he  contended  that  we  had  no-  ' 
thing  to  feaf  /  With  500,000  men  in  arms,  and  a  high-spirited 
people,  there  waS  onl^  dne  thing  wiamted,  and  that  was^  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  oh  tlie  6lh6r  side  (Mr/ Fox)  should  take 
his  seat  with  the  right  hon.  proposer  of  this  motion,  to  ena* 
blef  us  to  bid  defiance,  to  overwhelm  all  the  dangers  that  me*- 
naced  lis.  Those  two  great  tnen  united,  we  should  soon  ex- 
tinguish the  po^cr  that  threatened  to  annoy  us — we  should 
soon  destroj'  the  Vessels  -On  the  other  side  of  the  water — wc 
should  speedily  clip  the  wings  of  the  bantam  cAiperor  that 
Commands  them. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequiry  in  reply  to  the  hdn.  geh««' 
tieman  (Mr.  Caf craft),  ktated,  that  it  was  proposed  by  the 
measure  he  meant  to  bring  forward,  to  leave,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  selection  of  the  men  who  should  volunteer,  entirely 
at  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  militia^ 
without  prescribing  to  them  any  form  of  proceeding  or  re- 
strictions whatever,  unless  some  of  obvious  necessity,  as  to  the 
si2c,  age,  and  health  of  men — or  allowing  the  interference  of 
regular  recruiting  officers  5  and  that,  when  any  batulion 
should  offer  four-fifths  of  the  men  required  from  such  batta- 
lion, no  further  step  should  be  taken,  under  this  act,  with  re- 
spect to  that  battalion  *,  that  is,  that  the  act  should  have  no 
further  operation  upon  it.  But  if  a  battalion  should  not  fur- 
nish the  complement  specified  within  a  time  to  be  limited^ 
which  would  be  ptoposed  in  the  committee,  that  in  such  case 
the  commanding  officer  should  set  apart  one-half  of  his  i*egi- 
xnent,  from  among  whom  the  regular  recruiting  officers  should 
be  at  liberty  to  obtain  the  number  required  under  this  act|  if 
SO  many  should  volunteer  for  general  service.  According  to. 
this  regulation,  the  officers  would  have  the  opportunity  of  re-, 
taining  their  jirime  men,  and  thus,  after  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion, they  would  have  in  their  regiments  two-thirds  of  prime 
men^  which  would  be  a  much  greater  proportion,  according 
to  the  strength  of  such  regiihdnts,  than  they  now  have.  From 
this  the  right  hon.  gentlem^ii  argued,  that  the  pride  of  the 
officers  of  the  itiilitia  had  no  reason  to  be  alarmed,  as  the 
means  would  still  remain  to  them,  by  their  own  selections,  to 
•  preserve  the  character,  appearance,  and  disciplijie  of  their  re- 
spective corps.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  remark  on  the  pledges  which  he  was  charged  with  having 
givefi  on  formei^  occasions,  not  to  interfere  with  the  militia  \ 
but  in  the  first  instance  he  begged  to  sisk^  whether  it  could  be 
Vol.  L  1805.  4L  seriously 
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sqiously  argued  that  the  pledge  of  any  man  or  any  minister 
should  tie  up  the  authority  of  parliament  ?  It  was  undoubtedly 
in  the  power  of  any  man  by  his  pledge  to  tie  up  himself^  but 
with  respect  to  the  pledges  alluded  to»  he  could  most  confi- 
dently say,  that  he  never  was  himself,  nor  did  he  knoW  of 
any  ministry  that  ever  was,  a  partj'  to  such  pledges.  He  was 
aware  that  when  a  measure  of  a  similar  nature  was  propcsxl 
on  a  former  occasion,  it  was  alleged  by  those  who  opposed  ir, 
that  the  intention  was  to  render  militia  officers  mere  drill  ser« 
jeants  for  the  army,  and  the  militia  itself  a  mere  passage  to 
the  line.  Those  were  ideas  which  he  distinctly  disclaimed,  as 
he  did  another  insinuation  at  the  same  time  from  the  same 
quarter,  that,  it  was  his  intention^  and  that  of  those  who  acted 
with  him,  to  recur  to  the  plan  of  volunteering  from  the  mili- 
tia on  every  ordinary  occasion.  Although  he  disclaimed  those 
things,  which  were  the  exaggerated  conclusions  of  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  he  never  gave  any.  thing  ix^  the  ^pe  of  a 
pledge  tliat  the  project  of  volunteering  firom  the  militia  would 
not  be  x^sorted  to  upon  any  future  occasion,  however  extraor- 
dinary. And  what  was  the  case  at  present? — Why,  that  par- 
liament having  already  decided  that  the  militia  should  be  re- 
duced to  a  certain  number,  and  it  being  aaually  on  its  passage 
to  that  number,  it  was  now  proposed  merely  to  accelerate  that . 
reduction,  and  more  quickly  to  accomplish  the  resolution  of 

Sarliament.  A  noble  lord  had  asserted,  that  at  the  time  the 
efence  act  was  proposed  last  session,  he  professed  to  "  keep 
good  faith  with  the  militia."  This  was  a  declaration  of  which 
he  certainly  had  not  the  slightest  recollection,  or  one  rather 
which  he  was  quite  positive  he  never  could  have  made.  Nor 
did  he'  conceive  how  the  occasion  could  have  called  for  any 
such  declaration.  In  proposing  the  reduction  of  the  militia 
to  40,000  men,  the  improbability  of  any  project  of  volun* 
teering  froni  that  body  for  the  regular  army,  when  so  reduced^ 
he  might  have  made  use  of  as  an  argument  to  recommend  his 
proposition ;  but  he  was  quite  certain  that  he  never  made  ax^y 
pledge  upon  th^  subject,  however  gentlemen  might  have  mis- 
understood him.  With  regard  to  the  statement  of  his  noble 
relation,  respecting  the  conduct  of  a  certain  recruiting  party, 
in  the  operation  of  his  candour  and  good  nature,  which  seem- 
ed rather  to  forsake  him  in  the  warmth  of  his  outset,  the  no- 
ble lord  was  pleased  to  acquit  his  majesty's  ministers  of  being 
a  party  tO  such  an  irregularity.  [Lord  Temple  nodded  dissent.3 
Then  surely,  said  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  the  noble  lord 
would  not  fairly  consider  government  responsible  for  the  mis- 
conduct 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


March  fl.]    -   VOLUNTEERING  FROM  THE  MILrriA.  627 

conduct  of  a  ifecrniting  party,  If^  however,  recruit indf" parties, 
in  their  zeal  for  the  service,  did;  in  towns  where  militia  regi- 
♦  xncnts  were  stationed,  behave  in  the  thanner  stated,  and  that 
.  such  conscqnencci  were  apprehended  from  their  tampering, 
that  was  a  strong  argument  for  carrying  into  operation  the  bill 
which  it  was  the  object  6!  his  motion  to  introdute— for  that 
certamly  was  the  best  way  to  prevent  such  effects.  That  re- 
gular officers  should  be  sent  to  the  difierent  quarters,  to  receive 
the  men  who  should  volunteer,  seemed  not  only  unexception- 
.able,  but  desired  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  militia^ 
•for  a  noble  lord  (Stanley)  had  observed  that  it  was  much  to 
be  wished,  for  the  sake  ot  discipline,  that  such  recruits  should 
be  taken  away  from  the  quarters  of  the  militia'as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Some  gentlemen,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  observed^ 
shewed  a  prodigious  desire  to  describe  every  measure  as  calcu- 
lated to  increase  the  burthens  upon  land.  But  he  hoped  that 
■the  landed  proprietors  possessed  too  much  sense,  and  were  too 
anxious  for  the  success  of  an  arrangement  designed  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  landj  to  be  influenced  by  such  allegations.  In- 
deed, if  it  were  not  for  the  apthorities  from  which  th^  came 
on  this  occasion,  they  were  too  frivolous  to  be  answered. 
How  could  it  be  seriously  maintained,  that  the  land  owners 
ought  to  be  discontented ;  or  that  their  burthens  would  be  in- 
creased, because  men,  who  had.  at  first  engaged  for  limited 
service,  were  now  ready  to  perform  more  than  they  originally 
promised  j  that  upon  receiving  a  bounty  from  the  state  they 
should  stand  forward  to  serve  their  country  more  effectually 
than  under  their  present  engagement  they  were  enabled  to  do  ? 
There  was  one  other  point  ot  which  he  should  take  notice  in 
the  observations  of  his  noble  relation,  although,  indeed,  the 
noble  lord  had  rendered  that  almost  unnecessary,  as  he  had 
answered  hin^self.  This  was  with  regard  to  the  order  for  sus- 
pending the  courts  martial,  and  its  tendency  to  break  down, 
discipline,  as  the  noble  lord  asserted.  But  the  noble  lord, 
himself  j  ajfterwards  stated  that  this  order,  of  the  issue  of  which 
he  {Mr.  Pitt)  never  heard  before  that  night,  was  sent  in  con- 
sequence of  the  alteration  recently  made  in  the  mutiny  biU, 
which  alteration  made  that  order  fair  and  necessary.  Howe- 
ver, as  that  bill  was  now  passed,  the  suspension  would  of  course 
cease.  The  noble  lord  was  enabled  to  go  on  with  any  trials 
that  he  wished,  and  bring  them  to  a  termination  also,  before 
the  bill,  to  which  the  motion  before  the  house  referred,  coilld 
be  carried  into  it  law.  But  lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  this 
bill  would  hflVcany  tendency,  as  it  seemed  to  be  apprehended, 
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to  encourage  inisubordination,  he  had  only  to  sute  that  it-w^ 
intended  to  make  special  provision^  that  u>  case  men^  under  a 
charge  of  misconductj  meant  ^  be  tried,  or  undergoing  a  tria), 
pr  under  any  sentence,  should  offer  to  volunteer  for  the  line, 
commanding  officers  should  be  invested  with  a  power  to  refuse 
thei^  discharge.  The  right  hon,  gentleman  concluded  with 
stating  that  u  hisLmotion  should  be  agreed  to,  it  was  hisxi^- 
tention  to  bring  in  the  bill  thatniglu«  move  it  to  he  read  a 
£rst  time  and  printed^  and  &^  the  second  readmg  for  Tuesday 
next. 

Lord  Templfj  in  explanation^  restated  hi6  former  a$sertion> 
that  the  recruiting  party  be  had  alluded  to  appeared  to  have 
had  authority  for  their  irregularity,  s^nd  therefore  government 
was  responsible  for  them.  ,  A«,  tp  ^he  order  respecting  courts 
'martial,  h^.sald  that  the;  ord^  wa&  not  on];?  ,for  suspending 
(:ourts  martial>  but  to  ju'^vint  the  exe^utioi^  of  sentences^  and 
%ht  holding  any  CQurt$i  martial  whatevejr^  ^ntU  further  orders. 

The  motioii  was  agre^  iq  without  a  di^u$ioo. 

The  ^mall  promissory  note  bill  w^ .  nea^  a  third  Ume  ai^ 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  brought  up  hia 
piilitia  rqiduction biUt  which  w;^ read  a  fir^tm^,  and ordeiv 
cd  to  \^  j>rimed. 

On  the  questbn  being  put,  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Tuesday,  it  was  contended  by  Lord  Tempkt  Lord  Dougla% 
Mr.  Calcraft,  Sir  John  Newport,  and  General  Tarleton,  that 
a  more  distant  day  ought  to  be  fixed  for  th$  second  readingn 
as  it  was  impossible  members  snould  have  time  to  paruse  th^ 
bill,  as  it  could  not  he  expected  to  be  ready  for  delivery  before 
Monday,  considering  the  tardy  manner  in  which  the  votc^ 
were  at  present  printed.  In  answer  to  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  assured  the  house  that  the  printed  copies 
would  be  ready  for'delivery.  on  Saturday,  and  contended  that^ 
as  the  principle  of  the  bill  had  already  been  admitted,  the 
committee  would  be  the  proper  time  for  gentlemen  to  enter 
into  the  .minutis  and  such  clauses  of  it  as  might  appear  ex^ 
jceptionablc. 

The  second  reading  was  then  fixed  for  Tuesday. 

Mr«  H.  Thornton  deferred  till  the  next  day  his  motion  rfr. 
specting  the  exchange  of  lists  in  the  Middlesex  electicm,  and 
the  extending  of  the  day  when  the  committee  pn  the  petition 
was  to  be  baUoted  for. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  election  of  a  meniber  for 
the  borough  of  Old  Saru^  in  the  room  oif  N.  Vansittarta 

esq. 
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esq.  who  has  been  appointed  secretary  to.tl^e  lord  UeHtenant 
of  IreUnc}.'— Adjoumca«   •      .  -  .  ^   ' '  ■  \ 


HOUSEOFLOBDS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  2%.    , 

The  royal  assent  was,  granted  by  coimnisskm  to  the  mndiCe 
mutiny  billj  Lord  John  TJiynne's  indenji^ty  bills  and  a  nnifi- 
^  ber  of  naturali^Qitipn  biJU.    The  comnus&ioners  were /the 
I«ord  Cl^ancellor,  Lord  W^lsilighani^  a|id  Lord  Hawk^bMry« 

Coynsei  w«re  heard  for  the  appellant  and  the  respondrntf 
in  the  Scotch  appeal,  Hocbheid  against  Kinlock*  Furtbor 
hearing  postponed  till  the  next  day. 

The  Irish  sugar  drawback  biUj  theE^gUsh  promissory.  .noCr 
bill,  and  sooie  private  bills,  w^e  brought -from  the  con&mov 
and  read  a  first  time* 

The  other  bills  on  f he. table  were  forw^ed. 

Mr.  Mitford  from  the  treasury,  presented  an  account  of, 
the  expenditure  foHr  l«ist  year,  and  9*^  the  unfunded  debt  up 
%o  January  1805. 

The  inspector  general  of  imports  and  carports  presented  an 
account  of  the  imports  tot  the  Jfi$t  ^eighteen  yeai^  up  to 
January  last. 

A  gentleman  fttax  the  board  tof  .as$toms  produced  the 
annual  ^count  froo^  that  boards 

And  9  gentleman  from  the  post  office  produced  the  post 
office  account.  All  of  which  were  ordered  to  fie  on  the 
fable. — Adjoumed. 

HOUSfi  t3F   COMMONS; 

FRIDAY,   MARCP  22. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  some  of  the  members,  went  19 
to  the  lords,  and  on  bis  return  iniorm^  the.  house  that  thf 
roy;d  absent  had  been  given  by  commis^n  to' the  marine  re* 
gulation  bill,  Lord  John  Thynne's  indemnity  bill,  ^nd  somo 
pther  private  bills* 

Mr.  Johnson^  6>pm  the  chief  secretary  V  office  of  Ireiandt 
pursuant  to  a  former  order,  presented  certain  accounts  relative 
to  die  six  per  cent,  import  duties.  ^ 

A  variety  of  annual  accounts  were  presented  by  the  proper 
officers,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  there  be  lai^ 
%e!b3^  tl^  hpm^  m  4^<x^unt  9f  ^  90^473^^  2  79*  ^*  due  by 

John 
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John  Fordyce,  esq. ;  as  also  copies  of  proposals  and  securities 
.  given  to  the  lords  commissioners  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.— Ordered. 

MIDDLESEX:   ELECTION. 

Mr.  Thmton  rose  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  day  for  the 
Middlesex  ballot.  He  was  anxious,  he  said,  that  no  time 
should  be  lost.  He  had  been  looking  at  precedents  relative  to 
this  subject,  and  had  found  that  an  interval  of  thirty-seven 
clays  was  in  general  the  practice,  from  the  day  of  presenting 
the  petition  to  that  of  making  the  ballot,  but  sometimes  more^ 
sometimes  less.  On  this  occasion  there  were  several  reasons 
that  induced  him  to  take  a  shorter  period.  The  session  was 
£u*  advanced,  and  did  not  admit  of  much  room  for  delay,  and 
by  far  the  majority  of  the  voters,  besides  had  already  been 
canvassed  very  lately,  which  would  leave  only  a  few  subject  to 
any  new  investigation — a  number,  he  thought,  not  exceeding 
a  few  hundreds.  He  wished,  however,  at  the  same  time  to 
consult  the  convenicncy  of  the  house,  And  was  ready  to  sub> 
mit  to  their  opinion.  He  concluded  by  proposing  the  23d  of 
April  as  a  proper  day  (or  the  ballot.        • 

Afr^  Fcx  was  of  ofHnion  that  the  time  proposed  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  too  limited,  as  there  ought  not  only  to  be  a 
sufficient  interval  between  the  petition  and  delivery  of  the  lists, 
but  also  the  necessary  time  between  the  ddivering  of  the  lists 
ttnd  the  ballot^  for  the  purpose  of  examining  them>  and  fram- 
mg  the  objections. 

Mr»  Thornton  suggested  that  ten  days  might  be  sufficient 
for  that  pinpose* 

.  Mr.  Fox  said  that  diis  would  render  the  delivery  of  the 
lists  necessary  on  the  13  th,  which  was  too  short  >  period,  he 
thought,  for  making  up  the  lists.  At  any  rate,  the  23d  was 
tfie  most  hopeless  day  the  hon.  gentleman  could  have  thought 
of  (alluding  to  the  Windsor  installation  on.  that  day).  He 
could  have  wished  the  hon.  member  to  have  taken  up  both 
days  together 

Mr.  Creevey  contended  that  not  only  precedents,  but  reason 
and  the  nature  of  the  thing,  required  a  longer  time,  and  stated 
Aat  in  the  case  of  the  former  election,  the  day  of  the  ballot, 
after  having  been  fixed,  had  been  farther  put  off  by  Mr. 
Mainwaring. 

Mr.  Thornton  then  moved,  that  the  ballot  be  fixed  for  the 
25th  of  April. 

*  Itr.  Creevey  proposed  as  an  amendmenti  that  the  9th  el 

May 
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May  be  substituted  for  the  25th  oC  Aprilf  on  whkb  a  divi-- 
siou  was  called,  for,  and  the  gallery  was  cleared.  *    . 

The  original  motion,  however,  was  carried  without  a  divi-  ' 
sion  \  and  on  our  return  to  the  gallery,  we  found  the  Speaker 
putting  the  question  relative  to  the  exchange  of  the  lists, 
which,  after  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr« 
Thornton,  was  fixed  for  the  15th  of  April.  ' 

SUPPLEMENTARY   BUDGF.T. 

The  house  having  resolved  into  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  call  their  atten- 
tion to  certain  propositions  he  had  to  submit,  to  cover  the  de- 
ficiencies in  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year,  in  consequence 
of  the  decision  of  the  house  against  the  tax  on  husbandry 
horses.     He  had  at  the  same  time  to  propose  a  substitute  for 
the  duty  on  the  exportation  of  salt    which  he  had  been  in^- 
duced  not  to  press  at  the  present  moment.     The  amount  of 
the  deficiency  in  these  two  sources,  was  about  four  hundred 
thousand  pounds.     At  the  present  advanced  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  did  not  allow  time  (or  full  inquiry  as  to  the  ob- 
^  jects  of  taxation  on  a  great  scale,  and  which  did  not  afford 
ithc  me^ns  of  fully  ascertaining  their  amount,  it  was  difficult 
to  make  up  so  large  a  sum  without  including  a$  subjects  of 
taxation  a  variety  of  different  articles. — In  selecting  these  ar- 
ticles he  had,  as  far  as  the  time  had  allowed  him,  fixed  oa 
those  which  could  with  the  smallest  injury  suffer  some  addi- 
tional taxation.     These  articles  were  under  the  two  heads  of 
customs  and  excise.   -Beginning  with  those  on  excise,  the  first 
article  he  had  to  mention  was  glass,  on  the  different  species 
of  which  he  meant  to  raise  an  additional  revenue  of  eighty 
thousand  pounds,  on  a  scale  to  be  afterwards  explained.    The 
next  article  was  bricks  and  tiles,  which  had  not  for  a  consi- 
derable period  experienced  any  additional  duty.     This,  he  ex- 
pected, would  affbrdf  at  the  rate  of  ten- pence  a  thousand^ 
thirty-seven  thousand  pounds.     An  increase  of  the  duty  on 
auctions  was  the  next  article  by  which  he  meant  the  deficit' 
cncy  should  be  supplied.     He  proposed  that,  as  in  auctions  of 
estates,  there  existed  a  duty  of  sixpence  in  the  pound,  this 
should  be  augmented  in  the  proportion  of  one  sixth  j  and  as 
in  auctions  on  g,9ods  the  tax  was  now  ten-pence  in  the  pound, 
the  Jncr ease  was  to  be  a  fif  h  above  its  present  amount.    This  ' 
he  calculated  would  produce  thirty-one  thousand  pounds*    He 
was  to  increase  the  tax  on  coffee,  which  had  not  lately  been 
touched  by  any  severe  burdens,  to  six-pence  a  pound  above 

what 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m  TkE  PARIiAMENTAtty  REGtSTEtL         [CotfUOKt. 

Whut  it  new  was,  from  which  he  looked  for  an  addition  to  the 
revenue  of  twcnty^eight  thousand  pounds.  On  qrdcr  and 
perry  for  sale,  without  at  all  interfering  with  those  counties 
where  it  was  the  beverage  of  the  people,  he  expected  an  ad- 
dhtonal  duty  of  about  fifteen  thousand. pounds.  On  vin^ar 
he  proposed  to  raise  eleven  thousand,  and  on  silver  and  gik 
wire  five  thousand  pounds.  So  that  on  articles  of  excise  the 
total  amount  would  be  two  hnndred  and  seven  thousand. 
pounds  to  cover  the  deficiency  to  which  he  had  adverted  in 
the  first  part  of  his  observations.  The  next  head  of  duties 
was  customs.  The  first  of  these  was  on  slates  and  stones  car- 
ried coastwise,  and  he  believed,  when  he  reminded  the  house 
that  it  had  always  been  usual  to  accompany  a  tax  on  tiles  znd 
bricks  with  one  on  these  articles,  there  could  be  no  hir  ob- 
jection to  the  addition.  This  addition  he  proposed  should  be 
twenty  per  cent,  making  about  four  thousand  four  hundred 
pobnds..  There  were  several  other  miscellaneous  articles  which 
he  thought  would  fairly  bear  a  tax.  On  barilla,  oil,  turpcn- 
t!ne,  and  some  other  articles  of  a  similar  description,  he 
thought  there  would  be  ah  addition  of  twenty-two  thousand 
jtomids.  The  remainder  of  the  deficiency  was  to  be  made  up 
by  at  fresh  tax  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  goods  imported, 
which  would  produce  one  hundred  and  seventy»six  thousand 
I^CJunds,  making,  in  articles  of  excise,  customs,  and  importa- 
tion, a  total  of  several  thousands  above  the  existing  defictenc7. 
Having  finished  this  brief  statement,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man concluded  by  moving  the  first  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to.  The  other  resolutions  were  then  read  and  agreed 
to,  profdrma.  The  house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  or- 
dwed  for  Monday. 

LEGACY   BILL. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  legacy  bill. 
'  On  the  question  being  put, 

Sif  Henry  Mildtnay  declared  that  he  thought  It  his  duty  to 
oppose  this  bilf,  as  it  operated  on  legacies  left  in  the  direct 
line.  In  this  respect  it  was  every  way  exceptionable.  It  was 
imposing  a  tax  on  the  younger  children  of  a  family,  and  ex* 
empting  the  only  person  able  to  bear  such  a  burden,  he  meant 
the  iKir,  who  does  not  pay  a  sirgle  shilling.  He  appealed  to 
the  ju^ice,  he  appealed  to  the  feelings,  cA  the  house,  if  the 
o{5erat*on  of  tlie  bill  Would  be  in  this  case  equitable  or  fair, 
lie  coniplainsd  of  the  bill  also,  as  3  measure  that  would  fcU 
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particularly  heavy  on  the  landed  part  of  the  coriimunity,  who 
had  less  frequently  an  opportunity  of  establishing  the  younger 
branches  of  their  family  during  their  lifetime.  The  hon, 
baronet  reprobated  the  measure  also,  as  it  did  not  affect  child- 
ren  inheriting  from  marriage  settlemeut»  while  tho3is  whose 
father  had  not  the  advantages  of  such  a  settlement  to  enable 
him  to  provide  for  his  younger  children,  came  under  its  ope« 
ration.  He  was  concluding  with  moving  as  an  amendment^ 
that  the  clause  relating  to  legr^cies  in  the  direct  line  be  omit^ 
ted,  when 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  member  that  no  motion  of 
that  nature  could  be  made  till  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time^ 
but  that  then  he  would  have  »n  opportunity. 

Lord  George  (  avendish  observed,  that  it  would  operate  as  a^ 
check  on  persons  giving  away  property,  and  though  there  were 
none  that  reprobated  more  than  he  did  the  practice  of  giving 
away  property  to  the  prejudice  of  those  to  whom  it  properly 
belonged,  yet  there  were  instances  when  such  legacies  were 
highly  proper  and  necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
humanity  and  gratitude.  His  lordship  appealed  to  the  expe- 
rience of  the  mercantile  part  of  the  house.  There  were  many 
foreigners  in  this  country  who  had  either  made  fortunes  by 
their  long  industry,  or  inherited  them  from  the  industry  of 
their  fathers,  and  whose  long  residence  here,  and  the  habits 
they  had  acquired,  had  detached  them  from  any  relations  on 
the  continent.  These  would  very  naturally  leave  their  pro- 
perty to  the  friends  they  had  formed  in  this  country }  and  it 
was  hard,  he  thought,  to  lay  such  a  tax  on  this  expression  of 
friendship.  The  question  had  not  been  sufficiently  canvassed. 
He  concluded,  therefore,  by  ufging  the  propriety  of  post- 
'  poning  the  third  o^ading,  that  they  might  have  farther  time 
to  give  the  subject  due  consiJeration. 

Mr,  Spencer  StMihope  said  that  he  had  a  large  family  to  pro- 
vide for,  but  the  opposition  he  gave  tlie  measure  was  disinter- 
ested and  undisguised.  The  hon.  member  reprobated  the  tax 
as  the  most  obnoxious  and  r  voltin-;  he  had  ever  cither  read 
or  heard  of.  It  was  unfit  at  any  time  to  pass.  It  had  a  direct 
tendency  to  check  the  first  and  warmest  of  the  mofal  duties, 
and  whatever  was  the  fate  of  the  bill,  whether  it  passed  cr 
not,  he  would  take  care,  he  said,  to  pro;-ide  for  his  family 
without  paying  towards  it.  It  wa^  his  intention  to  divide  hi« 
property  among  his  children,  and  in  such  times  as  the  present, 
it  was  the  duty,  he  thought,  of  every  man  to  do  so.  It  would 
fall  hcavv,  he  farther  contended,  not  only  on  younger  chil* 
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dfen,  bdt  on  hrge  famili^;  visa  on  old  makl%  the  iU  favoured^ 
the  latnci  and  the  blind,  it  would  fall  peculi^y  hard.  Such 
a  tax,  if  at  all  allowable  to  be  raised,  ougkf  therefore  tp  be 
laid  out  in  miiineries'  and  hospitals,  that  she  contributors  to  it 
might  have  at  least  some  asylum.  The  hon^  member  contend- 
ed farther,  that  thousands  would  evade  the  tax,  and  thar, 
Ihevefbre,  k  could  only  be  a  partial  meastoK.  He  wished  to 
know  if  it  would  aflfect  the  Irish  Amds  ?  Many  from  a  dislike 
to  this  tax  would  not  provide  by  legacy  for  the  younger  part 
of  their  familyi  but  leave  that  duty  to  the  generosity  of  the 
eldest,,  and  tlnis  endanger  the  happiness  and  feture  peace  of 
their  fsimily.  In  Scotland  it  must  fall  very  heavy,  as  many  of 
the  estates  are  smalU  and  the  families  generally  large.  He  ob^ 
jected  to  it*titso>  as  it  fell  most  severely  on  the  man  who  mar- 
ries' and  has  a  familyi  while  those  wha  have  node  would  be 
less  affected  by  its  operation.  The  operation  of  this  tax,  he 
considered  as  still  more  severe  when  added  to  the  income  tax. 
•A  person  having  250!.  a  year  left  him,  would  be  ol^iged,  by 
t^is  means,  to  pay  firom^  that  sum  as  a  tax  to  government  80k 
the  first  year. 

The  Chance/lor  of  the  Exehejuer  adverted  to  the  different 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  against  the  bill.  As  the 
house  had  already  decided  on  the  general  principle  of  the 
bill,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  into  it  at  $0 
much  length  as  otherwise  he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty.^ — 
The  noble  lord  opposite  (Lord  G.  Cavendish)  had  objected  to 
the  clause  relating  to  such  legacies  as  were  left  to  absolute 
strangers :  but  surely  no  part  of  the  bill  could  be  considered 
less  obnoxious  than  that.  In  this  case  the  advantage  was  un- 
expected, and  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  persons  under  tUs 
impression  would  part,  without  much  reljictance,  with  such 
a  portion  of  it  as  the  tax  requir^  and  at  any  rate  their  claims 
to  it  must  be  con^dered  much  less  strong  than  in  other  cases 
it  would  be.  The  attack  which  had  been  made  on  direct  le* 
gaeies,  he  conceived  to  have  proceeded  from  misapprehension^ 
or  a  very  partial  view  of  the  subjects  Much  had  been  said  of 
its  falling  l^eavy  on  the  younger  children  of  a  family,  but 
when  gentlemen  used  this  language  tliey  seemed  toforgct  that 
the  tax  was  very  trifling  in  itself— not  more  than  one  for  a 
hundred.  Suppose  a  father  should  wish  to  leave  to  a  younger 
child  a  legacy  of  5000I.  it  would  be  easy  for  him  to  add  50I. 
to  this  sum  for  the  payment  of  the  tax,  and  so  in  proportion 
for  any  other  sum,  taking  tlie  addition  from  what  would  have 
otherwise  belonged  to  the  eldest;  so  that  in  this  case.  th« 
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.  younger  branches  of  the  family  arc  completely  exempted^  and 
the  tax  cpmes  from  a  quarter  that  is  best  able  to  bear  it.  An 
hon.  gentleman  had  supposed^  that  in  order  to  evade  the  tax 
m  father  might  be  induced  to  leave  the  provision  of  the  younger 
pTutt  of  his  family  to  the  geperosity  of  the  oldest,  but  of  th€ 
two  dternatives  he  thought  the  one  he  had  just  meationed 
the  most  likHy  to  be  adopted*  It  had  .been  objected  also  to 
the  measure,  that  it  affected  the^provision  made  for  a  family 
at  the  death'  of  the  father,  while  any  settlement  made  during 
his  life  was  exempted.  The  object  of  the  measure  was  cer- 
tainly not  to  aiFect  transmissions,  though  the  propriety  of  such 
a  measure  might  open  a  wide  field  for  discussion,  but  transmis- 
sions were  in  many  instances  taxed  ad  valorem.  It  was  urged 
that  it  would  fall  heavy  on  the  landed  part  of  the  community^ 
as  it  might  be  necessary  often  to  dispose  of  the  legacy,  in  or- 
der to  be  able  'to  pay  the  tax  \  but  a  landed  proprietor  might 
always  find  some  savings  from  which'he  could  annex  to  the 
legacy  the  sum  necessary*to  pay  the  duty.  The  monied  man 
in  this  respect  could  be  at  no  'loss,  and  even  suppose  the  landed 
man  had  not  the  means  of  leaving  the  ready  money  for  the 
purpose  he  -had  mentioned,  the  5oI.  (he  still  supposed  the  le- 
gacy at  tbe  value  of  5000LO  could  be  raised  by  hsurance  at 
not  more  than  30s.  or  40$.  a  year,  according  to  tiie  age  of  the 
person  insuring.  On  the  whole,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did 
not  think  that  the  objections  that  had  been  stated,  ought  to 
make  any  impression  on  the  house  to  the  prejudice  of -the  bill. 
Afr.  Grtj  declared  himself  decidedly  hostile  to  the  bit).  He 
thought  that  it  was  a  direct  tax  on  capttal ;  that  in  many  cases 
it  would  fall  with  the  severest  pressure  on  those  least  able  to 
endure  it.  To  attach  -taxes  directly  to  capital,  as  this  tax 
would  do,  was  directly  to  defeat  enterprise,  and  dvvefit  the 
most  .beneficial  channels  of  commerce.  In  a  country  like  this, 
which  depended  so  much  on  commerce,  such  taxes  would-be 
avoided  by  alV  considerate  men.  But  if  he  objected  to  the  biU^ 
on  this  ground,  he  was  still  more  avorse  to  it  in  a  political 
view.  In  a  mixed  government  like  this,  the  credit  of  an  he- 
reditary aristocracy  could  only  be-kept  upijy  great  possessions 
and  extensive  influence.  These  possessions  and  this  influence 
were  both  attacked  by  tlic  bill,  wliich,  for  the  first  time,  at- 
tached to  legacies  on  land,  as  well  as  to-  personal  jpropctjt)'. 
Such  taxes  had  ever  been  condemned  by  ^thc  wisest  politiqal 
economists.  They  had  always  been  considered  as  evidences, 
when  resorted  to,  of  a  declining  state.  He  hoped  and  trusted 
t^at'such  was  not  yet  the  situation  of  this  country  \  but  it 
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was  impossible  for  any  cpnsiderate  maa  to  see  such  taxes  in- 
troduced without  a  considerable  degree  of  anxiety.  The  tsu^ 
was  one  of  the  most  glaring  inequality.  It  ^as  indeed  a  di- 
rect tax  on  mbfortuney  and  calculated  to  aggravate  affliction. 
Every  fresh  death  called  forth  its  operation ;  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  how  often  or  to  what  amount  it  might  be  paid. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman's  argument,  therefore}  df  the  small- 
ness  of  the  sum  to  be  paidi  was  altogether  nugatory.  He 
fully  entered  into  all  that  had  been  said  about  the  hardships 
to  which  it  would  subject  a  younger  brother.  1  he  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  saidi  that  if  their  portion  was  in  land  they 
would  not  be  called  on  to  pay.  This  was  mere  evasion  ;  for 
every  one  knew  that  sn^all  divisions  of  land  were  not  nearly 
30  valuable,  and  therefore  the  younger  brothers  would  have  a 
strong  temptation  to'  sell  their  shaires,  even  at  a  very  disad- 
Hjai^ageous  price-  But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  further 
contended,  that  a  small  additional  sum  would  cover  the  tax, 
and  remove  the  difficulty  complained  of.  What  was  this  but 
in  other  words  to  say,  that  the  land  was  to  pay  the  tax,  and 
if  so,  why  did  not  the  right  hon.  gentleman  propose  the  tax 
in  this  direct  form  ?  He  strongly  condemned  the  bill,  as  esta- 
blishing a  monstrous  difference  between  heirs  by  settlexnenty 
and  heirs  by  birth  and  consanguinity.  This  was  an  objection 
which  had  great  weight  in  his  mind.  It  was  contrary  to  every 
principle  ofjustice  to  place  those  on  a  worse  footing,  who  de- 
rived their  rights  from  nature,  than  those  which  arose  out  of 
positive  appointmmcnt.  The  hon.  member  concluded  by 
saying  that  he  should  certainly  vote  for  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time,  which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Sir  H.  Mildmay  then  .proposed  his  amendment,  the  object 
ef  which  was  to  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  tax,  all  lc-« 
gacies  to  direct  relations. 
,   On  a  division,  the  numbers  were 

For  the  amendment  »  -72 

Against  it  -  -  -     164 

Majority  -  -  -  -      92 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  ordered  to  the  lords. — Ad- 
journed oil  Monday.  • 

HOUSE 
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.      HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

SATURDAY,   MARCH  I3, 

Couiirel  was  heard  for  the  rerpondenC  in  the  Scotch  ap* 
peal  Rochheid  agaiafl  Kinloch«  The  farther  bearing  was 
}foftponed  till  Monday. 

The  exchequer  bills'  bilU  fugar  drawback,  •  Iri<h  poftage» 
ftamp,  cuftoms,  exciie,  and  fpirit  warchoufing  bills,  were 
read  a  third  time  and  paflcd. 

The  pronfiflbry  note  negotiation,  and  Irifli  fugkr  draw- 
back bills  were  read  a  fecond  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Waljtngham^  the  order  of  the'day 
for  the  furamoning  of  their  lordlhips  to  coniider  the  pro- 

Eriety  of  fufpending  the  ftanding  orders  56  and  1 55  was  read.  • 
[is  lordfhip  then  flated  that  the  public  fervice  would  be  \m^ 
peded  if  the  bills  which  had  now  been  read  a  fecond  time 
were  not  paflcd  with  every  poflible  difpatch,  as  they  were* 
for  renewing  adts  about  to  expire.  For  this  purpofe  he  Alt 
bimfelf  called  on  to  move,  thatthe  orders  by  which  the 
houfe  was  reftrained  from  forwarding  a  bill  through  moro 
than  one  ftep  in  the  fame  day  be  fufpended. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  regretted  that  there  (hould  be  occi« 
iion  for  fuch  a  motion,  as  it  was  highly  ncceflary  that  th^ir 
lordfhips  ftiould  have  full  time  to  coniider  the  various  pro- 
viiions  contained  in  the  meafures  which  were  brought  before 
tbem.  He  was  aware,  however,  that  there  was  feme  excufe 
for  the  delay  in  the  prefent  cafe,  as,  in  preparing  tax  bill» 
for  Ireland,  it  was  neceflary  that  regard  be  had  to  appropri* 
ating  the  duties  in  a  manner  confident  with  the  commercial 
relations  of  the  two  countries.  He  therefore  did  not  objed 
to  the  motion,  but  thought  himfcif  called  on  to  notice  the  ir- 
regularity of  the  proceeding,  and  to  exprefs  a  hope  that  the 
paftice  would  not  be  recurred  to  in  future. 

The  bills  were  then  read  a  third  time  and  pafied. — Ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,    MARCH  25. 

Counsel  were  heard  for  the  respondent,  and  for  the  appel- 
lant, in  the  Scotch  appeal,  Rochheid  against  Kinloch.  The 
farther  hearing  was  postponed  till  next  day& 
*  The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  exchequer 
bills'  bill,  the  sugar  drawback  bill^  the  different  Irish  tax  bills» 
•     •  and 
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mod  several  private  bills.  The  commissioners  were,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  ArchBish»p  of  Canterbury,  and  Lord  W2I- 
sngham.  * 

fRISH  CATHOLIC   PETITION* 

L9rJ  Grehviliiy  agreeably  to  the  notice  he  had  given  on  s 
fermcr  day,  }fresented'the  petition  from  the  Roman  CathoUcs 
«f  Ireland,  praying  for  rdief  from  the  disabilities  under  which 
they  at  present  labour.  He  moved  that  the  petition  be  nsad^ 
which  bemg  accordkigly  done  by  the  clerk  at  the  tabk,  his 
lordship  said,  that,  as  he  had  intimated  on  a- former  night, 
ir  was  not  his  intention  then  to  say  any  thing  which  could  at 
liX  lead  to  a  discussion  on  the  sub>ect  contained  in  the  petition^, 
illi  he  meant  at  present  to  move  was,  that  the  petition  do  lie 
^  en  the  table,  it  being  his  iatention  to  take  a  future  opportu- 
vsty,  when  their  lordships  should  have  had  leisure  to  weigh  a 
Irosiness  of  so  great  importance,  to  movie  that  the  petition  be 
ftiken  into  farther  consideration,  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
the  petitioners  that  relief  which  they  claimed  frooi  the  justice 
of  the  bouse. 

Lord  Auckland.  rosCf  not,  be  said,  to  object  to  the  notion 
of  the  noble  lord,  that  the  petition  do  lie  oa  the  table,  but 
merely  to  state  that  when  it  should  come  on  for  comidentt]Oii» 
he  hoped  it  would  receive  that  serious  and  solemn  discussion 
•which  its  importance  to  the  political  and  religious  existence  of 
•the  kingdom  seemed  to  call  for.  He  had  listened  with  every 
possibie  attention  to  the  petition,  and  he  declared  himself  at 
this  fliomeBt  firee  to  confess  that  he  could  by  no  means  concur 
in  gxantiag  to  the  petitioners  those  privileges  and  immunities 
wluch  they  required,  even  taking  the  statements  in  their  pe- 
fittoti'to  be  as  they  would  represent  them.  If  he  at  ail  un- 
derstood the  irquest  of  the  petitioners  it  amounted  to  this, 
tliat  while  we  continued  to  have  a  protestant  king  and  a  pro- 
telstant .  church,  we  might  have  Roman  catholic  legisbtors. 
This  was  a  doctrine  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  go  ipXf^ 
The  same  attachment  which  he  had  all  along  felt  for  die  esta- 
blished government  of  this<:ountry  in  church  and  state,  taught 
htm  that  these  were  not  times  for  risking  any  innovation  or 
change  in  either.  He  wished  the  business  had  not  been 
brought  forward,  and  thought  it  would  have  been  better  far 
M  parties  if  things  had  been  allowed  to  remain  as  they  were. 
Lvrd  GrenvilU  assured  the  noble  lord  that  so  far  as  lay  with 
him  the  business  should  be  discussed  with  all  that  solemnity 
and  decorum  which  its  importance  jtoeritcd. 

Lard 
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L9rd  HawtAesbury  could  by  no  means  phject  to  the  mbtioa 
of  the  noble  lord,  that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the  table.  \t 
was  the  undoubted  privikge  of  every  description  o£  the  sab- 
jccts  of  these  kingdoms  to  state  thoir  grievances  to  parliamenc* 
provided  they  did  so  in  becoming  :imd  decent  terms.  The  pre-^ 
sent  peiWon,  so  far  as  he  could  hear  it»  was  so  conceived,  anl 
their  hH'dships  were  thcrefcu'e  called  on  to  entertain  it*  On 
the  merits  of  the  petition,  however,  he  entirely  concurred 
"vrith  the  noble  lord  who  had  spoke  last  but  one }  and  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  noble  baron  opposite,  to  move  that  the 
petition  should  be  taken  into  consideration  with  the  view  of 
granting  the  various  prayers  of  it,  he  should,  pn  receiving 
proper  notice  of  the  day  when  that  business  was  proposed  to  . 
be  brought  forward,  be  prepared  to  state  his  reasons  for  think- 
ing that  the  desire -of  tlie  petition  couM  not  be  complied  witfa«. 

Lf^rd  GreftviiUf  in  reference  to  what  had  faHen  from  the  * 
noble  k>rd  who  had  just  sat  down,  as  if  be  doubted  the  in- 
tention of  him,  (Lord  Grenville)  to  move  for  any  discussioa 
on  the  petition,  assured  that  noble  lord  that  such  was  his  firm 
determination.  To  do  so,  howeve^-,  with  that  temper  and 
solemnity  which  had  been  recommended  by  the  other  noUe 
lord  who  had  spoken,  he  thougiit  it  proper  to  delay  those  ar- 
guments which  he  had  to  adduce  in  support  of  the  petition 
till  its  merits  came  fairly  before  their  lordships.  Of  the  time 
which  he  should  propose  for  that  discussion,  he  should  give 
ample  intimation  to  the  house. , 

'ihc  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  could  not  forbear  from  expressing  his 
surprise  that  any  noble  lords,  particularly  one  who  held  a  hrgh 
place  in  his  majesty's  councils,  should  have  thought  it  proper 
in  so  important  a  business,  and  one  in  which  so  numerous  a 
class  of  the  inhabitants  of  one  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
were  interested,  sb  far  as  their  opinion  would  go,  to  prejudge 
the.  question  .before  it  had  been  fairly  tried.  As  the  petition 
was  of'  considerable  length,  and  embraced  a  great  variety 
of  topics,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move,  for  the  better 
information  of  their  lordships,  that  the  petition  be  printedL 
If  he  was  not  supported  in  his  motiotv  by  any  precedent  in  his 
favour^  he  presumed  that  there  was  no  regulation  of  the  house 
against  what  he  now  proposed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  having  stated  that  the  motion  wat 
not  agreeable  to  the  practice  of  the  house,  the  mption  of^the 
noble  duke;  was  negatived.  ... 

The  liuke  ^  Clarence  said,  that  he  had  moved  for  their 

lordships 
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lordships  being  summoned  for  the  next  day,  for  the  purpo^ 
of  moving  for  certain  additional  papers  relative  to  the  naval 
inquiry  which  had  been  instituted  by  a  noble  earl  (Damley). 
As  he  saw  that  nofaie  earl  now  present,  he  should  gite  upto 
him  a  business  which  he  was  so  well  qualified  to  execnte,  and 
should  allow  his  lordship  to  move  for  the  necessary  papers  ei« 
thcr  the  next  day,  or  any  other  which  might  be  more  con- 
venient for  him. 

Earl  Darnley  then  moved,  that  the  order  for  sinnmoning 
the  house  for  the  next  day  be  discharged,  and  do  stand  for 
•  Friday.-— Ordered.     . 

JUDGE   FOX. 

-  Lard  jiucklandi  agreeably  to  notice,  submitted  to  the  house 
a  number  of  motions  to  the  effect  of  obuining  th^opinioa 
of  the  judges  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  already  adopted, 
or  which  ought  to  be  followed  in  this  case.  He  Brst  moved, 
that  certain  acts  of  £dvvar4'  III.  Henry  IV.  &c.  should  be 
read ;  which  being  done,  he  then  moved^  that  it  be  referred 
for  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  how  far  a  complaint  proceeding 
on  the  statement  of  an  individual  peer  of  that  house,  ought 
legally  to  be  entertained  by  them  ?  Whether  the  matter  of  the 
charges  against  Judge  Fox  amounted  to  high  crimes  and  mis* 
demeanors  i  Whether  the  house  ought  to  proceed  in  enter- 
taining that  complaint ;  and  how  they  ought  to  proceed  ? 

The  Lord  Chancellor  wished  the  house,  with  the  consent  of 
the  noble  lord,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  motiotis 
for  eight  days.  He  was  far  from  being  satisfied  that  the  house 
had  not  proceeded  regularly  in  this  business ;  but,  at  the  same 
timei  he  was  not  on  the  other  hand  ready  to  say  that  some 
questions,  either  of  the' nature  of  those  suggested  by  the  no* 
ble  lord,  or  some  others  which  might  be  formed,  might  not 
with  propriety  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  judges* 
The  question  was  of  the  highest  importance,  and  he  wished 
that  the  house  should  proceed  with  every  degree  of  circum* 
fpection,  but  at  the  same  time  of  respect  to  its  ovm  proceed* 
ings. 

Lord  Gnmnlle  did  not  object  to  the  delay,  but  thought  it 
rather  surprising  that  .such  a  suggestion  should  have  come  firom 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  after  what  had  fallen  from  him 
on  a  former  night.  The  noble  and  learned  lord,  he  was 
happy  to  understand,  had  been  looking  into  precedents,  and 
would, findj  notwithstanding  what. he  had  formerly  said,  that 
$0me  suclk  wfrc  to  be  fottnd.  ,  His  lordship  then  alluded  to 

two 
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two — one  in  the  time  of  Lord  aarenddiiy  When  the  hbiisc 
had  proceeded  as  it  had  done  in  the  present  case,  and  on  ap- 
plying for  tfai^  opinion  of  the  judges,  retraced  the  8tq)s,tbe7 
had  taken.  The  other  was  a  casein  the  year  1693)  which  was 
also  a  case  directly  in  point. 

.LordHuwkesbury  combated  the  opinion  of  liOrd  Grenville 
on  the  general  principle ;  and  maintained,  that  though  the 
house  might  be  formally  wrong,  it  was  essentially  right  in  the 
mode  of  proceeding  it  had  adopted. 

Lord  EUenborou^  observed  that  the  question  of  o'emoval 
was  not  then  before  their  lordships*  But  it  was  evident  that^ 
jiccording  to  law,  a  judge  might  be  removed  from  his  office 
upon  an  address  of  both  houses  of  parliament,  notwithstand^ 
ing  it  was  equally  clear  that  he  could  not  be  removed  by  an 
address  ^f  one  or  the  two  bodies  of  the  legislature.  So  far 
he  coold.plaaily  see  that  the  address  must  of  necessity  precede 
the  removal  \  but  the  question  which  was  then  before  their 
lordships  was»  what  was  in  point  of  form  to  precede  the  ad«- 
dress  ?  {The  mode  of  proceeding  by  f^  facias  in  the  courts 
below  would  have  been  free  from  that  admixture  of  passions 
which  the  consideration  of  a  variety  of  circumstances  might 
lead  to  in  other  places, .  but  from  the  operation  of  which,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  the  courts  to  which  he  alluded  were  entindy 
free.  He  was  very  much  obligpd  to  the  noble  baron  (Lord' 
Grenvilk)  fiar  the  pains  which  he  had  taken  to  enlighten  the 
house  npon  the  subject;  but,  though  he  did  not  know  on  what 
iuithority  his  lordship  cited  the  case  which  he  had  mentioned 
to  the  house,  he  must  observe  that  it  appeared  to  his  recol* 
kctioo  that  in  some  books  the  case  was  very  imperfectly  re- 
ported. At  all  events,  the  question  which  was  now  before  the 
house  Appeared  to  him  to  be  of  such  magnitude,  and  the  ar^ 
gun>e|i|9  which  had  been  urged  by  the  noUe  lord  had  such 
weigl^t  upcm  1^  mind,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  most  ad« 
visaok  for  their  lordships  to  postpone  the  ccmsideration  of  thf 
.question  uptil  that  day  se'nnighty  as  had  been  propose^  by  thf 
noble  an4.  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack.    . .- 

Afrera  short  eoqplanation  from  Lord  GrenvUle,  thei{ucstioa-  " 
was  put  and  carried,  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  Aodd 
be-itsttffled  that  day  se'nnight. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS* 
Monday,  march  25. 
A  meflage  from  the  lords  ftated  their  lordflltps'  aflenrt  to 
the  exchequer  bills'  billy  the  fmall  notes  teftridion  bill,  the 
Vol,  L  i80».  4  N  fugar 
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fugar  drawback  bfll,  and  the  fonowihg  bills  whh  refpeft  td 
Ireland :  The  cuftams  and  excife  duly  bills,  the  ftamp  and 
poftage  bills,  the  rhalt  and  fugar  drawback  bills,  and  the 
f'pirit  wareboufing  bill. 

Mr.  Sjtedman,  from  the  ftamp  ofBce,  prefcnted  at  the  bar 
an  accoirnt  of  the  otriftanding  bahinces  in  the  hands  of  the 
cofleSors  of  ftampS.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Purfuant  to  fummons  from  thejords,  the  houfc  attended 
in  the  houfe'of  peers,-  and,  on  their  jet  urn,  the  fpeaker  an*. 
nounced  that  the  royal  aflent  had  been  given  by  commiffion 
to  theffeveral  public  and  privaie  afls  which  were  ready. 

The  Irish  ele£lion  regulation  bill  Was,  upon  motion,  with^ 
drawn,  in  confequence  of  fome  irregularity,  and  another 
billto  the  fame  purport  ordered. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  rofe,  purfuant  to  notice,*  to  move  for  IcaTC 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  render  more  eafy  the  partrtion  of  lands 
fubjeft  to  rights  of  common  in  Ireland.  The  honourable 
gentleman  defcribed  the  inconveniencies  which  arofe  from 
the  difficulty  6f>fcertaining  the  diftindron  belon'gfng  to  that 
fpecies  of  property,  as  cofttradiftihguiftiedfrom  joint  tenancy, 
coparceny,  and  rights  in  comrtidn. 

Lfcave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill.' 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  the  fame  boh.  gentleman,  thit 
there  fhould  be  laid  before  the  houfe  a  copy  of  the  patent 
under  which  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  in  Ireland 
?iold  their  offices.  Alfo  thefums  pard  to  fuch  romntfiSoners, 
as  falaries,  &c.  with  copies  of  the  warrants  iffiied  for  foch 
payments.  Alfo  a  lift  of  the  ptxMii  appointed  commifEon- 
lers  of  the  treafury  in  Ireland,  diftinguilhing  fueil  as  have 
been  appointed  to  fill  up  vacancies,  and  when  fudh  vacancies 
liave  occurred.  Alfo  an  account  of  the  fomspaid  to  fuch 
perfons ,  of  the  funds  from  which  payments  have  been  made, 
nnd  the  warrants  upon  which  they  wei^  made.  '  Alfo  an  ac» 
T:ount  of  penfions  dtid  other  incidental  etpences,  ariiing  ont 
of  Vacancies  among  thofe  commiflioners,  copies  of  ttie  war<^ 
rants  ifTued  for  the  payment  of  ftrch  penfions,  &e.  andanac*' 
count  of  the  funds  ^pon  which  fuch  payments  are  eharged. 
'  'Mr.  Huikidbh  pfefetited  certain  accounts,  ptAfuaot  to  or« 
dcr ;  which  were  Ordered  to  fie  on  the  taWe, 


WAYS  AND  MEA19S. 


♦  Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  The  feverai  rcfolutions  with  refpcA  totht 

new 


'DigitEed  by  VjOOQ IC 


Vaws  8(.1  ways  AHD  MS^t.    .  r  €MI 

new  taxes  were  read,  and  when  the  clerk  came  to  that  re« 
lating  to  the  propofed  tax  iipOn  auctions, 

L»ri  Henry  Petty  rofc,  and  after  admitting  that  the  D\her 
taxes  propofed  were  as  unobjeOionable  asunder  tfie' clf« 
cuniftances  could  be  well  expeded»  animadverted  on  the 
tax  juft  referred  to. as  likely  to  bear  with  peculiar  har^ip 
upon  a  verydiAreiTed  part  oF  the  people,  and  dierefore  irre- 
concileahle  with  the  principle  which  the  :rigUt  hon.geatte- 
man  (the  Cuancetlor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  himlelf  laid 
down  on  a  former  evening..  The  noble  lord  prefled  upoii> 
the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  tliat  audions  were  already 
fubjeft.to  a  tax  of  from  ten  to  twelve  per  cent,  and  that 
finidl  traders,  who  generally  difpofed  of  their  goods  in  that 
way,  and  dtlbefled  perfons  who  were  often  obliged  to  hav& 
recoiirfe  tQ  it,  would  be  much  affeded  by  the  propofed  ad* 
dition.  He  recommended  an  exemption  in  favour  of ,  fuch- 
perfons,  on  tl)c  famjQ  principle  on  which  an  exemption. was 
granted  under  the  property  and  other  taxes* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  fhoul^  not 
at  prefent  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  Merits  of  thfs  propo- 
lition.  He  Ihould  only  obfcrve,  that,  if  the  noble  lord's  ar- 
gument were  adopted,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  brkig  for- 
ward a  tax  that  Ihould  be  received  ;  for  no  tax,  however  ge- 
nerally ^ood,  could  be  free  from  ibme  particular  obje&lons. 
The  objedi(Kis»  however,  dated  by  the  noble  lord  were  not 
applicable  to  the  general  principle  of  this  tax. 
'    The  refolution  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was. introduced  into  the  refolution  xt^ 
.  ipefiing  coffee,  which  renders  the  ilock  of  that  article  on 
band,  imported  previous  to  the  I5th  inftant,  fubjedt  to  the 
;newux. 

Upon  the  refolution  being  read  relating  to  the  tdx  on 
cider  and  perry, 

Mr,  Bafiard  ilated,,that,  according  to  information  wluck 
be  had  received  that  day,  cider  was,  in  confequence  of  an 
2|Ueration  made  by  the  excife  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year, 
raifed  from  the  nominal  duty  of  tw.entv  (hillings  to  twenty* 
£pur  (hilliugs  per  hogfhead.  With. tne  propofed  addition, 
tl)erefore,  it  would  be  fubjefi  to  thirty-iix  (hillings  per  hogil 
head.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the  new.duty  would  not 
attach  to  the  ftock  on  hand.  If  it  IhouM  be  fo  propofed, 
he  declared  his  intention  to  oppofe  it*  .     . 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to,  as  were  the  others,  and  biUe 
^dered  accordingly^ 

4  N  2  CATHeLIC 
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C4TH0HC  PETITION. 

Mr.  For^n  the  courfe  of  my  parliamentary  life  I  never 
rpfc  to  execute  aoy  duty  with  moce  fatisfadioa  than  I  feel 
upon  this  occaSon.  Certainly  I  am  happy  in  being,  the  ia^ 
finiment  to  prefeat  a  petition,  which,  whatever  be  its  merits 
{upon  which  I  (hall  make  no  obfervation  at  prefent)  offers 
the  moft  {atisEnfiory  proof  tiiat  tlie  great  body  of  the  Calho* 
]|ci  of  Ireland,  whatever  exception  there  may  be,  feek  to 
pemedy  the  grievaneea  they  feel  by  legal  means  ;  by  an  «p* 
pii^tion  to  the  Imperial  parliament;  by  a  mode  the  moft 
jcnnftitutional  and  refpe£itul  that  cooid  be  devifed.  The 
bon;  member,  after  having  read  fome  part  of  the  petition, 
concluded  with  onaving  for  leave  to  bring.it  up^  which  being 
granted,  the  petition  was  brought  up  and  re^  as  fblbws : 

*«  To  the  right  hon.  and  hon.-  the  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgeiles  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  andlre- 
'   Jand,  in  parliament  aflembfed. 

".The  humble  petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  on  be- 
half of  therafelvcs,  and  of  others  his  niajefiy's  fub«^ 
je£ts  profefljng  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion, 

.   ^*  Sheweth> 

n  That  your  petitioner^  are  ftedfaftly  attached  to  the  per** 
fon,  family,  and  governmefit  of  their  moft  gracious  fovereign;* 
that  they  are  iipprefled  with  fentimem s  of  aiFedionate  gra* 
titude  for  the  benignant  laws  which  have  been  enaded  for 
meliorating  their  condition  during  his  paternal  reign  ;  and 
that  they  contemplate,  with  rational  and  decided  predilec- 
tion, the  aidmirable  princijple§  of  the  Britifli  conftitution. 

**  Your  petitioners  moft  humbly  flate,  that  they  have  fo- 
lemnly  and  pu'blicly  taken  the  oaths  prefcribod  by  law  to  bia 
niajefty's  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  as  tefts  oif  political  and 
moral  principles ;  and  they  confidently  appeal  to  the  fuiFsr- 
ings  which  they  have  long  endured,  and  (he  facrifices  which 
they  ftill  make,  rather  than  violate  their  confciences  (by 
taking  oaths  of  a  retigious  or  fpiritual  import  contrary  to 
their  belief},  as  deciilve  proofs  of  their  profouiid  and  fcrapu- 
l^srevcrejice  for  the  facrdd  obligation  of  an  oath. 

**  Your.peiitioners  beg  leave  to  reprefent,  that,  by  thefe 
awful  tefts,  they  bind  themfetves  in  the  prefence  of  the  All- 
feeing  Deity,  whom  all  clafles  of  chriftiam  adore,  **  to  be 
f  faitbiul  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  ttieir  moft  gracions  fo- 
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**  vereigii  lord  King  George  the  Third,  and  him  to  defend,  to 
^*  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  againft  all  confpiracies  and  at* 
f*  tempts  whaffoever  that  (hall  be  made  againft  bis  peifori» 
^  crown  or  dignity,  to  do  their  utmoft  endeavours  to^ifclofc 
f*  and  make  known  to  hismajcfty  and  hishetrs,  all  treafons 
<*  and  traitorous  confpiracies  which  may  be  formed  againft 
f*  bim  or  them;  and  faithfully  to  maintain,  fupport,  and  de- 
*«  fend,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power^  the  fiiccefiion  to  th^ 
^  crown  in  his  majefty's  famity,  againft  any  pcrfon  or  per- 
*«  ions  whatfoevcr;"  that  by  thofe  oaths  f*  they  renounce 
^*  and  abjure  obedience  and'allegiance  unto^any  other  per* 
M  fon  clainfing  or  pretending  a  right  to  the  crown  cf  this 
«*  realm  ;  that  they  rejcd  and  deteft,  as  unchriftian  and  im- 
i*  pious,  to  believe  that  it  is  lawful  in  any  ways  to  injure  any 
*«  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  under  pretence  of  their 
f^  being  heretics,  and  alfo  that  unchriftian  and  impious  priii- 
<<  clple,  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics ;  that  it  is  no 
**  article  of  their  faith,  and  that  they  renounce  and  rejed, 
**  and  abjure  the  opinion,  that  princes,  excommunicated  b]r 
«*  the  pope  and  council,  or  by  any  authority  whatfoever,  may 
<«  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjedts  or  by  any  pcrfon 
**  whatfoeter ;  that  they  do  not  believe  that  the  pope  of 
«*  Rom^,  or  any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate,  ftate,  ot 
**  potentate,  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  temporal,  or  civil 
•^'jurifidiaion,  power,  fuperiority,  or  pre-eminence  within 
**  this  realm  :  that  they  firmly  believe  that  no  ad,  in  itfetf 
••  unjofty  immoral  or  wicked,  can  ever  be  juftified  or  ex- 
•*  culied,  by  or  under  pretence  or  colour  that  it  was  done  for 
••  the  good  of  the  church,  or  in  obedience  to  any  ccclefiaf- 
**  tical  power  whatfoever,  and  that  it  is  not  an  article  of  the 
**  Catholic  faith;  neither  are  they  thereby  required  to  be- 
♦'  lieve  or  profess  that  the  pope  is  infallible,  or  that  they  are 
**  bound  toi)bey  any  order  in  its  own  nature  immoral,  though 
*«  the  pope  or  any  ecclefiaftical  power  fliould  ilfue  or  dlreSt 
♦*  any  fuch' order;  but  on  the  contrary  they  hold,  that  it 
<*  would  be  fimple  to  pay  any  refpeft  or  obedience  thereto ; 
•*  that  tliey  do  not  believe  that  any  (in  whatfoever'  coramil- 
♦*  ted  by  them,  can  be  forgiven  at  the  mere  will  of  any  pope, 
**  or  of  any  prieft,  or  of  any  perfon  or  pcrfohs  whatever,  but 
**  that  any  perfon  who  receives  abfolution  for  the  fame  with- 
^*  out  a  flncere  forrow  for  them,  and  a  firm  and  fincere  rcfo- 
**  Kition  to  avoid  future  guilt  and  to  atone  to  God,  fb  fair 
5*  from  obtaining  thereby  any  remiffion  of  hissins,  incurs  the 
■  '    \  **  additional 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


fi^  THE  PARLIAMENTAHY  REGISTER.         {Commoih, 

f<  addftioTial  guilt  of  violating  a  facratnent;*'  and  by  the 
*•  fame  foieraao|)ligation,  they  are  bound  and  iirmly  pledged 
«« to  defend  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  fettlemeat  and 
*^  arrangement  of  property  in  their  country,  as  eftabiilbed 
«<  by  the  laws  now  in  being ;  tiiat  they  have  difclaTmed,  dif^^ 
^*  avowed,  and  foiemnly  abjured  any  inlenpqn  to  fubvert  the 

V  prefect  church  eftabliihment,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubfiitut- 
f'  ing  a  Catholic  eftablifliment  in  irsftead^*'  and  they  have 
alio  iblemnly  fworn  '<  that  they  will  not  execcife  any  privi- 
f*  lege  to  which  tliey  are  or  may  become  entitled  todifturb  or 
•<  weaken  the  proteflant  religion  or  proteftaat  government  in 
♦•  Ireland/* 

^<  Your  petitioners  mod  humbly  beg  leave  to  (hew,  that, 
however  painful  it  is  to  their  feelingSi  that  it  Ibould  Aill  be 
thought  neceflary  to  exaA  fuch  telTs  from  them,  (and  from 
theni  alone  of  all  his  majefty's  fubjefls),  they  can  with  per- 
|iect  truth  affirm*  that  the  political  and  moral  principles 
which  are  thereby  afleited,  are  not  only  conformable  to 
iheir  opinions  and  habits,  but  are  expreisly  inculcated  by  the 
religion  which  they  profefs;  and  your  petitioners  rooft 
humbly  truft,  that  the  religious  do£lrines  which  permit  fuch 
lefts  to  be  taken,  will  he  pronounced  by  this  honourable 
houfe  to  be  efltitled  to  a  toleration,  not .  merely  partial  but 
complete,  under  the  happy  conftitution  and  goyernroeht  of 
this  realm,  and  that  his  majefty's  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds, 
iiolding  thofe  principles,  will  be  coniidered  as  fubjeA^  upon 
whpfe  fidelity  the  ftate  may  repofe  the  firmeft  reliai^ce. 

"  Your  petitioners  further  moft  hun^bly  Ihew,  that 
twenty-iix  years  have  now  elapfed,  fince  their  moft  gracious 
ibvereign,  and  the  honourable  houfes  of  parliament  in  Ire- 
land, by  their  public  and  deliberate  a£t>  declared,  that 
^*  from  the  uniform,  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Roman 
*^  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  a  long  feries  of  years,  it  appeared 
^  reafonabIe*and  expedient,  to  relax  the  difabilities  and  in^ 
*^  capacities  under  which  they  laboured,  and  that  it  inuft 
<^  tend  not  only  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this 

V  kingdom,  but  to  the  profperity  and  ftrength  of  all  his  ma-< 
**  jefty's  dominions,  that  liis  majefty's  fubjects  of  all  deno* 
**  minations  fliould  enjoy  the  bleftings  of  a  free  conftitution* 
*'  and  ihould  be  bound  to  each  other  by  mutual  interest  and 
'*  mutual  afFedtion — a  declaration,  founded  upon  unerring 

V  principles  of  juftice  and  found  policy,  which  ftill  remains 
^  U>  be  carried  into  full  effect ;"  although  your  petitioners  are 
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impreflcd  with  a  belief,  that  the  apprchcnfions  which  re-i. , 
tardcd  Its  beneficial  operation  previous  to  the  union»  cannot 
cxift  \n  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom. 

"  For  your  petitioners  moft  humbly  (new,  that,  by  virtue 
of  divers  ftatutes,  now  in  forcie,  his  majesty *s  Roman  Catho^ 
lie  fubjefts,  who  form  fo  great  a  proportion  of  tlve  population 
of  Ireland,  and  contribute  fo  largely  to  tl>c  refomcesof  the 
ftate,  do  yet  labour  under  matiy  incapacities;  reili  aints  and 
privations',  which  afFeft  them  with  peculiar  fcverity  in  aU 
moft  every  ftation  of  life ;  that,-  more  cfpectally,  they  ar^ 
denied  the  capacity  of  fitting  or  voting  in  either  of  the  ho- 
nourable houles  of  parliament',  the  manifold  evils  confe- 
quent  upon  which  incfipacity,  they  truft  it  is  unneceffiiry  td 
unfold  or  enumerate  to  this  honourable  Houfe. 

•*  They  arc  difabled  from  holding  or  extrrifing,  tmlefsby 
a  fpecial  difpenfation,  any  corporate  office  whatfoever  in  tht 
cities  and  towns  in  which  they  rcfidc  ;  they  ai-e  incapaAtated 
and  difqualJficd  from  holding  or  exercifing  the  c/ffices  of 
IherifFs  and  fub-lherifFs,  and  various  offices  of  truft,  honour^ 
and  emolument  in  the  ftate,  in  his  majefty's  military  an<l 
naval  fervice,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  laws  to  xlni 
their  native  land. 

«'  Your  petitioners,  declining  to  enter  into  the  principal 
detail  of  the  many  incapacities  and  inconveniences  avowedly 
inffided  by  thofe  ftatutes  lipon  his  majefty's  Roman  Cathoi 
licfubjefis,  beg  leave,  hpwever,  moft  earncftly  to  follcit  the 
attention  of  this  honourable  houle  to  the  humiliating  and 
ignominious  fyftem  of  exdufion,  reproach  and  fufpicion, 
which  thofe  ftatutes  generate  and  keep  alire. 

*•  For  your  petitioners  moft  humbly  (hew,  that  in  con-^ 
fequence  of  the  hoftile  fpirit  thereby  fanftioned,  their  !iope< 
of  enjoying  even  the  privileges  whidi,  through  tlie-benig* 
nity  of  their  moft  gracious  fovereign,  they  have  been  capa* 
citated  to  enjoy,  are  nearly  altogether  fruftrated,  infomuch 
that  they  are  in  effefl  fliut  out  from  almoft  all  the  honours; 
dignities  and  offices  of  truft  and  emolument  in  th^  ftate  j  from 
rank  and  diftin£tion  in  his  raajefty*s  armv  and  navy^  and 
even  from  the  loweft  fituations  and  franchiies  in  the  feveral 
cities  and  coirporate  towns  througlunit  his  majefty's  dorni^ 
nions. 

*•  And  your  petitioners  feverely  feel,  that  thii  unqualified 
interdiAion  of  thofe  of  their  communion  from  all  municipal 
ftationSy  from  the  franchifes  of  all  guilds  and  corporations, 
and  from  the  patronage  and  benefits  annexed  to  thofe  iitua* 
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ttonst  is  not  afievit  termioating^in  itfelf ;  for  diey  beg:  leave 
to  ftate,  that  by  giving  an  adrantage  orer  tlurfe  of  their 
cammunion  to  others,  by  whom  fuch  iituations  are  exclu- 
iivoly  poileiled,  it  eftablifhes  i  fpecies  of  qualified  CDonopuly, 
univeifally  operating  io  their  disfavour,  contrary  to  the  fpirtt> 
and  highly  detrimental  to  the  freedom  of  trade. 

*^  Your  petitioners  like«vife  feverely  feel,  tliat  his  majes- 
ty's Roman  Catholic  fubjeds,  in  coofequence  of  their  ex- 
clufion  from  the  oflkes  of  Iberifis  and  iub-(hexif&,  and  of 
the  hoftile  fphit  of  thofe  (latutes,  do  not  fatty  enjoy  certain 
other  ineftimable  privileges  of  the  Britilh  coofiitutioo*  which 
the  law  has  moft  jealoufty  maintained  and  fecuned  to  their 
fellow-fubjeds. 

«<  Your  petitioners  moft  humbly  beg  leate  to  folicit  the 
attention  of  this  honourable  boufe,  t(i  the  diftinAion.which 
has  conceded  the  eiedtve,  and  denies  the  reprefentative 
franthife  to  one  and  the  fame  clafs  of  his  majesty's  fob- 
jeQs  ;  which  detaches  from  property  its  proportion  of  poll* 
tical  power'  under  a  constitution  wbofc  vital  principle  is  tbe 
union  of  the  one  with  the  other ;  which  clofes  every  avenue 
of  legalifed  ambition  againft  thofe  who  muft  be.  prefumed  to 
have  great  credit  and  influence  amongil  tbe  ro^tsof  the  pa^ 
polation^f  the  country ;  wliich  refufes  to  peers  of  the  reoim 
ail  (hare  in  the  legMlative  reprefentation,  either .  aftual  or 
yirtiial,  and  renders  the  liberal  profeifion  of  tbe  Jaw  to 
Sonaan  Catholics  a  mere  objeA  of  pecuniary  trafficj  de^  '■ 
ipoil,ed  of  its  hopes  and  of  its  honours. 

. »«  Your  petitioners  further  moft  humbly  ftiew,  that  the 
exclufion  of  fo  numerous  and  efficient  a  portion  of  his  ma- 
jedy's  fubje&s  as  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  realm,  from, 
civil  honours  aud  offices,  and  from  advancement  in  bis  ma- 
jefty's  army  and  navy,  aduaily  impairs,  in  a  very  material 
degree,  the  moft  valuable  refources  of  tbe  Brttim  empii^ 
by  impeding  his  majefty's  general  fervice,  ftifiing  the  mo{^ 
honourable  aud  powerful  incentives  to  military  and  civil 
merit,  and  unneceflarily  reftrifting  the  ex^rcife  of  that  bright 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  which  encourages  good  ftib^da 
to  promote  the  public  welfare,  and  excites  them  to  roeiito^ 
rious  af^ions,  by  a  well  regulated  diftribution  of  public  hor 
nouvs  and  rewards* 

'*  Your  petitioners  beg  leave  moft  humbly  to  fubmit,  that 
thofe  manifold  incapacities,  feftrainis,  and  privations,  are  ab^ 
foiuteiy  repugnant  to  the  liberal  and  comprehenHve  princi^ 
pies  recognifed  by  their  moft  *  gracious  foveretgn  and  the 
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parliatneot  of  Ireland ;  that  they  are  impoUdc  reftraints  upoft 
fak  jnajefty's  royal  preni^tive  ;  that  tbey  are  hurtful  aad 
Texatious  to  the  feeliogsof  a  loyal  and  generous  people,  and 
that  the  total  abolition  of  them  will  be  found  not  only  coin-* 
patiblt  with,  but  highly  conducive  to  the  perfeft  fecurity  oif 
every  eftaUifliment,  religious  eg:  political,  now  exilUng  in 
this  realm. 

«»  For  your  petitioners  nioft  explicitly  declare,  that  they 
do  not  feek  or  wifh/  in  the  remoteft  degree,  to  injure  or  en«^ 
t;roach  upon,  *«  the  rights,  puvileges,  immunities,  poifef- 
'*  £kuis  or  revenues  appertaining  to  the  bifliops  and  clergy 
*«  of  the  protcftant  religion,  as  by  law  eftablimed,  or.to  the 
«  cburchea  committed  to  their  charge,  or  to  any  of  them." 
The  fole  objeA  of  your  petitioners  being  an  e^ual  partiei- 
aatioa,  upon  equal  terms,  with  their  fellow  fubjefis,  of  th^ 
full  benefits  of  the  Briti(h  laws  and  conftitution. 

**  Your  petitioners  beg  leave  moft  humbly  to  obferve, 
that  although  they  might  well  and  juftly  infift  upon  th^iirm 
and  amabated  loyalty  of  his  majefty's  Roman  Cathalic  fub- 
jeAs  to  their  mm  gracious  fovereign,  their  profound  refpect 
to  the  kgiAature,  and  their  dutiful  fubmiifion  to  the  laws* 
yet  tbey  moil  efpccially  reft  their  humble  claims  and  ex- 
pedattons  of  relief,  upon  the  clear  and  manifeft  conducive- 
oefs  of  the  maafure  which  they  folicit,  to  the  general  and 
permanent  tranquiilily,  ftrength,  and  happinefs  of  the  Bri^ 
ttih  empire  \  and  your  petitioners^  entertaining  no  doubt  of 
ita  full  accompUfliment,  from  its  evident  juftice  and  utility* 
do  moft  fole'mnly  ailure  this  honourable  houfe,  that  their  ear- 
oeft  folicitude  for  it  at  this  peculiar  crifis,  arifes  principally 
from  their  anxious  defire  to  extinguifh  ail  motives  to  dtC- 
union,  and  all  means  of  exciting  difcontent. 

**  ¥ov  your  petitioners  moft  humbly  ftate  it  as  their  de^ 
ctded  opinion,  that  the  enemies  of  the  Brttilh  empire,  who 
meditate  the  fubjugatton  of  Ireland,  have  no  hopes  of  fuctn 
ceis,  fave  in  the  difunion  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  therefore  it 
is  that  your  petitiuoers  are  deeply  anxious  at  this  moment,, 
that  a  nleafure  ihould  be  accompliffaed  which  will  annihilate 
the  principle  of  religious  animoiity^  and  animate  all  de-> 
fcriptions  of  his  majefty*s  fubje£ts  in  an  cnthufiaftic  defence 
of  the  heft  conftitution  that  has  ever  yet  been  eftablifbed. 

*«  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  niioft  humbly  prefume  to 
exprefs  their  eameft,  but  refpeAful  hope,  that  this  honour- 
able houfe  will,  in  Its  wifdom  and  liberality,  de^m  the  feve- 
Fal  ftatutes  now  in  foxce  againft  (heni;  no  longer  neceHary  to 
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be  retaiaed,  aiUl  that  hh  mttcfty's  loyal  and  dattftKobje^b 
pmfefBng  the  Roman  Catholic  reJigion,  may  be  efieAoaUf 
relieved  from  the  operation  of  thofeflatates»andthat.foilief 
ifiay  be  reftorcd  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  the 
British  conflitutidn,  and  to  every  inducement  of  attachment 
to  that  c6Aftitution  equally  and  in  eommoa  with  their  fel* 
low  fub^ds  throughout  the  Britifh  empire* 

'  '    '^       '    *♦  And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray.**'  . 

^n  Mr.  Fox  moving  that  the  petition  ihoold  Ik  on  tbe 
table, 

Mr.  Ca^tivrigbt  rofe,  and  after  difclatnung  any  intentioit 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  petition  at  that  time,  exprefled 
liis  regret  that  the  fubjed  to  which  it  referred  fliould  be 
brought  forward  for  difcuflion  under  exifting  circumfianceiw 
He  was  forry  to  hear  tl]c  allulion  to  this  topic  on  a  former 
day,  and  whatever  opinion  he  might  entertam  as  to  the  ol>* 
jednf  the  Catholics^  knowing  that  there  was  to  tlic  attsuiK 
ment  of  that  obje A  an  infurmountable  obftacle,  of  if hich 
the  Cadioltcs  themfelves  muft  be  aware,  he  was  fucpri£e4 
their  advocates  ihbold  prefs  the  meafure  until  that  obftacie 
fhould  be  removed,  as  they  muft  welt  know  tiiat  agaivll  it 
there  was  no  chance  of  fucce6^  [A  loud  cry  of  order  !  9r* 
jfr  /]-*-Tbe  hon.  member  refuraed«  and  obiferved,  tl/st  he 
lametited  much  the  introdu&ion  of  this  c)ueftion  at  psefoat ; 
beeaufe,  as  it  was  a  fubjecS  upon  which  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  fo  much  alive,  he  was  itrohgly  s^* 
prehenilve  that  the  difcuflion  might  produce  a  feriDentatioi» 
in  that  country,  which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
empire,  might  lead  to  muft  dangerous  confequenees* 

Mr,  Fox  faid,.  that  the  lK>n.  member  had  alluded  to  an  itu 
furmbuntable  obflocie  -,.  but  what  that  obftacle  was  tlie  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  mentioned.  He  fhould  wait  to  bear^ 
ypoii  the  difcuffion  of  the  meafure  to  which  the  petition  re-» 
ferred,  what  the  nature  of  that  obflade  wa$,  and  then  be 
fliould  take  occafion  to  (late  hfs  opinion  refpefiing  it.  i^t 
prefent  be  (hould  onfy  fay,  that  it  was  his  intention  toap* 
point  a  day  for  the  difcu/fion  of  a  propofitioafi)undecl  on 
the  petition.  From  information  received,  he  underftoud  that 
the  Iiifh  members  were  fur  the  rooft  part  at  piefeot  in  lrc«* 
jand,  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  aflizes,  and  that  they*  could 
not  conveniently  return  for  fome  tiirle.  It  was  his  wilh  to 
&x  upon  as  early  a  day  as  pofliblc,  and  he;  fhouid  mention  t):r 
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9&i  df  Mayi  bat  in  the'cooffe  of  the  enfmog  week  ho 
Ibould  be  able  toitace  the  precife  day. 

Dr.  Duigenan  wifhed  the  hon.  member  would  fix  upoa 
fomethine-about  the  9th  of  May,  as  he  meant  to  fpeak  upoa 
thir  queuioiif  and  could  not  conveniently  remain  in  this 
country  much  after  the  beginning  of  May. 

Mr.  Fox  had  no  objeftion,  for  himfelf,  to  fix  definitively 
upon  the  9  th  of  May  ;  but  was  not  at  prefent  able  to  fay 
what  day  it  was  moft  convenient  to  appoint*  The  ^ifl 
ference  of  tw<>  or  three  dkys  would  not,  he  fancied,  be  at  all 
niateriai. 

The  notice  ftands  at  prefent  for  the  19th  df  May, 
.  The  houfe  refoived  into  «  committee  on  .the  America^, 
treaty  a£l ;  and,  on  Che  motion  of  Mr.  Rofe,  the  chairmaik 
was  direAed  to  move  the  houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
continue  and  amend  the  ad  refpe£ling  our  treaiv  of  coni« 
mercc,  &c.  with  America.  The  houfe. refume<C  and^ttic 
chairman  obtained  leave  accordingly..      -  ! 

The  houfe  refoived  into  a  committee  on  the  order  of 
council  refpefting  our  conimcrcial  intercofirfe  through  neu- 
tral fhtpping  Vith  the  enemyS  ports,'  and  the  chairman  was 
direfled  to  apply  to  the  houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
niakiiig  valid  the  orders  grailted  by  his  majcfty's  council  to 
permit  fhe  import  and  export  of  goods,  &c.  to  and  from  the. 
ports  of  Spain  in  neutral  (hips.  The  houfe  refunaed,  and 
leave  was  g^ven  to  bring  la  the  bill. 

Mr.  Francis,  in  order  to  2|ccommodate  gentlemen,  wliofe 
prefence  and  attention  he  much  wifhed  for  on  the  difcuflioa 
of  the  fubjed  refpeding  India,  of  which  be  had  given  no-, 
tice  for  Mondav  next,  begged  leave  to  ppftpone  his  notice  Ux 
'  the  Monday  following. 
.  -Mr,  Foftcrgave  notice,  that  he  would,,  .on  Wedoe£iay/ 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  torcftrain  the  iflije  of  fmall 
notes  in  Ireland,  and  atfo  move  for  a  bill  to  amend  afiil  keep  . 
in  repair  the  (lage  coach  roads  in  tliat  country* 

Gerural  fValpole  announced  his  intention  of  moviaz  for  a 
reviiion  of  the  refolution  refpe6ting  the  grant  of  a  him  of 
money  to  the  captors  of  certain  (hips»  &c.  at  the  harbour  of 
Toulon,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Uft  war. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fug^eded  to  the  hon,  af< 
ficer,  that,  in  point  of  form,  it  was  ufual  to  mention  folne 
particular  day  on  fuch  notices.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  teioiuf- 
tion  to  which  the  J)on.  member  alluded,  which  was  in  faA 
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am  act  o^  parliament,  he  co&ld  tell  the  b'on.  fnetnber  thatrit 
was  kept  open  for  a  confidcrablc'  time,  to  TeteiTe*  applica^ 
tions  from  luch  as  bad  a  right  to  c1aim>  and  the  money  was 
oow  under  the  afi  in  the  courfe  of  diftribution. 

General  Walpoie  declined  to  fix  a  day  until  be  (hoohi] 
Ceive  fome  farther  information  on  the  fabjeft.  . 
'  Adjourned/ 


HOtJSEOFLORDS- 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  264 

Counsel  were  heard  in  the  appeal  cause,  Rochheid  t^.  Sir 
Alex.  Kinlock.  To  be  further  proceeded  in  that  dai^  fort* 
night. 

The  legacy  duty  bill  and  some  private  bills'  were  brought 
up  from  the  commons  and  read  a  first  time. 

The  annual  accounts  of  the  London  flour  company  were 
•presented  and  laid  upon  the  table.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDA^T^  MARCH  26. 

Mr.  Worsley,  from  the  London  flour  company,  presented 
several  accounts  from  that  body,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Sir  John  Newport  gave  notice  th'at  lie  should  the  next  day 
move,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  appohited  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  establishing  provincial  asylums  in  Ireland, 
to  provide  for  the  return  of  animal  accounts  of  the  infirmaries 
and  other  charitable  institutions. 

Mr.  Rose  brought  up  the  American  neutral  trade  bBI,which 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  Rose  brought  up  Xht  Bill  granting  to  diens  abroad  the 
same  privileges  in  the  disposal  of  prizes  as  were  now  possessed 
by  the  n'ativos  of  the  united  kingdom. — ^Read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

The  Secretary  at  War  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bilt^imi- 
lar  to  that  of  hst  year,  for  increasing  the  rates  of  subsistence 
to  bepaid  to  innkeepers  aiid  others  for  quartering  of  troop»,&c. 

Mr.  Huskisson  tn-ought  up  the  additional  import  duty  bill, 

and  the  additional  excise  doty  bill,  which  were  read  a  fiist 

time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day.  *^  - 

;  .Colonel  Stanley  presented  a  petition,  praying  that  another 

.  ,  petition 
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peHtioa  tkooBt'ihe -Duke  of  Athol,  relative  to  the  improvemems 
in  mh  ble  of  Man^  might  be  !>rou^ht  up.  The  cause  of  its 
bein^  so  long  delayed  waS|  that  as  it  applied  for  a  gr^pt  of 
public  money,  Jt  was  necessary  to  obtain  his  majesty's  coh- 
seat  to  it. — Leave  vms  given,  the  petition  was  brought  up, 
read,  and  refarred  Co  a  committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Stanley,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  in  1792  on  the  state  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
mil  accounts  of  the  revenue  of  the  island,  were  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  same  committee.  It  wa^  likewise  ordered, 
on  the  motion  of  the  honourat)le  colonel,  that  an  address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  requesting  that  he  would  be  graci- 
ously pleased  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  privy  council,  dated  ai  July  1804,  on  the 
former  petition  of  the  Duke  of  Athol. — ^The  Isle  of  Man  trade 
bill  was  directed  to  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Huskisson,  it  was  ordered  that  th^ 
house  should  the  next  day  resolve  itself  into  a  conimiTiee  on 
the  act  charging  duties  on  Spanish  wines  imported  ihto  Grtnt 
Britain. 

KEDUCTION    OF*  THE   MILITIA, 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tl^tt 
the  bill  for  reducing  the  militia  be  read  a  second  time. 

Air,  Hughes  declared  his  unqualified  disapprobation  of  the 
biU,  which  in  his  opinion  was  even  more  objectionable  than 
the  very  objectionable  measure  of  a  similar  tendency  in  the 
year  1799*  He  was  surprised,  when  an  innovation  of  suck 
niagnitude  was  proposed  to  the  house,  that  no  grounds  were 
stated  for  its  introduction;  at  least  no  grounds  except  such  as, 
if  they  were  admitted,  completely  contradicted  all  the  state- 
ments that  had  been  made  by  government  respecting  the  mi^ 
litary  defence  of  the  country.  In  1 799  a  very  strong  case  of 
immediate  necessity  had  been  made  out,  and  even  then  he 
thought  the  measure  involved  in  it  a  flagrant  violation  of  faith 
both  to  the  militia  and  to  the  country.  At  that  lime  the  mi- 
litia amounted  to  loo^ooo  men,  and  there  existed  both  i%  pro- 
visional cavalry  and  numerous  corps  of  fcncible  infantry, 
trhile  the  army  of  the  line  was  wasted  away  by  service,  and 
fhc  sources  from  which  it  might  be  regularly  supplied  were 
nearly  dried  up;  Then,  for  the  first  time,  did  piarliament 
jbake  a  breach  into  the  constitutional  force  of  the  country,  by 
graQcing  permission  to  recruit  the  regular  regiments  from  the 
milici^t*    The  danger  of  such  a  precedent   was  siifHcientiy 

evinced 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


e54  THJv  l»ARL!A^fENTARY  REGISTER.  [Co»iii«ii% 

evinced  by  the  bill  now  tinder  the  consideration  of  tht  homCm 
Ministers  had  assented  that  the  defence  ^ct^had  b^gnq  vigo- 
rously to  operate,  and  thut  the  regular  recruiting  for  the  army, 
was  going  on  with  spirit ;  if  so,  what  necessity  was  there  for 
such  an  oba<)xioas  plan  as  the  present?  If  it  should  happen. 
that  the  1 7,oQO  men  expected  to  volunteer  from  the  militia 
did  not  to|tie. forward,  he  wished  to  know  whether  the  ri^t 
honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  feerhimself 
justified  in  disbanding  the  number  deficient?  He  rather  diougbt 
not.  In  his  humble  opinion  the  garrison  of  the.  country,  in 
its' present  state,  without  any  reduction  whatever,  was  by  no 
means  too  strong^for  the  circumstances  of  the  times*  .  Had  all 
idea  of  invasion  vanished?  Were  the  fleets  of  France  dispers-. 
td,  or  her  armiqs  disbanded  ?  Was  this  then  a  moment  to^ 
ireakcn  the  constitiitional  defence  of  the  country,  not  only  by 
-  lessening  the  number  of  the  militia,  but  by  sowing  among  the 
^remainder  the  seeds  of  insubordination  for  the  private,  and  of 
disgu^  for  the  oiEcer?  Whenever  the  act  of  1799  had  been 
maitioned  in  that  house,  and  it  never  was  mentioned  unao- 
corhpanicd  by  censure,  it  had  been  defended  by  ministers  on 
the  ground  of  the  necessity  of  the  times,  and  a  solemn  pledge 
had  been  given  never  to  rcciir  to  the  same  mode  of  proceeding. 
After  this  open  breach  of  faith  how  could  we  depend  on  any 
future  pledge?  how  could  we  assure  ourselves  that  when  it 
vas  xieemed  convenient,  government  might  not  once  more  re- 
turn to  the  charge,  and  propose  a  further,  recruiting  out  of 
40,000  that  were  now  allowed  to  exist?  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances he  should  give  his  decided  negative  to  the  mo-ion* 
Mr,  Tcrhy  after  the  most  serious  consideration  tliat  he  had 
been  enabled  tp  give  to  the  subject,  was  perfectly  satisfied,  that 
the  general  principle  of  the  measure  ought  tp  be  adopted,  al- 
though he  miglit  perhaps  think,  that  the  me^thod  of  carrying 
it  into  effect  might  admit  of  some  modification.  The  advan- 
tages of  tlie  bill  were  so  obvious,  that  he  was  astonished  gen- 
tlemen should  remain  obstinately  blind  to  them.  The  acces- 
sion of  such  a  body  of  men  to  our  regular  force  at  this  critical 
juncture,  was  of  such  vast  importance,  that  the  strongest  rca« 
sons  must  surely  be  produced,  before  the  house  would  be  in* 
duced  to  forego  it.  He  was  himself  so  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vantage that  would  be  derived  from  the  measure,  that  the  only 
censure  he  felt  disposed  to  express  was,  that  it  had  not  been 
brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period,  persuaded  as  he  was« 
that  the  troops  to  be  obtained  by  it  would  not  be  disposed  ot 
in  the  way  ih  which  those  in  1791;  had  been*    The  honour* 

^   -      -  able 
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able'  gentleman  tcre  entered  into  an  examination  of  the  best 
mode  of  distributing  the  men  to  be  produced  bv  the  bill,  and 
particularly  msistecfon  the  expediency  of  allowmg  4  or  5C0O 
of  them  to  enter  in  the  marines,  a  corps  on  which  he  passed 
tKc  highest  eulogium.  He  professed  the  strongest  attachment 
to  the  militia  sesvfce,  and  averred,  that  if  this  measure  could 
bd  proved  likely  to  produce  any  serious  detriment  to  that  sevice, 
he  T^ould  be  the  last  man  to  advise  that  a  temjidrary  advan- 
tage should  be  gained  at  such  a  price.  The  hpn,  gentleman 
opposite  had  asserted  that  the  meaaure  was.  unconstitutional. 
The  words  constitutional  and  unconstitutional  were  used  in  a 
Variety  of  senses  in  that  house.  Tlie  former  was  frequently 
intended  merely  to  mean  that  which  was  consonant  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  gentleman  who  uttered  it,  and  vice  vershfthc  latter 
was  what  was  repugnant  to  those  feelings;  and  too  frequently  the 
declaimer  was  utterly'  ignorant  what  was  the  constitutioiu 
Widv  reference  to  the  militia,  what  did  the  constituticm  say 
oh  that  subject  ?  First,  that  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms^ 
when  called  on"^^  by  legitimate  authority,  should  come  for- 
ward in  defence  of  his  country.  Secondly,  that  a  respectable 
militia  force,  imder  the  command  .of  men  of  local  consequekicc 
and  estimation^  was  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  reahn;  but 
not  a  word  about  the  number  of  which  that  force  should  be 
composed.  It  was  true  that  there  existed  a  clause  in  the  mi- 
litia act,  prohibiting  the  enlistment  of  men  into  the  line,  but 
surely  this  was,  subject  to  the  interpretation  which  existing 
circimistances  might  require  to  be  put  upon  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  hh  opinion  it  would  be  much  more  advisable  tliat  z 
certain  number  from  each  company  of  every  militia  regiment 
should  annually  be  allowed  to  enlist  into,  the  line.  The  only 
attempt  at  an  argument  against  the  reduc;ion  that  he  had' 
n^rd  was,  that  the  feelings  of  the  ofScers  would  be  hurt  by  itJ 
Every  man  was  the  best  judge  of  his  own  feelings,  tor  his 
part  he  should  feel  the  greatest  pride  if  any  nnmber  of  men  in 
the  regiment  which  he  had  the  honour  to  command,  should 
voluntarily  offer  to  serve  their  country  in  a  more^  effectual 
manner  than  they  could  possibly  do  in  their  present  restrained 
situation.  He  had  contributed  all  in  his  power  to  the  succes^^ 
of  the  similar  measure  in  1799,  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  ro^ 
reflect,  that  no  less  than  500  men  vokrntcrcd  from  his  regi- 
ment into  the  line,  ^240  of  whom  cn^tred  into  the  20th  regi- 
ment, which  had  ever  supported  the  highest  character  for 
bravery  and  discipline.  It  was  apprehended  thai  the  tonsc-, 
quence  of  this  measus*«  would  be  tlie  sece&sion  ol  many  mca 
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of  rank  and  landed  property  from  the  militia  service.  No  on» 
could  deprecate  $uch  a  secession  more  than  bimself>  but  untQ 
he  saw  it,  he  could  not  believe  that  it  would  take  place.  la 
a  crisis  like  the  present  he  could  not  conceive  it  possible  £br 
such  men  to  abandon  the  canse  of  their  country  merely  becaoK 
a  majority  of  the  parliament  happened  to  differ  in  opinion 
irom  them  on  certain  points.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  circular 
letter,  signed  by  thirty-two  6eld  officers  of  militia  regi- 
ments, expressive  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  luU  before  the 
house.  Much  as  he  respeaed  thcm»  he  could  not  help  ob- 
serving, that  of  this  number  eighteen  were  dbtingnishol  for 
their  opposition  to  government,  and  he  could  not  avoid  thiixkin|^ 
that  if  certain  arrangements  had  taken  place  wl^ich  were  once 
expected,  if  what  was  called  a  broad  comprehensive  adminis- 
tration had  been  formed,  most  of  these  gentlemen  would  have 
been  of  a  different  opinion.  He  trusted,  thereforCi  that  as 
their  pbjections  were  not  purely  sentimental,  but  mixed  with 
political  feelings,  the  effccb  produced  by  the  bill  would  not 
De  so  considerable  as  had  been  predicted.  He  had  another 
observation  to  offer,  which  would  perhaps  ofiend  both  sides 
of  the  house;  it  was  on  the  power  to  be  granted  by  this  iSL 
to  the  colonel  of  a  militia  regiment,  to  divide  it  into  two  parts, 
before  the  volunteering  should  be  allowed  to  proceed.  In 
many  cases  (certainly  not  in  his  own}  he  thought  the  conse- 
quence would  b^  the  setting  aside  the  best  men;  those  who 
would  be  most  likely  to  ower  themselves,  such  as  tlie  grena- 
diers and  light  infantry;  whom  the  colonels  would  not  choose 
should  be  sent  over  to  the  continent  to  pull  down  a  king  ^ 
liombardy.  It  would  also  be  productive  of  great  heai  t-bum- 
ings  and  discontent  am^ng  themselves.  In  his  opinion  a  third 
should  be  permitted  to  volunteer,  and  if  they  exceeded  that 
proportion,  government  should  be  authorized  to  reject  those 
whom  they  thought  fit.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
expressing  his  earnest  hope  that  government  would  not  defeat 
our  expectations  of  a  speedy,  honourable,  and  permanent  peaoe, 
by  any  rash  and  ill-advised  expeditionst  of  anatureunfavouraUe 
to  the  attainment  of  that  great  o\iject  of  our  present  warfaie. 

Colonel  Bastard  had  always  imagined  that  parents  were  ready 
to  spring  to  the  defence  of  their  offspring  when  attacked  \yf 
any  danger;  but  the  present  instance  contradicted  his  expe- 
rience on  this  subject,  for  although  the  augmented  state  of  the 
militia  was  the  child  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  he  seemed  to  stand  up  as  its  mo^t  determined  enemy 
and  to  be  bent«  on  its  destruction^    The  effect  of  the  bill 

would> 
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inteld,  he  much:  feared,  be  to  drive  men  cBpropetij  and  coa* 
sequence  out  of«the  militia  service.  Should  an  invasion  take 
^butt,  he  Had  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  thejr  would  cordiallf 
unite  "to  fight  pro-  aris  et  focisy  but  he  was  apprehensive  that 
aotbing  but  the  actual  landing  of  an  enemy  could  re$t<Hre  that 
~  hwrncny  that  was  so  desirable.  For  his  own  part,  hecon£cs- 
ioit  he.  was  one  of  thdse  who  would  be  contented  to  see  thf 
milkia  remain  to  defend  their  homes,  and  not  detached  on 
any  such  Qnixotic  expedition  as  tlic  detlu*oning  of  ,a  king  o£ 
dLbmbardy.;  If,  for  the  mighty  sunft  of  ten  guineas,  for  the 
•hononr  and  gionr  of  being  a  private  soldier,  and  for  the  plea4 
-sureof  polling  down  thekingofLonibard{^^men  would  befound 
willing  to  quit  the  officers  under  whom  they  had  served  so  long, 
he  owned  that,  for  the  credit  of  his  Country,  he  wished  su^b 
a  want  of  attachment  should  be  exposed  as  little  as  possible. 
•  Lord  Temfii  declared  that  he  should  not  have  then  spoken 
upon  the  subject,  bnt  for  the  curious  scene  wliich  had,  been  just 
then  eothibited  of  a  gentleman  struggling  to  preserve  some  ap« 
pearadce  of  consistency  in  his.  conduct,  and  endeavouring  ta 
ivcondle  all  the*  contradictions  which  miglu  be  .eaqiected  to 
iretnlt  frooi  tlie  influence  of  his  diffianeot  sitiiaticins  and  hisdif* 
-ferent  connections.  The  noble  lord  then  traced  in  .regubff 
•BQcession  ali  the  proceedmgs  of  the  house,  from  tjic^  year 
4799  to  the  present  period.  In  1 799  the  levies  from  the  voa* 
licia'  were  limited  both  as  to  time  and  place,  now  they  Mrere 
to  be  unKmrted  in.  both  points  of  view. .  Since  that  period^ 
during  a  time  of  peace,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  himself, 
he  believed,  brought  forward  a  bill  which  declared,  that 
60^000  militia  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country;  and  yet  now  he  could,  as  a  friend  to  the  militia  sei*« 
vice,,  declare,  that,  in  a  time  of  war,  and  of  alleged  danger 
of  invasion,  it  wa$  fit  that  the  numbers  of  the  constitutional 
defenders  of  the  country  should  be  immediately  reduced  to 
40,000.  The  term  constiuition;v),  he  contended,  was  most 
^rorfectly  applied  to  that  description  offeree  which  was  to  be 
directed  by  the  principal  part  of  tl\c  landed  interest  of  the 
■toontry,  and.  through  the  ranks  of  which  there  flowed  the 
most  lively  expression  <rf  every  local  interest  which  could  pos- 
^  siUy  attach  tliem  to  the  soil,  or  make  them  wish  to  defend  it 
against  foreign  invasion.  The  allusions  which  had  been  made 
•to  the  proceedings  had  in  another  place,  and  the  humorous 
observations  attempted  to  be  made  upon  them,  he  conceived 
to  be  a  fihithful  delineation  of  the  feelings  of  the  right  hon. 
'gtthtkman  himself,  in  some  of  his  different  situations.  The 
arguments,  however,  were  so  few  and  so  iiitile,  that  He  should 
voIm  I.  1805.  4P  '  iiot 
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not  think  it  at  aU  incambeat'OB  him  to  give  them  aay  fonhcr 
answer. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  unjust  in  its  prihcipTe,'  and  oppressive  on  the  land-* 
holders*  The  right  hOYiourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr, 
Ybrkc),  who  prpfesed  such  tenderness  for  the  militia^  gave  ^ 
proqf  of  the  delicacy  of  his  feelings,  by  shewing  that  he  had 
Bone  ai  all.  The  right  hon.  gentleman's  military  apostacjT 
Was  equal  to  his  ministerial  apostacy. 

Mf^  Torke^  though  he  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing  the 
noble  lordy  begged  to  remind  him  that  urbanity  and  good  man^ 
ncrs  were  as  necessary  in  that  house  as  in  private  society. 

The  Speaker  mfermed  the  noble  lord  that  he  should  abstain 
from  personalities. 

The  Marquh  of  Douglas  apologized  to  th^  house  in  general 
if  he  had  departed  from  form.  He  described  the  present  bil) 
is  griming  to  the  fedings^  and  destructive  to  the  principles  of 
the  militia.  He  meant  not  nfierely  on  the  ground  oi  indi- 
vidual feelings^  but  of  general  injustice  and  departure  from 
the  constitution  of  themuitia.  He  thought  the  rpeasure  par* 
ticuhrly.  unjust  with  respect  t6  Scotland,  where  iMney-  h«d 
been,  expended  for  12,000,  but  only  6000  had  been  pro* 
cured,  atid  where  stiU  less  reeard  was  to  foe  shewn  to  wtut  was 
due  to  the  country  by  this  bill.  Here  he  adverted  to  the  ro» 
port  dT  the  noble  earl,  who  had  held  the  conunand  in  that 
country  some  timd  back>  having  given  in  his  resignation-  It 
was  not  so  much  matter  of  surprise  that  the  noble  eart  should 
Uaite  given  up  the  command  now,  as  that  he  should  have  held 
it  so  long  with  such  insufficient  means  as  were  afforded  to  him^ 
The  noble  earl  had,  however,  secured  the  esteem  of  the  whole 
country  by  the  manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  himself  in 
the  command..  He  condemned  the  impolicy  of  diminishiDg. 
ilie  internal  defence  for  uncertain  views  of  foreign  operation, 
lie  could  noty  indeed,  see  what  means  of  foreign  operation  we 
pobscssed,  when  ministers  themselves  could  hot  hold  out  to 
the  house  the  ussistvifice  of  a  simple  ally.  No  closer  relation 
Was  asserted  to  exist  by  them  witli  any  of  the  continental 

Sowers  than  that  of  conridential  intercourse.  Neither  could 
e  derive  much  encounigcment  to  this  measure  from  the 
scenes  that  had  passed  in  the  last  war,  nor  from  the  expcdi* 
tions  for  whicli  the  militia  had  been  induced  to  volunteer,  but 
over  which  it  was  better  now  to  draw  a  veil. 

Lord  Stanley  was  adverse  to  the  measure,  from  the  riot,  coi»* 
fusion,  and  insubordination  it  gave  rise  to,  not  only  at  the  im- 
mediate time  of  carrying  it  into  effect^  but  for  six  months  b^ 
^    *  .     fore 
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(ore  and  after.  H^  t))Qtight  it  more  conwtenc  with  die  ton- 
stitutiOQ  of  the  militia  to  nake  the  reduQUOn  firsts  aD4  thm 
to  aUolnr  the  men  the  option  of  entering  into  ibt  line.  •  He 
thoiight  no  necessity  had  been  shewn  in  fiipport  of  tbe  me«P 
€ur^,  which)  Kowev'er,  no  circiimstancci  could  justify. 

Lord  Eustm  approved  of  this  mode  of  carrying  into  efie^t 
immediately  the  reduction  agreed  upon  last  year.  He  ^eed 
ia  the  propriety  of  the  reductions  principally  on  the  gri^nd 
of  the  difficulty  of  finding  officers,  the  amount  of  wjbach  he 
knew  from  ex;perience.  The  same  reason  existed  now  with 
the  same  force.  He  saw  no  reason,  therefore,  why  the  sur» 
plus  over  what  could  be  found  consistently  with  the  original 
constitution  of  the  militia  sbcnid  not  be  transferred  to  the 
jurmy,  if  the  men  were  willing  to  gou .  He  trusted  proper 
measures  would  be  taken  to  carry  the  plan  into  execution  with 
deconun»  and  to  prevent  its  interfering  with  discipline. 

The'  Chanctlfqr  of  the  Exchequer  wns  anxions  to  hear  the 
sentiments  of  tl^ose  hoqourable  gentlemen  who  were  most 
earnest  in  opposition  to  this  measure,  and  particularly  those 
of  bis  noble  friend  and  rdative  opposite  (Z^ord  Temple)^ 
Under  the  mortifying  difficulty  of  having  so  many  of  fSxo^ 
connected  with  the  militia  against  him,  it  was  som4 .  fiatisfbc* 
tion  to  .him  to  hear  the  sentiments  expressed  by  hit  no^< 
friend  behind  him  (X4ord  Euston),  than  whom  no  mw  waa 
more  sincerely  attached  to  the  constimtton  of  the  j|oiliti«» 
One  argument  advanced  munst  the  megsure  was  exttraordir 
nary  indeed  :  it  was  said,  from  the  m^rit  chiimed  on  thAt^d^ 
for  the  state  of  the  army,  and  the  different  measures  itfoptBfl 
to  increase  it,  no  ground  of  necessity  ^ould  now  be  assntl^ed 
for  the  support  ot  the  pfd^nt  mgtion.  Those  who>  ai;guod 
in  this  way  forgot  the  sentiments  that  were  maitKained  oH 
that  side  of  the  nonse,  as  well  as  on  thiir  own,  in  foniier 
discussions  on  aubjects  of  this  nature.  It  had  not  been  main- 
tai«ed  on  that  «idc,  that  the  army  was  in  so  fidrmidable  % 
state  as  not  to  require  aiiy  increase*  It  had  been  cootedded 
with  success,  against  those  who  asserted  that  the  moisures 
adopted  last  rear  had  no  success  whatever,  that  great  advan* 
tages  had  arisen  from  these  measures  \  but  it  was  admitted 
that  they  were  still  insufficient,  and  that  the  regular  arm^f 
ought  still  to  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  our 
Ibrce.  But  while  the  hon.  gentlemen  imputed  to  them  this 
deviation  from  what  in  fact  they  did  not  say,  they  totally  for- 
got and  contradicted  what  they  did  say  themselves*  The 
hon.  gentlemen  repeatedly  urged,  that  the  regular  army  w;is 

4  P  2  far 
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far  beloir'its  jmt  propbrtion,  and  that' this  wai^  much  t6  be 
f^reired.  It  was  too  hard  to  itn^itc  to  him  and  his  fricodis 
what  they  had  tootisiidj'  and  altogether  to  lose  sight  of  wh^t 
\hjty  had  themsclvcB4<iot  6nly  said,  liut  forciibly  and  repcat^dfy 
insisted  upon.  As  to  the  grounds  of  necessity  of  tlie^iiic 
create otf  the  regular  anny  now,  those- who  proposed  the  in- 
crease' never  said  the  existing  regtilar  forfce  was  efficient* 
HiTiat  the  regular  army  required  no  increase  was  what  he  be- 
lieved he  should  not  hear  from  any  quarter.  It  was  saki  by 
his  noble  relation  that  there  was  a  distinct  object  when'  the 
imiitia  were  permitted  to  ToUmteer  in  1799-  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  immediate  object  of- an  expedition  m^ 
n^essary.  If  th^  possible  situation  of  Europe,  he  wdiitdnct 
say  how  probable,  because  that  would  be  the  consideratidli  df 
^another  time;  if  that  situation  was  nbt'stifHcienir  cause '^o 
constitute  a  necessity  for  ftflrming  ^ti  army  in  tim^,  to  prtifit 
by  circumstaHi^s  if  they  should  come  about,  the  application 
of  the  woi^' would  be  narrowed  so  as  tO' exclude  )all  conadera- 
tion  of  prudence  drrferesight.'  He- cotnplimented  th^  fcon. 
gentleman  below  him  (Mr.  Torke)  on  'the  manliness  with 
whldi  *he.  had  acted  in  this  matter.  He  regretted  hacviitg 
iPi^antM  the  hon.  gentleman'^  suppott  last<  year,  as  much  as  he 
r^biced  at  having  it  now ;  and  he  contended,  that  having 
opposbd  the  measure  Under  consideration  then,  was  no  Mason 
miy  any  person  should  not  support  the  present  measore^'in- 
^bmucti  that  even  an  hon.  gentleman  who  usuaUy  sar  bdow 
(Afr;  Windham)  and'  the  hon.  gentleman  who  sat*  opposite, 
%9)dre  Ih  some  measure  bound  to  give  their  assent  on  this'  oc* 
cation.  As  to  the  objectioh  that  thii  was  a  viqlaticn  ^of  the 
constitution  of  the  militia,  it  had  been  very  propa?ly  argued 
m  answer,  that  far  from  being  a  fundamental  principle,  the 
point  in  q^tion  in  this  respect  was  but  a  mere  regulation. 
As  to  the  Aarge  of  this  being  an  abuse  of  a  force  instituted 
§or  defence,  he  thought  it  absurd  to  say  that  such  nan  ^sftct 
could  arise  from  converting  a  part  of  the  militia  into  a  force, 
which  ^was  universally  allowed  to  be  better  for  defensive  pur- 
poses, at  the  same  time  that  it  was  capable  of  more  extetided 
services*  No  ^ith  was  broken  with  those*  who  served  by 
i^bstifUte.  The  substitute  engaging  first  for  limited -service, 
4nd  afterwards  volunteering  for  general  service^  only  became 
more  valuable  for  all  the  purposes  proposed  in  his  enrolment ; 
and  if  the  immediate  deduction  placed  those  who  bad  prcK 
vidcd  substitutes  sooner  under  the  influence  of  the  ballot, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  casualties  to  be  supplied  in  40,000, 

when 
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whea  distri^led  over  tbc  whole  kingdoiDi  xould  harcIWbc 
si^>^K>sed  liiftClj  very  jsoon  tp  afiect  tUe  same  persons.  If  .the 
supplementsfty  milkia  were  kept  up  during  the  war,  it  wa^ 
olmous  that  the  chance  of  the  ballot  .woi2d  fall  much  more, 
geoerally  and  heavily.  Then  as  to  the  injury  to.be  appr^- 
hsended  to  discipline  and  subordination  every  measure  should 
be  taken  to  i^event  such  a  mischief..  The  recruiting  officers 
s^gittld  be  kept  a^  as  great  a  distance  as  possible.  He  allowed 
tftat  while  the  measure  was  pending^  the  officars  and  men  ia 
tjtie  regular  service  would  present  temptations,  but  so  £ar 
£f^m  countenancing  such  applications,  no  instructions  had 
Yjusfsa  sent  to  the  regular  regiments  to  invite  the  militia  16 
volunteer.  One.  app^ation  had  been  made  for  permission  to 
bold  out  such. invitations,  but  it  had  been  peremptorily  r&- 
fbsed.  He  wpuld  venture  to  say  further,  that  every <ihjiig 
that  could  .be  d^ne  by  the  military  depart}ncnt  of .  his  ma- 
jesty^s  goveramem,  to  prevpnt  the  irrj^gularitiesapprefaended^ 
wouI<3  be  done.  It  was  to  be  recoUectedi  that  if  four-iifths 
of  the  quota  w«re  ready  at.  the  time,  no  further  demand  was 
U>  be  made $.. and  that  every  thing  had  been  doncy  and  wobld 
be  done,  on  ^is  part,  to  render  the  measure  as  palatable  asi 
possible-  Tlve  particular  provisions,  might  be  modified  in  the. 
committee  3  and  the  setting  apart  one  half  for  the  founda* 
tipn  of  the  reduced  regimei«t,  was  a  security  against  deteri^ 
oiation.  As  to  permitting  the  marines  to  recruit  from  this 
source,  he  dqubted  the  propriety  of  it.  As  to  the  artillery^  ' 
it  was  to  be  permitted  to  thetn«  With  respect  to  the  guard^ 
it  was  not  determii^ied  whether  they  should ;  if  they  were,  it, 
should  not  be  to  any  extent,  and  with  a  limit  as  to  size  ^  but 
he  doubted  altogether,  whether  it  would  be  right  to  open 
this  channel  of  recruiting  to.  them.  The  measures  taken  for 
the  gradnal  aiigmentation  of  the  regulars,  had  not  had  all 
the  e^'ect  that  could  be  desired  or  that  was  expected  from 
thence,  but  they  afforded  a  constant  and  continued  supply  to, 
a  considerable  amount.  ^On  this  ground  it  was  desirable  for 
the  public  to  adopt  the  means  of  augmentation  now  proposedr 
with  a  view  to  give  the  utmost  effect  to  any  favourable  cir-. 
cvunstan^e  that  may  arise. 

Mr,  fyiiidham  said  that  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  he  had 
wy  objection  to  the  increase  of  the  troops, of  the  line*  "  That 
was  an  object  so  much  in  conformity  >vith  all  the  sentiments 
he  had  maintained^  and  so  directly  in  opposition  to  all  those 
which  had  been  supported  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  whp 
moved. this  ixieasuire,  that  if  was  not  likely  be  should  oppo^ 
>  him 
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him  in  it.  The  right  hbn.'  gentleman  was  now  employed  ia 
caking  down  a  part  of  the  building  which  he  hftd  been  jo 
long  employed  in  erecting.  He  applauded  the  workman  and 
he  applauded  the  work.  It  was  a  satisfaction  to  find  that  th^ 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  so  good-naturedly  disposed  to  cor« 
rect  every  thing  erroneous  he  may  have  formerly  established. 
Considering  the  length  of  time  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
formerly  be^n  in  power,  considering  he  was  now  in  power 
Again,  and  that  maiiy  wished  him  to  remain  in  power,  it 
would  be  to  be  lamented  indeed  if  he  adhered  to  every  error 
he  had  fallen  into.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  completely  re* 
Heved  the  house  from  that  apprehension,  for  a  more  pointed, 
recantation  of  his  former  pinciples  and  practice  could  not 
possibly  be  exhibited.  It  was  certainly  a  departure  from  his 
forin^  system  only  in  part,  for  Vrhat  a  happy  varictv>  it  con* 
tained  in  it  what  in  the  sporting  language  was  callea  ahedge^ 
the  effect  of  which  was,  that  there  was  a  chance  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  at  alt  events  win*  Here  theTnoD, 
gentleman  adverted  to  the  extent  to  which  the  miUtia  system 
had  been  from  time  to  time*carried.  The  English  militi;| 
tras  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  supplementary ;  th^n  th^ 
Scotch  militia  was  added,  and  afterwards  the  Irish.  The 
building  was  >  elevated  by  heaping  story  on  story  tiU  it  was 
impossible  to  go  further.  The  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  was  at 
that  time  in  the  militia  line,  he  afterwards  set  up  shop  under 
the  abolition  of  the  ballot.  He  had,  however,  stuck  to  the 
old  trade  till  it  failed  \  he  kept  close  to  the  ballot  till  its 
death,  and  he  cried  out  its  last  speech  in  the  introduction  of 
his  parish  bill ;  this  parish  beauty,  in  coarse  russet,  that  hQ 
}iad  fbuhd  so  fascinating.  The  ballot  had  not  been  given  up 
till  late.  It  had  been  given  up,  however  5  it  was  found  that 
it  increased  the  bounty,  and  that,  by  its  mean^,  men  were 
not  to  be  had  for  general  service.  Then  the  right  hon.  gea-p 
tieman  set  out  with  a  general  declamation  gainst  the  ballot, 
which  he  at  length  found  out  was  very  injurious  to  the  ser» 
vice.  The  abolition  of  the  ballot  was  one  step  towards  that' 
negative  system  which  he  and  his  hon.  friends  had  recom- 
mended, when  being  asked  for  their  plan,  they  said  it  con* 
sistcd  merely  in' getting  rid  of  all  the  impediments  that  checked 
the  simple  recruiting.  To  remove  evib  was  certainly  the  first 
rtcp  towards  effecting  ^ood  5  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
change  had  not  this  dfect.  Two  negatives^  it  was  said,  mad^ 
an  aflirraative ;  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  second  pro- 
ceeding was  but  a  further  departure  from  his  formo'  princi- 
ples 
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ptes  and  practice.    His  parish  Wli  went  to  abolish  the  ballot^ 
or  at  least  to  remove  it  to  a  considerable  distuice  i  but  if 
that  took  it  away,  this  measure  gave  it  back }  because  the 
parish  bill  removed  it  to  too  great  a  distance^  thb  brought  it 
sear,  so  as  to  enable  him  more  easily  to  come  at  it.    These 
observations  went  mord  to  the  author  than  to  the  measure  ^ 
t^t  though  measures  were  to  be  judged  of  in  themselves,  yet 
a  part  of  their  credit  was  connected  with  the  personal  ,cba-^ 
racter  of  those  from  whom  they  proceeded,  an^  therefore 
what  ke  had  said  on  this  head  was  not  improper  nor  zrrele-» 
vtmt.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  argued,  that  he 
atid  those  who  were  of  opinion  with  him  that-  the  regular 
force  was  too  small,  and  the  militia  too  large,  ought  to  sup^ 
port  this  measure.    Certainly  it  would  not  be  inconsistent  in 
them  to  support  it,  but  they  were  not  therefore  necessarily  to 
do  w>.    Though  they  argued  that  the  militia  should  he  re- 
duced, and  the  regular  army  augmented,  they  were  not  tnere^ 
fore  bound  to  approve  all  means  whatsoever  proposed  for 
carrying  these  objects  into  effect.     His  objeaionto  this  m<ia* 
sore  was,  that  it  did  nr    produce  advantage  to  the  regulars 
in  proportion  as  it  did  injury  to  the  militia.    The  only  diffe- 
rence was,  that  the  number  of  men  transferred  would  be  ap*' 
plied  to  a  more  advantageous  service.    He  allowed  the  ser^ 
vice  was  more  advantageous  -,  but  it  was  not  trained  men  that , 
the  army  Wanted,  and  he  put  it  to  the  regular  officers,  whe- 
ther they  would  not  prefer  unexercised  men  to  those  disci^ 
plined  miUtia  who  would  never  make  good  troops.    He  did 
not  s:*y  that  the  militia  was  not  in  every  respect  equal  to  the 
regulars  in  training ;  in  many  instances  they  were  accustomed 
to  equally  severe  discipline,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice there  was  always  something  hanging  about  a  militianinii 
which  rendered  him  more  untractable  than  was  consisterit  . 
with  the  well-being  of  the  regular  scivice.     He  did  not  nieair 
in  this  to  argue  that  no  aid  should  ever  be  taken  from  the 
militia  to  the  TiUje,  but  ncvei^  witliout  great  emergency.   Ano- 
ther objection  be  had  was  on  a  broader  ground,  that  if  any 
general  modification  of  our  military  system  was  to  be  rj- 
sorted  to,  it  worid  be  retarded  and  rendered  more  diJiicuit 
by  the^  occasional  expedients.    The  great  defect  of  the  pre- 
sent system  was,  that  its  parts  were  not  well  joined,  so  as  to^ 
aid  and  co-operate -with  each  other.    The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  brides  overlooked  another  point  of  difference. 
The  enlistment  here  proposed  was  for  lire,  which  was  equally 
omtrary  to  the  geti^al  principle  proposed  by  him>  and  the 
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original  principle  of  ihi  oiilitid.  He  allowed  'that>  if  nece^ 
uty  required)  he  himself  would  be  ready  to  take  stronger 
stqps  with  respect  to  the  miHtia  than  the  present,  and  be  coiv 
sidcred  the  mitigations  allowed  by  the  right  hon.  centiemaiip 
^  the  most  convincing  proofs  that  the  necessity  of  the  iiiea-< 
sure  was  not  felt.  He  regarded  these  expedients  so  frequently 
▼aried^  as  the  ruinous  resources  of  a -spendthrift  prodigal, 
who,  to  supply  the  want  of  the  moment,  cuts  down  the 
young  timbieT  of  his  estate,  which  in  aiittle  time  would  be 
double  its  present  value.  It  was  evident  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman>  had  got  into  a  system  of  shifts  and  expedients  which 
should  be  removed  every  six  months.  Thus  the  parish  biU» 
which  was  to  produce  27,000  men,  of  which  9000  were  to 
'be  allowed  to  go  into  the  regulars  every  year,  and  to  be  sap* 
plied  again  from  the  country,  had  produced  about  aooo^ 
which  was  nearly  the  same  proportion  a  tailor  bore  to  a  man 
(a  Imt^). '  Thus,  instead  of  the  fiiil  grown  man  that  had 
been  promised,  the  country  should  now  content  itself  with 
this  miserable  tailor's  apprentice.  The  house  was  in  fact  re- 
duced to  subsist  upon  its  votes,  as  a  iioble  lord  had  very  pro- 
perly  expressed  it-  on  a  former  occasion.  The  house  had 
voted  the  measure  of  last  session,  in  the  hope  that  it  woold 
produce  recruits  for  the  army  to  a  great  amount*  The  hope 
had  failed*  Now  this  measure  was  called  for  with  sumlar 
promises,  and  it  was  unknown  what  other  equally  infaliible 
expedient  was  in  reserve,  if  the  promised  hope  should  not  be 
fiilfilled.  The  measure  now  proposed  would  be  attended 
with  great  inconvenience,  and  the  officers  of  the  militia  were 
averse  to  it.  He  took  occasion  to  revert  to  the  irritation 
with  which  his  hints  at  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  milim 
had  been  formerly  recqjved ;  and  after  a  few  further  observa^ 
tions,  concluded  with  expressing  hiss  disapprobation  of  the 
biU. 

The  question  being  called  for,  the  house  divided* 
For  the  second  reading  -  •  14& 
Against  it         •         -         *  -  59 

Majority  -  89  ~ 

'  The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  tiine,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  on  Thursday  next. — Adjourned. 

£ND  OF  Vol.  I.  1 805* 


J.  Oillot,  Printer,  Crowo-court,  f  leet-ftrect. 
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No.    t.  EXTRAdr  bf  a  Dispatch  fr^m  Lord  Hawkesbnry 
to   J*  H.  Frere,  Esquiie,    dated    Downing  Stre«l^ 
dd  June,  1803. 

Ko»    a*    Extract  of  a  Dispatch  fropi  J«  H«  Frere,  Esquire,  to 

Lord  HawkesburTv  dated  Aranjueai  3d  Jane;  fSos* 

Inclosure  in  No.  %.     Note  from  J.  H.  Freie» 

£squire,  to  Don  Pedi^  Cevallos,  dated  3d  JiuKt 

1803, 

No.  $»  Diftpatch  from  J.  H.  Frer^,  Esquirci  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury»  dated  Madrid,  loth  Jane,  iSoS. 

I«  I&closttire  in  No.  3.  TrUnshition  of  a  Note 
from  Don  Pedro  CeraQos  to  J.  H.  Freic^ 
Esquire,  dated  Aranjuez,  9th  Jane,  1803. 
s.  Inclosure  in  No.  3.  Note  from  J.  H.  Frere^ 
Esquire,  to  Don  Pedro  CevaUos,  dated  lotk 
June,  iSojf. 

No;    4«    IXspatch  from  L  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord  Hawkes* 
bury,  dated  Madrid,  zath  September,  i8ot« 
Ibciosure  in  No.  4.    Note  from  J,  H.  Frere, 
'    I  Esquire,  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallot,  dated  9th  St^ 

tember,  1803. 

No#  j.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  fh>m  Lord  Hawkesbury  to 
J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street,  a4th 
November^  1803% 

N«.  '  6.    Extract  of  a  Dispatdi  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire  to 
Lord  Hawkcsbury,  dated  Madrid,  a7tli  Deoember, 
S803. 
I.  Inclosure  in  No.  6.    Note  from  J.  H,  Frere, 

Esquire,  dated  13th  December,  1803. 
J.  Inclosure  in  No.  6.    Translation  of  a  Note 
from  Don  Pedro  Cefallos  to  J.   H,  Fretc^ 
Eaquiit,  dated  j[6th  Dcaembe^  180}. 
n 
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3-  Enclosure  in  No.  6,    Note  from  J.  Hf.  Fref^ 
^.squire,  to  Don  Cevallos,  dated  s6th  Deccin« 

"     bcr,  i8o3. 

No.     7 .     Dispatch  from  J.  H;  Fr ere,  EJjqUire,  to  Lord  Hawkei* 
.    bury,  d^tcd  Madrid,  27th  December,  1803. 

No.  8.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J,  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to 
Lord  Hawkesbary,  dated  Madrid^  27th  December, 

No*  9.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesburjr  t» 
J,  H.  Frcre,  Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street,  21SC 
January,  1804.  1 

Na.  i<v  ExtraA  of  <  Dispatch  from  J.  H,  Frerep,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  3d  March,  ^804. 

I..  Inclosiire  in  No.  |o.     Note  from  J.  H.  Frcre, 
Esquire,  to  Don  Fedrp  Cevailos,  dated  ad  Ja- 
'     nuary,  18O4. 

3.  Inclosure  in  No.  lo.    Note  from  Don  Pedro 
Cevailos  to  J-.  H.  Frcre,  Esquire^  dated  i3tli 
•    •  January,  1804. 

J.  Inclosure  in  No.  10.    -Note  from  J.  H.  Frcre, 

Esqnife,  to  Don  Pedro  Cevailos,.  dated  24tit 

January,  180A* ; 

4*  IncIosLwe  in  No.  lo.     Note  from  Don  Pedra 

Cevailos  to  Jr  H*.  Frere,  Esquire,  dated  27tb 

'  .     January,  1804. 

5^  Iftclosufe  in  No»  10.     Not«  from  J.  H.  Frcre, 

Esquire,  dated  Madrid,  iBth  February,  1804- 

Nq»  XI.  Extraft  of  a  DiQ)atch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to 
to  Lord  Hawkesbury^  dated  Madrid,  z8ch  Aprils 
1804-  .» 

Inclosure  in  No.  1 1 .  Note  from  Don  Pedro  Ce- 
vailos. to  J.  H.  .Frere,  Esquire,  dated  32d 
March,  1804. 

No.  12*  Dispatch  from  Lord  Haxrowby  to  J.  H.  Frcr^' 
Esquire,  dated  2 ad  May^  1804. 

No.  13.  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frece,  Esquire,  to  Lord  Harrow* 
by,  dated  Madrid,  5th  July,  i8c4«     * 

No.  14.  Dispatch  from  B.  Frere,  Efqtiire,  to  Lord  Harrowby». 
dated  Madrid,  29ih  AuguCt,  1804. 

1.  Inclosure  in  No.  14.     Note  from  B.  Frere, 
Esquire,   to  Don  Pedro  Cevailos,  dated  20ih 
Auguft,  1804. 
'a.  Indlofure'  in  No.   14.  'Note  from  B.  Frere, 
Esquire,  to  Don  Pedro  Ccvalloa,  dated  a;tfc  * 
Auguft,  1804. 
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Vo.  a  5*  DTspatch  from  Lord  Harrowby  to.B.  Frcre,  Esqaire, 
dated  Downing  Street,  a9th  September,  1804. 

No,  26*  Extract  of  Dispatch  from  Mh  Conful  General  Htinter 
to  Lord  Harrowbj,  dated  Madrid,  5th  Odober» 
1804. 

I.  Inclosurc  in  No.,  16.     Note  from  B.  Frcre, 

Esquire,  \o  Dan  Pedro  Cevallos,  dated  27th 

September,  1804. 

2*  InclosUre  iii  No.  z6.    N)ote  from  Don  Pedro 

Cevallos  to  B.  Fxcre,  Esquire,  dated  3d  Octo* 

'  bcr,  1804. 

*>»  o.  17-  Dispatch  from  Lord  Harrowby  to  B.  Frere,  Esquire, 
dated  Downing  Street,  sxst  October,  1804. 

No.  18.  Dispatch  from  B.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord  Harrowby, 
dated  27th  October,  1804. 

Inclosure  in  No.  18.  Note  from  B.  Frere, 
Esquire,  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  dated  26th 
October,  1804. 

No.  19.  Dispatch  from  B.  Frere,  Esqutre,  to  Lord  Harrowby, 
dated  8th  November,  1804; 

i#  Inclosure  in  No,  19.     IVanslation  of  a  Note* 

from  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  B.  Frere,  Esquire, 

dated  29th  October,  1804. 
2.  Inclosure  in  No.  19.     Translation  of  a  Note 

from  Don  Pedro  C^evallos  to  Don  Joseph  de 

Anduaga,  dated  26th  October,  1 804. 
y  Inclosure  in  No.   19      Note  from  B.  Frere, 

Esquire,  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  dated  30th 

October,  1804. 

4.  Inclosure  in  No*  19.  Note  from  B.  Frere, 
Esquire,  f  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  dated  %d  No^ 
vember,.i8o4. 

5.  Inclosure  in  No.  19.  Translation  of  a  Note 
from  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  B.  Frere,  Esquire, 
dated  3d  November,  1874. 

6.  Inclosure  in  No.  19.  Note  from  B.  Frfere, 
Esquire,  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  dated  3d  No- 
vember, 1804- 

.  5f.  Inclosure  in  No.  19.  ^  Note  from  B.  Frfrc, 
Esquire,  to  Don  Pedro  CevaUos,' dated  5th  No« 
▼ember,  1804. 
••  Inclosure  in  No.  19.  Translation  of  a  NotQ 
from  Don  Pedco  Cevallos  to  B.  Frere,  Esqpire 
dated  7th  November,  1804*  » 

No.  20.  Extract  of  an  Order  from  the  Admiralty  to  Vice-Ad- 
oiiral  Lord  Nelson,  daUd  the  18th  May,  1803. 
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No.  tu  Extract  of  a' Letter  from  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart,  ta 
Vice-Admiral  Lord  Nelson*  K.  B.  dated  the  z3th 
Janaary»'i8(>4. 

No.  22.  Ordkr  from  the  Admiralty  to  the  Honourable  Admi- 
ni  Cornwaliisj  dated  the  i8th  September,  1804. 

No.  23.    Letter  from  W.  Marsdeq,^  E9quire,  to  the  Senior  Offi- 
'  Cer  of  Hit  Majesty's  Ships  cruizing  off  Cadiz,  dated 
the  zgth  September,  1804. 

No.  %4»  Letter  from  W.  Marsden,  Esquire,  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Leeward  Islanda, 
and  Jamaica,  dated  the  19th  September,  i^c^ 

No.  a$.    Order  to  the   Honourable  Admiral  Comwallif,  off 
*  Brest,  dated  the  25th  September,  1604. 

No.  26.  Order  to  the  Senior  Officer  off  Cadis,  dated  2  jth  Sep« 
tember,  1804. 

No.  27.  Order  to  the  Commander  in  Chiefin  the  Mediterranean, 
the  Leeward  Islands,  and  Jamaica^  dated  the  95th 
September,  1804. 

No.  28.  Letter  from  W.  Marsden,  Esquire,  to  the  diffiereBt 
Commanders  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Ships,  date^ 
25di  November,  1804. 

No.  29.  Extract  ^  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Cochrane  to 
Vf.  Marsdep,  Esquire,  dated  o^  Ferrol,  the  I9(h 
August,  1804. 

No*  30.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear^Admi* 
ral  Cochrane  to  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwal* 
lis,  dated  off  Ferrol,  3d  September,  1804. 

Indosure  referred  to  in  No.  30.  List  of  the 
Squadron  of  Spanish  Men  of  War  fitting  at 
FerrbL 

No.  31.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear-Adnfi^ 
ml  Cochrane  to  W.  Marsden,  Esquirf ,  dated  off  Fer* 
rol,  the  izth  September  x8q4« 

No.  32.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear*Admiral  Cochrane  to 
the  Honourable  Admiral  ComwalUs,  dated  off  Fer* 
rol,  the  21st  October,  1804. 

No.  '33.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Cochrane  to 
the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwaliis,  dated  the  24t]^ 
October,  18Q4. 
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No*  z.  EXTRACT  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frcr^  Esquire, 
to  Lord  Hawkesbar}',  dated  Madrid,  loth  June 
2803.     (Received  July  31st.)  ^ 

Extract  of  Intelligence  from  Bayonne,  30th  May. 

No.  2.  Extract  of  a  Dispath  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  6th  July,  xStpj.  (Received  3d 
AugufU) 

No.  3*  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire  to 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  7th  July,  z8o3* 
(Received  3d  August.) 

No.  4»  Extoct  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,^  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  axst  July,  1803.  (Re* 
ceived  28th  August.) 

No.  5*  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  5th  August  1803.  (Re- 
ceived 1 2  th  September.) 

l!f  o.  6.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  15th  August,  1803.  (Received 
20th  September.) 

]^o»  7*  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Escurial,  9th  October,  1803. 
(Received  9th  November.) 

Np.  8*  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquiie,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Elscurial,  9th  October,  1803* 
(Received  jth  November* ) 

No.  9*  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Ilawkesbury,  dated  Escurial,  xith  O^obcx,  1803. 
(Received  9tb  November.)- 

No.  lo.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  7th  December,  1803. 
(Received  30th  December.) 

No.  II*  Gopy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesbury,  to  J.  H. 
irere.  Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street,  21st  January, 
1804. 

Ntt.  i%»  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere.  Esquire,  to  T  ord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Iltfadrid,  2|d'M. :  cb>  1804.  ( Ke« 
ccivcd  the  29th.) 
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Inclosurein  No.  12.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  J.  H. 
Frercy  £squire»  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  dated  Mi^- 
drid,  28tii  January^  1804. 

No.  13.  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frerc,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbiiry,  dated  Madrid,  4tli  Marcb,  1804.  (Re* 
ceived  29th  March.) 

No.  14.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frercj  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkcsbury,  dated  Madrid,  jth  March,  1804.  (Re- 
ceived the  29th.) 

No.  15.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  d*Aiiduaga  to  Lord 
Hawkesbuiy,  dated  9th  March,  1804. 

No.  16.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  d*Anduaga  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  30th  March,  1804. 

No.  17.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  d'Anduaga  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  ist  May,  1804. 

Inclosure  in  No.  17.  Note  from  Pedro  Cevailos  to 
•  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire.-^ 

No.  18.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Harrowby,  dated  Madri<)t  Jth  July,  1804*  (Re^ 
ceived  27ih  July.^ 

No.  19.  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  HarroWby  to  B.  Frere, 
Ksqui  re,  dated  Downing  Street,  29th September,  1804. 

No.  20.  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  B.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Harrowby,  dated  Madrid,  lath  October,  1804.  ^^ 
ceived  2d  November.) 

No.  21.  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  d*Anduagatp  Lqrd  Harrow- 
by, dated  Portland  Place,  2sd DecembeP,  1804.  (Re- 
ceived the  23d.) 

No.  fl2*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  George  Hammond,  Esquire,  tq 
J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street,  24tii 
December,  1804. 

Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  aa.  Extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Chevalier  d'Anduaga  to  Lord  Harrow- 
by, dated  22d  December,  1804.         ^    . 

No.  23.  Letter  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  George  Hammond, 
Esquire,  dated  London,  24th  December,*  1804. 

No.  24.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Nugent  to 
Lord  Hob^rt,  dated  Jamaica,  14th  January,  1804. 

No.  25.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Holkett  to  Lord 
Hobart,  dated  Bahamas,  26th  January,  1804. 
Inclosure  of  aq  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Stt  Jago 
de  Cuba»  8th  January,  1804. 
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No.  z6s  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Halkctt  to  Lord  Mc>- 
bart,  dated  Bahamas,  3d  February,  1804.  (Received 
9th  April.) 

No.  iy.  Extract  bf  a  Letter  from  Governor  Halkett  to  Lord  Ho- 
bart,  dated  Bahamas,  zith'  February^  1804.  (^^ 
ceived  9th  April.) 

No.  s9.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Halkett  to  Lord  Ho- 
bart,  dated  Bahamas,  7th  April,  1804.  (Received 
20th  June.) 

No.  29.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Halkett  to  Lord  Ho-» 
bart,  dated  Bahamas,  19th  May,  x8o4. 

No.  JO*  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Nugent 
to  Lord  Hobart,  dated  Jamaica,  20th  May,  1804. 
Inclosure  in  No.  30.— Coyy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Nugent  and  Sir  J.  T.  Duck- 
'  worth  to  the  Governor  of  the  Havannahy  dated 
Jamaica,  19th  April,  i8o4. 

No.  31,  G>py  of  an  Order  from  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Barouet^ 
to  Captain  WaUis,  of  hi^  Majesty's  Ship  NatadV 
dated  on  board  the  Tonnant,  off  the  Coast  of  Spain^ 
15th  Auguat,  1B03. 

Mo.  32.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wallis,  of  the  Naiad, 
to  hia  Majesty's  acting  Consid  «t  Corunna,  dated  i6th 
August,  1803. 

No.  33*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  WaUis  to  the  Captain 
General  of  Galicia,  dated  i6th  August,  1803. 

No.  34.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  P.  Morrogh,  Eaquire,  to  Cap-*. 
tain  Waliis,  dated  xyth  August,  1803. 

No.  3^.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  P.  Morrogh^  Esquire^  to  Cap* 

tain  Wallis,  dated  lyih  August,  1803. 
Translation  of  the  Governor  of  Corunna'9  An- 
swer to  Captain  Wallis's  firet  Letter,  dated  Co- 
nmna,  X7th  August,  1803. 

No.  36.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wallis  to  the  Captain 
'    '     General  of  Galicia,  dated  on  board  the  Naiad,  in  Co- 
runna,  1 7th  Aug\]st,  1803. 

No.  37*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Morrogh,  Acting  Consol  af 
Corunna;  to  Captain  Wallis  of  the  Naiad,  dated  17th 
August,  1803. 

No.  38.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wallis,  of  the  Narad,' 
to  the  actine  Contu)  at  Corunna,  ditcd  17th  August, 
1803. 
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N<K  J9.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Patrick  Morrp^h,  Esqvire,  Brf<( 
tisn  Consul  it  Conmna,  to  Captain  James  Wallis, 
dated  19th  August,  i8o3« 

No.  40*  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet^ 
to  Admiral  CornwalliSy  dated  off  Cape  Prior,  the 
a4th  August,  xdo3. 

No.  41  •  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Robert  Cal^ 
der»  Baronet,  to  Admiral  Comwallis,  dated  on  board 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  off  Corunaa,  the  zadk  Septem- 
ber, 1803. 

No,  4a.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pdlew  to  Adnural 
Comwallis,  dated  7th  June,  1804. 

No.  43*  Extract  of  Information  from  Sir  E<Iwsrd  Pellew,  re- 
ceived in  Admiral  Cornwallis's  Letter  of  the  nth 
January,  1804. 

No.  44*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Doa  Diego  Contador,  Governor 
of  JFerrel,  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Baionet,  dated  I4tk 
February,  1804. 

No.  45*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet,  fo 
Don  Diego  Contador,  Governor  of  Kerrol,  dated  on 
board  the  Tonnant,  off  Ferrol,  the  16th  February » 

1804. 

Inclosure  in  No.  4$.  Declaration  of  the  Officer  ia 
the  Boat,  inclosed  in  the  Letter  of  Sir  Edward 
Pellew,  Baronet,  to  Don  IXego  Contador,  Go- 
vernor of  Ferrol,  dated  on  board  the  Tonnant, 
the  16th  of  February,  1804. 

No.  46.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Don  Diego  Contador,  Governor 
of  Ferrol,  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet,  dated  the 
19th  February,  1804* 

No.  47«  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Don  Diego  Contador,  Governor 
of  Ferrol,  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet,  dated  15^ 
February,  1804. 

No.  48.  .Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pdlew,  Baronet,  ta 
Don  Diego  Contador,  Goveri^or  of  Ferrol,  dated  oa 
board  the  Tonnant,  off  Ferrol,  20th  February,  z8o4* 

itom  49*  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  BaroBet» 
to  Admiral  Cornwallis,  dated  on  board  the  Tonnant^ 
off  Ferrol,  9th  May,  1804. 

No.  50.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Cochcane  to  Ad« 
miral  Comwallis,  dated  on  board  the  Northnmber* 
land,  off  Ferrol,  15th  Kay,  1804. 
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^ou  51.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Coclirane  to  Ad- 
miral Cornwallis,  <lat:d  on  board  tlw  Northumbcrv 
laod,  near  Ferrol,  23d  May»  1S04. 


PART  m. 

Na»  X*  EXTRACT  of  a  Letter  from  William  Warre,  Fsquirr, 
his  Majesty's  acting  Consul  at  Porto,  to  Sir  Kvan 
Nepcan,  Baronet,  dated  26th  July,  1803. 

No.  a.  Naval  Occurrences  reported  by  Mr.  Duff,  his  Ma- 
jesty's  Consul  at  Cadiz,  for  August,  1803* 

No.  3.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  to  Sir 
Evan  Nepean,  Bart,  dated  Jamaica^  ad  Oct.  1803. 

No.  4.  Extract  of  a  LctiV  from  James  Duff,  Enquire,  ^i 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Cadiz,  to  William  Marsdcn 
Esquire,  dated  14th  October,  1803. 

No.  $•    Extract  of  a  private  Note  from  Mr.  John  Hunter,  his 
,    Majesty's  Consul  at  Madrid,  dated  the  22d  October, 
1803,  to  Sir  Edward  Pcllew» 

Mo.  6.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Edward 
Pellew,  Baronet,  dated  on  board  his  Maicsty*s  Ship 
Tonnaat,  off  Ferrol,  24th  October,  16039  to  the 
Honourable  Admiral  Cornwallts.     • 

No.  7«  Naval  Occurxences  for  October  z8o3>  reported  by  Mr. 
Duff- 

No.  8.  Naval  Occurrence  for  November,  1803.  Reported  by 
Mr.  Duff,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  Cadiz. 

No.  9.  .Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Edward 
Pellcw,  baronet,  dated  on  boafd  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Tonnant,  off  Ferrol,  xst  December,  1803,  to  the 
Honourable  Admiral  Cornwallis. 

Inclosure  in  No.  9.  Extract  of  Information  from 
Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet,  to  the  Honourable 
Admirable  Cornwallis. 

No.  lo.  Naval  Occurrences  for  December,  1803,  reported  by 
Mr.  Duff,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at.  Cadis. 

No.  II.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  James  Duff'»  his  Majesty  ^« 
Consul  at  Cadiz,  to  Sir  Evan  Ncpcan,  Baronet,  dated 
the  22d  December,  i8o> 
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Htf.  1 1.    Extract  of  a  Letter  ft 6m  Yice-ailmiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duck^ 

worth,  K.  B.  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty *f 

Ships  and  Vcssrlt  at  Jamaica,  to  Sir  Evan  Nepeao, 

Bart,  dated  Port  Koyal  Harbour,  i  ;th  Januarvt  1804. 

Inelosure  in  No.  12.     Extract  of  a  Letter  dated  St. 

Jago  de  Cuba,  8th  January,  1804. 

Xo.  1 3*     Naval  Occurrences  at  Cadia  far  January,  1804,  report^ 
ed  by  Mr.  DufiT,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  that  place. 

No.  14.    Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Admiral  Com- 
walHs  to  William  Marsden,  Esq.  dated  on  board  t^ 
Yille  de  Paris,  ofF  Ushant,  15th  February,  1804. 
inelosure  in  No.'  14.    State  of  the  Naval  Force  in 
Ferrol,  15  th  February,  1804. 

No.  15.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vicc-admhral  Sir  J.  T.  Duck* 
vrorth,  dated  on  board  his  Majesty^s  Ship  Shark,  Port 
Royal,  Jamaica,  7th  March,  1804,  to  Sir  Evan  \e* 
pean.  Baronet. 

No.  i6*    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-admiral  Sir  J.  T«  Duck- 
worth, dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Shark, 
Pott  Royal,  25th  March,  1804,  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean, 
Baronet. 
Inelosure  in  No.  x6.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  C. 
*  LawsoBf  to  Sir  Evean  Nepeao,  fiarouet. 

No«  17*  Naval  Occurrences^  reported  by  Mv.  Duff,  his  Abjes* 
ty*s  Consul  at  Cadiz,  for  May,  1804. 

No.  18.    Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Cochrane  to 
Lord  Melville,  dated  15th  June^  1804. 
Inelosure  in  No.  i8.   Naval  Ocourrences  at  Sedera« 

No.  19.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear-admiral 
Cochrane  to  Lord  Melville,  dated  24th  June,  1804* 

No.  ao.  Naval  Occurrences  at  Cadiz  for  July,  i8o4,  reported  by 
Mr.  Duff,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  that  place. 

No.  11*  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear-admiral 
Cochrane  to  Lord  Melville,  dated  23d*  August,  1804. 

No.  22*  Naval  Occurrences  at  Cadiz  for  August,  i8o4,  reported 
by  Mr.  Dulf,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  that  place. 

No.  23.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Cochrane  to  Lord 
Meh'tllc,  dated  jth  September,  1804. 

Incio?ure  in  No.  25.   List  of  the  Squadron  of  Spa* 
nish  Ships  fitting  at  Ferrol. 

Xo.  2i.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear-admiiil 
Cochrane  to  Lord  Melville,  dated  i  ithSapt'  x8o4. 
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No,  ij.  Extract  of  a  Letter  firdm  the  HorfouraUc  Rcar-admirtl 
Cochrane  to  the   Honourable  Admiral  Comwalbt, 
dated  on  hoard  his  Majesty's  Ship  North umberland^  ^ 
off  Ferrol,  ipth  September,  1804. 

No*  26.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear-admiral 
Cochraoe  to  Lord  Melville,  dated  the  20th  Sept.  1804. 
'  First  Inclosvre  in  No.  26.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Honourable  Rear-admiral  Cochrane  to^  the 
Captain-General  of  Marine,  Ferrol,  dated  hia 
Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Northumberland,  off 
Kerrol  i4th  September,  1804. 

Second  Inclosure  in.  No,  26.  Copyx>f  a  Letter  from 
the  Captain-General  of  Marine^  at  Ferrol,  to  the 
Honourable  Rear-admiral  Cochrane,  dated  x5th 
September,  i8o4. 

Third  Inclosure  in  No.  26.  Copy  of  Second  Let- 
ter from  the  Captain-general  of  Marine  at  FerroV 
to  Rear-admiral  Cochrane,  dated  15th  Septem- 
ber, 1804." 

Fourth  Inclosure  in  No.  26.  Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  Rear-admiral  Cochrane  to  the  Captain-'gd* 
d^ral  of  Marine,  dated  his  Majesty's  Ship  Nor* 
thumberland,  off  Ferrol,  i6th  Sept.  1804. 

Fifth  Inclosure  in  No.  26.     Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Captain  General  of  Marine  to  the  Honour- 
able Rear  Admeral  Cochrane,  dated  the   18th' 
September,  1804. 

No.  27.  Naval  Occurrences  at  Cadiz,  &c.  for  September,  iSo4» 
reported  by  Mr.  Uuff,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  that 
place. 

No.  28.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Gore,  of  the  Medusa, 
dated  5th  October,  i3o4. 

No.  29.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  J.  C.  White  to  Lord 
Melville,  dated  19th  October,  1804.  ^ 

PART  IV. 

No.  r.  COPY  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkcsbury  to  J.  H. 
Frere;  Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street,  ist  October, 
1802. 

No,  2.  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesbury,  to  J.  H. 
Frere,  Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street,  27th  October, 
1802. 

No.  3.  Memorandum,  without  Signature  or  Date,  from  the 
Chevalier  d'Anduagaj  received  29th  August^  1803. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Ztl 


Ji6.  4*     Memorandum,  without  Signature,  or  Date,  from  the 
Ch^evalier  d'Ai^duaga,  received  ist  September,  1805. 

^o*  $•     Memorandumy  without   Si^rnature  or  Dale,  from  the 
Cheyalier  d*Aaduaga,  received  xst  September,  1805. 

No.  6»    Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Harrowby  to  J.  H. 
Frerei  Esq.  dated  Downing  Street,  i  ith  July,  1804. 

No.  7*     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  d'Anduaga  t» 
Lord  Harrowby»  dated  4th  November,  1804. 

'No«  8.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from   the  Chevalier  d'Anduaga  to 
Lord  Harrowby, tiated  nth  November,  1804. 

No*  9*     Copy  of  a  Letter  from  W.  Marsden,  Esquire,  to  George 
Hammond,  Esquire,  dated  i$th  November,  z8o4« 

'  No.  10.  Extract  of  a   Letter  from   W.  MarsdeA,  Esquire,  to 
George  Hammond,  Esqui/e,  dated  16th  November, 
'  1804. — With  iaclosure. 

Not  li«  Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesbory  to  ^.  H. 
Frere,  Esquire,  dated  20th  Majr>  1803. 
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PAPERS. 

■    "     No.  1. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  J.  H.  Frer^ 
Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street)  ad  June  1803^ 

I  SHALL  now  proceed  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty '5  plea- 
sure with  respect  to  the  conduct  which  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  observe  at  the  court  at  which  you  reside. 

It  is  the  King's  sincere  and  earliest  desire  that  the  Spanish 
government  may  be  enabled  to  maintain  the  strictest  neu- 
trality in  the  war  which  has  commenced  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  You  will  therefore  endeavour,  by  aU 
the  means  in  your  power,  to  impress  upon  the  Spanish  mi- 
nisters the  expediency  of  their  Adopting  this  system ;  and 
you  will  assure  them,  that  if  it  be  adopted  his  Majesty  will 
respect  it  with  the  most  scrupulous  good  faith. 

His  Majesty's  government  having  no  means  of  deciding 
how  far  his  Catholic  Mjgesty  may  consider  himself  as  bound 
by  the  treaty  of  defensive  and  offensive  alliance,  which  was 
concluded  at, St.  Ilde/onso  on  the  19th  of  August,  1796,  it  is 
indispensably  necessary  that  you  should  lose  no  time  in  ascer- 
taining this  important  point.  If  the  Spanish  government 
should  state  to  you,  that  they  conceive  tRemselves  to  be  under 
the  obligation  to  Ornish  to  France  the  number  of  troops  and 
ships  which  are  stipulated .  in  the  treaty  aboVe  mentioned, 
but  that  their  co-operation  will  extend  no  further,  you  will 
refrain  from  giving  any  opinion  upon  this  measure,  but  will 
content  yourself  with  signifying  that  you  will  transmit  the 
information  of  it  to  your  court.  You  will  however  watch,  ^ 
with  the  most  unremitting  vigjlance,  the  progress  of  any 
preparations  which  may  be  made  for  carrying  it  intp  exe- 
cution ;  and  you  will,  from  time  to  time,  transmit  such'  in- 
telligence as  you  may  be  able  to  acquire  upon  the  subject,  to 
tk^  commanden  of  his  Majesty's  ships  in  the  Mediteriraaeaiif 
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it  Gibraltar,  aSld  at  Lisbon,  in  order  that  those  officers  mzf 
be  enabled  to  pursue  such  measures  as  may  be  best  calculated 
to  intercept  the  Spanish  auxiliary  ships,  on  their  attempting 
to  sail  from  the  ports  either  of  the  Mediterranean  or  of  the 
lantic ;  a  proceeding  which  would  be  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
most  rigid  principles  of  neutrality,  and  could  not  be  con«» 
struedinto  an  act  of  direct  aggression  against  Spain  herself. 

If,  however,  you  should  learn  from  the  Spanish  ministers, 
that  the  French  government  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
definite  succours  stipulated,  but  will  require  his  Catholic 
Majesty  to  place  a  greater  proportibn  of  his  naval  and  mili- 
tary force  at  the  disposition  of  France,  you  will  state  to  them, 
unreservedly,  that  his  Majesty  will  cpnsider  a  compliance 
i<irith  this  requisition  as  equivalent  to  a  declarat*ou  of  war,  and 
^s  justifying  his  Majes%^  in*  proceeding  to  immediate  hostilities 
aigainst  Spain. 

The  next  object  to  which  his  Majesty  has  commanded  me 
to  direct  your  particular  attention,  b  the  situation  of  Portugal. 
It  is  extremely  important  that  you  should  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  desire  the  Spanish  Government  to  explain  to 
you,  wichout  reserve,  their  sentiments  and  intentions  in  this 
respect.  In  any  conversations  which  you  may  have  with  the 
Spanish  ministers  upon  this  subject,  you  will  observe  to  them, 
that  his  Majesty  having  consented  to  respect  the  neutrality 
of  Portugal  himself,  he  cannot  suffer  it  to  be  molested  by 
any  other  power  whatsoever;  he  relies  upon  the  justice  ;md 
juagnanimity  of  his'  Catholic  Majesty  that  he  will,  neither  of 
himself,  nor  in  concurrence  with  France,  carry  into  execution 
any  measures  which  may  endanger  the  security  and  inde- 
pendence of  that  country.  You  will,  however,  not  conceal 
from  the  Spanish  ministry,  that  if  the  King  of  Spain  should 
allow  the  entrance  of  any  French  troops  into  his  territories, 
.  or  should  not  resist  'it  by  force,  the  King  would  consider  it 
as  imposing  upon  him  the  necessity  of  regarding  the  conduct 
of  Spain  as  a  justifiable  ground  ot  war  on  his  part.     In  re- 

fard  to  Portugal,  I  have  still  further  to  signify  to  you  his 
lajcsty's  pleasurei  that  you  cultivate  the  most  cordial  under- 
standing with  the  minister  of  that  power  at  Madrid,  and  that 
you  concur  with  hip  in  proi^oting  the  sccu^-ity  of  her  Faith<^ 
.  ful  Majesty's  doqiinions. 

Hav  ng  now  stated  to  you  su^h  proceedings  on  the  part 

of.  Spain,    as  would  render  it  expedient  for  his  Majesty  to 

commence  hostilities  against  that  power,  I  have  to  signify  tQ 

'y01l  feis  Majesty's  plea^sure,  xh^i  it  ^y  pf  t^i^c  evcn;^  sb^^M 
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6tciiir ,  you  should  make  the  ^trongcist  rcpfesentatioris  against 
them,  and,  in  the  case  of  your  net  receiving  a  satisfactory" 
answer,  you  will  immediate 'y  quit  Madrid  and  proceed  to 
Lisbon,  whence  you  will  return  to  Eig'anlh  Previously  to 
your  departure,  you  will  dpprize  the  officers  commanding  hij 
Majesty  s  ^hips  in  the  Mcdltcri-anean,  at 'Lisbon,,  and  at  Gib- 
raltar, of  yotir  intcntibn,  in  Older  thak  they  may  proceed  t<2^ 
hostilities  against  Spain  without  delay. 

No.  S.     . 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkdsbqry>  dated  Aranjuez^  3d  Jtine  1803. 

•  UPON  a  former  occasion  I  had  pressed  the  Prince  of 
Peace  to  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  intentions  of  Kis  court* 
upon  the  ground  th^t,  under  the  conditions  of  the  eighth  arti-' 
de  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  the  hostility  of  Spain  was  sd 
inseparably  connected  with  that  of  France,  that  Great  Britain 
dnec  engaged  in  a  war  With  FrJnce,  wduld  be  justified  in  com- 
mencing immediate  hostilities  against  Spain.  To  this  he 
replied,  that  it  might  appear  so:  biit  that  the  execution  of 
treaties  must  not  be  considered  as  absoltitely  indispensable,  but 
dependant  upon  the  circumstantes  of  the  times  j  and  with  sbme 
other  expressions  of  the  same  kind,  sebmcd  to  wish  me  to  iin-^ 
det^tand  that  he  did  not  consider  the  present  situatidn  of 
things  as  admitting  the  execution  of  the  treaty.  Upoh  this 
occasion  he  took  a  new  and  very  perplexed  ground;  first,  he 
said  he  wished  to  know  the  grounds  of  the  present  dispute^ 
whether  it  Was  to  be  considered  as  the  continuation  Of  the 
former  war,  as  in  that  case  Spain  would  not  take  any  part; 
but  that  if  it  Was  a  new  war  upon  new  grounds,  she  might  in 
that  case  be  forced  to  consider  the  treaty  as  obligatory';  that 
it  was  necessary  therefore  upon  this  head  to  know  the  opinion 
of  the  other  powers  concerned  in  the  treaty  of  Amieni.  He 
continued  to  say,  that  the  King  of  Spain  had  not  entered  into 
the  last  war  as  the  ally  of  France  in  vihue  of  that  treaty.  I 
quoted  the  last  article,  which  is  directed  particularly  against 
England,  and  which  he  seemed  not  to  recollect;  and  seeing 
no  end  to  the  discussion  at  the  time^  I  determined  in  myiiex( 
conference  to  return  to  it.  In  my  next  interview,  however, 
he  anticipated  me,  and,  on  my  first  coming  into  the  room,  he 
said,  **  Well,  it  sc^ms  we  are  to  have  war.'*  I  said  that  I 
liO|>ed  that  by  we^  he  did  not  mean  Spain  zni  England*    Kf 
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teswcrcd  No;  tHat  Spa\n  was  determined  to  preserve  Iicr  neoi^ 
*trality.^  I  replied,  that  if  they  were  determined  upon  a  net^ 
trality,  it  only  remained  for  us  to  know  whether  we  agreed  in 
our  idea  of  neutrality,  and  whether  they  would  consnkr  the 
granting  permission  ifor  the  passage  of  French  troops  as  in- 
cluded in  their  definition  of  it»  I  added,  that  the  means  of 
'gtiaranteeing  and  securing  that  neutrality  must  be  concerted 
with  Great  Britain.  Here  he  again  declined  entering  into  the 
discussion,  and  referred  me  to  official  communications  with 
Mr. .  Ccvallos.  I  accordingly  prepared  the  enclosed  note, 
which  I  confined  purposely  (o  the  simple  question  of  the 
interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso. 

(Endosurc  referred  to  in  No.  2.*) 

Sir,  Aranjucz,  3d  June  1803. 

*  THE  present  situation  of  afiairs,  being  of  a  xm;iire  to  remder 
^h  explanation  between  our  two  Goyernments  necessary,  -I 
find  myself  called  upon  to  address  myself  directly  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, not  doubting,,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  friendly 
sentiments  which  your  Excellency  has  already  done  me  the 
•honour  to  declare  to^m^e  on  the  part  x)f  his  Catholic  Majesty^ 
I  shall  find  in  your  Excellency's  explanations  the  sane  friuik** 
ness  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  employ  inthose  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  to  you. 

The  court  of  Spain  being  connected  with  France  by  ft  re- 
cent treaty,  which  renders  it  Uable  to  be  called  upon  for  its 
co-operation  by  the  simple  .requisition  of  that  powar ;  your 
Excellency  will  doubtless  perceive)  that  the  literal  eonstfuc- 
tion  of  and  formal  adhesion  to  this  stipulation  wpuM  so  iden* 
tify  Spain  with  France,  (at  least  with  regard  to  its  hostile 
relations,)  as  to  render  a  state  of  warfare  with  th^  la^^»  9!u£* 
ficient  to  constitute  Spain  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  the 
power  at  war  with  France;  would  even  authorize  tliafe  power 
to  consider  in  the  first  instance  as  an  enemy,  a  powers  wh6s« 
hostile  efforts,  depending  solely  on  the  will  of  a  declared  eae* 
Biy,  would  only  wait  a  convenient  moment  for  action. 
.  Your  Excellency  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that  I 
am  far  from  reflecting  on- this  idea  with  sati^ctions  and  that 
if!  dwell  upon  it,  it  is  solely  in  order  to  repeat  to  your  Ex- 
c^llency  in  a  more  formal  manner,  the  assurances  which  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  to  make  verbally ;  namely)  that  his 
ik!aJ3:ty's  Government  has  no  intention  whatever  of  giving 
imh  a  conscructi^a  in  the  first  io^tance  to  the  article  of  tho 
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trSaty  of  St.  Ildcfonso,  or  to  pursue  a  step  foutided  upon  th4 
ireasoningj  (in  other  respects  just  and  conclusive,)  whidi  I 
liave  just  pointed  out.  I  wcstxld  then  endeavour  to  mnke  your 
Excellency  senFible,  that,  notwithstanding  the  just  value  I 
attach  to  the  mdirect  declaration?  which  your  Excellency  ha"ij 
already  made  me,  as  to  the  amicable  and  pacific  intentions  of 
his  CathoUc  Majesty,  nevertheless,  in  consideration  pf  the 
existence  of  a  recent  and  formal  treaty,  the  stipulations  of 
vrhich  are  incompatible  with  the  execution  of  the  intentions 
which  I  have  just  quoted,  it  would  be  important  and  even 
necessary,  that  the  British  Government  should  receive  from 
that  of  Spain  a  dArlaration,  the  formality  Jtnd  authenticity  of 
which  should  be  capable  of  removing  the  di^rust,  which  her 
ancient  connexion  and  existing  treaties  with  the  enemy  of 
Great  Britain  might  naturally  inspire. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  to  your  Excellency,  the 
•nsious  sorrcittidc  with  which  I  awsot  your  answer,  and  ta 
repeat  the  assurances,  &c  &c.  - 

(Signed)  J.  n.  FRERE, 

.  To  his  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Cevallos, 
'&c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  3. 

Dispatch  from  J.  H,  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord  Hawtes'bury, 
dated  Madrid,  loth  June,  1803.   " 

My  Lord,      .      .  ."^ 

•  HAVING-  detsiitied  the  messenger  for  some  days  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  ar^swer  of  Mi^.,  Cevallos,  I  am  at  length  ena- 
bled to'forward  it,  though  I  apprehend  it  will  appear  as  little 
adtirfactofy  to  yottr  Lordship  as  It  did  to  mJ^selE' 

My  fiftt  imprttsiori  was  to  return  an  answei!^,*  pointing  out 
thi  manner  in  which  my  question  had  been  eluded,  and  re- 
peating thd  staternent  of  it  in  a  clear  and  formal  fninner. 
Conceiving,  however,  that  iir  the  present  state  of  things,  i 
categorical  an^wer,«if  exported  from  Spain,  woiild  b^  less  fa^. 
.  ^ourable  thah  the  evasive  reply  which  I  had  received,  and 
irfaich,  even  supposing  their  intentions  to  be  friendly,  might 
be  the  utmost  which  they  would  venture  to  hazard,  without  a 
tnoTt  explicit  opening  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment; and  apprehending  it  to  be  my  duty,  at  any  rate,  to 
exhaust  all  the  possible  means  of  conciliation,  I  rtturned  the 
endofed^nswer^  in  which|  as  yottr  Lordship  will  see/l  takf 
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^pon  myself  to  pbt  a  fiivourablc  interpretation  upoti  Mr.  Ctf* 
valios'  demand ;  and»  as  soon  as  I  receive  a  copy  of  the  officii 
correspondence,  I  shall  direct  to  him  an  explanation  of  tht 
na'iiire  which  he  requires* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  H.  FRZRE- 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawkcsbury, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(First  enclosure  in  No.  3,) 

Translation  of  a  note  from  Don  Pedro  Ccvallos  to  J.  H.  Frcrc? 
£squire>  dated  Aranjuez^  9th  June  1 803*  • ' 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  received  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to 
address  to  me,  dated  the  3d  instant^  in  which  you  insinoato 
the  necessity  which  the  present  state  of  public  affairs  imposesi 
upon  your  court,  to  require  a  solemn  and  authentic  declan^ 
tion  oJF  the  intentions  of  this  government,  with  respect  to  the 
dispute  between  France  and  England. 

In  answer  to  this  note,  it  is  my  duty  to  say,  that  hitherto 
the  King,  my  master,  is  not  informed  of  the  difierences  be- 
tween the  French  and  British  Governments,  otherwise  iban 
by  the  public  papers,  in  which  it  is  asserted,  that  the  demands 
of  Great  Britain  are  not' conformable  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  that  France  has  not  thought  herself 
able  to  subscribe  to  them,  without  the  concurrence  of  Spain 
and  Holland,  as  contracting  parties,  and  of  Aostria,  Russia^ 
and  Prussia,  as  guarantees  of  that  treaty :  that  in  such  circum** 
stances  nothing  would  have  been  more  conformable  to  the  rer 
ciprocal  relations  resulting  from  a  treaty ;  to  the  principles 
which  constitute  its  force ;  and  to'  the  legal  means^  ot  dissolve 
ingit;  tl^an  that  Great  Britain  should  have  explained  her 
wishes  to  the  King,  my  master,  in  so  far  at  least,  as  being  a 
principal  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  he  is  concerned  in  the  ob- 
servance of  the  articles  which  compose  it.  And  lastly,  that 
Ii?s  Majesty  being,  as  I  have  observed,  in  want  of  all  official 
^d  authentic  information  upon  the  state  of  the  negociations^ 
which  is  necessary  for  returning  a  proper  answer  upon  the 
weighty  question  treated  of  in  your  note,  he  can  take  no  reso-. 
lution  without  tjhis  indispensable  information,  which,  you  majr 
b<  able  to  furnish  me,  by  asking  of  your  Government/ for  thaii 
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purpose,  a  relation  of  the  progress  and  termination  of  the  ne* 
gociation.      ^.      ^ 

I  profit  of  this  opportunity.  Sec. 

PliDRO  CEVALLOS. 
L  H.  Frere,  &c.  &c. 

(Second  enclosure  in  No.  3.) 

Sir,  Madrid,  loth  June  1803. 

I  LOSE.no  time  in  answering  your  Excellency's  note  of 
yesterda/s  date. 

In  order  not  to  importune  your  Excellency  1)y  an  idle  and 
useless  discussion,  it  had  appeared  to  me  necessary  to  propose 
to  you  a  previous  question,  resulting  from  the  existence  of 
the  public  treaties  between  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  French 
Republic  •,' namely,  to  know  whether  liis  CatKolic  Majesty*s 
Government  still  considered  itself  as  bound  by  the  letter  of 
the  treaty  of  .St.  Ildefonso,  and  particularly  by  that  of  the 
eighth  article,  the  effect  of  which  absolutely  identifies  the 
<wo  Governments  in  the  event  of  hostilities. 

Not^vithstanding  the  confidence  with  which  his  Britannic 
Majesty  would  have  submitted  to  his  Catholic  Majesty's  equity, 
and  to  the  discernment  of  his  Government,  so  just  a  cause  as 
that  which  involves  him  in  the  present  hostilities,  it  would 
iiave  appeared  to  me  superfluous  to  lay  before  the  court  of 
Spain  an  explanation'of  his  Majesty's  motives,  if  indeed  it  was 
true  that  this  court  did  not  retain  the  right  to  demand  a 
^injlar  explanation  frtm  its  ally,  nor  to  act  according  to  the. 
decision  which  its  own  principles  of  justice  might  suggest ;  if> 
even  in  doing  justice  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, it  should  nevertheless  feel  itself  obliged  to  take  up  arms 
in  support  of  a  cause  which  it  had  acknowledged  to  be 
unjust. 

As  it  is  impossible  that  these  considerations  can  have  tsc^^ 
cd  the  penetration  of  your  Excellency,  it  is  with  real  satisfac- 
tion that  I  perceived,  by  yqur  note,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
expects  some  farther  explanations  on  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
cussions which  have  subsisted  between  England  and  France, 
l^efore  it  could  decide  on  the  part  which  it  should  take  in  the 
war .  which  has  terminated  them.  I  accept  it  as  a  proof  that 
Spain  feels  she  still  has  a  free  choice  i  and,  as  such,  I  slmll 
not  delay  transmitting  it  to  my  Government ;  not  doubting, 
but  that  as  soon  a^  it  shall  be  informed  of  these  dispositions  of 
.bji$  Catholic  Majesty,  I  shall  be  authorised  to  give  him  th^ 
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most  satisfactory  exphnations .  en  the  considerations  wbicli 
liavc  determined  his  Majesty  again  to  take  up  arms  against 
France,  and  which  cannot  make  any  alteration  in  the  sincere 
desire  with  whicli  he  is  animated  to  maintain  and  increase 
more  and  more  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  good  understand- 
ing already  established  between  the  two  countries.  And  if 
such  instructions  have  not  yet  been  transmitted  to  me,  your 
Kxcellency  will  feel<  from  what  I  have  just  mentioned,  that 
this  dehiy  cannot  be  imputed,  either  to  an  unwllingness  on 
his  Britannic  Majesty  s  part  to  concert  with  the  court  of 
Spain  those  measures,  which  he  has  never  ceased  to  pursue,  for 
the  preservation  of  peace,  or  still  less  to  a  fear  of  not  being 
able  to  justify  in  the  eye  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  decision 
which  he  foiXnd  himself  at  last  obliged  to  take.  Your  Excel- 
lency will  find  the  motive  of  it  in  the  nature  of  the  political 
^relations  of  your  court,  and  the  impossibility  therein  existed  of 
.  submitting  to  it  discussions,  in  which  its  connexions  with. 
France  did  not  permit  it  to  have  a 'voice,  unless  Spain  shoul4  . 
free  herself  from  those  laws  she  had  imposed  on  herself,  and 
should  claim  that  right  of  free  judgment,  which  a  nation  only 
loses  with  its  independence^ 

I  avail  mpelf,  &c. 

J.  H.  FRERE, 
His  ExceHency  Don  Pedro  Ccvallos, 

&C.  &C.  &Ct 

No.,  4. 

Dispatch  from  J.  fl.  Frere,  Esq,  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  dated 
Madrid,  1 2th  September  1803. 

My  Lord. 
THE  enclosed  note  was  sent  in  consequence  of  my  being 
informed  (liat  General  Bournonville  had  obtained  permissicHi 
for  about  1500  men,  bet^'ccn  sailors  and  artillery-men,  to  pass 
to  Ferrol,  to  man  the  ships  there.     I  can  hardly  flat  er  myseif 
that  my  remonstrance  will  be  attended  to ;  but  I  thought  it" 
useful  and  necessary  to  enter  a  protest  against  a  proceeding 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  neutrality  hitherto  professea  [ 
by  this  government,  and  wWch  came  so  nearly  within  the  scop^ 
pf  the  instructions  which  I  received  from  your  Lordship. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

(Signed)  J.  H.,  FRERE. 

TJie  Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
^g.  &c.  S>^^ 
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(Inclosure  in. No.  4.) 

9th  Septem|i>er»  1803* 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  just  received  accountSf  of  the  accomcy  ofwhidh 
I  f  annot  doubt>  informing  me  of  the  preparations  tni^e  by 
the  Spanish  Government  to  £icilitate  the  passage  of  ^coq« 
siderable  body  of  marines  and  artillerymen  destined  to  rein- 
force the  French  fleet  now  at  Ferrol. 

The  instructions  with  which  my  Court  has  furnished  me 
for  my  conduct  in  the  event  of  French'  troops  entering  the 
Spanish  territory,  are  so  clear  and  positive,  and  the  present 
cas^  is  so  analogous  thereto,  that  I  have  little  doubt  of  the 
light  in  which  this  proceeding  will  be  looked  upon  by  my 
Government  $  and  at  the  same  time  that  I  hasten  to  com- 
municate it  to  you,  I  must  protest,  in  the  most  formal  m^fi* 
ner,  against  such  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  neutrality  qf  Spaiq. 

It  would  probably  be  superfluous,  in  this  place,  to  attempt 
to  do  justice  to  the  scrupulous  respect  which  the  oflicers  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  have  shewn  for  the  Spanish  territory, 
since  your  Excellency  is  already  well  convinced,  that  su(:h  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  under  which  they  serve.  I 
cannot,  however,  refrain  firom  quoting  a  recent  instance.  In 
which,  during  the  heat  of  the  pursuit,  and^ven  on  thq  very 
point  of  capturing  the  prize,  the  English  fleet  respected  the 
neutrality  of  the  Spanish  coast,  and  permitted  an  enemy's 
frigate  to  take  refuge  in  the  yery  port  i  whence  by  means  of 
the  succours  which  arrive  there  from  France,  she  will  put  to 
sea,  for  that  purpose  of  combating  the  same  flee;. 

It  has  been  the  constant  object  of  all  my  efibr):$,  to  cause 
this  Government  to  feel  the  real  interest  it  has  in  preserving 
the  friendship  and  good  understanding  which  subsist^  between 
the  two  Crowns.  His  Majesty  has  already  proved  to  the 
whole  world,  by  a  moderation  imcxampled,  the  high  price  . 
which  he  attaches  to  this  system,  and  which  he  will  cpi^dnue 
CO  attach  tp  it,  as  long  as  he  shall  see  any  hope  of  a  recioroc^T 
disposition  on  the  part  of  Spain ;  but  I  dare  not  believe  that 
he  will  see  with  indifference  a  conduct  so  little  conformable 
to  his  own,  or  that  he  can  acknowledge  the  neutrality  ofthzt. 
power,  whose  ports  shall  have  become,  not  the  ^ylun^,  hif% 
the  dock  yards  and  the  arsenals  of  his  enemy.  ' 

1  avaul  myself  of  this  opportunity  to,  ^.c» 

To  hk  £i|Lce])eiicy  Don  Pedro  Cevajlof  ^ 
&c*  k^f  ic^. 
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No..  5. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkcsbury  to  J.  H.  Frcrc, 
Esquire,  dated  Downing  Street,  24th  Novdnber  i8o3, 

YOUR  dispatches  to  No.  40.  inclusive  have  been  received, 
and  laid  before  the  King.    ... 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in.  communicating  to  you  his  Ma- 
jesty's entire  approbation  of  the  line  of  conduct  which  you 
have  adopted,  and  the  language  which  you  have  held  in  your 
difierent  conversations  with  the  Spanish  ministers. 

In  the  uncertainty  which  appears  yet  to  prevail,  whether 
any  treaty  or  convention  has  actually  been  concluded  between 
France  and  Spain,  and  what  are  the  precise  conditions  of  such 
treaty  or  convention,  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  me  to  give 
you  any  instructions  which  must  not  be  dependant  upon  cir- 
cumstances, of  the  particulars  of  which  his  Majesty  is  not  yet 
correctly  informed. 

The  preservation  of  peace  with  Spain  has,  from  the  period 
of  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  been  the  constant 
object  of  his  Majesty's  policy ;  but  the  Spanish  Government 
must  themselves  feel,  that  this  object  can  only  be  attained  by 
their  earnest  enjdeavours  to  do  every  thing  which  depends 
upon  them  for  the  maintenance  of  a  fair  system  of  neutrality, 
and  by  their  causing  that  neutrality  to  be  respetted  by  the 
other  belligerent  powers.  When  the  question,  therefore,  oc- 
curs, how  far  his  Majesty  would  consefit  that  the  Spanish 
Government  should  purchase  their  neutrality  by  an  advance 
of  pecuniary  succours  to  the  French  Government,  and  would 
still  regard  them  in  the  character  of  neutrals,  this  must  be 
considered  as,  in  some  degree,  depending  on  the  amount  of 
the  succours  so  to  be  advanced)  and  likewise  on  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Spanish  Government  to  ensure  their  neutrality 
in  all  other  respects  ^  for,  at  the  time  when  his  Majesty  might 
be  disposed  to  disregard  any  small  or  temporary  advance  of 
nioney,  if  essential  fbr  the  attainment  of  such  an  object,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  htm  to  consider  a  permanent  advance 
to  the  extent  of  that  stated  by  you,  in  any  other  light  than  as 
a  subsidy  to  the  French  Government,  and  as  possibly  the  most 
effectual  assistance  which  the  Spanil^h  Government  could  af- 
ford them  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  convinced  that  any  arrangement 
of  the  nature  alluded  to  by  you  h^  been  concluded  between 
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the  Spanish  and  French  Governments,  or  of  your  havin?  re»i 
son  to  believe,  that  such  an  arrangement,  if  not  absolutely  con* 
eluded,  is  likely  to  take  place,  you  will  conform  yourself  to  the" 
following  instructions  : 

First,  You  will  protest  against  the  measure,  as  a  violation  of 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  as  consequently  a  jasti* 
fiable  cause  of  war  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty. 

Secondly,  You  will  explain  distinctly  that  his  Majesty  can 
only  be  induced  to  abstain  from  immediate  hostilities,  in  con- 
sequence of  such  a  measure,  upon  the  consideration  that  ^t  is 
a  temporary  expedient,  from,  which  the  Spanish  Government 
are  determined  to  extricate  themselves  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  that  his  Majesty  must  be  at  liberty  to  consider  a  perse- 
verance in  the  system  of  furnishing  pecuniary  succours  to 
France,  al,  at  any  future  period,  when  circumstances,  piay 
render  it  necessary,  a  just  cause  of  war. 

Thirdly,  His  Majesty  expects  that  the  Spanish  Government 
wiU  persevere  in  their  intention  of  refusing  the  admission  ^f 
any  French  troops  into  the  Spanish  territories. 

Foyjrthly,  Any  measures  taken  by  the  Spanish  Government 
towands  naval  preparation,  must  be  considered,  under  the 
present  circumstanced,  as  objects^of  the  greatest  jealousy,  and 
any  attempt  to  furnish  naval  succours  to  France  as  an  immedi- 
ate cause  of  war.  . 

Fifthly,  His  Majesty  has  a  right  to  expect  not  only  that  the 
ports  of  Spain  should  be  open  to  the  commerce  of  his  suhn 
jects,  but  that  his  sliips  of  war,  and  the  ships  of  his  subjects, 
shall  receive  the  same  treatment  as  those  of  his  enemies.' 

ITicsc  are  the  instructions  which  you  will  adopt  for  the 
regulation  of  your  conduct.  In  the  event  of  a  French  army 
entering  the  Spanish  territories,  or  qf  authentic  information 
being  received  of  any  naval  succours  being  in  preparation  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  assistance  to  his  Majesty's  enemies, 
you  will  consider  your  mission  as  at  an  end  ;  and  after  the 
proper  official  communications,  you  will  leave  Madrid. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  under  the  necessity  of  leaving 
Madrid,  you  will  give  previous  notice  to  the  commanders  ot 
his  Majesty's  forces  In  the  Mediterranean,  at  Gibrahar,  at 
Lisbon,  and  off  Ferrol,  that  they  may  proceed  without  dclaj 
to  measures  of  hostility. 

John  Hookam  Frere,  Esq. 


c  2 
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No.  6. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H*  Frcre,  Esq.  to  Lord  Hawke»- 
hxsrjy  dated  Madrid,  17th  December,  1803. 

THE  instructions  which  I  had  the  honour  of  recdviag 
from  your  Lordship,  by  the  messeqger  Basset,  were  received 
by  xpe  with  the  highest  gratitude  for  the  gracious  expressions 
of  his  Majesty^s  approbation  of  my  conduct;  and  with  no  less 
satTsIaction  on  account  of  the  precise  and  detailed  rules  laid 
.  down  foi:  my  guidance,  and  their  fortunate  adaptation  to  the 
^ate  of  things  ih  this  country  at  the  present  juncture. 

M.  Cevallos  had  for  some  time  answered  all  my  represell- 
t'ations  with  an  air  of  so  much  satisfaction  and  superior  infor- 
mation, that  I  was  almost  fearful  that,  in  the  warmth  with 
which  I  had  urged  the  several  topics,  which  are  pointed  out  in 
your  Lordship's  dispatch,  I  might  have  gone  beyond  the  fcxHng 
of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

When  I  received  your  Lordship's  dispatch,  I  made  it  the 
subject  of  a  note  to  M.  Cevallos  as  plain  and  short  as  the  sub- 
ject, would  admit,  and  almost  entirely  copied  from  your  Lord- 
ship's instructions. 

'Cfh  the  following  day  I  called  upon  M.  Cevallos,  and,  in 
speakioff  on  the  subject  of  the  note,  observed  to  him  that  I 
trusted  he  would  now  do  justice  to  thp  intentions  viiich  had 
£ctated  the  lahgua£;e  I  had  formerly  held  to  him,  whto  he 
iaw  hs  precise  conK^rmity  with  the  Instructions  which  I  had 
received  from  my  court.  M.  Cevallos  went  into  a  long  disser- 
tation upon  neutrality,  and  a  recapitulation  of  the  sacrifices, 
as  he  called  them,  which  the  King  of  Spain  had  made  to 
preserve  a  neutrality.  I  answered  with  the  obvious  argu- 
ments which  I  do  not  now  repeat,  as  they  are  nearly  the 
$ame  as  those  contained  \ti  a  note  which  I  have  since  delivered, 
and  which  your  Lordship  will  find  diclosed.  M.  Cevallos 
answered,  that  liis  Catholic  Majesty  had  done  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  preserve  a  neutrality,  and  that  if  his  endeavours 
failed  it  would  not  be  his  fault,  but  that  of  his  Majesty's  Go* 
yernment,  who  would  be  responsible  in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 
To  this  I  replied,  that  •£urt>pe  would  certainly  judge  which 
of  the  two  Governments  was  in  the  right,  and  that  I  con* 
ceived  that  Great  Britain  had  little  to  apprehend  from  such 
m  judgment ;  that  what  he  called  a  neutrality,  was  in  fact  a 
subsidy,  which  the  French  would,  whenever  they  {leased, 
convert  into  active  co-operation^  by  making  a  passage  through 
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this  country  to  PortugaU  ^n  event  which  the  late  conventiofi 
did  not  provide  against,  and  which  thev  knew,  and  had  been 
repeatedly  warned,  that  Endand  woula  consider  as  a  breach 
of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  opain.    * 

After  closing  this  part  of  the  subject,  M.  Cevallos  questioned 
me  in  return,  and  desired  me  to  tell  him  positively,  whether 
the  affording  the  pecuniary  succours  to  France  would  be  con- 
sidered as  a  ground  of  war,  and  whether  I  was  authorized  to 
declare  it?  to  this  I  answered  distinctly  that  I  was;  and  that 
a  war  would  b^  the  in£^ible  consequence.  In  that  case,  said 
he,  his  Majesty  is  bound  by  solemn  treaties,  which  he  cannot 
depart  from ;  but  if  the  pecuniary  succours  are  themselves 
thought  a  motive  for  war  by  Great  Britain^  the  ground  of  our 
engagement  is  altered.  I  answered,  that  it  was  not  the  wish 
of  England  to  crush  Spain,  and  still  less  to  crush  her  in  favour 
of  France  ;  that  it  could  answer  no  purpose  that  Spain  should  . 
exhaust  herself  by  first  furnishing  a  subsidy  and  afterwards  a 
contingent;  and  that  if  he  wished,  therefore,  to  have  a  clearet 
end  more  distinct  declaration  than  that  contained  in  my  note 
oiF  the  day  before,  I  would  give  it  him.  He  said,  he  thought 
that  was  unnecessary,  that  the  note  was  strong  enough/ 

(First  Inclosure  in  No.  6.) 

Sir,  •  Escorial,  13th  December  1803. 

I  OBEY  the  orders  which  I  have  just  received  from  my 
court,  bv  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  in  an  authentic 
shape,  ipe  declarations  which  I  have  frequently  had  the  ho^ 
nour  or  making  verbally,  and  in  a  manner  less  positive  and 
precise. 

'  Since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  his  Majesty  hu 
never  ceased  to  consider  the  preservation  of  good  understand- 
inc;  with  the  coifirt  of  Spain  as  a  principal  object  of  his  politi- 
cal views^  This  court,  itideed,  has  never  refused  to  acknow^ 
ledge' the  justice  of  his  Majcsty*s  intentions  and  good  will  tOr 
wards  It.  But  it  is  equally  manifest,  and  the  court  of  SpaiiS 
itself  cainnot  but  admit  it,  that  the  effect  of  this  good  will,  aild 
of  these  intentions,  must  depend  upon  that  of  the  efforts  whicH 
Spain  is  bound  to  make  on  her  side ;  in  the  first  place,  to 
maintain  a  system  of  absolute  neutrality,  and,  secondly,  to 
cause  it  to  be  respected  by  the  other  belligerent  powers.  • 

With  regard  to  the  former,  his  Majesty  is  pertectly  sensible 
of  the  difiiculties  of  the  situation  in  which  Spain  is  placed,  a:^ 
well  by  reason  of  her  antient  lies  with  France,  as  on  account 
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pf  the  x:haractcr  and  iKibitual  conduct  of  that  power  and  of 
her  chief.  This  consideration  would  induce  him  to  -tct  with 
forbearance  to  a  certain  degree,  and  particularly  to  overlook 
such  pecuniary  sacrifices  as  should  not  be  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude to  force  attention  on  account  of  their  political  effi:cts. 
But  it  is  expressly  enjoined  me  to  declare  to  your  Excellency, 
that  pecuniary  advances^  such  as  are  stipulated  in  the  convexi* 
,tldn  recently  concluded  witli  France,  cannot  be  considered  by 
tlic  British  Government  but  as  a  war  subsidy ;  a  succour  the 
most  eflicacious,  the  best  adapted  to  |;he  wants  and  to  the  sf- 
tuation  of  the  enemy,  the  most  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,  and  the  most  dangerous  for 
his  dominions  ^  In  fine,^  more  than  an  equivalent  to  cverj 
other  species  of  aggression. 

Notwithstanding  his  personal  sentiments,  imperious  neces- 
sity, and  that  first  duty  which  compels  a  prince  to  consideri 
above  and  before  all  things,  the  nation  whose  interests  arc 
comniitted  to  his  care,  have  prescribed  to  his  Majesty  that 
conduct  from  which  he  cannot  depart- 

With  regard  to  the  second  article,  that  of  causing  this  neu- 
trality to  be  respected  by  the  other  belligerent  powers.  It  ap- 
pears superfluous  to  repeat  to  your  Excejlency  the  declarations 
which  I  have  already  made  on  the  subject  of  Portugal  j  never- 
theless, since  this  object  is  again  pointed  out  in  my  kst  in-  . 
structions,  I  cannot  refrain  fix)m  repeating  ta  your  Excellency 
the  declaration,  that  the  passage  of  French  troops  through  the 
territories  of  Spain  wduld  be  considered  as  a  violation  of  her 
neutrality,  and  thaf  his  Majesty  would  find  himself  cranpeUed 
to  have  j^ccoursc  to  the  most  decisive  measures,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  an  event.  Such,  Sir,  is  an  abridgment  of  the 
iij  struct  ions  which  I  have  just  received  from  my  court,  and 
which  I  communicate  nearly  in  tlie  same  terms.  There  are 
oriiers,  of  inferior  importance,  upon  which  I  shall  have  the 
honour  to  converse  with  you  in  the  conference  of  to  morrow. 

Whilst  I  attach  the  utmost  importance  to  these  interesting 
subjects,  it  affijrds  me  much  satis&ction  to  think  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  at  length  be  persuaded  that  I  have  been  far  from 
exceeding  tlie  views  and  sentiments  of  my  Government  in 
the  declarations  which  I  have  formerly  made,  and  that  the 
advice  which  i  have  thought  It  right,  in  consequence,  to  sug- 
jicst,  ha^  been  founded  upon  ideas  sufficiently  correct,  and  in- 
spired by  the  sincerest  desire  of  perpetuating  the  continuance 
of  harmouv  and  good  understanding  between  the  two  countries. 

(Signed)        J.H.FRERE. 
ills  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Ccvallos,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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(Second  Inclosure  in  No.  6.) 

Translation  of  a  Note  from  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  J.  H, 
Frerej  Esquire,  dated  Cscurial,  i6th  December  1^03^ 

-       Sir, 

AS  soon  as  the  war  b^gan  between  France  and  England, 
Sjpatn  was  required  by  the  former  power  to  furnish  the  defen- 
sive succours  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  I79<5|  the  execution 
of  which,  in  as  much'a^  it  is  a  consequence  of  engagements 
previously  contracted  by  Spain,  and  a  fresh  proof  of  the  King's' 
good  faitli,  presents  in  no  degree  an  obstacle  to  the  continu- 
ance of  friendship  and  good  understanding  with  Great  Britain, 
with  whom  his  Majesty  has  endeavoured  to  maintain  them  by 
Cilery  means  of  conciliation,  Great  Britain  corresponding  to 
the  same  object,  by  punishing  the  privateers  who  transgress 
the  law  of  neutrality,  according  to  repeated  official  accounts, 
and  chiefly  those  of  the  29th  November,  a  later  date  than  the 
expedition  of  the  courier  who  has  given  rise  to  the  nott  which 
you  have  just  sent  me. ' 

Although  the  Spanish  cabinet  is  penetrated  with  the  maxim, 
that  th^  idea  of  aiding  France  is  compatible  with  that  of  neu- 
trality towards  England,  his  Majesty  has  thought  that  he  could 
better  maintain  these  two  objects  by  a  method,  which,  with- 
out being  disagreeable  to  France,  strips  her  neutrality  towards 
Great  Britain  of  that  hostile  exterior^  which  military  succours 
necessarily  present,  which  sometimes,  in  spite  of  friendly  pro- 
testations, leads  the  minds  of  neutral  sovereigns  to  mistrust, 
to  the  hazard  of  the  wished  for  peace. 

Such  have  been  the  King's  political  views  in  agreeing  to  a 
treaty  of  subsidy  to  France,  equivalent  to  the  military  suc- 
cour. 

Neither  before  nor  since  this  treaty  has  the  Spanish  Go- 
vernment omitted  any  of  tho^e  means  which  lead  to  the  pre- 
servation of  good  understanding  with  Great  Britain,  as  is 
proved  to  you  by  the  imprisonment  inflicted  upon  the  Spa- 
niard who  had  dared  to  insult  the  British  flagi 

The  British  Cabinet  in  its  conferences  with  the  Spanish 
minister,  has  not  considered  that  Spain  violated  her  neutrality 
by  the  act  of  assisting  France  with  the  military  succour  sti- 
pulated fofTiejrdefence. 

Ti^' Dccuniary  aid  substituted  in  its  place,  besides  that  it 
carrid'.W'lipstne  appearance,  neither  compromises  the  good 
understahdhig  of  tliose  whoare^acuter,  nor  gives  to  France 
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such  ready  and  expeditiout  means  of  hostility  against  Great 
Britain.  i         .,     . 

Tlie  King  has  employed  his  offices  with  the  French  Go* 
Temment  to  avoid  the  entry  of  her  troops  into  Spain,  and  to 
calm  the  apprehensions  of  the  Court  of  Portugal,  obtaining 
from  the  First  Constil  that  this  point  should  become  an  object 
of  negotiation  between  the  two  oovemmeats,  and  hi$  Majesty 
offering  to  co-operate  with  his  good  ofiices  for  the  cooclusion 
of  a  treaty  which  is  to  shelt^  dbe  kingdom  of  Portugal  from 
any  attack ;  the  favourable  effects  otwhich  that  monarchy 
has  already  begun  to  feel,  and  it  is  in  her  power  to  derive 
firom  it  all  the  advanta|^  which  she  desires. 

In  this  situation  of  things  I  receive  your  note,  which  re- 
presents that  Spain,  in  having  substituted  pecuniary  supines 
£[>r  her  defensive  engagements,  has  displeased  the  English  Ca* 
binet  in  a  degree  the  most  unexpected,  under  pretext  that 
they  exceed  her  en^gements^  whereas  to  represent  them 
under  this  point  of  view,  it  would  be  necessary  to  know  their 
amount,  wnich  is  not  known;  or  knowing  it,  to' compare  it 
with  the  expence  of  furnishing  the  defensive  succours  due  txi 
France* 

This  comparatiAre  statement  of  what  has  been  hitherto  exe- 
cuted by  Spain,  and  the  contents  of  your  note,  and  what  is 
more  the.  contradiction  which  there  is  between  the  equitable 
and  conciliatory  conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  sentencing  .to 
punishment  the  privateers,  who  have  violated  the  Spanish  flagy 
mjccording  to  the  $iccounts  of  the  29th  November,  and  the 
alarming  expressions  in  which  your  note  of  the  13th  instant 
is  conceived,  obliges  the  Spanish  Cabinet  to  require  of  you 
more  clear  and  decisive  explanations  of  the  ideas  of  your  Ca* 
binet,  which  I  hope  you' will  be  pleased  to  communicate  tom^ 
with  the  dispatch  which  their  importance  demands. 

(Signed)        PEDRO  CEVALLOS, 
J.  H.  Frer^,  Esquire,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Third  Inclofurc  in  No.  6.) 

Sir,   .  Madrid,  26lh  December,  180». 

I  COMPLY  with  your  Excellency's  rcqueft,  in  commu- 
nicating to  you  the  explicit  and  decilive  explanations  of  the 
ideas  of  my  Cabinet,  mentioned  in  my  note  of  the  1 3th 
iaftft«t«^  I'hey  are  nearly  the  fame  with  thofc  which,  I  h»d 
the  kooQi  \m9l\f  to  addrefs  to  you  in  our  conference  on 
this,  iiilgecu  .  Ymt  Excellency  then  remarked^  and  the 
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fame  obfcrvation  lagain  occurs  in  your  note  of  tfce  listh' 
inilant,  that  the  furnifhing  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  the 
treaty  of  l'i96,  being  but  a  confequcnce  of  engagements 
previoufly  €ontraded»  is  in  fad  only  a  frefh  proof  of  the 
good  faith  of  his  Catholic  Majefty^  and  can  in\no  wi(e  he 

Srejudicial  to  the  continuance  of  good  harmony  with  his 
iritannic  Majefty. 

!  confefs  to  your  Excel lency,  that  without  having  too  fa- 
vorable an  opinion  of  my  own  abilities,  I  could  not  never* 
th^lefs  help  feeling  a  degree  of  humiliation,  on  feeing  that 
a  perfon,  wliofe  judgment  I  infinitely  refpeAed,  l%t  fo  ITttle 
a  value  on  mine ;  and. that  he  tboiight  be  might  hazard  with 
me  a  fophifm,  from  which,  if  the  gravity  of  the  fubjeft 
could  allow  of  it,  it  would  not  b^  difHcult  to  draw  the  nioft 
abfurd  confequences. 

In  fad,  it  remains  to  be  known,  whether  a  power  can 
acquire  the  right  of  attacking  another,  and  at-the  fame  titiie 
impofe  on  her  the  obligation  to  abftain  from  every  (pecies 
of  reprifals.  It  cannot  furely  be  neceflary  ferioufly  to  dif- 
cufs  a  (imilarqueftion  :  It  fufiices  limply  to  fay,  that  fuch  a 
right  cannot  exift ;  that  nature  and  common  ienie  rejed  it ; 
that  all  political  combinations  are  inadequate  fo  bdtow  it ; 
and  ^at  mod  certainly  no  nation  can  acquire  it  by  an  a£lof 
its  own  judgement,  fuch  as  the  (ignature  of  a  treaty  con- 
cluded voluntarily*  and  without  neceifity. 

But,-  it  may  be  a<ked,  Ihould  not  the  ftipuiations  of  a 
treaty  be  complied  with  ?  i  do  not  examine,  if  in  the  pre-< 
fcnt  cafe  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty,  which  binds  Spain  to 
France,  have  not  been  annulled  by  reiterated  adts  of  this 
very  power*  It  may  be  granted  that  this  treaty  is  ufthe 
btmoil  validity ;  it  may  even  be  admitted  that  it  is  mod 
ttriAly  obligatory;  and  that  the  Spanilh  Government  is 
bound  t'i  execute  moft  fcrupuloufly  all  its  articles ;  but  after 
all  thefe  conceflions,  it  lemains  for  me  on  the  other  hand 
to  remark,  that  this  obligation  is  abfolutcly  foreign  to  Great 
Britain,  and  that  its  Government  is  not  bound  to  refpect  the 
execution  of  a  treaty^  to  which  it  has  been  far  from  contri* 
buting,  which  has  been  made  without  its  knowledge,  againft 
its  coafent,  and  even  in  oppofition  to  its  powcn  An  indi- 
vidual who  yefterday  was  free,  enters  to-day  a  volunteer, 
to-morrow  he  receives  orders  to  march  to  the  attack  of  a 
place ;  his  honour  and  his  engagement  oblige  him  to  futfil 
is  duty;  but  he  would  be  in  the  wrong  to  fuppofe  that  this 
obligatioil  ought  to  be  refpeded  by  tlu:  belieged,  or  that  it 
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^lil  pfotfcf)^  him  againft  the  natural  confeqilences  of  a  ti^^ 

SMTous  refinance.  If  in  fad  any  misfortune  Ihould  befall 
im,  he  ought  to  cunfidev  it  i'oiely  a$  the  confequence  of 
tlie  engagement  he  bad  entered  into. 
V  The  lame  reafon  applies  tft  the  fobftitution  of  pecuniary 
fublidies,  and  ftill  more  ftrungly,  if  thcl'e  fubfidies,  by  tlicir 
amount,  or  by  the  cfFeft  of  otlicr  circumftances,  become 
inore  than  an  equivalent  for  the  ilipulated  contingent;  but 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  France  ha»  (hewn  a  marked  eagerneft 
ty  obtain  thib  fubflilution  ;  the  Court  of  England  has  lately 
declared,  in  a  formal  manner,  that  it  con(iders  fqch  afubr 
ilitution  a^  more  prejudicial  than  would.be  the  fuppiying  the 
contingent  itfelf.  Thcfe  two  Governments  are  afluredlr 
tlic  beft  and  only  judges  of  what  is  conducive  to  their  tCt 
fpe&ive  interf  fts ;  and  their  opinions,  fo  unequivocally  de-* 
clared,  render  it  unneceilary  for  roe  to  reply  to  your  Ex« 
cellency's  ai-guments.  There  dill  remains  one  remark 
more  to  make* on  this  fuhject ;  and  your  Excellency  will  the 
inoie  readily  pardon  me,  as  it  may  in  fonie  degree  be  con- 
iidci'cd  as  ncceflary  to  my  perfonal  juftificacion.  When 
your  Excellency  cxprcfles  to  me  the  fui prize  which  the  de- 
claration i  made  on  the  i:uh  of  this  month  had  caufed, 
vou  will  allow  mc  to  call  to  your  recollection,  that  this  de« 
Iclaration  merely  contained  the  formal  expreflion  of  the 
fame  ideas  and  of  tlie  fame  language  which  I  had  held  on 
every  occafjpn  when  I  iiad  the  honour  of  fjieaking  to  you  on 
jhe  iubjed  o(  the  enoimous  fubfidies  lately  demanded  by 
iMance.  It  wa3  pet  haps  natural,  that  your  KxceMency 
ihould  at  that  time  have  referred  to  other  information, 
lather  than  to  verbal  aflurances  on  my  part.  I  certainly  ic* 
gret  it ;  but  neither  my  Government  nor  myfelf  can  be  rc- 
Jponliblc  for  it.  With  refpefl  to  that  part  of  your  ExceU 
lencv*s  note,  which  fays,  that  the  British  Cabinet,  in  its 
conferences  with  the  3p^nifh  Minifier,  was  not  of  opinion 
that  Spain  infiinged  its  neutrality  by  affording  the  (Itpulated 
fuccours,  it  appears  to  me  no  eafy  tafk  to  underftand  clearly 
the  precifc  force  of  the  cxpreifion  made  ufc  of  by  yimr 
][Lxceilency  U}  the  original ;  but  if  I  am  to  underhand  it» 
as  alluding  fo  ^ny  declaration  whatever  on  this  fubjed  oq 
the  part  o[  his  Majeliy\s  Miniltcrs,  I  will  venture  to  t<ikc 
upon  myfelf,  under  the  nioft  formal  lefponiibility,  (o  deny 
the  exigence  of  fiich  a  declaration. 

Not  to  omit  any  thing  on  the  feveral  points  contained  in 
your  KxcelIency*snote,  it  will  beneceffary  to  fay  a  word  on 
the  fu^ijeil  qf  Portugal.     At  the  very  coqamencemeijt  ^f 
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hofltlities^  I  obeyed  the  orders  of  my  Court,  fiy  decl  irfng 
both  to  your  ExccUcacy,  and  to  Mon  Seigneur  tlie  Prince"  of 
Peacr,  that  his  Majefty,  jn  purfuance  8f  his  alliance  wits' 
Cbe  Court  of  Portugal,  found  hTrnfcIf  obh'ged  tb  cohfidfer 
the  non-pafiage  of  the  French  troops  through  the  Spanilh 
terrilorics  as  indifpenfable  to  the  maintenahce  of  the  riea- 
trality  of  that  Court,  tt  appears  then;  th'at  irt  a  cinj^eit- 
lk>n«  the  oflenfible  and  acknowledged  defijgrt  of  which  were, 
to  fccure.the  tranquillity  of  Spaiti',  it  wonld  iiave  bc.tii* 
natural  to  introduce  an  article  that,  jiilight  fecure  ))er 
againft  a  fimilar  infraction  of  her  neutrality  *  it  being 
manirtft,  that  fuch  an  infraction  would  determine  the 
Britilh  Government  no  longer  to  conlider  Spain  aS^A 
neutral  power.  On  the  'contrary  it  appears,  that  thi?  treatj^ 
contains  only  one  arliqle*  by  w^hif  h  Spain  engjjges  hcrfelf  to' 
interpofe  her  good  offices  with  Portugal,  in  order  to  picvaiL 
upon  her  alfo  to  furnifli  France  with  a  fubfidy  ar^aipd  heF 
own  ally.  I  have  juft  ftatcd  to  your  Excellency  the  tenti- 
iiieats  of  my  Court  on  the  granting  of  tbefc  ftibfidfeS  hf 
Spain,  in  reply  to  your  Excellency's  arguments,  which  dwelt 
lolely'  upon  the  exiflence  of  prior  treaties.  Pt  tti^y  therfefore 
be  peraxittcd  me  to  remind  your  Excetlcncyi'jha^t  Portugal  li 
bound  by  prior  treaties  tofifrnilh  fuccours  to  England.  Thdt 
Portugal  has  no  neutrality  to  purchafe:  Tliafif  I^drtugal 
is  to  conform  to  the  fyftem  adopted  by  Spain,  that  is  to  fay^ 
tlie  fubftitution  of  pecuniary  fuccours  for  a  contingent,  theie 
fuccours  are  due  to  England.  If,  on  the  contrary,  her  neu- 
trality is  to  be  purchafed  by  furnifliing  fuccours  to  the  enemy 
ofherally,asis  nowpropofed  to  Portugal  to  dci^itt^uld  thence 
refult  tliat  Spain  Ihould  Irkewife  furnith  fbccours  to  England* 
and  not  M  r  r$pQ^ ;  if  Spain  fliould  rejefl  fuch  a  demand  as 
an  infult,  fhe  ought  not  to  endeavour  to  induce  Pprtugal  to. 
fubroit  to  it.  Two  oppofite  principles  can  never  be  admit* 
ted  in  two  cafes  precifely  nmilar.  Let  not  infinuations* 
founded  on  a  pretended  difpjrity  between  the  fotces  of  the 
two  belligerent  powerjs,  be  put  in  oppofition  to  this  juft  and 
natural  coafequence  !  Such  confiderations  .  btye  not  been 
admitted  byEjjglaad-  Sliehas,  by  a  folcmn  defiance,  proved 
the  falfebood  of  the  vain  and  groundleii  affertion,  that 
England  was  unable  to  cope  (in^le^-handed  with  France.  She 
bas  given  this  defiance.  She  will  maintain  it,  ot  Ibe  will 
fail  glorioufly.^  Never  will  fhe  admit  the  idea  of  an  humi-- 
liatinjg  inferiority,  either  as  the  baSs  of  her  own  cond^ft,' 
«r  other  rclaflons  with  foreign  powers^    Too  well!  kno# 
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the  reTpej^  which  itdue  io  a  great  and  powerful  momrehTr 
to  dwell  upon  injurious  comparifons,  erpecially  in  an  official 
aAd  permanent  lorm  1  «bat  your  Excellency  will  doubtiels 
tecoUed  the  obfervations  which  I  have  verbally  made  to  you 
i;dpe£ting  tlie  relative  iituations  of  Portugal  and  Spain*  with 
regard  to  France  and  England.  .  If  I  do  notthiqk  it  proper 
to  repeat  them  on  this  occaiion,  I  can  afliire  your  Excellency 
tliajt  I  am  farfioro  concealing  them,  or  from  apprehending 
that  they  can  be  difavowed  by  my  Government. 

It  appears  to  me«  that  the  alK)ve  ftatement  will  anfwer 
your  Excellency's  ideas:  but  I  cannot  clofe  it  withooC  af^ 
ifording  myfelf  the  fatisfadion  of  rendering  juftice  to  the 
opright  and  friendly  intentions  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  nia* 
nifetlcd  on  feveral  occafions*  and  almoft  uniformly  in  your 
Excellency's  language  and  conduct. 

•  Your  Excellency  nas  likewife  afforded  the  fametefiimony 
in  favour  of  tlie  principles  and  conduct  of  his  Britannic  Ma^ 
jefty's  Government.  Such  ist  unfortunatelv,  the  temper  of 
mankind,  that  rivalry  and  hatred  are  not  tne  fole  motives 
which  give'  riie  to  hostilities.  Doubtlefs*  had  a  national 
hatred^  or. an  xippofition  of  interefts  been  neceOary*  one 
might  have  expeded  an  uninterrupted  continuance  of  tliat 
harmony,  which  is  fo  perfeAIy  suitable  to  the  habiu  and 
interefta  of  the  two  nations.  In  all  cafes,  and  under  all  cir* 
cuctiftances,  his  Majcfty  will  be. very  far  from  laying  any 
tbin^  to  the  charge  of  hisCs^tholic-Majcfly's  wtfhcs,  or  of 
the  intentions  of  his  Government,  He  will  attiibute  it  to  a 
fiital  combination  of  circumftances,  and  to  the  confequence 
of  the  unfortunate  engagements  which  have  re-united  a 
friendly  power  to  hia  natural  enemy. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  FRERE. 

Aia  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Cevallos, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  7. 

ExtraA  of  a  Difpatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Efquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  dated  Madrid,  21  ih  December,  1803. 

THE  reports  which  reach  us  here  from  other  quarters, 
liave  determined  me  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  ftrong  protefta- 
lioii  contained  in  the  note  inclofed  in  my'  former  4ifpatch« 
and  for  the  reft  to  watch  their  condujl,  contenting  myfelf 
^ith  reporting  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  unlets  circumftance$ 
lliould  arife  wbicli  would  rendtr'mj  further  forbearance  in* 
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compatible  with  the  obfervoiice  of  your  Lordfliip's  inflruC'^ 
tions.  Since  this  time  1  have  leavrH  that  t!>is  GovernmieiU; 
have  already  advanced  ro  France  the  eight  millions  of  livrcs* 
and  that  they  are  on  the  p4)int  of  furnifliing  a.  further  fum 
of  four  millions.  Befides  this,  the  recruiring  for  the  array, 
which  had  been  going  on  brilkly,  has  been-ftopped,  or  at 
Icaft  fuffered  to  ftop  of  itfelf ;  while  a  greater  aftivity  pre- 
vails in  the  marine  department — though  I  conceived  it  my 
duty  to  make  a  ftrong  remonftrance  upon  this  bead,  apu 
even  to  (lake  my  continuance  here,  agreeably  to  your  Lord- 
(hip's  inilrudions,  upon  the  abfolute  ccilulion  of  ihefe  naval 
armaments, 

(Signed)  J.  H.FRERE. 

No,  S. 

Difpatch  from  J.  H.  Frere^  Efquire,  to  Lord  Hawkefbury, 
dated  Madrid,  27th  December,  I3D3. 

My  Lord, 

UNDER  the  circumftances  mentioned  in  my  difpatch  of 
this  date,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  write  to  Lord  NeU 
foa  and  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  and  likewife  to  his  MafcAy's 
Confuls  and  Proconfuls,  advifing  them,  tliat  the  fituation  o£ 
afiairs  between. the  two  Courts  was  fuel),  as  to  jufiify  ^iie; 
apprehension  cif  an  approaching  rupture* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  *   - 

(Signed)  J.  H.FRERE. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Miwkefbury, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  9. 

Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Hawkelbury,  to  J.  H. 
Frere,  Efqiiire,  dated  2lft  Jan.  1804.. 

YOUR  difpatches  to  No.  54  inclufive,  have  been  re- 
ceived and  laid  before  tlie  King. 

HisMajeftv  feels  additional  reafons  (conformably  to  the 
(Vftem  of  policy  which  he  has  already  laid  down)  for  cn^ 
aeavouring  to  preferve  the  illations  of  peace  with  Spain,  as 
Jong  as  is  compatible  with  his  honour,  and  a  due  attention 
to  the  eflential  interefts  of  his  dominions.  l*he  iaforpsation. 
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however,  contained  in  your  laft  difpatclies  is  not  fufficieot 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  decide  how  far  it  may  be  poffibic 
for  him  to  extend  his  forbearance.  The  pecuniary  fuccour$ 
to  be  afforded  by  Spain  to  France  unqueftionably  furnifh 
ill  themfeltcs  a  juftifiahJe  caufe  of  war ;  hut  confidering  the 
lip;ht  in  which  they  were  explained  on  a  former  occafii>n, 
hfs  Majefly  is  unwilliiigto  proceed  to  extremities  under  the 
pi^fent  circumftanccs,  on  this  meafure  alone,  provided  he 
can  obtain  a  fatisfadory  explanation  on  other  points,  and 
that  be  can  be  convinced  of  the  fincere  intention  of  the 
Spanifh  Government  to  caufe  their  neutrality  to  be  refpeded 
in  every  other  particular.  His  Majefty's  final  decifion, 
however^  on  this  point,  muft  depend  on  circumftances,  of 
which  he  has  not  at  prefcnt  fufficient  information  to  enable 
him  to  form  his  judgment,  Firft,  What  is  the  purport  of 
the  other  ftipulathons  contained  in  the  treaty  between  the 
King  of  Spain  and  the  French  Government  i  Whether  anyr 
obligations  are  impofed  by  then)  on  his  Catholic  Majefly, 
inconfiftent  with  the  rights  or  jufl  pretentions  qf  this  coun- 
try ?  Secondly,  What  are  the  extent  and  amount  of  the 
naval  preparations  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  and  what  are  the 
explanations  given  of  thole  preparations  by  tiie  SpantOi  Go- 
vernment ?  His  Majefty  eertarniy  has  a  dear  right  to  dc- 
ihand  the  fulled  explanation  oh  both  thefe  points,  before 
he  can  be  cxpcfted  to  answer  the  qucftion  of  MtJnficur  Ce- 
vallos,  Whether  the  pecuniary  fuccours  afforded  by  Spain  to 
France  will  be  made  by  hi?  Majefty.the  ground  ot  war  ? 

You  will  therefore  ftate  to  the  Spanifh  Government,  that 
his  Xdajefly  conceives  he  has  a  right,  before  they  can  claim 
any  forbearance  at  his  hancjsito  a  full  and  entire  comnauni* 
cation,  in  confidence,  of  all  the  engagements  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  Spanifh  Government  and  that  of  France,  (parti* 
cularly  of  the  whole  of  the  treaty  recentlv  Concluded),  and 
of  the  principles  upon  which  the  Spanifn  Government  in- 
tefi|ds  to^  regulate  its  condufi,  as  well  with  refpe£t  to  araaai^ 
ments  as  in  all  other  particulars  ;  th^t  whei>  the  whole  cafe 
is  laid  before  his  Majeily,  he  will  be  enabled  to  determine 
what  cbndufl  it  may  be  proper  for  him  to  adopt ;  but  that  it 
cannot  pollibly  be  expected  that  bis  Majefly  fhould  acquiefce 
i^  one  flipulation  of  a  treaty,  and  that  of  a  nature  hlgply  in«^ 
jurious  to  his  interefls,  and  fubmit  at  the  fame  time  to  re- 
main in  complete  ignorance  of  all  the  other  flipulations  it 
contains ;  that  the  circumdance  of  armaments  m  the  ports 
df  Spain  Cannot  but  afford  to  his  Majefly  very  feriotts  • 
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grnund  of  jeakJlify,  uri  the  greateft  fufjpicion  t|iat  the  Spsu 
nilh  Government  has  in  its  contemplation  fome  uherioc 
projedls  of  hoftilily  agninft  his  dominions;  that  an  un^ 
referved  confiiience  on  che  part  of  the  Government  of  Spain 
will  not  fail  to  be  met  by  a  reciprocal  conduct  on  the  part  of 
his  Majeily  ;  and  that  whatever  may  be  the  iifue  of  tiie 
prefent  difcuflions,  neither  party  will  be  in  danger,  by  thefe 
means,  of  being  hurried  into  hoililiiies  from  a  mifconcep«<^ 
tion  of  the  views,  intentions,  and  engagements  of  the  other. 
I  cannot  too  ftrongly  recommend  to  you  to  avoid  bringing- 
thefe  difcuffions  to  a  fudden  and  unfavourable  iflue,  except 
in  the  two  cafes  dated  in  your  former  inflrudions,  viz.  the 
(Entrance  of  a  French  army  into  Spain,  or  authentic  infor^ 
mation  of  a  naval  armament  being  m  fuch  forward  prepara- 
tion, for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  views  of  France,  or 
for  other  purpolcs  hoAile  to  this  country,  as  may  fpecdily  re-> 
quire  the  exertions  of  his  Majefty's  forces.    ,  .  \ 

No.  10. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esq.  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid)  3d  March,  1 804. 

I  HAVE  endeavoured  to  keep  up  such  a  tone,  as  may  en-*  ^ 
able  his  Majesty's  Government  to  take  whatever  steps  may  be 
thought  neces&iry  or  expedient,  without  being  exposed  to  the 
reproach  of  abrupt  or  violent  conduct,  or  of  the  infraction  of 
any  engager^ent,  either  directly  stipulated,  or  which  might 
be  contended  to  have  been  implied  by  a  tacit  and  continued 
acquiescence  ^  in  shoit,  without  losing  any  thing  of  that  evi-. 
dent  justice,  which  all  Europe  would  have  recognized  and  ad- 
mitted, if  the  first  stipulation  of  subsidy  to  France  had  beei^ 
considered  and  acted  upon  as  a  ground  for  immediate  hosti">, 
iities.  Being  well  aware  bow  much  the  justice  of  such  a  case, 
may  suffer  in  appearance  by  delay,  and  by  continued  forbear-* 
ance,  I  have  endeavoured^  in  my  correspondence  with  M. 
Cevallos,  not  only  to  show  the  perfect  fairness  of  the  prctcn-. 
sions  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  but  to  avoid  any  thin{( . 
like  an  admission  of  the  pretended  neutrality  of  this  Court ; 
and  without  pushing  matters  to  extremity,  on  the  one  hand^ 
or  on  the  other,  attempting  to  settle  and  trace  out  the  present 
relations  of  the  two  countries.  This  system  is  rendered  still 
more  necessary,  by  the  impossibility  ot  obtaining  from  Spain 
any  substantial  pledge  for  her  future  conduct,  so  long,  at 
ieast,  as  she  continues  to  follow  the  same  system  of  subordi- 
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ration  to  France.  The  cortscqucncc,  therefore,  of  any  ex* 
planation  or  understanding  between  the  two  Courts,  would 
be  only  to  bind  his  Majesty's  Government  gratuitously,  white 
Spain  would  remain  in  her  prcsient  state  as  long  as  the  French 
Government  might  find  it  convenient,  and  would  afterwards, 
without  shame  or  hesitation,  plead  necessity  as  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  any  violation  of  faith  which  her  ally  might  thixik 
proper  t#  dictate. 

It  will  be  proper  to  mention  to  your  lordship  a  circum- 
stance, which  shews  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  first 
considerstion  which  I  mentioned,  namely,  that  of  the  entire 
subordination  of  this  country  to  France  under  its  present  sys- 
tem. When,  in  conformity  to  your  lordship's  instructions,  I 
applied  for  a  communication  of  the  treaty,  it  was  replied,  that 
it  was  impossible  \  that  wh^n  it  was  first  made,  the  necessity 
of  makine  such  a  conununication  to  the  British  Government 
had  been  msistexi  upon,  but  that  General  fiournonville  had 
positively  overruled  this  proposal.  In  the  course  of  the  same 
conversation,  when  I  insisted  strongly  upon  the  two  points  of 
the  cessation  of  naval  armament,  and  the  sale  of  prizes,  in 
answer  to  what  I  said  upon  the  latter  point,  it  was  said^ 
•*  Well,  we  must  tell  the  French  that  you  will  not  put  up 
with  it,  and  that  it  cannot  be.*'  These  expressions  so  strongly 
mark,  i)oth  the  value  which  the  French  attach  to  the  con- 
tinuance, of  the  present  state  of  things  with  respect  to  Spain, 
and  the  perfect  dominion  which  they  exercise  over  this  Go- 
vernment, that  I  cannot  but  conceive  that,  even  if  they  stood 
'  alone,  they  would  be  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  instability  of 
any  engagement  with  this  Court,  and  of  the  dbadvantage 
which  his  Majesty's  Government  would  be  exposed  to  by 
being  bound  to  an  arrangement,  which  the  French  certainly 
consider  as,  in  a  high  degree,  favourable  to  their  own  inter- 
ests, and  which  they  will  find  no  difficulty  in  violating,  when- 
ever in  their  opinion  it  ceases  to  be  so. 

Of  the  notes,  copies  of  which  are  enclosed,  No.  i.  was 
written  upon  a  report  which  reached  me  of  orders  having 
been  sent  down,  and  of  great  activity  prevailing  in  the  ports, 
which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  take  notice  of  in  pretty  strong 
terms.  M.  Cevallos'  reply  is,  as  your  lordship  will  observe, 
in  the  same  stile,  and  in  his  note  he  does  not  dissemble,  that 
the  preparations  are  made,  with  a  view  to  vindicate  and  assert 
their  present  pretended  systetti  of  neutrality.  This  note  ap- 
peared to  me,  both  fi*om  its  substance  and  tone,  so  much  likt! 
^  dcfl;:ncc,  and  ^o  impossible  to  be  pssed  over,  that  1  con^ 
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^JctTcd  k-my  duty  to  fttum  »  xtrydtclded  and'  pcreml)fory 
reply;  in  which,  at  the  sametimej  I  took  an  opportunity  dT 
stating,  as  clearly  as  I  was  able,  the  evident  justice  of  the  de- 
mand which  I  was  .charged  to  make  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- . 
jcsty's  Government,  concluding  with  a  positive  intimation  of 
the  immediate  bad  consequendes  which  would  ensue  in  case 
of  a  negative  or  unsatisfactory  answer.  The  answer  from  M. 
Cevallos  is,  as  your  lordship  will  perceive,  very  different  in 
tone,  though  in-  fact  conceding  very  little,  and  perfectly  nu- 
gatory and  trifling  Upon  the  two  important  points,  of  a  ces- 
sation of  naval  preparations,  and  the  sale  of  prizes,  and  con- 
cluding by  dcisiring  an  explanation  of  the  intentions  and  view^s 
of  England  with  resect  to^  the  present  situation  of  Spain. 
In  my  answer,  which  I  have  framed  in  a  correspondent  tone 
^  miod^ration^  I  airoid  taking  any  notice  •  of  this  question, 
and  insist  upon  the  difference  between  the  concessions  of  the 
Spanish  Government  on  the  other  points,  and  the  demands 
of  hi»  M:yesty,  and  argue  them  at  some  length,  concluding 
with  a  repetition  of  the  same  intimations  of  the  dangerous 
consequences  to  foe  apprehended  from  a  perteyf  ranct  iti  the 
present  measures. 

(First  enclosure  in  No.  lo.) 
Sir,  Madrid,  January  ad^  1804.- 

SOME  time  has  elapsed  since  your  £Kcellency'«  promises 
and  the  accounts  J  received  fro>n  the  porty  had  removed  my 
uneasiness  on  the  subject  of.  the  naval  armaments,  and  even- 
afforded  the  belief  that  their  speedy  cessation  would  remove 
evjery  cause  of  distrust  on  that  head.     It  would  be  superfluous 
to  point  out  to  your  Excellency  the  circumstances  which  po-  * 
sitively  prove  to  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister,  that  these 
;armanient8  can  have  no  other  objca  thaji  that  of  hostilities 
against  the  ]E(^ing  his  master,  or  that  still  more  offensive  one  e 
^f  wishing  to  support  by  a  menacing  attitude  the  system  of 
sabsidies^  a  system  whicn  has  been  already  pursued,  notwith- 
standing the  remonstrances  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  wherehi 
it  IS  formally  declared  ^hat  this  system  is  more  injurious  than 
€ven«4upp1y)Qg  a  war  eotuingent. 

It  is  sometimes  possible  to  overlook  an  injustice  ;  but  your 
Excellency  too  well  knows  that  an  injustice  supported  by  a 
demonstration  of  force  becomes  an  insult,  and  consequently 
imposes  on  that  power,  who  is  tiic  object  of  it,  the  necessity 
of  demanding  catisfs^aioo* 
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I  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Excellency  will  enable  mc  to 
ifiake  a  satisfactory  report  to  my  Court,  and  that  you  will 
sp&re  me  the  unpleasant  task  of  announcing  to  you  the  very 
decisive  measiu'cs  which)  in  the  contrary  case,  I  am  ordered 
to  adopt. 

I  am.  Ice. 

J.  H.  FRERE. 

(Second  enclosure  in  No.  lo.) 

Note  from  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  J.  H.  Frere,  Esq.  dated 
Aranjuez,  13  th  January,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  received  the  note,  which  you  were  pleased  to ' 
transmit  to  me  on  the  td  instant,  requiring  satisfaction  upon 
the  naval  armaments  which  it  states  are  making  in  the  ports 
of  Spain,  which  can  have  no  other  object  than  that  of  hos- 
tility to  Great  Britain,  and  of  supporting  a  system  of  sub- 
sidy, which  you  assert  has  been  adopted  by  this  Government, 
notwithstanding  the  protests  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  wherein 
it  has  been  formally  declared,  that  such  a  system  is  held  to 
be  more  injurious  than  the  supplying  a  war  contingent. 

In  answer  to  the  above  note,  I  must  state  to  you,  that  the 
ideas  of  this  Court  with  respect  to  that  of  London,  are  as 
pacific  as  I  have  declared  them  to  be  in  all  the  official  com- 
munications in  which  I  have  mentioned  them ;  that  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government  is  consonant  with 
these  ideas  5  that  the  most  convincing  proof  of  her  not  wish- 
ing to  alter  them,  is  the  treaty  of  subsidy  concluded  with 
Fran^ce,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  any  hostile  attitude  towards 
Great  Britain ;  that  the  ships  of  war  which  are  armed  in  the 
arsenals,  were  already  so  at  the  time  of  concluding  the  treaty 
of  neutralitv ;  and  that  as  long  as  the  official  communica- 
tions of  the  British  Government  are  conceived  in  terms  cal- 
culated to  inspire  apprehensions  that  the  designs  of  Great 
Britain  ar?  not  coxiformable  to  those  of  Spain,  prudence, 
policy,  and  decorum,  will  requirp  from  the  latter  the  em- 
ployment of  those  precautions  which  in  so  many  respects  slie 
owes  to  herself. 

(Signed)  PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 

J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(Third  enclosure  in  No.  ro.) ;  / 

Sir,  a4th  January,  18C4. 

AFTER  having  deeply  reflected  on  the  .subject  of  your 
Excellency's  note  of  the  13th  instant,  I  find  myself  at  last 
under  the  necessity  of  coming  to  a  clear  and  explicit  expla- 
nation. 

In  my  note  of  the  13th  pf  last  month,  I  declared  to  your 
Excellency,  by  order  of  my  Government,  th^  the  supply  of 
pecuniary  siiccours,  such  as  had  been  stipulated  by  the  treaty 
recently  concluded  with  France,  was  confidered  his  Majesty 
as  the  kind  of  succours  the  most  efficacious  and  best  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  the  enemv,  the  most  prejudicial  to  the  inte-« 
rests  of  his  Britannic  ALijesty's  subjects,  and  the  most  dan- 
gerous to  his  dominions ;  in  short,  more  than  equivalent  to 
every  species  of  aggression. 

I  again  repeated  the  same  declaration,  supported  by  argu- 
znents  in  detail  in  another  note,  dated  the  26th,  to  which 
your  Excellency  has  not  thought  proper  to  reply.  Indeed, 
jt  was  not  of  a  nature  to  require  an  answer.  Great  Britain 
there  declared,  that  she  saw  in  the  conduct  of  the  Court  of 
Spain  a  just  motive  for  war ;  she  makes  no  reproaches,  she 
demands  no  satisfaction,  she  confines  herself  to  a  declaration 
of  the  wrongs  she  has  suffered ;  and  were  she  compelled  to 
commence  hostilities,  she  would  need  no  other  declaration 
than-that  which  has  already  been  made.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
pointed  out  in  this  declaration  itself,  and  your  Excellency 
cannot  be  ignorant,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  was  by  no 
means  disposed  to  precipitate  this  crisis,  to  which  it*  appears 
that  we  are  now  approaching  with  hasty  strides. 

His  Britannic  Majesty,  fully  persuaded  that  this  truly 
hostile  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Spain  was  by  no  means  in 
unison  with  the  principles  and  intentions  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, was  desirous  of  listening  to  every  admissible  aniange* 
ment,  in  order  to  prolong  for  an  indefinite  term  the  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities,  in  the  reasonable  hope  that  the  fluctuating 
state  of  the  continent  might  at  last  be  settled  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  Spain,  and  to  afford  her 
the  means  of  extricating  herself  from  that  situation  which 
your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  term  neutrality,  in  order  to 
place  herself  iu  a  state  of  real  and  respectable  neutrality. 

This  conduct  is  the  most  convincing  proof  of  the  value 
E  2 
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wKicli  England  attaches  to  the  firiendihip  of  Spikh,  and  of 
the  interest  which  she  takes  in  its  independence.  In  crery 
other  view  such  forbearance  would  be  absolutely  inexplicable. 

His  Britatuuc  Ms^esty^  howcTer,  cannot  aToid  insisting 
upon  conditions  founded  in  justice  and  in  reason,  and  which 
a^  very  kr  from  being  equivalent  to  the  advantages  whic^ 
Spain  derives  from  the  inaction  of  the  British  forces^ 

Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  jiBr>  that  Spain  should  take 
advantage  of  the  good  dispositions  of  EngUnd^  to  carry  on 
against  her  a  two-fold  warfare:  the  first}  the  most  preju- 
dicial of  any,  by  furnishing  p&uniary  succours  to  the  enemy  % 
tod  the  second,  by  admitting  the  enemy  Into  its  ports  upon 
^  more  favourable  footing,  by  permitting  die  sale  of  prizes 
made  by  their  privateers,  and  by  encouraging  the  fitting  <^ 
them  out  i  and,  in  fine,  by  (hewing  them,  on  alt  occasions^ 
a  decided  preferente.  Another  condition,  not  less  equitable, 
is  that  of  the  suspension  of  all  farAer  arming  in  the  ports 
of  this  kingdom.  In  every  case  wherein  hostilities  are  sus- 
pended between  two  powers,  it  is  invariably  agreed,  that 
they  should  remain  in  statu  quo  relative  to  their  military  pre^ 
parations.  As  to  England,  she  is  neither  in  tl^  intention 
nor  under  the  neccssicy,  of  increasing  hcr*s ;  all  her  prepa- 
rations have  long  since  been  completed;  the  peninsula  is 
closely  blockaded  by  her  squadrons,  whose  commanders  wait 
only  orders  for  acting. 

I  have  thus,  Sir,  without  reserve,  laid  before  you  the 
ideas  of  my  Government  on  ihe  actual  relative  situation  of 
the  two  countries,  as  well  as  on  the  principles  resulting 
therefrom,  and  on  the  indisputable  pretensions  founded  upon 
those  principles.  These  pretensions  extend  to  two  objects ; 
namely,  the  cessation  of  all  naval  armaments,  and  a  perfect 
equality  in  the  treatment  shewn  to  the  vessels*and  subjects  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  to  those  of  the  enemy.  I  must 
likewise  inform  your  Excellency,  that,  in  proposing  the  above 
conditions,  I  communicate  the  ultimate  resolution  of  my  Go- 
vernment, with  the  certainty  that  a  negative  or  unsatisfac- 
tory answer  would  immcdiateiy  produce  the  consequences 
which  I  have  so  long  endeavoured  to  avert. 

(Signed)  J.H.FRSRE« 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Pcdrc  Gevallof^ 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(Fourth  enclosure  In  No.  I  o.) 

Note  from  Don  Pedro  Ccvallos  to  J.  H.  Frere,  rsqulrc,  clatol 
Aranjuez,  27th  Jamiarj',  1804. 

Sir,  . 

I  HAVE  received  Uuee  notes  from  you,  dated  the  23<t 
and  24th  inst.  and  having  given  account  of  their  contents  to^ 
the  King  my  master^  I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  yoa  in  the 
following  terms  : 

You  complain  that,  notwithstanding  our  colonial  system,  a 
f  rench  privateer  has  received  shelter  m  the  hay  of  Cnmanaf 
and  been  permitted  to  sell  an  English  vessel  captured  in  the 
gnlph  of  Paria.  Although  our  legislation  does  not  permit 
foreign  ships  to  enter  the  ports  of  our  colonies,  there  are  cer* 
tain  cases,  recommended  by  humanity  and  natural  rights  which 
form  many  exceptions  to  that  general  rule.  The  French  pri* 
vateer  sheltered  in  Cumana  will  probably  have  found  herself 
in  some  such  situation;  and  in  order  to  examine  into  the  a£» 
£ur,  and  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  re9ult» 
his  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  transmit  the  strictest  orders 
to  the  Minister  of  war. 

The  purchase  of  prizes  brought  into  netitral  ports  has  nevar 
been  looked  upon  as  an  act  of  hostility,  or  infraction  of  neu- 
trality,  but  as  a  lawful  speculation  of  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations. 

The  King,  my  master,  has  recognized  the  justice  with 
which  you  claim  that  his*  Britannic  Majesty^s  subjects  should 
be  treated  throughout  Spain  ;with  the  same  consideration  at 
French  citizens ;  and,  since  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  neutra- 
lity with  France,  has  given  the  strictest  orders  to  avoid  every 
predilection,  which. can  appear  in  the  least  degree  inconsistent 
with  our  system  of  strict .  neutrality. 

.  As  soon  as  his  Majesty  had  notice  by  his  Mlnistei:  in  Lon* 
don  of  the  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Island 
of  TeneriflFe,  which  form  the  subject  of  the  note  which  yoa 
were  pleased  to  send  me  on  the  24th,  without  waiting  for  the 
complaint  contained  in  that  note,  he  commanded  me  to  trans* 
mit  an  order  to  the  governor  of  the  said  island,  to  give  satis-' 
faction  as  to  the  charges,  and  information  upon  the  acts  whicli 
arc  attributed  to  him.  These  orders  are  now  repeated,  ac- 
companied by  the  tieposition  of  two  subjects  of  iiis  Britannic 
Majesty,  which  you  are  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  in  ordec 
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that  the  gorernor's  justificatioxLmay  correspond  to  each  of  the 
subjeas  of  complaint. 

^f  You  judge,  with  your  known  prudence  amd  discretion,  that 
these  abuses,  if  they  exist,  cannot  originate  in  orders  issued 
by  the  Spanish  Gove^ment,  and  you  do  it  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve that  it  will  punish  them  as  soon  as  the  result  of  its  en* 
^joiries  shalbput  it  in  a  situation  to  shew  its  severity  towards 
those  who  may  have  faicrited  it. 

You  are  pleased  to  transmit  to  me  another  note  of  the 
same  date,  in  which  you  assure  me  that  his  Britannic  Majesty^ 
jdvlj  appreciating  the  principles  and  pacific  intentions  of  the 
•  King,  my  master,  has  wished  to  lend  him^lf  to  every  admis- 
sible measure  for  the  sake  of  prolonging  the  suspenuon  of 
hostilities  to  an  indefinite  period  4  a  suspension  which,  if  in- 
deed it  is  founded  upon  those  data,  will  have  no  period,  and 
will  be  as  firm  as  are  those  principles  which  essentially  con- 
stitute the  policy  of  the  King  my  master. 

Another  subject  of  complaint  is  the  permission  to  sell 
firizes  in  our  ports.  I  have  had  the  honour  to  say  in  answer 
to  another  note,  that  the  purchase  of  prizes  is  an  act  of  autho- 
rized commerce,  free  from  all  hostility,  when  the  permission 
of  selling  is  not  confined  to  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  but 
common  to  both. 

With  regard  to  the  complaint  that  the  French  ships  are  re- 
ceived in  our  ports  upon  a  more  favourable  footing,  and  that 
a  decided  preference  is  given  to  them,  I  have  the  honour  to 
repeat  to  ydu  that  the  orders  of  the  King  my  master  are  con- 
fined to  an  equality  of  protection,  and  the  most  strict  neu- 
trality* 

Besides  these  conditions  for  the  continuance  of  neutrality, 
you  demand  a  suspension,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  all  further 
armament  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  founding  your  de- 
mand upon  the  identity  of  the  principle,  by  which,  when  hos- 
tilities arc  suspended  between  two  powers,  they  are  fixed  in 
stato  quo  with  regard  to  their  military  preparations.  The 
principles  which  hold  good  in  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  can- 
not be  applied  to  a  case  of  neutrality,  without  infringing 
which,  a  power  may  arm,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  every 
event,  or  even  to  preserve  the  neutrality  which  she  desires- 

The  intentions  of  the  Spanish  Government  are  very  far  re- 
moved from  all  hostility.  His  Britannic  Majesty  could  not 
do  less  than  recognize  the  pacific  views  of  the  King  myma^ 
ter ;  his  Majestj  has  given  irresistible  proofs  that  he  docs  not 
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desire  to  change  them,  both  in  the  sacrifices  which  hav^  beca 
made  to  procure  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom,  and  a  free 
and  secure  circulation  for  the  commerce  of  his  subjects ;  as 
well  as  in  the  prompt  justice,  which  ha|;  been  executed,  before 
Jt  was  demanded,  upon  those  of  his  subjects,  who  have  forgot* 
ten  the  duties  which  the  neutrality  imposes. 

These  data  being  laid  dqwn,  I  do  not  find  how  it  is  possi* 
ble  that  you  should  apprehend  that  Spain  is  occupying  her- 
self with  further  armaments,  with  which  she  may  act  in  a 
sense  contrary  to  her  pacific  system. 

The  official  correspondence,  by  which  you  have  endea* 
voured  to  maintain  a  good  understanding,  whilst  it  claims  my 
acknowled^ents,  forms  the  glory  and  constitutes  the  essence 
of  your  mission ;  but  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  your  note 
abounds  in  phrases  of  a  contradictory  signification ;  some  as- 
sure the  continuation  of  a  good  understanding  between  the 
two  powers,  and  others  breed  apprehensions  that  it  may  be 
disturbed ;  and  this  collision  of  security  and  mistrust,  is  a  great 
impediment  to  the  advantages  which  the  King  proposed  ta 
himself  from  his  neutrality. 

In  order  that  they  may  be  no  longer  thus.etxibafrassed,  I 
hope.  Sir,  that,  making  a  due  estimate  of  the  frankness  and 
precise  and  positive  terms  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
declare  to  you  the  invatiable  system  of  the  Spanish  cabinet, 
you  will  in  return  declare  to  me  in  like  terms^  whether  Great 
Britain  is,  as  I  hope,  determined  to  continue  in  a  good  undev^ 
standing  with  Spain  during  the  present  war  with  France. 

(Signed)        PEDRO  CEVALLO$, 

J.  H.  Frcrc,  Esquire, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(Fifth  enclosure  in  No.  lo.)     * 

Sir, 

CONSIDERATIONS,  on  which  it  is  at  present  unneccs* 
$ary  to  dwell,  have  induced  me  to  defer  the  execution  of  inr 
instructions,  as  to  the  answer  which  I  am  tp  give  to  your 
Excellency's  note  of  the  27th  ult.  The  friendly  form  and  the 
flattering  personal  expressions  of  this  note,  render  it  an  in^ 
finitely  painful  duty  to  mc  to  discharge,  in  representing  to 
you  the  extreme  difference  which  exists  between  the  condi* 
tions  proposed  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  those 
to  which  your  Excellency  has  thought  it  right  to  agree,  I 
regret  it  the  more,  from  the  knowledge  that  these  propos;- 
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tiofts  form  the  ultimakum  of  my  Goicrmaicnt,  and  that  dMf 
tcscdiitions  which  it  has  taken  in  this  respect  are  not  m^BcqiCf- 
fate  of  any  alteration.  In  fine,  sir,  I  should  absolute^  deJjpair. 
of  seeing  things  remain  longer  in  their  present  sittntion^  if 
the  confidence  with  which  the  principles  of  his  Majesty  and 
tlie  discernment  of  your  Excellency  inspire  me,  did  not  hold 
oot  to  me  the  prospect,  that  an  arrangement  might  possiUy 
be  mad^  in  conformity  with  the  demands  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  with  tliat  justice  upon  which  they  are  fowidedr 
*  The  naval  armaments  of  Spain,  in  the  actual  situation  of 
arSairs,  caniiot  £ail  to  excite  apprehensions  on  the  part  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty.  The  question  of  Louisiana  being  now 
terminated,  these  armaments  can  only  have  England  or  France 
for  their  objea*  Whilst  the  discussioBs  with  the  American 
States  still  existed,  it  might  be  supposed  that  these  prepare 
rions  were  for  an  unavowed  destination.  Shonld  they  stjil 
continue,  it  would  be  no  longer  possible  to  attribute  them  to 
any  other  mothre  than  that  which  your  Excellency  annouBcess 
namelys  a  jealousy  of  the  intentions  of  England,  and  a  deter<- 
mination  to  maintain  by  force  a  state  of  things  qualified  by 
the  name  of  neutrality,  but  to  which  the  necessary  conditions 
of  uentrality  arc  totally  wanting.  I'his  pretension  is  not  less 
ii^rioas  to  the  interests  vof  England  than  offensive  to  its  hi>- 
nour*  There  is  another  consideration  still  more  impprtant^ 
His  Majesty,  at  the  same  tiaie  that  he  does  justice  to  tbedis* 
positions  ot  bis  Qathc^c  Majesty,  and  to  tbe  intention;?  of  his 
ministers,  cannot  be  blind  to  the  influence  whi^h  his  enemies 
have  obtained  in  this  country,  and  the  species  of  authority 
which  they  exercise  in  it.  This  consideration  has  been  tfa^ 
motive  ^of  great  forbearance  oh  his  Britannic  Majesty's  part^ 
ro  which  he  would  certainly  not  have  condescended,  had  he. 
invagined  that  the  disposipons  of  th^  Court  of  Spain  were  in 
unison  with  its  measures.  But  this  same  Gonsidcration  must 
yicccssarily  inspire  his  Mrycsty's  ministers  and  counsellors  with 
a  jnst  distrust  of  the  future  conduct  of  Spajn.  Your  Excel- 
lency's assurances  would  certainly  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  cJf 
the  intentions  and  wishes  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  j  bm  unfbr- 
ttmately  these  cannot  answer  for  the  will  of  France,*  nor  for 
the  exercise  of  an  Inlluence  which  may  be  paramount  to  the 
former  decisions  of  that  Court.  It  would  therefore  be  proper, 
nay,  an  indispensable  ^uty,  on  th^  part  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment, to  watch  the  armaments  and  the  movements  of 
the  squadron?  already  equipped  in  the  ports  of  this  kingtfbm, 
by  employing  squadrons  yf  equal  force  :  I  say,  ths^t  the  mi* 
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-mvktr  who  should  neglect  sucfi  precauttons,  would  render 
liimself  responsible  to  hid  country  in  the  highest  degree^ 
Therefore,  I  intreal  your  Excellency  to  consider  what  woukt 
ACtiesBarily  be  the  relaitive  sjludtion  of  the  two  countries^ 
Spain  would  furnish  to  France  those  pecuniary  succours  which 
^  indispensable  to  her  oarrytng  on  an  active  war  against 
England.  She  would  morebver  oblige  England  to  support  a 
most  burthensome  defensive  establishment^  in  order  to  watch 
the  squadrons  which  she  might  have  equipped  in  her  ports. 
I  demand  of  you>  Sir,  if  such  a  state  of  thirigs  is  politically 
or  morally  admissible,  and  upon  what  pretence  can  be  £>und(^ 
ed  tlie  deir^  that  it  should  be  tolerated  by  any  Govemment  i 
Would  not  this  consequence  necessarily  result  from  it,  thai 
the.  forces  which  should  be  employed  to  watch  the  ports  6( 
Spain,  woald  at  the  same  time  receive  a  commission  to  act  i 
If  this  consequence  be  inevitable,  the  British  Government 
holds  its  conduct  to  be  more  just,  more  frank,  nay,  more 
amicable,  in.representing,  in  the  first  itistance  as  immedifl^e» 
a  consequence,  which,  although  cettain,  might  perhaps  ap^ 
pear  less  striking  in  a  more  distant  prospect.  It  is  for  thia 
reafon.  Sir,  that  I  an^  ordered  to  declare  to  you,  that  the 
system  of  forbearance  on  the  part  of  England'sUlsolutely  d^-^ 
pends  on  the  cessation  of  every  naval  armament  within  the 
ports  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  I  am  expressly  forbidden  to 
prolong  my  residence  here,  if  unfortunately  this  condition 
should  be  rejected. 

There  is  likewise  another  condition  equally  essential  and 
indispensable.  The  principk  upon  which  Great  >Britian  haf 
justly  manifested  the  utmost  jealousy,  is  the  maintenance  of 
the  ancient  maritime  taw,  estabibhed  for  centuries,  and  uni« 
versally  acknowledged  by  all  Clu-istian  States,  until  these  lat-» 
ter  days.  The  French  Republic,  finding  herself  cramped  by 
the  superiority  of  her  adversary,  has  endeavoured  to>  remedy 
that  inconvenience,  by  destroying  the  ancient  code,  ther  prin- 
ciples of  which,  since?  thcj^  authorised  the  advantages  result*^ 
ing  from  a  superiority  of  f<»-ce,  would  necessarily  appear  ini- 
mical to  her.  She  has,  in  consequence,  endeavoured- to  esta- 
blish two  principles  ;  the  first  of  which,  by  covering  the  ef- 
fects of  a  belligerent  power  under  the  safe-guard  of  a  neutf  at 
bottom,  woukl  secure  to  the  weaker  power  an  efficacious  pro- 
tection. This  principle  was  capable  of  a  certain  colouring  of 
humanity  and  public  good ;  since  it  had  an  immediate  ten- 
dency to  withdraw  the  property  of  individuals  from  the  calan 
mities  of  war,  and  to  coiliine  the  effects  of  this  scourge  within 
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ft  ntrrower  compass.  But  respect  for  ancient '  usages  and  a 
'  more  enlightened  justice  have  prevailed,  and  this  innovatisig 
principle  has  been  generally  rejected.  France  had  also  need 
of  a  principle  of  o£Fe»^ive  war,  equally  favourable  to  tlie 
weaker  power.  She  trusted  she  had  found  it)  in  the  right 
which  she  arrogated  to  herself  of  condemning  and  of  selling 
her  prizes  in  neutral  ports  ;  but  as  this  principle  is  very  br 
from  having  the  same  advantages  as  the  preceding  one,  since 
it  extends  without  bounds  the  ravages  of  war  and  the  losses 
of  individuals,  it  was  rejected  and  disclaimed,  moi?e  fvromptly 
and  in  a  more  formal  manner.  One  of  the  most  respectable 
powers  has  felt  that  she  was  obliged,  in  justice  and  in  ho- 
nour, to  give  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  which  had  been  oc« 
casioned  by  the  inconsiderate  admission  of  this  principle. 
This  power  is  now  herself  prosecuting  claims  at  this  Court, 
with  the  just  confidence  of  being  able  to  obtain  a.  compensa- 
tion, similar  to  that  she  thought  it  incumbent  on  her  to 
grant.  But  Spain  is  the  power  of  all  others  the  most  inte- 
re$ted  in  the  preservation  of  ancient  principles.  What,  in- 
deed, would  be  her  siti^ation  with  regard  to  .those  powers, 
whilst  she  possesses  no  means  whatever  of  attacking^  if,  in  the 
event  of  war,  the  ports  of  Jamaica,  of  Trinidad,  and  of 
Gibraltar,  were  open  to  their  privateers?  Moreover,  this 
usage  necessarily  produces  an  infinity  of  abuses.  Privateers 
are  frequently  the  property  of, neutral  subjects,  and  manned 
with  a  neutral  crew.  Examples  of  this  atrocious  proceeding 
have  been  proved  in  several  instances  of  captures  ot  American 
vessels,  and  even  recently  privateers  have  been  fitted  out  at 
TeneriSe  and  at  Tarifa,  which  could  not  have  been  on  ac- 
count of  French  individuals,  who  were  the  ostensible  pro- 
prietors. It  is  evident,  that  Spain,  owing  to  her  distant  and 
extaisive  possessions,  would  be  of  all  powers  the  most  li^Ue 
to  become  responsible  for  the  abuses  of  her  neutrality,  in  case 
this  new  principle  wjis  established.  She  would  likewise  be 
subjected,  in  the  event  of  war,  to  be  attacked  by  powers 
whose  activity,  happily  for  her,  is  restricted  by  ancient  prin- 
ciples i  nevertheless,  she  is  the  only  one  who  thinks  she  has 
the  right  and  the  power  to  infringe  them.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  your  Excellency  can  flatter  yourself,  that  Great  Britain, 
having  so  tenaciously  persisted  in  opposing  the  establishment 
of  the  first  of  the$e  principles,  can  be  disposed  to  admit  the 
establishment  of  the  second,  infinitely  more  pernricious,  more 
unreasonable,  and  which  has  already  been  rejected  by  every 
Qther  power.  * 
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Mj  orders  on  this  head  ire.  equally  positive  with  thos6  cm 
the  subj^Bct  of  the  armaments.  I  communicate  them  to  your  * 
Excellency  with  that  confidence  which  your  wisdom  and 
penetration  inspire ;  but  I  must  also  explicitly  declare,  that  I 
am  ndi  authorised  to  admit  any  modification;  and  that,  if  I 
am  unable  to  obtain  ifrom  your  Excellency  the  admission  of 
these  two  conditions,  namely,  the  cessation  of  all  armament^ 
and  orders  to  stop  the  sale  of  jx^izes  brought  into  the  ports 
of  this  kingdom,  1  am  to  consider  all  negotiation  as  at  aa 
end,  and  tq  think  only  of  returning  to  my  superiors,  to  ren* 
der  an  account  of  my  mission^ 

(Signed)  J.H«FRSR£. 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Cevallos;^  * 

Sec.  &c.  &c. 

No,   11. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  firom  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
]  Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  i8th  April,  1804. 

I  Have  the  honour  of  enclosing  the  translation  of  a  note 
from  Mr.  Cevallos,  in  which  he  mforms  me  that  his  Ca^ 
thoUc  Majesty  consents  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  British  prizef 
hi  the  ports  of  his  dominions.  Your  Lordship  will  observe; 
that  Mr.  Cevallos  states  it  as  having  been  demanded  as  a  con^ 
dition,  under  which  the  British  Government  would  consent 
to  recognize  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  as  being  consistent  with 
xheJperformance  of  the  engagements  of  their  present  treaty 
with  France.  As  there  is  nothing  in  any  note  of  mine 
which  could  be  brought  forward  as  a  foundation  for  such  a 
conclusion,  and  on  the  contrary  it  is  particularly  and  ex* 
pressly  guarded  against,  I  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  X» 
cnt^  any  protest  in  answer  to  Mr.  Cevallos'  insinuation. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawkesbury^ 
&c.  dec.  &c. 

(Inclosurc  referred  to  in  No.  m.) 

Note  firom  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire^ 
dated  Aranjuez,  aad  March,  1804. 

Sir, 
TO  answer  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  transmit  to 
me  on  the  i8th  February  last,  upon  various  points  relative  to 
the  neutrality  of  Spain  in  the  actual  occurrencct  o£  Baropt 
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between  England  and  France,  I  have  taken  the  time  wKich 
the  fveight  and  importance  of  a  subject  requires,  which  is  so 
faitcrcsting  to  the  common  happiness  of  the  subjects  of  both 
iovereigns. ' 

In  the  note  above  mentioned,  after  proposing  the  points  or 
bases  upon  which  your  conrt  found  the  recognizance  of  oor 
neutrabtj,  and  discusang  wisdy  the  consequences  and  advam- 
tages  of  each  of  them,  you  coiidode  with  proposing  definitive- 
tjS  bf  order  of  your  Government,  as  the-  basis  of  this  recog- 
nizance, the  cessation  of  aU  armaments,  and  of  the  sak  of 
prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  this  kij:\gdom)  of  whidi  de* 
fiaitlve  proposal  you  addv  that  you  have  no  authority  to  ad- 
jpit  of  any  modification* 

As  for  the  first  point,  or  cessation  of  all  armaments,  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  signified  to  you  on  several  oc- 
casions, especially  in  my  note  of  the  28th  of  January  last ;  and 
the  conduct  of  this  Cabinet  in  the  present  occurrences  ought 
tp  dissipate  even  the  most  remote  shadow  of  suspicion  of  a 
hostile  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  King  my  master;  and  I 
am  consequently  persuaded  upon  this  point,  that  the  wi^es 
and  demands  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  are  poHfectly  satisfied. 
'  With  regard  to  the  cessation  of  the  sale  of  prizes  brought 
into  the  ports  of  Spain,  although  it  was  a  demand  susceptible 
of  much  difficulty,  the  pacific  desires  of  his  Majesty  have 
been  able  to  surmount  them  ;  and  yon  mav  assure  yom*  Court, 
tliat,  according  to  its  demand,  the  sale  of  the  prizes  of  any 
of  the  belligerent  powers  brought  into  the  ports  of  these  king- 
doms will  not  be  permitted,  his  Majesty  having  given  the  or- 
der, and  It  will  be  rigorously  observed. 

His  Majesty  hopes  that  as  this  prohibition  is  prejudicial  to 
his  interests  and  those  of  his  subjects,  the  King  of  England 
wiH  regard  his  compliance  as  the  most  efficacious  proof  of  his 
desire  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  intelligence- with  his  J8ri- 
tannic  Majesty,  and  that  an  addhional  obli^tion  is  laid  upon 
England,  to  observe  towards  Spain  all  the  consideration  which 
is  due  to  the  rectitude,  good  faith,  generosity,  and  pacific 
views  of  the  King  my  master, 

(Signed)        PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 

To  J.  H.  Fr^re,  Esquire,  &c.  &c.  &c» 


•'>^ 
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No.  12. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  (torn  Lord  Havrewby  to  J.  H  Freres  'SsqJ 
dated  Downing^Street,  2ftd  M»y,  1804. 

Sir,       '        '  . 

rr^being  extremely  desirable  'm  tfke  present  state. of  the 
political  reliMtioas  JPietwecQ  thii  countrj  and  Spain,  that  isiis 
JM^esty's  Goverhoitnt  should  obtain  the  most  aoditatc  inloD- 
jnation  with  respect  tj^  the  actual  cbaditioii  of  tke  ppvts  and 
.  arsenals  of  Spain,  1  Isave  to  signify  to  yon  the  King's  pleasure 
that  70^  transmit  to^  me  a  dctaUed  statement,  in  jsikr  as  it  fas 
be  procured^  not  -only  of  any  warlike  pveparationa  wfadch  rasf 
be  carrying  on  in  any  of  those  potts,  a^  of  the  ships  cfinar 
both  in  con)mission  and  in  ordinary*  but  abo  of  the  state  «f 
the  royal  arsenals,  ^d  of  the  extent  of  the  means.  czistiBg  mi 
thein  to  increaae  their  present  namd  estM>l,ibhiiiexit.  You  ^M 
likewise  instruct  the  Consub  to  endaaviour  n>  discxurei?  any 
measures  which  noay  have  been  adopted  by  the  Spanish  60^ 
vernment  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  supj^s  of  naTid  stores^ 
the  amount  of  such  snppties,  the  countries  from  wbioh  dfeey 
are  to  be  shipped,  and  the;  manner  in  vfaich  they  areto  te 
conveyed  to  the  ports  of  Spain.  With  a  refisrence  >to  ihm 
subject,  it  is  aUo  important,  that  his  Ms^esty's  Government 
should  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  the  specie  impontedl 
into  the  ports  of  Spain  in  the  conrsie  of  the  lait  year,  and  with 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of  the  shcpmenis  of  (the 
present  year,  as  well  as  with  information  of  the  periods  ar 
which  they  may  bo  expected  to  arrive  ia-  Europe. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  HARROWBY. 

To  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire, 
^c.  &c.  &c. 

No.   13. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Harrowby, ,  dated  Madrid,  5th  July,  i|8o4» 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
dispatch.  No*'  i,  of  the  izd  May$  and  though  ther^  has  not 
ftt  been  time  to  satisfy  the  enquiries  which  ypur  Lovdship 
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directs  me  to,  make)  yet  your  Lordship  will  see  from  the  te- 
nour  of  my  other  letters  of  this  date,  that  there  can  be  no 
reason  to  apprehend  that  this  Court  are  disposed  to  renounce 
thei^  present  system  of  nominal  neutrality;  and  I  should  ^^ 
prchend  that  the  French  Government  are  as  little  disposed, 
for  the  sake  of  a  momentary  assistance,  to  exchange  an  useful 
tributary  for  a  burdensome  ally.  The  accounts  whith  I  re- 
cdve  from  the  ports  do.  not  indicate  any  preparation  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  and  Mr.  Cevallos*s  language  is  in 
the  same  tone  as  before^  speaking  of  the  neutr^ty  of  this 
country  as  a  thing  settled  and  admitted,  and  seeming  to  wish 
to  lead  me  on  to  similar  language.  Thus  when  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  question  him  respecting  the  situation  of  the  ports,, 
saying  that  though  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  prepa- 
rations, were  going  on,  yet  that  I  had  learnt  that  some  reports 
to  that  effect  were  in  circulation,  and  that  I  wished  to  be  able 
10  explain  to  my  Grovemment  the  ground  and  origin' of  such 
reports;  he  replied,  that  they  were  wholly  without  founda- 
tion; that  the  Britidi  Government  had  insisted  upon  the  non- 
armament  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  neutrality;  that  he  had 
informed  me  in  an  official  note  that  Spain  consented  to  desist 
from  any  further  armament;  that  she  had  done  so ;  and  that 
every  thing  remained  at  this  moment  upon  the  same  footing. 
.1  then  questioned  himijpon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Lebrun^s  mis- 
sion, respecting  which  "he  did  not  seem  disposed  to  give  me 
any  explanation. 

The  object  of  this  mission  still  remains  unknown,  though, 
from  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Iicbrun's  having  visited  the 
fxnt  of  Ferrol  in  his  way,  and  being  himself  a  naval  officer, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  connected  with-  some 
maritime  project. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.H.FRERE- 

No.  14. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  B.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord  Harrowby, 
dated  Madrid,  29th  August,  1804. 

My  Lord,  > 

HAVING  tieen  informed  by  Admiral  Cochrane  of  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  through  Spain  to  the  French  fleet  at 
Ferroi,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Cevallos  the  note  of  which  the  in* 
dosed  is  a  copy;  and  after  some  dyas  having  received  no  aii- 
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swcFj  and  having  learnt  positively  from  other  quarters,  the 
passafire  of  such  reinforcements  through  the  Spanish  territory^ 
I  made  a  second  application  ,to  Mr.  Cevallos  upon  the  subject* 
He  has  as  yet  returned  me  no  answer,  and  I  think  it  right  not 
to  wait  any  longer  for  his  explanation,  before  I  acquaint  your 
Lordship  with  the  circumstance  $  more  especially  since  there 
being  no  doubt  of  the  fact  complained  of,  no  very  satisfaaory 
explanation  can  be  expected. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

(Signed)  \       B.  FRERE. 

The  right  honourable  Lord  Harrowby, 
&c.s3cc.  &c. 

(First  enclosure  in  No.  14.) 
Sir, 

THE  captain  general  of  Galicia  will  not  have  failed  to 
communicate  to  your  Excellency  the  representations  which 
have  been  made  to  h  m  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  his'Bri-^ 
tannic  Majesty's  fleet  stationed  off  Ferrol)  with  regard  to  the 
reinforcements  ofsoldiers  and  sailors  who  traverse  Spain,  in 
order  to.  reach  the  French  squadron  now  in  that  port.  Ad- 
miral Cochrane  on  his  side,  has  transmitted  to  me  his  corres- 
pondence j  and  although  I  should  have  desired  to  be  enabled 
to  ver  fy  with  more  precision  what  foundation  there  might  .bo 
for  these  complaints^  before  I  laid  them  officially  before  your 
Excellency,  I  have  thought  it  more  conibrmable  to  the  dispo* 
sitions  of  my  Government,  to  endeavour  to  prevent,  by  re- 
monstrances, which  may  be  premature,  an  act  so  decidedly . 
hostile  to  England,  than  to  risk  being  under  that  still  more 
painful  necessity  which  the  certainty  of  its  having  been  per- 
formed would  impose,  upon  me*  I  will  also  confess  to  your 
Excdlc^ncy,  that  the  private  information  I  possess  on  the  pas- 
sage ()f  French  soldiers  from  Malaga  to  Ferrol,  has  seemed  to 
me  to  confirm  the  other  accounts  which  have  been  given  to 
Admiral  Cochrane.  And  it  is  possible  that,  as  this  Govern- 
ment did  not  oppose  this  indirect  violation  of  its  territory, 
France  may  have  been  encouraged  to  try  a  still  more  open 
and  flagrant  one,  by  obtaining  a  passage  tbrovv^h  Spain  for 
troops  going  from  France  itself,  in  order  to  reinforce  its 
squadron  at  Ferrol. 

As  the  commander  in  chief,  in  communicating  to  me  his 
corresjjondence  with  the  captain  general  of  Galicia,  infonnf 
me,  that  he  at  the  same  time  transmitted  it  to  his  Govern- 
ment, I  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  soon  enable  me  to 
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<initt  the  uneasiness  which  tiiey  must  feel  JFrom  the  projecit  in 
question,  by  givinji^  me  the  assurance  -that  efficacious  mea- 
sures have  been  taken  to  prevent  its  being  carried  iato  cxe* 
cutiob.  - 

(Sligned)  B.  FRERC- 

To  his  ExccUc'ncjr  Don  Pedro  Cevallos, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(Second  enclosure  in  No*  14.) 
Sir, 
I  FLaTFER  mysclfi  that  your  Excellency  will  not  blame 
my  impatience  to  receive  some  jstisfactory  anslivcr  on  ihe  sub- 
ject of  my  note  of  the  20th  of  this  month.     I  have  since  that 
'  day  received  authentic,  accounts  of  the  pfassagc  of  several  small 
detachments  of  Frenchmen  going  to  Ferrol;  -und  I  believe  that 
tl\is'czrcumstanee  is  not  at  this  moment  unkuo.wn  to  his  Ca- 
tholic Majesty *s  Government;  but  in  any  case,  should  they 
think  proper  to  make  enquiries  into  the  fact,  it  would  atturd 
some  satisfaction  to  me,  to  receive,  in  the  mean  while,  your 
Excellency's  assurance*  that  measures  wer(!  already  taken  to 
put  a  stop  to  this  abuse,  of  the  contintran<fe  of  which,  the 
Spanish  Government  must  henceforward  charge  hself  widi 
the  consequences. 

(Signed)  B'.  FRERE. 

"1*0  his  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Cevallos, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  15. 

Copy  of  aDispatch  from  Lord  Harrowby  toB.  Frere  Esq.  dated 
Downing  Street,  apth  September,  1804. 

Sir,-  ^ 

INFORMATION  has  been  received  from  Rear  Admiral 
Cochrane,  th&t  orders  have  been  given  by  the  court  of  MadriUj 
for  arming  without  loss  of  time  at  Ferrol  fovr  ships  of  the 
Une«  two  frigates,  and  other  smaller  vessels ;  that  similar  or- 
d6ts  have  been  given  at  Carthagena  and  Cadiz  )  and  particu- 
larly that  rhree  first  nte  ships  of  the  line  are  directed  to  saji) 
from  the  last  mentioned  port:  and  as  an  additional  proof  oif 
hostile  intentions,  that  orxiers  have  been  given  to  the  packets 
to  arm  as  in  time  of  war. 

In  conseqirance  of  this  information,  I  am  commanded  to 
•igmfy  to"  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  ?Jiatt  as  soon  as  yon 
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CcvaJlos.  /  ,. ,     .  '  .  ■    i 

You  will  express  to  hiin. the .  surprise  and  concern  with, 
which  the  intelligence  of  these  unexpected  and  ui^usfiBable^ 
xxleasures  has  been  received  in  this  country.  .     ,. 

You  will  recall  to  the  recollection  of  that  minister,  the! 
grounds  upon  which  his  Majesty  has  hitherto  forborne  from^ 
considering  Spain  is  an  enemy.    That  nothing  could  have' 
induced  him  to  continue  this  forbearance,  but  a  sincere  desire  ^ 
tb  avoid  extending  the  calamities  of  tirar,  and  a  willingness  to, 
confide  in  the  assurances  of  the  Spanish  Government,  that' 
the  payments  made  to  France  were  only  intended  to  gaiA^ 
time,  until  circumstances  should  enable  them  to  adqpt  measuresl 
more  cohsk'teilt  with  their  iAtefests  and  their  wishes.  '  That'I 
his  Majesty  had  repeatedly  required  a  communication  of  the. 
chga^etnents  entered  intoi^lth  France  j  but  had  Only  .received  . 
in  answer  to  kuch  denlaAds  an  indefinite  assurance,  thai  whatr , 
ever  might  be  the  amount  of  the  payments  to  be  i^iadc  by* 
Spai^i  to  France,  they  had  been  calculated  with  a  reference  to ; 
tnc  expence'  of  the  military  and  naval  succours  stipulated  by . 
trea^.    That  no.  ineans  had  been  afforded  to  his  Majesty  of  ^ 
judging  whether  the  payments  were  in  fact  only  an  equivalent; 
£br  the:  succours,  or  whether  they  Wfai'  exceeded  that  amount  • 
asfoibakeit  impos^ble  to  consider  Spain  otherwise  than  as  a^- 
jnrin6pal.m,the  war,  \    .  \ 

'  "riiat  his  Majesty  therefore?  had  been  tinder  the  necessity  of 
etpressly  Teservinj^  to  himself  ^e  fall  right  o^  regulating  hi^  ^ 
conduct  towards  £^n,  according  to  the  kjppearance  of  existixjg '  ' 
circumitances )  hut  that  the  abstaining  from  all  navalprepa^w^ 
rations  i6h  the  par^  of  that  power  had  been  distinctly  declared  ^ 
to  he '  <m&  olF  the  indisj^ensable  condit ioils^  annexed  oy  his  Ma* 
jcirft6'thet<)AtSnuancc  of  hii  forbearance.     ^   .       ,       \     \ 

'  Yoowill^tt^te  to  M.  tic  Cevallos,  that,  after  such  declara-  * 
tibns  had  been  made,  it  would  be  difficult  to  suppose  that  any 
explanation  could  be  given  of  the  present  naval  preparations,  - 
imdi  -Wiould  render  such  a  proceeding  consistent  with  the  ^ 
neiitr^itv  which  is  professed ;  hut  it  is  manifestly  impossible/ 
to  consider  it,  unaccompanied  as  it  has  been  by  any  pfevious* 
explanation,  whatever,  in  any  other*  light,  than  as  a  menace, 
direftly  hostile,  and  imposing  upon  his  Majesty,  the  duty:  o£  . 
taking,  without  delay,  every  m^sure  of  preotution ;  and  par-^ 
ticularly  of  giving  orders  to  his  admiraL  off  the  port  of  Ferrol, 
to  prevent  any  of  the  Spanish  ships  ofwar  from  sailing  from 
that  port|  or  any  additional  ships  ofwar  from  entering  it. 

G 
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TVj^hofc  ttmduct  of  h^  Majc5^t;9JWds  Spain  hs9?b(n>. 
dantly  proirdi  his  earnest  desire  to  carry  that  forbearance  xo. 
the.  utmost  limit  which  a  due  reg^ird  to  the  safcty^a^  interests 
^Fhii  people  would  admit:  by t'l^caimot  depart  fiOia  tbcL 
declarations  he  has  abready  m^e ;  ^  npr  allow  Sp;un  tp  enjoy: 
^theadyantagei  of  neutrality^  afid^  •  at  the  s;ipe  time,  to 
carry  on  against'  him  a  double  was,  by  assisting  fii$  enemies, 
,inth  paumary  succours,  to  which  np.lipit,  b  2u^ig^ed  i  2nd,b7 
obliging  him^  at  tht;  same  time,  to  divert  a  p^.  of  his  naysd 
force  frbm' acting  against  those  encmiesji  in  order  to  WfXfbt. 
the  armaments  carri^  on  ia  port«  prpfessing  to  be  neutral. 

You  arc,  therefore,  direct^^  ^o,  require.  m)i;^;i  the  Spanisb 
Government  the,  immediate  re^;^  of.  aK  orders. ,  for^  thp  .naval 
•arniament  at  Ferrol,  Cadiz*  and  Cartbagen^,  as.'well  as.  fb£. 
sending  reinforcements  feom  spp^e^of  those  ports  .to  others  i« 
and  you' wijl  apprize  M.  de  Ccvallos^that,  unless  ypu.  receive  », 
fiitis&ctorY  answer  without  delay,  ypu  are  ordered  to  qui< 
Madrid,    ifj'positive  and  unequivi^c^t  ;is^urance$  are  given,  not . 
4>nly  that  the  present  naval  equipn^^nts,  4:iaU  be  d^somtinued^  ^ 
Hui  that  the  naval  armaments,  m  tlK  ports.o^  Sj^ain .  shall  b^  ] 
fjaced  upon  the  s^me  footing  on- w)iic^^they^;Rre]XL  previouslj^ , 
to  the  comnriencement'oFbostilities.  bet wtjenjGfq^t Britain  and 

Sance,  you  will  engage  'to  transmit  suck  a^su^W^^  ^  ^ 
njesty,  amd  you  will  take  ujibn  yourself  to  ai^er  Jigir  ,its  . 
liing'the  intchfioh  of  his 'Majesty,  in  cas<  dicrcappqars  sqfr 
ficient  reason  t^  bdicve,,th^  they^will  be.*strirt|y/.TOnllc4 1<>' 
tend  a  minister  |o  Madrid,  for  .(Ivs^jpurj^^  ^^ 

amicable  discussion  p^  all  other  pp  *  \ 

/  it  must^iipY^o^j  l>c  distinctly'  .unj3^rst6oot|  tfiat  np  sudt-^ 
^iscussjon'.cjh^  be  entered^  iutp  .ui])^^.^the  Court  of  op^in  i» 
pfepared.tq  give  sucn  an  expI^^V?'?  f^^^^i^E^ 
Irance,'  and  of  dxc'systeiii  which Jt^fjjC^  'J^T- 

enable  his  Mfycs^io  asceruTn  the  na^or^  .of^^e  relation* 
w}i!ch  are\tq  sufysipi  between ihimsd^  ^  hi^,X!9t{^o^Xa<r 

jcsty.  u\    '  '        '      \  t      ^ 

If  the  answer  givcp  by  M.  oc  C^^os,dv»I4j  bq  Jb^tive> 
or  equivocalj  yoif  wiB  demaa'dl  your  ^passports»  sm^  IeaTe% 


Madrid. 

To  B.  Frcrp^  Es^. 


I  am,  &c 
(Signed).      'HARROWBTU 
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No.  10. 

Bxtiact  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir.  Cbniml  General  Httnter  to 
LonJ  Harrowbf,  dated  Madrid,  5tli  of  October,  1804. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  the  two  following 
^ffidal  letters  which  have  passed  on  tlie*su6j^  of  the  naval 
temaments  at-Ferrol,  viz. 

From  Mr.  B.  Frere  to  Don  Pedro  Ccvallos,  dated  i7tJi 
'September. 

Answer  by  bis  E;tpenency  to  Mr.  Frere,  dated  3d  in^anti, 

{First  Enclosure  in  No.  'r€,) 

27th  September,  i8o4» 
Sir, 

AN  indisposition,  which  stilt  confines  me  to  my  bed,  has 
prevented  me  from  addressing  your  Excellency  sooner,  on  the 
object  of  the  naval  armament  which  is  carrying  on  at  FerroL 
The.  total  cessation  of  all  preparations  in  ti^  ports  havinr 
bew  the  principal  condition  required  by  England,  and  agreed 
CO  by  Spain,  as  the  price  of  the  coi|>tinuance.t>f  thai  $ystem  df 
forbearance  which  England  has  hitherto ^obsen^ed,  the  violas 
tion  of  this  condition,  against  which  I  now  protest,  can  he 
considered  in  no  other  light  than<is  a  hostile  aggression  o^ 
the  part  of  Spain,  and  a  dfefianc^  given  to  England. 

It  is  in  vain  that  i  se^  to  interpret  this;^iiqctpitatfe .  measure 
in  a  manner  more  conformable  to  the  wishes. ofmy  Govern- 
xnent,  and  less  disastrous  to  the  two  nations.  It  becomes  still 
more  menacing,  in  consequence  of  a  squac^n  of  the  enony 
being  in  the  port  where  it  is  carrying  on.  Having  discharged 
my  duty  to^ard^  my  own  Government  iix  protestiiiff  against 
this  measure,  it  still  reitiains  for  me  to  ful^l  tlie  one  I  owe  to 
that  of  his  CathoHc  Majesty  \  namely,  to  apprize  them,  that 
in  no  case  can  England  be  indifferent  to  the  armament  which 
is  {M'eparihg,  nor  consent  to  its  being  carried  on ;  and  I  en- 
treat that  your  Excellency,  previous  to  giving  me  an  answer^ 
will  duly  consider  the  serious  consequences  wiiich  will  result^ 
if  it  be  determined  to  complete  the  misery  which  presses  so, 
heavily  on  this  country,  by  plunging  it  unnecessarily  into  n 
ruinous  war. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to,  &c. 

(Signed)    B.F&ER£ 
Xo  his  £xc^llency  Don  Pedro  Cevallbs^ 
&c  ^c.  ftc* 
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(Second  Enclosure  referred  to  in  No.  i6.) 

^ote  from  Don  P^dro  Cevallbs  to  B.-Frere^Bsqiure,  dated 
•  Escurial,  sdOctober,  1804. 
Sir,  .  \         . 

I  HAVE  made  a  report  to  the  King  my  master ,*ofVhc  cbiv- 
tents  of  your  note  of  the  27  ultimo^  in  wjiich  you  speak  of  a 
naval  armam^pt  which  jou  suppose  to  be  fitting  out  in  Ferrol. 
"His  Majesty  being  informed  of  your  representations,  orders 
me  to  answer^  that  he  has  never  thought  of  being  wanting  to 
the  agreements  entered  into  with  the  British  Government — 
that  the  cessation  of  all  naval  armament  against  Great  Britain 
shall  be  observed  as  it  has  been  hitherto ;  and  that  whatever 
jnformatibii  to  the  contrary  may  have  i*cached  you,  is  wholly 
unfounded,  and  offensive  to  the  Imputation  wl^ch  the  Spapish 
.Oovemment  justly  enjeys. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you  the  assurances 
^  my  wishes  to  oUige  you,  and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  your 
life  many  years. 

(Signed)    P.  CEVALLOS, 
To  the  Charge  d' Affidres  of  his  Britannic  Majesty^ 
'ftc«&c.  &c.  , 

No.  17.        .      ' 

Copy  of  alMspHteh  from  LordHarrowby  to  F.  Frere,  Esquire, 
dated  Downing  Street,  21st  October,  1804. 
SJr,  . 

THE  Lively,  captain  Hammond,  arrived  at  Portsmouth  on 
Wedtiesday  morning  with  the  Fama,  a  Spanish  frigate,  laden 
with  dollars  from  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  brought  informa- 
tion of  the  action  which  took  place  on  the  fifth  instant  be- 
tween four  of  his  ^f ajesty's  frigates,  and  the  same  number  of 
Spanish  fi-igates,  in  which  three  of  the  latter  were  captured, 
;|)id  one  unfortunately  blew  up. 

Although  from  the  situation  of  the  ships  when  this  action', 
happened,  it  is  probable  that  the  event  is  known  at  the  Conn 
of  Madrid,  I  have  thought  ii  necessary  to  give  you  this  infor- 
xnation  without  loss  of  time,  in  order  that  you  may  be  able 
to  explain  to  the  Spanish  Government  the  principles  upon " 
wl^icU  the  ,prd^s  given  to  his  Majesty's  naval  commanders 
arc  rested^  and  the  effect  which  this  event  is  here  considi^ed 
to  liave  upon  the  relative  situation  of  the!  two  countries. 
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•  1V«  the  sulqect  was  fiiUy  discussed  In  a  conference  wlriA 
took  place  yesterday  between  the  Spanish  minister  and  my- 
self)  1  caxmot  point  ont  to  you  more  <fistinctly  the  language 
which  his  Majesty  thinks  proper  to  be  held  upon  this  oc* 
casion^  than  by  stating  to  you  the  substance  of  this  con- 

.versatioa* 

In  answer  to  the  fir^t  question  of  the  Spanish  muiister,  m 
-what  light  this  event  was  to  be  considered ;  I  informed  him, 
ahat  it  was  ^  act  done  in  consequence  of  express  orders  from  * 
his  Majesty,  to  d^ain  all  ships  laden  with  treasure  for  Spain. 
That  such  orders  had^  been  issued  as  soon  ^s  intelligetioe  was 
received  of  the  equipment  of  nayal  armaments  in  the  ports 
«of  Spain,  and  particularly  at  Ferrol,  without  any  previous 
explanation.  *rhat  the  court  of  Madrid  could  have  no 
reason  to  be  snrprjsed  that  such  a  step  was  taken,  as  it  had 
been  repeatedly  stated  to  the  Spanish  Government,  and  par- 
ticularly in  a  notq  ddivered  by  Mr.  Frcre  on  the  .i8th  of 
February  last,  that  as  long  as  they  continued  in  a  situation 
of  merely  nominal  neutrality,  any  naval  armament  in  their 
fprts  must  be  considered  as  putting  an  immediate  end  to  the 
forbearance  of  Epgland,  and  as  necessarily  producing  con^- 
queoces  that  were  distinctly  pointed  out.  I  added,  that  upoil 
Che  first  intelligence  of  the  armament^  admiral  Cochrane  had 
been  direct^  to  comii^unicate  to  the  governor  of  Ferrol 
the  orders  he  had  received  to  oppose  the  sailing  of  any 
Spanish  ships  of  war  to  or  from  the  port  of  Ferrol ;  4nd  MrJ 
B.  Frere  had  also  been  directed  to  inform  the  court  of  Madrid 
of  the  orders  given  by  his  Majesty,  that  all  necessary  mea- 
sures of  pecaution  should  be  taken,  and  particularly  those 
notified  by  admiral  Cochrane.  The  Spanish  minister  thien 
observed,  that  his  court  was  not  apprized  of  the  orders  given 
to  .detain  the  ships  laden  with  treasure,  which  being  ships  of 
war,  their  resistance  to  any  attempt  to  detain  them  must 
have  been  foreseen.  I  observed  in  reply,  that  this  was  the 
first  and  most  obvious  of  those  measures  of  precaution  which 
had  been  announced.  That  it  had  been  thought  right  to 
announce  precisely  the  intention  of  engaging  the  ships  of 
war  which  might  attempt  to  sail  to  or  from  Ferrol,  because 
it  would  deptrnd  upon  the  Spanish  Government,  after  re- 
ceiving such  an  intimation,  to  give  such  orders  as  to  their 
sailing  as  it  might  think  proper,  and  to  pre\'ent  a  hostile 
meeting  between  the  two  squadrons  5  but  that  to  have  an- 
i^Quoced  niore  particularly  the  intention  of  detaining  the 
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treamt  ships,  must  either  have  been  perfectly  nsclets,  if  Ae 
'SpflOiish  Government  had  no  means  of  giving  them  notice  of 
sock  imcntioD^^  or  aaiist  Jbove  affiMtkd  the  opportunity  of 
rendering  it  completely  abortive..  Thzt  Spain  having  vio- 
kted  one  of  the  conditioas  upon  i^hich  the  focbcaranoe  of  his 
Majesty  depended,  it  became  immediately  necessary  for  Mttt 
to  prevent  the  continuance  of  those  sacdnirs  HKhidi  were. 
^inmished  by  d^ain  to  France.    That  these  succours  we^e  <9f 
two  kinds :  naval  armaments  »nd  treasure*    That  his  M»^ 
jesty  had  hitherto  submitted  with  oncxampled  moderation, 
lo  connive  at  the  payment  of  a  subsidy  by  Spain  to  France^ 
upon  the  grounds  which  havo  been  often  statod ;  but  tbaty 
from  the  moment  Spain  had  manifested  the  intention^  i&stcad 
of  confining  herself  to  pecuniary  assbtance,  to  add  her  naval 
Ibrces  to  those  of  France  and  had  manifested  it  in  the  least 
equivocal  maimer^  by  equipping  a  considerable  squadron  in 
the  port  of  Fjerrol^  nifhere  it  would  be  ready  to  join  a  sqisa- 
igtm  c£  French  ship8>  and  to  outnumber  the  firicisih  fbrceenw 
frfoycd  IB  blockading  them  ^  from  that  moment  his  Jtfajesty 
could  no  longer  delay  carrying  into  execution  every  measure 
of  necessary  precaution }  and  he  had  as  just  a  right  to  detain; 
treasure  destined  to  increase  the  means  o^  his  enemies^  at  tx> 
attack  the  ships  of  Spain  sailing  in  con|iinction  with  those  of 
France.    I  expressed  in  strong  terms  h^  Majesty's  toncem  at 
the  loss  of  so  many  valuable  lives  in  the  conflict^  ahd*parti-« 
cularly  at  the  unfortunate  accident,  which  destroyed  one  of 
the  Spanish  frigatesi  (the  Mercedes)  with  snarly  the  whde  of 
lier  crew.     I  did  not  controvert  his  observation!  that  it  war 
vnpossible  fer  those  frigates,  not  to  resist,  when  they  were 
met  by  so  equal  a  force  i  and  I  thought  it  right  to  avow 
without  hesitation,  that,  although  it  was  hoped  the  treasure 
aoight  have  becxi  brought  in  single  ships,  of  a  force  so  infe«  ". 
Ttor  to  his^Majesty^s  squadron  as  to  justify  the  expectation  that 
they  might  be  detained  without  violence,  yet  that  his  Ma-  . 
jesty 's  Government  were  aware  that  this  expectation  might 
be  disappointed,  and  as  the  act  itself  was  thought  necessary,  * 
had  determined  to  incur  the  hazard  of  what  might  foUow 
firom  reststame. 

To  the  question  put  by  the  Spanish  muuster,  in  what  state 
ihe  Spanish  frigates  and  their  jcrews  were  to  be  considered  \  I 
OtpVed,  in  the  same  state  «s  ships  and  crews  detained  uader 
shmiar  circnmstv^ces  upon  former  occasions.    That  the  offi« . 
ctfz,  and  men  would  be  treated  with  every  possible  attention^  * 
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jpbA  Af  treasQpc  «Md  he  mospfntcd  to  a  placet^  aeonirf  » t» 
^vaic  $tich  orders  as  the  iMi^  oftbft  preseat  discussioas  widft 
time  GiifTt  of*  Madrid  may  appear  to  his  Mljesty  to  require. 

After  th^s9  points  h^d  been  <!U9cussed,  tbe  Spanish  minister 
•desired  to  kpow^  whether  this  event  was  ta  be  considered  aa 
putting  an  end  to  aU  faiths  cat^UnatioH^  and  placii^  the  tW9 
cOimtries  ia  a  .stat4  of  war- 
To.  this  I  rqdiedi  tbi^t  it  waicertiltdy  hj  no  means  so  coii« 
aidcred  on  oar  part*    That  it  was  sttU  the  earnest. widi  of  faia 
M^Oestyt  that,  suc^  enlanation%  amrances^  and  secnritsea 
vii^  be  gi^^cn  bftheCourl  oCMadrid  respecting tfaeir  nsAral  * 
ai^maments^  present  .and  iutnre^  andr  respecting  al  other  aid»« 
jcf:^  pC.di^u^sian.  between  thetvw  GorefninentSy  asun^siot; 
only  iBai|itfiiA.m  amicabk  inteccourse.bctween  them,  but  esin» 
Uisjk.it  infot}|rf».«pgn  anKire.disdoct  and  peraanent  £xitiag^ 
AniCXfim^thnoi  the  naval  atsnaments  akxae,  would  not  thai 
{replied  M^  d'Andnaga)  now  satisfy  the  Englash  Government?  . 
To  this.  I  en^jBremii  that  such  an  explanation  alone  would 
HOt^novfr^tlsf]?' u^it  nor  would  it  have  'been  satisfactory  at  any 
former  perie4«/  The  Conrt  of  Nfadrid  had  repeatedly  been 
is^piedA  tliatihii  MBJisiy  qwM  not  be  satisfied  without  Eyeing  " 
nja^  €i(HIX]p)i(9Miy.acj}iiaw  relation  in  which  Spain 

ati^srwilh^respect  tOrFrance^ in  order,  to  be  enahkd  to  judge 
np%i^;a^t!^HM^bf^'thecirciin)aftance5,  in  what  relation  he* 
aq|oM  consa(it^ti>«considet:>S^0in'as  standing  with  ^respect  to 

l9ir4pt7(Q^etenli4)servatiom'which.feU  from  the  clievaw 
fiei!«d'An(Wga»  thai,  assurances  had  been  g^vcn,  as  to  the' 
aiMimt^af  Jte  Iiib3i^^:.wbich  w».«9tcd  to  be  only  an  equtva<> 
)entif<M^mitoiry>succpurs  i  a&tp  the  coiitents  of  the  treaty  with 
T^an^Oi  ,wfat«b«a3iaUQdgGito  contain  nothing  injurious  to  the 
4nterett9>  ofi.Gx)eat;Bfitaia^  aa.to  the,  innocent  destination  of 
any  aqginc>ettte:wihiichaplgte  beinia4e«  «a.  to  the  decided  in-> 
tention  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  to  preserve  the  strictest  ncn- 
tr^Hty  I  and  Aa.ta  the  ik^ustice  of  any  isuspicions  which  cooM 
attach  to  Spanidi  honor  and  veracity*— I  assnred  hiniy  tn  re^^ 
turn,  f  h^  both  the  Govcmni)sntand  the  nation  had  the  highest 
iralue  and  respect  for  Spanish  honor  and  veracity;,  but  that 
we  had  too  much  ground  from  experience  to  be  slownnuust- 
jng  the  ability^  Spain  to  act  up  to  the  honorable  and  mde- . 
pendent  priiuiptes  by  which  her  conduct  would  naturally  be  , 
gaided«.  That  I  sincerely  wished  the  armaments  in  question  • 
might  prove  to  have  been  r/eaUy^as  he  had  endeavoured  to  re^ 
fresGOt  thM^  i^^7  ^^  consequence  of  an  order/ given  utsder 
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tie  pressure  of  necessity^  iW  the  fmq)0eefMhlf|^ 
to  subdue  the  revolters  ia  Bhcxf ;  but  that  if  this  were  reall/- 
the  intention  of 'the  order,  it  vcas  inconceivable,  that  no  no*  ♦ 
ttce.  should  have  been  given  to  the  British  minister  at  Madrid, 
or  to  the  Admiral  off  the  port  of  Ferrol,  who  might  have  ' 
c«ivc7ed  tlie  explanation  of  the  armament  at,  the  same  m6« 
ment  with  the  news  of  its  existence.     That  it  was  singular^  if  * 
ships  of  the  line  were  to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  that  they 
should  not  have  been  equipped  merely  as  transports*    Thar 
although  th6  orders  were  received  at  FerrOl  on  the  seventh  of 
b^t  month,  and  must  consequently  have  been  given  at  Ma* 
drid  some  days  earlier,  yet  up  to  this  moment  he  was  possessed 
of  no  direct  information  from  his  court,  was  authorized  to 
give  me  no  explanation,  and  was  reduced  to  itate  upon  this 
subject  his  own  conjecture,  founded  upon  imperfect  intelli- 
gence, and  upon  his  own  earnest  wishes  to  explain  the  tran-  • 
saction  in  a  mannex*  calculated  to  prevent  a  ruptBre  between 
the  two  coimtries*     Having  dwelt  upon  the  various  grounds, 
which  made  this  explanation  improbable  and  un$ati$ractory,  I 
concluded  the  conversation  by  expressing  my  fears,  that  the 
orders  would  be  found  to  have  proceeded  from  that  influence^ 
%hich  had  unfortunately  so  long  divetted  the  Spanish  councils 
from  an  attention  to  tl^ir  real  interest  and  dignity;  that  tht 
measure,  if  dictated  by  that  influence,  would  probobly  be  per- 
sisted in  ;  and  that  a  breach  would  then-  become  InevitaUe  ;  * 
but  that  the  moderation  and  forbearance  of  his  Ms^esty'^  con-  * 
duct  iiitherto,  (to  which  tKe  Spanish  mihislcr  bore  the  jfidlest 
testimony),  would  be  a  suiEcient  security,,  that  no  reastmabte 
means  of  accommodation  would  be  rejected ;  and  that  I  shooM[  •- 
bo  equally  desirous  with  himself  to  be  the  instrument  of  esta- 
blishing between  oiu*  respective  countries  a:greater  degree  of 
harmony  and  cordiality  than  could  exist  between  a  nominal  » 
neutrality  on  the  one  8ide>  and  a  jealoos  fbrbeaxance  on  th^'* 
other.  r 

1  am  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  from  you  what  passed  * 
at  Madrid  upon  the  receipt  of  the  communication  made  by** 
Adminil  Coclirane  to  die  Spanish  governor  of  Parol ;  until  J 
that  information  is  received,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  for-  - 
mer  instructions.  t 

P.  S.  Since  this  was  written,  an  accotint  was  received  of** 
the  arrival  of  his  Majesty's  ships  the  Amphion  and  IndefatU  ^ 
gable,  with  the  Spanish  frigates,  the  Medea  and  the  Clara. 

I  am,  &c« 
(Signed),        .  .     HARROWBY.  , 

B.  Frere,  Esq. 
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.     .  .      ,    u'.:        'No.,'lS.  .    -     '. -^    '  ..    . 

Dispatch  fSrom  B.  Frere  Esquire  to  Lord  Hairowbjs-ilsited 
^iEscnrial,  27th  October^  1804. 

-;      My  Loi-d,  ,  ./  '         ,  '       '' '"  •      ■     '       '  " 

" .  YOtTR  Lordship's  dispatches  No,  i  and  2,  were  deliver^ 
to  me  by  the  uif  §sen^er  Smith,  on  the  night  of  the  1 8th,  iii 
uonsecjuence  of  vhich  I  lost  no  time  in  coming  down  to  the 
Escurial,  where  the  court  are  resident  at  present,  and  having 
demanded  an  audience  of  M.  Cevallos,  which  he  gave  me  btx 
the  2 1st,  I  told  him  that  I  believed  he  would  find  by  his  let- 
ters from  .England^  that  the  sensation  which  the  late  unexpected 
armament  atVerrol  had  caused  there,  had  been  by  no  meaner 
over-ratpd  in  the  note  which  I  had  addressed  to  him  upon  the 
subject  som9  weeks  ago  j  that  I  was  now  charged  to  declare  to 
him  formally  his  Majesty's  surprize  ami  concern  at  such  ;i 
measure  having  been  adopted,  without  any  previous  commu- 
nication tp  him,  and  unaccompanied  by  any  explanations  of 
its  object ;  and  to  require  the  immediate  recall  of  all  orders 
which  might  have  been  given  at  Ferrol  or  elsewhere,  for  in- 
creasing their  liayal  force,  or  for  altering  its  position ;  and 
that  it  should  be  reduced  to  the  state  in  which  it  was  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  M.  Cevallos  said,  that  he  found  that 
there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  misrepresentation  and  exagge- 
ration upon  the  subject  of  this  armament,  which  he  aflfected 
tQ  treat  very  lightly  ;  he  §aid,  that  the  expedition  consisted 
of  a  rew  ships,  which  were  already  armed  aftlie  time,  whose 
destination  I  must  be  well  acquainted  with  j  tliat  the  project 
was. now  given  upland  he  wished  to  infer,  that  there  wa$ 
therefore  no  grounil  of  complaint  for  what  had  passed.  -  I  re- 
p\i^d  that  I  knew  no  iixore  of  the  destination  of  this  expedi- 
»'tion,  than  what  I  had  learht  from  public  reportj  which  wa5, 
that  it  was  meant  to  convey  troops  to  qiiellan  insurrection  in 
Biscay  •,  but  thatit  had  appeared  to  me  so  incredible  that  ships 
o^  war  should  be  armed  to  carry  forges  to  a  province,  which 
had  no  ports  to  receive  them,  which  was  already  in  the  po^-* 
session  of  their  trobpsji  and  which  was  so  situated;  that  the 
march  by  l^d  mjght  be  performed  in  a  much  shorter  tioie  ' 
tlmn  was  uecessar^  foi^  preparing  for  and  making  the  voyage  j 
that  I  had  not  ventur,ed  ,tb.' write  this  report  home  to  my  Go- 
vernment. M  •  CJevallbs  ^oweyer  assured  me  that  this  was  the 
^e^g^i  and^  extravagant  .as.  it  wa^,  the  march  by  lahd  into 
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Biscay  of  the  troops  before  destined  for  the  embarkation  seems 
to  confirm  his  assurance.  I  observed  that  whatever  migh^^ 
have  been  the  object  of  this  armament,  it  was  equally  a  breach 
^f  the  eonvention  which  Spain  had  entered  into  with  England^ 
and  as'  M.  Cevallos  mahitained  that  the  engagement  had  been 
only  contracted  for  not  arming  against  Great  Britain,  I  refer- 
red him  to  my  brother's  note  of  die  i8th  February,  in  which 
the  cessation  of  all  armaments  is  demanded  in  the  clearest 
Icrms.  I  told  him  at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  was  now  in- 
clined to  dispute  this  point,  I  must  revert  tb  the  instructions 
tipon  which  the  demand  was  framed,  and  which  were  to  the 
iTuU  as  positive  as  those  which  I  had  now  received.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  extravagance  of  such  a  pretension,  which  he 
said  would  reduce  them  to  the  lowest  state  of  humiliation  iif 
3pain  could  not  arm  to  repel  the  insults  of  a  foreign  enemy, 
or  to  quell  her  own  rebellious  subjects.  I  repeated  the  assu«> 
^nce  of  his  Majesty's  disposition  to  make  every  possiblt  con- 
cession in  favour  of  Spain  \  but  that  this  was  an  engagement, 
which  the  security  of  his  kingdom  called  for,  and  that  Spain 
might  rely  upon  its  being  pushed  no  further  than  that  objedt 
required.  Jindin'g  that  it  "wts  needleiss  to  attempt  draining 
any  satisfactory  assurance  fr6m  M.  Cevallos  in  convetsation,- 
I  told  him  that  my  instruaions  related  likewise  to  some  other 
important  points ;  that  if  he  pleased  T  would  tead  them  Over 
to  him,  after  which  if  he  thought  it  necessary  I  would  deliver 
to  him  in  writing  a  summary  of  their  contents. 

In  treating  of  the  subjedt  of  the  money  furnished  to  France, 
hit  affected  much  surprize  at  its  being  considered  merely  ^ 
a  temporary  measure,  and  asked  from  whence  my  Court  could 
have  got  thit  idea,  of  which  he  himself  disclaimed  any  share. 
I  told  him  that  I  knew  my  brother  had  repeatedly  received 
similar  assurances  at  the  texy  time  when  the  treaty  was  nego- 
tiating from  a  person  high  in  authority,  whose  assnx^ances 
were  then  esteemed  authentic,'  and  that  as  such  he  had 
transmitted  them  to  his  Government.  M.  Cevallos  repeat* 
cd  that  they  had  no  stsch  views ;  that  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded for  the  whole  of  thfe  'present  war  ^  that  it  contained 
no  article  whatever  hostile  to  Great  Britain ;  and  as  tb  the 
amount  of  the  subsidies,  he  Could  only  repeat  what  he  had  al- 
ready said,  and  what  M.  Anduaga  had  stated  to  your  Lord- 
ship, that  they  are  calculated  with  a  reference  to  the  expcncc 
of  furnishing  the  succours  stipulated  bv  treaty.  This  assur- 
ance he  said  he  trusted  I  should  think  Sufficient,  and  that 
lEhgtand  would  so  ta^  do  justice  to  the  good  fiuth  of  the  Spa- 
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nish  Cabinet  as  to  pronounce  herselif  satisfied  with  such^a  de^, 
claratioa.    I  observed  ta  him  that  my  Government  was  al-> 
ready  in  possession  of  thus  much  informartion  upon  the  subject^ 
vhen '  my  present  instmctions  were  forwarded  to  mcf  and 
therefore  that  I  must  expect  a  more  explicit  answer,  or  com- 
ply with  the  orders  to  demand  xAj  passports ;  that  in  the  terms 
in  which  he  stated  it,  the  amount  of  the  succour  stipulated 
was  without  any  limit,  since  ^he  tireaty  provides  that  in  case 
of  necessity  the  auxiliary  power  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
assist  her  ally /with  all  her  forces ;  in  which  situation  there 
would  be  no  bounds  tp.the  sums  which.  Spain  might  fomish 
to  the  enemy  under  the  denomination  of  an  equivalent  for 
these  succours.     I  did  not  however  succeed  in  obtaining  anj 
^ther  explanation  upon  the  subject  ^  and  th6rc  was  m  M., 
Cevallos'  manner  a  more  decided  determination  not  to  giv^ 
way  upon  this  point,  and  more  disposition  to  ill  humour  at 
being  pressed  upon  it,  than  upon  that  of  the  total  cessatioti 
of  aU  armaments  in  the  ports.     He  took  no  other  notice  of 
the  orders  given  to  Admiral  Cochrane  to  shut  the. port  ct 
Fevrol  to  their  ships  of  war^  than  by  asking  me  to  read  that, 
paragraph  a  second  time ;  ^nd  when  I  h^d  finished  the  dis-f 
patch,  be  said  that  Spain  would  continue  to  act  wjdh  the  same 
good  fiiith  which  she  had  always  hither^  done ;  that  England 
o^ht  to  be  perfectly  at  ease  upon  the  subject  of  die  arma(*  - 
ment,  which  had  never  been  of  any  consequence,  and  was 
now  laid  aside ;  that  upon  the  question  of  the  subsidies,  she 
had  all  the  satisfactioHi  that  she  could  reasonably  require;  and 
that  it  was  time  that  she^herself  should  give  some  assignee 
of  her  own  ctisppsitions,  without  which  a  neutrality,  restless 
and  disturbed  as  that  which  Spain  now  possessess,  would  provo 
as  prejudicial  to  the  country  as  war  itself.    I  answered,  ths^t 
the  dispositions  of  my  Government  towards  Spain  Were  not 
less  friendly  than  they  had  always  ^en,  and  that  it  was  to  the 
conduct  of  Spain  herself  that  he  must  attribute  ^he  unsettled 
state  of  the  connection  between  the  two  countries  ;  nor  could 
it  be  otherwise,  as  long  as  she  maintained  this  reserve  upon  .a 
point  which  affects  so  essentially  the/interests  of  Great  Britain 
as  that  of  her  pecuniary  engagements  with  France,;  and  I  left 
him,  by  saying,  that  I  hoped  that  upon  consideration  he  woul4 
stt  it  in  the  same  light,  and  th^t  I  should  receive  a  more  sa^ 
tisfactory  answer  to  the  note  which  I  should  transmit  to  him, 
f  han  I  had  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  conference.     Your 
Lordship  will  observe  an  interval  of  some  days  between  thi^ 
conference  and  t;h«date  of  jpby  note,  during  which  I  have  bee^ 

a  a 
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confind^d  by  a  refill^ 'of  iridisposittoft  'which -disxbled  me  fitxa 
writing ;  having  however  stated  so  fully  before  hand  the  na- 
ture of  my  in9truQtiOA$  t<».M.  Cevallos,  I  am  in  hopes  that  no 
rime  will  havt  been  lest  by  this  circinnstance»  and  that  I  shall 
receive  his  answer  a$  soon  as  if  my  note  had  been  presented 
knmedifitely  aftir  our  conference. 

I  have,  the  honour  to  be,  &c- 

B.  F&ERE. 

(Ertclosure  refeired  to  in  No.  i8.) 
.   Slrj  Escurial,  26th  October,  1804. 

.  In  consequence  of  the  desire  your  Excellency  has  expressed 
to  me,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  in  writing  the 
substance  of  the  representations  which  I  have  been  directed 

'  by  my  Government  to  hiake  to  you. 

It  is  with  equal  surprise  and  concern  tliat  his  Britannic 
Majesty  received  the  accouat  of  the  naval*  preparations  which 
kave  been  carrying  on  in  the  ports,  of  Spain,  having  oa  his 
^art  omitt^  nothing,  from  the  very  commenoement  of  hoti* 
lities  jvith  .France,  which  could  contribute  to  remove  finom 
Spain  those  calamities  of  a  war,  in  which,  owing  to  her  treaties, 
she  was  in  fact. placed  in  the  number  of  bis  enemies.  No- 
thing, indeed,  could  have  induced  his  M^csty  to  persevere  in 
tliis  system  of  moderation,  except  the  6wne  benevolent  mo^ 
tive,  supported  by  a  disposition  to  give  credit  to  the  assurances 

.  of  the  Spanish  Government,  that  the  sums  furnished  to 
France  were  only  paid  under  the  idea  of  gaining  time»  until 
circumstances  would  enable  her  to. follow  a  system  more  con* 
genial  to  her  wishes  and  her  interesl^. 

His  Majesty  has  repeatedly  requested  a  communication,  of 
the  engagements  concluded  with  France  %  but  the  only  as- 
swer  has  uniformly  been  a  vague  assurance,  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  amount  of  the  sums  to  be  pakl' by  Spain,  they 
were  calculated  according  to  the  estimate  of  what  the  soc- 
cours,  liaval  and  military,  stipulated  by  treaty,  would  amoant 
to.  But  his  MaJQ^y  has  never  been  furnished  with  any  means 
of  ju(k;ing,  whether  these  'paymenjts  are  in  fact  only  a  £ur 
equivalent  for  those  succours,  or  whether  they  so  far  exceed 
It,  as  to  render  It  necessary  to  consi<jer. Spain  a  principal  in 

'the  war. 

In  this  state  of  uncertainty,  his  Majesty  has  been  compelled 
expressly  to  reserve  to.  himself  the  full  right  to  regubte  his 
Ipoduct.  towards  ^^pain^  accordii^^  the  appearance  of  cic* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S3 

«iin$taacQ$at'  the  ihbmedt.  *  Bat  he  has  .ever  declared,  rnie*" 
quivocalljt.  that  the  disconttnuance  of  dU  naval  {x-eparfttiont* 
on  the  part  of  that  power  was  an  indispensablexoadition  o£ 
the  continuance  of  his  moderationi  Sachaideckirati(Hi  hav- 
ing been  made,  it  would  be  difficult  to  acooiint  for  a  navaF 
armaflient  on  the  part  of  Spain>  in  s\u:h  aijmaandr  as  tosecon**^ 
cile  it  with  her  pretended  sptem'of  peutihilky ;:  and  it  becomes* 
impos^ble  to  consider  the  present  andarndttiii  whichiSKras  un- 
accompanied hy'any  explanataxni^  in  any  other  light  than  a<:a 
measure  decidedly  hostile,'  and  wliich  .calli|  upon  his  Ms^eitT 
to  take,  without. delay,  .every  step  whidh  prudebde  may  die-* 
tate;  and  more  especially  to 'give:  orders- to:  hisrAdndfaV  oft 
Ferrol,  to  prevent  an|(rS.panish  •ship  o£  war  fbom^catcring  ok 
leaving  that,  port,       .*...• 

His  Majesty's  uniform  conduct  towards  Spain  has  abun- 
.  dantly  proved  his  ardent ,  desire  t<5  carry  his  moderation  to 
the  utmost  extent,  which  a  due  regard  for  the  interests  and 
sbcurity^of  his  peop&  <«4ll  pcrrtAu  But  4iis  Majesty  caniiot 
depai^  from  the  ddtlarationsr  which  he  has  inade,  nor  per- 
mit that  Spain  shall  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  neutrality, 
whilst. she  wages  a  twofold  war  against  hxm,' first,  by  fyr- 
nishing  to  his  encriiies  nnUmited  pecuniary  succours;  and» 
secondly,  by  compelling  him  to  divert  a  part  of  his  na^l 
force  from  acting  against  the  enemy,  in  order  to  watch-  tjl** 
armaments*  which  are  preparing  in  ports  pretifndin^^tb  be 
neutral.  '*   '^ 

I  have  in  consequence  received  orders*  from  hi$  Majesty;  to 
require  of  the  Spanish  Govemmt;nt  the  immediate  recal  of 
all  the  orders'  which* have  been  given  at  Fefrot,iat  Cadiz,  or  at* 
Garthagena,  as  well  for  the  equipment  of  ships,  as  for  sending; 
reinforctmrtit  from  one  to  the  other  of  thbse  ports,  and  not 
XHily  that  -such  preparations  be  stopped,  but  that  the  naval 
armaments  in  all  the  ports  of  Spjin  shall  be  put  pra:isely  on. 
the  same  footing  as  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
between  England  and  France. 

I  flatter  myself,  that  1  sliall  not  be  under  the  necessity  of 
announcing  to  your  Excellency,  more  formally  than  I  have 
hitherto  done,  what  must  be  the  inevitable  consequences-  of 
«  refusal  of  this  demand.  If  it  is  fully  complied  with.  I  can 
answer  for'  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty  tqsend  to  Madrid  ^ 
Minister  authorised  to  discuss,  in  an  amicable  manner,  every 
other  stsbject  of  dispute; 'hut  iiti  11  this  discnssfon  cannot  takc^ 
place  unless  Spain  b^'pfeparevl  to  give  a  disttnct  ex]>lanation  of 
her  engagements  with  France,  and  of  the  s\'stcm  whidi  sh^ 
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propose  to  adopt,  accorcHng  to  which  his  Majesty  may  be 
cnafded  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  relations  which  diiould 
iabmat  between  him  and  his  Catholic  Msyesty. 

, Yoor  Excdlency  may  conceive  the  impatience  with  which 
I  shall  expect  your  answer ;  and  some  days  having  already 
elapsed  since  I  had  the  honour  to  converse  with  you  on  the 
subject  of  this  note,  I  hope  that  your  decision  has  been  al- 
ready trivn,'  and  diat  I  mav*  flatter  myself  in  some  degree  to 
ha'^e  contributed  towards  the  extinction  of  the  daily  alarms 
whidi  trouble  the  good  understanding  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  which  are  the  necessarv  consequence  of  the  obsti- 
nacy of  ^pain  in  refusing  to  give  that  satisraction  so  justly  due 
to  die  ccmdoct  of  his  Brit^umic  Majesty. 

(Signed)  B.  FRERE. 

No-  iQ. 

Diqpatch  firom  B.  Frere,  Esq.   to  Lord  Harrowby,    dated 
Madrid,  8th  November^  1804. 

My  I.ord* 

X  HAVE  the  honour  to  endose  a  copy  and  translation  of 
Mr*  Cerallos'  answer'  to  my  note  of  the  26th,  which  was  de- 
livered to  me  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  Your  Lordahip 
will  find,  that  neither  thb  note^  nor  the  paper  which  it  en- 
closed, and  which  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Cevallos'  instructions  to 
Sfr.  Anduaga,  contain  any  satis&cticm  whatever  upon  the  two 
principal  points,  viz.  a  stipulation  to  abstain  from  all  naval 
preparation }  and  a  disposition  to  tnter  upon  some  fuller  ex- 
Ijdanation  of  their  pecuniary  engagements  with  France.  -  On 
me  contrary,  Mr.  Cevalios  observes  to  Mr.  Anduaga,  that  the 
explanations  which  have  been  given  upon  the  latter  point  are 
svumcient,  if  the  complaints  of  England  are  made  with  good  ' 
&ith^  and  throug^iout  botR  papers  there  is  a  tone  of  irrita- 
tion, which  shews  a  disposition  far  from  conciliatory.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  have  thought  that  my  instructions  left 
me  no  choice,  but  to  repeat  distinctly  my  former  pri^posak, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  demand  my  passports,  if  they  were 
not  acceded  to.  I'his  I  accordingly  di<C  without  the  least 
deby,  in  the  note  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy ;  and  hav- 
ing observed  that  Mr.  Cevalios  affected  to  attach  the  highest 
importance  to  a  slight,  and,  I  am  persuaded,  accidental  va- 
riation between  the  conditions  which  i  Was  instructed  to  de- 
ipandt  and  the  convention  before  agreed  to,  I  trust  that  I 
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shall  not  be  thought  to  have  taken  too  much  upon  myself  ia 
venturing  to  make  the  alteration  necessary  for  reconciling 
them.  Having  delivered  this  note,  I  returned  to  Madrid  to 
finish  my  preparations  for  dispatching  the  messenger,  and 
expecting  in  the  interval  to  receive  Mr*  Cevallos'  reply.  After 
having  waited  in  vain  till  the  ad,  I  determined  to  write  again 
to  him,  to  press  him  for  an  answer,  and  accordingly  sent  the 
note,  No.  5,  by  courier,  who  returned  the  next  day  (the  3d), 
bringing  me  Mr.  Cevallos'  note,  of  which  I  inelose  a  copy 
and  translation,  and  in  which,  after  t,  very  formal  introduce 
tion,  and  much  parade  of  precision  in  the  terms  of  his  an- 
swer, he  leaves  the  two  principal  questions  exactly  in  the 
same  state  as  before.  I,  therefore,  on  the  same  day  returned 
a  short  note,  repeating  my  demand  for  passports,  of  which 
-no  notice  having  been  taken,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  I 
determined  once  more  to  send  the  messenger  down  to  the 
Escurial  with  a  still  more  pressing  renewal  ofmy  application  $ 
and  after  having  been  delayed  upwards  of  two  days,  he  re- 
turned this  morning,  bringing  me  my  passports,  which  were 
accompanied  by  the  inclosed  note  (No.  lo.)-  .In  consequence 
of  this,  I  propose  to  leave  Madrid  on  the  day  after  to-mor- 
row, and  Mr.  Hunter  will  follow  me  as  soon  as  he  conve- 
niently can.  I  am  unwilling  to  delay  the  messenger  a  moment 
longer  than  is  necessary  for  making  your  Lordship  acquainted 
with  the  final  determination  of  the  Spanish -(roVemment  ^ 
but  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  confidence,  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  will  not  see,  in  the  course  of  this  negotiation, 
any  foundation  for  the  charge  of  precipitation,  which  is 
brought  against  me  by  Mr.  Cevallos.  If  I  have  any  appre- 
hension, it  is  lest  my  hopes  that  a  more  deliberate  reflection 
upon  the  fatal  consequences  of  a  rupture,  and  a  due  seiise  of 
the  moderation  of  the  proposals  made  by  his  Majesty  with  a 
view  of  avoiding  such  an  extremity,  would  induce  this  Go- 
vernment to  a£nit  my  demands,  shoukl  have  led  me  to  be 
tess  decided  than  the  urgent  terms  of  my  instructions  will, 
strictly  justify. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  B.  FRERE. 

The  RightHonourable  Lord  Harrowby, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(First  enclosure  referred  to  in  No.  15).) 

Tratislation  of.  a  Note  from  Don  Pedro  Ccvallos  to  B.  Frcrc^ 
Esq.  dated'SaiiLorenzo>  29th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 

*  AiS  soon  as  you  knew  that  preparations  were  making  at 
Ferrol  for  the  transport  of  troops,  ignorant,  without  doubt, 
/)f  their ;d|esttnat ion,  you  Sent  a  note  to  me,  expressing  the- 
apprehensions  which  this  occurrence  inspired,  and  demanding 
fron^.  me  an  explanation  of  the  intentions  of  Spain* 

I  gave  you  such  as  the  circumstances  permitted,  and  fully 
sufficient, to  tranquillize  your  apprehensions,  assuring,  you  that 
Ills  Majesty  had  no  ideas  that  could  offend  the  harmony  and 
constant  frieiKlship  offered  to  his  Britantiic  Majesty. 

Nothing  was  more  natural  than  that  the  British  Cabinet 
.should  have  watted  the  result  of  the  representations  made  by 
its  Minister  to  the  King,  my  master,  disregarding  in  the 
mean  time  all  advices  which  were  not  authentic,  and  paying 
this  deference  to  the  tried  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  Cahtoet. 
Unhappily  it  has  not  been  so  \  for,  without  other  than  mer- 
cantile advices,  which  are  generally  fabricated  through  inter- 
est, the  English  Government  has  formed  its  complaints,  lay» 
ing  down,  as  certain,  the  fact  of  an  armament,  and  styling  it 
hosthe,  whereas  its  object  was  not  so,  neither,  as  it  was,  did 
it  take  effect.    .. 

'Notwithstanding  that  I  had  tranquillized  the  apprehoisionis 
which  you  shewed  tlxat  this  armamept  caused  in  you,  his 
Majesty  having  learnt  from  the  conference  which  I  had  with 
you,  that  the  Court  of  London  being  ill  informed,  raised 
complaints  which  are  as  ill  founded  as  they  are  unconformable 
to  the  true  designs  of  Spain,  by  his  royal  order  I  have  scot 
to  Don  Joseph  D'Anduaga,  his  Minister  at  that  Court,  the 
proper  instructions,  with  a  view  to  dissipate  the  apprehen- 
sions of  Great  Britain,  and  declaring  the  true  limits  of  the 
engagements  of  Spain  in  favour  of  France,  and  likewise  in 
favour  of  England,  as  yqu  will  see  by  the  copy  which  I  have 
the  hoiiour  to  inclose. 

By  its  coritcnts  you  will  be  undeceived,  in  finding  that 
Spain  has  not  given  the  subsidies  to  France  with  a  view  to 
gain  time,,  and  of  waiting  for  an  opportunity  of  displaying  a 
system  more  analogous  to  her  wishes,  as  you  have  permitted 
yourself  to  assert  \  it  being  difficult  to  Conceive  how  you  can 
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associate  the  idea  of  momentary  subsidies,  and  such  as  are 
furnished  purely  in  expectation,  with  the  knowledge  and 
assurance  of  there  having  been  concluded  a  treaty  of  sub* 
sidics  between  «Spain  and  France,  equivalent  to  the  naval  and 
military  succonrs  determined  by  the  alliance  of  the  two  na«* 
tionsy  for  the  case  of  the  present  war. 

England  agreed  to  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  upon  condition 
that  she  should  cease  her  armaments,  which  should  remain 
la  the  state  in  which  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  conven-* 
tion )  and  notwithstanding  its  specified  terms  and  religious 
observance  of  it  by  the  Spanish  Govemment^  you  claim  that 
the  armaments  should  bt  reduced  in  the  ports  of  this  king* 
dom  to  the  state  in  which  they  were  before  the  beginning  of 
hostilities  between  England  and  France.  The  King  cannot 
but  see  in  this  demand  a  notorious  infraction  of  the  conven- 
tion of  neutrality  proposed  by  England  herself,  and  in  this 
view  he  orders  me  to  direct  his  Minister  in  London  to  protest 
against  a  pretensicm,  which  is  the  more  unseasonable,  inas^ 
much  as  the  ^prehensions  are  greater  of  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  England  to  a]t6r  the  stipulated  relations  between  herself 
and  Spun. 

It  is  a  measure  not  less  infractory  which  you  tell  me  your 
Govremment  have  taken,  in  order  that  the  Commander  of 
the  fleet  before  Ferrol  should  prevent  the  sailing  of  the  Spa* 
nish  diips  of  war  which  are  in  that  port,  and  the  entrance  of 
others  of  the  same  description  This  measure,  besides  being 
nugatory  (supposing  the  good  faith  of  Spain),  is  offensive  to 
her  honour  antf  dignity,  and  truly  hostile.  In  which  view,  I 
conmianicate  to  die  King's  Minister  an  order  to  protest 
against  it,  and  to  exact  from  tjie  English  Cabinet  dear  afid 
precise  explanations  concerning  her  ideas  with  regard  to  Spain^ 
whose  neutrality  is  absolutely  unproductive,  if  she  is  to  con*- 
tinoe  in  the  uncertain,  agitated,  and  equivocal  state  in  which 
she  has  hitherto  been* 

(Signed)  PEDRO  CFVALLOS. 

The  Charge  d' Affaires  of  his 
Priianni^  Mfijesty, 
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(Second  Enclosure  referred  to  In  Nq.  19.) 

Translation  of  a  note  from  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  Doa 
Joseph  de'Anduaga^  dated  San  Lorenzo,  26th  Oct.  1804. 

Sir, 
THE  assurances  which  England  has  received  from  Spain 
upon  hf  r  exactness  in  fulfilling  the  stipulated  neutrality,  and 
the  good  faith  which  b  as  it  were  characteristic  of  the 
Spanish  Cabinet,  ought  to  have  inspired  the  British  Cabinet 
with  more  circumspection,  so  as  not  to  give  credit  to  the 
unauthentic  news  of  armaments  in  Cadiz  and  Ferrol.  Spain 
obliged  herself  to  cease  her  arming,  and  she  has  fulfilled  it, 
since  the  two  or  three  vessels  which  she  thought  to  destine 
to  the  coast  of  Biscay  were  armed  before  the  epoch  of  the 
agreed  cessation  of  armaments. 

.  T)ie  idea  of  this  agreement  was  to  assm^  Great  Britain, 
that  Spain,  under  the  colour  of  neutrality,  should  not  arm 
her  ships  to  unite  them  to  those  of  France  when  it  might 
suit  that  power.  To  wish  by  this  agrc^ent  that  Spain 
should  not  arm  even  when  she  sees  herself  oftended  by  any 
power,  or  when  the  tranquillity'of  the  state  requires  h,  is  to 
strain  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty,  and  to  disregard  the 
invariable  principles  -which  declare  and  explain  treaties  be* 
tween  sovereigns.  In  such  a  case  the  lot  of  a  neutral  power, 
considered  until  now  as  the  most  advantageous,  would  be  the 
most  fatal.  Her  enemies  might  commit  hostilities  against 
Iier  with  impunity;  her  subjects  might  refuse  fidelity  to 
tho  sovereign,  assured  that  force  could  not  reduce  them  to 
their  duty.  Under  these  psinciples,  and  granting  for  a  mo? 
focnt  the  reality  of  the  supppsed  new  armaments,  it  would 
have  been  becoming  that  the  Knglish  Cabinet,  le^  apt  to 
give  credit  to  news  (which  i$  easily  fabricated  by  those  who 
are  discontented  with  the  peace,  pr  those  who  make  it  con* 
tribute  to  mercantile  profit;  should  have  asked  of  Spain  what 
were  her  designs,  before  she  made  public  demom- rations  of 
suspicion  and  distrust,  always  injurious  to  the  mutual  com- 
merce of  the  two  nations.  On  the  other  hand,  she  ought 
to  believe  that  her  Minister  would  ask,  as  in  effect  he  did 
ask«  in  proper  time,  explanations  of  this  much  talked  of 
(dccantado)  armaments,  which  were  given  conformably  to 
^vhat  I  hr.vc  said  ;  and  by  these  the  English  Government  will 
have  confirmed  itself  in  the  confidence  which  it  owes  to  the 
promises  of  his  Majesty,     Iz^  this  conception  I  replied  to 
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the  English  Charge  d' Affaires,  who  read  to  me  the  dispatck 
of  his  Government,  He  renews  the  solicitation  that  I  should 
declare  to  him  the  sum  which,  under  the  title  of  subsidies, 
is  contributed  to  France,  as  an  equivalent  for  the^succoiirs 
stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  alliance ;  and  I  have  repeated 
to  him  what  on  this  point  I  have  said  to  y6up  Excellency, 
and  it  is  what  is  sufficient  if  the  complaints  arc  made  in 
good  faith,  and  if  it  is  wished  to  do  justice  to  that  which  is 
as  It  were  the  characteristic  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

That  Government  has  also  raised  a  doubt,  whether  our 
subsidy  in  favour  of  Finance  b  indefinite,  or  limited  to  thd 
time  of  the  present  war ;  and  I  have  answered,  that  it  does 
not  extend  to  any  other  wars  than  the  present.  In  fine,  I 
told  him  that  England  might  relv  on  the  morality  and  good 
faith  of  Spain  in  the  fulfilling  9/  her  obligations,  but  with- 
out giving  to  them  an  extension  that  humiliates  and  degrades 
her  from  the  rank  that  belongs  to  her ;  that  Great  Britain 
was  the  most  interested  in  not  altering  the  state  of  neutrality 
with  this  kingdom,  from  which  by  comnierce  she  draws  im- 
mense sums  with  which  she  maintains  her  fleets  $  that  tlie 
prejudices  are  incalculable  which  she  brings  upon  our  com-* 
merce,  by  her  exaggerated  complaints  and  unfounded  sus- 
picions of  the  ideas  and  views  attributed  to  the  Spanish  Go- 
vernment, since,  being  known  and  published  by  those  who.  ' 
derive  benefit  from  them,  they  prevent  the  merchant  from 
giving  to  his  negotiations  all  the  activity  of  which  they  are 
susceptible  5  that  Spain  having  complied  with  the  two  con- 
ditions, namely,  Cessation  of  Armaments,  and  Prohibition 
of  the  Sale  o^  Prizes  in  her  ports,  under  which  Great  Bri- 
tain promised  to  respect  the  neutrality,  it  becomes  absolutely, 
necessary  that  this  power  should  adopt  towai^ds  Spain  a  stile 
of  greater  firankness  i  and  that,  in  like  manner,  as  we  have 
protested  that  we  will  maintain  our  pacific  rdhtions  with 
England,  so  also  fhe  should  xonfinn  to  us  clearly  and  defini- 
tively that  her  views  are  equally  pacific,,  and  the  more  so, 
when  she  has  seen  that  we  have  not  infringed  any  of  the 
conditions  of  the  neutrality  agreed  oh. 

All  which,  by  roy^l  order,  I  transfer  to  the  notice  of  your 
Excellency  for  your  information,  and  the  correspondent  use 
in  your  conferences  and  conversations  with  that  Ministry. 

(Signed)  PEDRO  CEVALLOS, 

Don  Joseph  dc  Anduaga, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(No.  3.  referred  to  In  No.  19.) 

Sir,    .  Escorial,  30th  October,  1804* 

T  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Excellency's 
note  of  yesterday's  date,  inclosing  copy  of  a  letter  to  M. 
d'Andiiaga,  in  which  I  see  no  hope  which  can  justify  the  pro* 
longation  of  my  residence  here;  and  I  should  in  consequence 
confine  myself  to  follow  the  orders  of  my  Court,  by  request* 
ing  my  passports,  if  I  did  not  think  it  my  duty  previously  to 
notice  some  false  conceptions  which  your  Excellency  has 
formed  as  to  the  relations  which  subsist  between  England  and 
Sixain,  according  to  which,  it  would  not  ba  difficult  for  me  to 
repd  the  charge  of  precipitation,  which  your  Excelltncy  has 
cast  on  th^  recent  conduct  ofnnr  Government. . 

Your  Excellency  speaks  of  the  neutrality  of  Spain^  and 
argued  thereupon,  as  if  it  were  a  circumstance  agreed  upon 
between  the  two  powers;  whereas  no  mention  whatever  has 
been  made  of  it,  either  in  the  propositions  contained  in  his 
Britannic  Majesty *s  note  of  the  i8th  of  February,  nor  in  any 
other  part  of  his  correspondence.  His  Britannic  Majesty  has 
in  fact  annouhced  to  the  Spanish  Government  the  condiyons 
without  which  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  ibr  him  any 
longer  to  pursue  that  system  of  forbearance  which  he  has 
hitherto  followed;  but  he  has  never  offered  to  Spain  the  hope 
of  a  neutrality,  which  treaties,  even  with  his  enetnies,  ren- 
dered her  incapable  of  enjoying.  Spain  has  been  placed  on  her 
proper  footing,  that  is  to  say,  on  that  of  a  power  with  whom 
there  was  a  suspension  of  hostilities ;  and  the  agreement  made 
under  this  ideu  hhd  for  its  object  not  only,  as  your  Excellency 
says,  to  {)revent  the  equipment  of  her  ships  of  war,  and  their 
junction  with  the  French  forces,  but  also  to  place  herself  in  a 
better  position  both  offensive  and  defensive*  with  respect  to 
.  England,  than  that  in  which  she  found  herself  at  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities;  and  how  could  she  expect  to  see 
herself  more  closely  connected  with  England,  whQst  her  en- 
gagements with  its  enemies  and  the  sums  with  which  she  fur- 
nished them,  remained  a  secret  to  England*  True  it  is,  that 
his  Ijritannic  Majesty  has  received  vag^e  assurances  as  to  the 
aunount  of  these  sums;  but  these  assurances  are  insufficient  to 
enable  him  to  decide  upon  the  nature  of  the  permanent  rela- 
tions which  should  subsist  between  him-  and  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, especially  as,  should  these  assurances  be  enct,  no  rea- 
son remains  to  refuse  the  commuhication  of  the  treaty,  since 
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.your  ExccHency  has  assured  me,  that  it  does  not  contain  anj* 
j&tipulation  hostile  to  Credt  Britain. 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that 
nothing  could  have  engaged  his  Majesty  to  persevere  in  his 
system  of  moderation,  but  his  well-knoAvn  benevolence,  sup- 
ported by  a  disposition  to  give  credit  to  the  assurances  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  that  the  payments  furnished  to  France 
were  only  made  in  the  intention  of  gaining  time,,  and  till  cir- 
cumstances would  enable  her  to  follow  a  system  more  conge- 
nial to  her  interests  and  her  wishes.  Your  Excellency  does 
not  appear  to  comprehend,  whence  I  have  derived  this  asser- 
tion: and  although  I  should  have  supposed,  that  I  had  already 
pointed  out  its  source,  so  clearly  as  to  exculpate  myself  from 
the  imputation  of  having  fabricated  it  myself,  I  must  inform 
youy  that  his  Excellency  the  Prince  of  the  Peace  gave  similar 
assurances  to  the  minister  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  whenever  ' 
mention  was  made  of  the  payment  of  the  subsidies  to  France* 
It  appears  to  be  since  ascenained,  that  the  assurances  of  his 
Excellency  were  not  tliosc  of  his  Government,  by  which 
therefore  it  cannot  be  called  upon  to  abide:  but  this  explara- 
tion  will  doubtless  make  an  essential  alteration  in  the  ideas  of 
my  Government  respecting  the  future  projects  of  Spain,  which 
must  henciiefbrwjurd  be  considered  as  irrevocably  connected 
with  France,  during  the  whole  war  by  a  treaty  of  subsidy^ 
the  stipulations  of  which  she  will  not  avow. 

In  this  state  of  inquietude,  which  is  the  natural  consequence 
of  the  silence  observed  by  Spain  as  to  its  engagements  with 
the  enemy,  his  Britannic  Majesty,  having  received  from  his 
admiral  off  Ferrol  authentic  accounts  of  an  armament  fitting 
out  in  that  port,  was  in  no  wise  called  upon  to  wait  for  the 
explanations  that  Spain  might  offer  therebn,  and  which  have 
never  been  offered ;  tt  is  efficient,  in  order  to  justify  the 
measures  which  he  has  taken,  nay  still  more  decisive  ones,  to 
know  that  an  armament  was  fitting  out^  and  that  the  engage- 
ments were  violated. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  give  an  exact  idea  of  the  nature 
of  the  relations  which  have  subsisted  between  the  two  coun- 
tries firom  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  France,  since 
it  is  firom  this  consideration  alone,  that  a  just  opinion  can  be 
formed  of  the  present  conduct  of  the  two  Governments ;  *and 
if  your  Excellency  is  not  prepared  to  give  me  an  assurance 
that  no  armament  whatever  shall 'be  carried  on  in  the  ports  of 
^  Spain ;  that  the  ships  of  war  shall  be  put  precisely  in  the  state 
iu  which  they  were  at  the  conclusion  of  the  convention  witk 
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England  ;  that  no  alteration  shall  take  plaee  in  the  distriba* 
tion  of  force,  nor  indeed  any  naval  preparation ;  if  your  Ex- 
c^llericy  is  not  ready,  at  the  same  time,  to  afford  my  Govern- 
ment the  satisfaction  which  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  demand, 
as  to  the  cngajrements  with  France,  I  must  consider  my  em- 
ployment; here  as  at  an  end,  and  there  only  remains  for  mc 
the  painfifl  duty  of  requesting  your  Excelkncy  to  send  the 
necessary  passports  for  myself  and  servants,  in  order  to  return 
as  soon  as  possible  to  England. 

Your  Excellency  complains  of  my  having  in  my  note  de- 
manded the  reduction  of  the  marine  to  the  state  in  which  it 
was  previous  to  the  war,  whilst  the  period  pointed  out  in  the 
convention  for  fixing  the  establishment  to  which  it  was  to  be 
reduced,  was  that  of  the  convention  itself.  It  is  true,  that 
'this  first  period  was  named  in  my  instructions ;  but  bearing  in 
mind  that  another  has  been  already  agreed  upon,  and  too 
well  convinced  of  the  good  faith  of  my  Government  to  be- 
lieve that  the  substitution  could  have  been  made  othcrwire 
than  by  mistake,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  restore  the  period  of 
the  convention,  too  happy,  if  this  trifling  change  can  remove 
any  obstacle  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  demands. 

I  have,  &c.        B.  FRERE. 

tHis  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Cevallos, 
Ac.  &c.  &c. 


(Fourth  Enclosiire  in  No.  19.} 

Sir,  Madrid,  2d  November  1804. 

^ACCORDING  to  the  precise  terms  in  which  the  demands 
I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  your  Excellency,  in  my  note  of 
the  ^oth  ult.  were  couched,  and  which  admitted  of  no  modi- 
fication, I  ought  already  to  have  received  from  your  Excel- 
lency, either  a  favorable  answer,  or  passports  for  my  depar- 
ture $  my  instructions  are  too  pressing  to  allow  me  to  defer 
any  longer  the  repetition  of  my  demands,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  request  your  Excellency,  if  you  are  unable  to  give  me 
full  satisfaction  on  them,  to  have  the  goocbiess  to  send,  in 
in  addition  to  those  I  have  already  demanded,  passports  for 
Mr.  Hunter  and'  his  family,  together  with  an  order  to  the 
governor  of  the  council  to  afford  them  as  well  as  mvself 
such  a  guard  as  shall  be  necessary  to  escort  lu  to  the  n^a<« 
tien. 
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TKe  messenger  who  carries  this  letter  waits  for  your  ]Ex- 
c.ejlcncy's  answer,  which  I  hope  you  will  have  the  gbodness 
to  dispatch  to  me  in  the  cours?  oi  the  evenlpg, 

(Signed)  B.FRERE* 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Cevallos^  .^ 

&c  &c#  &c. 

(Fifth  enclosure  referred  to  in  No;  19.) 

Transhtion  of  a  Note  from  Don  Pedro  CevaUos  to  B.  Frcrcj' 
Esquire,  dated  S.  Lorenzo,  3d  November,  1 804. 
Sir,  ,  '  ' 

I  HAVE  received  the  two  notes  which  you  were  pleased  to 
address  to  ine,  dated  the  30th  October  last  and  the  2d  inst. 
and  having  given  account  to  the  King  my  master  of  their, 
contents,  I  have  the  honour  to  declare  to  you,  that  Spain 
has  given  constant  proofs  of  good  correspondence  with  Great 
Britain,  of  her  fidelity  in  observing  the  treaty  of  neutrality, 
(called  by  you  a  suspension  of  hostiliti^,  though  they  have 
not  disturbed  the  'state  of  peace  since  the  treaty  of  Amiens)> 
and  has  completely  done  away  the  apprehensions,  which  Eng-- 
land  founded  upon  vague  accounts,  of  armaments  which  nei- 
ther did  exist,  nor,  if  they  had  existed*  Iwid.  any  tendency' 
prejudicial  to  the  tranquillity  of  Great  Britain. 

And  although  these  three  points  are  satisfied  in  my  note  of 
the  2pth  of  October  last,  still  his  Majesty  is  willing  to  make  a 
ifresh  sacrifice  to  peace,  carrying  his  roVal  condescension  to 
the  point  which  you  desire,  and  ordering  me  to  satisfy  your 
questions  as  I  do,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner  ;  saying, 

To  the  First. — ^I'hat  Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of 
Neutrality  concluded  the  19th  October,  r803>  will  make  no 
armament  contrary  to  the  said  convention*   ' 

To  thfe  Second. — Tliat  there  is  not  a  greater  number  6f 
Hhips  armed  than  there  was  at  the  epoch  of  the  said  convene 
tion.   ' 

To  the  third. — ^That  no  change,  infractory  of  the  neu- 
trality, shall  be  made  in  the  dis'ribution  of  the  ships  already 
armed;  not  is^t  likely  that  there  should  be  any  need  to 
change  the  said"  distribution,  under  the  su^^position  of  neu- 
trality, .  » 

Tq  the  fourth.— That  the  treaty  of  subsidies  with  France 
^contains,  nothing  offensive  to  our  neutrality  with  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  that  the  subsidies  are  equivalent  to  what  would  be 
the  expence  of  the  naval  and  military  succours,  stipulated  in 
the  tfeaty  of  alhance  with  the  French  Republic.  •  ,     " 
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As  my  answers  arc  not  less  distinct  than  satisfactory,  for 
they  have  been  formed  in  no  other  style  than  tlian  of  good 
faith,  I  think  I  have  a  fresh  right  to  be  satisfied  by  you  in 
regard  to  the  measure  taken  by  the  British  cabinet,  in  orde^ 
that  the  commander  of  its  forces  before  Eerrol  should  prevent 
the  entrance  of  the  Spanish  ships  iii  the  said  port ;  a  com- 
plaint which  I  have  not  bad  the  honour  to  see  satisfied  by  you» 
as  becomes  a  measure  which  carries  with  it  mistrust  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  and  offends  its  honour  and  dignityj  by 
shackling  the  exercise  of  its  domestic  authority. 

I  do  not  believe  that  you  will  have  any  difficulty  in  recog- 
nizing the  violence  of  which  this  measure  of  your  govemmeat 
partakes,  when  I  observe,  by  your  note  of  the  30th,  (whidn 
did  not  reach  mc  till  after  a  delay  of  two  days,)  that  your 
good  faith  and  conciliatory  spirit  have  prompted  you  to  do 
away  the  equivocation  which  there  was  in  the  instructions  of 
your  court,  with  regard  to  the  epoch  which  is  to  regulate 
the  reduction  of  the  maritime  forces  of  Spain,  making  a 
due  appreciation  of  my  observations,  which  were  founded  iu 
'  the  express  determination  of  thecompaa  of  neutrality. 

(Signed)    PEDRO  CEVAIXOS. 
The  Charg^  d'AfFaires  of  England. 

(Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  19.) 

Sir,  ^  Madrid,  3d  November,  i8o4, 

I  HAVE  just  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  note  of' 
tills  day,  and  I  am  concerned  to  remark,  that  upon  the  two 
)>rincipal  points  it  is  as  equivocal  and  as  little  satisfactory  u 
those  which  preceded  it.  Your  Excellency  gives  me  no  an- 
swer whether  you  will  or  not  enter  into  an  eneagement  tbaf 
no  armament  whatever  shall  be  fitted  cut  in  theopanish  povts^ 
referririe  me  only  to  the  terms  of  a  convention,  upon  the 
.force  ot  which  we  are  by  no  means  agreed,  your  Excdlcncy 
maintaining  that  the  engagement  not  to  arm  was  not  a  gene^, 
ral  one  (which  I  require),  but  that  it  merely  referred  to  arma- 
ments against  Great  Britain.  I  see  also  with  regret  that  ( 
have  not  advanced  a  single  step  on  the  question  of  the  subsi- 
dies granted  to  France.  The  answer  which  your  Excellency 
now  gives  me  is  the  same  which  was  returned  to  the  first  rc-r 
presentations  of  my  Government  on  this  point,  and  it  is  absc 
lutely  impossible  for  me  to  transmit  it  as  satisfactory,  or  t% 
withdraw  my  request  for  passports. 

(Signed)       B.FREili;^ 
Jlis  Excellency  Don  Pedrp  CevaIloS|  &c.  ^c.  &?, 
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(Seventh  Enclosure  in  No*  19.) 
Sir,  Madrid,  5th  Novcm|)er,  1 804. 

PERCEIVING,  by  your  Excellency's  note  of  the  3d  inst. 
that  you  had  nothing  satisfactory  to  ofFer  to  me  on  the  de- 
mands which  I  had  made  to  you  in  the  name  of  my  Govem- 
ment,  I  requested  yoi;  anew,  on  that  very  day,  to  send  me  the 
passports  necessai^  for  my  departure.  It  becomes  at  last  ab- 
solutely indispensable  to  put  an  end  to  the  uncertainty  of  my 
Government  on  the  success  of  my  efforts;  and  these  debys, 
which  at  first  appeared  to  indicate  a  mpre  favourable  di^osition 
and  1:0  promise  mp  th^t  satisfaction  which  I  demanded,  cannot 
now  be  regarded  in  this  light.  I  must  therefore  protest,  in 
the  most  formal  manpcr,  against  this  conduct  on  the  part  o£ 
the  Spanish  Cabinet;  and,  at  the  same  time,  announi:e  to  your 
Excellency  my  belief  that  bis  Catholic  Majesty  does  not  wish 
I  should  be  reduced  to  the  very  extraordinary  altemativey 
either  of  departing  witliput  passports,  or  of  remaining  at  Ma- 
drid, my  fun/ctlons  being  at  an  end  ^  for  I  must  consider  them 
as  such,  )vhen  I  do  not  reqeive  full -satisfaction  to  the  demands 
of  my  Government.. 

.   (Signed)  ^  B.  FRERE. 

P.  S. — ^Tlie  Me$senger  who  carries  this  letter  has  my  orders 
to  wait  for  those  of  your  Excellency. 

(Eighth  Enclosure  referred  to  in  No.  19.) 

Translation  of  a  note  from  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  to  B.  Frerc, 
Esq.  dated  St.  Loren2o,  7th  November  1804. 
6ir, 
HIS  Csuholic  Majesty  has  seen  with  concern,  by  yoqr  note 
of  the  5tli,  the  violent  determination  which  you  have  taken 
to  break  the  thread  of  the  functions  gf  your  mission,  by  de^ 
parting  as  soon  as  you  receive  the  passports,  which  you  have 
aske4  for  that  purpose.  His  iMajesty  cannot  deny  yoii  the 
passports,  which  he  orders  me  to  expedite  immediately,  and  I 
enclose  them  for  yourself  and  fan^ily,  and  for  that  of  Mr. 
Hunter,  the  Coiisul-General,  and  the  order  necessary  for  the 
escort  which  you  asked  for ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  to 
sa^  to  you,  by  his  royal  order,  that  this  Government  not  hav-. 
ing  given  the  slighest  motive  for  your  resolution,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  every  explanation  which  is  suitable  to  the  state  of 
Cjjr  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  he  canupt  but  llopk  Uffii^ 
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Vbu  as  responsible  for  the  result  of  yom*  precipitate  resqla« 
tion. 

(Signed)        PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 
The  Charge  d*  Affaires  of  England. 

No.  20. 

Extract  of  an  order  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  \  ice  Admiral  Lord 
Viipount  Nelson, dated  the  i8th  May  1803. 

AS  it  is  highly  important  that  your  I^ordship  should  be 
watchful  of  the  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Spain  in  the  present 
moment,  you  are  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  naval  prepa- 
rations that  may  be  making  in  the  several  ports  of  that  king- 
-dom  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  also  at  Cadiz,  and  to  take  every 
practicable  means  for  obtaining,  from  time  to  time,  all  the 
intelligence  you  may  be  able  to  collect  on  that  subject. 

Your  Lordship  is  to  take  czrt  that  no  intemiptton  be  of- 
fered by  any  of  the  ships  or  vessels  under  your  command  to 
any  Spanish  ships  of  war  or  trade,  while  they  conduct  them* 
selves  in  a  manner  becoming  a  neutral  nation.  But  at  the 
same  time,  yqur  Lordship  is  to  understand,  that  however  Be- 
desirable  it  may  be  to  avoid  any  measure  of  hostility  against 
that  country,  your  are  not  to  suffer  any  squadron  of  Spanish 
ships  of  war  to  enter  a  French  port,  or  to  form  a  junction 
with  any  squadron,  or  ships  or  vessels  of  that  or  the  Batavian 
Republic. 

No.  21. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Evan  Nepean  Baronet  to  Vice- 
.  Admiral  Lord  Visconnt  Nfelson,  K.   B.  dated  Admiralty 
Office,  the  13th  January  1804. 

I  AM  commanded  Ivy  my  Lores  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
intelligence  which  has  recently  been  received  of  the  hostile 
preparations  which  are  now  making  in  the  different  ports  of 
Spain,  their  Lordships  liave  deemed  it  expedi<^nt  to  reinforce 
the  squadron  under  your  Lordship's  command. 

The  proceedings  of  Spain,  on  the  occasion  I  have  mentioned 
to  your  Lordship,  will  naturally  engage  your  very  serious  at- 
tention, nnd  their  I^ordships  rely  wiHi  confiSence,  that  you 
will  licep  your  squadron  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  at  all  tinjes 
Ttci&y  to  act,  36  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  aff^ 
may  appear  to  require. 
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No.  22. 

Order  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
Honourable  W.  Cornwallis  Admiral  of  the  White>  &c.  &g> 
&c.  dated  the  i8th  September  1804. 

(Most  secret.)  By,  &c. 

YOU  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  give  immediate 
ord:rs  to  Rear  Admiral  Cochrane,  to  continue  the  blockade  of 
the  port  of  Ferrol  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  not  only  with'the 
view  of  preventing  the  French  squadron  from  escaping  froift 
that  port,  but  likewise  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  of  the 
Spanish  ships  of  war  from  sailing  from  Ferrol,  or  any  add- 
tional  ships  of  war  from  entering  that  port ;  sind  if  in  conse- 
quence of  your  correspondence  with  Rear  Admiral  Cochrane 
you  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  force  under  the  Rear  Ad* 
miral  is  not  adequate  to  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  yott 
are  without  delay  to  reinforce  the  squadron  under  his  com* 
mand,  and  measures  will  be  taken,  with  all  possible  expedi<*> 
tion,  to  send  out  to  you  a  suflSicient  number  of  ships  to  replace 
the  force  which  you  may  so  detach. 

Tou  are  to  send  intimation  to  the  Spanish  Government) 
through  Rear  Admiral  Cochrane,  of  the  instructions  you  have 
given  to  the  Rear  Admiral,  and  of  your  determination  in  conse* 
quence  thereof -to  resist,  under  the  present  circumstances,  the 
sailing  either  of  the  French  or  Spanish  fleets,  if  any  attempt 
for  that  purpose  should  6e  made  by  either  of  them. 

And  whereas  information  has  been  received  that  some  fri^ 
gates  are  speedily  expected  to  arrive  at  Cadiz  loaded  with  trea- 
sure from  South  America,  you  are  to  lose  no  time  in  detaching 
two  of  the  frigates  under  your  command,  with  orders  to  their 
captains  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  off  Cadiz  and 
the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  and  to  use  their  best  endeavours, 
in  conjunction  with  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  they  may  find 
there,  to  intercept,  if  possible,  the  vessels  in  which  the  above 
mentioned  treasure  may  be  contained,  and  to  detain  them  until 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  &rther  known.  . 
Given,  &c.  i8th  September  1804* 

(Signed)  J.  GAMBIER. 

J.  COLPO^S. 
P.  PATrON. 
To  the  Hon.  William  Cornwallis, 
Admiral  of  the  White,  &c.  &c.  &c.  off  Breast. 

By,  &c.  J.  BARROW. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


88 

No.  23. 

(Seem.)' 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  W.  Marsdcn,  Esq.  sccfctary  to  the 
Admiralty,  to  the  senior  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  ofF 
Cadizi  respecting  the  detention  of  Spanish  ships  with  trea* 
sure,  dated  Admiralty  0£cej  19th  September  1804. 

Sir, 

MY  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  having  order- 
ed the  Honourable  William  Comwallis,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  off  Brest,  to  send  munedi* 
ately  two  frigates  to  crttize  off  Cadiz  and  the  entrance  of  the. 
Straits,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  and  detaining,  until  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  ^aU  be  further  known,  some  frigates  which, 
are  speedily  expected  to  arrive  at  Cadiz,  loaded  with  treasure 
from  South  America ;  I  have  it  in  command  from  their  Lord* 
ships  to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  co-operate  by  every 
means  in  your  power  with  the  captains  of  the  two  frigates 
which  may  be  sent  out  by  Admiral  Comwallis  as  above  men«> 
tioned,  in  carrying  the  orders  they  have  received  from  the  said 
Admiral  into  execution. 

In  case  of  your  falling  in  with  the  vessels  having  the  said 
treasure  on  board,  it  is  their  Lordships  direction,  that  you  use 
your  best  endeavours  to  detain  them  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  Sir»  your  humble  servant, 

W.  MARSDEN. 
Senior  ofiker  of  his.  Majesty's  ships 
cruizing  off  Cadiz. 

.    No.  24. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  W.  Marsdcn,  Esqoife,  to  the  Comman- 
ders in  Chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Leeward  Islanas^ 
and  Jamaica,  dated  the  19th  September  1804. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  in  command  from  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  tlie 
Admiralty,  to  send  you  herewith  the  copy  of  their  Lordships 
order  of  yesterday's  date,  to  Admiral  Comwallis,  respecting  the 
blockade  of  the  Vort  of  Fcrrol,  and  to  signify  their  direction  to 
you,  to  take  such  measures  of  precaution  as  may  be  necessary 
for  opposing  or  counteracting  any  hostile  attempts  of  the  Go- 
vernment or  subjects  of  Spain  against  his  Majesty's  dominioos, 
or  the  trode  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  within  the  limits  of  your 
coiiunan<J. 
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Your  Lol-dship  b,  however,  not  to  siifEer  an^  act  of  faostM 
lity  or  aggression  (with  the  exception  of  detaining,  for  fHrthor 
orders,  ships  having  treasure  on  board  belonging  to  the  Spa- 
nish Government)  to  be  committed  by  the  ships  under  jonr 
command  towards  the  dominions  or  subjects  of  Spain,  until 
you  receive  further  orders,  or  until  your  l^ordship  shall  have 
received,  from  unquestionable  authority,  positive  infbrmntios 
of  hostilities  having  been  committed  by  the  subjects  of  Spala 
against  his  Majesty's  interests. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c: 

W.  MARSDEK. 

Vice  Admiral  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  K.  B. 

Sin^ilar  letters  to  Vice  Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  K.  BL 
Jamaica. 
Commodore  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  EL  B.  Leeward  Islands. 

No-  25. 

Copy  of  an  Order  to  the  Honourable  Admiral  ComwalTis  off 
6rest,  for  detaining  Spanish  Ships  laden  with  Nav^al  or 
Military  Stores,  dated  the  ijth  September  1804. 

By  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lor  J 
High  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  8au 

IN  addition  to  our  secret  orders  to  you  of  the  i8th  instant, 
for  detaching  two  of  the  frigates  under  your  command  to 
cruize  off  Cadiz  and  the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  intercepting  and  detaining  the  vessels  therein  men- 
tioned, expected  shortly  to  arrive  with  treasure  £rom  Sout^ 
America,  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  give  orders 
to  the  respective  captains  and  commanders  of  all  his  Majesty's 
ships  and  vessels  under  your  command,  to  keep  a  vigilant  look; 
out,  and,  upon  falling  in  with  any  Spanish  sliips  or  vessck 
laden  with  naval  or  military  stores,  to  detain  them,  and  either 
to  send  or  bring  them  into  the  nearest  port  in  England,  tlnrr? 
to  remain  until  his  Majesty's  further  pleasure  shall  be  knoyvu 
respecting  them. 

You  arc  also  to  direct  the  said  officers,  that,  ^ipon  their 
bringing  or  sending  Into  port  any  Spanish  vessels  laden  vcith 
^val  or  military  storev  as  above  mf ntior.ed,  thc\'  transmit  ti> 
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our  secretary  for  our  informationj  an  account  of  their  hawig 
«o  done. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  25th  September  1804* 

(Signcd>        MELVtt,LE. 
J.COLPOYS. 
P.PATTON^ 

To  the  Honourable  Wm.  Cornwallis,  Admiral 

of  the  White>  &c.  &c.  &c.  off  Brest. 
By  Command  of  their  Lordships,  W.  M  ARSDEN. 

No.  26, 

Copy  of  an  Order  to  the  Senior  Officer  off  Cadiz,  dated  25tK 
September  1804. 

By  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  &c. 

IN  addition  to  our  Secretary's  letter  to  you  of  the  19th  in- 
stant, for  detaining  till  further  orders  the  ships  which  were 
expected  to  arrive  off  Cadiz,  loaded  with  treasure  from  South 
America;  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  upon  ^ling 
in  with  any  ships  or  vessels  laden  with  naval  or  military  stores^ 
to  detain  them  until  his  Majesty's  further  [Measure  shall  be 
known  respecting  them.  Given  under  our  hands,  the  25th 
September  1 804. 

J.  GAMBIER. 

J.COLPOYS. 

P.  PATION. 
To  the  Senior  Officer  of  his  Majesty's  Ships 

cruizing  off  Cadiz. 
By  command  of  their  Lordships,  W.  M  ARSDEN. 

No.  27.. 

Copy  of  an  Order  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, the  Leeward  Islands,  and  Jamaica,  dated  the  25th 

September  1804. 

By  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord 

High    Admiral  of  the   United  Kingdom  of  Great 

Britain  arid  Ireland,  &c. 

IN  adJjtion  to  our  Secretary's  letter  to  your  Lordship  of 

the  19th  instant,  directing  you  to  take  such  measures  of  prc- 
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taution  as  may  be  necessary  for  oppo$ij]g  or  counteracting  any 
hostile  attempts  of  the  Government  or  subjects  of  Spain,  and 
to  detain,  for  further  orders^  ships  having  treasure  on  board 
belonging  to  the  Spanish  Government;  your  Lordship  is 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  give  orders  to  the  respective 
captains  and  commanders  of  all  his  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels 
under  your  command^  to  keep  a  vigilant  look  out^  and  pa 
falling  in  with  any  Spanish  ships  or  vessels  laden  with  naval 
or  military  stores^  to  detain  them  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  loiown  respecting  them. 
Given  under  our  hands,  the  25th  September  1804. 

J.  GAMBIER. 

J.  COLPOYS. 

P.PATTON. 
Lord  Viscount  Nelson  K.  B.  Vice  Admiral 

of  the  White,  &c.  &c,  &c.  Mediterranean. 
By  command  of  their  Lordships,  W.  MARSDEN. 

Similar  order  to  Vice  Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  £  Bl 
Jamaica. 

Commodore  Sir  Samuel  Hood  K.  B«  Leeward  Islands. 

No.  28. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  William  Marsden  Esquire,  to  the  dif^ 
rerent  Commanders  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Ships,  on  the 
Subject  of  the  Detention  of  the  Spcn'sh  Vessels,  dated 
Admiralty-Office,  25th  November  1804.  . 

Sir, 

IT  appearing  that  some  misapprehension  has  been  enter* 
tained  with  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  precaution* 
ary  orders  issued  bv  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi<* 
ralty,  for  the  detention,  under  certain  circumstances,of  Spanish 
ships  of  war ;  I  have  it  in  command  from  their  Lordships,  ta 
signify  to  you,  that  you  are  not  to  detain,  in  the'  first  instance^ 
^y  ship  belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  sailing '  from  ^ 
port  of  Spain ;  but  you  are  to  require  the  commander  of  such 
ship  to  return  directly  to  the  port  from  whence  he  came,  and 
only  in  the  event  of  his  refusing  to  comply  with  such  requisU 
tion,  you  are  to  detain  and  send  him  to  Gibraltar  or  t<^ 
England. 

I  am  fitrther  commanded  to  signify  their  direction  to  yo^ 
not  to  detain  any  Spanish  homeward-bound  ship  of  war&  on* 
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k^  she  shalt.  have  treasure  on  boardi  nor  merchant  ships  of 
tbae  is&non«  however  laden,  on  any  account  whatever. 

I  am,  &c.        W.  MARSDEN. 

No*.  29. 

Hztroct  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Cochrane  to  WilUaai 

Marsden,  Esq.  dated  on  board   His  Majesty's  Ship   the 

Northumberland^  off  Ferrol,  dated  19th  August  1804. 

AS  they  (the  French  ships)  continue  to  receive  snppUes  of 

Hien  by  land  from  France,  I  conceived  it  my  duty  to  write  to 

the  Captain  General  of  this  province,  a  copy  of  which  letter  I 

ft«re  enclose,  together  with  his  Excellency's  answer,  from 

wImcK  their  Lordships  will  see  that  there  is  little  prospect  of  a 

stop  being  put  to  the  parties  of  French*  soldiers  and:  vameo 

passing  tlirough  the  country  to  join  their  ships  at  PerwxL 

•*  His  Majesty's  Ship  Northumberland,  ofTFerroI, 
**  dated  19th  Julv,  1804. 

•'  ,s;r, 

•*  f  THINK  it  proper  to  ncquaint  your  Excellency  that  the 
•*  French  Government  have  lately  sent  parties  of  soldiers 
••  across  Spain  from  Malaga,  in  order  to  reinforce  their 
•*  squadron  lying  at  the  Port  of  Ferrol  1  an4  that  they  ara 
•*  now  sending  detachments  of  seamen^  from  ten  to  fifteen 
^  in  each  party,  alpng  the  cojist,  from  Rochefort  and  Bay- 
•  onne,  for  the  same  purpose.  One  division  is  already  ar- 
••  rived  at  Ferrol,  and  another  was  at  Santander  on  the  1 2th 
**  curieiii» 

i*  i\3  4hc  conmenancing  such  proceedings  in  a  neutral  ^oun- 
•*  try  is  directly  contrai*y  fo  the  established  laws  of  nations,. 
•*  I  hope  I  have  only  to  make  jt  known  to  your  Excellency^ 
■•  to  induce  you  to  give  orders  to  stop  those  parties  of  men 
H  from  proceeding- to  Ferrol  through  the  province  under  your 
•*  Excellency  &  government ;  and  that  you  will  he  pleased  to 
•*  signify  this  requisition  of  mine  to  the  Governors  of  the 
"  provinces  between  this  and  the  frontiers  of  France,  that 
•f  due  measures  m;iy  be  taken  to  prevent  so  direct  a  breach  of 
"  neutrality.  I  |iavc  also  to  beg  that  your  Excellency  will 
"  be  pleased  to  lay  this  rcqucsjt  of  mine  before  his  Catholic 
**  Majesty's  Ministers  at  Madrid. 

^Ihave,  &c. 
uxj-  r^  •  "  A,  COCHR^VNE/? 

'     i  A    ^^^"*^"^'  ^^^  Francisco  Octaranco, 

•*  Captain  General  of  Galicia^  Corunna." 
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"  Sir,  "  Corunna^  2xst  Julyi  1804. 

**  I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instanti  re- 
**  lative  to  the  intelligence  which  you  have  received  respecting 
'<  the  detachment  of  certain  numbers  of  soldiers  and  sailors 
^'  being  sent  from  France  to  join  the  French  squadron  at 
«  Ferrol. 

**  As  I  have  but  very  recently  taken  on  me  the  command 
**  of  Captain  General,  I  can  only  at  present  say  to  your  Ex- 
*'  cellency,  that  I  will  take  precautions  necessary  in  such 
**  cases  whenever  they  may  happen,  and  act  according  to  the 
"  laws  of  neutrality,  which  it  is  my  wish  to  observe,  and 
**  which  are  expressly  recommdided  to  me  by  the  royal  or- 
**  ders  to  that  effect ;  and  by  this  post  I  have  communicated 
^  to  his  Catholic  Majesty's  Ministers  the  contents  of  yous 
**  letter  as  you  desire. 

"  I  have,  &c. 
«  FRANCISCO  OCTARANEO.'^ 
^*  To  his  Excellency  Rear  Admiral  Cochrane* 
&c.  &c.  &c." 

No.  30. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear  Admiral 
Cochrane  to  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  dated 
off  Ferrol,  3d  September,  1 804. 

I  ENCLOSE  a  report  just  made  'me  of  the  state  of  the 
Krench  squadron  at  Ferrol,  also  that  of  the  Spanish  ships. 
From  this,  and  other  circumstances,  I  am  led  to  believe,^that 
more  than  usual  exertions  are  noiy  making  to  complete  them 
for  sea. 

A  party  of  men  arrived  last  night  from  France,  and  many 
more  are  on  their  road*  Two  hundred  cannoniers  haw 
lately  joined. 

(Enclosure  in  No.  30.) 

List  of  the  Squadron  of  Spanish  Men  of  War  fitting  at 
Ferrol. 

Neptune,  of  74  guns. 
San  Augustin,  oi  74  guns. 
Monarca,  of  74  guns. 
Vengeance,  of  36  guns. 
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Fniesbo,  of  40  guns. 

Bmffula'storeskip. 

UrguiBO^  of  24  guns  (corvette). 

"  A  brig- 
Provisioned  for  three  months. 

.  Don  Caetano  Balder  cbminands  this  force. 

No.  31. 

Extract  of  a  Letto*  from  the  Honourable  Admiral  Cochrane 
to  William  Marsdehj  Esquire,  dated  off  Ferrol,  the  i  xtb 
September,  1804. 

BE  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admirdtyy  that,  ita  consequence  of  the  hostile  aspect  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  squadrons  at  Ferrol,  I  have  jud^ul  it 
right  to  detain  the  Illustrious.  There  does  not  remain  an^ 
doubt  that  the  intentions  of  the  French,  Spanbh,  and  Dutch 
ships  of  war  are  to  act  together,  and  as  three  first  rates  are 
expected  from  Cadi^,  their  Lordships  will  I  hope  approve  of 
my  concentrating  the  force  I  have  under  my  orders. 

No.  32* 

Sxtract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Cochrane  to  the 
Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  datfid  on  board  his 
Majest/s  Ship  the  Northumberland,  offFerrol,  the  21st 
Octob^,  18O4. 

THE  Spaqfth  ships  here  are  in  the  same  state  as  when  ( 
Wrote  kst/  I  now  inclo^  the  most  correct  list  that  can  be 
obtained  of  their 'situation,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that 
they  are  all  in  a  state  fit  for  service. ' 

A  List  of  all  the  Spanish  Ships  of  War  in  the  Port  of  Fcrrol, 
October,  1804. 

La  Conception,  of  120  guns,  in  good  order,  without 
masts ;  guns  all  on  board,  in  the  arsenal. 

La  Prince  of  Asturias,  of  j2o,  newly  repaired,  ditto. 

La  Mexicano,  of  120,  in  good  order,  ditto. 

La  St.  Fernando,  of  90,  an  old  ship  newly  repaired,  ditto. 

La  Ncptano,  of  84,  rigged,  and  in  good  order  in  the  ar- 
senal.— Complete.  ' 

I^Monarco,  of  74,  ditto. 

La  St.  Augustin,  of  74,  ditto— sails  fast-— old  ship— do. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


75 

La  St.  Juan  Nepanesceno,  of  74*  jiist  but  of  dock-— i& 
good  order. 

Ijai  Mantanes,  of  74,  in  good  order— ten  years  old. 

La  St.  YIdefonso,  of  74,  thirteen  yeirs  old. 

La  St.  FranciscOf  de  Asis,  of  74*  in  dock,  and  has  had  a 
thorough  repair. 

La  St.  Felino,  of  74,  sails  very  fast — old^  but  14  good 
order- 
La  St.  Fulgeheia,  of  64,  old,  but  in  good  order. 

La  Oriente,'  of  74,  ditto,  but  in  order  for  service* 

La  St,  Julian,  of  64,  ditto. 

La  Esmeralda,  of  44,  frigate.  T 

La  Flora, .  of  44,  ordered  to  be  docked  for  iinmediatfi 
service.  - 

La  Prueba,  of  44,  new— never  been  at  ^ea— completely 
ri^ed. 

£a  Vengenza,  of  40,  rigged  and  ready  for  sea* 

La  Diana,  of  40,  in  good  order — about  ten  years  old. 

La  Pila,  of  40,  in  good  order. 

In  the  arsenal,  there  are  sixteen  or  eighteen  gunboats, 
Carrying  a  long  24-pounder,  and  30  men  belonging  to  each. 
During  the  last  war  they  had  floating  batteriesi  carrying 
from  eight  to  ten  long  24*poundef6,  with  a  furnace  for  heat- 
ing shot.    One  of  them  lay  s(t  Sides  the  most  of  the  war* ' 

No.  33.  " 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Cochrane  to  the 
Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  dated  on  board  his 
Majesty's  Ship  the  Northumberland^  off  Ferrol,  the  25tl^ 
OaobcTi^  1804. 

THE  Spanish  line  of  battle  ships  are  in  a  state  so  as  to  be 
ready  in  a  few  days.  The  baking  of  biscuit  goes  on  $  all 
their  ove^s  are  at  work }  most  of  the  water  is  on  board ;  and 
the  ships  are  kept  in  a  more  immediate  state  for  service  than 
they  have  been  for  a  twjelvemonth  past. 

The  Duguaytrouin  will  be  out  ot  the  dry  dock  next  s^sg 
tide.  When  the  Redoutable  goes  in  the  Fougueux  is  nearly 
ready  to  come  out  of  the  bason.  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  they  have  now  a  sufficiency  of  men  for  four  of  tbeur  Un« 
of  battle  ships,  if  not  the  whole.  Parties  continue  to  arrivf 
from  France. 
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DECLARATION. 


FROM  the  moment  that  hoftilities  had  commenced*  br» 
tween  Great  Britain  and  France,  a  fufficient  ground  of  war 
igainft  Spain,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  neceilarily  foU 
lov^ed  from  the  treaty  of  St.  lldephoafo,  if  not  difclaimed 
by  Spain* 

That  treaty  iti  fa£t  identified  Spain  with  the  Republican 
Government  of  France*  by  a  virtual  acknowledgement  of 
unqualified  vailalage,  and  by  fpecific  ftipulations  of  uncon- 
ditional offence. 

Sy  the  aKicles  of  that  treaty,  Spain  covenanted  to  furnifli 
a  ftated  contingent  of  naval  and  military  force  for  the  profo- 
cution  of  any  war  in  which  the  .French  Republic  might 
think  proper  to  engage.  She  fpecifically  furrendcred  any 
right  or  pretenfion  to  enquire  into  the  nature,  origin^  or 
juflice  of  that  war.  She  ftipulated,  in  the  firfl  inflance,  a 
contingent  of  troops  and  fhips,  which,  of  Itfelf,  comprifed 
no  moderate  proportion  of  the  means  at  her  difpofal ;  but 
in  the  event  of  this  contingent  being  at  any  time  found  in- 
fufficient  for  the  purpofes  of  France,  fbe  further  bound  ber* 
felf  to  put  into  aftate  of  ad'ivity  the  utmoft  foice,  both  by 
fea  and  land,,  that  it  (hi)uld  be  in  her  power  to  colled.  She 
covenanted  that  this  force  (hould  be  at  thcdifpofal  of  France, 
to  be  employed  conjointly,  or  feparatcly,  foi'^the  annoy- 
ance of  the  common  enemy ;  thus  fubmitting  her  entire 
power  and  refources  to  be  ufed  as  the  inftruments  of  French 
ambition  and  aggreilion,  and  to  be  applied  in  whatever  pro* 
portion  France  might  think  proper,  for  the  avowed  purpofe 
of  endeavouring  to  fubvert  the  Government  and  deilroy 
the  national  exiflence  of  Great  Britain. 

'Hie  charafter  of  fu(4i  a  treaty  gave  Great  Britain  an  in- 
conteiUbie  right  to  declare  to  Spain,  that  unlefs  the  decid- 
ediy  renounced  tlie  treaty,  or  gave  alTurances  that  (he 
would  not  perform  the  obligations  of  it,  (he  would  not  be 
confidered  as  a  neutral  power. 

This  right,  however,  for  prudential  reafuns,  and  from 
motives  of  forbearance  and  tendernefs  towards  S^iain,  was 
not  exercifed  in  its  full  extent i  and  in  coalequence  of  af- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


furand??  of  a  pacifie^  difpoiinan  on  the  part  of  the  Spanilh 
Government,  his  Majefty  did  not,  in  the  firft  inftance,  in* 
fift  on  a  di(ltn£^  and  formal  renunciation  of  the  treaty*  if 
does  not  appear  that  any  exprefs  demand  of  fuccour  bad 
been  made  by  France  before  the  month  of  JiHy,  one  thou* 
fand  eight  hundred  and  three ;  and  on  the  firft  notificatiua 
of  the  war,  his  Majefty's  Minifter  at  Madrid  was  led  to  be* 
lieve,  in  consequence  of  commnnications  which  pafled  be- 
tween him  and  the  Spanifh  G«>vernment«  that  his  Cathohc 
Majefty  did  not  confider  himfelf  as  neceflartiy  bound  by  the 
mere  fact  of  the  exiftence  of  a  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  without  fubfequent  explanation  and  difcuffion» 
to  fulfil  the  ftipuiations  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildephonfo, 
though  the  articles  of  the  treaty  would  certainly  eive  rife  to 
a  very  different  interpretation.  In  tlie  month  ot  0£tober  a 
convention  was  ligned,  by  which  Spain  agreed  to  pay  to 
France  a  certain  sum  monthly  in  lieu  of  the  naval  and  miH* 
tary  fuccours  which  they  had  ftipulated  by  the  treaty  to  pro- 
vide, but  of  the  amount  orthis  fum,  or  of  the  nature  of  any 
other  ftipuiations  which  that  convention  might  contain*  no 
uffirial  information  whatever  was  given. 

It  was  immediately  ftated  by  his  Majefty's  Minifter  at 
Madrid  to  the  Spanifti  Government,  that  a  fubfidy  as  large 
as  that  which  they  were  fuppofed  to' have  engaged  to  pay  to' 
France,  far  exceeded  the  bounds  of  forbearance ;  that  it 
could  only  meet  with  a  temporary  connivance,  as  if  it  was 
continued,  it  might  prove  in  tidt  a  greater  injury  than 
any  oiher  hoftility.  In  reply  to  tliefe  remonftraoces,  it  was 
reprefenied  as  an  expedient  to  gain  time,  and  aftuiances 
were  given  which  were  confirmed  by  ciicumftances,^  which 
Came  to  his  Majefty's  knowledge  from  other  quarters,  tiiat 
the  difpoijtion  of  the  bpaniih  Government  would  induce 
them  to  extricate  themselves  from  this  engagement,  if  the 
courfe  of  events  fhould  admit  of  their  doing  lb  with  fafety. 

When  his  Majefty  hadhrft  reafon  to  believe  that  fuch  a 
convention  was  concluded,  he  directed  his  Minifter  at  Ma* 
drid  to  declare  that  his  forbearing  to  coniider  Sp^in  as  an 
enemy  niuft  depend  in  fome  degree  upon  the  amount  uf  the 
fuccours>  and  upon  her  maintaining  a  perfe£i  neutrality  in  aii 
other  refpeds ;  but  that  it  would  be  impofBble  for  him  to 
confider  a  permanent  payment,  to  the  amount  of  that  which 
was  ftated  to  have  been  in  agitation,  in  any  other  light  than 
as  a  direfl  fubiidy  of  war.  His  Majefty's  Knvoy  w.is  di- 
re£ted*  thereforCi  firft  to  proteft  againft  the  cunveniion,  as 
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ft  violation  pf  Aeutralilyi  ^ni  a  jufiifiable  caufe  ofwmr ;  k^ 
cotKUy,  to  declare,  that  our  abftaiDing  from  boftiiiiies  muft 
depend  upon  its  being  oaly  a  temporary  mearure,  and  that 
we  rouft  be  at  liberty  to  confkier  a  perfevcrance  in  it  as  a 
caufe  of  war ;  thirdly,  that  the  entrance  of  any  French 
troops  into  Spaiir  muft  be  refufed  ;  fourthly,  that  fmj  naval 
preparation  rouft  be  a  ^reat  caufe  of  jealoufy,  and  any  at- 
tempt to  give  naval  afGftance  to  France  an  immediate  caufe 
of  war ;  &lily,  that  the  Spanifh  ports  muft  remain  open  to 
our  commerce,  and  that  our  (hips  of  war  muft  have  equal 
treatment  with  thofe  of  France.     His  Majefty*a  Minifter 
was  aifo  inftruded,  if  any  French  troops  enteied  Spain,  or 
if  he  received  authentic  information  pf  any  naval  an^amenis 
preparing  for  the  affiftance  of  France,  to  leave  Madrid,  and 
to  give  immediate  notice  to  our  naval  commanders,  that 
they   might  proceed  to  hoftilities  without  the  delay  that 
might  be  occaiioned  by  a  reference  home. 
'    The  execution  of  thcfe  infiiuAions  produced  a  variety  of 
difcuiSona;  during  which  his  Majefty's  Minifter  told  Kfr. 
Cevallos,  in  anfwer  to  his  queftion,  Whether  a  continuance 
of  fuch  pecuniary  fuccours  to  France  would  be  confidered  us 
a  gix>un€[  of  war,  and  whether  he  was  authorized  to  declare 
it  ?  that  he  -was  fo  authorized,  and  that  war  would  be  the 
infallible  cgnfequence. 

It  was,  however,  ft  ill  thought  defirabie  by  b!^  Majefty  to 
protra£l,  if  poftible,  the  decifion  of  this  qucflion  ;  and  it 
was  tlierefbre  ftated  in  the  inftru£lions  to  his  Minifter  at 
Madrid,  that  as  the  fubfidy  was  reprefented  by  the  Spanifh 
Government  to  be  merely  a  temporary  meafuse,  bis  Ma- 
jefty  might  ftiil  continue  to  overlook  it  for  a  time  ;  but  that 
his  decifion  in  this  refpefl  muft  depend  upon  knowing  the 
precife  nature  of  all  the  ftipulations  between  Spain  and 
France,  and  upon  the  Spanilh  Government  being  deter* 
mined  to  caufe  their  neutrality  to  be  refpected  in  all  other 
particulars.  That  until  thefe  queftions  were  anfwered  in  a 
ilatisfafiory  manner,  and  the  convention  communicated  to 
him,  he  could  pi ve  no  pofitive  anlWer  whether  he  woul4 
make  the  pecuniary  fuccours  a  caufe  of  war  or  not. 

Before  the  receipt  of  thcfe  inftruAions,  dated  January  2U 
lti04,  the  report  of  fome  naval  armaments  in  the  ports  of 
Spain  had  occafioned  a  frefti  correfpondence  between  his 
Majefty's  Minifter  and  the  Spanifh  Government.  In  one  of 
the  notes  prefented  by  tlic  foVmer,  he  declares,  that  if  the 
King  was  forced  to  begin  a  war,  he  would  want  no  other  de- ' 
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icl9ta(ioi|  than  what  he  had  already  tnade.  The  anfvrers  of 
the  Spanifh  Goveronient  were  firft  of  an  evafive  oatute ;  his 
Majcfty's  Mtmfter  clofed  the  correfpondence  on  his  part  by 
a  note  delivered  on  the  18th  February,  in  which  he  declares 
that  all  further  forbearance  on  tlye  part  of  England  muft  de* 
pend  upon  the  cei!ation  of  all  naval  armaments*  and  a  pro* 
hibition  of  the  fale  of  prizes  in  their  ports ;  and  unlefs  thefe. 
poinrs  were  agreed  to  without  modification,  he  had  orders 
to  leave  Madrid.  On  the  fecond  of  thefe  points  a  fatisfac* 
tory  anfwer  was  given,  and  orders  iflbed  accordingly ;  on 
the  firft  a  reference  was  made  to  former  declarations.  To 
(he  queftion  about  difclofing  the  treaty  with  France  no  fatis- 
faftory  anfwer  was  ever  given.  As,  however,  no  naval  pre* 
paratiobs  appeared  to  be  proceeding  at  that  period  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  the  matter'  was  allowed  to  Remain  there  for 
a  time. 

In  the  month  of  July,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
four,  the  government  of  Spain  gave  ailurances  of  faithful 
and  fettled  neutrality,  and  difavowcd  any  orders  to  arm-  in 
tiieir  ports ;  yet  in  the  fubfequent  month,  when  thefe  alTur. 
ances  were  recent*  and  a  confident"  reliance  repofed  in 
them,  the  Britifli  Charge  d'AfFaires  received  advice  from 
the  Admiral  commanding  his  Majefty's  (hips  ofF  the  pdrt  of 
Ferrol,  that  reinforcements  of  (bidiers  and  failors  had  ar* 
rived  through  Spain  for  the  French  fleets  at  Toelon  and 
Ferrol.  On  this  intelligence  two  notes  were  prefented  to 
the  Spantfh  Minifters,  but  no  anfwer  was  received  to  either 
of  them.  Towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  Septemher,- 
information  was  received  in  London  from  the  Britifh  Ad- 
miral ftationed  ofF  Ferrol,  that  orders  had  actually  heen 
given  by  the  Court-  of  Madrid  for  arming,  without  lofs  of 
time,  at  that  port,  four  fhips  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  and 
other  fmaller  vcflels ;  that  (according  to  his  intelligence) 
fimilar  orders  had  been  given  at  Carthagena  and  Cadiz,  and 
particularlv  that  three  firft-rate  fhips  of  the  line  were  (|i- 
refted  to  fail  from  the  laft-mentioned  port ;  and  as  an  ad- 
ditional proof  of  hoftile  intentions,  that  orders  had  been 
given  to  arm  the  pacqueta  as  in  time  of  war. 

Here  then  appeared  a  direft  and  unequivocal  violation  of 
the  terms  on  which  the  continuance  of  peace  had'Seen  ac- 
quiefced  in ;  previous  notice  having  been  given  t6  the  Spa- 
nish Government,  that  a  ftale  of  war  woujd'be  the  imme- 
diate confequencc  of  fuch  a  mcafure,  hisMajefty  on  this 
event  ftood  almoft  pledged  to  an  inftaht  commencement  of 
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bo5i)ittes  i  ibc  Kiog  howcvfcr  preferred  a  pcrfcvcring  ad- 
herence to .  the  (vftenn  of  moderation  fo  congenial  to  his 
difpniition  :  He  refolved  to  leave  ftiti  an  opening  for  accom- 
modatJon,  if  Spdin  ihould  be  Aill  allowed  the  liberty  to 
adopt  the  courfe  preicribed  by  a  juft  fenfe  of  Tier  own  inte- 
refi&  and  fecmity.  tt  is  heie  worthy  of  remaik,  that  the 
groundlefs  and  ungrateful  im'^utations  thrown  out  againfl  his 
Majefty's  conduA  in  the  Spanifli  roanifcAo,  are  built  upon 
the  foundation  of  this  forbearance  alone.  Had  his  Majefty 
cxerciled,  without  rcfcrve,  his  juft  rights  of  war,  the  reprc- 
fentations  fo  falfeiy  aflerted,  and  fo  infidioufly  dwelt  upon, 
could  not  have  been  even  lUted  under  any  colourable  pre- 
text; The  indulgence*  therefore,  whigh  poftponed  the  aAual 
flate  of  war,  was  not  only  mii>eprefented,  but  transformed 
into  a  ground  of  complaint*  becaufe  the  forbearance  cz^ 
tended  to  the  aggreflbrs  was  not  carried  to  a  dangerous  and 
inadnniflible  extreme.  In  confequence  of  the  intelligence 
arbove-ftated,  dire^ions  were  fentto  his  Majefty's  Minifler 
at  Madrid,  to  make  reprefentations  and  remonitrances  to 
the  Spani(h  Couit,  to  demand  explanations  relative  to  the 
exifting  conventions  between  Spain  and  France;  and  above 
ail,  to  infift,  that  the  tiaval  armaments  in  their  ports  (bould 
be  placed  on  the  fame  footing  as  they  were  previoufly  to  the 
commencement  of  hollilities  between  Great  Britain  and 
France:  And  he  was  further  direfled  explicitly  to  ftate  to  the 
Spaniih  Government,  that  his  Majefty  felt  a  duty  impofed 
upon  him,  of  taking,  without  delay,  every  meafure  of  pre- 
caution \  andt  parliculai  ly.  of  giving  orders  to  his  Admiral 
off  tl)e  port  of  Ferrol  to  prevent  any  of  the  Spani(h  (hips 
of  war  failing  from  that  port,  or  any  addiiional  Ihips  of  war 
fiom  entering  it. 

No  Cubftantial  redrefs,  no  fatisfaSory  c:(planation,  was 
afforded  in  confequence  of  thefe  repeated  reprefentations; 
whillh  under  the  cover  of  his  Majefty*s  forbearance,  the 
tnemy  had  received  conliderable  remittances  of  treaflite, 
together  witli  the  facility  of  procuring  other  fupplies. 

Every  circumfiance  of  the  general  conduft  of  Spain  was 
peculiarly  calculated  to  excite  the  vigilant  attention  of  the 
lin'iiih  Government — the  removal  of  Spaniih  ihips  out  of 
their  docks,  to  make  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
men  of  war  of  1*  ranee — the  march  of  French  troops  and 
Teamen  thiough  the  Sprnifh  territory — the  equipment  of 
naval  armaments  ?t  Feirol — the  confideration  that  the  junc- 
CHin.  of  this  armament  with  the  French  Ihips  already  in  thar 
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h^our,  wotsid  create  a  decide^  fuperio^ity  pf  numbers 
Dyer  his  Majefty's  fquadron  cruizing  o^thaj  port*— the  ad-, 
ditional  naval  exertionsi^  and  the  confequent  increafe  of  ejc* 
pence  which  this  conduct  of  Spain  necedariiy  impofed  updti  . 
Great  Britain.  All  thefe  together  required  thofe  precau- 
tionS)  both  of  reprefentation  and  a£lion,  to  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  immediate  recourfe.  While  official  notice  was 
given  of  his  Majefty's  intention  to  adopt  thofe  necellary 
tneafures,  tl>e  Spanifb  Government  was  at  the  fame  time 
alfured,  that  his  Majefty  ftill  felt  an  earnefl  defire  to  main^ 
tain  a  good  underftanding  with  Spain  ;  but  that  the  conti<» 
nuance  of  fuch  a  ilate  of  things  mud  be  fubjeA  to  the  con-* 
dition  of  abftaining  on  their  part  from  all  hoftile  pcepara- 
tions,  and  on  making,  without  hefitation  or  referve,  that 
full  and  explicit  difclofurc  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
fubfifting  engagements  with  France,  which  had  hitherto 
been  fo  frequently  and  fo  fruitlefsly  demanded. 

The  precautions  adopted  by  his  Majesty  were  such  only  a& 
he  deemed  indispensably  necessary  to  guard  agains  the  aug- 
mentation by  Spain  of  her  means  of  naval  preparation  during 
the  discussion,  and  against  the  possible  consequences  of  the 
safe  arrival  of  the  expected  American  treasure  m  the  Spanish 
ports ;  an  event  which  has  more  than  once,  in  former  times, 
Decome^the  epoch  of  the  termination,  of  discussions,  and  of 
the  commencement  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

The  orders  issued  by  his  Majesty,  on  this  occasion,  to  the. 
admirals  commanding  his  fleets,  afford  the  most  striking  ex- 
ample of  a  scrupulous  and  indulgent  forbearance  ;  the  most 
strict  limitation  was  given,  as  to  the  extent. and  object  of  the 
measures  proposed ;  and  the  execution  of  those  orders  was 
guarded  with  the  strongest  injunctions  to  avoid,  by  every 
means  consistent  with  the  attainment  of  their  object,  any  act 
of  violence  or  hostility  against  the  dominions  or  subjects  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty.  The  hostile  preparations  in  the  harbour  of 
Ferrol  rendered  it  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  that  a  rein- 
forcement should  be  added  to  the  squadron  cruizing  off  that 
port ;  and  orders  were  at  the  same  time  conveyed  to  the  British 
admirals,  to  send  intimation  to  the  Spanish  Government 
of  the  instructions  they  had  received,  and  of  their  determi- 
lu^lon  in  consequence  to  resist,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances,  the  sailing  either  of  the  French  or  opanish  fleiets,  if 
•ny  attempt  for  that  purpose  should  be  made  by  cither  of  ' 
t&em. 
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His  M^ty's  pleasure  wa|  at  the  same  time  signiiicdf  that 
they  were  not  to  detain,  in  the  first  instances  any  ship  be- 
longing to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  sailing  from  a  port  of  Spain; 
but  to  require  the  commander  of  such  ship  to  return  directl^r 
to  the  port  frdm  whence  she  came,  and  only,  in  the  event 
of  his  refusing  to  comply  with  such  requisition;  to  detain  and 
aend  her  to  (Gibraltar  or  to  England. 

Further  directions  were  given  not  to  detain  any  Spanish 
hoipeward-bound  ships  of  war,  unless  they  should  have  trea- 
sure on  board  nor  merchant  sliips  of  that  nation,  however 
laden,  on  any  account  whatsoever.  That,  in  .the  prosecu- 
tion of  those  measures  of  precaution,  many  valuable  lives 
should  have  been  sacrificed,  is  a  subject  of  much  regret  to 
his  Majesty,  who  laments  it  as  an  event  produced  alone  by 
an  unhappy  concurrence  of  circumstances,  but  which  can  in 
no  degree  affect  the  merits  of  the  case.  The  question  of  the 
just  principle  and  due  exercise  of  his  Majesty's  right,  rests 
upon  every  foundation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations^ 
which  enjoin  and  justify  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
are  requisite  for  defence  and  the  prevention  of  aggression. 

It  remains  only  further  to  observe,  that  if  any  additional 
proof  were  requisite  of  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  pre- 
cautionary measures,  that  proof  would  be  found  even  in  the 
declaration  relied  upon  in  the  manifesto  of  Spain,  in  which 
its  government  now  states  itself  to  have  contemplated  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  necessity  of  making  itself  a 
party  to  it,  ia  support  of  the  pretensions  of  France,  expressly 
declaring,  that  "  Spain  and  Holland,  who  treated  conjointly 
with  France  at  Amiens,  and  whose  interests  and  political  re- 
lations were  so  closely  connected  with  her,  must  have  with 
difHculty  refrained  from  taking  part  against  the  injuries  and 
insults  offered  to  their  ally.'' 

It  will  further  appear,  by  a  reference  to  the  dates  and  re- 
sults of  the  several  representations  made  by  his  Majesty's 
Charge  d'Affaircs  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  that  the  detention 
of  the  Spanish  treasure  ships  never  was  in  question  during 
the  discussions  which  preceded  his  departure  from  Madrid. 
That  ground  of  complaint  therefore,  which  has  since  been  so 
much  relied  upon,  formed  nO  part  of  the  motive  of  the  pre- 
vious hostile  character  so  strongly  manifested  by  the  Spanish 
Court  in  their  mode  of  treating  the  points  in  discussiou,  nor 
fas  will  appear  in  the  sequel)  of  the  linal  rupture  of  the  ar* 
gociation  at  Madrid. 
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On  the  twcnty-skth  of  October  one  thoufiaod  eight  hun- 
dred and  four,  bis  Majesty's  Charge  d'Affaircs  presented  a 
note  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  ;n  which  the  following  condi* 
tions  were  insisted  xipon,  as  preliminary  to  the  appointment 
of  a  minister  from  Great  Britain,  who  might  treat  of  the  ad- 
justment of  other  matters  which  remained  for  discussibn. 
The  conditions  were  three :  First,  that  the  orders  given  jit 
Ferrol,  Cadiz,  and  Carthagena,  should  be  countermanded,  as 
well  for  the  equipment  of  ships  of  war  in  any  of  those  ports^ 
as  for  their  removal  from  one  of  those  ports  to  another. 
Secondly,  that  not  only  the  present  armaments  should  be 
discontinued,  but  that  the  establishment  of  ships  of  war  in 
the  different  ports  should  be  replaced  on  the  footing. oq 
which  they  stood  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  be- 
tween England  and  France.  Thirdly,  that  full  disclosure 
should  be  made  of  the  existing  engagements,  and  of  the  fu« 
ture  intentions  of  Spain  with  respect  to  France.  From  the 
period  abovcmentioned  to  the  second  of  November,  several 
official  notes  passed  between  his  Majesty's  Charge  d' Affaires 
and  the  Spanish  Minister,  consisting,  with  little  variation 
in  their  tenor,  of  urgent  demands  of  satisfaction  on  the  one 
side,  and  of  evasive  and  unsatisfactory  replies  on  the  other. 
After  repeated  delays  and  reiterated  applications,  his  Ma« 
jesty'sChargc  d' Af&ires  received  his  passports  on  the  seventh 
of  November,  and  departed  from  Madrid  od  the  fourteenth 
of  that  month.  During  the  whole  of  tliis  negotiation,  jio 
mention  was  made  of  the  detention  of  the  Spanish  treasure 
ihips,  nor  does  it  any  where  appear  that  an  account  had  been 
received  at  Madrid  of  that  transaction.  It  is  evidrnt,  there- 
fore, notwithstanding  the  attempt  made  by  the  Sj^anisli 
Court  to  avail  itself  of  that  event,  in  the  manifesto  which 
has  been  since  published,  that  the  state  of  war  mfist  equally 
have  arisen  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  had  the  de- 
tention never  taken  place,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
rupture  ultimately  took  place  upon  groupds  distinct  froci» 
and  totally  unconnected  with  that  measure. 

The  leading  circumstances  which  characterize  the  re- 
iterated al'use  of  his  Majesty's  modeiration,  were  each  of 
them  of  a  nature  to  have  exhausted  any  less  settled  system  of 
lenity  and  forbearance.  Succours  afforded  to  his  enemies  i 
explanations  refused  or  evaded,  after  repeated  demands; 
conditions  violated,  after  distinct  notice  that  on  them  de- 
pended the  continusuice  of  peac^i     Such  has  been  the  con- 
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iuct  of  the  SpanLsJi  Court ;  and  it  i^  under  these  drcmn'* 
stances,  that  hi^  Majesty  finds  the  domineering  influence  of 
J^rance  exerted,  and  the  Spanish,  nation  in  a  state  of  declared 
and  open  war. 

His  Majesty  appeals  with  confidence  to  all  Europe  for  the 
acknowledgment  of  his  exemplary  moderation  in  the  whole 
course  of  these  transactions.  His  Majesty  feels  with  regret 
the  necessity  which  places,  him  in  a  state  of  hostility  with 
Spain  ;  and  \f ould  with  heart-felt  satisfaction  observe,  on 
the  part  of  that  country,  the  assumption  of  a  more  dignified 
sense  of  national  importance,  and  a  more  independent  exer- 
cise of  sovereign  rights. 

His  Majesty  would  indeed  be  most  happy  to  discover  in 
the  councils  of  Spain  a  reviving  sense  of  those  ancient  feel- 
ings and  honourable  propensities  which  have  at  all  times 
bbeen  so  congenial  to  the  Spanish  character,  and  which,  in 
better  times  have  marked  the  conduct  of  its  government.  His 
Wajcsty  will,  on  his  part,  eagerly  embrace  the  first  opportu- 
nity, tlnis  offered,  of  resuming  a  state  of  peace  and  confi- 
dence with  a  nation  which  has  so  many  ties  of  common  inte- 
rest to  connect  it  with  Great  Britain,  and  which  he  ha$ 
hitherto  been  ever  disposed  to  regard  with  sentiments  of  the 
utmost  consideration  and  esteem. 
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PART    II. 


No.  1. 

^tract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  £squire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  lotk  June>  1803. — Received  ~ 
3i5t  July, 

IT  is  possi,ble  that  the  enclosed  intelligence  may  have  al<* 
ready  reached  you  through  Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald. 

On  questioning  the  Prince  of  Peace,  he  declared  that  the 
King  had  made  repeated .  instances  to  be  informed  of  the  as- 
semblage of  such  a  body  of  troops,'  but  that  no  explanation 
had  be^n  obtained.  This  certamly  does  not  appear  very  pro- 
bable I  but  it  is  a  hcty  that  this  Government  are  treated  with 
great  neglect  on  the  subject  of  Portugal,  and  are  kept  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  object  of  the  correspondence  which  has  been 
passing  with  such  activity  between  ^enetals  Boumonville  and 
Lannes.    ^ 

M.  Cev^Uos,  when  I  mentioned  to  him  the  intelligence 
which  I  had  received,  said  that  he  had  received  the  same,  but 
that  later  intelligence  had  persuaded  him  that  the  assemblage 
would  not  be  so  great  or  so  inimediate ;  and  1  yesterday  re- 
ceived a  report  agreeing  with  this  latter  opinion. 

(Enclosure  in  No.  i.) 

Extract  of  Intelligence  from  Bayonne,  dated  30th  May. 

I  HAVE  already  mentioned  to  you  the  arrival  of  some 
troops  at  this  place;  two  other  brigades  are  expected  the  13 
Floreal  (2d  June),  the  77th  and  the  24th.  There  will  be,  in- 
dependently of  the  two  divisions  of  25,000  men  each,  intended 
for  the  conquest  of  Portugal,  a  body  of  reserve  of  I2,oco. 
The  camp. is  already  marked  out  at  Bidard,  (a  league  and  a 
half  from  hence.)  I  believe  I  have  already  told  you  that  one 
of  these  divisions  will  march  by  Perpignan,  and  the  other  by 
Bayonne.  Thirty-seven  thousand  men  are  therefore  expected 
here;  but  as  I  have  just  said,  the  12,000  of  reserve  only  will 
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rcmafn.  The  army  will  afterwards  march  into  Spain.  TBc 
cmnmand  of  it  is  provisionally  given  to  General  Cara  St.  Cyr, 
a  relation,  I  fancy,  of  him  who  was  Ambassador  at  Madrid- 
General  La  Marque  is  intrusted  with  the  organization  of  these 
troops. 

8th  June. 

There  is  for  the  present  nothing  new,  or  at  least  very  in- 
teresting. The  arrival  of  some  battalions,  and  of  a  regiment 
of  chasseurs  cavalry ;  the  24th,  that  which  in  the  last  war 
served  the  campaign  of  Portugal ;  they  are  tolerably  well 
mounted,  but  badW  equipped,  or  rather  badly  clothed.  We 
are  now  assured,  that  the  army  which  is  coming  here  will  not 
exceed  5  or  6,000  men,  although  it  is  still  reported  that  it 
will  be  augmented  to  40,000.  I  believe  it,  for  I  do  not  sec 
that  the  Government  has  so  large  a  disposable  force. 

No.  2. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury>  dated  Madrid,  6th  July  1803. — Received  3d 
August. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship*9 
dispatch  of  the  ad  ultimo,  and^  i  have  great  satisfaction  in  re- 
fleeting  that  the  last  which  your  Lovdship  will  have  received 
from  me  will  shew  that  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  con- 
form my  conduct  to  the  general  spirit  and  tendency  of  the 
instructions  which  your  Lordship  had  laid  down  for  my  guid- 
anffb. 

The  present  state  of  things  is  one  which  it  is  not  very  easy 
to  define.  The  Prince  of  Seslce  has  not  yet  thought  proper 
to  commit  himself  by  any  distinct  proposals  upon  the  subject 
of  obtaining  a  guarantee  for  that  neutrality  which  this  country 
professes  itself  to  have  adopted ;  at  the  same  time  there  is  an 
evident  increase  in  the  ill-humour  of  the  French  Ambassador^ 
and  some  serious  altercations  have  passed  between  him  and  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  Upon  my  making  some  enquiries  upon  the 
subject  of  the  French  rassemblenjent  at  Bayonne,  upon  whicli 
he  had  befofc  demanded  an  explanation  of  the  French  Am- 
bassador, as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  loth  ultimo^  he 
told  me  that  he  at  last  declared  to  him  that  if  an  army  was, 
collected  there,  he  should  establish  a  superior  force  in  cac)[> 
opposite  to  them.  Some  few  days  since  General  Bournonvillc 
declared  that  the  French  army  was  dispersed  into  cantonments^ 
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:9Bd.the  orders «for  joining  it'  coyntermanded^  and  insisted 
against  the  establishment  o?  a  Spanish  camp.  The  Prince  of 
Peace,  however,  told  him  that  it  could  still  be  adhered  to  as  a 
jneasure  of  precaution  He  has  said  likewise  that  if  the 
French  attempted  to  fcH*c(i  a  passage  he  would  raise  an  army, 
and  that  the  King  would  put  hinaself  at  the  head  of  it  to  op* 
j)ose  them. 

When  I  last  called  upon  hun,  after  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordship's  dispatch,  I  told  him,  that  though.  I  had  already  ex- 
plained to  him  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty  respecting  Por- 
tugal, yet  that  I  had  received  such  positive  instructions  froin 
jour  Lordship  upon  die  subject^  that  I  xould  not  forbear  re- 
peating the  same  declaration  in  a  more  formal  manner,  .  To 
thb  he  answered,  that  he  believed  that  the  differences  between 
France  and  Portugal  were  in  a  train  of  being  settled,  but  that 
ithrs  country  would  still  continue  its  preparations,  and  that  h« 
had  given  orders  for  twelve  regiments  of  militia  to  be  assembled, 
to  form  part  of  a  camp  in  Castile. 

It  $i>puld  seem  singular,  and  even  suspicious,  that  while 
language  of  this  kind  is  passing,  no  positive  declaration  should  . 
be  TOide  to  Gre^t  Britain,  npr  any  distinct.statement  made  of 
the  means  which  might  be  necessary,  and  which  they  migh^ 
expect  .Gf eat  Britain  to  contribute  in  vindication  of  their 
neutrality,  if  attempted  to  be  violated.  It  is,  however,  re- 
xnarkable,  that  many  Spaniards  with,  whom  I  have  conversed, 
and  who  were  ardently,  desirous  of  an  alliance  against  France^ 
hare  never  seenied  to  look  for,  any  assistance  from  England 
beyond  her  co-operation;  and  the  various  symptoms  of  ill- 
hu(nour  on  the  part  of  the  French  Minister  are  evidently  real 
and  unaffected ;  at  the  saxAe  time  the  attentions  of  their  Ma- 
jesties are  .marked  to  the  Portuguese  Minister  and  myself  in  a 
mapner  which  has  excited  general  observation. 

The  Kjing  has  been  much  irritated^  in  addition  to  the  former 
provocations  from  France,  by  the  violence  which  has  been 
offered  to  the  independence  and  neutrality  of  Tuscany  5  and 
both  their  Majesties  have  been  sincerely  and  deeply  aff'ectcd 
by  the  death  of  the  King  of  Etruria. 

The  disposition  of  the  people  has  been  always  favourable  to 
England,  and  has  been  much  more  so  of  late  \  and  even  among 
those  classes  whose  politics  are  not  so  spirited  or  so  generous 
as  those  of  the  mob,  there  is  a  great  disposition  to  take  part 
decidedly  with  us,  and  this  is  only  checked  by  the*apprehen- 
^ion  of  our  being  perfectly  cut  off  from  contin^ital  alliances^ 
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^d  that  thereifore  the  whole  brunt  of  the  wir  would  fall  oa 
Spain. 

The  common  people  are  persuaded  that  there  is  a  secxrt 
understanding  ^ith  England,  and  that  when  Spain  is  cooi- 
pletely  armed,  the  two  powers  are  to  fall  jointly  upon  France; 
they  add  several  particulars  of  the  supposed  treaty,  and  arc 
universally  delighted  with  the  prospect. 

No.  3. 

l^xtract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  7th  July,  1803. — Received  3d 

August. 

BEF0R£  I  had  finished  the  preceding  dispatch,  I  was  called 
nway  to  the  usual  audience  which  M.  Cevallos  gives  to  foreign 
ministers  on  Wednesday  night.  I  then  learned  that  intelH- 
gence  had  arrived  of  his  Majesty's  Government  having  ac- 
cepted the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  M.  Cevallos 
fomMunicated  the  intelligence  to  me.  If e  expressed  his  wish 
for  general  tranquillity ;  that  it  was  above  all  things  his  Ma- 
jesty's desire  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  and  harmony 
with  England;  that  war  was  no  advantage  to  any  power, 
though  it  might  serve  to  enrich  our  sailors  \  that  conunerce 
was  mc  true  interest  of  the  two  nations.  I  replied,  that  the 
sentiments  of  England  were  the  same  5  and  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  had  given  a  fair  proof  of  them  in  abstaining  frnn 
the  detention  of  the  ^Spanish  vessels  at  a  moment  so,  critical  as 
^hat  of  the  arrival  of  ^1  their  specie,  and  under  circumstances 
which  would  have  perfectly  justified  such  a  measure ;  bat 
^hat  his  Majesty  wished  rather  to  trust  to  the  honour  axKi  ge« 
nerous  feeHngs  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  persuaded  that  what* 
ever  appeared  ambiguous  or  doubtfiil  was  the  eSect  of  div 
cumstances,  and  not  of  any  unfriendly  inclination.  He  an« 
swered  with  more  feeling  and  openness  than  I  cxpecte4>  that 
his  Catholic  Majesty  was  fiilly  sensible  of  the  confidence  and 
generosity  of  his  Majesty,  and  desirous  of  cultivating  the  best 
understanding  with  his  Government. 

Upon  the  whole,  considering  the  disposition  at  present 
existing  here,  I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  extremely  favourable, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  will  require  great  attendon  and  ma- 
nagement to  maintain  it  for  any  length  of  time  upon  its  pre* 
sent  footing.     ^  .      4r    •        ♦ 

|t  is  to  be  considered  that  ^  degree  of  irriution  equal  t# 
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what  exists  at  present  has  existed  on  fonner  occasionsi  but  hat 
as  often  subsided ;  and  the  Government,  for  want  of  encou- 
ragegient  or  opportunity,  and  the  absence  of  immediate  jpro- 
▼ocation,  have  again  relapsed  to  their  old  habit  of  acquiescence. 
The  degree  of  provocation  which  has  been- given  in.  the  pre- 
sent instance,  and  accumulated  in  so  short  a  space  of  time  as 
the  afiair  of  Louisiana,  Etruria,  and  Naples,  is  not  likely  to 
irecur  again,  llie  feeling  of  resentihent'against  France,  there* 
fore,  will  probably  grow  weaker,,  and  the  present  disposition 
be  materially  altered,  unless  it  is  kept  up  on  the  part  of  £ng« 
land  by  marked  and  particular  attention  to  this  Court  and  its 
Minister. 

Extract  qf  a  Dispatch  from  J*  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  aist  July,  1803. — Received 
28th  August. 

My  Lord, 

I  TAKE  adv^mtage  of  a  private  conveyance,  to  inform  your 
Lordship  of  the  little  which  has  occurred  since  the  date  of  my 
last. 

In  an  interview  which  I  had  some  few  days  ago  with  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  I  returned  to  the  subject  of  the  situation  in 
which  this  country  stood.  He  told  me  that  it  was^  his  Catholic 
Majesty's  intention  to  ofier  his  mediation,  and  that  the  offer 
Vrould  be  made  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  his  Majesty.  I  an- 
swered with  expressions  of  great  respect  for  the  mediation  of 
this  court,  and  satisfaction  at  the  form  in  which  it  was  intend- 
ed to  be  proposed ;  but  suggested  the  propriety  of  departing 
from  their  usual  system  of  gaining  time,  and  endeavouring,  on 
the  contrary,  to  hasten  this  step,  so  that  it  might  be  connected 
with  the  mediation  of  Russia.  I  did  not,  however,  find  him 
disposed  to  agree  with  me  in  my  opinion  upon  this  point ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  said,  that  the  chief  object  of  this  measure 
was  to  gain  time. 

I  ought  to  mention  to  your  Lordship  a  circumstance  which 
I  cannot  well  account  for.  The  Prince  of  Peace  has  repeat- 
edly declared,  that  though  some  overtures  have  been  made  by 
^he  French  Government  upon  the  subject  of  the  contingentf 
yet  that  no  distinct  demand  has  been  made. 
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No.  5. 

^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frcrc,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid>  5th  August,  1803. — Re- 
ceived 1 2th  September. 

I  TAKE  advantage  of  a  courier  whom  Mr.  Frcrc  is  noir 
dispatching,  to  inform  your  Lord&hip  of  the  subjea  of  a  very 
important  conversation  which  I  had  this  morning  with  the 
Prince  of  Peace ;r  ^nd  which  amounted-  in  substance  to  a  dc* 
claration,  that  the  demands  and  menaces  of  France  had  be- 
come so  urgent,  as  to  leave  them  no  alternative  between 
immediate  compliance  and  a  declaration  of  war.  He  endea- 
voured to  shew  me  that  tJiey.  had  made  every  proposition 
>irhi<;h  could  be  thought  of,  to  avert  such  an  extremity,  that 
they  had  even  proposed  to  estimate  the  full  expence  of  the 
contingent  which  was  demanded  of  them  by  France,  and  to 
pay  it  to  that  Government  as  the  price  of  their  neutrality. 
This  had  been  refused,  and  a  demand  made  in  return,  of 
twenty-four  millions  per  month.  To  this  outrageous  pro- 
posal an  answer  has  bcef^  returned,  that,  all  things  considered^ 
it  would  be  more  practicable  and  less  ruinous  to  abide  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  and  to  furnish  the  contingent.  He  then 
applied  himself  to  prove  to  me,  that  if  they  were  forced  to  a 
measure  df  this  kind,  and  to  a  nominal  declaration  of  war 
against  Great  Britain,  it  ought  not  to  make  any  difference  in 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries,  or  in  the  good  under^ 
Standing  between  them.  To  this  I  answered*  that  1  was 
sorry  I  could  not  give  the  kind  of  answer  which  he  might 
expect;  that  it  was  my  duty  to  be  frank  with  him;  and  that, 
without  giving  any  opinion  of  my  own  on  the  propriety  of 
continuinjT  the  system  of.  forbearance,  which  in  the  two  last 
wars  had  bdcn  used  with  xejpect  to  Spain,  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  flatter  him  with  a  prospect  of  its  continuance;  that 
as  nothing  had  been  gained  by  so  long  a  perseverance  in  this 
system,  it  was  natural  to  expect  that  it  would  be  renounced 
by  Great  Britain. 

Haying  your  Lordship's  last  Instructions  upon  the  subject 
ef  the  contingent  present  to  my  mind,  I  did  not  enter  fur- 
ther into  the  disc^ission,  though  I  was  persuaded  that  what  I 
dM  venture  to  say  produced  a  strong  impression,  and  will 
incline  the  Prince  to  use  every  possible  endeavour,  is  tc  as- 
sured me  that  he  would  do,  to  divert  the  French  Govcrn- 
incnt  from  the  ptu-suit  of  their  present  demands- 
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No.  G. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  FrerC)  j&quire,  to  Lord 
Hawk€sbiiry»  dated  Madrid)  15th  Auguit,  iSoj. — ^Re- 
ceived aoth  September. 

I  TAKE  advantage  of  the  passage  of  a  courier  from  Mr. 
Souza  at  Paris,  whom  Mr.  Frere  has  detained  for  a  few  hours. 

Two  days  after  the  date  of  my  last,  I  called  upon  the  Prmcc 
of  Peace,  in  ord^r  to  take  leave. of  him  before  he  set  off  for 
St.  Ildefonso.  I  found  him  in  a  tei^p^  and  tone  so  different 
from  that  of  our  last  conference,  that  I  ventured  to  ask  him 
what  could  have  passed  to  have  made  such  an  alteration  in  so 
short  an  interval?  He  said  that  the  day  before  he  had  had  a 
Idng  conversation  with  the  French  Ambassador,  and  that  he 
had  spoken  to  him  in  a  tone  which  had  'had  its  weight.  It 
is  certain  that  this  conference  had  been  a  very  long  and  a  very 
warm  one;  and  the  Ambassador  came  away  with  evident 
marks  of  discoment  arid  ill-humour.  It  is  certain  that,  since 
this  conversation  and  the  arrival  of  some  couriers  who  were 
supposed  to  bring  very  important  dispatches^  he  has  very 
much  changed  his  tone,  and  has  even  said  to  several  persons^ 
Who  he  intended  should  repeat  his  conversation  to  me,  that 
he  was  s6rry  that  the  English  Minister  appeared  to  give  him- 
seff  so  much  uneasiness ;  that  in  fact  there  was  no  ground  for 
it^  and  that  thert  was  not  aiiy  disposition  on  the  part  of  , 
France  to  make  Sf«in  a  party  in  the  war. 

The  present  report,  which  I  have  not  the  means  to  verify 
before  the  departure  of  this  courier,  but  which  comes  to  mc 
from  good  authority,  is,  that  the  French  Government  have 
successively  reduced  their  demand  to  an  hundred  million  of 
rials,  or  one  million  sterling,  and  since  to  seventy-two  miU 
Hon;  and  that  the  present  offer  of  the  Spanish  Govemlhent  is 
'  sixty  million.  Or  six  hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  as 
an  annual  subsidy  in  lieu  of  their  contingent. 

No.  7. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from*  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Escurial,  pth  October,  i8o3.-**Rc«- 
ceived  9th  November. 

I  HAVE  to  announce  to  yotir  Lordship  the  conclusion  of 
the  negotiation  between  this  country  and  France,  agreeabjiy  to 
the  conjectureVhich  I  stated  in  my  last  report  to  your  Lord- 
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sliip  upon  the  subject;  namelj,  that,  for  the  present  moment, 
the  difierence  would  be  patched  up  with  money;  and  that  it 
can  only  be  for^  the  present  moment,  your  Lordship  wUt 
easily  conceive  f^on^  thd  exorbitance  of  the  sum,  which  is  do 
less  than  six  millions  df  litres  a  month;  si  sacrifice  beyond  the 
ability  of  Spain  to  furnish,  and,  as  I  have  distinctly  explained 
to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  far  exceeding  the  limits  of  any  thing 
but  a  mere  temporary  connivance  on  the  part  of  England. 

On  the  3x1  instant,  M.  Herman  arrived  from  Paris,  and  the 
«ame  evening  had  a  confefence  with  the  Prince  of  Peace  at  this 
Sitio.  The  next  day,  there  tiras  a  second  conference;  at 
which  M.  Cevallos  was  present*  And  on  the  following  day, 
the  rrince  of  Peace  sent  to  acquaint  me  that  every  thing  was 
settled ;  that  they  had  made  every  sacrifice  to  preserve  their 
neutrality;  and  that  they  had  finally  consented  to  pay  six 
millions  of  livres  a  month. 

The  terms,  it  seems,  which  M.  Herman  had  been  instructed 
to  demand,  included  the  payment  of  arrears  pretended  to  be 
due  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  at  this  same  rate,  toge- 
ther with  a  payment  in  advance,  the  amount  of  which  I  could 
not  learn.  The  result  of  these-  conferences  was,  to  reduce 
them  simply  to  the  monthly  payment  of  six  millions  of  livres. 
Upon  M.  Herman's  return  to  Madrid,  General  Boumonvillc 
set  off  himself  for  the  Sitio.  He  had  two  successive  confe- 
rences with  the  Prinee  of  Peace;  which  terminated  in  obtain- 
ing some  further  addition  to  the  terms  which  had  been  ex- 
torted by  M.  Hennan,  the  exact  nature  of  which  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  learn.  When  I  pres^  the  Prince  of  Peace 
upon  the  subject  of  the  treaty,  he  said  that  there  was  nothing 
but  an  additional  article  about  the  transit  of  French  woollens 
to  Portugal.  I  then  asked  what  security  was  obtained  for  that 
^  countnr;  he  said  that  was  settled:  Portugal  was  to  pay  a  mil- 
lion of^ livres  a  month;  that  the  demand  upon  Spain  was  ex- 
travagant in  comfparison ;  and  that  had  been  made  so,  he  be- 
lieved^ with  a  .view  of  a  future  ground  of  quarrd,  in  cas« 
they  should  find  themselves  unable  to  fulfil  the  eng^^emenit 
which  they  had  been  forced  to  enter  into.  He  said,  however, 
that  orders  had  been  sent  to  M.  Azara  to  sign  a  treaty;  and 
that  they  should  think  no  price  too  great  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  neutrality;  andhe  added  something,  which  implied  a 
presumption  that  such  a  neutrality  might  continue  through 
the  war.  I  interrupted,*  and  reminded  him  of  what  I  had 
,pid  on  a  former  occasion  011  the  same  subject,,  that  I  thought 
It  possible  that  Gr^t  Britain  might  connive  at  a  trifiing  sacn- 
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ficct  stich  as  that  which  vm  exacted  from  Portugal,  or  even 
ins  the  present}  if  considered  merely  as  a  temporary  measure^ 
and  intended  to  give  time  till  the  disposition  of  the  great  pow- 
ers of  Europe  should  be  more  decidedly  known,  and  till  those 
powers  themselves  should  be  acquainted  with  the  circumstan- 
ces a^  situation  of  the  country.  He  asked,  how  was  it  pos- 
sible for  Spain  to  act  otherwise?  That  their  conduct  was  the 
efi«ct  of  their  weakness,,  and  not  of  any  real  hostility  to  Eng^^^ 
land.  I  admitted  it;  but  added,  that  the  effects  were  the 
same:  that  a  subsidy,  such  as  they  were  about  to  grant,  was 
Ik  much  greater  injury  to  the  interests  of  England  than  any  that 
could  be  apprehended  from  their  hostility.  He  admitted 
this;  but  pleaded  the  utter  impossibility  of  resistance,  and 
the  necessity  of  submitting  to  demands  which  were  backed  by 
socH  a  force.  I  said,  that  I  hoped  that  these  considerations 
would  induce  England  to  forbear  for  ^  time,  and  that  I  would 
most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  him  to  look  to  something  be- 
yond the  present)  which  could  serve  as  nothing  but  a  tempo- 
rary expedient. 

No.  8. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  John  Hookham  Frerc,  Esquire^ 
to  Lord  HaWkesbury,  dated  Escurial,  9th  Oaober,  1 803.--^ 
Received  pth  November. 

^  I  HAVE  reserved  for  a  separate  dispatch,  some  particulars 
Which  may  perhaps  appear  interesting  to  your  Lordship,  with 
a  view  to  forming  a  jud^ent  respecting  the  measures  to  be 
pursued  by  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  those  which 
have  been  adopted  by  this  court  in  their  present  emergency  ; 
and  I  mention  them  the  rather  as  they  may  perhaps  appear  . 
necessary  to  justify  my  remaining  here,  which  I  have  deter- 
mined to  do  till  such  time  as  I  can  receive  instructions  from 
home.  Your  Lordship  may  rest  assured  that  the  compliance 
o^the  Spanish  Government  is  the  effect  of  fear  and  constraint  | 
and  that  fear  is  nothing  less  than  the  apprehension,  by  no 
means  an  exaggerated  one,  of  seeing  a  French  army  at  Ma- 
dridt  before  there  could  be  any  possibility  of  their  receiving 
support  or  assistance  from  abroad.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  knowing  the  character  of  this  Government,  it 
will  not  appear  extraordinary  to  your  Lordship,  tliat  they 
should  have  preferred  a  remote  danger  to  one  which  was 
pressing  and  immediate.  At  the  same  time  I  cm  venture  to 
$dyt  that  there  never  was  a  time  in  which  the  British  Govern- 
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ment  or  the  British  natiba  were  more  popular  liere;  not  ooly . 
with  the  couxilTj'  in*  general,  bnt  with  the  court*  with  the 
pcraon  in  power,  and  with  the  royal  family;  and  it  is  but 
doing  them  justice  to  iay»  that  therlibcrality  and  generosity  of 
his.  Majesty's  conduct  has  been  felt  in  the  manner  it  oo^  ^ 
while,  on  the  other  hand»  the  disgust  which  has  been  created 
by  the  brutaUty  and  insolence,  of  the  Frendi}  has  risen  to  such 
a  pitch  as  to  break  through  all  disgube. 


No.    Q. 

Exi;ract  of  a  Dispatch  firom  J.  H.  Frere,  Fsqnire,  to  Lc 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Escurial^  i  ith  October}i8o3. — Rcceii 
ath  November. 


No.  Q. 

Lord 
„ , , J,  -RcceiTod 

5|th  November. 

AFTER  having  written  the  two  preceding  dispatches,  T 
determined  once  more  to  call  upon  the  Prince  of  Peace,  in 
order  to  learn  from  him,  if  possible,  something  fbitiier  re- 
specting the  additional  terms  insisted  upon  by  General  Bour- 
nonville.  He  told  me  that  our  conference  must  be  as  riiort 
as  possible  *,  that  he  had  only  to  tell  me,  that  he  had  not  yet 
signed  any  thing,  and  that  most  probably  he  should  not ;  but 
that  all  depended  upon  the  disposition*of  Portugal^andi^oir 
the  answer  which  he  might  get  from  Mr.  Frere  when  he 
should  see  him  the  next  day.  1  asked  him  wh^t  the  additional 
terms  were  ?  He  answered  that  they  were  wholly  inadmissible; 
that  they  demanded,  "  rcloignemcnt  dcs  troupes  et  le  pas- 
sage.'* I  said,  the  passage  through  Spain  to  Portugal  ?  He  an- 
swered, **  le  passage  partout enfin  la  dispersion  de  nos 

tnftupcs — dans  nos  ports — ^partout."  I  reminded  him  of  the 
declaration  which  the  Portugucze  Government  had  given, 
that  they  considered  the  Pyrcneans  as  the  common  frontier 
wliich  protected  the  two  countries  5  and  I  assured  hirti  that 
England  would  not  sufiFer  Portugal  to  shrink  from  this  decla- 
ration in  a  case  like  this,  which  undoubtedly  involved  thctw* 
countries  in  a  common  danger. 

No.  10.       .    . 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  ,  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Lord 
Huwkcsbury,  dated  JNfadrid,  7th  Decemberj  1803* — Re-' 
ccivcd  30th  December. 

SINCE  the  date  of  my  last  the  events  of  this  Court  have 
proceeded  in  tlie  channel  to  which  they  itemed  naturally 
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^5 
Cendfaigf  aiidtte  ratification  of  the  t¥efify  has  t^en  ptocr 
R  has  been  agreed  that  of  the  six  millions  which  were  stipu*-' 
l9ted  to  be  paid  monthly,  two  are  t^  be  set  apart  fcr  the  rciny* 
iMirs(;|neht  of  the  Spanish  claimants  upon  the TrfenchGoycriV* 
ment,  and  are  consequently  to  be  kept  by  this  Government, 
in  order  that  they  themselves  may  satisfy  the  demands  of  their 
own  subjects.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  ratification  a  new  claim 
has  however  been  set  up,  for  the  payment  of  arrears  amount-^ 
ij^g  to  about  a  million  sterling,  and  which  are  pretended  to  ht 
due  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  As  yet  no  payment  h^i 
been  made  either  upon  this  account  or  that  of  the  .monthly 
subsidy.  ;! 

No.  11. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  J.  H.  Frcre, 
£squirc,  dated  Downing-Street,  2ist  January,  1804. 

Sir,  ^ 

HIS  Majesty's  Government  having  received  frequent  com- 
plaints from  several  commanders  of  his  M^esty's  ships  of  war^ 
4f.the  unfriendly  treatment  to  which  they  are  exposed  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  (more  especially  in  that  of  Ferrol'),  ind  of  the 
refusal  which  they  have  experienced  in  many  instances  of  per- 
mission to.  purchase  in  thpse  ports  provisions,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries for  the  use  of  the  respective  ships  of  war  under  the 
comniand  of  those  officers  ;  I  have  to  signify  to  you  his  Ma- 
jesty's pleasure,  that  you  make  the  most  forcible  representa- 
ticJns  upon  this  subject  to  the  Spanish  Ministers ;  and  that  you 
state  to  t^em  his  Majesty's  just  expectation,  that  the  gom- 
xhanderd  of  his  ships  of  war  shall  have  full  liberty  to  purchase 
m  the  ports  of  Spain, provisions,  and  any  other  necessary  arti- 
cles of  which  they  may  be  in  want ;  and,  generally,  that  they 
maybe  treated  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  the  comman- 
ders of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  French  republic, .  or  of  any  other 
country  which  maybe  a;:  peace  with  his  Catholic  Majestv. 

I  am,  &c.        HAWKESBURY. 
J.  H.  Frcre,  Es.quu:c,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

.     No-' 12.  . 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frerc,  Esq.  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury, dated  Madrid,  3d  March,  1 8o4.^Received  29th. 

My  Lord,  . 
THE  enclosed  note  upon  the  subject  of  the  armaments  sup- 
posed to  be  destined  to  sail  from  Ferrolj  was  dispatched  by 

O2 
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mes^nger  to  Sit  Edward  P^llew  before  I  thought  it  adviae^bki 
CO  mention  the  subject  of  it  to  the  Goveruinent.  On  my 
speaking  of  it  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  he  positively  denied  oaf 
such  intention^  which  saved  me  from  the  necessity  of  inforaii^ 
ing  him  of  the  step  which  I  bad  .taken. 

It  has  beeti  mentioned  to.no  one  except  to  the  America^ 
Minister^  who  had  been  greatly  alarmed,  conceiving  that  the 
armament  was  destined  to  oppose  the  occupation  of  Louisiana. 
The  troops  still  remain  in  Gallicia,  but  all  idea  of  their  being 
destined  to  foreign  service  seems  now  at  an  end. 

The  American  M^ister  has  received  a  notCj  in  which  the 
claim  of  his  Government  to  Louisiana  is  formally  recognized. 
The  only  remaining  difference  is  with  respect  to  its  limits^ 
which  have  been  construed  to  comprehend  West  Florida, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

LH.  FRERR 

(Enclosure  in  No.  12,) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  to  Sir  Edward 
Fellew,  dated  Madrid,  :(8th  January,  1804. 

Sir, 

rr  appears  that  this  Court  have  it  in  contemplation  to  send 
out  a  considerable  expedition  from  the  port  of  Ferrol,  consists 
ing,  at  the  lowest  estimation,  of  about  six  thousand  men. 

Though  it  is  not  evident  that  they  have  any  immediate  ob^ 
ject  of  hostility  in  view,  yet,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  two 
countries,  I  should  consider  myself  as  wholly  inexcusable  if  I 
were  to  connive  at  the  execution  of  a  measure  of  such  an  im«« 
portant,  and,  under  all  its  circumstances,  of  so  suspicious  a 
nature.  I  must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  as  an  object 
(as  it  appears  to  me)  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's service,  that  the  sailing  of  the  above-mentioned  arma-* 
ment  should  be  opposed  ;  first,  by  a  declaration  of  your  being 
authorized  to  onpose  it  by  force,  and  finally^,  by  the  execution 
of  force,  if  unhappily  such  an  extremity  should  become  ne-? 
cessary. 

The  expedition  cannot  I  suppose  be  in  a  state  to  put  to  sea 
for  some  weeks  i  and  it  is  possible  that  the  protests,  which  I 
shall  think  it  my  duty  to  make,  may  so  far  delay  it,  as  to  ren- 
der it  possible  to  receive  instructions  from  England.  In  the 
mean  time  however^  and  unless  you  should  yourself  receive 
instructions  to  the  contrary,  I  beg  to  be  considered  as  charging 
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mjielf  widi  any  responafaiUty  whicli  may  attach  ko  Ac  mca- 
sare  which  I  recommend* 

As  k  is  my  widii  to  aVoid  any  needld^s'appearance  of  menace, 
I  would  advise  the  utmost  secrecy  upon  the  subject  of  this 
letter.  I  shall  tnyself  communicate  it  to  the  Ministers  heret 
but  to  no  one  else.  They  will,  I  apprehend,  be  much  more 
disposed  to  give  way,  when  they  find  that  our  discretion*  en*' 
jd>les  them  to  do  so  with  decency. 

(Signed)        J.  H.  FRER£. 

No.  13. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.- Frere,EsqtBre,  to  Lord  Hawkes-^ 
bury,  dated  Madrid,  4th  March,  1804. — Received  29th 
March. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  translation  of  the  answer 
which  M.  Ccvallos  has  returned  to  the  representations  which 
I  was  instructed  to  make  in  consequence  of  the  permission 
given  to  the  enemy  of  equipping  their  privateers  in  the'pdns 
Qf  the  island  of  Cuba* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  H.  FRERE. 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(Referred  to  in  No.  13.) 

Sir,  Aranjuez,  3d  March,  1804. 

I  HAVE  given  an  account  to  the  king  my  master  of  the 
note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  under  yester- 
day's date,  concerning  the  permission  given  in  St.  Jago  dc 
Quba,  and  other  places  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Captain 
General  of  that  island,  to  arm  privateers  which  annoy  tlie 
British  commerce.  And  his  Majesty,  being  informed  of  what 
you  have  ei^pressed  upon  this  subject,  has  directed  me  to  reply, 
that  there  exist  in  this  Ministry  repeated  proofis  of  the  cir- 
cumspection and  prudence  whh  which  the  Captain  General 
of  the  isle  of  Cuba  has  conducted  himself  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, as  well  as  durine  the  whole  of  his  government ; 
but  that,  notwithstanding,  tne  complaint  which  you  have 
made  shall  be  communicated  to  him,  with  a  repetition  of  the 
strictest  orders,  not  to  permit  the  least  violation  of  neutrality^ 
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nUch  cm  injure  the  good  understaading  between  the  twa 
soTereigns.  His  Majesty  has  likewise  ordered  me  to  assure 
jtni»  tint  if  the  Capt|isQ4Seneral  shouldrprove  to  hare-  acted  in 
ojpposif ion  to  the  firieftdly  intentioiiK  o£  his  Majesty,  he  will 
mtke  known  to  him  his  royal  di^deasnreL 

'In.this  answier^  you  mil  see  nndiing  biit  the  contimiation  of 
the  unifoivn  wish  oftheKingaiy  master,  to  preservej^Grofn- 
lously,  the  strictest  neutrality,  and  that  his  Majesty  neglects  na 
m^ns  fof*  preserving  wkh  his,Britannic  Majesty  the  good 
understanding  which  happily  subsists  between  both  mo* 
narchies. 

(Sigied)        PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 
J*  H.  Frerey  Es<]utf^  &c.  &€,  &c*    V 

No,  14. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  J.  H.  Frcre,  Esquire,  to  hqrd . 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Madrid,  the  jth  of  March,  1804,  and 
received  the  29th. 

A  CONVERSATION  which  I  had  this  morning  with  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  has  so  much  cor i  firmed  me  in  the  opinion 
which  I  have  already  stated  to  your  Lordship,  that  I  cannot 
avoid  mentioning  some  particulars  of  it.  It  seems  th^:  French 
^had  sent  to  demand  the  payment  of  an  instalment  of  their 
subsidy,  which  I  suppose  impressed  the  subject  more  strongly 
on  his  mind.  After  a  good  deal  of  other  conversation,  he 
complained  of  the  uncertainty  in  which  they  were  kept  with 
respect  to  the  intentions  of  England  ;  that  their  trade  was 
ruined  5  that  the  merchants  dared  not  make  any  expeditions  ; 
and  he  concluded  by  dwelling  on  the  general  embarrassment 
creatcd'by  their  present  uncertainty  of  bringing  home  their 
money  from  America,  and  the  scarcity  and  distress  through- 
out the  country.  I  said  that  I  had  already  mentioned  to  him 
the  necessary  preliminary  to  any  understanding  upon  this  head, 
namely,  the  communication  of  the  treaty.  He  repeated  the 
game  objection  which  he  had  made  use  of  before,  and  which  is 
itientioned  in  a  former  letter  to  your  Lordship ;  and  w^en  I 
remarked  upon  the  unreasonableness  of  expecting  that  Great 
Britain  should  give  her  assent  to  an  unknown  agreement,  he 
said  that  it  was  a  subject  in  which  he  had  nothing  to  do," and » 
which  belonged  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Ishall  accordingly 
make  it  the  object  of  a  conference  with  M,  Cevallos,  and  in^ 
tend  going  to  Aranjucz  for  that  purpose. 
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No.  15. 

M-  d'Anduaga  to  Lord  tiawkesbury,  dated  Pdrtbrid  fhccy 
pth, March,  1804. 

My  Lord,  ^  .  .  .« . 

H  AJVING  veeeifttd  from  my  court,  by^  t&b  hat  packet  frorti 
Ltsboii)  some  interesting  dispatches,  I  vishied  to  ccmverse  xritk 
your  Excellency  on  thq  subject  of  thetoi ; .  but  Mt.  Hamnnindi 
havrng  giren  me  to  understand  how  extremely  occupied  your 
E^dellency  is  at  present,  I  have  thought,  that^  to  giicyour 
Excellency  the  least  possible  trouble,  and  at  thtt  same  time  nocr 
to  negkct  the  e^ccntvEMr  of  the  orders  vhich  had  been  sent  ta 
me,  I  should  do  better,  and  it  would  even  be  more  agreeable: 
to  your  ExeeHency,  to  gi^e  you  without  delay,  and  con£d6n- 
tiaUy,  some  idea  of  the  object  of  the  audience  which^Irequest* 
ed  ef  your  Excellency  through  Mr.  Hammond*  That  perfect 
confidanccy.  with  which  your  Lordship  has  inspired  me,  kaids 
naeto  communicate  t  a  you,  without  reservcy  every  thing  which 
can  in  any  wise  contribute  to  convince  your  Excellency  as  well 
as  the  British  Ministry,,  of  the  amicable  intentions,  and  of  the 
pacific  sentiments  of  my  Court. 

You  will  recollect,  my  Lord,  that  whenever  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  converse  with  your  Excellency  on  the  principles  on 
which  the  English  Government  might  consent  to  the  neu« 
trality  of  Spain  in  the  present  war,  even  though  she  furnished 
to  France  those  succours  in  troops  and  vessels  stipulated  by  the ' 
treaty  of  1796,  as  well  as  on  the  means  by  which  it  might  be 
accomplished,  I  earnestly  requested  the  British  Ministry  mia«- 
'  turcly  to  consider  this  afi^ir,  before  they  took  a  decisive  reso* 
lution  ;  since,  exclusive  of  the  reasons  which  I  then  alleged  in 
support  of  the  system  which  I  proposed,  it  never  would  happen ' 
that  Spain  would  furnish,  either  a  single  vessel,  or  a  single 
soldier,  against  England ;  since,  according  to*  accurate  imdii- 
gence,  thj  Spanish:  Government  ifrould  then  have  already 
entered  upon  a  negotiation  with  Franeeto  substitute  money  in 
the  place  of  the  succours  in  troops  and  vessels ;  and  that  this 
substitution  being  reciprocally  advantageous  to  both  countries,, 
it  could  not  but  be  effected  without'difficulty.  I  considered 
myself  as  so  much  the  more  authorized  tospeak  with  such  con- 
fidence, ^s  I  supposed  England  perfectly  agreed  with  ais  in  this 
point ;  since,  in  none  of  aor.  conversations,  in  which  your  ^ 
Excellency  constantly  testified  to  mc  an  opposition  to  tlie:finv 
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160. 

liishing  by  Spain  of  succours  in  kind*  and  principally  instiipd^ 
did  you  ever  make  any  mention  of  pecuniary  succours. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  this  persuasion,  to  which  I  mysdf 
<;otitributed,  that  Spain  determined  to  make  that  sacrifice  of 
money,  which  she  has  made  by  her  last  treaty  with  France, 
flattering  herself  that  she  would  by  this  means  insure  tohersdf 
the  frienklship  of  England ;  else,  how  would  it  be  possible  tiut 
Spain  would  have  signed  a  treaty  of  this  nature,  if  it  was  noC 
ih  order  the  better  to  obtain  the  accomplishment  of  her  padfic 
wishes  with  respect  to  England  ?  Can  it  be  in^igined,  that 
Spain  would  be  induced  to  make  sacrifices  in  order  to  avoid  a 
wa^,  and  that  at  the  same  time  die  would  haveTeasOn  to  fenr, 
that  these  very  sacrifices  would  be  a  subject  of  discontent  for 
the  British  Ministry  ? 

The  British  Government,  not  having  therefbre  taken  it 
amiss,  that  Spain  should  furnish  money  instead  of  the  troops 
and  ships  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  1796,  cannot  moreover 
complain,  if  the  sums  to  be  paid  bylSpain  be  proportioned  to 
the  expences  which  she  must  have  been  at  for  the  mainte- 
fiance  of  the  abovementioned  ships  and  troops :  it  would  evco 
bo  inconsistent  to  refuse  the  second  condition,  after  having 
tacitly  acquiesced  in  the  first :  in  the  event  even  of  Spoin 
having  promised  ta  France  something  more  than  an  equiva* 
lent,  it  D^ould  not  be  the  fault  of  my  G>urt.  All  the  worid 
well  knows,  that  she  would  not  in  that  case  have  done  more, 
than  submit  to  the  necessity  of  circumstances ;  for,  from  the 
very  moment  that  England  opposed  itself  to  the  furnishing  by 
Spain  of  succours  in  kind,  there  remained  for  her  no  odicr 
course  to  take,  than  that  of  concerting  wkh  her  ally  the 
amount  to  be  fixed  upon  as  the  equivalent. 

Although  there  is  no  reason  to  believe,  that  the  French  Gin 
vemment  has  exacted  from  my  Court  more  than  an  equivalent 
to  the  stipulated  succours,  it  is  nevertheless  painful  to  recall 
at  this  moment  to  your  Exicellency,  one  of  die  observatjcms 
which  I  made  during  the  negotiation,  in  order  to  induce 
the  British  Ministry  to  recognize  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  even 
though  she  should  fiimish  the  succours  in  kind  $  nasnely,  that 
if  England  had  adhered  to  it,  she  would  have  obtaioed  two 
gre^t  advantages :  first,  that  of  performing  a  striking  acticm  of 
justice  and  of  policy,  an  action  conforma&e  to  the  hw  of  na* 
tions,  and  likely  to  gain  over  to  her  the  sufifrages  of  all  Europcs 
secondly,  that  of  depriving  France  of  all  means  of  increasing 
her  claims  on  Spain^  in  case  she  should  wish  so  to  do. 
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tbi 

IF  the  treatf  of  pecQniai7  Aibsidies  fstdj  comXtTded'hM^fSKL 
Bpain  and  Francfe  deserves  every  attention' on  the  ptfrt  of  tM 
Brttlsh  Government^  vbcii  isieainiiitd  with  respect  to  the  pa^ 
tific  vicars  which  were  the  tnotJve  of* the-  ftirmer  of  thcS« 
powers  for  toncliidiag  ily  ahd'^tdi  thiQ  Vriirciimstances  which 
{»reoeded  and  accomp^ftue^'  '^  Conclusion,  Itas  not  the  les^  art 
bfajeptof  forbearance  iu>d4)£:«ppr(9batioh  ^  ttag&indy.ilre* 
gard  is  had  to  the  sayiiig  Which  it  procured  «6'|hal'  poi^^of 
an  augmentarioitof  na^  ibrces' \|rbich  slie*i»bttld  have  been 
forced  to  niake,  to  opposd^to  the  vessels  which  Spain  would 
hive  ftirnished  to,  France,  sopposing  ihki  the  treaty  ojF'pecu^ 
niary  subsidies  h^  not  been  concluded. 

To'this^dvaiiUgelmiist  Be  addeid  another,  Which  lis  hot  of 
less  importance  to  England ;  it  i^  that'  as  long  as  Spain  shall 
paj  thc'pectiniai'jr  suJ^idits  lately:  Stipulated,  the  French  Go^ 
Vernment  .cannot  engaEge:  it^';illy  in  dny^step  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  strictest  neutfatity;  and  that,  wkh*thi«  seturityi 
England  may- concetterate  itg-miiicairy  openttions  in  the  emf>. 
pbyment  of  all  its  load  tod  sea  forces. 

The  facts  and  the  reflections  whith  t  have  tK)W  laid  befer^  . 
your  Excellency,  prove,  iiM,  the  sincerity  with  which  Spahi 
has  desired,  and  still  desires,  td  maintain  her  friendship  with 
Engbnd.  ^condly,  that  her  conduct  has  b^tii  in  perfect  con* 
formity  with  these  desires.  Thirdly,  that  in  her  last  treaty 
%nth  the  French  Gover^nmaht,  she  has  soUgftt  to  conciliate  . 
her  relations  of  friendship  with  £nglatid,  and  her  duties  to* 
waids  BraMe :  in*  short,  that  England  rieaps  real'  advantages 
from  the  saad  treaty  of  subsidies. 

.  Vtoth.  aii  thsit  I  have  now  stated,  there  tannot  renrain  a 
doubt,  that  the  Court  of  Spain,  as  well  from  the  gbod  faith 
which  ic  has  mabifikted  in  all  its  proceedings  dicing  the  tie- 
godaciaB,  as  from  the  reict^it^d  proo&  wMebit  has  constantly 
given  to  ^  the  British  Govemment,  of  itsr' sincere  des(ire  to 
i^ntiihi^  its  relations  of  friendship  with  theth,  has  an  ineon^ 
testable  right  to  the  most  *  perfect  reciprocrity  oft  the  part  of 
EnglancU  of  whose  smtfiAenls'I  have  never  entertained  'the 
least  doubt,  particulai-Iy  cince  the  conferences  which  I  had 
with  your' Excellency  on  the  aist  lind  26th  January  hst- 

In  these  conferences,  on  th^  subject  of  Which  I  have  infi<» 
titte  satisfaction  in  reflecting,  your Excdlency  ttiantfestedthitf 
most  jiist  and  m6st  valuable  sentiments  with  regard  to  ^pain^ 
They  discovered  to  me,  how  fully  sensible  his  Britannic  Ma» 
jesty's  Government  were  of  the  situation  of  my  Court  Witk 
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liHitet  tb  Tnoce  at  the  moment  of  the  conclusion  of  icr 
treaty  with  her  }  and  thatytenteringinto  all  the  considerations 
which  coold  have  induced  Spain  tO"  agree  to  anj  thing  which 
might  displease  England^  they  would  be  ready  to  etTe  way  to 
them,  provided  that  Spain  t(±ed  frankly  with  theu^ish  Go« 
v^mmenC}  and  that  she.  manuestod  in  the  rest  of  her  conduct 
that  good  faith  which  is  consonant  to  sL  friendly  power,  who 
5){)serves  a  neutrality,  towards  belligerent  powers.  This  de- 
claration, which  I  hastened  to  transmit  to  my  Court  by  the 
same  messenger  which  your  Excellency  dispatched  the  very 
day  in  which  the  first. conference  was.  held,  must  necessaryr 
have  met  with  the  most  favourable  reception  at  Madrid*  It 
will  even  have  dissipated  the  doubts  and  fears  to  which  Mr. 
Frere's  note  of  the  r3th  December,  (on  the  meaning  of 
whichi  the  SpaniA  Ministry  requested  Mr.  Frere  to  demand 
explanations  of  his  Government),  had  given  rise.  But  as, 
diuring  this  imerva},  Mr.  Frere  delivexed  a  second  note,  in 
which  the  Spanish  Ministry  could  not  yetdiscover  what  might 
be  the  intention  of  England  in  the  last  step  which  Mr.  Frere 
had  takex);^hey  have  thought  it  indispensable,  to  order  me  to 
revest  the  English  Ministry  to  expbin  themselves  in  a  frank 
and  precise  manner  as  to  their  intentions  towards  Spain.  Now, 
$ince  it  is  important  that,  in  an  affair  which  so  deeply  interests 
both  Goychvitcyiits,  and  on  thd  principle  of  which  having  al- 
ways agreed,  they  have  mutually  invited  each  other  to  ex* 
planations,  they  should  ha^en  to  communicate  their  respcaive 
wishes—fl  think  that  it  will  be  very  advamageous  to  both 
Courts,  that  I  should  converse  with  your  Excdlcscy  on  some 
|KHnts,  which -may  facilitate  the  accom[4ishmeftt  of  these 
wishes.      .  .       .       ' 

It  is  for  this  rciSoni  my  Lord,  that- 1  tdke  the  liberty  to 
I'equest  of  you  a  conference.  I  flatter  myself,  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  grant  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  particularly,. 
as,  from  the  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  my  Courts 
the  result  cannot  but  be  very  favourable. 

I  avail  myself  with  eagerness  of  this  opportunity  to,  &c. 

(Signed)  The  Chcv.  D'ANDUAGA 

His  Excellency  Lord  Hawkcsbury, 
principal  Secretary  of  State 
lor  Foreign  Affiurs. 
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^  .No.  10, ; 

Chnralicr  D^Andoaga  to  Lord  Hsiwkesburjr,  dated  Port- 
land PlacCj  30th  Marcl^y  1804. 

My  Lord, 

IT  is  with  the  greatest  eagerness  that  I  desire  to  confer 
vnth  your  Excellency,  on  the  contents  of.  the  dispatches 
Jirhich  I  have  just  received  from  my  Court  by  the  la|^  packet 
arrived  from  Lisbon.  They  afford  the  fullest  conmrmation 
of  every  thing  which  I  have  hid  the  .honour  to  state  to  yoiar 
Excelloicy  in  all  our  conversations,  and  bspecially  in  those  of 
4the  21st  and  a6th  January,  respecting  the  sentiments  and  con« 
duct  of  the  King,  my  master,  towards  his  Britannic  Misijesty. 
I  will  not  here  repeat  the  answer  which  his  Excellency,  the 
Chevalier  de  Cevallos  gave  to  Mr.  Frere,  on  the  a7th  Febni* 
ary,  with  regard  to  the  complaints  brought  forward  in  hit 
^hree  notes  of  the  234  and  a4th  of  the  same  month.  Ilus 
answer,  as  well  from  its  simplicity  and  the  force  of  its  reason^ 
ing,  as  from  its  conciliating  spirit,  and  the  most  positive  as« 
•suraaces  of  the  King's  uprightness  in  all  his  proceedings,  the 
sincerity  of  which  is  supported  by  well-^known  &cts,  cannot 
Je99^e  on  the  British  Government  the  least  doubt  as  to  the 
conduct  of  Spain  in  the  neutrality  which  she  has  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  belligerent  powers.  I  suppose,  my  Lord, 
that  this  answer  will  have  reached  you,  and  I  rder  you  en^ 
tirelytoit. 

'  But  as  I  have  never  lost  aiiy  opportimity  of  infoktniiig  Itxf 
Court  of  every  thing  which  could  contribute  to  accelerate  a 
perfect  understanding  between  the  two^GoycicomcAt%  rc)si|ive 
to  the  neuiiraJity  4jf  Spain,  and  especially  of  the  fears  mani* 
fested  by  the  British  Government,  lest  any  thing  to  the  pre- 
judice of  England  should  have  been  stipiidated  in  the  treaty  qf 
neutrality  concluded  with  France,  I  hasten,  my.  Lord,  to.  com- 
municate to  your  Excellency  what  the  Chevalier  de  Cevallos 
informed  me  in  this  respect  on  the  4th  March  last.^  **  In  the 
treaty  of  neutrality  with  t*rance,"  says  he,  *^  we  have  not  ad- 
jmitted  any  article  pfejudiiual  to  England ;  and  W6  luive  re* 
jc£ted  some  which  appeared  foreign  to  a  treaty  .of  subsidy. 
In  order  to  fix  the  amount  of.  these,  jnegtird  haft  beea  had  to 
the  apence.  which  the  succours  in  kind,siichr:as  are  apiilated 
.in  qut  treaty  of  alliance  .iriiji..fraiice^./wq^  iiave  cost.us. 
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One  past  even  of  these  subsidies  is  retained  for  the  pajment 
of  the  sums  owed  us  by  this  power.  We  have,  without 
violating  our  neutrality^  afforded  to  the  English  all  the  snc^ 
^ours  of  which  their  ves^h  haie  been  in  need.  Our  con- 
duct towards  the  J*rench  has  abo  ^eeii  soyemed  by  tl\e  same 
principles.  The  note$  traxisn>itted  to  his  Britannip  Majesty'^ 
Minister,  resident  at  this  Court,  breathe  «otbing  but  candour, 
good  faith,  and  the  desire  to  preserve  the  strictest  neutrality: 
thfe  'most  recent  ptoof  of  this  is 'the  note  which  I  transmicte4 
torhkn.on  rht  2$th  Febttuary  last,-  in  a^swerto  several  cnmr 
fdainiis  which  he  had  fddresset)  tQ  m^i  s^nd  of  which  I  send 
your  Excellency  a  literal  copy,  tp  enable  you  to  make  use  of 
s»  tq  Lord  Hawktsbury.  Xou  will  there  observe,  that  Mr. 
I^rerc onak^  ho  return  to  our  candour,  and  to  our  overture^ 
•imx  "ac  the  very  finie  he  protests  that  his  Government  en« 
rertains  the  most  airdent  d^ves  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
standing with  Spaing  he  throws  out  *  propositions  capable  of 
alarming  -ps,  and-  of  clogging  our  commerce,  although  we 
iialve  demanded  of  him  clear  and  definite  explanations.  Ii^ 
Bhort,  I  can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  nothing  relative  to 
coouneros  has  been  kipulated  ifi  the  treaty  of  subsidy*** 

Iflattee  mysdf,  tny  Lord>  in  previously  making  you  this 
prompt  and  friendly  communication,  that  your  Excellency 
liriUi'graBt  me  as  soon  as  possible  an  audience,  in  order  that 
iveiB&y  fonftr  together  oil  objects  which  are  60  deejay  inter 
l^e^n^  to  rhbth .  Goverluneals. 

• '  ■  •*  •  ■  '1  ayall  n^elf  of  this  opportunity,  &c. 

..:/:;:.  ..    :  •jg^^gj>f .  '  The  Chevalier  D'ANDV  AG  A, 

tifc  EWcslkhoy  •Lord'Htwkfesbury, 

*    Frincif)^  Sttsretary  of  Sftatefor 

'  Fowigtt  Affilb^i  ' 

-;     •:     ui'  :.       ■*.     .  .      ■  

i/  .,  .  .    .    No.  i;. 

^  ^ —  ..... 

-.  M.  D'AnduH^  id  Lord  Havkesbury,  dated  Pprdand 

•>  -    '       <       ^'^^  JPkce,  1st  May,  1804. 

,;     .My  JJord,    .    .  , .     * 

HAMING  sent  ito  19?  C'cmrt  a  eopf.  of  the  coufid^iti^ 
ndiiB,  iiiieH  IhsA  Ac  Iwh^^up  to  MH^niit  to  your  Excellency 
oni^hd  iptkMa)rch:}itsr^  pn  (he  stAgm  of  the  neutrality  dF 
6pufaH^;I  hffiRs  i^^ssRjLAfktion  ro  siniH>tinJa^  to  yottf  fiK^Hkncy, 
tiiat  the  &ing,)ilqp«iaiter>  bas  fUtirdy  approved  of'^itji  cw? 
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fcnts,  and  that  his  Majesty  has  found  therein  the  felthful 
expression  of  his  loyal  ihtentionsj  and  of  his  pacific  views 
towards  England.  With  this  I  am  niade  acquainted  by  the 
Chevalier  de  Ccvallos,  in  his  dispatch  of  the  ist  April,  who. 
adds,  **  thstf  in  order  not  to  leave  the  British  minlsfry  the  least 
room  for  doubt  on  the  real  system  of  our  court,  his  majesty  had 
acceded  tq  the  conditions  which  Mr.  Frere  had  demanded* 
as  necessary  for  insuring  the  ackndwlcdgment  and  observance 
of  our  neutrality  on  the  part  of  England/*  The  Chevalier 
de  Cevallos  at  the  same  time  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  the 
answer  which  he  retm-ned  tp  Mr.  Frere's  note  of  the  1 8th 
February  last,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  *a  literal 
translation  of  it,  by  which  your'  Excellency  cannot  fail  to  be 
convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  sill  my  communications,  and  of 
the  constant  dispositions  of  my  court  to  strengthen^  ^nd  in- 
crease tlie  relations  pf  friendship  which  subsist  between  tte 
two  governments. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 

(Signed)        The  Chevalier  D'ANDIJAGA, 

His  ExccUeiicy  l,ord  Hijwkesbury, 
Principal  fiecretaty  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afiairs. 

^Enclosure  in  No,  17.) 

IN  order  (0  answer  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  me  on  the  1 8th  February  last^- respecting  se* 
■yeral  points  relative  to  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  as  with  regard 
to  EBgland  and  France,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  Eu- 
rope, I  have  taken  that  time  which  the  importance  of  an  af- 
fair so  interesting  to  the  common  happiness  of  the  subjects  of 
both  sovereigns  required. 

In  the  abovementioned  note,  after  having  proposed  the 
points  or  ba$i$  on  which  your  court  founds  the  aobaowleci^ 
knent  of  ournei^trality^  and  ifisely  discussed  the  advantages 
and  conseauences  of  each  of  tkose  points:  youcondadehyvpro* 
posing  dehnitely  l^y  onler  of  yonr  Government,  as  the.i^aBitf 
bf  th^  said  adeno^ec^llii^nt^  the  <  cessation  of  aUarolamcbts, 
and  of  f  he  Mle  of  prizes  canr^d  into  the  ports  t)f  tiiese  king- 
idoms ;  aa4^^  ^^  fom  ire  not  authorized  to  admit  atty  mo- 
dification of  thi&dc&nithwpropoiittoo. 

A^  to  the^rstpoitity  tfaps  ista  say/ the  cessation  of  aU  arma- 
fntnm  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  that  to  wihfcht  ^oh  dtEerent 
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'occasions,  and  paiticnlariy  in  my  note  of  the  8th  of  Janmrjp 
last,  j  h^ve  had  the  honour  to  communicate  to  you,  since  tlx 
conduct  of  this  cabinet, '  under  the  present  circumstanc^y 
ought  to  dissijpate  every  shadow  of  doubt  of  any  hostile  in* 
tendons  on  the  part  of  the  King  my  master;  and  consequent- 
ly, I  am  persuaded  that  his  Britannic  Majesty's  wishes  and 
demands  are  entirely  satisfied  on  this  point* 

With  regard  to  the  cessation  of  the  sale  of  prizes  brought 
into  the  ports  of  Spain,  although  that  affair  was  susceptible  of 
great  difficulties,  they  have,  nevertheless,  been  surmounted 
by  his  Majesty's  pacific  wishes;  and  you  may  assure  your 
court,  that,  conformably  to  your  demands,  the  sale  of  the 
prizes,  of  either  of  the  belligerent  nations  brought  into  the 
ports  of  these  kingdoms  will  not  be  permitted,  his  Majesty 
having  ^iven  orders  relating  thereto,  which  will  be  rigorously 
observ^. 

His  Majesty  hopes,  that  as  this  prohibition  is  really  pre* 
judicial  to  his  interests,  and  to  those  of  his  subjects,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  will  look  on  this  condescension  as  the  most 
efficacious  proof  of  his  desire  to  preserve  the  most  perfect 
understanding  with  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  as  imposing  01^ 
England  a  fresh  obligation  to  have  for  Spain  all  the  considera* 
tions  Au^  to  the  uprightness,  the  good  faith,  the  gcnero^ty, 
and  the  pacific  views  pf  the  King  my  master. 
I  am,  &c- 
(Signed)        PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 

No,  1«- 

Extract  of  a  DiSpatch  from  J.  H.  Frcre,  Esquire,  to  Lord  Har- 
^  rowby,   dated  Madrid,  5tli  July,    1804.— Received  27th 
•    July.  ^ 

'  THE  subBidy.paid  by  this  country  to  France  had  been  rc^ 
gnlariy  acquitted  up  to  the  month  of  May,  at  the  rate  qf 
800,000  dollars  per  month.  A  new  expedient  has  since  been 
hit  opon  lor  enabling  the  French  Government  to  avail  itself 
of  this  resources  of  Spain  to  an  extent  which  will  not  be  li> 
.mitBd  by  those  ctifiiculties  which  must  sooner  or  later  ha(ve 
-put  a  stop  to  the  extraction  of  specie.  A  loan^f  fise  mini^ffy 
of  dollars  has  been  negotiated  at  iParis  in  ftvour  of  this  go* 
vernmcnt,  or  more  pr»pe|iy,^pe^dang;»  in  fiavour  of  th^  of 

"^  »  «t  IS  not  to  be  imagined  that,  any  part  of  it  uHll 
e^erfid  ks  way.  into  this  country,  or  bc^a^iplicd  to  any  otto* 
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pirpose  tbantitat  of 'the  payment  of  the  stipulated  tribute* 
It  is  agreed  that  tlie  capital  is  to  be  repaid  at  the  end  of  three 
years ;  the  annual  interest  to  be  six  jper.  cqfit.»  with  an  allow- 
aince  of  three  per  cent,  for  commission  upon  the  whole  ca- 
pital subscribed  $  there  is  besides  a  further  advantage  allowed 
to  the  contractors^  namely^  a  pri^Iege  of  exporting,  free  of 
duty,  a  quantity  of  dollars,  to  ^he  amount  of  the  capital 
subscribed  \  this  cannot  be  calculated  at  less  than  six  per  cent, 
and  may  be  much  more.  Thfeie  sums,  therefore,  divided 
amongst  the  three  years,  make  at  least  an  additional  three  per 
dent.,  and  give  nine  per  cent,  as  the  lowest  rate  of  annual  in^ 
terestpoid  by  this  government  fbr  ;ln  exigible  debt.  .  It  may, 
I  should  imagine,  1^  safely  reckoned  as  only  a  little  short  of 
ten  per  cent.,  or  nearly  the  rate  of  interest  upon  the  vales, 
which  be^  six  per  cent.,  and  are  at  a  discount  of  thirt^*six. 

No.  19, 

Copy  of  aDnpatch  from  Lord  Harrowby  toB.  Frere,  £sq.  dated 
Downing  Street,  2$th  September,  1804.  •    - 

Sir, 

THE  pi*eceding  dispatch  is  written  wkh  the  view  of. being 
rdtd  in  extenso  to  M.  de  Cevalios>  in  your  conference  with 
him ;  and  if  you  should  find  it  necessary  ta  make  aay  com-* 
munication  in  writing^,  yoU' will  frame  it  in  exact  conformity 
to  the  instructions  contained  in  that  dispatch.  ^ 

After  the  stepwhich  has  been  taken  by  the  Court  of  Spain^ 
it  is  impossible  to  rely  implicitly  upon  any  assiirances,  how- 
ever positive;  and  yoU  will  tfacpefore  take  the  most  speedy 
and  effectual  means  of  learning,  with  certainty,  at  Ferrol,  at 
Carthagena,  and  at  .Cadiz,  whether  the  armaments  ha^  been 
countermanded,  aodthe  orders  for  that  purpose  are  actually 
in  the  course  of  execution ;  and  you  will  forward  without 
delay  .the  ixhdligence  you  may  receive  from  those  pk>rts. 

In  every  view  in  which  the  subject  has  been  considered 
here,  it  has  appeared  so  improbable  that  any  explanatioiD^  can 
be  given  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  of  the  .motives:  of  this,  ar- 
mament, which  can  Induce  hjs  Majestyrto  acquiesce  i&its  con- 
tinuance, that  I  have  not  adverted  to  that  case  :  but  if,  con- 
trary to  expectation, -any  explanation  should  be  oSeredf  which 
in  your  judgment  appears  satisfactory,  you  are  authorised  to 
suspend  ymir  departure  from  Madrid  until  his  Majesty's  plea^ 
sure  can  be  taken  j  but  you  wUl  expressly  declare,  that  you' 
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batre  ho  iutiidrity  to  suspend  during  thfit .  Inwffil  the  txtai^ 
tkmof  those  measures  q£  precautidn  which  liis  Majesty  has 
alrexdy  thought  it  necessary  to  direct  to  be  taken. 
B.  Frcrc,  Ef  q,,     ' 

:  No.  20. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  B.  Fz^cK:,  Esq.  t6  t^rd  Har-* 
xowbjr,  '  dated  Madrid,    lath  October,    1804. — Received 
ad  November. 
THE  9jQcOunts, which  I  have  rec^ved  froiii  Mr.  DutF  since 

tny  lasti  ipentioqthat  there  is  no  appearance  Whatever  in  the 

hjp*bour  of  Cadi^  of  an  inteQtioti  to  arui* 

No/21. 

I-ietter  from  tlie  Chevalier  D'Anduaga  to  Lord  Harrowb/j 
dated  Portland-Place,  Dec.  22,  1804. — Received  23d. 

My  ItCfdf 

AFTER  the  abrupt  aii4.  unexpected  manner  in  which  the 
British  Charge  d'Afiaires  at  Madrid  has  broken  off  all  diplo--  < 
matic  communication  wirh  the  Spanish  Cabinet,  I  might  well 
dispense  with  recaDing  to  your  Excellency's  attention  the 
completely  paciiic  procecdiiigi  which  have  constantly  marked 
the  system  followed  by  my  Court  towards  England  ;  but  de« 
string,  CQDf<irniably  to  his  Majesty's  orders^  to  shew  to  the 
last  moment  that-  spirit  of  conciliation  which  constitutes  the 
essence  of  my  mission,  and  the  disthignishing  characteristie 
of  my  Sovereign,  I  have  thonglttit  my  duty  to  make  yet  one 
more  efim,' (tending  to  sh<v  in  its  tnie  li^^ht  the  frank  ami 
friendly  conduct  which  the  King  has  not  ceased  to  display 
since  the  rupture,  between  France  and  .England,  amidst  the 
difficaitiesx)f  his*  situation,  with  regard  ito- the .kwo  beHigerent 
Powicrs.  »  :   \     .  J  ^  t  .    . 

From  the  very,  moment  that  the  King  jbad  learned- the 
commencement  of  hostilities  between  France' >od  England, 
his  Majesty  gave  all  his  attention  to  themamier  in  which  he 
should  condtict  himsoif  in  order  to  prevent  aU  room  for  dis<^ 
content  an  the  part  of  these  two  states,,  and  to  the  sys^m 
which  he  would  have  to  follow  in  such  a  cfm^hctuxis,  in-x)rder 
to  conciliate  his  engagements  as  the  ally  of  France  whhhid 
duties  of  friendship  towards  England*  Although  his  Majesty 
knew  very  well,  tiiat  his  quality  of  auxiliary  to  the  first  of 
these  powers  was  in  nowise  incompatible  wi|th.that.of  friend  to 
the  second,  he  was,  from  the  very  first,  perfectly  sensibicy 
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«nd  Bl^^lnion  Iras  "bc^n  siiicc  confirfneS  fcly  accounts  from 
Ws  Minister  at  London^  that  tjie  British  Government  wpuli, 
with  difficulty,  consent  to  liis  furnishing  to  France  succourj, 
such  M  are  stipulated  by  the  tr<raty  of  1795/  In  this  persug- 
«on,  and,  in  order  to  rernove  every  hb^ile  appearance  in  his 
cennetrtions  with  the  latter  power,  he  *e$dved  to  propose  to 
his  glly  the  conclusion  of  a  new  treaty,*  bv  which  pecuniary 
jiuccours  should  bef  siibstituted  for  the  suc$$urs  in  troops  and 
«b2p6,  which  he  had  engaged  to  ftimish  to  France  by  the 
treaty  of  alliance.  After  long  and  di^cnlt  negotiations,  tl^e 
$Bing  congratulated  hiihself  onkaving  at  last  obtained  the  6^ 
jjfcct  of  his '  amicaW^  views,  by  the'  condusion  bf  a  treaty  ^l 


Confiding  m  the  uprightness'  of  his  intentions,  and  in  tte 
t^atiflc  sentiments  which  had  prompted  "him  to  take  this  stqp, 
•lifsr  Majesty  WBS  folly  persuaded  that  the  BHtish  Government 
■would  not  fell  to  appreciate  this  rety  unequivocal  mark  of 
-friendship.  The  complaints  brought  forward  soon  afterwards 
hj  Mp.  Frerc  against  the  abovemcntidncd  convention^— com- 
plaints which  he  has  at  different  times  renewed,  tho\igt  al- 
'vays'in  very  vague  terms,  and  without  ever  making  an  essen- 
dlil  and  decisive  point  of  them*— Were  therefore  a  real  subject 
-of  surprise  to  his  Catholk  Mttjesty.  Ne%'enhel^s^,  aiis^vefs 
'Am  of  moderation  and'  candour  were  by  his  ortlcr  made  to 
«hem^  In  which  answers  were  set  forth  the  motives  which 
•hii  led'  him  to  make  a  treaty  of  which  the  English  Govern- 
ment had  the  less  room  for  complaint,  as  it  was  solely  out  of 
regard  to  them  that- his  Majesty  had  determined  to  con- 
ctedc  it.  '  " 

At  nearly  the  ^nme  tiinc,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister 
having  addressed  to  my  court  representations  on  the  arma- 
ments which  he  pretended  were  carrying  on  in  our  ports,  and 
•iKrIlich  he  supposed  to  be  directed  against  England,  his  M^ 
Jcsty  ordered  answers  to  be  in  like  manner  ipade  to  hinj, 
f^  ThAt  the  views  of  the  Spanish  Goycrnment  were  very  far 
from  any  motive  of  hostility ;  that  his  Britannic  Majesty 
couki  not  mistake  pacific  intentions  of  the  King  of  Spaii), 
•who  had  given  him  so  many  incontestibie  proofs  of  friend- 
^rfiip ;  and  that  these  proofs  were  manifested  as  weU  in  thj? 
6acrii5eet  made  by  the  King  to  secure  peace,  as  in  the  severity 
exercised,  even  before  it  was  demanded,  ^owa^-d^  those  of  h7s 
subjects  who  had  acted  contrary  to  the  duties  of  neutr;ility. 
In  fine,  that,  according  to  these  data,  thpre  did  not  exist  the 
least  oduse  for  ^jipreheftding  that  Spain  woMd  mgagc  in  foiv 

■V 
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th^  umzmeath  for  that  would  be  acting  agunst  bar  pacific 

'fjstcnu** 

*'    At  the  same  time,  as  the  Court  of  Madrid  was  not  enaUed 
to  form  an  exact  and  fixed  judgment  of  ^  principles  and  the 
conduct  which  the  British  Government  propo^  to  foUowsy 
on  account,  of  the  equivocal  langiuiffe  in  which  Mr*  Frere  al- 
,  ways  enveloped  his  representations,  it  invited  hipa  tp  express 
himself  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner  as  to  the  intentions  and 
the  views  of  his  Government  with  regard  to  Spain.     It  wa$ 
In  consequence  of  this  frank  and  friendly  invitatiop,  that  hk 
jBritannic  Majesty's  Minister  at  la^  particularized  to  mf 
'Court,  in  a  note  which  he  transmitted  to  it  pQ  the  i8th  dE 
f  ebruary  lasti  the  conditions  on  which  his  Government  would 
be  disposed  to  recognize  the  neutrality  oCSpaiii.    The^e  con- 
ditions w(^q,  the.  suspension  of  all  ulterior  armament,  and 
the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  prizes  in  hi3  Majesty*?  dom^ 
nions.    Not  having  exacted  others,  it  is  perfectly  dear,  that 
(he  British  .Ministry  engaged  itself  thereby  to  respect  the  neu* 
trality,  as  soon  as  the  King,  niy  master,  should  acquipce  in 
these  conditions. 

His  Majesty,  who  had  resolved  to  make  erery  sacrifiiDC 
compatible  with  the  welfare  of  his  people,  in  order  to  recuse 
to  them  the  benefits  of  a  solid  peaccy  determined  tp  ferbid 
the  sale  of  prizes  in  his  kingdoms ;  which  probibifioia  tools 
place  on  the  23d  of  March  last:  su^d  with  regard  totlu; 
armaments,  he  renewed  the  assurances  which  the  British  Qq* 
vemment  had  already  received  on  this  head ;  as^ifrances,  the 
sincerity  of  which  was  well  guaranteed  by  the  lively  interest 
which  his  Majesty  has  constantly  attached  to  the  maintenance 
of  peace,  since  the  rupture  between  France  and  England. 

This  eagerness  of  (he  Kipg  to  fulfil  all  the  wishes  of  tlu: 
British  Cabinet>  and  the  painful  sacrifice  which  his  Majesty 
had  just  made  of  t^e  advantages  which  the  sale  of  pri;2C5  i|& 
the  ports  of  Spain  held  ouf  to  Spanish  cppiiner^e,  ought  to 
have  completed  the  confidmice  of^  England,-  and  to  have  era- 
dicated from  the  opinion  of  its  Covernmoit  eyery  atom  <d 
doubt  on' the  pacific  sentiments  of  mj  Court:  Accordingl7> 
the  English  Minister  seemed  to  have  felt  all  the  value  of  sach 
sacrifices,  since  he  brought  forward  no  more  complainta,  and 
that  the  most  perfect  hiarmony  seemed  eyery  day  to  upite  fiftoiy; 
and  more  ^he  two  governments. 

Such  were  the  rdations  subsisting  between  the  tWonaticHi$, 
wheo,  in  the  month  of  September  last*  some  discontent  iiay- 
pg  b;roken  out  in  Blscayi  his  Majesty  ordered  the  mbsurka^ 
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titm  of  t  part  of  thtf  troops  which  were  in  garrison  at  Ferroly 
in  order  to  their  being  transported  without  delay  to  the  place 
where  the  disorder  had  occurred.  Then  it  was>  that  the 
ttelnies  of  Spaib,  soionding  the  alamii  under  the  pretext  that 
considerable  armaments  were  carrying  on  in  her  ports,  sought 
to  communicate  their  fieigned  uneasiness  to  tho  British  Go- 
Yemment,  by  placing  before  them  in  the  most  hostile  colours^ 
u  measure  as  foreign  to  the  interests  of  England,  as  it  was 
indispensable  to  the  stifling  in  their  birth  movements,  which 
had  manifested  themselves  in  a  province  of  Spain.  Then  it 
Was,  that  the  British  Chaive  d' Affaires,  hurried  on  byre- 
ports  which  malevolence  had  exaggerated,  and  without  exa* 
mining  either  the  nature,  the  extent,  or  the  welUknown  ob- 
ject of  these  pretended  armaments,  made  complaints  of  them 
in  iinoce,  dated  tlie  27th  of  September  last,  in  which  he  r^- 
presented  them  as  an  hostile  aggression  ;^nst  his  g6vem- 
-ment,  and  as  a  defiance  given  to  England,  and  expressed  him- 
self in  other  terms  not  less  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  the 
.  King^  than  contrary  to  the  rdations  which  subsisted  between 
the  two  countries.  ^ 

Although  such  Reproaches,  in  return  for  the  proofs  vdiich 
the  King  had  always  given  of  his  eagerness  to  strengthen  the 
bonds  Ctt  friendship  which  united  him  to  the  British  Govern - 
-mcnt,  were  of  a  nature  to  excite  in  him  the  greatest  surprise, 
•his  majesty,  nevertheless,  directed  answers  to  the  intempeiUte 
representations  of  Mr.  Frere  to  be  made  with  that  modera- 
.  don  which  is  the  most  striking  point  in.  the  history  of  his 
pditical  conduct ;  a  moderation  the  more  signal  from  this 
drcumstance,  that  the  abovementioned  armament,  which 
excited  so  much  sensation,  was  confined  within  ;he  limits  pre- 
scribed by  an  agreement,  which  was  concluded  on  the  19th 
of  October,  1803,  between  the  two  governments,  since  it  was 
restricted  to  the  same  number  of  vessels  which  were  already 
armed  before  this  epoch ;  and  what  proves  still  more  clearly 
the  pacific  views  of  the  King,  is,  that  the  armament  in  ques- 
tion had  been  suspended  by  bis  Majesty's  orders  some  days 
before  the  British  Charge  d' Affaires  had  brought  forward  his 
complaint  on  the  subject. 

Notwithstanding  this,  notwithstanding  the  assurances  of 
friendship  and  good  faith  expressed  in  the  answer  of  my 
Court,  notwithstanding  the  absolute  cessation  of  these  pre- 
tended armaments,  on  which  the  enemies  of  peace  had 
founded  their  criminal  hopes  (a  cessation  of  which  the  British 
l^harge  d* Affaires  could  not  be  ignorant),  instead  of  softwiM 
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^he^renacing  tone  ^hichJie  had  at  &pt  idOf^ed^-iM^s^saihf 
resuming  that  friendly  lao^age  which  ihe.perfea  justificat^ 
of  my  Qourt  required  of  hiin^  hev  did  but  accutnuliate  fre^ 
reproaches^  the  harshness  and  injii$tip&pf  wiilch  b^RH  to 
reveal  the  hostile  sy^em  whi^rh  he  has  not  since  dise(Hid|UM9d» 
The  British  Government  on  their  sidcs  forgettmg  on  asud«» 
.den  the  pacific  relations  which  they  had  maintained  dwing^ 
j^veral  Qionths  with  my  Sovereign)  and  without  waiting  for 
mofe  exact  and  Ies$  suspicious  information  on  out  ptreparatioa^ 
«t  FeiToli  from  v^ence  it  had  received  none  but  eauggeratof 
accounts^  brought  by  the  ^J^aiad>.«and  which  is  stili  more 
astojiishingy  vrithout   paying  attention   to  the  informatltML 
which  I  transmitted  lo  it  through  the  channel  of  yoim-  Excel* 
lc£Cy,  on  the  innocence  and  the  true  objejct  of  these  pretended 
.2r;namentS)  did  pot  hesitate  to  give  tliot  extraordinary  ordeiv 
whi<;h)  as  well  from  its  nature  as  from  its  disa^crdys  coase- 
q|U£nces»  must  have  struck  with  hotror  every  Cabinet  in  Ee.-^ 
fope.    Instead  of  beginning  by' demanding  expbaations  from^ 
iny.  court  on  the  subject  c^  these  alarms^  it  hreaks  eff  the  good 
tmderstanding  which  subsisted  between'  the  two  nations^  b^ 
«a  act  of  hostihty  of  ^hich  the  inost  rancoi^}us  Wars  acai^cely 
afford  an  examj^e  i  a«d>  as  if  it  feared  that  the  ex^Hactiofis 
of  the  Spanish  Minister^  and  ulterior  accounts  iirom  Upmif 
W.onld  force  it  to  respect  aneutralitys  to  which  it  seemod  ab- 
solutely determined  to  put  an  end,  it  hastened  to  m^e  war 
.against  her  without  any  previous  deeH^ration^  ^nd  even  ui  the 
midst  of  the  nwst  profound  peace.   The  5th  of  October  was 
.witness  to  the  shedding  of  the  innocent  blood  of  se^o^l  wo- 
men and  children  who  perished  victims  of  an  unheard-^>f  vio- 
.lence  !  And  this  blood  was  shed  by  the  hadds  of  a  nation> 
whose  government  themsclveS  declare  afterwaid&tkat  they  arc- 
not  at  war  with  Spain  !  • 

Before  the  news  of  this  dreadful  eveqt  came  to*  the  know- 
ledge of  the  King}  the  British  Charge  d*  Affaires  seems  to  have 
m^de  it  his  business  to  exasperate  his  Majesty  by  all  imagin-> 
^S^  means. .   Not  being  able  to  conceal  from  himself  the  fri-^ 
.  voUty  of  his  accusations  relative  to  our  preparations  at  Ferrol, 
since  their  existence  had  ceased  a  long  time  before,  he  was- 
obliged  .to  call  to  his  aid   some  new  grievances,,  as  slightly 
.founded  as  they  are  destitute  of  good  &2th.     He  did  not  fail 
.to  make  new  demands,  some  of  them  contrary  to  what  had 
.been:  agreed  upon  between  the  two,  governments^  the  others 
entirely  inadaissible  from  thdr  injurious  tcindeDcy.    Thus  it 
i^  ^h^  he  exacted,  from  oiy  court  th^  eAg^g^itient,  ^'  Xhjit  no 
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arraamentwhileyor  sBotdd be  carried on^'  mdiepatts  of  Spau% 
wfaAst  his  govemmeiit  and  hxmseif  Jiad  consented  that  the 
nsval  forces  of  Spain  should  be  kept  np  on  the  same  footmg 
as  thej  were  at  At  time  of  the  abovementioned  agreement; 
Thus  it  by  that  he  pretended  that  liis  Majesty  had  always  re*- 
fbsed  to  ^ve  a  distinct  explanation  irith  regardto  his  engage^ 
nentswith  France;  that  without  thbprevious  commumcatioo 
the  British  Governmeot  had  lie^Tier  been  willing  to  consent  t» 
the  neutrality  of  Spain  ;  in  shoit^  thus  it  is,  that  he  ended> 
by  imperiously    demanding  this  communication,    althougli 
uritliotit  tdeclanng  what  would  be  the  uitexior  <:ondact  of  his 
«ourt|  in  C2tsc  his  Majesty  should  acquiesce  in  this  demand. 
-.  The  JKing,  my  ma^ter^  might  have  refused  an  answer  to  t^ 
extraardiRary  summons.    The  inaccuracy  of  the  suppositions 
tm  which  it  is  founded,  and  the  previous  steps  of  the  British 
Ministry,  who,  amongst  the  conditions  fixed  by  England  for 
the  adonowledgment  of  the  neutraiity,  had  not  comprised 
tfaenecesshy  of  a  similar  communication,  sufficiently  autho^ 
rized  his  Majesty  not  to  attend  to  a  demand  of  this  nature. 
Your  Excdlency  know%  that,  immediately  after  the  conchi^ 
sion  of  the  treaty  of  subsidy,  the  British  Government  addres- 
sed to  my  court  representations,  th^  object  of  which  was  by 
no  means  to  demand  a  distinct  explanation  with  regard  to  the 
•engagements  which  that  treaty  contained,  but  positively  *f  to 
^  declare  that  the  furnishing  the  pecuniary  advances,  as  stipti- 
*^  krtfed  in  the  convention'  concluded  with  France,  could  nOt 
^  be  looked  upon  otherwise  than  as  a  war  subsidy,  &c.''-«- 
These  expressions,  the  very  same  as  used  by  the  ft'itish  &{»• 
fiister  in  the  note  which  he  delivered  to  tiiis  effect  on  the  3d 
•of  December  last,  do  not  admit  the  doubt  chat  his  Govevn- 
ment  was  not  at  that  time  thoroughly  acquainted  with  tbe 
contents  of  the  abovementioned  convention.     Had  it  be€b 
otherwise,  could  Mr.  Frere  have  held  this  language  wltfamft 
knowing  the  extent  of  our  subsidies,  especially  after  haviag 
declared  in  the  same  note,  "  that  his  Government  was  dis- 
**  posed  to  overlook  such  pecnxuary  sacrifices  as  should  tiot 
^  be  of  sufiicient  magnitude  to  force  a^ttention  on  account  4£, 
**  their  political  effects  V     If  therefore  they  were  then  ac- 
quainted with  the  amount  of  the  suns  which  his  Majesty  had 
to  pay  to  France*  how  could  they  now  be  ignorant  of  it?  Axu^ 
pot  being  ignorant  of  it,  what  end  do  they  at  present  propose^ 
to  themselves  in  demanding  the  disclosure  of  a  secret  whicH 
could  never  have  been  one  to  them  i' 

Supposing  even  that  ^  Majesty's  engagemtnts  with  FranGc,. 
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trith  respect  to  the  tcbadksf  should  stSl  remain  t  ifl^Mtf^if 
the  British  Government,  it  would  not  be  less  tfaci  that  thcf 
have  no  longer  the  right  to  demand  a  distinct  explanation  on 
this  subject,  at  least,  as  a  condition  essential  to  the  mainte* 
nance  of  peace.  If  the  British  Government  attached  so  mucH 
importance  to  this  commnnication,  that  they  thonght  it  righik 
to  make  it  a  condition,  without  which  they  wonld  not  engage 
to  respect  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  they  ought  to  have  esqpresdy 
dedared  to.  at  the  epoch,  when,  yielding  to  the  solicitations 
of  my  master,  they  fixed  the  b^is  of  a  permanent  and  solid 
neutrality.  Not  having  then  acted  in  this  manner,  they  had 
no  longer  a  right  to  do  so )  for  .otherwise,  that  act,  whereby 
the  conditions  essential  to  neutrality  were  settled,  and  the  oi>- 
ject  of  which  was  evidently  to  remove  the  uncertainty  of  those 
relations  which,  subsistied  between  the  two  courts,  would  be 
entirely  ilIusory,since  it  would  still  leave  to  England  a  £icility  of 
continually  adding  fresh  conditions  to  those  already  agreed  on* 
Henceit  follows,  that  the  British  Government  could  no  longer 
exact  a  distinct  explanation  on  the  subjea  of  the  subsidies,  as 
the  price  of  their  respect  for  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  so  long 
as  the  two  conditions  relative  to  the  armaments,  and  to  the 
sale  of  prizesr  should  be  strictly  fulfilled. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  motives,  according  to  which  the 
King  might  have  dispensed  with  answering  directly  t6  this  de- 
mand, his  Majesty,  putting  himself  above  all  those  considenr- 
.tions  naturally  excited  by  itnc  irregular  conduct  of  Mr.  Frere^ 
has  even  condescended  to  make  an. explicit  and  satisfactory 
answer,  in  renewing  to  him  a  similar  assurance  to  that  which 
I  had  already  given  by  his  order  to  the  British  Government  ^ 
namely,  that  the  subsidies  stipulated  by  the  convention  are 
but  an  equivalent  for  the  succours  ixh  troops  and  ships  which 
he  was  obliged  by  the  treaty  of  1 796  to  furnish  to  France,  and 
that,  in  tliat  convention,  there  is  no  article  prejudicial  to  £ng<* 
land,  or  contrary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality.  This  moderate, 
jfrank,  ai)d  satisfactory  answer  of  my  court  served  but  to  pro- 
duce fresl>  complaints  on  the  p^t  of  the  British  Charge  d'Af- 
^res,  who  did  not  hesitate  at  the  same  time  to  demand  his 
passports.  His  Majesty,  constantly  faithful  to  his  principles 
of  moderation,  endeavoured  to  prevent,  by  every  means  com- 
]patible  with  his  dignity,  the  consequences  of  so  extcaordinary 
a.  demand,  and  did  not  make  any  difficulty  in  reiteratipg  to 
him  again  the  most  amicable  and  most  firank  assurance^  as  wqU 
on  the  subsidies,  as  on  the  armaments ;  but  all  his  efforts  haiae 
been  useless. .  At  lengtii,  perceiving  thathe  was  obs^nate  in 
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Msbing  to  leaVe  Madrid,  since  in  die  space  of  seven  days  he 
had  four  times  demanded  his  passports,  and  that/  at  the  last 
solicitation,  he  had  even  threatened  to  remain  there  as  a  pri- 
▼site  individual,  or  dse'to  depart  without  passports,  the  King 
ibund  himself  under  the  necessity  of  granting  them  to  hon* 
however  unpleasingfbrhis  Majesty  might  be  the  consequence 
which  would  arise  from  so  precipitate  a  step. 

At  the  same  time  that  this  unexpected  stroke  deprived  hi* 
Majesty  of  nearly  all  the  hopes  he  had  till  then  entertainedf 
his  heart  was  penetrated  with  the  deepest  affliction,  on  learn- 
ing the  dreadful  event  of  the  5th  of  October,  and  the  disastrous 
circumstances  by  which  it  had  been  accompanied.  AU 
though  the-details,  which  he  received  from  all  quarters,  and 
the  uniformity  of  all  the  accounts,  gave  to  this  intelligence^att 
the  force  ol  an  indubitable  fact,  his  Majesty,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  invariable  rectitude  of  his  sentiments,  and  not 
having  as  yet  received  official  information  on  this  head,  'flat- 
tered himself  by  callmg  in  question  the  reality  of  a  similau*  out- 
rage :  at  least,  he  could  not  persuade  himself  that  it  had  been 
paused  by  an  order  issued  by  the  British  Government.  His  Ma« 
jesty  has  consequently  or<tercd  ^e  to  demand  of  them  catego- 
rical explanations,  on  the  detention  of  his  frigates,  on  the  in- 
striiiCtions  which  may  have  been  sent  to  the  English  comman« 
ddrs,  and  on  the  motives  which  may  have  induced  the  British 
Charge  d'Aflaires  to  break  off  all  communication  with  the 
Spanish  Ministry. 

Notwithstanding  the  coincidence  of  such  alarming  intelli- 
gence, with  the  irregular  conduct  of  Mr.  Frere,  the  King  could 
not  resolve  to  take  any  measure  which  had  the  least  appearance 
pf  hostility.  So  much  had  he  at  heart  the  continuance  of 
peace,  it  was  not,  till  after  iiaving  learnt,  in  an  authen^i^ 
inanner,  the  act  of  violence  exercised  on  the  abovementioned 
frigates,  by  virtue  of  an  express  order  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, that  his  Majesty  found  himself  under  the  necessity,  19 
order  to  consult  the  interest  of  his  people,  to  order  an  embar- 
go to  be  laid,  by  way  of  reprisals,  on  all  English  property^ 
throughout  his  dqminions. 

In  this  state  of  things,  if  the  King  can  ho  longer  flatter 
himself  with  the  hope  of  an  accommodation,  if  the  system 
insuiifested  for  some  time  past^  by  England  seems  to  rendoir 
inevitable  a  rupture  between  two  nations,  of  which  tKe  rcci* 
procal  interest  ought  to  lead  them  to  live  always  in  good  un« 
derstanding  with  each  other,  his  Majesty  has  not  at  least 
id)andoned  ths  desire  to  listen  to  pacific  overturss^  and  is  still 
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dTisposed  to  .avail  himself  o£  all  the  means  of  conciliaeion  wluck 
snay  be  compatible  with  the  digiiity  of  hi&  crown,  and  the 
safety  of  his  kingdoms. 

But  if»  notwithstandiiig  this  conciliatory  and  pacific  decla- 
ration, which  I  have  the.  honor,  conformably  to  the  wishes 
of  the  King  my-  master,  to  make  to  your  excellency,  tbic 
British  Government  should  decide  on  takii^  the  resolution 
to  decbure  open  war  against  him,  his  Majesty  in  that  case,  con- 
fiding in  the  fidelity  of  his  subjects,  and  in  the  purity  of  his 
conscience,  will  have  recourse  to  those  forces  whichProvidcnce 
latas.  entrusted  to  him  for  the  defence  of  his  people^  and  will 
commit  to  the  &rtune.  of  war  the  result  of  a  conflict  which  ho 
has  in  no  degree  provoked,  and  with  the  consequences  of 
which  he  will  accordingly  not  have  to  reproach  himself. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  8cc. 

(Signed)        The  Chev-  D' ANDUAG  A* 
-To  his  Excellency  Lord  Harrowby, 
.  principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  affidrs. 

No.  ,22. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  .George  Hammond  Esquire,  to  J.  H. 
FrerCj  Esq.  dated  Downing-street,  24th  December  1804. 

Sir, 

I  HEREWITH  incbse  to  you  the  extract  of  a  note  from  thfe 
Chevalier  d'Anduaga,  dated  the  2  ad  of  this*Month^  in  which, 
you  will  observe  an  assertion  of  that  minister,  that  the  navsd 
armament  carried  on  in  the  ports  of  Spain  was  confined  to 
the  limits  prescribed  by  an  agreement  concluded  on  the  f  9th 
of  October  1803,  between  the  British  and  Sj)anish  Govern** 
ments.  No  traces  of  any  such  agreement  having  been 
found  in  the  correspondence  of  this  office,  I  ?m  directed  to  re* 
quest  that  you  will  state  to  me,  for  the  information  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  whether  ypu  ever  entered  into  any 
agreement,  expressed  or  implied,  with  the  Spanish  Alinisters^ 
which  can  in  any  degree  warrant  the  assertion  of  the  Chevar 
^er  d'Anduaga  to  which  I  have  adverted. 

,  I  am,  &c. 

GEO.  HAMMONDr 
J.H.  Frerc,  Esq, 
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(tndosare  refored  t6  inlfo.  22*)  ^  r 

3£xiract  of  a  note  from  the  Cheralier  d'Anduaga  to  Lord 
Harrowby,  dated  22d  December  .1804. 

ALTHOUGH  such  reproacbesj  in  return  for  the  proofs 
Vhich  the  King  had  always  given  of  his  eagerness  to  strengthen* 
the  bonds  of  friendship  which  uiuted  him  to  the,  British  Go-i 
vernment,  were  of  a  nature  to^excite  in  him  th^  greatest  sur* 
prise»  his  Majesty,  nevertheless^  directed  a^syrers  to  the  in- 
temperate representations  of  Mr.  Frere,  to  be  made  with  that 
moderation  ^hich  is  the  moat  striking  point  }n  the  history  of 
his  political  conduct  |  a  moderation  the  more  signal  from  thi$ 
circumstan^Ci  that  the  ^bovementioned  armament,  which  ex- 
cited so  much  sensation,  was  confined  within  the  limits  pre* 
scribed  by  an  agreement,  which  Was  concluded  on  the  19th 
October  1803,  between  the  two  Governments,  since  it  was 
restricted  to  the  same  number  of  vessels  which  were  already 
armed  before  this  epoch  $  and  what  proves  still  more  clearly 
the  paci^  views  of  the-King,  is  that  the  armament  in  question 
had  been  suspended  by  his  Majesty  s  orders  some  days  before 
the  British  Charge  d' Affajres  had  brought  forward  his  com- 
plaint  on  the  subject,  ./  . 

'  No.  23. 

Letter  from  J.  H.  Frere,  Esq.  to  George  Hammond,  Esq.  dated  ^ 
London,  Z4th  December  1804. 

Sir,  .      -^ 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  letter.  The  expression  in  the 
Chevalier  d' Anduaga's  note  is  quite  unintelligible  to  m^  It 
appears  to  assert  the  existence  of  something  of  the  nature  of  a 
Written  treaty,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  armaments^ 
:»d  it  assigns  the  19th  of  October  X803  as  tbs  'date  of  Ihis 
supposed  agreement.  It  is  certain,  nevertheless^  that  Hb  con* 
Motion  or  Agreement^  ^tber  written  cr  ycrbal^  ^"^^^  pasped 
between  Mr.  CevaUos  and  m^,  eitl^er  tbeKt  or  at  a|iy  othor 
time*  A  .declaration  indeed,  was  made  in  the  .nptes  addressed 
to  Mr.  Ceyallos  on  the  24th  of  January  ^md  the  1 8th  of  "Bof^ 
bruary,  stating,  that  his  Majest/s  Govem^neni  .was  diq>P$|s4| 
in  hopes  of  better  times,  to  e;bercise  for  the  present  a  discrcp 
tional  forbesurance ;  yet  that  this  forbearance  would  cease  the 
moment  that  Spaip  depg^rte^  from  her  iU^tus  qfta  y^ilbx  respejj; 
to  anoavaents^ 

Idc  CeKaUos  :ia  his  wsv^  ^a$  doscri))^  j^dcclffiiljjopy 

R 
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t^e  hasis  ot  2  hetitrafity  Uhding  upon  Gfeat  Si^itain.  A(ter^ 
wards,  m  his  correspoodaice  with  my  brother,  whose  first  ob' 
ject  was  to  bring  back  the  Spanish  armaments  to  the  state  in 
which  they  had  been  left  in  consequence  of  this  declaration, 
Mr.  Cevallos  goes  a  step  further,  and  calls  it  a  convention  of 
neutrality  proposed  by  Great  Britain :  this  is  in  his  note  of 
the  29th  of  October  1804,  which  can  have  no  alliisioA,  but  tor 
the  declaration  of  the  24th  of  January  and  the  1 8th  of  Febru- 
ary. Again,  in  his  note  of  the  3d  of  November,  he  refers  to  a 
convention  or  treaty  of  neutrality  of  the  19th  of  October 
1803  i  meaning,  I  suppose,  the  treaty  of  subsidy  with  France, 
the  stipulations  of  which,  though  they  have  never  been  com- 
municated, he  refers  to  as  known ;  and  in  a  manner  implying 
that  they  were  mutually  binding  upon  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 
I  cannot  but  imagine  .that  Mr.  D*Anduaga  must  have  been 
misled  by  these  two  circumstances,  and  that  seeing  it  asserted 
in  Mr.  Cevallos*  note  of  the  29th  of  October,  that  there  ex- 
isted a  treaty  of  neutrality,  which  had  beenprofxjsed  by  Great 
Britain ;  and  again,  in  the  note  of  the  jd  of  November,  that 
the  state  of  the  armaments  was  to  be  regulated  by  a  conven- 
tion of  the  19th  (^  October ;  he  may  have  concluded  that 
they  were  one  and  the  same,  and  consequently  may  have 
affixed  to  this  imaginary  treaty  the  date  of  the  one  concluded 
with  France.  My  conjecture  maybe  vrong,  but  Mr.  D'An- 
du8^*s  assertion  appears  to  me  inexplicable  In  any  other  way^ 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.H.FRERE. 

G.  Hammond,  £$q« 

Ko.  24. 

Sxtract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Nngent  to  the 
Ri^t  Honourable  Lord  Hobart,  dated  Jamaica,  14th  Ja- 
nuary 1804. 

I  HAVE  just  received  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Su  Jago  de  Cuba  of  the  8th  instant ;  and  as  the  intelligence  is 
fully  credited  by  the  gentlemen  who  forwarded  it  to  me,  I 
have  advised  the  idmir  J  of  its  contents.  The  French  troops 
^udtid  to  arc  parts  of  the  garrisons  of  Port  au  Prince,  under 
tSeneral  La  Valette;  Cape  Nicola  Mok,  under  General 
NbaijUesi  andJeremie}  which  escaped  from  our  cruizers ;  to- 
fetfaer  with  a  considerable  number  of  sick  and  convalescents^ 
WhoQi  it  ym  cpnsi^^red  as  unsafe  to  bring  away,  or  to  retaip 
in  Jamaica.    I  am  sorry  that  the  reduction  in  our  num1ier& 
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fiere  Will  not  permit  me  to  reinforce  Providence ;  but  I  am 
confident  in  the  efficacy  of  our  naval  force  W  the  protection 
of  that  island  and  its  dependencies. 

We  shall  lode  with  a  very  jealous  eye  towards  Cuba,  in 
which  island  the  French  troops  have  hcea^  contrary  to  the  pre- 
tended neutrality  of  the  Spanish  Government,  most  glaringly 
peroaitted  to  remain  embodied,  and  privsueers  to  be  fitted 
out,  notoriously^  the  property  of>  and  manned  by  French* 

No.  25. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Qovemor  Halkett  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Hobart>  dated  Bahamas,  26th  January^ 
.    1804. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  by  in- 
formation }\irx  received  here  from  different  parts  of  the  coast 
of  .Cuba,  there  cannot>  I  think,  be  any  doubt  but  that  aA  ex- 
pedition is  immediately  intended  against  this  place  by  a  body 
of  French  troops  that  have  been  landed.under  General  No$iiUe» 
in  diatisland  from  St..  Domingo. 

I  am  so  confident  of  the  authenticity  of  the  informatidn, 
and  of  their  intention  against  this  island,  that  I  shall  imme- 
diately give  information  jof  it  to  Geaor?}  Nugent  and  Ad^ 
miral  Duckworth  at  Jamaica,  and  abo  to  Sir  Andrew  Mitchttt 
at  Bermuda,  to  request  sohie  additional  protecbioo, if  possiU€» 
witfaont  delay.  .  ;   y 

(Enclosure  in'No.  15.) 

St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  8th  January  I'tfo^.*  ' 

A  FRENCH  agen(  arrived  here  two  days  ag^  who  iSj;$aid,tq 
have  great  authority.  The  Spanish  governor  will  not  as  ]ret 
recognize  hin^,  which  circumstance  has  not,  however/ pce« 
f emedhis  leav^iga  deputy,  for  the  purpose  o(  adjudgiQgprizes;^ 

General  Noailles  has  left  Barracoa,  together  with  his  arnx^ 

i which  consists  of  from  1000  to  120O  men,)  oil  their  way  to 
'orto  Principe,  where  he  is  to  organize  and  augment  it.  Some 
perscMis  hnve  been,  sent  by  him  to  that  town,  in  order  to  it^i^ 
cruit  them  secretlvl  It  is  affirmed,  that  he  has  an  intention 
cf  Itoakihg himsdi  ihast^  of  h Providence,  but  Ihope  that 
he  will  he  stopped  in  his  way  thither.  Frivateers  are  in 
geezer  number  tlum  ever  i  every  body  is  fitting  them  out. 
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No.  26. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Halkett  to  the  Right  Ho* 
'  nourable  LonI  Hobart,  dated  Bahamasi  3d  Febtmry  1804. 
— Received  pth  of  April  foUowing. 

£1  NC£  I  had  the  h^nor  of  irxnting  to  your  Lordship  on  die 
i6th  ukimOi  Admiral  Duckworth  has  sent  another  sloop  of 
war  to  this  statioDy  so  that  I  have  no  ^oubt,  with  the  other 
vessels  already  equipped  in  tlii3  port,  and  the  steps  adopted 
for  the  defence  of  the  island,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  give  a 
good  account  of  the  intended  French  equipment,  when  it  ar- 
riyc;s. 

In  addition  to  the  corroborated  'information  I  have  ^received 
*ellitxve  to  this  subject,  Admiral  Duckworth  mentions,  that  the 
French  force  under  General  Noailles  at  Barracoa  amounted  to 
betweeii  1000  and  1100  men ;  thai  he  was  organizing  and  en« 
^rearing  hii  force;  that  he  had  been  employing  secret  agents 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  his  plan  against  this  island  (of 
irhith  1  had  received  good  information),  and  mentioning  thQ 
Quarter  where  it  was  supposed  they  wotild  attempt  a  landxDg, 
Every  precaution,  however,  has  I  think  been  takeUt  and  it  is 
iKXttttticly  improbable  that  they  can: arrive  without  notice 
bd&g  given  ot  f hdir-ipproach  $  rad  effectual  resistance  made 
to  their  progress  by  the  v^sels,  which  have  been  cmfioyed  iop 
t(his '^tirpose*         :     '  « 

«  likteed  by  an  accopm  redsived  from  the  coast  of  Cuba^  I 
chink  that  it  is  likely  that  General  Noailles  has  been  recently 
killed  in  an  action  which  took  place  on  that  coast,  with  one  of 
the  armed  private  v^ds£^m.tkis  pesivtjie  captain  of  which 
vexy^.imprud^^t^v  J  permitted  himself  lo  be  boarded  in  the 
night  time  fey  a  rrehdh  vessel,  haVih'g  on  board  about  Q50 
F¥dich46Uii&^  the  captain  of  ihe  British  Vessel  was  killed, 
together  with  si  great  numbed  of  l^to  crew;  and  the  vessel  cap- 
.ftffcdv^  Pnndershlnd  that  eighty  br'h'iiifetyof  the  Frtnch  sol- 
^^rs  ireirt  kilted  ih  the  action,  and  that  General  NoaiUes  died 
itfhiswoiihds,  -  •  ^i  •  ' 

'•  -v  '''  ^'  *'^    '   '^'.No.  27.:'  ;■' "      ••;=•-•'' 

£9ijtract  of  a  L^tcr  {po^JGf}YcmQf.]^dikettto  the.R^htHo-. 
n  i^purabl^  Lord  )|$i¥9ft,|  8fC.  ^c,*  $x:.  dated  Opy^yi^xpent 
^  HoMse,  ljah5maftxj:l^]thFcbniai7.:-^^4^  of 

,,:April..ifoUpvjfl{.    .   ,a/ '  . :  I   n  <   .*    -         J    i    -i 

LHADth^lmttiiliiar  vi  lifqrm.  your  Lordslnp,  by  the^vayr 
of  America,  on  the  26th  ultimo  and  3d  instanti  of  an  intended 
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attack  Qpoo  the  kkrnd  of  New  Pf  oVi4eQce»  hy  a  body  of 
French  trpqps>  (^mounting)  by  the  latest  accounts^  to  from 
t^relve  to  hht/on  hundred  men),. who  h^d  fled  frcfofi  St.  Dp* 
fldiDgOf  and  h^ve  been  collecting  in  various  parts  of  the 
island  o£  Cuba.  The  corroboration  of  the  intended  attempC» 
and  the  infom^dtiQn.of  the  quarter  from  which  we  ought  most 

Eirticuhrly.  to  look,  for  them,  had  been  sent  to  me  by  Sir  J^^hn 
uckworth  from  ^maica. 
:.  The  principal  part  of  the  French  force  is  now  at  the  Har 
vUna,  and  I  haVe  been  under  the-  necessity  of  sending  a  re«> 
monstcaoce  to  the  Spani^  Governor  there,  with  respect  to 
the  tacit  protection  the  enemy  have  been  receiving  in  difii;r^|it 
places  under  his  command,  and  demanding  an  explicit  answer 
on  the  subject.  I  can  assure  yOur  Lordship,  that  every  srep 
nas  been  adoptpc;!  here  which  can  add  to  our  security,  and  pnv 
tection.  I  haye^  hired  all  the  armed  vessels  which  we  can 
possibly  man  in  this  colony,  and  I  think  it  likely  that  the  pre- 
parations which  have  been  made,  may  prevent  their  under- 
taking what  nothing  but  their  superiority*  of  numbers  cobld 
have  originally  suggested. 

No.  28. 

« 

iJxtract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Halkett  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Lord  Hobart,  dated  Government  House,  Bahamas, 
7th  April'  1804. — Received  20th  June  following. 

THE  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government  at  Cuba,  with 
respect  to  the  French-,  has  becri^  considering  the  n^tndity, 
shameful  in  the  highest  degfrfee.  Td'the  remonstrances  which 
r thought  it  my  duty  to  make  to  the  Governor  at  the  Havan- 
nah,  he  atiiwcr^i  thfrt  hothin?  'mconsist^t  with' the  rules  Of 
netitrality  had  taken  phce  withih  hii  Government  f  ^alidihae 
hfe  confirfed  himsetf'stnctly'  to  'commin  acts  of  hliittaaity  Or 
hospitality  to  the Trench  who  had  arrived  there.  Thb'  he 
as^irts,  although -it  fa  i  riotoridtti  ftict,'thaf  the  whole  of  ^the 
extensive  coast  of  the  island  of  tSi^' has  for  «eve^l  months 
been  a  shelter  and  protection  to  the  numerous  French  priva- 
teers who  infest  those  seas,  and  has  afforded  them  safe  and 
edAt^i(5fit^^«l^0f<le^tit  &)f  thdirjprizeB.  IntHe  Havana 
va&'itiljU^  ^ttied  veesek^havelieeh'  fitted  ^t  by  the  French^ 
have  proceeded  to  sea  and  immediately  returned  with  valuable 
British  pfi^,  part  of  who^e  ^goes  have. been  dis{i9sed  of  in 
|hat  port  without  any  questions  or  interference*    Thsre  are 
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now  in  the  H^rannah  four  valuable  homeward  Jwund  fznaicM, 
shipSf,  and  four  brigs,  which  they  have  recently  csptmrd  and 
carried  to  that  place.  They  have  been  purcha^iiig  vetseb  and 
arming  them  there,  :^d  have  been  allowed  a  degree  of  licence 
and  latitude  which  can  be  looked  upon  as  little  short  of  actual 
hostility  tm  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Govemtneiit. 

The  French  squadron  in  the  Havannah  amounts  to  atbout 
ten  armed  vessels  of  difierent  descriptions,  and  they  have  pur* 
fJiased  three  American  ships  for  transport.  If  they  proceed 
towards  Enropf)  I  think  it  probable  they  wiH  meet  with  Ad- 
miitd  Mitchdl^s  squadron  from  Belmtida,  as  I  have  sent  early 
'  information  to  him  of  their  pr6bable  motions. 

No.  29. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Hal.kettto  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Lord  Hobart,  dated  Government  House,  Bahanuis» 
i^t'h  May  1804.  *    • 

I  AM  liappy  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the. French' 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  La  Valette  have  2t 
length  left  the  island  of  Cuba.  Some  of  them  have,  I  be- 
lieve, proceeded  with  the  intentipn  of  joining  the  French,  who, 
it  is  reported,  still  hold  possession  of  the  city  of  St.  Domingo. . 
Others  of  them,  1  imagine,  have  gone  to  Charleston  in  their 
way  to  Europe.  La  valette,  together  with  Desluyes,  the 
Commodore  of  this  squadron,  and  about  20a  of  their  best 
troops,  have  been  cast  away  on  one  of  the  most  northern  of 
the  £>iha4ta  islands,  apd  .pr9bably  all  di;owned«  except  one 
officer  and  a  few  men,  who  were  picked.up  by  one  of  the  New 
Prpvkience  vessels,  and  broiught  to  this  place. 
..  As  I  think  we  can  have  now  no  just  cause  of  any  apprehension 
of  9tt;ac):^  here  from  the  French,  1  have  discoi^tinued  the  addi- 
tiotialhir^  armed  vessels  i  ^d  I  hope,  before  my  departure 
frpm  this  island,  I  ^hall  haveclcared  off  every  expence  what- 
evjef  whicK  has  been'  incurred  upon  this  necessary  occa$ipn, 
aitd  which  was,  in  n^y  opinion,  the  undoubted  cause  of  pre^ 
venting  any  attempt  upoa  this  island. 

No.  3b. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutebant  Governor  Nugent  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Hobaurt,  dated  Jamaici,  90th  May 
1804. 

THE  Governor  of  the  island  of  Cuba  having  permitted  the 
French  txx)op9'' which  escaped  from  St.  Domingo  to  assemble 
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and^  equip  ^emselves  for  service  at  the  Havannah>  See*  ax^d 
havine  alsp  given  encouragement  to  the  fitting  out  of  priva- 
teers from.  the.  harbours  of  that  island,  to  the  injury  of  the 
oornmerce  of  Jamaica^  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  and  I  have 
thought  it. necessary  at  length  to  write  the  enclosed  letter  to. 
the  Marquis  d^  Someruelos  upon  the  subjlsct.  The  Fortunee 
frig^t^  h^  not  yet  returned  with  an  answer. 

(Enclosure  in  No.  30.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Kugent  and  Sir    * 
J.  T.  Duckworth  to  the  Governor  of  the  Havannah^  dated 
King's  House,  Jamaica,  ipth  April  1804. 

Sir, 

REAR  Admiral  Duckworth,  cpmmanding  the  squadroi> 
of  the  King  our  master  in  these  seas,  having  m  his  letted  of 
the  3d  of  ^ptember,  1 8th  of  December,  and  36th  of  January, 
stat^  td  vour  Excellency  the  breached  of  neutrality  that  v^ere 
continually  taking  place  in  the  various  outports  of  Cuba 
within  your  Excellency's  Government,  even  to^he  collecting^ 
and  organizing  a  French  force  under  the  General  of  Brigade 
Noailles,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  his  Majesty's  island  of 
New  Providence,  or  other  of  his  settlements  \  we  had  full 
reliance  on  your  Excellency's  high  character,  to  put  a  stop  to 
acts  so  hostile  as  must  evidently  be  destructive  of  that  har« 
mony  which  we  thought  happily  subsisted  between  the  two 
nations,  and  which  we  have  endeavoured  by  every  means  to 
preserve  for  the  general  good  of  both.  It  is  therefore  with 
great  regret  we  ieel  ourselves  called  upon,  in  our  joint  situa- 
tions is  Governor  and  Naval  Commander  in  Chief,  to  repre- 
sent to  your  Etcellency  that  we  have  recently  received  ac- 
counts from  tlie  Havannah,  the  place  of  your  Excellency's 
residence!  that  the  French  troops  already  alluded  to  are  al- 
lowed to  assemble  there,  and  to  hdd  out  the  same  tlu'eatenin^ 
aspect;  and  that  British  vessels  captured  by  French  privateers 
equipped  in  the  Havannah  (we  may  even  say  under  your  Ex- 
cdlenc/s  eye),  af  e  brought  in  and  their  cargoes  taken  out  i 
tad  as  a  proof,  j^articdarize  to  your  Excellency  the  British 
Queen,  idiich  is  said  to  be  intended  for  General  Valette  and^ 
part  of  his  troops ;  add  to  this  the  brig  George  from  New  ^ 
Brunswick,  a  ship  from  Honduras,  a  brig,  and  schooner  Fly  * 
bom  ^is  island,  are  part  of  the  captures.  It  consequently, 
must  tie  obvious  to  your  Excellency  a  continuance  of  measures 
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$0  hostfle  to  a  nation  hy  whom  the  strictest  amity  is'presentd, 
must  lead  to  consequences  most  <iread(ui  to  reflect  on. 

We  therefore  have  dispatched  his  Majesty's  ship  Fortmiee 
to  convey  our  sentiments,  and^  if  possible,  to  avert  the  evil 
which  must  be  the  result  of  a  continuance  of  our  enemy. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.NUGENT. 

J.  T.  DUCKWORTH, 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Someruclos, 
Captain- General,  &c.  &c.  &c; 

No.  31. 

Copy  of  an  order  from  Sir  Edward  Pdlcr^^  Bart«  to  Captain 
.  Wallis,  oi  His  Majesty's  Ship  Naiad,  dated  on  board  the 
Tonnant,  off  the  Coact  of  Spain,  the  15  th  August^  1803. 

HIS  Excellency  the  Captain  General  of  Galicia,  resident  at 
Coruuna,  having  signified  to  you,  in  reply  to  your  request  for 
refreshments  and  water,  that  you  were  at  liberty  to  supply 
your  wants  there. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed,  in  his 
Majesty's  ship  you  comma^^d,  into  the  outer  roads  of  Corunna, 
^nd  request  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  permission  to.com- 
fdete  your  water  accordingly ;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  you  will 
^gnify  your  expectation  of  receiving  that  denial,  by  which  he 
deprives  his  Majesty's  ships  of  the  rights  of  neutrality,  in 
writing,  that  you  may  transmit  it  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
in  England. 

You  are  to.  permit  as  little  communication  with  the  shore 
as  possible,  «nd  to  be  particularly  cautious  to  si^port  the  good 
understanding  which  at  present  ;subsists  between  the  subjects 
©f  the  two:.natiDns,5  and  in  every  thing  conform  yout^elf  with 
strict  neutrality,  holding  youxself  on  guard,  and  ready  to  come 
out,  ,if  any  suspicious  circumstances  sbould  arise  to  create 
^lansa  in  jour  mind  of  any  hostile  intention. 

/Qiven  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Tonnaqt,  off  the  Coast 
ofSpain»  ij;thAs2gust^i8p3. 

(Signed)-      E.iPELLEW* 
Captain  Waliis/H.^.  Ship  Naiad. 
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No.  82. 

^Copjr  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  WalKs  df  Ms  Majcst/s  Shi> 
.    Naiadj  dated  in  Gonumai  i6th  August^  1^63. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  to  request  jou  will  send  me  ofi>  in  Spanish  boats^ 

•fifty  tons  of  wattr,  which  shall  1>c  paid  for  in  the  usual  way  ; 

as  also  fresh  beef>  if  it  can  be  obtained  i  likewi!(lK  Vegetables. 

or  any  kind  of  refreshments  yoti  may  be  aMe  to  procure. 

XPlease  to  send  me  an  answer  in  writing. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c;  &c.  &c. 

J.  WALLIS. 
To  his  firitamiic  Majesty's  acting  Consul,  at  Corunna. 

No.  «ai 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  WalUs  to  the  Cat>tain  General 
ot  JGalicia,  dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Natad,  in 
Corunna,  i6th  August,  1803* 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  not  hitherto  been  abld  to  avafl  myself  of  yoiir  fix- 
treBcncy's  permission  given  the  3ist  of  last  month  to  water 
the  King's  sUp  under  my  command.  I  am  now  cottie  £ot 
that  purpose,  and  I  i^eqncst  yout  ^Excellency  will  permit  the 
gentleman  who  acts  as  Eitglish  consul  to  send  me  o^  between 
forty  and  fifty  tons  in  Spanish  boats,  which  will  compile  tKe 
ship's  water,  and  it  shall  be  regularly  paid  for. 

1  am  very  desirous  of  manifesting  my  respect  to  his  hiost . 
Catholic  Majesty,  which  I  shall  do  by  a  salute  of  fifteen  guns, 
when  I  see  his  colours  hoisted  on  any  of  the  forts  or  fortifica- 
tions, and  an  assurance  in  writing  from  your  Excellency,  that 
a  similar  respect  will  be  shewn  to  the  nation  I  have  the  honouf 
io  l^elotig  to,  by  returning  an  equal  nmnber  of  gUns. 

I  beg  yimr  Excellency  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  high  re- 
spect and  due  consideration,  your  Exctlkncy's  moit 
obedient  servant, 

Captain  of  his  ^Majesty's  Ship  NttiKd. 
To  his  Exedkncy  die  Captain  General 
of  G^fCB,  &c.  &c»^  &c. 
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No.  34. 

Copy  of  a  Le^er  from  Patrick  Morroghy  Esqukc,  Kb  Maje^r^s 
6on5ul  at  Coninnai  to  Captain  Wallis>  of  the  Naiad,  cEated 
17th  August,  1803.  ♦ 

Sir, 

tN  answer  to  your  letter  of  ycscerday'is  date,  I  have  to  !»• 
form  you  that  the  letter  you  wrote  to  the  Captain  General  was 
handed  to  him  this  morning,,  with  its  translation.  He  ac- 
quiesces in  your  demand,  that  you  may  have  the  necessary 
supplies  of  water  and  refreshments,  and  that  you  and  your 
of^cers  may  come  on  shore  whenever  you  may  think  fit ;  but 
he  cannot  in  what  you  require  of  the  salute,  gun  forgiun, 
as  this  is  only  practised  by  late  treaties  with  Russia  and 
France ;  but  he  will  return  the  salute  as  with  all  other  nations 
in  amity,  with  two  guns  les£.  . 

I  send  the  bearer,  with  a  boat,  for  the  casks  to  be  filled  with 
water  j  but  I  must  observe  to  you,  it  will  take  some  days  tt>  . 
get  the  quantity  yon  want.  I  shall  send  off  this  evening  fire 
hundred  pounds  of  fresh  beef>  and  hav^  sent  into  the  country 
for  two  bullocks  and  thirty  sheep,  as  tliey  are  not  to  be  had 
tUs  day  in  town,  and  expect  to  he  able  to  send  them  to  you 
to»morrpw  evening.  You  will  please  mention  what  kind  ^ 
refreshments,  and  quantity  thereof^. you  would  have  sent  o^ 
which  shall  be  rmnnediately  complioi  with. 

I  remain^  &c.        PAT.  MORROGH- 
James  WaQIs,  Esquire. 

.  -  No.  95. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Morrogh,  British  OmisuI  at  Coi» 
runna,  to  Captain  James  Wallis,  dated  iTdi  August,  1803^ 

Sir, 

SINCE^rriting  to  you  this  momuig,.  I  have  received  tht 
enclosed  letter  for  you  fr^m  the  Captain  General,  requesting 
I  would  send  you  a  translation  of  it ;  on  reading  it,  I  imme- 
diately waited  on  Iiis  Excellency,  and  used  ali  the  arguments 
in  my  power  to  dissuade  him  fit>m  the  order  he  had  given  not 
to  let  come  on  shore  your  officers,  but  could  not  prevail  on 
him,  as  he  says  his  orders  are  so  pointed  from  court,  on  the 
head  of  vessel,  having  had  an  intercourse  with  any  from  the 
West  India  Islands.    I  told  him  that  I  did  not  )mow  that  you 
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Ind  eaptured  any  from  dience»  apd  that  if  you  did,  you  had 
taken  every  precaution  as  is  alWays  done ;  I  think  you  had 
better  enforce  this  point  in  your  answer  to  his  Excellency.  I 
have' got  the  casks  put  into  Spanish  boats^  and  shall  have  them 
^tjkd  as  soon  as  possible,;  until  some  further  determination,  I 
shall  send  off  in  Spanish  boats  what  you  may  demand.  You 
will  please  to  excuse  haste,  as  the  gentlemen  have  been  kept 
too  long  in  the  boat. 

I  am,  &c.       PATRICK  MORROGH. 

.  (Enidosure  in  No.  35.) 

'Hie  ftovemor  of  Corunna's  answer  to  Captain  W^lis's  FJr^l 
Letter,  dated  Corunna,  17th  August,  1803. 

Sir, 

..  I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  bdnp 
deairous  to  ^erve  you  in  whatever  lays  in  my  power,  I  have 
mentioned  to  the  British  agent  here  that  he  may  get  you  si|p» 
filed  with  water,  or  whatever  refireshments  you  may  reijuire  % 
and.  the  same  I  will  do  whenever  it  lays  in  my  power. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  reported  here  that  you  have  captured 
several  vessels  from  St.  Dom!np>9  which,  on  account  of  the 
qiidemic  fever  in  that  island,  has  spread  universal  alarm 
throughout,  and  the  health  board,  as  well  as  myseli^  havener 
ceived  the  strictest  orders  from  court  to  enforce  a  quarantine 
in  all  vessels  coming  from  the  West  India  Islands,  or  those 
wjio  may  have  had  any  intercoifrse  with  them;  for  which 
reason  it  lays  me  under  the  disagreeaUe  necessity  to  inform 
you  the  board  of  health  will  not  consent  that  any  of  your 
officers  or  men  come  on  shore,  nor  have  any  intercourse  with 
the  inhabitants,  nor  can  I  permit  your  vessel  to  enter  this  port 
without  she  is  to  perform  quarantine. 

In  re^d  to  the  salute^  the  orders  we  have,  are  to  treat  all 
men  ofwar  in  amky  with  his  Cathdic  Majesty  as  we  do  our 
*  own ;  audit  is  only  by  fiie  late  treaties  ^tthJRussia  apd  France 
that  gun  for  gun  is  returned,  otherwise  I  should  fixid  gre9t' 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  comply  wkh  your  request,  not  only 
in  this,  but  in  any  thing  else  you  think  I  can  lac  df  service  to 
veu  ^  and  remain  truly,  Sir, 

Tour  attentive  humble  servant* 


St 
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Qjipy  of  a  Letter  'from  Captain  Willis  to  the  Capuin  Gcoen} 
of  Galicia,  dated. on  bosaA  bi&  Britsinnic  Majesty's.  Shijl^ 
Nfiiad,  in.  Coi^unnd,  th?  ijib  Au£^t>  1893. 

"Sir,     

I  AMfto  apfani^w}e4^  cl^e  i^^ceipl  o£  vour  Excellency';  letr 
ter  of  this  date,  the  contents  of  which  I  must  confess  mysdf 
at  a  loss  how  to  acpaunt  for ;  and  I  think  it  absolutely  reqi^? 
^ite  tq  c^U  your  ExceDencV^  attention  to.  the  intercourse  which 
^.tal^sn  place  betw60f)  tbi^  ship  and  Qorunpa^  sinc^  the  jotk 
of  last  month,  which  ought  to  do  away^y  in^pression  in  your 
mind  of  my  having  any  infectious  disorder  on  ix>ard. 
'  By  your  letter  of  the  3  ist  to  me,  you  expressed  ypurreadi- 
PCS&  to  me  to  comply  withmyirequest,  and  as  a  neutral  imioq 
I'Jbad  a  right,  it  being. merely  water  aund  refreshments.  Un- 
d«c$tanding  I  could  get  those  thii^9  with  more  £icility  at 
Frzxol,  I  ^Bpljed  to  .the  Qoyemor  xif.that  place,  who  ^vised 
me  to  go  to  Gomnna,  where  I:  inigiit  jinchor,  sind  get  wl^aifliCB 
^iwanted. 

Underall  tbeseicircnmstanfles^lcame  oflfrhere  last  cveaini^ 
and' was;  piloted  to  an  anchorage  by.  a  pilot,  authorized  by 
y©u  to  do  so.  ...  X 

'  Biefiare  sun^set  I  sentt^n  officer: from\tbis  $hip  onshore  with 
tl^  rank*  of  .captain  of  infmtryy  with  9  letter  to  your  £xoei« 
iehcy ;  this  officer  was.  treated  wiih.  great  insult,  and  obliged 
to  return  to  me  without  being  permitted  to  deliver  die  letter 
he. was  charged  ynthf  smd  this  too.  in  (he  presence  of  the  offi- 
cersi  belonging  to  the  French  firigatc. 

'Ilfis^mornmg  at  £]ac  oVlOc)^  you  sent  off  what  was  reptncnt* 
ed  to  me  to  be  Uie  commandant  of  thoport^  and  three  gentle* 
mieti  bfthe  board  of  health  $  they  wer^  midk  mo  near  an  hour, 
and  made-many  pi^essions  of  friendship  on  the  p^  of  yo«r 
Excdlehoy,  and  an  apology  for.yoar  conduct  to  the  Bntiah 
officer  last  evening; 'from  which  I  attribute  the  treatment  he 
m^t  with  to  htiman  frailty  gtrided  by  particular  infiueace. 
Thtyinfcarmedsnojikdvme  thaA'theolKcers  of  this  ship  were 
by  yo^t  Excellency's  directions  permitted  to  go  on  1  sh^se  . 
wheneyei^'they  ptfaaed»  aod^oariconversation  since  that  with 
the  British  consul  upoA  the  subject,  conJGrmed  me  in  the  opi* 
nion  that,  if  they  were  permitted  to  go  on  shore,  they  would 
be  treated  with  that  respect  they  had  a  right  to  expect.    I  sent 
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mo  of  them.^ifterwanls  on  iu^y  t^'^ct  refresfainent$»r.biit  it 
ivouid  app^  that  your  E^qc^Uoi^'s  professions  of  fittendsUp* 
pnly  led  to  .msh.  for  afresh  oppptfvuMi^  to  insuit .  tl)ij&.' King's 
officers^umUr  my  copunandy  for,  >¥heii^  they  hQdei4  ^tliiQ  ceo- 
tiocls  poi)^te4  bayvnpts  to:thpir)>r«astS9dBd/droi^  t^omtntc^ 
t):ebo4  agalnyraudix^de.thfim^tay  there  f<!»r two  houtsi  a'ttd' 
then  they  fjeturned  on  bpar45  sunlthj^i'toe  is  said  .to:  be  hf' 
your  order,  upder  s^  f^l^e^  pretence  o£  my  having  *  taken  St. 
Domingo  ships?  .  Sirj  I  told  t;ti^aSfie»siof'be<ilth  this  raorni*- 
i^g,  that  I  h»d.ncyt  taken  aay  sin^4  le^  .Englandf  ondindi^ 
vidually  jm  dar^  npt. doubt  my  wordy  in^my  pubHo'sitnalaon 
you  ought  to pjace  mof eci^n6dence%  Lwiil  not  trespass  much- 
longer  on  your  Ei^cell^ncy's  time  or  patience,  but  I  regret.eit* 
ceedingly  you  are  so  badly  9dvis«d» .  I  must  therefore  request 
your  Excellency  will/  inform  me  in  writing,  for  the  informa-^ 
tion  pf  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  why  the  King  of  England's 
ship  under  my  command  is  deprived  of  the  rights  of  neutra- 
lity. 1  hope  sincerely  your  Excellency's  conduct  on  this  oc- 
casion may  not  lead  to  consequences  of  the  most  serious  na- 
ture. Sir,  1  shall  conclude  my,  correspondence  with  you,  by 
expressing  my  surprise  that  you  should  suppose  an  English 
Tnan  of  vrar  would  submit  to  any  thing  less  than  ^  equal 
number  of  guns  eyen  from  the  most  pow^ful  nation  in  £u* 
f  Ope.  .     '  • ' 

I  am,  with  due  consideration. 
Sir,  &c.  &x;. 
.  JAMES  WALLIS. 

Captain  of  his '  M^ty*s  Ship  Naiad. 
To  his  Excellency 

The  Captain  X^eneral  pf  Galicia,  Corunna. 

No.  37- 

Copy  of  a  Letter  fifom  Mt.  Patrick  Moirogh,  Attlng^dftsUl 
at  Corunna,  to  Captain  Wallis  of  the  Naiad,  d^ted  Corunna^ 
17th  August,  1803. 

Sir». 

IN  answer  to  your  lettcrof  yesterday^i  ditev  ThaTe  to-fai* 
form  you,  that  the  letter.yoii  wrote  to  the  captain  general  was 
handed  to  him  this  mornii^g,  with  its  translation.  He  ac- 
quiesces iayovird«|inandtfaaH^70U'4aay  have  the  necessary  sup* 
plies  b£  water  and  refreshments^  and  that  you  and  your  o£- 
^ccrs  may  conie  on  ^ore  whenever  jou  may  'think  fit,  but 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


he  cannot  in  what  you  require  of  the  salute,  g^n  fer  gun,  as 
fUs  is  only  fMracttsed  by  bte  treaties  with  Russia  and  France^ 
but  he  will  return  the  salute  m  with  all  other  nations  in  amky, 
with  two  guns  lesss  I  send  the  bearer  with  a  boat  far  the 
easks  to  be  filled  with  water;  but  I  must  observe  to  yoo,  it 
will  take  soq:ie  days  to  get  the  quantity  you  want.  I  shall 
send  oflFthis  evening  five  hundred  pounds  fireA  beef,  and  have 
sent  into  the  country  for  two  bidlocks  and  thirty  sheep,  as 
they  are  not  to  be  had  this  day  m  town,  and  expect  to  be  aUe 
to  send  them  to  you  to-morrow  evening.  Tou  will  please  to 
mention  what  kind  of  refreshmetits,  and  4Bantfty  thereof,  you 
would  hzve  sent  off,  which  shall  be  immediatdy  complied 
with. 

-I  remain,  &c. 


James  Wallls,  Esq: 

No.    38. 


PAT.MORROGH. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  of  Captain  WalHs  of  the  Naiad  to  Mr.  Mbr- 
rogh,  His  Majesty*s  Consul  at  Corunnat  dated  1 7tb  August 
1803. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  letter,  and  I  beg  you  to  ex- 
press my  thanks  to  the  captain  general  for  his  acquiescence  to 
my  request.*  I  am  sorry  that  what  hisExcellency  says  respecting 
the  salute,  puts  it  quite  out  of  my  power,  as  n>y  instroctions 
strictly  forbid  -mj  saluting ;  the  flag  of  any  nation  wi^hgut  a 
certainty  of  its  bemg  returned  by  an  equal  number  of  guns. 

You  will  have  to  hire  for  the  water,  as  I  wish  to  prevent 
pay  men  going  on  shore. 

I  shall  give  as  little  .trouble  as  possible,  and  observe  the 
strictest  neutrality;  therefore,  the  less  my  o$cers  and  men 
go  on  shore  the  better,  as  it  is  my  intenjtion  to  sail  as  aoqn 
as  I  can  get  the  water,  which  I  hope  will  be  by  to^norrow 
evening.  I  have  sent  the  purser  on  shore  to  settle  with  you 
fof  the  bullocks,  shq^  and  vqretaUes. 

t  am,  Sir, 

Tour  mo9t  obedient  servant, 

J.WALUS; 
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No.   30- 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Patrick  MorroA  Esquire,  British 
Consul  at  Corunnay  to  Captain  James  wallisj  dated  19th 
August,  1803. 

Sir,    

I  RECEIVED  your  kind  letter  of  the  17th  instant  by  last 
cvenine's  mail.  I  informed  his  Majesty's  consul  general  at 
Madrid  with  the  particulars  which  occurred  with  tbas  captain 
general,  on  his  not  permitting  your  officers  to  come  on  shore, 
with  such  frivolous  excuses;  and  I  am  sure  Mr.  Hunter  wEl 
do  the  needful  with  more  efficacy  than  any  thing  here. 

Mr.  Kearney  carries  the  account  of  the  dluborsements; 
every  assistance  and  expedition  has  been  dqne  that  this  place 
'  can  afibrd,  and  shall  be  happy  in  hearing  if  it  meets  your 
approbation,  and  sfasA  be  at  all  times  in  receiving  your  com- 
mands. 

I  am.  See.  &c. 

(Signed)    PAT.  MORROGH- 
James  Wallis  Esquire. 

No.  40. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Sir  Edward  Peilew,  Bart,  to 
The  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  dated  off  Cape  Prior, 
the  24th  of  August  1803. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  you  copies  of  a  corre- 

Sondence  between  captain  James  Wallb,  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
atad,  and  the  captain  general  of  the  province  of  Galicia, 
resident  at  Coronna,  and  my  order  to  captain  Wallis,  for 
proceeding  to  that  port  to  water,  upon  assurance,  before 
given  by  the  captain  general,  of  his  readiness  to  fi^xiish  the 
necessaries  that  ship  stood  in  need  of.  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you,  that  this  correspondence,  although  a  little  awkward  at 
&tt,  terminated  at  bat  amicably,  the  governor  expressing  his 
concern  that  he  could  not  permit  the  officers  to  come  on  shore, 
and  excusing  himself  of  any  intended  disrespect.  The  motives 
I  acted  upon  were  two,  the  first  to  obtain  a  direct  and  di- 
gested account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  French  squadron,  and 
their  probable  objects ;  the  other,  to  enable  me  to  supply  the 
Mars  with  water,  so  as  to  retain  her  on  her  station  as  long  as 
her  provisions  lasted.    In  this  particular  I  have  failed,  the 
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fiftgate  getting  dnly  thirty  tons;  and  I  do  net  c^kj  zkef 
what  passed,  and  the  manifest  influence  the  French  officers 
have  over  the  certain  genef»l>  that  he  will  aUo#  ef  the! 
Naiad's  watering  igain.  On  tht  former.part  ive  ircre  more 
successful,  and  understand  that  positive  orders  have  been  re- 
ceived from  Madrid,  not  only  to  equip  the  whole  of  thd 
Spanish  fleet  at  Ferrol,  but  to  refit  in  every  particular  the 
French  sqtmdron,  *and  to  allow  them  -to  impress  all  French- 
men in  their  ports,  to  complete  their  complements.  We 
learn,  however,  -by  the  same  means,  'that  the  arsenal  is  ex- 
tremely low  in  every  department;  and  it  id  said,  they  have 
not  stores  sufficient  to  comj^ete  the  French  ships  alone^* 

No.    41. 

^tract  of  a  Letter  from  Rcar-Admiral  Sir  Robert  Calder, 
Baronet,  to  Hgnourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  dsTted  oi^board 
his  Majesty's  Ship  Prince  of  Walesj  oflfCorunua,  the  lath 
Septeaiber-i8o3«  ' 

CAPTAIN  PROWSE  repoiits  the  Spaniards  have  received 
orders  to  fit  out  here  four  «ail  of  the  line  :  ai)d  they  further 
say,  that  France  has  demanded  their  assistance,  and  that  they 
^ar  they-shaUbe  compett^  to  join  thcin  in  the  mt  against 
England.  ^  If  J  may  judge  -feom  their  candact  towards  this 
squadrx>n,  I  should  suppose  there  can- be  little  doubt  but  tliat 
there  is  something  of  this  kind  in  agitation  between  France 
and  Spain  at  this  tiqie.;  I  have  iherefore  constantly  given 
orders  to  the  frigates  not  to  anchor  at  Corunna,  when  they 
have  sent  their  boats  in  to  gain  int^Hgence,  &c.  &c.  The 
other  day  I  directed  captain  Prowse  to  send  his  boat  into  a 
bay  to  get  some  sand )  when  she  landed  on  the  beach^  an 
omo^r'^  pafty  ^ame  down  to  order  them  off^  but  on  a  little 
expostulation,  the  officer  (who  was  an  Irishmati}  said,  **  ha 
**  'might  take  the  sand,  but  that  his  orders  were  to  CH-der  them 
**  off  directly."  As  a  corroborating  circumstance  of  my 
opinion  respecting  the  hostile  appearances  cf  the  Spaniards,  I 
iind  they  are  very  busy  htne  in  remounting  their  cannon  upon 
their  batteries :  and  they,  say  the  French' threaten  to  march 
40,000  men  into  their  oountry  direaly,  if  thi^y  do  aot  joia 
them 
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No.   42.  *    -. 

txtract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pellcw  to  the  Honorable 
Admiral  Comwallis,  dated  Tdnnant)  Entrance  of  Betancos 
Bay,  7th  January,  1804. 

I  HAVE  procured  a  ^mall  supply  of  fireih  beef>  whidi  is  ia 
Itself  cheap;  but  the  Spanish .  Qovemmcnt  having  demanded 
the  duties,  has  nearly  doubled  its  price.  ^ 

The  Freach  squadron  pay  no  duty^  and  l-sball  therefoi:^ 
write  Mr.  Frere,  at  Madrid*  upon  it.  This  supply  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  of  infinite  service  to  t&ie  pec^le  so  eon»^ 
pletely  out  of  clothing. 

TSd.  43. 

Extract  of  Information  from  Sir  Edward  Pdlew,  received  in 
Admiral  Cornwallis's  Letter  of  the  i  itK  January  1804. 

A  FEW  days  since  the  Spaniards  have  been  much  em^oyed 

inounting  cannon  in  all  their  fcHts ;  and  tfaegan:is6n  at  rerrol 

is  augmented  tp  70CO  troops;    They  have  made  no  alteratioxi 

.frith  resj^ct  to  their  ships,  except  the  two  intended  for  the 

West  Indies,  which  are  getting  forward. 

No;  44. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Don  Diego  Contador,  Governor  of 
Ferrol,  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet,  dated  14th  February 
1804. 

Sir, 

'  I  AM  isfermed  by  the  Governor  of  the  castle  of  Palmd, 
that  a  boat  belongiiig  to  the  squadron  ttnder  your  command, 
•and  having  an  English  officer  on  board,  has  past  through  the; 
mouth  of  this  harbour,  and  entered  it  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  without  obeying  the  Governor's  orders  not  to  proceed 
to  their  destination  before  day-light,  according  tp  the  esta- 
blished orders  for  ^  b<>atd  a^d  smak  vessels^  either  natbnkl 
or  strangers. 

I  am  also  informed,  that  the  squadron  'under  your  com- 
toland  has  anchored  skt  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  between  this 
batteries,  which  greatly  annoys  the  coming  in  or  going  out. 

T 
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Your  Eminence  knows  that  I  have  strictly  conformed  nxf* 
self  to  the  laws  of  nations' and  of  neutrality,  not  only  by  faci* 
litating  the  supplying  the  squadron  under  your  command  with 
jiicaty  bread,  and  all  other  provisions,  refresIinKnts,  and  suo- 
cours,  according  to  the  rules  of  hospitality,  but  that  even  I  did 
not  object  to  your  ships  entering  the  harbours  under  my  com- 
mand, when  the  hardships  of  the  sea  and  the  damages  sus- 
tained by  the  weather  made  it  necessary  \  but  as  it  is  contrary 
to  the  same  laws  and  rules  of  neutrality  that  the  boats  of  the 
squadron  under  your  command  should  enter  this  port  con- 
trary to  orders,  in  the  night  time,  which  is  not  allowed  even 
with  flags  of  truce}  or  that  the  same  squadron  without  being 
forced' to  it  by  distress  of  weather,  or  a»y  other  necessity, 
should  anchor  at  the  harbour's  mouth,  and  in  the  very  en- 
trance of  it  •,  I  find  myself  obliged  to  request  your  Eminence 
to  acquaint  me  with  the  motive  which  may  have  induced  yoa 
to  act  in  this  manner,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  henceforward 
your  Eminence  will  take  example  by  mv  Conduct,  and  faithful^ 
observe  the  lawi&<)f  naticMis  and  neutrality,  by  not  sending  your 
boa's  at  night  into  our  ports,  and  making  use  of  the  Spanish 
territories,  hatb  >urs,  dnd  succours,  but  as  much  as  hospitality 
requires,  and  sd  as  not  to  give  room  to  suspect  that  I  connive 
at  theabiise  of'  that  hospitality  to  the  prejudice  of  other  na- 
tions, which  are  equally  oh  terms  of  neutrality  with  this  coun- 
try, and  have  ships  of  war  iti  this  harbotrr. 

I  beg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)        DIEGO  CONTADOR, 

Governor  of  Fcrrol,  &c.  &c- 

To  Sir  Edward  Pdlew,  Baronet,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  45. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir.  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet,  to  Don 
Diego  Contador,  Governor  of-  Ferrol,  dated  on  board  hb 
Majesty's  Ship  Tbnnant  oftTerroU  the  1 6th  February  1 804. 

Sir,  ' 

I  WAS  last  evening  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  yesterday's  date,  and  am  concerned  to  find  that  it  Wears  so 
much  the  complexion  of  real  complaint.  The  want  t)f  a  per- 
son to  translate  the  Castilian  language  has  delayed  my  reply ; 
and  I  have  to  appr<:lu:nd  that  we  have  not  put  a  proper  con- 
struction on  all  its  parts.    I  did  not,  however,  lose  a  moment 
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in  calling  to  account  the  officer  who  had  broken  my  positive 
orders,  by  entering  your  harbour  in  the  night.  His  defence 
I  enclose  herewith,  observing  only,  that  this  young. officer 
was  actuated  by  no  improper  motive  whatever :  it  was  the 
giddiness  of  youth.  The  boat  was  certainly  not  armed,  and 
was  the  smallest  in  the  cutter.  But  so  little  am  t  disposed  to 
justify  the  opinion,  that  I  have  put  him  under  arrest*  to  be 
tried  by^x  court  martial,  where  ht  will  meet  the  punishment 
due  to  his  insubordination.  * 

I  trust,  however,  (and  have  gireat  pleasure,  in  the  expecta- 
tion), from  the  personal  inclination  your  Excellency  has  so 
uniformly  evinced,  by  affording  the  scjuadron  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty  every  supply  consistent  with  neutrality  and  friend* 
ship,  that,  this  .triviai  circumstance  (which  1  could  i>ot ,  con« 
troul)  wiH  BOt  lead  to  disturb  the  good  understanding  and 
karmony  so  happily  commenced.  I  shall  manifest,  by  ever; 
means,  my  strong  inclination  for  its  continuance,  and  my  re- 
gret at  any  event  which  may  disturb  it.  With  respect  to  the 
occasional  anchorage  of  the  ships  under  my  command,  your 
Excellency  has  beep. misinformed.  I  trust  it  is  not  such  as 
can  give  umbrage  to  your  Excellency,  or  to  the  Spanish  na« 
tion«  I  am  sent  upon  the  coast  of  Gallicia  by  the  King  my 
master,  to  protect  the  commerce  of  lii«  subjects  trading  to  the 
ports  of  Spain.  In  performing  this  service  it  cannot  with 
truth  be  said,  that  I  have  given  trouble  to  the  ships  of  any 
nation,  either  entering  or  departing  from  them.  I  have  acted 
up  to  the  spirit  of  exact  neutrality,  and  the  existing  treaties ; 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  cutter,  (to  which  your  Excel- 
icncy  had  given  perm^ission  to  go  into  Fefrol  to  receive  sup- 
plies), there  is  no  ship  anchored  within  the  batteries,  but  in 
the  open  ocean.  In  easterly  winds  I  occasionally  anchor  to 
'  prevent  being  blown  off,  and  in  westerly  winds  I  anchor  to 
prevent  being  shipwrecked  upon  the  coast.  I  cannot  give 
your  ^xceHenoy  two  more  powerful  reasons  ^  and  I  entertain 
•  no  doubt'that  tiiey  will  prove  satisfactory,  and  that  I  shall  con- 
tinue tp  experience  the  same  attention  and  respect  to  the  flag 
of  my  Sovereign  as  is  shewn  .to  that  of  any  other  neutral  na* 
;tion  enjoying  th6  benefit  of  amity  and  peace. 

1  .have  the.  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect^  ^c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  PELLEW. 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Diego  Cpntador, 
Governor  of  Fcrrol,  &c.  See.  &c. 

Ta 
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(Inclosure  in  No.  45.) 

pcclaration  of  the  Officer  in  the  Boat,  inclosed  in  the 
Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Fellew,  Bart  to  Don  Diego  Con* 
tadpr,  Governor  of  Ferrol,  dated  on  board  hS  IAaje»> 
ty's  Ship  I'onnant,  the  i6th]February,  1804. 

•  HAVINP  beefi  sent  on  board  the  Nimble  cntteri  to  bo 
ready  to  go  early  in  the  morning  for  provisions  to  Ferrol,  ii 
was  discovaried' about  midnight  that  the  buoy  of  the  cotter's 
anchor  was  gone,  and  it  was  doubted  if  it  had  not  broke  from 
the  rbpe,  and  drifted  up  the  harbour  :  upon  which  I  jumped 
into  the  boat  with^two  men  said  two  boys  to  look  for  it.  The 
tide  was  setting  strong  into  the  harbour,  and  in  a.fevr  minutes 
ihe  boat  was  hurried  up  under  Castle  Palmq,  and  hailed  bjr 
the  sentry^  and  ordered  to  go  back,  upon  which  I  answered 
in  French,  that  It  was  an  English  boat,  looking  fpr  ^  buoy 
'  broke  from  the  cutter^s  anchor,  "sttid  begged  to  ga  on;  after 
trailing',  a  sergeant,  I  belie^'e,  said  I  might  do  so.  The  boaut 
^as  unarnll^d,  aiid  I  returned  in  a*  few  minutes,  J  had  nq 
improper  motive  'ii'hatever;  and- J  know  fbc  Qiost  poiitive 
orders  were.gjven  against  any  boat  moving  by  nighti  The 
hurry  of  the  moment,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  gave  tnc 
ho  time  for  reflection,  and  to  that  alone  is  the  drcnmstanc^ 
to  be  attributed^  and  for  whieh  I  am  \'ery  sorry, 

Nb.  40. 

-   Copy  of  a  Letter  firom  Don  Diego  Contador*  Governor  of 
.  Ferrol,  to  Sir  Edward  FeUew;  Barpne^  dated  the  15^ 
February,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  AM  kifbrined  by  the  comn^mdittg  officer  of  the  port  of 
Muelle  that  a  French  sailor  of  the  ship  Hejro  has  ill-treatedy 
'  with  a  boat Jiook,  the  stem  ofoneof  the  boats -bekmging  to 
the  squadron  under  the  comt^and  of  your  Eminence,  "which 
.was  cresting  the  port.  In  con^eqtienceof  my  complainiDg  c^ 
it  to  M/.Goiirdo«,  eotnmkftdiji^  thel'rench  navaj  forces  lying 
in  that  port,  he  ha$  assilired  xne  that  the  ofiender  will  meet 
.with a  pumshmem .ffoportioned  to  his  offence}  and  I  have 
put  under  arrest  the  sentries  and  serjean'ts  on  duty  at  Muelle^ 
^or  mot  arresting  and  briiiging  the  aggressor  befok'e  me*    lil 

order 
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feder  to  ^ydid  the  repetitio&  pf  similar  accidental  I  have  di^ 
rected  that  hencefprward  the  English  boats  may  gp  to  the 
foathcnii  nod  the  French  and  Qutch  to  the  nonhera  aide  of 
the  Muelle;artdthtit  proper  directions  are  giyemto  the  s^tri^ 
^d  otheK  ptr^cmson  duty  not  to  suffer  the  Engli^  .-boats  to 
be  insulted  in  a  territory  of  Spai%  whilst  it  is  a  neytral  nation. 
On  this  occasion^M.'Gourdon  has  made  complaints  of  the 
English  boat  which  entered  the  harbour  the  other  night,  and 
that  the  squadron  under  your  command  has  brought  to  anchor 
at  the  entrance  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  espying  the  movements 
of  theFpenchsquadron,upon  which  points  Ibave  communicated 
lohim  wh^t  has  passed  between  your  £minence>and  myseff  up- 
on these  subjects i  and  we  must  hope  that  your  eminence  and  the 
squadron  under  yoiir  command  tviit  make  no  movements  ki 
the  ports  or  oh  the  coasts  of  Spain  contrary  to  nfetitriilitV,  or 
that  might  give  rise  to  disputes  or  complaints  from  any  power 
allied  or  neutral  with  Spain,  and  which  are  in  consequence 
^titled  to  all  succours  of  hospitality  and  neutrality,  although 
jhey  may  be  at  war  and  enmity  with  any  other  nation. 

I  am',  &c. 

DIEGO  CONTADOR.   ' 


Sit  Edwasd  FeUew, 
^c,  &c.  &a 


.NO^r     47^ 


ICopj  of  a  tictter  from  t)on  Diego  Contador,  Governor  of 
Fcrrpl,  to  Sir  Ed  wart}  Pellew,  Baronet,  dated  the  ipth  Fc* 
bruary,  fSoj^, 

Sir, 
.  I  HAVE  received  your  valuable  letter  of  the  idthinstantj 
in  answer  to  one  I  wrote  your  Eminence  on  the  15  th,  in 
which  you  h^ve  the  goodness  to  resolve  the  doubts  which  ha4 
occijirreid  to  mc,  and  which*  I  ^ad  requested  your  Eminence 
to  ^lear  up.  This  letter  has  fully  convinced  xne  how  strictl]^ 
your  Eminence  adheres  to  the  principles  ojf  neutrality.  And 
as  for  th$  trifling  trespass  of  the  young  officer  who  com- 
manded ^e  boat,  I  have  to  beseech  your  iLminepce  (and  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  all  the  influence  my  mediation  may  have),  not 
to  bring  him  to  amy  trial  or  punishment  for  a  fault  which  pro- 
ceeded entirely  from  want  of  reflection,  and  which  has  had 
no  bad  consequence  whatever,  I  shall  Ipofc  upon  this  as  a 
f^eat  favour  from  your  Eminence,  v^ho  may  be  assured  that 
pj  my  endeavours  to  oblige  you  and  the  squadron  under  your 
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command  (as  far  as  is  compatible  with  neutrality),  I  s&aS 
shew  you  how  sensible  I  am  of  the  polite  and  obliging  iitten<> 
tionof  your  Eminence,  and  of  the  conformity  of  our  wishes 
to  preserve  the  good  understanding  which  subsists  betweea 
•or  respective  nations  within  the  hmits  of  neutrality. 
I  remaini  &c.  Sc^*  &^. 

(Signed)        DIEGO  CCtt^TADOR* 

To  ffir  Edward  Pellew,  Baronet, 
&c.  &c.  &c« 

No.  48. 

p^pyof  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pel)cw>  Baronet,  to  Don 
Diego  Contador,  Governor  of  Ferrol*,  dated  on  board  hif 

.  Majesty's  Ship  Tonnant,  off  Ferroli  the  soth  Febrnary| 
^804. 

Sir,  '   .       .       .      . 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  "the  xpth  last 
evepng»  and^  in  reply  to  it,  I  b^  your  Excellency  to  accept 
my  thanks  for  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  protecting  the 
objects  of  the  King  my  master  from  the  gross  Hisults  ofiered 
to  them  by  the  boat's  crew  of  the  French  ship  Hero* 

As  the  circumstance  happened  to  fall  under  the  observation 
of  several  of  your  most  re^petitaWe  oncers,  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  trqu6lc  you  v'ith  any  complaint  «}ipon  the  sub^ 
jcct  J  and  I  therefore  feel  the  more  obliged  for  your  volun- 
tary interference,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  have  the  proper 
effect.  *'      " 

We  ?hall  strictly  conform  .  to  the  regulations  which  your 
E;Kcdlency  mform's  me  of  in  landing ;  and  be  ijiore  cautious 
than  ever  to  avoid,  in  every  instance,  giving  anv  cause  for 
complaint. 

I  shall  have  great  satisfaction  in  complying  with  the  re^ 
quest  you  make  me  in  favour  of  the  officer  who  wfe  §0  im- 
prudent the  other  night. 

Your  commands  and  wishes  will  be  held  by  me  Qnc  of  the 
first  objects  of  my  consideration,  and  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c.^   ' 

(Signed)  E.  PELLEW, 

Don  Diego  Contador, 
Governor  of  Ferrol,  &c.  &c. 
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No.  49. 

Sxtract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  P.ellew»  Baronet,  to  the 
Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  dated  on  board  his  Ma^^ 
jcsty*s  Ship  Tonnant,  offFcrrol,  the  9th  May,  1804* 

The  crews  of  the  squadron  are  in  high  health  and  spirits, 
)and  supplies  of  fresh  provisions  regular ;  wine  and  bread  have 
be^n  purchased  as  occasion  required,  and  five  hundred  bags 
of  the  latter  w<Te  ready  to  be  sent  on  board  on  the  day  I  left 
the  port. 

The  utmost  cordiality  prevails  between  the  Spaniards  and 
the  squadron,  and  upon  every  occasion  their  civilities  are 
uniform.  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  readiness  >  with  which 
they  supplied  an' anchor  to  the  Malta,  but  stores  of  any  sort 
may  be  procured  and  supplied  from  the  arsenal  as  readily  as 
f  hey  are  to  the  l^rench  ships,  if  their  Lordships  should  choose 
to  resort  to  that  measure. 

No.  SO. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear  Admiral 
Cochrane  to  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  dated  on 

~  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Northumberland^  off  Ferrol,  the 
15th  May,  1804. 

SINCE  .1  wrote  to  you  by. the  Nile  lugger  I  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  supply  the  inunediate  wants  'of  the  squadron, 
in  guch  species  of  provisions  as  the  ships  stand  most  in  need 
of;  and  I  hope  to  find  tliat  I  can  procure  fresh  ,beef  delivered 
on  board,  free  of  all  cost  and  expence,  at  five-pence  half- 
penny per  pound;  bread  at  four-pence  per  pound;  flour  at 
about  forty-five  shillings  per  196  pounds;  and  Catalonia 
wine  at  from  two  to  two  shillings  and  four-pence  per  gallon : 
but  as  several  vessels  are  expected  soon  here  with  that  article, 
it  may  fall  considerably. 

No.  51. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear  Admiral 
Cochrane  to  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis,  dated 
on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Northumberland,  Betaiizos 
Bay,  near  Ferrol,  the  23d  May,  1804. 

.1  AM  in  hopes  of  hiring  able  to  obtain  almost  every  ap- 
tidc  of  provisions  here;  and  if  coals  and  candles,  with  a  pro- 
portion of  bre^ad,  are  sent  from  England,  we  could  do  very 
weB.  .         ,  .    *. 
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No.  1. 

Extract  of  a  LeH«r  from  William  Wairre,  Esq.  his  Mnj&stf^ 
acting  Consul  at  Porto,  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart,  dated 
the  26th  of  Jul  J,  1 803* 

I  BEG  leave  to  mention  that  this  coast  is  mtich  annoyed 
-by  the  enemy's  small  privateers  5  that  they  arc  fitted  out  from 
the  neighbouring  ports  of  Galiicia  ^  and,  considering  the  na« 
ture  of  this  bar,  and  the  approach  of  winter,  the  trade  is 
much  exposed.     I  have  jnst  received  intelligence,  that  the 

ship  Commerce,    of  Dublin,    Grant,  master,  to  thi> 

pla^e,  has  been  captured  by  a  small  French  row-boat  priva- 
teer, from  Vigo,  and  carried  into  Guarda,  in  direct  viola* 
tion  of  neutrality,  having  been  taken  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort.'  '       '       •        •    •     -  • 

>  No.  2. 

Naval  Occurrences  reported  by  Atr.  Oti^r,  his  Majesty's  , 
Consul  at  Cadiz,  for  August*  1803. 

5tb.  Sailed,  storeship  Presestacion,  with  salty  for  Gallicia« 

17th,  Th^  Rufina  frigate,  34  guns,  with-  eleven  millioni 
rials  vcUoii,  for  Carthagena. 

iSth.  Storesl^ip  Aurorei,  with  salt,  for  Galiicia. 

iplii.  Ship  Mino,  of  50  guns,  with  salt  and  ten  miUiofii 
rials  vellon,  for  Galiicia,  to  disarm* 

-—  Lugger  Daphne,  from  Algcciras,  is  gone  to  the  Car- 
racca  to  disarm. 

Orders  have  been  received  at  Ferrol  for  the  ships  Neptune, 
of  74  guASy  and  Saint  Austin,  of  74,  to  take,  in  their  artii" 
lery,  and  ke^p  in  readiness  until  farther  orders.;  and  the  same 
disppsitions  have  been  given  at  Carthagena,  with  respect  to 
the  Argonaut,  of  84,  andBahamaj  of  74. 

The  Astrea^  of  ^4  guns,  with  quicksilver,  destined  to 
Btjeiios  Ayrcs,  is  to  sail  in  Septtanber,  anrfwill  carry  out  tl^e 
Captain  General  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  Brigadier  Don  Ruc« 
Haidobrft. 

Q(  the  frigates  Pomona  and  Mercedes,  which  sailed  £^tn 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


141 

•  I  • 

f'errolfor  Lima,  the  latter  was  obliged  to  put  intoMonte* 
video,  inconsequence  of  some  damage  she  lud  suffiired  in 
her  helm,  the  other  went  oh.    '    ' 

.  In  .tb«  Carracca,  the  America,  of  66  guns,  is  fitting  out  i 
She  is  to  go  to  Veifa  Cruz  with  quicksilver. 
"    Tht  Espana,  of  64,  has  gone  into  dock  to  careen^^md 
win  have  the  same  destination. 

The  Sabina  frigate,  wiih  treasttre  for  ^e  Kin^,  is  expected 
from  Vera  Gruz. 

The  French  ship  L'Aigk,  and  the  corvinte  Torch,  are 
goae  up  to  the  Carracca  to  receive  some  repairs. 

Of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line  which  are  there,  three  of  them, 
which  had  beenin  the  dry  docks  for  a  length  of  time,  wert 
htely  taken  out,  without  any  thing  of  consequencebeing  done 
to  them.  They,  as  well  t^s  most  of  the  others^  will  require 
very  great  repairs,  there  being  only  three  judged  to  require 
init  a  moderate  one,  wd,  in  ^  opinion  of  good  judges,  are 
only  fit  for  s^y  thing  but  bdng  broken  up.  There  is  a  total 
wsmt  qf  timber  in  the  arsenal,  where  there  is  hardly  any  but 
the  country  pine  i  and  in  other  respects  it  is  but  very  poorly 
provided. 

No.  3.  .  ^ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  firom  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  to  Sir  Eyan 
Nepean,  Bart,  dated  Jamaica,  October  a,  1803. 

Sir,  Shark,  Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  Oc;t.  2,  1803. 

THE  seport  I  stated  to  you  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  in  my  letter  of  th^ 
i^th  of  JuTle,  by  the  Goliah,  of  a  horde  of  privateers  being 
in  the  act  of  fitting  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  is,  I  am  concerned 
to  say,  confirmed,  and  the  sad  efiect&of  It  are  felt  most  par- 
ticularly by  the  coasting  trade  of  this  island,  notwithstanding 
the  utmost  exertions  are  used  by  his  Majesty's  squadron  under 
my  command  i  but  the  vessek  they  have  to  counteract  are  of 
such  description,  that  large  ships  can  be  of  little  utility ;  I 
therefore  hope,  that  their  Lordships  will  have  allowed  of  the 
national  schooners,  ^hich  are  uncommon  fine  vessels  of  the 
sort,  being  purchased  for  that  service. 
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No.  4,  J.- 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Jaiaes  Duff,  Esq.  Bis  Majesty's 
^    ,  Consul  at  Cadizj  to  WiUIam  Marsden^^Esq.  dated  14th 
October,  1803. 

I  I  AM  assured: thif  dilT^.ctrdecs.ih^ve  been  rceeiiwd  at  the 
island 'for  the'arining  at  that  arsenal  of  two  tbrereHdedum^an 
ei|^^*&nr,«ndthcee9evctat7-&iur^l  andil;Cart)MlgcnAth^ec 
large  frigates*  It  has  even  beea:wi4  some  Ime  of  tettk  sfaipt 
\a^  hten  ordered  to  be  flttcd  out  there,  alio  at  F^ffol,  but 
I  bdtciK  Aot  ivith  certainty }  and  the  fact  «$,  severU  toonths 
muflt  elaipse  before  those  at  ihitdepartnaent  cap  be  in  aoy  rc^ 
diiMBS  tOLput  to  sea.  My  next  will  probably  conrey  yoa  mort 
l^inted  laftHrmation  on  this  head. 

.  OurCagtiin  Ceneralis  called  to  Court ;  and,  a»ftooii»» 
tfemhie  number  of  tcoop^  have  KNenaUed  at  Zamova  and  Tat« 
ladib^d^  it  may  b^  infefred  whh  2  vkw  tabi^toapecting  tben^ 
or.gmng  him  some.  cOBunaad. 

No.  5. 

Extract  of  a  private  Ncite  from  Mr.  John  Hooter,  Jus  ftitaii*> 
hic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Madrid,  dated  the  22d  October,. 
1803,  to  Sir  Edward  Pelkw. 

THfiRE  b  no  confii^mation  of  the  rumours  of  neotrality. 
' '    At  all  the  three  arsenals  they  are  arming ;  bat  there  b  » 
ifvarntof  seaman,  stores^  and-materiab  of  every  aort* 

No.  0. 

Extract  of  *  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Sh*  Edward  Pellew, 
Baronet,  dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Tonnant,  off 
Fer*ol,  24th  October,  1 803,  to  the  Honourable  Admiral 
Cornwallis. 

MUCH  increased  activity  prevails  since  the  last  dispatches 
from  Madrid,  and  they  worked  night  and  day  until  the  six- 
teen gun  boats  were  ready.  It  may  t>e  possible  that  these  Sp»- 
nish  ships  are  fitting  to  embark  Angercau's  army.  I  shall  uae 
every  means  to  discover  that  measure  if  it  should  be  adopted^ 
and  forward  the  earlier  ioteUigence  o(  it  to  you. 
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No.  7, 

Slfsval  Occurroiffes  far  Oe^ober  1B03,  reported  bj  Mr*  0tfl& 
.    Ships  ordered  to  be  fitted  ou}:. 

Trinidady  of  130  guns.  Captain  Brigadier  Do^fninci^c? 
tJreait. 

S^nta  Anz,  of  1 12  giins,Capt.  Dfan  Diotjisio  Akala  G^deaii.* 

San  Rafael>  of  £4  gvnS)  Captain  Don  Ijsh.  Arambtire. 
'  Terrible,  of  74  guns,  Captain  Don  Ijsh.  Dela  Guardi?, 

.{>oberano>.  of  74  guns.  Captain  Don  Jaan  Carr^nza. 

America,  of  64  guns.  Captain  Don  Jose  Melendez. 
.  Axnphitritei  of  4oeuns,  Captain  Don  Jose  Varpku 

Destined  for  Venn  Cruz  and  ilavanna.      ,  , 

Rufina^  of  34  gups,  Captain  Dou  Jose  Novate,  dcstrae^' 
forLiitia.  ]^  * 

The  brig  Pendope,  of  18  guns,  in  the  Bay  destined  foj 
Malaga,  but  detained  pn  account  of  the  ^idemical  disorder 
which  reigiis  there. 

Brig  Argo,  of  2%  guns,  and  schooner  Fclozo,  of  16  guns'^ 
«rc  appointed  guj^pda  costas  for  La  Cuayra,  under  the  com-, 
mand  of  Brigadier  Don  Augustia  cea  Figueraa,  going  Com^: 
mahdant  of  that  department,  ^ 

Lugger  Experiment,  arrived  from  Msilaga,  to  careen  at  the  ' 
ju-senal,  and  is  still  under  quarantine. 

Ships  fitting  out  at  Carthagena. 

Reyna  Louisa,  of  112  guna. 
SanCarlqz       •     *U 

HAaxta  -      74       arrived  at  Cadiz  the  ^th  9f  Nov, 

Argonaut^       -      S4        .  - 
Afatilde  ''34 

Vawjganza         ?      3^ 

.  The  ahips  ordered  to  be  fitted*  out  at  VentH  are  five,  thoQgb 
((ithertq  the  foUowii^  only  are  named :      . 

Principe  D'Ai»turia»  of  z^  ^n9, 

Neptune  -        •?        ^ 

San  Augustin  *        n 

The  place  of  rendezvous  it  b  asserted  will  be  this  pc»t  5. 
pat  fr6m  aU  appearances  the' earitest'po^iHetbe^  cvb  Issen^le 
^til  be  February  or  March  next.    The  French  $kip  ^  cor^ 
,  Tcttc  We  no|  yet  pot  into  dock. 

u  a 
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No.  8. 
Nml  Occurrences  for  November,  1803,  reported  by  Mk. 


Puff,  his  MsQest/s  Consul  at  Cadiz. 


w 


IN  the  Carracca,  the  fitting  out  of  the  six  ships  b  goix^ 
Op.  The  America,  of  66  guns,  is  the  only  one  of  them 
which  is  completed,  and  is  gone  out  of  the  arsenal ;  as  to  the 
others,  thr^e  of  them  (one  of  which  is  the  Trinidad)  are  in 
port ;  some  time  will  elapse  before, they  come  out  of  ity  ain) 
can  be  equipped  as  well  as  the  others. 

At  Ferrol  they  are  occupied  in  the  armament  pf  the  five 
ships  to  be  fitted  out  there,  \i\c  Neptune,  Don  Antonio  Val- 
des^.Monorca,  Don  Antonio  Argomosa ;  San  Augustin,Doii 
Aiitonio  Pareja;  San  Fulgencio,  Don  Jocechin  Rivera ;  Print 
cipe,  Don  Conne  Chamica ;  these  ships  as  fitted  arc  ex- 
pected to  come  her^. 

Of  the  four  ships  fitted  out  at  Carthagena,  the  Argonaut^ 
84  guns.  Brigadier  Don  Bufad  de  One,  and  the  Bahama,  74^ 
&ptain  JDon  Linode  rruxillo,  have  been  some  time  arrive^ 
)iere  ^  the  two  remaining,  San  Carlos,  112  guns,  Brigadier. 
Don  Luis  Musias,  and  Reyna  Luisa,  iia  guns.  Brigadier 
Don  Antonio  Pastigo,  were  preparing  to  follow. 

The  ships  Paula,  San  Pablo,  San  Joaqpim,  and  Guerrero^ 
have  been  masted  at  the  same  place,  but  no  order  had  becni 
received  for  fitting  them  out. 

The  frigate  Santa  Rufina,  which  arrived  here  from  C«r« 
tha^ena  about  ten  days  ago,  is  uader  orders  to  get  ready  Sam 
America,  supposed  "to  be  for  Lima. 

The  King's  store  ship  Santa  Jufta,  sailed  the  26th  ukimo, 
-for  a  port  in  Gallicia,  with  a  cargo  of  spJt  for  the  King's  ac» 
count. 

The  new  frigate  Vengeance,  built  at  Mahon,  and  arrived 
latterly  from  Carthagena,  is  to  be  attached  to  the  squadron  : 
she  appears  to  be  a  fine  frigate,  and  can  mount  40  guns. 

Of  the  two  frigates  which  sailed  firom  Ferrol  last  February 
for  Lima,  the  Santa  Qara  arrived^  at  the  Callac  the  aad  of- 
June,  the  other,  the  Mercedes,  has  put  into  Rio  Janeyra 
kalcy. 

The  bfi^  Argo  and  schooner  Tdosa,  under  the  orders  of 
the  Brigadier  Don  Augustin  de  Fegueroat  are  intended  to 
sail  in  the  present  month,  as  guarda  costas  for  die  Quraccas. 

The  lusher  Experimentf  \rhkh  went  with  sui^^eons  aoA 
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prfests  to  \falagai  and  Is  htely  returned^  remains  iia  di!s  bi^ 
performing  quarantine. 

1  he  brig  Penelope  remains  equipped  in  this  bay^  and  witb- 
•ut  anj  destination  being  given  her. 

No.  0.         ... 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Sir  iEdward  Pellew^ 
Baronet,  dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Tonnant^  otf 
Ferrol,  ist  December,  1803,  to  the  Honourable  Admiral 
Comwrallis,  &g.  &€.  4c.  »'    '    " 

I  HAVE  only  to  confirm  the  last  report  gf  the  'state  of 
the  enemy^s  ships  in  Ferrol  and  Corunna,  wfth  the  additional 
circumstance  of  orders  having  arrived  the  day  bdore  yester- 
day to  equip,  with  aH  expedition,  two  sail  of  the  line  (Spanish) 
it  is  said  for  Saint  Domingo.    *  ,  .       .      . 

.(Inclosurc  in  No*  9O  /, 

Extract  of  Information  from  Sir  Edward  Pell^,*  Baronet, 
inclosed  in  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis's  Liett^, ' 
dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Ville  de  Paris,    off 
TJshant,  tith  January,  1804,  to  the  Honourable  Admiral 
Cornw:^lis« 

.  A  FEW  days  since  the  Spaniards  have  been  much  eww. 
ployed  mounting  cannon  in  all  their  forts ;  and  the  garrison* 
at  Ferrol  is  augmented  to  7000  troops.  They  hav^e  ma^c  na 
alteration  with  respect  to  their  ships,  except  the  twa  intended, 
for  the  West  Indies,  which  are  getting  forward*: 

No.  10. 

|<Taval  Occurrences  for  6^  December,  1803,  reported  bf 
Mr.  Duff,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  Cadiz. 

The  Argonaut  and  Bahama,  winch  arrived  herv.from  Car« 
thagen»,  in  November,  are  gont  up  to  the  Carracca,  the  ond^ 
to  be  coppered,  the  other  to  have  her  upperworks  caulked. 
r  By  late  advice»  from  the  Havannab,  th^  San  Alexandre 
lud  been  careened)  and  was  expected  to  proceed  for  Vera 
Cruz*,  ;fnother  ship  was  careening  there ;  the  others  in  a  great 
nieasure  abandoned,  and  in  so  decayed  a  state  as  to  be  judged, 
incapable  of  being  repaired. 

The  French  ship  L'Aigle  and  corvette  the  Torch  equally, 
the'  brig  Argos,  of  18  guhs,'latteriy  arrive  J  here,  comix^nc^ 
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tly^two.fim^d^CaiT9Ma»  wdthcl^tiormtbebay:  It  1m 
been  surmised  orders  liavthg  latterly  bicen  recrived  tor  thekr 
bc)ng.4n[r^diAe6s  to  proce^  uppor  sp-vice,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  entertained  of  tlheir  ir2$b  to  spend  the  winter  in  thi3 
'  port,  and  in  which  I  think  ft  probable  ^tj  w^  be  gratified. 

Cadiz^  the  23d  December,  xSo^. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  James.  Dufl^  his  Majesty's  Con* 
^.     sul  at  Cadiz,  to  Sir  Evan  Ncpcaii  Baronet,  d^pd  the  ^ad 
December  {503.        ' 

D^arStr, 
THE  armament  of  Jthe  ships  here  go  on  very  slowlj^  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  it  to  be  the  case  at  the  ot^  depart- 
ments, from  many  circumstances.  I  rather  expect  that  scve* 
ral  months  may  elapse  before  the  shipi  fitting  out  will  be  so 
maooed  and  united  here,  as.it  is  said  t*  be  the  intention,  ^o 
the  mimber  of  twenty  sail  of  the  line. 
'  6/.^  express  whKh  arrived  here  to  the  Fr«ndi  commis* 
.s|rf  of  commercial  relations,  Mr.  Le  Roy,  the  iSth,  from 
P^is,  and  latterly  from  Ferrol,  it  is  said  he  is  supposed  to 
have  received  directions  refative  to  L*Aiglc,  corvette  Torchc, 
and  Argus  brig  of  18  gans^  (arrived  sipce  my  last  frt>m  St. 
t>ommgo  and  the  Havannah),  relative  to  their  further  pro« 
ceedings.  It  is  surmised  by  tome  that  they  are  to  remain  in 
readiness  in  the  event  of  the  squadron  at  Ferrol  being  able  to 
evade  the  vigilance  of  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  and  appearing  off 
to  join  them^  and  to  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean. 

^     :  .      ?  . '  r     •.  -No.  I  ^. ,   .,  ■  .  - 

^Extract  0/  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Sir  John  Thomas 

'    DttclEhmrth  iC.B,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's 

Ships  and  Vessels  at  JamaicSt  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Baro^ 

netf  dated  on^boa^d  the  Shark,  the  Fort  Royal  HarbouTj 

'  X  5th  January  1804^ 

'  I  HEREWrrH  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commisiiouers  of  the  Admiralty,  an,extract  of  a  letter 
just  fcceivcaf  by  a  m^chant  of  eminence  in  this  island,  in ' 
which  great  confidence  is  ^placed ;  and  should  it  be  certainly 
as^erta^cd  that  French  agents  proceed  to  the  condcmnaticii| 
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^ofEnglukhvessdbi  carried  into  the  ports  bf  Cuba,  t  shall  not 
/eel  great  delicacy  is  due  to  the  Spatiiards,  d;ough  I  sMl  en- 
.^eavoor  to  avoid  any  open  hostility  till  I  am  bonoured  mtk 
;  their  Lozd«bip!i'  cosunands. 

(Indosure  in  No.  ix) 
St.  Jagode  Cuba«  8th  January  1804* 
Extract  of  a  Letter  4ated  as  above. 

THERE  has  arrived  here  two  days  sthce^  a  French  agents 
who  IS  charged  with  ^reat  powers. 

Just  at  present  the  Spanish  Government  is  not  williag  te 
^knowledge  him$  that  does  not  prevent  him  nevertheless^ 
ftfim  leaving  an  atfent  to  condemn  prizes* 

No.  13. 

Naval  Occurrences  at  Cadiz  for.  January  i?04,'  reported  bf 
Mr.  DufiV  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  that  place. 

Note  of  the  Fifteen  Ships  armed  and  arming  in,this  and  tfat 
Department  of  Ferrol  and  Carthagetia. 

Trinidada^  130  gun$>  Commander  Brigadier  Don  Fran. 
Uriarte. 

St.  Anii|  1  la  gtmsi  Doii  Diego  Alial  a  Qaleouo,  also  Bri^ 
gadier. 

Principe^  1 1  a  gun^  Commander  Don  Come  Chtrrruca. 

Reina  Louisa,  i  x  2  guns.  Commander  Don  Antonio  Garcia 
del  Postige. 

San  Carlosj  1 1 2  guns,  Commander  Don  I^is  Mesia* 

San  Rafael,  84  guns  Commander  Don  Josef  Arambara. 

Neptune,  84  guns.  Commander  Don  Cayetano  Valdes. 

Argonauta,  84  guns,  Commander  Don  Rafael  de  Ore. 

Monarca,  74  guns.  Captain  deNavis  D^n  Theodore  Ar* 
gomasa* 

Bahama,  74  guns.  Captain  Don  Luis  de  Tmxillo. 

San  Augustin,  74  guns.  Captain  Don  Antonio  fiareja. 

Espacia,  66  guns,  Don  Josef  Melendez* 

America,  66  guos.  Captain  Don  Juan  Cborauza. 

San  Fulgencio,  66.  guns,  Captain  Don  Juan  Rioesa. 

The  3 1  St  January  the  following  vessels  sailed  from  this 
port :  the  frigate  Vengeance,  36  gnhs,  Captain  of  a  fri^ite 
Don  Joseph  Braadare7>  with  stores  for  the  liavanaah,  aad 
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gtcksilvqr  tor  Vcn|  Cni^  :  the  frigate  Amphitrite,  40  gjaxiif 
ptam  of  a  frigate  Dop  Joaquire  Varcla,  stores  for  Portd- 
^icoj  and  quicksilver  for  Vera  Cniz:  the  frigate  Rufiha,'  34 
guns,  Captain  of  a  frigate  Don  Manuel  Noalcs,  stores  for  La 
Uvayra  and  Porto-Rico,  and  quicksilver  for  Vera  Cruz.  This 
last  ready,  but  not  yet  sailed.  The  frigate  Matilda,  36  guns, 
is  daily  expected  hdre  from  Carthagena,  with  stores  for  this 
arsenal;  ,         ".       . 

The  two  brigs  and  schooner,  destined  as  gu^rda  crostas  fef 
La  Guayra,  continue  getting  ready  to^  proceed  for  their 
destinations.  • 

The  frigate  Clara,  36  gurts,  opdned  her  register  at  Lima, 
In  OctoBef,  upon  her  returii  fot*  this  countryi  and  may  be 
^pected  in  May,  with  friom  (hree  to  four  millions  of  dollars. 

The  French  ship  L'Ai^  is  newvictualiedy  and  akhoi^ 
badly  ,manned,  is  expected  to  quit  |his  the%rst  favourable  op- 
portunity. The  corvette  Torch, .and  Argus  brig,  are  not 
^et  qui(e  ready.  The  Douqgal  quitted  this  neighbourhood 
about  the  j 5th  of  lanuarv.  Tne  Medusa  and  Maidstone  have 
taken  her  station,  and  it  is  doubted  the  Aigle  quitting  this  while 
they  continue  upon  the  station.  The  -American  brig  of  war,  Ar- 
gus,hasbeen  here  some  days,  and  sailed  the  5  th  February  for  Gib- 
raltar. An  .American  schooner  sailed  the  4th,  with  answers 
to  dispatches  she  brought  here  three  weela  ago,  frtnn  thc«^ 
Spanish  Miui$]Desa,  at  Washington. 

Four  new  regiments  are  said  to  be  under  orders  to  embark 
at  Conuma  or  Ferrol,  for  New  Orleans. 

February  8rh^  sailed  the  Rufina,  mentioned  before  as  being 
^eady;  the  qth,  three  frigates,  supposed  to  be  the  Medusa, 
Maidstone,  and  Diana,  were  seen  at  sunrise,  about  two 
leagues  froin  the  lighthouse;  L' Aigle  had  been  expected  to 
sail  in  the  night  j  the  Hind,  a  fresh  Levanter ;  the  Diana 
came  in  and  anchored  in  the  evening;  the  other  two  fri(;ates 
are  the  ^Icdusa  and  Amphion.  The  Diana  was  immediately 
admitted  to  Pratique. 

No.  14. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Admiral  Cornwall 
Bs  to  William  Marsden,  Esquire,  dated  oa  board  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  off  Ushant,  the  15th  February  1804. 

^^  I  3end  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Pdlew  to  me» 

wtth  the  communications  therein  referred  to ;  and  the  copy 

of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Frcre  at  Madrid  to  him*. 
.*  Vide  No.  12  of  additional  Fapersi 
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State  of  the  NaTal  Force  in  Fetrol,  inclosed  in  a  Letter  frozt 
the  Hmiou^ble  Admiral  Comwallif^  dated  15th  February 
1804. 

Two  ships  of  86  goiVi  half  ready,  men  enrolled  for.  thM 
in.the  iicinity»  and  ready  when  called  upon* 

-Scoriiig  their  holds  slowly. 

Two  frigates  will  be  ready  with  the  fint  ships. 
Four  three  deckersj  '^ 
Eij^t  two  ditto,       Vout  of  commission. 
And  some  frigates,  J 
In  the  arsenal, 
One  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates  buildtDg.  * 
The  troops  in  garrison  fluctuate  from  eight  to  ten.  thoi** 
sand. 

EDWARD  FELLEW. 
Tbnnant,  Betancos  Bay, 
5th  February  1804. 

No.  15. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth^ 
dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Shark,JPort  Royal^  J9r 
maica,  7th  March  1 804,  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart. 

Sir, 

HAVING,  in  a  letter  of  the  15th  of  January,  aoquainted 
you  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  of  various  intelligence  received  from  St<  Jago  de 
Cuba,  amongst  ^hich  it  was  positively  asserted,  that  the  go* 
TtcnA  of  brigade,  Noailles,  had  collected  a  force  on  the 
.  north  side  of  Ctriia,  (of  the  troops  that  had  escaped  from 
St.  Domingo)  with  which  he  meditated  an  attack  4ipon  New 
Providence  ^  and  having  had  the  same  corroborated  by  a  let- 
ter express  from  Governor  Halket,  which  reached  here  th^ 
7oth;  on  the  31st,  and  ist  of  February,  I  dispatched  the 
Racoon  and  La  Superieure  schooner,  to  aid  the  Snake,  Stork^ 
>nd  Sandwich,  in  resisting  any  attempt  that  might  be  made 
on  that  colony;  and  on  the  agth  ultimo,  I  received  a  letter^ 
bearing  date  the  15th,  from  Governor  Halket,  by  the  btork» 
acquainting  me  that  the  gener^  of  brigade^  Noaipes,  had 
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been  killed  in  an  action,  with  a  Providence  privateer,  in  tbe 
night,  whilst  removing  from  one  port  to  another,  with  350 
French  troops  in  a  brig,  which  captured  the  privateer;  bat 
in  consequaice  of  that  general's  loss,  all  the  French  troops 
had  gone  to  the  Havannah,  and  were  in  a  very  considerable 
force,  receiving  a  satt  of  protection,  and  he  believed  a  tacit 
encouragement,  very  improper  from  a  neutral  nation,  even 
to  the  engaging  of  Spanish  pilots,  and  being  suffered  to  pro« 
cure  vessels  to  prosecute  their  hostile  intentions  against  Pro- 
vidence. He  therefore  has  thought  incumbent  to  send  a  r&> 
monstrance  to  the'  Governor  of  the  Havanna,  demanding  an 
explicit  answer,  with  which  Captain  Roberts  of  the  Snake 
has  allowed  the  Ssmdwich  cutter  to  proceed,  and  it  is  with 
great  satisfaction  I  learn  from  Governor  Halket,  that  the 
naval  assistance  he  now  has  causes  him  to  have  little  ap» 
prehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  island,  all  which  I  will  beg 
jaa^tO'  communicate  to  their  lordships. 

And  I  am,  sir^  &c. 

J.T.DUCKWORTH. 

To  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Admiralty. 

,  No.  10. 

'Copy  of  a  letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth, 
dated'  on  board  his  Maicsty*s  ship  Shark,  Port  R(^al, 
25th  March  1 804,  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean. 

•  .:    Sir,' 

,  .  THE  inclosed  I  have  this  moment  received,  and  though  k 
ia  not.of  :a  very  recent  date,  as  it  corroborates  the  mtoer 
-intelligence  of  the  very  improper  conduct  of  the  Spanisk 
jGovemment  in  Cuba,  I  transmit  it  for  the  information  o£ 
Ac  LoMs.  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

I-  sHn,  Sir,  &c. 


To  Sir  Evan  Nqjean,  Biart. 

•  &c.  &c.  &c. 

^.  Admiraltyr 


r.  T.  DUCKWORTH. 
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(Inclosure  in  No.  i6.)  •  •; 

Ship  Emcrprizc,  Havanna,  i7tE  January,  1^03/ 
Sir, 

ACCORDING  to  my  instructions  frcKn  the  High  Court, 
rf  Admiralty  of  the  United  Kingd' m  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  proceedings  in  this, 
port  since  my  arrival  on  the  x 2th  of  this  month.     On  my' 
being  in  sight  of  this  port,  the  signal  was  made  for  an  Eng- 
lish ship.     The  French  general  here  sent  a  French  privateer 
out  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  my  ship  j  but  not  be-* 
ing  of  force  sufficient  to  attack  the  ship,  she  thought  projper 
to  haul  oflF.    There  are  five  privateers  now  here,  of  different 
descriptions;  one  brig  jStting  out  on  purpose  to  take  the  ship 
when  she  sails.    The  said  brig  mounts  18  guns,  and  full  o( 
men.     One  schooner  of  6  guns ;  and  the  others  mount  4 
guns  each,  and  (carry)  from  50  to  60  men.    I  understand 
they  are  determined  on  taking  the  sliip.     I  shall  have  on- 
board, when  sailing,  30,000  sterling ;  and  unless  I  have  some 
protection,  I  am  undetermined  on  sailing. 

One  of  the  beforementioned  privateers  has  brought  in  here 
a  large  ship;  named  the  British  Queen^  of  St.  John's,  that 
sailed  with  the  last  convoy  from  Jamaica.  She  parted  with 
the  fleet,  and  came  through  the  Gulph.  She  was  captured 
off  Cape  Antonio  by  a  privateer  of  one  gun.  These  priva- 
teers make  prizes  of  Danes,  Americans,  and  every  thing  un- 
armed. I  have  also  to  communicate  to  the  Admiralty  of 
Great  Britain  the  conduct  of  this  Government. 

And  have  the  honour,  &c. 

C^AR  LAWSON. 

No.  I  ?. 

Naval  Occurrences  reported  by  Mr*  Duff,  his  Majesty's  Con- 
sul at  Cadiz,  for  May,  1 804. 

THE  squadron  qf  the  fifteen  ships  continues  nearly  in  the 
•ame  state  as  in  the  "preceding  months.  Upon  the  i6th  of 
May,  the  King's  urea  or  storeship^  the  Santa  Appolonia,  left 
this  port;  her  destination  for  the  Havannah,  conveying  stores 
for  tba<  department,  recruits,^  &c.  Upon  the  3  ist  ditto  sailed 
his  M^csty's  urea  Visitation  ;  her  destinatii)n  Ferrol ;  two 
pthers  are  preparing  Jjcr?  to/ollow  her,  the  Santa  Justa  and  " 
Licbre  ;  the  whole  said  to  bb  intended  to  proceed  to  the  Ha* 

X  2 
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Vatinah,  with  store*,  ftnd  to  return  from  thence  ^th  timber 
for  the  arsenals*  Orders  are  said  to  have  been  received  for 
laying  the  keels  of  some  ships  and  frigate,  and  to  begin  to 
build  as  soon  as  timber  may  arrive. 

Upon  the  ^th  April  the  frigate  Amphitrite  sailed  from  the 
Havannah ;  she  had  gone  from  this,  and  with  her  sailed  the 
jfrigate  Neustra  Senora  Ddao,  of  that  dep^tment ;  their  defr- 
tination  fpr  Vera  Cruz,  there  to  join  the  frigates  Sabina  and 
Venganza,  there  to  take  aboard  treasure,  to  be  conveyed  to 
this  place,  wheire  they  may  now  soon  be  expected.  They  will 
probably  bring  with  them  from  ten  to  twelve  million  of 
dollars. 

Ok  the  ships  which  have  been  fitted  out  at  Ferrol,  the 
San  Fulgencioj  of  6^  guns,  is  under  orders,  and  is  getting 
ready  to  proceed  for  Vera  Cruz,  from  whence  she  wHI  pnv 

.  h^bly  return  with  treasure*  Si?e  is  reputed  one  of  the  fastest 
sailing  ships  in  his  Majesty's  navy.  By  letters  received  lately 
from  Lima,  there  i«  advice  that  three  King's  frigates  were 

^  completing  their  register  of  money ;  it  will  probably  run  to 
about  three  millions  of  dollars  upon  each ;  they  were  expected 
to  sail  about  the  15th  of  February,  and  were  to  touch  at  Mon* 
tevideofor  intelKgence,  and  there  to  put  themselves  under  the 
command  of  the  Gifu  de  £squadra,or  Srigadier  Don  Francisco 
de  Busumente,  who  has  beeni  the  naval  commander  therefor 
some  time,  who  is  to  take  the  command,  and  to  return  with 
them  for  Spain ;  they  may  be  expected  in  August,  and  will 
come  rich. 

The  ships  Which  have  been  fitted  out  at  tHie  Carracca  have 
but  few  men  on  board,  and  no  steps  taking,  indicating  a  desire 
of  soon  manning  them.  Two  of  them  ar<e  still  in  dock,  com- 
pleting their  repairs.  The  number  of  additional  carpenters 
and  caulkers  lately  collected  there,  (and  which  may  go  to  about 
4000)  are  employed  upon  thediffbrent  vessels  laid  up  there  in 
ordinary,  which  are  all  of  them  to  be  overhauled,  and  to  have 
repairs  necessary  to  prevent  many  of  them  from  sinking. 
They  are  about  ten  in  number,  exclusive  of  the  six  which 
have  been  fitted  or  are  fitting  out,  and  of  the  Bahama  and 

.  Argonauta,  which  came  round  from  Carthagena  ;  four  of 
them  are  judged  to  be  incapable  of  being  repaired,  and  only 

'  fit  to  be  broken  up. 

The  TAigle  corvette,  Torche,  and  brig  Argus,  French, 
which  have  been  so  long  here,  are  completely  manned  and 
victualled  for  six  months,  and  appear  to  be  now  waiting  to 
proceed  to  sea. 
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No.  18. 

Extract  of  a  letter,  from  Rear  Admiral  Cochrane  to  Lor4 
Melville,  datc^  15th  June  1^4. 
YOUR  Lordship  will  observe  by  the  enclosed  paper,  that 
the  French  are  making  every  exertion  to  complete  their  squa^ 
dron  lying  at  Ferrol  and  Corunna.  This  reinforcementi 
which  I  expected  to  arrive  by  the  22d,  will  do  much  towards 
it,  as  hidioto  they  have  been  without  marines.  I  make  no 
doubt  'but  seamen  will  follow  the  same  rout,  if  they  do  not 
send  them  in  small  vessels  across  the  bay,  landing  them  at 
the  out-ports,  from  whence  they  will  pass  by  land  to  Ferrol. 
Landsmen  will  answer,  as  they  are  by  no  means  deficient  of 
Seamen.  How  far  the  Spaniards  have  adhered  to  their  neu- 
trality, in  suffering  three  hundred  men  to  march  from  one  end 
of  Spain  to  the  other,  in  order  to  complete  the  equipment  of 
the  French  squadron,  is  a  matter  that  is  not  for  me  to  decide 
upon* 

(Enclosure  in  No.  18.) 

THIR1 EEN  boats  belonging  to  the  French  at  Scdcra. 
Each  boat  has  twenty-six  men,  armed  only  with  small  arms. 
They  are  under  the  command  of  a  naval  officer,  and  cztn^ 
from  Bayonne,  laden  with  sail  cloth,  bunting,  cordage,  &c. 
which  is  now  transporting  by  land  to  the  French  squadron  at 
FerroL  Six  more  are  hourly  expected.  The  above  boats  do 
not  exceed  fourteen  tons  each,  and  keep  close  in  shore,  never 
leaving  port  but  when  the  coast  is  clear,  llie  men  are  said 
to  be  as  recruits  to  the  French  ships ;  and  the  boats  to  be 
sold. 

No.  J9. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear- Admiral  Coch- 
rane to  Lord  Melville,  dated  24th  June  1804. 

WHAT  I  suspected  has  come  to  pass,  and  tlie  French  are 
completing  their  complement  of  seamen  from  their  ports  on 
the  bay,  while  they  receive  soldiers  through  Spain  from 
Malaga. 
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No.  20. 

Kaval  occurrences  tit  Cadiz  for  July  1S04,  reported  bf  Mr. 
DutFyhis'Majest/s' Consul  at  that  place. 

*  THE  King's  storeihip  Santa  Justa,  wkich  arrived  latterly 
with  building  timber  for  the  Carracca,  is  under  orders  to  pro- 
ceed for  Trieste,  to  bring  quicksilver. 

N.  B.  '  The  mines  of  Almaden,  which  for  the  last  four 
years  had  produced  any  quantity  of  quicksilver  whkh  was 
wanted  here,  having  in  a  great  degree  fiiiled,  insomuch  that 
the  abovementfoncd  ship  is  destined  for  Trieste^  to  bring  a 
supply. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Minho,  which  arrived  latterly  from  Gal*r 
Jlicia,  and  brought  building  timber  and  powder^  is  to  be  ca^ 
reencd  at  the  Carraccas,  as  well  as  the  Castilla,  which  is  ex- 
pected here  from  GalUciai  and  intended  also  to  be  sent  for 
America.  ^ 

The  frigate  Lucia  Is  getting  ready  at  Carthagena  to  come 
to  this  department. 

ITie  ^lip  San  Leandro^  sixty-six  gims,  sailed  from  the  Ha- 
yannah  the  2:th  June,  having  on  board  Don  Mcndimuta,  late 
Viceroy  of  Santa  Fe ;  she  is  supposed  to  have  put  into  Porto 
Rico,  and  was  in  a  bad  condition. 

The  Trinidad  and  Saint  Anne  are  under  orders  to  proceed 
for'Ferrol,  half  manned,  in  order  to  remain  in  that  department; 
in  like  manner  the  Regla,  when  careened.  These  large  ships 
grounding  at  low  water,  from  the  Creek  of  the  Carracca  hav- 
ing too  little  water  for  them  in  its  present  state,  is  assigned  as 
the  reason. 

The  six  shij>5  which  were  armed  in  this  department,  via. 
the  Trinidad,  Saint  Anne,  Terrible,  San  Raphael,  Glorious, 
and  Saint  Jago  America,  continue  as  before,  with  few  men  on 
board,  and  little  exertion  towards  manning  them. 

The  Bahama  and  Argonaut,  two  of  the  six  that  were  fitted 
out  at  Carthagena  and  came  round  here,  have  their  comple* 
mcnt  of  men  on  boards  and  lay  in  the  upper  part  of  the  bay 
ready  for  service. 

They  are  contiiming  to  overhaul  and  to  careen  the  remain** 
ing  ships  in  the  Carracca  as  fast  as  th^y  can  undertake  it. 
The  nun^ber  of  caulkers,  carpenters,  &c.  (maistranzos)  actually 
employed  there  may  be  about  two  thousand  five  hundred. 
The  ships  actually  in  dock  and  repairing  in  them  are  the 
Rayo,  San  Juttc,  and  Soverano.    The  department  has  asuffi- 
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tient  pro^isioti  of  pkch/tafi  hemp>-rope>  mi  cables,  and  of 
sail  cloth.  I  do  not  find  any  quantity  of  naval  stores  is  exs- 
pected  from  the  Baltic  this  seasonj  or  that  there  are  any  con- 
tcticts. 

'  ♦  -Nipc  irrigates)  of  which  four  from  Vera  Cruz,  are  expected 
soon  from  thence^  Lima,  &c.  Three  of  them  from  Vera  Cruz 
.'had  sailed  i  the  Vet^nza  we  leam  is  arrived  at  Ferrol,  ot 
Vigo,  with  3,ioosOoo  dollars.  The  Sabina  and  Amphitrilp, 
vrluch  sailed  with  her  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  havin?  equal  sums 
•on  iDoard^ard  said  to  have  ^ut  into  Tenerific,  and  all  of  them 
.  with  reduced  crews,  from  having  lain  at  V^ra  Cruz  during  the 
sickly  season.  TJI^ey  left  the  RuEaa».  which  was  to  have  fol- 
lowed them  the  23d  June,  and  may  be  every  day  expected* 
These  frigates,  and  the  others  from  Lima,  &c.  it  is  <;omputed 
may  bring  about  twenty- four  millioQ^  of  dollars.  ^ 

The  Castilla,  from  Ferrol)  arrived  here  the  ijtlu 

No.  21.    /    . 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from    the  Honourable    Rear-Admiral 
Cochrane  to  Lord  Melvillef,  dated  the  ^zjd  August,  1804. 

THE  Spaniards  have  put  their  twelve  regiments  of  marines. 
.upon  the  same  establishn^ent  as.  ours.  Officers  distinct  front 
tbie  navy  are  appointed  to.  them,  and  they  are  formed  into 
three  departments-}  viz.  Ferrol,  Cadiz,  and  Carthagena. 
Three  hundred  French  jseldiers  are  within  a  few  days  marck 
of  this,  disguised  as  sailors,  from  Bayonne.  The  Spaniards 
are  afraid  to  interfere* 

No.  22. 

Naval  Occurrences  at  Cadiz,  for  August,  1 804,  reported  by 
Mr.  Duff,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  that  place. 

AUGUST  7.— Sailed  for  Gallicia,  the  King's  urea,  or  * 
store  ship,  the  brujalo. 

'  August  20^— Sailed  the  urea  Santa  Justa,.  for  Trieste,  to 
bring  quicksilver. 

The  ship  Sail  Leandro,  and  the  frigates  Amphitrite  and 
Rufina,  which  latterly  have  arrived  from  Vera  Cruz  and  the 
Havannah,  are  to  remain  in  this  department. 

The  frigate  Matilda,  which  arrived  from  Carthagena  the 
21th,  is  under  orders,  to  proceed  for  the  Havannah  in  the 
next  month^  with  stores  for  that  department,  her.  commander 
Don  Antonio  Vacoro. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


t5<J 

The  frigate  Maigdalcna  is  cotitinnidg  to  be  fitted  cmt  at  the 
CairaccaSy  to  proceed  far  America.  ' 

The  frigate  Venganza,  which  arrived  latterly  hem  Vera. 
Cruz  with  money,  and  the  frigate  the  Pnicba,  which  las 
been  in  readiness  some  time  in  Gallicia,  are  under  orders  to 
proceed  soon  for  Vera  Cruz,  to  bring  money* 

One  frigate,  which  remained  at  Vera  Cruz,  is  eipected  soon 
with  a  similar  sum  for  the  King,  as  the  thtee  .others  which 
aire  arrired.  A  very  considerable  sum,  which  it  is  judged 
tnsLj  amount  to  above  five  millions,  is  expected  frcrni  the  aaine 
place,  on  account  of  the  merchants,  and  to  come  in  the  mer- 
chant ships  expected  from  that  part .  in  the  course  of  tho 
year. 

The  frigates  expefted  from  Lima  and  Buepos  Ayrcs,  fbnr 
or  live  in  numbert  and  one  from  Carthagena,  are  not  yet  afu 
rived ;  they  may  be  looked  for  ii|  what  reoiams  of  this  year, 
and. may  be  expected  to  bring  in  all  from  eight  to  ten  mil- 
lions, for  account  of  the  King  and  of  the  Merchants. 

N.  B.  In  the  Carraccas  things'continue,  and  are  going  on^ 
much  as  before ;  the  old  ship  Kayo,  sister  ship  to  the  Gib- 
raltar, is  changing  into  a  three  decker,  her  bottom  has  been 
found  very  good  at  this  length  of  time  since  she  has  been 
built ;  sinc^  making  out  this  report,  I  am  informed  die  regi^ 
tered  seamen  from  the  different  ports  belonging  to  this  de- 
partment, viz.  from  that  of  Ayamante  to  that  of  Algesires^ 
both  inclusive,'have  been  ordered  to  repair  to  the  Carracca  ; 
this  would  indicate  an  intention  to  man  the  ships  which  are 
fitted  out  \  I  will  be  attentive  to  the  results,  and  tohnow  how 
far  it  may  be  carried  into  effect,  and  as  to  the  object  proposed 
by  it ;  giving  information  as  to  the  result. 

No.  23. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Cochi-ane  to  Lord 
Melville,  dated  5  th  September,  .1804. 

ORDERS  are  just  arrived  to  fit'  out  the  ships  mentioned 
in  the  enclosed  list,  with  all  possible  dispatch ;  this,  coupled 
with  the  sailing  of  two  three  decked  ships  from  Cadiz  for  this 
port,  to  be  followed  by  another,  and  the  circumstance  of  the 
enclosed  ships  being  ordered  to  victual  for  three  months  only 
(akhough  said  to  be  bound  for  America,)  makes  me  conjee-^ 
turc  that  their  designs  arc  not  of  the  most  pacific  natore.  I 
have  therefoi;e  ordered  the  HlustPious  to  proce^  directly  to 
Plymouth,  without  calling  oflfUshant.  •  .  .     .      .      - 
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'  ■  Should  the  Spaniards  have  any  Kd«iR"+»fs  'aJ:aTn«-G?c5t 
Britain^  within  a  month,  the  following  force  may  be  collected 

hrt« :  '     •  i     .    V 

Three  first-rates  from  Cadiz.  " .  ^ 

Three  iscventy-fours  fitting  here. 
'    Five  French  ships ;  making  in  all  eleven  sail  of  the  line. 

The  finances  of  ^  this  country  are  law  5  fh^y  only  wait^the 
arrival  of  the  frigatefi  with  treasure  to  put  on  a  difierent  coun- 
tenance. 

I  cannot  conceive  that  Spain,  even  if  at  war  with  Ameincat 
could  require  so  many  line  of  battle'  ships,  for  similar  orders 
ire  given  at  Cadis  ^nd  Cuthi^ena.  The  time  that  the  arftia^ 
ment  will  be  ready  for  sea,  corresponding  with  that  of  the 
French  squadron.  The  three  first-rates,  fitted  at  jCadiz,  to 
come  round  here.  All  tend. to  shew  that  they  have  some 
united  object  in  view.  Numbers  of  soldiers  for  the  French 
are  now  arriving  at  Ferrol  frotn  Fr^n^Oi  and  w^ny  more  are 
now  upon  |he  ros^df 

(Enclosure  in  No.  23.) 

List  of  the  squadron  of  Spanish  ships  of  war,  fittli^  at  Ferrolf 
commanded  by  Don  Caetano  Balder*  '' 


Neptune         .  -            •• 
Ban  Augustin 
Monarca        t-            - 

9CNS.     . 

74 

-     '   74 

74 

Vcngcjmcc        «           ^            -        36 
Fruelbo            -            s            *        40 
Prugula          "^             .-            *•        Store  sliip 
ifrguiso            r            r           -        ^4CQrvctt« 
A  Brig 

FrovisiQus  fqr  three  months. 

No.  J>4.  •    "     • 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear  Admiral  Coch»i  * 
rane  to  Lord  Melville,  dated  the  i  ith  September  1804. 
I  HAVE  been  forced  to  keep  the  Illustrious,  as  there  does 
not  remain  a  doubt  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  Spain.     Mr, 
Frere  will  inform  your  Lordship  that  Spain  has  agreed  to  the 
propositions  made  by  America }  so  that  there  is  no  preten^o 
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Tbntthonsndwi^^twkdrUBraBa.}^^  lam  told  tint  the 
^ole  of  the  ships  wilt  be  reidy  to  leave  this  port  in  fourtea 
days.    ' 

No.  25. 

Zxtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear  Admiral 
Cochrane  to  the  honourable  Admiral  Comwallu>  dated  on 
board  his  Majesty's  ship  Northumberland^  off  Femd,  the 
jpth  September  1804. 

•  I  HAVE  ordered  the  Majestie  to  be  completed  with  water, 
vftd  ihooid  nothing  particular  happen  she  will  be  ordered  to 
the  Downs  tgreeabk  to  the  Admiralty  order.  It  is  impossible 
to  sar  what  state  the  Spamsh  squadron  may  be  in ;  within  a 
lew  days  it  must  certainly  depend  upon  ordm  from  Court, 
w.  I  wiU  deby  sending  the  Ganges  and  Illustrious  to  Plymouth 
until  I  receive  further  orders,  as  I  do  not  think  the  remain- 
ing three  ships  will  be  safe  after  their  departure,  should  orders 
arrive  from  Madri^  to  send  the  Spanish  squadron  to  sea, 
^hich  they  can,  do  m  twenty-four  hours,  should  their  object 
i^nm.  atMckupon  the  squadron  Under  my  orders. 

No.  20. 

Extract  of  a  X#etter  from  the  Honourable  Rear  Admiral  Coch^ 
rane  to  Lord  Melville,  dated  the  20th  EJeptember^  1804. 

I  ENCLOSE  to' you  copies  of  papers  which  I  transmitted 
to  Admiral  Cbmwallis  yesterday. 

^  I  have  dnce  reeetved  an  answer  from  the  Captain  Genera) 
of '^e  marine,  to  ttij  last  letter }  the  evasiye  nature  of  whicH 
must  strike  your  I.ordship,  as  it  does  me,  that  the  retiring  of 
the  squadron  into  thte  arsenal  is  a  mere  blind,  where  they  are 
cqo^y  ready  for  sea  as  when  at  anchor  in  the  harbour. 
Most  of  their  crew  live  in  the  vicinity  of  Ferrol ;  and  they 
!havt,  it  is  said,  leave  granted  them  until  the  i$th  of  ncj^t 
month.  I  niutt'however  remark^  that  they  can  l^  assembled 
at  any  time  vitfain  a  few  haarau 
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Copy  o('z  Letter  from  the  Honourdble  Rear  Admiral  Cbeli^  ' 
rane  to  the  Captain  General  of  M^ne,  Fcrrol,  dated  his 
Britauiic  Majesty's  Ship  Northumbeflazidj  offTerroVi4tk 
Septenxber,  1804. 

Sir, 

KNOWING  the  poUtical  situa^ioo.  In  which  Great  Britain 
and  Spain  stood  with  respect  to  each,  other,  I  wa^  much  asto^ 
nished  at  being  informed  that  orders  bad  hcea  sent  to  th(  dif^ 
ferent  naval  departments  of  this  country  to  increase  their  m»^ 
rine  establishments,  and  fit  out  squadrons  similar  ta  wbat>is 
now  jdouag  in  the  port  of  Ferrol. 

As  Spain  is  not  engaged  in  ^j  ibrdgp  war,  I  feel  it  firf 
4uty  to  demand  an  explanation,  more  particularly  as  the  har^^ 
hour  of  Ferrol  contains  five  sail  of  the  line  belonging  to  the 
French,  as  also  one  Dutch  man  of  war  of  the  same  ratej  the 
pfficers  of  whom  I  am  informed  declare,  that  they  intend 
filing  in  company  with  the  Sps^niA  squadron  ^  which  report 
seems  to  be  confirmed' by  their  late  prefiarations.  ' 

.  The  situation  in  which  I  am  placed  by  commanding  aqiitt* 
sion  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ships,  caUs  upon  me  to  enquire 
of  yoiur  Excellency*  if  the  above  ficts  are  trues  for  should  the 
two  squadrons  sail  in  company,  I  declare  to  your  ExceUencf 
that  it  is.nly  determination  to  attack  that  of  France  and  Hoih 
land*  and  I  trust  in  doing  so  I  will  not  be  opposed  ^y  the 
Spanish  squadron;  the  consequences  of  which  may  prote 
fatal  to  the  harmony  and  fiooid  imderstanding  that  1uSlS0 
happily,  subsisted  between  Ac  two  countries,  mi  v/bMsh  p7 
best  endeavours  have  hitherto  been  used  to.  preime..  At 
the  same  time  there  is  a  duty  I  owe  taf  country  in  maintain* 
ing  Itt  faenour  and  dignity  that  is  paramount  to  ever^  othtr 
eonsideration,  and  by  this  I  nuisi  be  governed. 
I  have  the  honour  to  l^,  ^ 
With  the  highest  remctj 

Tour  Excellency^,  dec.  Sec.  to* 

(Signed)     .        aTCOCHIUNS. 
HU  Excellency  Don  Felix  de  Texadst  Captain 
General  of  the  Marine,  FerroL 


Ta 
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(Srcc  od  caclosuit  in  No.  a6.) 

Copjrof  aimer  iirom  tlie  C  tain  General  of  Marine^*  ^t  Fer« 
. .  roly  to  jthe  Honourable  R  :ar  A  imiral  Cochrane^  daicd  x  5th 
J  September^  1804. 

AT  three  quarters  past  twelve  oft  his  dajt,.  I  have,  recdved 
ytwor  Excdknc/s  official  of  yesterday,  directed  to  ask  me  ex- 
planations upon  the  subject  of  the. armament  of  ships  that 
your  &Kcdlencv  says  is  making  in  this  port,  and  to  manifest 
that^ou  are  aetermined  to  attiick  any  of  the  French'  ships 
of  war  and  the  Dutch  ship  that  are  here,  should  they  verify 
their  departure  at  the  ^ame  time  that  the  Spanish,  ships  of  War 
effect  It,  " 

To  the  first  point  J  have  no  objection  to  answer  your.  Ex* 
.cellency^  that  though  in  this  department  there  have  been 
armed  three  ships  and  one  frigate,  besides  another  that  was 
already  fitted  out,  and  some  smaller  ships  for  a  secret  com- 
hiiSsion ;  the  manner  in  which  these  ships  have  been  manned 
With  only  half  crews ;  this  circumstance  alone  by  itself  dissi- 
pates aQ  hostile  apprehensions  on  the  part  of  any  European 
poyger. 

^  And  as  to  what  regards  the  second  point,  I  can  only  say 
t6  your  Excellency,,  that  I  remain  informed  of  the  declara- 
^ti6n  which  your  £^xcelkncy  makes,  of  attacking  the  French 
and  Dutch  ships^pf  war,  should  they  efiect  their  sailing  with 
/W  Spanish;  ind  not  having  the. least  kpowlcdge  oftte 
Trench  intcndlug  to  depart  from  this  port  with  the  ships  of 
[my  Sovereign,  I  give  account  to  his  Majesty  of  what  your 
^Excelleocy  has  just  officiated  with  mc  for 'his  royal  informa- 
tion, which  I  lay  before  your  Excellency  in  reply  to  your 
'said  office.    • 

2    God  preserve  yoUr  Excellency  manv  years. 
"  /  ^         ^        (Signed)  FELIX  DE  TEXADA.  ' 

His  Excellency  Alexander  Cochrane, 

•  ^   -    (Third  enclosure  in  No.  .26.) 

"Copy  of  second  Letter  ^rom  the  Cai^tain  General  of  Ma- 
rine at  Ferrdl  to.  Rear  Admiral  Cochrane,  dated  15th  Sej^ 
tember  1804.  

AFfER  having  closed  the  adjoined  packet  for  your  Excel- 
lency, and  having  sent  it  wjth  one  of  my  adjutants  to  the 
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English  Vice  Cpnsul,  who  pot  bc^iff/oppd,  and  when  mj 
dispatches  were  already  in  the  post  (^ce,  in  which  I^  inform 
ifif  Court  cf*  what  your  Excellency.had  officisttedr  with  tot^ 
and.  ,C|f.my.rcply9  I  have  received  orders  to  disarm  his  Ma- 
jesty's three  ships  that  are  in  this  port,  and  that  only  to  re- 
xnain  so  the  two  frigsites,  the  4»ckets,.  and  transport  dups» 
that  were  so  before,  to  be  employed  in  their  particular  com- 
onssions ;  with  which  motive  I  have  again  opened  the  said 
packet,  to  subjoin  to  it  this  information,,  which  should  pacify 
the  apprehensions  you  manifested  in  your  office  of  yester- 
day. '  • 

God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 

(Signed)  FELIX  DETEXADA. 

JUls  Excellency  Alexander  Cochrane.  \ 

(Fourth  enclosure  in  No.  ad.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Cochrane  to  the  Captain 
oeneral  of  Marine,  dated  his  Majesty^  Ship  Northumber* 
land,  off  Ferrol,  1 6th  September,  1 804. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yo«r 
letter x)f  yesterday's  date,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  14th  instant. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  understand,  that  your  £x« 
cfUency  has  received  orders  to  retire  into  the  arsenal  and 
^arm  the  Spanish  squadron  now  in  the  harbour  of  TerroL 
May  I  beg  of  your  Excellency  to  know,  for  tbe  information  of 
my  court,  if  the  orders  are  for  the  actual  disarmament  of  the 
sqmdron,  that  is  to  say,  disembarking  their  guns,  provisions^ 
rigging,  &c.  as  also  for  the  discharge  of  their  respective  ships 
companies. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  ships  of  every  description  can  remain 
in  the. arsenal  equally  ready  for  sea  as  at  author  where  thpy 
now  arc;  and  the  duty  I  owe  my  country  puts  me  under  the 
painful  necessity  of  making  the  demands  I  now  do. 

May  God  long  preserve  the  peace  between  our  two  coun- 
tries, and  grant  your  Excellency  many  happy  years. 

"   I  have  the  honour  tp  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)    A.COCHRANE. 

iCs  Excellency  Don  Felix  de  Texada, 
Captain  General  of  Marine, 

I  Ferrol. 
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^  (Stftk  Efidosure  m  Ko»  25.) ' . 

Oemy  of  a  Letter  from  tfieCaptaxfi  General  of  Mviae  to-tibe 
'  HononraUe  Rear-Adminl  CkKhrane,  dated  the  tiSlkSep* 

*  tcmber  1804. 

*  TO  the  office  that  your  Eztelleficj  has  been  pleased  to  ad* 
dress  me,  mider  date  of  the  i6th  of  the  present  month»  and^ 
which  was  dclwercd  to  me  yesterday  morning,  I  can  only  re- 
ply to  your  Excellency,  that  the  King's  ships  which  I  informed 
your  EKccUency  by  my  second  o£!ite,  dated  the  I5th»  shoidd 
enter  the  arsenal,  have  already  effected  it,  will  remain  in  the 
same  state  they  were  in  before  their  equipment  for  to  get  into 
port,  which  has  been  the  origin  of  the  apprehensions  your  Ex-^ 
cellency  had,  and  which  you  manifested  to  me  in  your  letted 
of  the  14th,  and  to  which  I  have  replied  to  your  Excellency 
by  my  two  officials  on  the  following  day,  which  I  re-assure 
your  Excellency  in  answer  to  your  said  official;  and  wishing 
for  opportunities  in  which  I  may  be  able  to  evince  the  caai 
rideration  I  have  for  your  Exccllency*s  person. 

God  prcserire  your  ExcoUcncy  many  years. 

(Signed)     FELIXDETEXADA. 
Mis  Excellency  Alexander  Cochrane, 

No.  27'. 

I^aval  Occurrences  at  Cadiz,  &c.  for  September,  1804,  re* 
ported  by  Mr.  DuS*,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  that  Place. 

UPON  the  I3tli  arrived  the  two  store  ships  belonging,  to 
the  King;  the  Presentation  and  Aurora  from  Gallicia,  with 
timber,  for  Carthagena,  and  450  of  the  troops  destined  for 
Tijas*  The  first  proceeded  the  a3d  for  her  destination,  tlie 
.second  went  to  the  Carracca  to  repair  her  main  mast.  The 
troops  were  landed  at  the  island  and  incorporated  with  tho 
force  which  is  forming  there  for  that  service,  under  the  com« 
mand  of  Don  Pedro  Grimarest,  who  is  to  command  there» 
as  is,  according  to  report,  Don  Jph.  Caro,  lately  promote^ 
to  the  rank  of  Captain  of  a  ship  from  that  of,  Captain  of  a 
frigate,  to  qualify  him  for  the  command,  which  is  to  consist 
•In  frigates.'.  For  the  present,  1600  troojps  are  only  intended 
to  be  sent  outj  and  prpbaUy  will  go  to  the  Havannah  in  tt^ 
first  instance. 

In  the  Carracca,  the  frigates  Magdalena  and  Refina  are 
getting  ready,  and  in  the  bay,  the  frigate  Pomona,  (lately 
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miml  from  die  department  of  Cartliagcna),  ako  the  AfhT 
phitate.  In  all  these  frigates  they  aw  forn^I|g  the  case  ki 
receiving  on  board  the  quicksilver  destined  for  the  H^i^anndi 
ffddVeraCioz. 

la  Gallicia,  the  frigates  ^Yenganza  and  Pmesa  are  undef 
sailing^  orders  for  M<Hitovideo. 

From  MoQtovideo  was  expected  to  siul  the  25th  July,  the 
fri^tcs  Assuoipeion,  Paz,  md  Mercedes,  which  had  put  id 
lliere  fr-ooi  Uma,  wherethey  have  united  with  the  frigates 
Clara  and  Medea,  which  were  ufon  that  station* .  The  whote 
bein^  a  motley  or  plate  register,  and  under  the  commatid  of 
the  Gife  d'Esquadra,  Rear  Admiral  Don  Joseph  Buslamente^ 
They  are  exp^ed  to  bring  six  miilions. 

The  ships  which  hod  bc^  ordered  to  be  fitted  but  at  rhe! 
CSarracca  (and  whiefar  with  respect  to  armament,  have  been 
SD  these  some  months  past)  remain  in  the  same  situation  a» 
they  have  been  of  late.  Only  three  of  them  have  any  num* 
ber  of  men  mi  board.  These  are  the  Trinidad  &nd  St.  Ann, 
having  about  500  each,'  and  the  America,  with  nearly  hef* 
oomplement.  The  other  three  with  hardly  any.  'i  he  Ar«*' 
gonaut  and  Bahama,  which  came  from  Garthagena,  are'^socn-' 
pletely  manned  and  ready  for  service  in  every  respect.  The 
careening  of  the  remaining  ships  in  the  Carracca  is  carrying 
on. 

^     No.  28. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Gore,  of  the  Medusa, 
dated  5th  October^  1804. 

THE  French  ship  L-Atgk,  of  74  guns,  and  five  sail  of 
Spanish  line  of  battle  ships,  are  perfectly  ready  for  sea  at 
Cadiz.  The  Santissima  Trinidada  and  the  St.  Ann,  both 
first  rates,  are  fitting,  but  not  ready. 

No.  2g. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  J.  C.  White,  to  Lord 
Melvillct  dated  19th  October,  1804. 
My  Lord, 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands,  I  herewith 
State  the  force  of  the  French  and  Spanish  ships,  as  far  as 
came  under  my  observation  during  my  stay  at  Cadiz,  between 
the  27th  of  Augttsr^and  5th  of  September  last,  viz.  In  the 
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Pdntal  or  Road  of  Gidiz,  the  French  force  contilted  of 
l«*Ai|^e,  of  74  gunsi  and  two  corveticsi  manned  and  readj 
fortea* 

The  Spanish  force  in  the  Pontal  conrfsted  of  the  gnardship^ 
an  old  non-eflfective  60  gun  ship;  two  shipsof  the  line,  one  of 
70  the  other  of  64  gunsj  these  had  recently  arrived  from  the 
colonies,  were  badTy  manned,  sickly,  and  appeared  by  no 
meaps  ^ective  ships  of  war  i  four  fngates  were  also  lytqc  in 
the  road,  two  of  them  were  in  good  oi3er,  and  appeared  rally 
manned;  the  other  two  I  understood  were  incomplete,  sickly, 
wd  w^ting  repairs;  they  had  lately  returned  from  the 
ipoloniies. 

^  The  Spanish  force  at  the  Carracca^  I  understood  conn 
aisted  of  two  ships  of  74  <guns,  about  half  manned,  and  were 
fitting  it  was  said  m^ely  to  be  carried  round  to  Feirol  to  be 
l^id  up;  an  8dgun  ship  was  repairing  at  the  Carraccas,  and  to 
have  a  third  tier  added  to  her* 

The  above  was,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  the  naval  force 
at  Cadiz  on  the  5th  of  September;  and  as  frr  as  my  obser* 
va^tonand  enquiiies  led,  there  djd  not  at  that  time  appear 
any  thing  like  a  naval  armament  on  foot. 

I  have  the  honour  %q  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

.     (Signed)  JOHN  C  WHITE. 
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No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Ix>rd  Hawkesbury  to  L  H.  Frere» 
Esq.  dated  iDowning-streetj  ist  October,  i8c2* 

Sir, 
,  'T'HE  accustomed  political  relations  between  this  ^uotrf 
X  and  Spain  being  re-established,  it  is  important  that  I 
should  inform  ^you  of  the  line  of  conduct  which  it  will  be 
proper  for  you  to  adopt,  and  of  the  language  which  yon- 
ought  to  hold  in  your  communications  with  the  Spantih  Go* 
Temment,  as  his  Majesty's  Minister  at  Madrid. 

You  will  omit ,  no  opportunity  of  assuring  the  Ministers  of 
his  CathoHc  Majesty,  conformably  to  your  instructions,  of  the 
sincere  and  anxious  desire  of  the  King  to  cultivate  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  countries ;  and,  in  order  to  give 
a  full  effect  to  these  sentiments,  you  will  manifest,  in  all  y.Qur 
proceedings,  the  most  friendly  and  conciliatory  conduct. 
•  There  are  three  objects  of  different  vahic  in  themselves, 
which  you  si^ould  always  bear  in  mind  in  your  communica- 
tions with  the  Spanish  Government,  and  which  you  will 
brine  forward  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  first  would  be  to  establish  an  unreserved  confidence, 
and  a  friendly  connection  between  our  two  Governments; 
this,  though  highly  desirable,  may  be  attended  with  insur- 
mountable difiiculties  from  the  prevalence  either  of  the  French 
ititerest  in  the  Spanish  Councils,  or  from  the  dread  of  French 
power.  The  success  of  it  will  depend  in  a  great  measure 
upon  the  characters  and  disposition  of  the  Spanish  Ministers. 
The  object  is^  however,  so  important,  that  no  means,  to 
which  we  can  with  prudence  resort,  ought  to  be  neglected 
for  its  accomplishment.  The  second  object  would  be  to  se- 
cure the  neutrality  of  Spain  in  the  event  of  another  war  be-» 
tween  his  Majesty  and  France.  All  the  reasoning  applied  to 
the  first  object  will  be  applicable^  in  a  still  greater  degree,  t& 
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the  second :  and  there  may  be  circumstances  under  which  this 
object  may  be  attainable,  when  the  first  must  be  necessarily 
abandoned.  The  third  object  proceeds  upoh  the  ground  of 
the  two  former  being  found  impracticable,  and  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  dissolving  thp  connection  which  has  subsisted  be- 
tween France  and  Spain.  Iq  that  ^ase  our  utmost  endeavours 
should  be  used  to  render  Spain,  in  th^  event  of  a  war,  an  un- 
willing and  tardy  enemy.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
inform  you,  that  much  woyld  be  obtained  even  by  success  in 
this  particular,  for  if,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  Spanish  Go- 
vernment could  be  induced  to  enter,  even  slowly,  into  the 
views  of  France,  and  to  create  as  many  delays  as  possible  by 
negotiation  before  they  had  recourse  to  hostilities,  his  Majesty 
would  have  the  advantage  of  being .  able  to  direct  the  whole 
of  his  force  in  the  first  instance  against  France,  and  wcdd 
not  be  under  the  necessity,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war, 
when  the  disposable  naval  force  of  this  country  is  necessarily 
less  considerable  than  it  is  at  succeeding  periods,  of  diverting 
this  force  to  too  many  quarters,  at  the  time  when  he  is  least 
prepared.  These  different  objects  are  to  be  preferred  in  the 
order  they  stand,  and  his  Majesty  relies  on  your  zeal  to  give 
efiect  to  ^e  instructions  he  has  given  you  respecting  them. 

lamj  &c. 
(Signed)  HAWKESBURT. 

J.  H.  Frcrc,  Esquirci 
&c.  3cc.  &€• 

» 

No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  LH.  Frerc^ 
Esq.  dated  Downing-street,  27th  October,  1802. 

Sir, 
•SINCE  I  wrote  my  last  dispatch,  No.  i,  events  have  oc- 
curred which  may  possibly  lead  to  a  rupture  betAveen  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  French  Government.  I  think  it  ii^portant  that 
you  shoulu  be  apprised  of  them ;  and  I  therefor^  inclose  you 
a  copy  of  tl  e  note  verbale  which  I  presented  to  I\I.  Otto,  on 
the  affairs  i  f  Switzerland,  and  of  the  instructions  which  have 
been  given  10  Mr.  Moore  on  the  same  subject.  V6n  will  con^ 
sider  these  communications  as  made  to  you  in  t^e  strictest 
confidence;  but  if,  as  may  be  expected,  any  cohvcrsation 
should  ari^  between  you  and  the  Spanish  Government  on  the 
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fubject,  you  will  not  fall  to  represent  the  system  of  encroach- 
ment and  aggrandizement  wbich  has  been  invariably  m.ai\i- 
fested  by  the  French  Government  since  thp  conclusion  of  the 
ilefinitive  treaty^  in  its  proper  colours^  and  how  essential  it  if 
that  every  independent  state  ^^hould  unite  in  resisting  the  ex* 
brbitant  pretensions  of  France.  Tou  will  conform  joursdfp 
in  your  communications  on  this  subject,  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  general  instructions  contained  in.  my  dispatch>  No.  i.^ 
and  you  willy  above  all,  endeavour  to  impress  upon  the  Spa-* 
liish  Government  his  Majest/s  anxious  desire  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  between  him  and  France,  th^.  Court  of  Madrid 
may  be  induced  at  least  to  preserve  a  strict  neutrality,  and  his 
Majesty^s  determination,  in  that  case,  to  respect  that  neutrality 
by  every  means  in  his  power. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  HAWKESBURY..; 

•    J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire^    .  . .  ..   • 

&C.  &C.&C 

No.  3*  * 

Memorandum,  without  signature  or  date,  from  the  Cheva- 
lier d'Anduaga — Receive^  29th  August,  1803. ;    . 

Difference  between  the  Family  Compoct  of  1 761,  and  the 
Treaty  of  Alliance  of  1796,  between  Spain  aod  France. 

Family  Compact.  Xreaty  of  1 796. 

According  to  ^the  family        According  to  the  treaty  o^ 

compact,  the  two  powers  will  1796,  if  one  of  the  two  pow* 

consider  as  their  enemy  «yery  ers  finds  itself  threatened  or 

power  who  shall  become  ene-  attacked,  the  other  promises^ 

my  to  one  of  the  two  crowns,  engages,  and  obliges  itsdf  (o 

Art.  i..  be  anling.  with  its  good  oif^ 

The  inviolable  and  mutual  fices,  and  to  assist  it  when  so 

guarantee  shall  be  supported  required,  according  to  the  sti^ 

by  all  their  forces;  and  their  pulation  of  the  following  ar« 

Majesties,  according  to  the  tides.     Art.  2. 

principle  which  is  the  basis  of  ,  (Here  folbw  the  articles  rela- 
this  treaty,  agree  that  who-  tive  to  the  succours.) 

^vcr ,  a^acks  the  one  crown, 
attacks  the  other.     Art.  2 
(Here  followthe  articles  rela- 

.  tive  to  the  first  succours.) 

Z  2 
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The  first  succours  ajc  to  be 
considered  as  an  obligation 
inseparable  from  the  ties  of 
relationship  and  intimate  uni- 
oui  and  these  succours  shall 
be  the  least  that  the  power  re- 
quired can  do  lot  tne  power 
Vrho  may  stand  in  need  of  as- 
sistance $  but  a$  the  intention 
q(  the  two  Kings  is,  that  a 
war  once  begun  by  or  against 
one  of  the  two  crowns,  shall 
become  proper  and  personal 
to  the  other )  it  is  agreed, 
that  as  soon  as  the  two  Kings 
shili  be  in  a  state  of  war  with 
the  same  enemy  or  enemies, 
the  obligation  of  the  said  suc- 
cours shall  cease,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  the  two  crowns  shall 
be  bound  to  make  war  con-r 
jointly  Ml  employiiig  therein 
the  wfade  of  tlieir  Ibrce. 
Art^  i6. 


If  the  said  succours  are  of 
should  become  insufficient, 
the  two  powers  shall  put  in 
action  the  greatest  force  in 
their  power,  as  well  by  sea  as 
by  land,  against  the  enemy  of 
the  power  attacked,  which 
power  shall  employ  the  said 
forces  either  conjointly  or  se^ 
paratelyi  according  to  a  plan 
that  shall  be  concerted  be- 
tween them.    Art.  ri. 

The  succours  stipulated  by 
the  preceding  article  diall  be 
fiurnished  in  any  war  which 
the  contracting  powers  may 
have  to  carry  on,  even  should 
the  party  required  not  be  di-- 
rectly  interested  therein,  and 
should  onl^cf  as  auxiliary. 
Art.  12.      ^ 


In  case  the-  Aiotives  fer  hostilities  ihooM  be  so  pi^dicial 
to  both  parties  as  to  induce  them  to  declare  war  bv  common 
consent  against  one  or  more  powers,  -  the  limitations  estab- 
lished la  the  preceding  articles  shall  rcaseto  have  eflSsct,  and 
the  two  contracting  powers  -shs^l  be  bound  to  employ  against 
the  common  enemy  the  whole  of  their  forces  by  sea  and  land, 
and  to  concert  plans  to  direct  such  forces  either  collectivdy, 
k>r  separately,  tQwards  such  points  ar  may  be  deemed  most 
advisable.  They  also  bind  themselves  in  the  case  pointed  out 
In  this  article,  not  to  treat  for  peace,  but  by  common  consent, 
and  in  sudi  a  manner  a$  that  each  party  may  obtain  that  sa* 
tisfaction  to  which  they  are  cntitlccL     Art.  13. 

In  case  one  of  the  powers  should  act  only  as  auxiliary,  that 
-power  which  alone  shall  be  attacked  may  treat  for  peace  sepa* 
rately,  but  so  as  to  prevent  any  prejudice  resulting  therefrom 
to  the  auxiliary  power,  and  moreover  so  as  it  may  tend  a» 
much  as  possible  to  its  direct  advantage ;  for  which  purpose 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  auxiliary  power,  of  the  mode  and 
time  agreed  upon  for  the  opening  of  the  negotiations.  Art.  1 4. 
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REMARKS. 

By  simply  comparing  the  most  striking  articles  of  the  twd 
trouies,  it  clearly  appears  that  the  family  compaa  was  in 
reality  a  treaty  of  alliance  offensive  and  defensive,  since  it 
stipulated,  that  the  allied  power  who  was  not  at  w^r  should 
consider  the  enemy  of  his  ally  as  his  own  ;  whilst  the  alliance 
of  1796  is  in  itseli  merely  defensive,  inasmuch  as  it  only  ex- 
acts certain  succours  from  the  allied  power  who  may  be  me- 
naced or  attacked,  and  that  the  alliance  does  not  become  of* 
fen»ve,  unless  the  motives  for  hostilities  being  prejudicial  to 
both  parties,  they  should  declare  war  by  common  consent.  ^> 
This  observation  is  so  much  the  more  necessary,  as  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1796  has  t|iis  expression :  **  There 
*<  shall  exist  a  perpetual  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  be- 
''  tween  the  French  Republic  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  the 
•«  King  of  Spain.**  Those  who  may  not  attentively  peruse 
the  treaty,  and  those  particularly  who  may  not  compare  it 
with  the  femily  compact,  might  be  led  from  this  vague  ex^ 
pression,  to  believe  that  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance, 
actually  exists  at  one  and  the  same  time ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
the  ally  of  the  power  attacked  must  ipso  facto  consider  the 
enemy  of  that  power  as  his  own,  and  believe  himself  in  a  , 
state  of  war  with  him,  and  consequently  as  out  of  his  power 
to  continue  neutral  towards  him. 

It  is  equally  important  to  attend  to  the  text  of  the  i  ith 
Article  of  the  treaty  of  1796,  and  particularly  to  the  phrase^ 
V  shalKput  in  action  the  greatest  force  in  their  power,''  for 
this  force  is,  and  can  only  be,  an  augmentation  bf  the  sue* 
cours  to  be  made  to  the  stipulated  succours  j  but  it  is  an  aug- 
mentation which  can  take  place,  first,  only  in  the  event  of 
the  succours  furnished  not  being  sufficient;  and,  secondly, 
mly  according  to  the  power  and  means  which'the  party  re- 
hired may  have,  for  making  the  augmentation.  One  sees 
at  once  that  it  cannot  be  otherwise :  First,  because  if  by  the 
^resaid  phrase  it  was  meant  that  the  power  required  should 
be  considered  as  bound  to  put  in  action  all  his  forces,  it 
would  be  absurd-,  since  he  could  not  do  nx>re  even  were  he 
himself  at  war  with  the  enemy  of  his  ally:  Secondly,  because 
the  13th  article  of  the  same  treaty  exacts  the  employment  of 
the  whole  of  the  forces  of  the  power  required,  ^nly  in  the 
case  wherdn  the  two  powers  should  declare  war  by  common. 
iKHisaat  against  other  powers. 
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No.  4. 

Memorandum,  without  signature  or  date,  from  the  Chevalier 
d'Andunga,  received  ist  September  1803. 

SPAIN,  the  ally  of  France,  and  at  the  same  time  a  friend 
of  England,  finds  herself  at  this  moment  called  upon  to  fulfil 
towards  each  of  them  the  respective  duties  of  alliance  and  of 
friendship. 

The  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  with  France  in  17969  al- 
though termed  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance,  being  only, 
properly  speaking,  an  alliance  strictly  defensive,  aecording  to 
the  tenor  of  all  its  articles,  pnd  the  striking  difference  which 
exists  between  its  engagements,  and  those  contained  in  the 
family  compact  of  176 1,  his  Catholic  Majesty  trusts,  he  can 
reconcile  his  engagements  to  furnish  to  France  the  succours 
stipulated  by  thq  treaty  of  1 796,  with  his  most  ardent  desire 
to  maintain  his  friendly  connections  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty. The  perfect  harmony  and. good  understanding,  whkk 
have  subsisted  l)etween  the  two  monarchs  since  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  last  peace  \  the  reciprocal  proceedings  and  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations  to.be  pursued  under  ciraim-s 
stances  similar  to  those  in  which  Great  Briton  and  Spain  arc 
acttidlly  placed,  are  so  many  reasons,  which  prove  the  justice 
^d- the  necessity  of  the -conduct  which  his  Catholic  Majesty 
proposes  to  pursue  at  the  present  moment.  France  confining 
herself  to  the  requisition  of  the  stipulated  succours,  and  Spain 
to  furnishing  them  to  her^  but  without  allowing  herself  to 
commit  any  act  of  direct  hostility,  agaii^t  £mland$  his  Ca- 
tholic Majcsry  cannot  fur  a  moment  doubt  of  bis  Britaniuc 
Majesty's  disposition  to  observe  a  like  conduct  on  his  part. 

^  By  sucU  a  conduct,  his  British  Majesty  would,  in  the  fint 
instance^  anord  to  Spain,  and  to  all  Europe,  a  proof  of  his 
justice,  of  his  wisdom,  and  of  his  impartiality.  He  would 
n:akca  distinction  between  a  friendly  power  who  did  not  fiir- 
nish  succours  to  his  enemies  through  ambition,  resentment,  or 
any  vicious  views,  or  others  inimical  to  him,  but  solely  to  fulfil 
general  eventual  ^ngagementf;  previously  contrai^ted,  and  the 
power  who  should  form  connections  inimical  to  England  with 
licr  enemy,  in  the  very  moment  of  war,  and  with  the  sagie 
hostile  spirit  and  views  as  its  ally.  His  Britannic  Majesty 
woul  i  obtain  for  the  people  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  the  great  advantage  of  the  continuance  of 
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their  commerce  with  Spam,  not  only  during  the  present  war, 
but  also  in  all  those  in  which  neither  party  haying  any  sub- 
ject of  complaint  against  the  other,  England  Vould  remain  in 
friendship  with  Spain,  notwithstanding  her  being  at  war  with 
France.  His  Britannic  Majesty  would  besides  establish  from* 
this  moment  the  just  idea  which  should  be  entertained,  espe- 
cially in  England,  that  a  rupture  with  France  docs  not  neces- 
^ai"ily  produce  ipso  facto,  and,  according  to  treaties,  a  rupture 
with  Spain. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  Ministry  are  too  just  and 
too  enlightened  for  it  to  be  supposed  that  thry  can,  enter- 
tain an  opinion  contrary  to  the  principles  above  stated,  or  to 
the  advantages  which  Kngland' would  derive  from  tht-m,  even 
should  she  agree  to  the  system  of  conduct  pursued  by  Spain. 
So  fuUy  convinced  is  the  King  of  this,  that  he  tannot  enter- 
tain the  ismallest  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  an  J  he  expects  with' 
perfect  confidence  to  receive,  in  the  concurrence  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty  and  of  his  Government  in  the  system  of  the  King's 
conduct,  a  new  proof  of  their  rectitude,  and  of  th<*ir  friendly 
iehtiments  towards  the  King  and  the  Spanish  people. 

No.  5. 

Memorandum  from  the  Chevalier  d'Anduaga,  without  sigBa* 
ture  or  date,  received  ist  September,  1803. 

THE  question,  whether  England  shall  acknowledge  the 
neutrality  of  Spain,  appears  to  be  reduced  to  the  determining 
whether  the  treaty  of  that  power  with  France  of  the  year 
1796,  is  an  offensive  or  defensive  alliance.  It  is  agreed,  that 
if  this  treaty  merely  contains  stipulations  of  limited  succours. 
It  might'  be  considered  as  an  alliance  strictly  defensive  5  but 
as  it  is  stated  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  **  there  shall 
exist  a  perpetual  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  between  the 
French  Republic  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  5**  and  moreover, 
in  the  second  article,  that  if  the  stipulated  succours  were  or 
shoald  become  insufficient,  the  two  powers  slK>uld  'put  in 
action  the  greatest  forces  in  their  power  5  it  is  pretended,  that 
by  this  new  obligation  the  succours  become  unlimited,  and 
thprefore  the  alliance  take^  an  offensive  character. 

With  respect  to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served, that  the  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  spoken  of  is 
sn  fact  two  alliances,  each  of  a  different  kind,  and  which  refei^ 
im  twp  different  periods*  -  The  first  b  that  in  which  thd 
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powcr9  whose  ally  is  threatened  or  attacked,  acts  merely  as  an 
auxiliary.  The  second  is  that  in  which  both  powers  should 
declare  war  by  common  consent  against  one  or  more  powers* 
The  first  period  relates  to  defensive,  the  second  to  offensive 
alliance ;  and  although  the  first  article  embraces  the  two  pe-» 
riods  collectively,  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty  distinguish 
them  in  the  clearest  manner  \  and  it  is  evident  that  the  de- 
fensive alliance  takes  place  in  one  case,  and  tlie  offensive  al- 
liance  in  another ;  which  latter  is  merely  hypothetical,  as  it 
cannot  take  place,  but  when  the  two  allies  shall  declare  war 
by  common  consent ;  consequently  the  defensive  alliance  may 
exist,  without  its  becoming  an  offensive  one,  and  without 
being  in  contradiction  to  the  first  article,  which  ^leaks  of  the 
one  and  the  other  at  the  same  time. 

,  The  same  distinction  of  the  two  alliances,  land  of  the  two 
periods,  serves  equally  to  explain  the  eleventh  article  in  its 
true  sense,  and  with  that  justice  which  b  required  by  the  de- 
finition of  a  duty,  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  whidi  doubts 
have  arisen.  The  treaty  itself  fixes  and  separates  in  its  articles 
the  two  alliances,  and  the  two  periods,  in  such  a  manner  as, 
that,  on  the  bare  reading  of  it,  one  discovers  that  the  ardcle 
1 2.  closes  the  first  period  f  ^i^d  that  the  second  commences  at 
article  13.  that  is  to  say,  that  article  11.  relates  to  defensive 
mlliaoce,  and  article  13.  to  ofiFensive  alliance,  fit>m  which  itre-^ 
suits,  that  article  1 1 .  as  relating  to  the  period  of  defensive  al- 
liance, should  be  explained  according  to  the  nature  of  that 
filliance,and  according  to  the  analogy  which  the  accessory  con- 
dition contained  in  article  1 1 .  has  with  the  principal  condition^ 
mentioned  in  the  preceding'  articles. 

The  nature  of  defensive  alliances  is.  to  compel  an  auxiliary 
to  furnish  to  his  ally  limited  succours  ^  and  this  b  the  case 
in  the  alliance  in  question  $  for  the  ex(»ressioii,  <'  shall  put  in 
action  the  greatest  force  in  their  power,*'  neither  can  or  ought 
to  be  construed  as  if  the  auxiliary  was  compelled  to  make  the 
same  efforts  as  the  ally,  but  each  one  in  proportion  to  the  na- 
ture of  his  situation.  The  one  puts  in  action  all  his  forces 
to  defend  himself  against  the  enemy,  or  to  do  him  all  possible 
injury  i  the  other  adds-  to  the  succours  to  be  furnished  any 
other  in  his  power,  to  assist  his  ally,  but  always  in  quality  of 
auxiliary,  and  in  proportion  to  the  stipufated  succours.  That 
expressicm  of  article  1 1.  which  appears  in  the  first  instance  to 
call  upon  the  auxiliary  to  fiumish  ultimately  as  much  or  more- 
to  his  ally,  has,  in  fact,  no  other  meaning  than  this :  **  The 
auxiliary  shall  make  whatever  addition  m^  be  in  his  pow«^ 
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to  the  stipulated  succours ;''  and,' although  the  amount  of  the 
hew  sucQOurs  is  not  fixed  in  article*  1 1 .  it  is  evident,  that  it  is 
because  much  cannot  be  required  of  the  auxiliary,  after  having 
fecclved  that  which,  according  to  the  namrc  of*  the  alliance, 
\he  auxiliary  was  bound  to  fiirnish.^  And  it*  Is  also  an  adTan- 
tage  to  the  auxiliary,  that  article  ii.  docs  not  specify  the 
amount  to  be  added  to  the  first  suceours,'for,  otherwise,  the 
ally  would  have  the  power  to  prescribe  how  much  the  auxi-- 
llary  ought  to  furnish  him  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  -,  instead 
of  which  at  present  it  is  the  auxiliary  himself  who  is  to  fix  the 
extent  of  the  succours,  according  ta  his  position  and  his  ow^ 
interests,  but,  however,  without  failing  in  his  engagements. 
The  auxiliary  being  called  upon  to  decide  upon  this  point,  can 
liever  depart  from  the  rule  which  he  ought  to  follow  in  his 
proceedings,  if  he  means  to  preserve  his  character  of  auxili- 
ary, 4nd  to  consult  his  own  interests.  One  of  his  first  interests 
is  that  of  preserving  ^  his  connections  *of  friendship  and  good 
understanding  with  the  power  who  may  be  at  war  with  his 
ally,  since,  if  the  auxiliary  should  exceed  the  limits,  of  his 
duty  towards  the  ally  by  furnishing  considerable  succours,  he 
^ould  degenerate  into  the  real  enemy  of  the  said  power. 
Thi$  consideration  is  likewise  the  surest  ^arantee  to  that 
power,  that  the  auxiliary  will  confine  himself  within  the  boun- 
daries which  his  situation  prescribes. 

•  It  therefore  follows  that,  conformably  to  the  rules  of  justice 
ahd  of  equity,  and  of  the  position  of  an  auxiliary  towards  its 
ally,  the  proportion  of  subsidies  to  be  added  should  rather  be  Ics- 
se^ied ;  because,  in  fixing  the  line  of  demarcation  between  a  de- 
fensive and  offensive  alliance,  the  more  one  shall  incline  to 
the  latter,  the  more  the  auxiliary  power  would  incur  the  risk 
of  being  forced  into  a  war,  and  the  more  would  she  deprive 
herself  of  those  forces  of  which  she  would  stand  in  need  for 
her  own  preservation,  in  case  she  herself  should  have  a  war 

to  sustain. 

All  this  reasoning  is  founded  upon  the  treaty  of  1 796  itself; 
because,  after  having  spoken  of  the  succours  to  be  furnished ' 
in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  of  putting  in  action  the 
greatest  force  which  both  powers  can  bring  forward,  it  is 
stated  in  the  13th  article,  that  when  they  declare  war  by  com- 
mon consent,  the  "  limit;;tions  established"  in  tlie  preceding 
articles  shall  ceast  to  have  effect.  From  whence  it  is  clear,  .th«t 

even,  according  to  article  13,  the  additional  succours  are  ac^. 
knowledged  to  be  limited  succours. 

Aa.. 
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No.  6. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Harrowby  to  J.  H.  Frere,  Esquire,  dated  Dowxiing  Street, 
nth  July,  1804. 

AS  It  is  the  wish  of  his  Majesty  to  persevere  ai  long  a§ 
possible  in  the  system  of  forbearance  which  has  hitherto  l^ft 
pursued  towards  Spain ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  attempt  once 
more  to  press  upon  the  Spanish  Government  the  necessity  of 
making  an  unreserved  communication  of  its  engagements  with 
France,  and  of  its  views  with  respect  to  Portugal ;  it  is  evi- 
dent that  no  such  attempt  can  be  made  with  any  prospect  of 
success,  while  circumstances  of  personal  irritation  prevent 
any  intercourse  between  the  British  Minister  and  the  most 
Icadhig  person  in  the  Spanish  Councils. 

No.  7* 

Copy  of  a  I^ter  &om  the  Chevalier  D'Anduaga. to  Lord 
.  Harrowby,  dated  Portland  Place,  4th  November,  1804. 

My  Lord, 

IMMEDIATELY  alter  the  receipt  of  dispatches  from  my 
Court  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  called  at  the  Office  for 
Foreign  AfKiirs,  requesting  an  interview  with  your  Excel- 
lency. Having  learnt  from  Mr,  Hammond  that  you  were 
unwell,  but  notwithstanding  ready  to  see  me  in  case  I  shoul4 
absolutely  require  it,  I  judged  it  would  be  indiscreet  to  in* 
trude  upon  you,  and.  contented  myself  with  mentioning  to 
Mr.  Hiimmond  the  subject  of  the  conversation  I  wished  to 
have  with  your  Excellency,  requesting  him  at  the  same  time 
to  induce  your  Lordship  to  grant  me  an  audience  as  soon  as 

i>ossible.  In  tlie  mean  time  I  hasten  to  inform  you,  that  I 
\ave  received  by  the  last  packet  from  Lisbon  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Frerc's  note  of  the  27  th  of  September,  and  of  the  answer  of 
my  Court  thereto. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  your  Excellency  the  surprise  which 
the  perusal  of  Mr.  Frere's  letter  has  occasionecf  me,  when 
compared  with  the  striking  contrast  displayed  in  the  noble, 
frank,  and  moderate  style  and  tone  held  by  the  Spanish  Mi«* 
nlster.  Mr.  Frere,  in  too  easily  taking  for  granted  a  fact,  of 
which  hq  should  previously  I^ave  ascertained  the  existence 
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and  the  precipe  nature,  protests  against  a  naval  armament  prc^ 
paring  at  Fcrrol.  Mr.  Frere  has  been  led  into  an  error  when 
he  gave  credit  to  such  an  afmament,  since  none  exists  of  a 
nature  to  justify  the  complaints  which  he  has  brought '  for* 
ward  in  his  letter. 

If  in  the  beginning  of  September  the  King  my  master 
thought  4>roper  to  give  orders  for  some  ships  of  war  to  sail 
lor  Biscay,  in  order  to  transport  troops  thither,  his  Majesty 
was  unfortimately  but  too  well  justified  by  the  troubles  ^hich 
had  just  broken  out  there  in  taking  that  step.  Mr.  Frerc 
rould  not  be  ignorant  of  this  circumstance,  and  consequently 
ought  never  to  have  attributed  such  odious  intentions  to  pre- 
parations, the  destination  of  which  it  was  so  easy  to  discover. 

Neither  had  the  British  Government  any  ground  for  alarm 
in  hearing  of  these  preparations,  since  the  Naiad»  the  frigate 
which  brought  the'  account^s  of  these  pretended  armaments, 
brought  also  several  letters,  announcing,  in  a  positive  and 
liniform  manner,  the  real  object  of  them,  I  mentioned  them 
myself  to  your  Excellency  in  my  conference,  of  the  24th  of 
September,  and  on  the  26th  I  had  the  honour  of  presenting 
iVlr.  Brickdale,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Hi- 
bemia,  who  shewed  your  Excellency  two  letters  which  he 
had  received  from  his  Colonel,  dated  5th  and  nth  of  Sep- 
tember, /rhese  letters,  dated  from  Fcrrol,  written  by  the 
Commander  of  a  corps  in  garrison-there,  and  filled  with  de- 
fails  respecting  the  destination  of  the  troops,  of  which  his 
own  regiment  itself  was  to  form  a  part,  were  convincing  tes- 
timonies, and  well  calculated  to  remove  the  shadow  of  a 
(doubt.  But  this  is  not  all:  if  it  were  necessary  to  furnish 
other  data  in  order  to  re-establish  confidence  in  the  British 
Government,  subsequent  advices  from  Fcrrol  of  the  iSth  of 
September  must  have  completely  convinced  your  Excellency 
pf  the  entirely  pacific  intentions  off  my  Court )  inasmuch  a$ 
at  that  moment  his  Majesty  had  actually  ordered  every  prepa- 
ration to  be  suspended,  and  the  troops  destined  to  re-establUh 
tranquillity  in  Biscay  to  be  sent  by  land. 

After  tl^is,  how  is  it  possible  that  Mr.  Frere,  in  his  note  of 
the  27tn  of  September,  has  not  hesitated  to  treat  as  ^*  an  hos- 
tile aggression,"  an  armament  (if  it  can  be  so  called)  which 
had  ceased  for  several  days,  and  which  by  the  notoriety  of  its 
destination  could  not  haye  merited,  imder  any  case,  so  extra- 
ordinary a  denomination  c  How  could  he  represent  to  the 
|ting  In  such  unfiivourable  and  unjust. colours  a  measure  not 
^ess  foreign  to  tl^c  interest?  of  England  than  indispensable 

•  A  a  ^        .  ' 
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for  the  support  of  order  in  a  province  of  Spain  I '  How  cotikl 
he  dxlnk  it  necessary  lo  c:ill  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Go^ 
vernment  ^*  to  the  serious  consequences  which  must  resulc 
from  their  answer,  lest  they  should  plunge  Spain  unnecessa- 
Tily  into  a  ruinous  war  ?'• 

How  different  from  the  tone  of  bitter'  menace  which  per- 
vades the  whole  of  Mr,  Frcrc's  letter  is  the  language,  fiiU  of 
dignity  and  good  faith,  of  moderation  and  of  franloicss,  ia 
which  the  note  of.  the  Spanish  Ministry  is  expressed  ;  strong 
in  the  purity  of  the  views  with  which  the  Kii^^'s  mind  has 
been  ever  guided,  the  Spanisli  Ministry  in  their  answer  con-» 
tent  themselves  with  the  assurance  "  that  his  Wajesty  never 
entertained  an  idea  of  being  wauling  to  his  engagements  with 
the  British  Government ;  that  they  would  continue,  as  they 
had  hitherto  done,  to  prevent  any. armament  being  fitted  out 
against  Great  Britain,  and  that  every  report  which  might  have 
reached  Mr.  Frere  contrary  to  such  assurance  is  absolutely 
void  of  foundation,  ajid  injurious  to  the  reputation  which  the 
Spanish  Government  so  jus'ly  possesses." 

This  answer,  which  is  in  no  degree  contradicted  by  the 
information  received  by  the  British  Ministry  relative  to  the 
pretended  armament,  being  perfectly  consonant  with  the 
loyal  and  systematic  conduct  which  my  Court  has  invariably 
followed  since  the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  France,- 
ought  to  inspire  the  British  Government  with  confidence  as 
to  the  pacific  sentiments  which  his  Majesty  has  ne\Tr  ceased 
to 'cherish  with  regard  to  England.  Moreover,  die  King  has 
the  welfare  of  his  people  too  much  at  heart ;  he  attaches  :ua* 
much  interest  to  what  he  owes  to  other  Sovereigns,  to  per- 
mit him,  in  the  midst  of  peace,  setting  treaties  at  defiance, 
and  in  opposition  to  his  most  solemn  and  sacred  promises,  to 
venture  on  a  step  which  would  draw  down  on  Ihs  kingdoms 
the^  most  cruel  of  all  scourges,  would  deal  a  deiidly  blow 
against  his  fume,  and  tear  .from  him  that  treasure  which  his 
^Majesty  values  beyond  all  others,  the  testimony  of  his  con- 
science. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  Excellency  the 
assur;ki;LC  of  the  high  consideration  with  whicli  1  liave  the 
honour  tp  be,  My  Lord, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 
'      (Signed)    *    The  Chevalier  D'ANDUAG A,. 
His  Excellency  my  Lord  Harrowby,  '  

Principal  Secretary  of  State  for' 

Foreign  Afiairs.    .      - 
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No.  8. 

popy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  D*Anduaga  to  Lor^ 
Harrowby,  dated  Portland  Place,  uth  November,  18^4    " 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Excellency  will  doubtless  have  already  ]ear;ied  the; 
arrival  at  Portsmouth  of  the  Spanish  frigate  Mathilde,  which 
yras  detained  on  the  23d  of  October,  ^d  carried  into  the 
above-named  port  on  the  8th  instant  by  the  Medusa.  Thcj 
circumstances  of  this  new  instance  of  detention,  of  which  I 
Jiave  been  informed  by  the  Spanish  Captain's  report,  onlyj 
gender  more  odioi^s  the.  effects  of  that  order  issued  by  thq 
British  Govefnment,  w:hiqh  has  given  rise  to  it- 

The  Spanish  frigate  which  left  Cadi^  on  the  22d^of  OctOr 
ber  last,  with  all  the  secui!ity  naturally  inspired  by  the  com-^ 
pletely  pacific  relations  which  ^ere  supposed  still  to  subsist 
between  Spain  and  ICngland,  having  on  the  following  dzy, 
fallen  in  with  the  Donegal,  of  84  guns,  and  the  Medus^,  o£ 
44  y  this  latter  ship,  after  having  iired  one.  gun,  which,  in 
^e  usual  manner,  the.  Matilda  returned,  made  not  the  least 
scruple  of  discharging  at  her  a  whole  broadside.  The  Spa-^ 
\\ish  Captain,  astonbhed  at  such  ^  pr/keeding,  complained  of 
it  to  the  Commander  of  the  Donegal,  who  having  asked  hin\ 
fOncie  questions  with  regard  to  the  time  of  his  departure,  and 
the  nmnber  of  the  sick  who  were  on  bpard  the  frigate,  re-, 
quested  liim  to  send  hiqi  a  boat.  The  Spanish  Captain  sent, 
him  accordingly  the  boat,  with  an  officer  of  the  navy  who^ 
speaks  English,  and  directed  him  to  convey  to  the  British 
.  Commander  the  e3^prcssion  of  all  those  sentiments  which  na- 
,  turally  arise  in  similar  occasions  between  officers  belonging  to 
two  friendly  Governments.  Perceiving  that  the  Spanish 
qilicer  was  detained  too  long,  the  Captain  of  the  M'''.thildc 
requested  the  English  Commander  to  send  him  back  as  soon 
as  possible,  in  order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  continue  his 
voyaijje.  To  this  the  Coaimandei*  replied,  that  he  was  occu- 
pied in  writing.,a  letter,  which  was  soon  after  sent  to  him.. 
The  import  of  this  letter,  which  was  written  in  English,  was, 
that  the- differences  which  had  arisen  between  the  two  CourtV 
having  obliged  that  of  London  to  order  the  detention  of  all 
Spanish  ships  of  war,  the  Commander  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  detaining  the  Mathilde,  and  siimn^oned  the  Captain 
to  surrender  without  m^i^in^  any  resistance^  ,zn^  ih  the  space 
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of  five  minutes,  **  if  he  did  not  wish  to  be  sunk.^  The  Sp^^ 
T\hh  Captain,  not  understanding  English,  directed  the  officer 
who  vT's  the  bearer  of  this  letter  to  explain  to  him  the  sub-r 
jiect  of  it  •,  but  what  was  his  surprise,  when  the  ship  of-  tKa 
line  aud  the  frigate  began  to  fire  on  the  Matbilde,  before  the 
above-mentioned  officer  could  get  at  the  contents  of  the  let- 
ter The  Spanish  Captain  defended  himself  with  courage 
a^  Hin^  this  unforeseen  attack,  and  did  not  surrender  to  so 
Jyrodigions  a  superiority  of  force  till  after  a  resistance  as  ho- 
nourable as  it  was  useless,  in  which  two  q£  his  ship's  crew 
were  killed,  and  several  others  wounded. 

I  xviil  abstain  from  any  reflections  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  English  Commander  conducted  himself  on  this  occasion^ 
Proceedings  of  this  nature  cannot  biit  dishonour  those  who 
are  guilty  of  them ;  they  arc  too  openly  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  honour  not  to  excite  indignation  in  Vfcrj  mind  en^ 
dowed  with  the  noble  sentiments  which  it  inspires. 

But  I  think  it  my  duty  to  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that% 
this  new  violation  of  tlie  law  of  nations  can  only  tend  to 
augment  the  doubts  to  which  the  unfortunate  event  of  the 
5th  of  October  will  necessarily  have  given  rise  in  his  Majcsty'i 
mind,  as  to  the  sentiments  which  the  British  Ministry  enter* 
tarns  towards  him ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  will  convince  his 
Majesty  of  the  inutility  of  the  efforts  which  he  has  made  to 
maintain  his  amicable  relations  with  England. 

That  the  British  Government  should  have  been  alarmed, 
©n  learning  tht  first  accounts  of  our  preparations  at  Ferro^ 
when  they  were  transmitted  to  them  through  channels  which 
kerned  to  take  pleasure  in  disfiguring  the  truth,  and  in  repre- 
senting it  in  a  light  altogether  unfavourable  j  that  under  the 
iiFSt  emotion  ot  surprise,  to  which  nevertheless  it  never, 
should  have  so  ezsily  yielded,  it  should  have  given  that  extra^ 
ordinary  order,  the  unhappy  6oifse<^uences  of  which  will  have 
struck  With  astonishment  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  was 
doubtless  a  proceeding  as  opposite  to  the  most  sacral  prin- 
ciples, as  it  was  unexpected  from  the  relations  subsisting  be* 
tween  the  two  Courts ;  but  it  still  left  the  hope,  that,  reco^ 
vcring  from  its  former  alarms,  and  after  having  received  more 
correct  intelligence  on  the  nature  and  the  object  of  our  pre- 
parations, ttie  British  Government  would  give  express  orders 
to  its  ships  to  respect  henceforward  the  Spanish  flag,  and 
would  await  with  the  tranquillity  natural  to  a  ministry  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  the  continuance  of  peace,  the  issue  of  the 
negociations  entered  upon  with  Spain. 
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BQt  when  Spain  shall  perceivQ^  that  nothing  will  cause  the 
British  Ministry  to  desist  from  its  hostile  measures;  that* 
tieithelr  the  impartial  ccHiduct  which  my  Court  has  coastan^lf 
manifested  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between 
F^nce  and  England,  nor.  the  total  suspension  of  the  prepa* 
rations  at  Ferrol,  the  only  motive  alledged  by  England  to  jus* 
tify  the  system  which  she  seems  to  have  made  it  a  rule  to 
adopt  for  this  some  time  past,  nor'die  frank  and  moderate 
answer  made  to  the  exaggerated  representations  of  the  Eng^ 
lish  Charge  d' Affaires  residing  at  Madridi  canjsecure  his  Ma-^ 
jesty  from  the  insults  which  his  flag  continually  receives,  will 
at  not  warrant  a  suspicion  that  iCagland  purposes  to  accumu« 
late  on  Spain  every  kind  of  aggression,  in  order  to  bring  on 
-a  rupture^  which  the  well-known  sentiments  of  his  Majesty, 
andhi^  constant  eagerness  to. prevent  every  subject  of  reci- 
procal complaint,  ought  to  render  impossible  ?  I  will  cohfesa 
to  you,  my  Lord,  in  frankness,  however  animated  the  King 
my.  master  may  be  with  the  sincere  desire  to  maintain  his  re- 
lations of  friendship  with  the  British  Government,  however 
ready  he  may  be  to  make  still  more  sacrifices  for  theJmain- 
tenance  of  peace ;  if  England  perseveres  in  the  isy stem  which .. 
its  Government  has  latdy  developed,  his  Majesty  will  find 
himself  obliged  to  stifle  the  pacific  sentiments  oi^  his  heart, 
in  order  to  atten4  only  to  the  interest  which  he  takes  in  the 
wel£ire  of  his  people,  and  in  the  complete  security  of  his 
l^ngdoms. 

•  It  only  depends  therefore  on  the  British  Government  tQ 
prevent  the  disastrous  consequences  of  such  an  event,  by  put* 
ting  an  end  to  those  hostile  measures,  the  cDntinuance  of 
-which  would  J>e  aa  incontestible  proof  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  that  it  was  absolutely  decided  upon  to  make  war  on 
Spain. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  See. 

(Signed)        The  Chev.  D'ANDUAG A. 
To  his  Excellency  Lord  Harrowby,  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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fcbpir  of  a  Letter  frcim  W.  Marsdcn,JE^qiiirc,  to  fccqreJ 
Hammond,  Esquiit,  dated  Admitalty-Ofliee,  15th  No- 
vember 1804; 

Sir,.     ....  ^  .     .       r    . 

I  HAVE  received  and  communicated  to  my  Lords  Cool- 
tnissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  your  letter  to  me  of  yesterday's 
(date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  the  ChcVSdler  d'Andiiaga ;. 
and  I  have  their  Lordships  commands  to  acquaint  yon,  that. 
no  time  shall  be  lost,  in  making  a  strict  enquiry  intb  the  Cir- 
cumstances therein  stated :  which  appear  to  the  mtfae  mor^ 
extraordinary,  as  in  the  report  made  to  them  by  the  Captain 
of  the  Donegal,  mention  is  made  only  of  a  few  shot  fired  at 
the  expiration  pf  the  time  limited  for  the  surrender. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  MAllSDEN. 

No.  i  0. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  W.  Marsden,  Esquire,  to  G. 
Hammond,  Esquire,  dated  Admiralty-Ofiice,  i6th  No- 
vember 1804. 

•  I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lbrds  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  to  transmit  to  you  inclosed,  for  the  information 
df  Lord  Harrowby,  copy  of  a  letter  frotn  Captain  Gore  of  the 
Medusa,  in  answer  to  the  statement  he  was  called  upon  tc^ 
make  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  Surrender  of  the 
Spanish  frigate  Matilda. . 

(Inclosure  in  No.  10.) 

Medusa,  at  the  IMothcrhank, 

r,.  16th  November  1804. 

^ir,  ^ 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  inMnnt,  and  In 
reply  thereto  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  that»  during  a  very 
squally  night  of  the  22d  ult.  the  Donegal  and  Medusa  were  se- 
parated, and  that  on  the  morn ing  of.  tbe  23d  at  half  past  !;e- 
ven  A.  M,  we  saw  a  ship  in  the  N.  E.  which  we  judged  to 
be  a  man  of  war  (and  not  the  Donegal),  I  consequently  wore 
and  made  sail  towards  her.  As  we  approached  I  observeil  she 
was  evidently  a  Spanish  frigate^  and  making  sail  to  cross  us. 
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She  going  on  a  wind  to  the  S.  W.  we  to  the  northward,  wind 
at  W.  1^.  W*.  I  consequently  let  two  reefs  out,  and  hoisted  an 
•English  St.  George's  ensign.  Nearly  at  the  saipe  moment  I 
saw  the  Donegal  in  the  N^  W.,  hull  depressed,  boarding  a 
merchant  brig,  and  sodn  after  l>ear  up  and  make 'sail  to- 
wards us. 

About  half  past  nine  o'clock  the  strange  ship  crossed  our 
weather  bow  about  one  mile,  under  Spanish  colours  and  a 
press  of  sail.  I  ordered  a  shot  to  be  fired  far  a-head  of  her, 
which  she  answered  by  a  gun  without  a  shot,  but  did  not  brin|r 
to.  I  fir.ed  a, second  and  third,  when  she  fired  one  shotted  ; 
"and,  when  she  was  upon  our  weather  beam,  I  ordered  the 
broadside  to  be  fired  over  her,  and  tacked  ;  she  then  brought 
.to» .  During  this  time  the  Donegal  had  closed,  and  while  I 
was  working  the  Medusa  up,  some  communication  had  passed 
between  Sir  Richard  Strachan  and  the  Spanish  captain,  and 
about  half  past  ten  Sir  Richard  summoned  me  on  board  by 
signal  (their  Lordships  are  already  in  possession  of  the  result 
of  our  determination,  which  was  the  effect  of  mature  delibe- 
ration) ;  after  which,  a  quarter  past  noon,  I  returned  to  my 
ship,  and  the  space  of  ten  minutes  being  elapsed  from  the 
time  the  Spanish  officer  had  got  on  board  his  ship.  Sir  Rich- 
ard made  the  Medusa's  signal  to  wear  and  engage,  (I  ;T»ust 
here  observe  that  the  Medusa  was  about  pistol  shot  distant 
upon  the  Matilda's  lee  beam,  and  the  Donegal  advanced  upon 
her  weather  bow),  having  previously  urged  me  to  be  cautious 
not  to  hurt  any  one  on' board  the  Spanish  frigate,  if  it  was 
possible  to  be  avoided,  and  to  give  my  orders  to  fire  over  her, 
and  previous  to  my  quitting  the  Donegal,  I  heard  Sir  Richard 
charge  his  officers  to  the  same  effect. 

I  did  so,  and  upon  firing  our  broadside  a-head,  a*stern,  and 
•over  her,  she  struck  her  colours;  but  the  situation  of  the 
Donegal  prevented  Sir  Richard  Strachan  perceiving  it,  and 
as  the  Spanish  broad  pendant  was  still  flying,  the  Donegal 
fired  bcr  quarter  deck  and  poop  carronades,  but  not  a  single 
gun  (her  lower  deck  guns  were  not  run  out),  nor  did  the  Me- 
dusa fire  a  run  a  second  time.  Only  two  shot  struck  the  Ma- 
tilda ;  one  from  the  Donegal  entered  her  larboard  bow  in  the 
carpenter's  storeroom,  and  one  from  the  Medusa  entered  her 
side  at  the  gangway  5  and  I  most  roundly  assert  that  neither 
officer  or  man  was  killed  or  wounded  on  board  her,  both 
from  our  own  knowledge  and  the  declaration  of  Captain  de 
la  Guardia,  and  all  his  officers,  for  it  was  the  first  question 
I  asked  when' they  came  on  board  the  Medusa,  and  the  Spa- 
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nish  Captain  has  repdtedlf  toM  mci  that  all  our  shot^  except 
two,  went  clear  of  the  Matilda. 

And  how  he  could  deliberatdy  assort  that  we  had  kifled 
two  and  wounded  several  of  the  crew^v  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive, more  particularly  as  that  te'tteri^as  written  in  my  ca- 
bin, and  I  furnished  him  with  data,  and  ultimately  sent  his 
letter  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  with  the  dispatches  to  their 
Lordships  on  the  day  of  our  arrival,  which  is  the  only  cir- 
cumstance in  this  transaction  of  which  I  can  charge  myself 
with  having  acted  improperly ;  and  even  here  I  trust  I  can 
acquit  myself,  for'  I  did  it  with  the  motive  of  befriending 
Captain  de  la  Guardia,  his  officers  and  crew,  and  of  obtaining 
them  that  relief  which  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  bestow. 

The  following  copy  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan's  letter  to 
Captain  de  la  Guardia  refutes  his  assertion,  that  the  Capt^tin 
of  the  Donegal  recommended  him  to  surrender  without  resist- 
ance {*^  s'il  nc  vouloit'pas  etre  coule  has.") 

'  His  Majesty's  ship  Don6gal» 

^.  23d  Oftober  1804. 

THE  ncgociations  which  are  pending  between  our  two  Go- 
vemments  render  it  my  duty  to  prevent  his  Catholic  Majes- 
ty*s  frigate  Matilda,  under  your  command,  from  proceeding 
upon  her  present  vopge,  and  that  I  must  detain  her  until 
my  Sovereign's  pleasure  is  further  known. 

I  therefore  request  you  will  surrender  to  our  wishes^  and 
I  allow  you  the  space  of  five  minutes  to  determine. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  great  superio* 
rity  of  force  now  before  you,   and  that  any  resistance  on 

Jour  part  must  be  unavailing }  and  I  must  add,  that  if  his 
Majesty's  ships  or  subjects  receive  any  injury,  you  must  ex- 
pect it  to  be  retaliated  severely. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  I.  STRAQIAN. 

To  the  Captain  of  the  Spanish  frigate  Matilda^ 

Facts  speak  strongly  in  this  case,  for  had  it  been  our  inten- 
tion to  have  struck  the  Matilda,  situated  as  the  Donegal  and 
Medusa  were,  one  broadside  from,  each  would  have  anni- 
hilated her  $  instead  of  which  neither  mast;  yardj^  sail,  or 
rope,  were  touched.  Did  it  become  pe  tq  foIlQW  the  exam- 
ple of  the  Spanish  Captain  to  censure  and  reprobate  the  con- 
duct of  the  Spanish  Government,  the  occurrences  during  the 
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last  twdve  months)  when  I  have  been  entrusted  with  the  com* 
mand  as  senior  ofEeer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  and  vessds  on  the 
Gibraltar  station,  afford  me  sample  subject  for  animadversion; 
9nd  I  do  not  hesitate  sayin^i  that  the  open  partiality  they  have 
narked  towards  our  enemies  merits  amy  chastisement  his  Ma- 
jesty may  think  proper  to  inflict. 

I  am,  &Ct 

JOHN  GORE. 

Wm.  Marsden  Si|^uire>  &c.  &c,  &c« 

No.  II. 

Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to,  J,  H. 
Frere,  Esquire,  dated  Downing-Street|  20th  May  1803. 

Sff, 

TOUR  several  dispatches  to  No,  12  lAclusivCj  have  be^ 
received  and  laid  before  the  King. 

I  send  you  inclosed  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  mes- 
sage from  his  Majesty  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  fix)m 
which  you  will  perceive  that  the  discussions  idiich  have  sub- 
sisted between  hus  Majesty's  Government  and  that  of  France, 
iMve  been  brought  to  an  unfavourable  conclusion, 

Ishallforwai^  the  papers  which  his  Majesty  has  deemed  it 
proper  to  pommunicatc  to  Parliament,  by  a  mcssengerwhom  I 
shall  dbpatch  to  you  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  for  the  pur^ 

Eose  of  nimishing  you  with  precise  instructions  for  the  rcgu-* 
tion  of  ypur  conduct  at  the  present  important  period. 
In  the  mean  time  I  have  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's 

Pleasure,  that  you  take  an  early  opportunity  to  assure  the 
panish  Government  of  the  Sling's  sincere  and  anxious  desire 
that  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  which  have  been  so  hap- 

tily  re-established  between  him  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  may 
c  preserved* 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)         HAWKESBURY. 
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